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We need to know! 
WE DEVOTE four pages of this issue of the Newsletter to a proposal which is close to the heart of 
the purpose for which our Society was set up over 30 years ago. The Rye Protection Society (our 
immediate predecessor organisation) successfully fought plans to put a road across the Western 
end of the Rye. There is now a proposal to create a “Rye Environment Centre” at the far end of 
the Rye, on Holywell Mead. 

Many people will say that the parallel is an unfair one. There is a world of difference between 
taking part of the Rye away to make a road, and sensitively adapting an existing, run-down and 
unused building for a laudable environmental and educational purpose. Indeed, the plan to re-use 
the building has been under consideration for 2-3 years. We have been party to those discussions, 
and we particularly commend the dedication and commitment of BBOWT and the Wycombe 
Wildlife Group. But for 6 months this year, the Steering Group did not meet, the proposals moved 
forward rapidly and many implications became clearer. The external appearance is to be very 
substantially altered. It is to contain an office (no doubt containing computers) as well as display 
areas, and there are to be nine trails in the neighbourhood. Moreover, the Business Plan reveals 
that the aim is to attract over 200 visitors a day, weekdays and weekends, summer and winter, 
and that, after 3 years, the Centre will be expected to be self-supporting financially. 

Some of you will have attended a public meeting on this project last month, hastily convened by 
the Society. That meeting is fully reported in this Newsletter and we hope that those of you who 
did not hear about it or were unable to be there will write to the Hon. Secretary with your views. 
The presentation by the architects reassured many people that the building itself would be 
carefully designed to harmonise with its surroundings. Provided the temptation to make it a 
“landmark” (even a “sensitive” one) was resisted, the building would not harm its environment. 

Sadly, though, the same cannot be said about the coach-loads and the cars, the impact of the 
trails, the security aspects, and the silent threat of commercialisation after 3 years. There is a 
dearth of information about this, and we fear that nobody has worked through the implications 
seriously. 

The District Council and their agents must come up with the answers to these questions. Without 
satisfactory answers, the High Wycombe Society will have no alternative but to object to the new 
planning application by every available means. 

Chris Woodman 

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Planning 

District Local Plan to 2011 
IT SOMETIMES seems that the Wycombe 
District Local Plan to 2011 has been going on 
since time immemorial. I know I have a pile of 
documents some 170mm (7in) high, and 
growing! However, the end is in sight: the 
Public Inquiry is due to start on Tuesday 3 
October after further postponement, though it 
could still be another year or more before the 
Plan comes into force. 

WDC issued a final list of proposed Pre–Inquiry 
Changes (PICs) in June. Most of these changes 
arose from the incorporation of last year's 
housing completion figures into the calculation 
of housing targets and from taking into 
account the Government's latest planning 
policy guidance on housing (PPG3), which we 
described in the Summer issue of the 
Newsletter. Briefly, this calls for higher density 
housing in urban areas and for a Plan, Monitor 
and Manage approach to the allocation of 
housing sites. 

The only PICs we felt the need to object to were 
for retail warehousing on the Wycombe Marsh 
(former Paper Mill and Sewage Treatment 
Works) site and on the former Gas Works site, 
on the grounds that retail warehousing is 
inappropriate to mix with the intended high 
quality housing at Wycombe Marsh and that 
the prime former Gas Works site would be 
better used for leisure activities or for a hotel 
or housing. We have been invited to put our 
views on this topic to the Inquiry in mid-
October. 

An innovation in this Public Inquiry is a Round 

Table Session on 10 October at which all those 
objecting to the main housing policies on overall 
housing requirements, allocation of sites and 
phasing are invited to a round-table discussion 
with the Inspector. One of the points we might 
raise concerns housing statistics. It seems that 
rooms in houses in multiple occupation (HMOs) 
are not counted as separate dwellings, when in 
fact they do provide accommodation for 
thousands of people. Perhaps if they were 
counted, housing targets and hence pressure on 
greenfield sites could be somewhat reduced. 

We have also opted to appear at the Inquiry to 
argue that not all the industrial premises situated 
in mainly residential areas should be forced to 
move. If they are a real nuisance, yes, they should 
go, but otherwise it is an advantage to have 
workplaces near to housing to reduce the need to 
travel to work. 

