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Come, Fill the Cupé 

IN 2003 the Licensing Act brought in many real-world changes, including longer opening hours for 
pubs and bars.  But it also changed the mechanism for the granting of licences, the authority for 
which passed from the Magistratesô Courts to Local Authorities.  At that time, the Councillor who 
was to become responsible for the new regime in Wycombe District, Cllr Paul Rogerson, 
approached the Society to ask if we wished to take an interest in the new proceedings.  We noted 
that, in the absence of specific objections to the granting of a licence, it might not always be 
practical for the Licensing Committee to refuse an application.  At that time, your Executive 
Committee judged that the Society did not have the resources and volunteers to take this on, and 
there were plenty of other tasks to occupy our time. 

However, very recently we became aware of an application for a licence to serve alcohol in Café 
Eden (currently known as ñFood Fountainò), adjoining the bus station.  This made many of us 
uneasy.  Such a licence could encourage drunken behaviour in the bus station and on buses, and at 
certain times of the day school ñchildrenò might be involved.  So we attended a meeting of the 
Licensing Panel and made our objections.  As we go to press, we hear that the licence has in fact 
been granted, but several useful assurances were received in response to our representations and 
those of others (such as the police), including that the licence will not allow alcohol to be served at 
the time in the afternoon when school buses are leaving, and it will all be served in plastic cups, with 
the bottles/cans being retained. 

Anyone (e.g. from our Affiliated Groups and Residentsô Associations) who wants to make 
representations to future meetings of the Licensing Panel, fear not!  It is not a daunting experience 
and the chairman, Cllr Rogerson, gave me all the proper assistance, as I am sure he will anyone 
else who is unfamiliar with the procedures of the Panel. 

Chris Woodman  

 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
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Planning This Quarter  

I WONDER sometimes how the Society and especially its Planning Group manage to deal with the vast 
amount of reading, consultation and participation in discussions that are constantly being generated not only 
by the Council but also by Government.  We have all of us on the team been involved with one activity or 
another this quarter and I hope that we will now have a quiet period leading up to Christmas and the New 
Year.  These are some of the areas that the Group have been involved in: 

High Wycombe Rail way Station   Top-level 
negotiations continue between Chiltern Rail, the 
Department for Transport and Wycombe District 
Council.  An indicative plan has now been released 
which indicates that there will be a bus interchange, 
taxi rank and pick-up-and-drop-off point for 
passengers.  These facilities will be arranged 
around the listed Brunel Train Shed which will 
remain and, we hope, be used in a way that benefits 
the travellers and public of High Wycombe.  There 
will be an increase in car parking, which the Society 
is concerned about in respect of its design and 
height.  We understand that consideration is also 
being given to an exit road from the far end of the 
existing car park leading down on to London Road: 
again we await clarification of all of these proposals. 

Amersha m & Wycombe College   Following further 
consultation with the College and the developer, a 
planning application has been submitted for ex-
CompAir land west of Jewsonôs.  The Groupôs 
response has been positive in that the design, 
height and finish of the building, especially with a 
green roof, show how an application can be 
appropriate for its site, especially in the bottom of 
the valley.  We have, however, emphasised that a 
very robust Transport Plan must be implemented 
from the word ñGoò in order to control on-site parking 
by issuing passes and avoid on-road parking in the 
surrounding streets.  We have noted that adequate 
car parking for disabled personnel has been 
incorporated. 

Daws Hill & Abbey Barn Lane   The first 
presentation by Wycombe District Council and 
consultants proved to be a challenging occasion, as 
some 180 interested parties attended but many 
were unable to park or get into the meeting.  Many 
ideas were presented, some of which were 
controversial with regard to Green Belt areas being 
affected, public paths through woods, the question 
of how many houses should be allocated, road 
infrastructure for the area etc.  Following this 
meeting two further Workshops were held which a 
member of the Planning Group attended.  In the light 
of the numbers we strongly recommended that a 
third workshop be held to ensure everyone could 
have the opportunity to comment and to propose 
ideas that residents have had for some time.  We 
now await the outcome and results of the workshops 
which we understand will be in the form of a Draft 
Development Brief for the area. 

New Town Centre Manager   At the time of writing 
this report, all the Societyôs Groups will have the 
opportunity to meet the New Town Centre Manager, 

Melanie Williams.  We understand that she wishes 
to have a good relationship with the Society and to 
be able to work together with the aim of developing 
the town centre for future use by all ages (see p.10). 

Frogmoor   A further presentation has been held at 
Wycombe District Council to consider a Draft Brief. 