Among our written representations, which we are 
assured will be given the same weight as 
appearances in person at the Inquiry, we are 
suggesting that there should be more emphasis 
on encouraging the provision of housing 
accommodation in town centres, and also 
encouraging combined heat and power (CHP) 
installations on large business developments to 
improve overall power efficiency and hence reduce 
pollution. 

The Council's slogan for the Plan process is 
'shaping our future together'. Let us hope that it 
really does help to make a better future for both 
people and the environment. 

John Gore 
 

Planning This Quarter 
FIRST OF ALL, an update on last quarter's 
report. We are pleased to say that the planning 
application to convert Abbey Barn Farm into a 
hotel with golf driving range and tennis courts 
has been withdrawn. Hopefully, the farm will 
continue with its agricultural function for many 
years to come. Another planning application 
reported in the Summer Newsletter was for flats 
and retail warehousing on the old Gas Works site 
lying between Lily's Walk and Suffield Road. This 
came up for discussion at the WDC Planning 
Applications Panel on 9 August. One of our 
suggestions that active leisure pursuits for 
young people, such as ten-pin bowling, would be 
a better use for this prime site close to the town 

centre than retail warehouses was taken up by a 
number of councillors. A final decision on the 
application was deferred for further negotiation 
with the applicant on how best the land should 
be utilised. The future of the site is also due to 
be discussed at the Public Inquiry into the 
District Local Plan in October. 

This has been a particularly busy quarter for the 
Group. Wycombe District Council issued another 
list of proposed Pre-Inquiry Changes to the 
District Local Plan to 2011, which we considered 
(see above). Also, we commented on the Draft 
Regional Planning Guidance for the South East 
to 2016 issued by the Government Office for the 
South East. We opposed the housing levels set 

 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 3 NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2000 
 
 
for Buckinghamshire and called for the 
spreading of prosperity to other regions of the 
country to prevent 'overheating' in the South 
East.  

A further planning application to demolish three 
houses in Colville Road and one in Plumer Road 
to make way for three blocks of flats has been 
made following the refusal of a similar 
application earlier this year. This time the 
number of flats has been reduced from 20 to 16. 
However, we still think these flats and the 
associated traffic and parking would interfere 
with the privacy and amenities of neighbouring 
properties, so we have written to object. We have 
also objected to a planning application to 
convert a house in London Road, part of the 
Conservation Area, to a dental surgery on the 
grounds that nine parking spaces in the back 
garden would alter the character of the area and 
cause a nuisance to neighbours. The process of 
developing the former Shrublands Hospital site 
in Shrubbery Road is under way. The Oaken-
grove building is to be retained and an 
application has been made to erect two blocks 
of nine flats and some terraced houses to 
provide 39 properties in all. In our opinion the 
elevations of the flats were too dominant, so we 
have suggested a reduction in height and 
softening of the roof line to improve the 
appearance.  

You would expect the number of planning 
applications being submitted to decline during 
the August holiday season. Not so! The Planning 
Bulletin dated 8 August contained 63 
applications in all, including several larger than 
usual developments. Perhaps developers think 
planning watchdogs are not so alert in August! 
However, two of the larger developments were 
not unexpected. These are outline applications 
for 104 residential units on the Bucks Free Press 
site in Gomm Road, and for 265 residential units 
on the Ercol site. The Planning Group will be 
examining these plans. This extra accom-
modation will help Wycombe District meet its 
housing commitments and reduce pressure on 
our surrounding green fields, but, on the other 
hand, valuable employment land will be lost. 
Who would envy Council planning officials and 
members who continually have to make and 
justify decisions on the best use of a strictly 
limited amount of land? 

John Gore 
 

Frogmoor 
The battle for the trees in Frogmoor was 
eventually lost, despite the writing of many 
letters to District Councillors by your Executive 
Committee. The procedure for determining this 
matter was longwinded, involving several District 
Council Committees and the County Council. A 

position paper produced by WDC officials for the 
Community and Leisure Committee on 13 March 
stated: 

“The proposed scheme results in the loss of seven 
trees, which are in the direct line of the new 
carriageway, and the removal of a further six trees to 
enable a substantially improved and more functional 
civic space to be created for the benefit of those 
who use the town. The quality of the proposed 
scheme relies heavily on the replacement of the 
trees which will separate the new civic space and 
the highway.” 

In our letters, we drew attention to the fact that 
Frogmoor now bears an uncanny resemblance 
(except for the long-lost fountain) to its 
appearance in a Victorian photograph. In the 
end, however, to have made more progress, we 
would have needed the supporting advice of an 
arboriculturalist. WDC officers managed to 
convince Councillors that these trees were poor 
specimens, of a type with only a short life-span, 
and that they would soon start to shed branches 
and would need heavy cropping or worse! And a 
Councillor who consulted a friend in the Forestry 
Commission received similar advice. So the 
western row of trees will come down to make 
room for the widened western carriageway, and 
the eastern row will come down to “open up” the 
bigger open space once the eastern carriageway 
is closed. A few trees may be expensively 
excavated and replanted in a local park – which 
seems to us a singularly misguided use of 
taxpayers’ money. 

Some new trees will be erected in planters in 
what are deemed to be positions that harmonise 
with the grand design. Our councillors were 
impressed that these could be “semi-mature” 
trees with a girth as big as 25cm. But how many 
of them realised that this means a diameter of 
just 3 inches, and that two of the existing trees 
have a girth of 94cm and one of 112 cm? 

We shall record for posterity the destruction that 
will occur during the coming winter. 
 

Pedestrian Footfall 
Wycombe District Council is looking for volun-
teers to assess how many people are coming 
into High Wycombe. This is important data that 
will help with the future development of the 
town. Measurements are taken every third week 
on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. All 
you do is watch how many people pass a pre-
determined point over a 6-minute period. There 
are 14 different points that need to be covered. 
If you are interested in taking part in these 
important surveys, please contact Chris 
Waterton, Planning, Transport and Devel-
opment, Wycombe District Council, Tel: 421129. 

Frances Presland 
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Transport 
Trams and Trains 
August brought some exciting news about rail 
transport, of both the light and heavy kind. 

The Transport White Paper published in July 
1998 was very cool on light rail, because of the 
heavy capital costs, but as the years have gone 
by a few far-sighted local authorities have 
nevertheless persisted with light rail plans. 
Consequently, evidence has been accumulating, 
in this country and abroad, that light rail is 
much more popular than buses – and is 
significantly more successful than buses at 
persuading car drivers to switch to public 
transport. In fact, ten to twenty times more 
successful, so the new national ten year plan for 
transport published in July 2000 includes 25 
new tram services, to be built at a cost of 
hundreds of millions of pounds. 

The latest light rail line to open (May this year) 
is the 28km Croydon Tramlink which cost 
£200m. In less than a month it was carrying 
30,000 passenger journeys a day. Even the 
manager was astonished by this huge response, 
which has produced a 9% reduction in cars 
parked in the city centre (12% on Saturdays), 
while the Whitgift shopping centre in Croydon 
has experienced a 23% increase in customers. 
There is another light rail system called Ultra 
Light Rail which is cheaper to build than 
Croydon’s and has a smaller capacity. It would 
be very unobtrusive and suitable for restoring 
the former rail link between High Wycombe and 
Bourne End, but the line would have to be 
diverted from the original alignment in a few 
places where the old track has been built on. 
Compared with Croydon and other large light rail 
systems it could probably offer even better value 
for money. 

Chiltern Railways is to be warmly congratulated 
on securing a new 20 year franchise. This good 
news arrived in time for their exciting future 
plans to be described at a meeting held in High 
Wycombe on 14 August and arranged some 
weeks earlier. There are to be more trains at 
Wycombe, going to London and Birmingham, 
with high standards of punctuality and 
reliability. These developments provide another 
good reason for restoring the link with Bourne 
End and trains to Maidenhead. 

Elsa Woodward 
 

Bespoke Public Transport 
When Jack Scruton set up the Transport Group 
in 1989, many people already recognised that 
car use could not be allowed to grow indefinitely. 