Unfortunately this exercise, we felt, was no different 
from the one run some six months ago.  The 
proposed brief itself does not encompass some of 
the major issues both on and surrounding Frogmoor. 

Consequently the Group have written to Wycombe 
District Council requesting some clarification as to 
the status of this project.  We now understand that 
this exercise has been shelved for the present time 
and will be reviewed during 2009. 

Planning Applications/ Appeals   The Group have 
been actively involved with the Transport Group at 
an appeal concerning land along the old High 
Wycombe to Bourne End railway line at Wycombe 
Lane in Wooburn Green, in order to prevent building 
on the track bed.  We now await the Inspectorôs 
deliberations: I hasten to add that a strong defence 
of the track bed was presented by the Council 
Officers, with support from the Society (see p.3). 

A further application concerning the sale of alcohol 
at the Eden Café adjacent to the bus station has 
also been objected to on the grounds of public order 
around the bus station, particularly for the younger 
generation at school times.  Chris Woodman 
presented the Societyôs case and I understand was 
able to question the applicant in some detail.  We 
now await the panelôs adjudication (now received, 
see p.1ïEd.). 

A planning application for the demolition of a 
Heritage building in Leigh Street has been strongly 
opposed by the Society.  A further application for the 
use of the ñbeech leafò café adjacent to M&S and 
the new Library has been fully supported by the 
Society, urging this to be actioned as soon as 
possible as in its present form it is an eyesore to a 
main entrance to Eden. 

A major application for the former John North Hall 
Student Residences site has now been received and 
the Society has raised strong objections on the 
grounds of overdevelopment, traffic impact on the 
Handy Cross roundabout, and the design and 
number of units proposed.  We are fully supporting 
the local residents in this matter. 

Tony Fooks  
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Restoring the Rail Service to 
Maidenhead ï the Latest  

The latest stage in the 20-year saga of the Societyôs 
campaign, begun by the late Chris Wallis and 
continued tenaciously by Elsa Woodward, to restore 
the railway line to Bourne End for use by ultralight 
rail (ULR), took place on 18-20 November, when an 
Inspector heard an appeal by Henry Homes to build 
29 dwellings (mainly flats) on the trackbed where it 
passes to the rear of the gardens of houses in 
Wycombe Lane, Wooburn Green.  The background 
was complicated: the Inspector into the Local Plan 
Public Inquiry in 2000 had rubbished the proposal to 
restore the railway for reasons that only he 
understood, but he nevertheless maintained 
protection of the line of the old railway for 
pedestrian, cycles or ñpublic transport useò.  An 
Inquiry last year into a previous application by Henry 
Homes to build on the line was dismissed by an 
Inspector, but for reasons unrelated to the protection 
of the railway alignment; and in rejecting the appeal, 
that Inspector made it clear he did not accept the 
need to preserve the alignment for possible rail use, 
basing his view on an incomplete reading of the 
Local Plan Inspectorôs report. 

This time, however, we (and the District Council) are 
more optimistic.  The Councilôs witnesses (Chris 
Steuart, John Callaghan, Phil Simpkin and BCCôs 
Tony Blackmore) performed impressively under long 
and intense cross-examination, and three members 
of the Societyôs Transport Group (Elsa Woodward, 
Nigel Phillips and your Editor) made statements.  
Although only a small part of the 3-day Inquiry was 
taken up on the railway issue, a witness for Henry 
Homes mounted a withering attack, referring to the 
astronomical costs of the Manchester Super-Tram 
and to recent Ministerial statements that it was 
unlikely that the Government would accept further 
such schemes.  However, WDC had referred to the 
report by Scott Wilson, consultants for the 
renewable energy firm Summerleaze, which showed 
that restoration was feasible in engineering terms, 
and we pointed out in our statements that our 
proposal has always been for ultra-light rail, with far 
lower capital and operating costs than super-trams.  
We also referred to the effect on demand for such a 
rail service of the building of CrossRail (terminating 
at Maidenhead), to strategic developments at 
Aylesbury and Milton Keynes, and of course to the 
growing importance of reducing carbon outputs and 
climate change.  WDCôs Counsel, in his summing-
up, referred eloquently to a previous court case 

which had upheld the validity of protecting railway 
alignments even where there was no immediate 
proposal for restoration. 

So we (and the Councils) are hopeful.  The 
Inspectorôs report is expected out before Christmas 
or, if not then, soon after. 
 

 

South -East Planning:  
a Welcome U -Turn!  