The Group soon decided that reversing the 
growing car dependency would require some 
innovative kinds of bus services, which would 
have to be based on a fairly detailed knowledge 
of the journeys individuals wished to make. Later 
the Group described this as “bespoke public 
transport”, because the services would be 
tailored to individual needs. In April this year an 
article in a leading transport magazine 
described similar developments elsewhere in 
this country and Europe and called them 
‘demand responsive’ buses. 

Some services would remain similar to the 
present traditional schedules, but others would 
respond to individual requests, either for a 
regular service or to demands made at half an 
hour to a day’s notice. That is, more like taxis, 
but with facilities to easily share a minibus with 
a few others going in the same direction. Such 
arrangements would require computers to deal 
quickly with a lot of journey information. In 1990 
the Group pointed out that computers could 
handle postcodes easily and that those could be 
used to define the start and finish of journeys. In 
1994 the Group suggested how this idea could 
be applied to working out the best routes and 
stops for football buses, which later proved so 
successful. 

Since then some remarkable technology has 
been developed which could greatly assist 
‘demand responsive transport’, and could have 
many applications, including as ‘feeder services 
to mass transit’ systems such as rail, light rail 
and main road bus routes, and also for providing 
economical off peak trips. 

After the article about demand responsive buses 
appeared, the magazine published a letter from 
the Group about possible local applications, and 
this brought a letter from a firm which has 
developed the required clever computer 
software. We have visited this firm at Banbury 
and hope there will be some interesting 
developments in due course, especially since 
there has recently been a Bucks County Council 
initiative to expand the Dial-a-Ride service to a 
wider public. 

Elsa Woodward 
 

The Railway Station 
Back in February the Bucks Free Press ran a 
piece about the proposed development at High 
Wycombe Railway Station. In April we had a 
briefing from WDC officials about the plans and 
they are continuing to keep us up-to-date. 
Formally, the position is that 2 years ago the 
District Council consulted on a Development 
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Brief, which was then issued in December 1998: 
there is no planning application yet. The Council 
had hoped that, in negotiations with the 
developers, John Laing (who now control 
Chiltern Railways), that stage would be reached 
well before the end of 2000, but a number of 
hitches arose. In broad outline, the plan was for 
the ATS Tyre building to be demolished, thus 
opening up a much wider area for development. 
There would be a circulating traffic system next 
to Amersham Hill, with a much better-organised 
area than at present for buses, taxis, cycles and 
dropping off. Behind this there would be a new 
3- to 4-storey office block. Integral to the new 
arrangements was to be the new busway 
allowing buses from the East to cut through the 
traffic congestion by leaving the London Road 
near Spring Gardens, crossing Gordon Road at a 
new roundabout and arriving at Wycombe 
Station from the East. Works on the new busway 
(preparing the ground in the region of Gordon 
Road) have already begun. 

We understood earlier that there were two main 
hitches. First, the office building would take 
some 175 parking spaces from the existing 
station car park and the Rail Regulator insisted 
that these should somehow be replaced. 
Second, there was the matter of compensation 
for ATS Tyre. Both these matters may have 

come down to money: the usual practice in 
cases of this kind is for the local authority to 
obtain the necessary funds from the developer. 
More recently, however, the project was on hold 
while the new railway franchise was determined 
(now re-awarded to Chiltern Railways for 20 
years). 

The Society has taken the view that the Railway 
Station is a vital part of the town’s transport 
infrastructure, but is currently rather cut off 
from the town and needs to be improved. So we 
welcome the greatly improved proposed bus and 
taxi interchange. And we salute the Council’s 
decision that the existing railway station 
architecture (even though it is not Victorian but 
Edwardian) is a modest but handsome part of 
our heritage and should be preserved. Our main 
reservations are, first, that the appearance and 
impact of the new office building needs to 
carefully scrutinised once the plans firm up (and 
if possible before a planning application is 
submitted); and second, we are keen that in due 
course the High Wycombe-Bourne End railway 
line should be restored as an ultra-light railway 
and take its place at this transport interchange. 
More on that in a future issue of the Newsletter. 

Meanwhile, we are most grateful to the District 
Council for keeping us informed. 

 

 

High Wycombe Society On-line 

 
Yes, we’re now on the worldwide web! Those of 
you with a computer and an Internet account 
should key www.highwycombesociety.org.uk. 
The site contains useful information such as 
the officers of the Society and their phone 
numbers and a copy of our constitution, and it 
will be kept up-to-date with our diary of events. 
There is a full screen photograph of the 
wonderful Millennium Arch, in case you missed 
it, and there are links to the sites of the 
District Council and the Civic Trust, and we 
would dearly like to get some correspondence 
on the site too. Perhaps most useful of all, we 
can easily issue “News Flashes” about meetings 
that are held at short notice, such as last 

month’s on the proposed Environment Centre. 
Do drop into our site and let us know what you 
think. 
 

Western Sector 
With the Council’s victory over Tesco in the 
High Court in May over the terms for the 
compulsory purchase of their existing store 
announced in the Summer Community News, 
the log jam over the Western Sector has been 
cleared. Indeed the pace has now hotted up 
with the Bucks Free Press’s revelation that 
Sainsburys intend to migrate their store to the 
Oxford Road. If this comes about, then it will 
go a long way to meeting our concern that the 
relocated bus stops in Bridge Street are too 
remote from the supermarket for pensioners 
and other bus-borne shoppers. 

But even if this particular issue is settled, 
there are other matters: why do the leisure 
activities not include skating or ten-pin 
bowling to occupy our young people? 

Two years ago we were told that members of 
the public would be able to comment on the 
emerging plans once the Compulsory Purchase 
Order was settled. We have recently written to 
Cllr Jennings, Chairman of the WDC Policy 
and Resources Committee, to remind him of 
this and he has confirmed this undertaking. 
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Don’t mention “High Wycombe”!  
!!!  Quiz Time  !!! As we noted in the last issue, the so-called 

“Kingswood” development in the grounds of the 
old Equity & Law site is in Hazlemere not 
Terriers – just. (The old borough boundary 
runs along the A404 near that point.) But 
where do you think Berkeley Homes, the 
developers (with whom we had such helpful 
and successful consultations at an earlier 
stage), think it is? Well, it’s “an oasis of luxury 
homes in the heart of the Buckinghamshire 
countryside”. That’s good! Indeed, it “lies near 
the ancient villages of Hazlemere and Penn”, 
and there are a number of “excellent schools” 
nearby. Might that be the Royal Grammar 
School, we wonder? But how would one get to 
London? Well, “London Marylebone and the 
City are approximately 60 minutes away by 
train from Amersham.” And in the ever-so-
glossy brochure there is a map where the 
words “High Wycombe” appear in tiny letters – 
well, they could have been omitted altogether 
(or even airbrushed out, KGB-style?). A 
location map shows the Kingswood 
development to be situated by a bend in the 
A404 right on top of that lovely pub, the 
Queen’s Head. So it is closer to Amersham! 

Calling all children 1 – 15 years old… A £5 
W H Smith token is available if you can answer 
the following question. 

What area in the town centre is  
known as "The Canal?” 

Send your answers to the Editor (address on 
back page) by 30 September. The first correct 
answer out of the bag will win. 
Questions set by Pauline Cauvain of our Heritage Group. 
Last issue’s question was “Where in the town is the Hen and 
Chickens?” The £10 roll-over jackpot was won by Gayle 
Baker, age 13, of our affiliated organisation the Widmer 
End Residents' Association, who explained it was once an 
inn, situated near the junction of Oxford Street and 
Frogmoor, but is now a shop, Dorothy Perkins. 
Congratulations, Gayle! Another entrant with the right 
answer stated it was the only "pub" he had never had a 
Christmas drink in. He (or she) was excluded on grounds of 
excessive age, or of setting a bad example to other 
children aged 1 to 15! 

At least the happy homeowners won’t have far 
to go to the crematorium. 