Connoisseurs of the local government system will 
have heard of the Regional Assemblies, of which 
ours is called the South-East England Regional 
Assembly (SEERA).  Some of us started out rather 
sceptical of the need for such bodies, but were 
brought around by two things.  First, there were the 
explanations of one of our local councillors and 
assembly members, Mike Appleyard, that somebody 
elected needs to make the local case to 
Government at regional level; and second, SEERA 
undoubtedly did impressive work in connection with 
the current South-East Plan (where, among other 
things, regional housing figures are laid down and 
transport strategies defined) which is now due to be 
finalised in the New Year. 

Last year, however, the Government announced it 
had had enough of Regional Assemblies and would 
abolish them, passing their Regional Planning 
responsibilities to the Regional Development 
Agencies (RDAs ï SEEDA, in our case) who are 
totally unelected and are the representatives of 
business in the region. 

But that was until 26 November, when the 
Government backed down, announcing that it would 
make regional planning a joint responsibility of the 
RDA and a new Local Leadersô Board.  (ñLeaderò in 
this context means the leaders of councils ï in our 
case, Cllrs David Shakespeare, BCC, and Lesley 
Clarke, WDC.) This brings us back quite close to the 
situation that pertained before Regional Assemblies 
were invented, when local authorities coordinated 
their input to south-east planning through 
SERPLAN, an ad hoc grouping of authorities in the 
South-East. 

No doubt some savings in bureaucratic costs will be 
made by killing off the Regional Assemblies.  It 
remains to be seen whether the new RDA/LLB 
arrangement will achieve the standard of excellence 
in regional planning that one can, in retrospect, 
recognise that SEERA achieved. 
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In the Shadow of his Uncle  

NEAR THE Queen Victoria Road end of the High Street in High W ycombe, set into a wall on the 

south sid e, is a feature which rarely attracts t he attention of todayõs passers-by.  It is a foundation 

stone with an inscrip tion which has weathered a little, but still clearly records its own history.  On 

December 10th 1897, three politicians assembled to lay it.  They were: the Rt . Hon . A J Balfour, 

Fir st Lord of the Treasury , who later became Prime Minister ; Coningsby Disrae li, M.P.; and 

Viscount Curzon, M.P. for Wycombe Division of Bucks.  Coningsby Disraeli, nephew of the former 

Prime Minister Benjamin Disrael i, inheritor of Hughenden Manor and M .P. for Altrincham in 

Cheshire, was aged 30 at the time and was there in his ca pacity as President of the Conservative 

Club.  The foundation stone for the old club building also clearly records the name of its architect:  

Arthur Vernon.  

When Conings by 

Dis raeli was 

elected to parlia -
ment in 1892, the 

New York Times  
wryly commented : 

òNobody expects 

he will set the 

Thames on fire, 

but then nobody 

dreamed of a 

career for his 

remarkable uncle 

when he first 

appeared in the 

House.ó  Named 

after the epony -
mous protagonist 

of one of his 

uncleõs novels, 

Coningsby was 

destined to be compared  with his òremarkable 

uncleó throughout his life; and somewhat 

inevitably, if a little unkindly, judged to be 

disappointingly dull.  As if to emphasise the 

point, in the entrance hall to Hughenden 

Manor there are black and white photographic 

portraits of C oningsby and his father, Ralph, 

which contrast markedly with the more 

colourful  oil paintings of many of his uncleõs 

contemporaries.  

But Coningsby was a promi nent local person.  

He was well -educated at Charterhouse School 

and New College, Oxford, and, alt hough his 

achievements may be confined to a footnote in 

Christopher Hibbertõs recent biography of his 

uncle, he is nevertheless acknowledged to have 

been a conscientious alderman and justice of 

the peace.  He later served as High Sheriff of 

Buckinghamshire .  

While serving as an MP for Altrincham he also 

represented local interests in parliament.  In 

1896, Hansard duly records his concern over 

an outbreak of smallpox in Chepping 
Wycombe, and the inappropriate siting of a 

hospital for its victims on the Hughe nden 

Road, close to the stream feed ing into the 

water cress beds.  

In his portrait at the Manor , he is wearing the 

uniform of a Major 

in the Royal 

Bucks Hussars.  A 
number of photo -

graphs of this unit 

of volunteer 

cavalry are in the 

SWOP archive 

collecti on avail -

able online.  They 

show parades 

through the centre 

of High Wycombe ; 

and there is one 

(shown here) of 
Coningsby as a 

Lieutenant with 

some of his men 
and a dog in the 

foreground.  I 

found myself 

wondering if the dog was one of the four buried 

with h eadstones on the Hughenden estate, the 

small pet cemetery an enduring testimony to 

Coningsbyõs love of animals. 