 

Lessons from ANTAS 
The Association of North Thames Amenity 
Societies, of which we are a member, met in 
April in High Wycombe and much of the 
discussion dealt with the housing forecasts for 
the South-East which we covered in the last 
issue. There was however a great deal said 
about “permitted development”. In the 1980s 
and ’90s, when many utilities and the railways 
were privatised, the private companies 
inherited powers of permitted development that 
had previously been vested in state-owned 
monopolies. There is widespread concern about 
how the mobile phone and cable companies 
use these powers, but our neighbouring 
associations are equally concerned about 
Railtrack’s use of these powers in connection 
with the West Coast Main Line upgrading – 
which allow them, for example, to put in a 
transformer station every 3 miles without going 
through the planning system. 

A word from our Chairman… 
I feel it is entirely appropriate to commend the 
time and valiant efforts spent recently by our 
Hon. Secretary, Frances Presland, verifying the 
Environment Centre proposals, and also the 
continuing commitment by John Gore over so 
many months on the Local Plan procedures. 

I call upon members individually to think 
carefully why they could not offer more support 
to our Hon. Secretary and Executive Committee 
by participating in any constructive ways in the 
work that we do. For a start, we have vacancies 
on our Executive Committee. 

Roger Lawson 
 

The Hertford association has been doing a 
street audit, and our Marlow friends have been 
reviewing all street furniture and clutter in 
their town.  

When you are in the Wycombe High Street, do 
you look around you? Yes, we all know about 
the balls, and the black bollards which serve to 
keep vehicles off the pavements. But there are 
other huge black metal boxes for heaven knows 
what purpose. And the new bus shelter, 
although it tries hard to be see-through, now 
effectively makes the handsome Tom Burt’s 
house impossible to photograph. 

 

KINGSWOOD 
HAZLEMERE 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
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Events 

Hidden Bucks 3 
THE SOCIETY'S Hidden Bucks tours of 1998 and 1999 had proved very successful, so it was with a 
sense of some anticipation that seventeen members set out eastwards from Duke Street car park on 
the morning of 8th July 2000. 

Our first port of call was the Friends' Meeting 
House at Jordans, where the resident custod-
ian gave us an informative talk on the history 
of the Quaker 
movement and 
explained their 
mode of worship. 
After viewing the 
small museum 
and library we 
were shown the 
grave of William 
Penn, which was 
marked by a 
simple headstone 
identical to all the 
others in the 
graveyard, in 
accordance with 
Quaker practice. 
In fact the graves 
were originally 
unmarked, the 
headstones being 
erected in the 
19th century from information on old plans. 
Our visit to Jordans concluded with a viewing 
of the Mayflower barn, said to have been 
constructed from the timbers of the Pilgrim 
Fathers' ship. The authenticity of this is open 
to some doubt, though it does appeal to 
American tourists. 
A short drive took us to Milton's Cottage at 
Chalfont St Giles, which the poet rented from 
Thomas Ellwood, a Quaker and former pupil of 
his, in 1665 to escape the Plague. In this 
modest house, the only one of Milton's homes 
to have survived, Paradise Lost was completed. 
The resident guide reminded us, however, that 
Milton was by no means only a poet – he was a 
renowned libertarian, historian, administrator 
and linguist, speaking five foreign languages 
fluently. 
From Milton's Cottage, we strolled down the 
road (in light rain) to Chalfont St Giles parish 
church to see the quaint mediaeval wall 
paintings of such diverse biblical scenes as the 
Garden of Eden and the beheading of John the 
Baptist (the latter fortunately not depicted at 
the most gruesome moment). By a happy 
coincidence the church's flower festival was in 
progress. This comprised a series of twenty-two 
beautifully conceived floral representations of 
texts on the theme, "Who is this Jesus?" 

Outside, we paused to admire the curious 
double lich-gate consisting of a rigid double-
sided unit swivelling on a central point. The 

customary pub 
lunch was taken 
at the rather 
exotically named 
"Merlin's Cave". 
Could this be a 
modern re-nam-
ing, replacing 
something more 
pedestrian, I 
wonder? 
Another brief 
drive took the 
party to the 
grounds of the 
Vache, Chalfont 
St Giles' old 
manor house, in 
order to view, 
with the owner's 
permission, the 