Below the portrait in the Manor, it is stated 

that Coningsby was a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Literature.  The archive of this 

Society, now held at the Cambridge University 

Library, confirms that he was proposed and 

recommended òas a proper person to become a 

Fellowó in 1924 by Sir Henry Newbolt, the poet, 
and Sir Henry Imbert -Terry.  

Another organisation which owed much to 

Coningsbyõs contribution was the 

Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society.  

Their records clearly show that he became 

òchairman of counciló in 1917 and held office 

until 1933; and his obituary confirms that he 

played an active role in all its activities during 

this time.  

Back a t the Manor , it was Coningsby who 

introduced both running water and electricity.  

One can imagine the struggle there would be 

today to get planning permission to lower the 
ceiling of an eighteenth century interior to 

make room for an en suite  bathroom on a  floor 
above, yet this is what Coningsby did, thereby 

converting his uncleõs drawing room into the 

Lieutenant Coningsby Disraeli of the Royal Bucks Hussars with his 

men.  Is the dog one of those buried at Hughenden?     (RHW23049)  
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library we see today.  How astonished he would 

be to know that visitors today would also like 

to see the old kitchens he had flattened when 

he created his re latively cosy single storey 

extension!  In these acts at least he was 

following in the family tradition.  It was after all 

Benjamin and Mary Anne Disraeli who oversaw 

the removal of the original white stucco 

exterior of the Manor . 

A further lasting local l egacy of Coningsbyõs 

actions is to be found at the Church House in 

Hughenden, where occasional concerts are 

held, and where teas are available in a 
convivial atmosphere on Sunday afternoons in 

summer.  There you can read his first -hand 

account of the renov ation work he oversaw 

which resulted in the hall being created in its 

current form.  In a short narrative, he records 

his joy at the exposure of the original timber 

work and the pleasure he derived from the 

project.  

The SWOP archive includes a number of 

photographs of Mrs Disraeli, Coningsbyõs wife 

and later surviving widow, participating in local 

functions and giving out prizes.  When 

Coningsby died in 1936, aged 68, the influence 

of his uncle was still present.  I have been told 

it was the terms of Benjam in Disraeliõs will of 

1881 that obliged Coningsbyõs widow to leave 
the Manor . 

Jackie Kay  

 

 

ñRevive the Wyeò 

An environmental initiative with this title, led by the Wycombe District Council Environmental 
Coordinator, Lesley Stoner, and chaired by Mike Over all of the Chiltern and Marlow Societies, has 

been seeking to improve the visual aspects and general condition of the River Wye ð a task which is, 

strictly speaking, within the brief of the Environment Agency.  Our Society is represented on the 

Environment  Sub -Group of the Wycombe Strategic Partnership and it is this Sub -Group that has 

spawned (forgive the aquatic pun) a òRevive the Wyeó Steering Group encompassing the Wycombe 

Wildlife Group, the Chiltern Society, the Chilterns Conservation Board, the Wycom be District 

Council Rangers and the Environment Agency (whose delegateõs attendance at meetings has been 

sporadic).  

The constructive outcome 

of a series of discussions 

was a òclean-upó on the 

stretch of the Wye between 

Pann Mill and the Rye Mill 

Motors s howroom on 26 
September.  The volunteers 

included eight very helpful 

and enthusiastic volunteers 

from TNS Global, a market 

research company located 

opposite the Rye, whose 

enlightened management 

facilitate their staff 

membersõ involvement in 

community proj ects.  

Other participants included 

Lesley Stoner and two WDC 

Rangers (with equipment 

and trucks), Christine 
Breeden, Coordinator of the 

Chiltern Society Conser -

vation Volunteers, Roger 

Wilding of the Wycombe 

Wildlife Group  (and the 

High Wycombe Society),  

Alan Beechey, the Chalk  Streams Officer from 

the Chiltern Conservation Board, Mike Overall 

of the Chiltern Society, and Margaret Simmons 

and  Roger Lawson of our Society.  

Scattered bank -side rubbish was collected in 

many black sacks , and those who had been 

ki tted out with long 

waterproof waders could 

scour the stream bed for 

unwelcome artefacts, 

predominantly beverage 

cans, and plastic refuse.  

The work that made the 

most impact was the 

removal of considerable 

swathes of long reeds 

which impeded the flow of 

wat er in the main stream, 

and had clogged the 

waterway around the 

northern side of the small 

island, just downstream 

from Pann Mill bridge.   

This is now clear and water 

flows again.  

The WDC Rangersõ van was 
most useful in transporting 

away the mass of reeds and 

weeds that had been 

extracted.  

A very constructive half 

dayõs work that will surely be repeated when 

other stretches of the Wye are identified that 

need a clean -up.  Our thanks to Lesley Stoner 

who organised the event, in conjunction with 

Mike Overall.   Actions speak louder than 

words!  

Roger Lawson  

 

The River Wye downstream of  Pann Mill in 
September 2001, showing how overgrown it 

can get, if not looked after . 
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The History of 90 Easton Street and Clarkeôs 
Solicitorôs Practice 

The recorded history of No.  90 Easton St dates back to 1756, but almost certainly the building 

originates from the 17th century.  Origi nally it would have been built as a dwelling house, but for 

the last 150 years it has been associated with the solicitor õs practice of the Clarke family, and this 

article traces that history.  

The founder of the practice , 

Mr Daniel Clarke , was born 

in Grea t Missenden in 1836, 

and was articled in 1852 to 

Charles Harman, a solicitor.  

At that time Harman was a 

widower, with a young 

family, and lived and 
practised at No. 90  Easton 

St.  On his untimely death 

in 1855 his articles were 

transferred to a Mr W.  

Pul ley, with whom Daniel 

Clarke continued his training.  After obtaining 

his articles in 1856, the practice was 

transferred to Daniel Clarke.  On January 24 

1861 he took a 21 -year lease on the premises 

at £20 per annum, and then 

bought the  freehold on 

Novembe r 19 1870.  

Also in 1861 , Daniel Clarke 

was appointed Town Clerk of 
the Borough of High 

Wycombe, succeeding Mr 

James Harman.  Thus 

commenced an unbroken 

period of 59 years when 

Daniel and his son Arthur 

Joseph Clarke, born in 

1867, served as Town 

Clerks, Da niel from 1861 to 

1896, and A.  J. from 1896 to 

1920.  In addition Daniel was a major 

benefactor and tireless worker on behalf of the 

town, being prominent in many of the 

developments taking place at that time.  These 
included the establishment 

of the High Wycombe 

Building Society in 1861, 

the formation of the 

Waterworks, and the 

construction of the Cottage 

Hospital in 1875, of which 

he was the Joint Secretary 

for many years.  He was 

twice President of the Bucks 

Baptist Association and 

three times Mayor of H igh 

Wycombe, in 1897/98 and 

1902/03 and 1903/04.  

In the 1890s Daniel moved 

up Amersham Hill to a large house known as 

Havenfield, and his son A.  J., following his 

marriage in 1893 to the 

daughter of J. G. Peace, took 

up residence at 90 Easton 

St.  J. G. Pe ace, who was an 

Alderman and Justice of the 

Peace, lived at Castle Hill 

(now the home of Wycombe 

Museum), but sold it in 
1909 to A. J. Clarke.  Peace 

then moved to 90 Easton St, 

and A. J. Clarke to Castle 

Hill.  No. 90  Easton St was 

still owned by A. J. Cl arke, 

so the ôswopõ was probably for convenience, 

J.  G. Peace being at that time an old man who 

would have preferred t o be close to the town 

centre.  

The adjoining building to the 

east of 90 Easton St, No. 89 , 

was at that time the 

Windsor Castle public hous e 

(it had previously been a 
beerhouse known as The 

Paul Pry), owned by 

Wheeler 's Wycombe Brew -

ery.  On March 25 1903 A. 

J. Clarke acquired the 

freehold of this property 

from the brewery.  A plan 

accom panying the deeds of 

this sale show s that the 

property extended some 

100m south from Easton St to the Rye 

ômillstreamõ.  Such a feature must also have 

applied to 90 Easton St ., and a Clarke family 

story relates how the family had a punt moored 
at the river bank, which they 

used to proceed downriver 

as far as t he cricket ground.  

After acquiring No. 89  A. J. 

Clarke carried out various 

alterations to the property.  

These included making an 

access way through to the 

rear of the property, 

rebuilding the frontage, 

raising the roof, installing a 

new doorway with a can opy 

over, and making a new 

door to No. 90 . 

A. J.  Clarke obviously took his duties as Town 

Clerk very seriously, and shortly after 

No. 90 Easton Street, joined to No. 89, once 

the òWindsor Castleó pub. 

The walk -in bay window still offers unique 

views over Easton Street . 

The rear of the house o nce overlooked a 

garden extending to the R . Wye Mill Stream.  