memorial erected by Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser 
in honour of his friend Captain Cook, who had 
perished at the hand of Hawaiian natives in 
1779. The footpath to the memorial was only 
negotiable by having recourse to secateurs and 
it was observed by one member that machetes 
might soon have been needed. The elaborate 
two-storey structure stands on a steep mound 
and, since several of our group felt unable to 
risk the slippery ascent, the writer was deputed 
to declaim the lengthy and somewhat florid, 
not to say even flattering, text of the inscription 
for the benefit of those at ground level. 
Once safely back to our parking place, we sped 
off again, this time to the tiny triangle of 
Latimer's village green, its cottages on each 
side nestling behind identical white palings. In 
the midst of the green was a memorial to those 
local men from both Buckinghamshire and 
Hertfordshire who gave their lives in the Boer 
War, and beside it, a simple stone equally 
poignant in its own way. The French 
commander of the Boer army at the battle of 
Boshof, General de Villebois Mareuil, was killed 
in action and his horse was wounded. In 
recognition of his valour, the British 
commander, Lord Chesham of Latimer House, 
had Mareuil's body interred with full military 
honours. His horse was brought to Latimer, 
where he was named Villebois after his late 
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rider, and lived happily for eleven more years. 
His heart and trappings lie beneath the stone 
on Latimer village green. 
The last visit of the day was to the Parish 
Church at Chenies. Joined on to one side of 
the nave, and running the length of it, is the 
Russell family mausoleum – the same Russell 
family whose association with their seat at 
Woburn Abbey in Bedfordshire is perhaps 
better known. The Earldom of Bedford was 
created in the 16th century, and the Fifth Earl 
was promoted to Duke by William III in 1689 
by way of (somewhat belated) apology for the 
wrongful execution of his son, William, Lord 
Russell, in 1683. Although the mausoleum is 
not open to the public, many fine monuments 
can be seen from inside the church by peering 
through the windows in the dividing wall. 
On leaving the church to return to the cars, 
and Wycombe, we noticed that it was raining 
quite hard at one end of the churchyard but 
not at the other, a strange epilogue to a 
memorable outing. 

David Turner 

A repeat of this trip for those who missed the 
first one is to be held on 28 October – see p.16. 
 

Our Literary Day Out 
We were fortunate enough to have lovely 
weather for our day trip, shared with the 
Wycombe Centre of the National Trust, to the 
former home of novelist Jane Austen on 
Sunday June 11th 2000. 

After making our final pick-up at the Sports 
Centre, we made our way via the M4 then 
through pretty Berkshire countryside to 
Chawton in Hampshire. It was just over an 
hour's drive on our "Heyfordian" coach. After 
an introductory talk on the lawn, we were free 
to wander through the house and garden at 
our leisure. It was interesting to see the little 
round table in the window where Jane used to 
write her novels. She had only eight years in 
that house as she became ill and died, at the 
age of 41, in 1817. I found the house very 
homely despite the many tourists, both English 
and European, who were visiting at the time. 
The garden was also very pleasant though 
much smaller now than in Jane's day. We also 
had time for lunch in the tea shop opposite, or 
the pub or sandwiches in the garden, and 
could roam about the little village for a while. 

From there we went on a few miles to Selborne, 
another pretty little village, where we visited 
the home of 18th century naturalist, the Rev. 
Gilbert White, another prolific writer. The large 
gardens at "The Wakes" are being restored but 
are already a wonderful place for a quiet stroll. 

The house also contains a memorial museum 
to Captain Lawrence Oates of Antarctica fame. 

Again we had time to wander about the village, 
visit the church with its stained glass windows 
(one of them modern though in the traditional 
style), look in the well-stocked antique shop or 
just have a quiet drink in the pub. 

Sadly at 5 o'clock it was time to return home so 
we climbed aboard and compared notes or 
dozed on the return journey. How nice to get 
away from the hustle and bustle of Wycombe 
for a few hours. Many thanks to Juliet Davis 
and Ann Simone for arranging this trip. 

Eileen Walters 
 

In the Opinion of a Lot of People 
…It was a very good Coffee Morning on July 
1st! Very special, too, because not only were we 
in the lovely setting of the Wycombe Museum 
but we had the added attraction of being able 
to see the display of Lorna Cassidy's etchings 
(not to mention her excellent antique map of 
High Wycombe, circa 1898 – Ed.). We had a 
Bring & Buy stall too, and a Publications stall 
and lovely coffee and cakes. Above all, we had 
the opportunity to meet friends and fellow 
members and have a chat. 

Too chilly to sit in the garden, but thanks to 
the Curator and pleasant staff we had plenty of 
room in the Education rooms. We raised about 
£100 for our funds to pay for speakers, hire of 
hall and general expenses. 

Our grateful thanks to all who came to help 
and especially to those who just came. 

Olivia Price 
Membership and Publicity Group 

 

Heritage Open Days Timetable,  
16/17 September (see opposite) 

Little Market House, “Making of High 
Wycombe” Display (town history):  

Saturday and Sunday, 10am–4pm 

Little Market House, Craft Displays:  

Sunday, 10am–4pm 

Friends’ Meeting House, 25 London Road, 
Collection of Photographs: 

Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 2-5pm. 

Town Walks, starting from Wycombe 
Museum, Priory Avenue: 

Saturday and Sunday at 2.30pm 

Town Walks, starting from the Parish 
Church: 

Saturday at 3.00pm, Sunday at 2.00pm 

The Town Walks will last for up to 90 minutes. 
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Marie Lloyd and Pann Mill 
I have no expertise with water wheels and 
milling machinery, so I would not be very 
useful to the Pann Mill team. 

However, I do have a passion for Victorian 
Music Hall and have recently researched a 

talk on one of Music Hall's 
most famous singing stars, 
Marie Lloyd. In 1887, at the 
age of 17, she was already 
earning £100 a week. 

She went on to top the bill 
in theatres here and 
abroad, making famous 
such songs as 'Oh, Mr 

Porter', 'Don't Dilly Dally 
On The Way', and 'When I 

Take My Morning Promenade'. 

I would like to present this talk to raise funds 
for the Pann Mill project. Following the talk, 
there will be a light finger buffet and raffle. 
The Friends' Meeting House is a suitable 
setting, so if you can come in Victorian 
costume to enhance the atmosphere, please, 
please do. 

There will be a prize for the best dressed 
Victorian lady, as well as one for the 
gentlemen (so you have ample time to grow 
your whiskers!). 

Please support the event, raise much-needed 
funds and have some fun at the same time. 

If you would like to donate something 
"Victorian" for the raffle, I would be delighted 
to hear from you. 

"The Life and Times of Marie Lloyd" 
Illustrated talk with light supper, 

Friday 3rd November 2000. 
Friends' Meeting House, 25 London 

Road, 
High Wycombe, 7.30pm for 8pm. 
Tickets £6 from Annie Woodward 

 (01494) 527978. 
Come in Victorian costume if you can. 

Annie Woodward 
 
 

Who Shall Buy My Sweet Violets? 
 – Heritage Open Days, 16/17 September 

Well, we hope you’ll be buying lavender 
actually, and pomanders, herbs and other craft 
goods at the Heritage Open Days weekend 
(16th and 17th September). 

The principle behind this nationally organised 
event is to have one weekend in the year when 
buildings or parts of buildings, which are 
normally closed to the public, open their doors 
to let people view them. There are many 
fascinating buildings in High Wycombe, and in 
previous years the High Wycombe Society, 
together with Wycombe District Council’s 
Heritage Officer, have organised tours of these 
buildings. This year, however, response to our 
requests to local businesses to open their 
buildings was very poor. 

This prompted us to look at other ways of 
celebrating the heritage weekend. I went to a 
seminar held by the Civic Trust, which 
organises the event on the national scale. 
Afterwards I had a meeting with Jo Tiddy, the 
Wycombe District Council Heritage Officer, and 
we decided that as the Civic Trust wished to 
add cultural activities to the heritage element 
of the weekend, we would use this to add extra 
interest to the event.  

Little Market House (“Pepperpot”) 
The Heritage Group has met regularly over the 
last six months and we have produced an 
exhibition, to be shown inside the Little Market 
House, called “The Making of High Wycombe” 
which depicts the history of our town, from 
ancient times to the present day, using 
drawings, text and photographs.  

The Wycombe Arts Centre is also holding an 
exhibition, which we hope will enable people to 
appreciate their work and encourage the public 
to help support them in the future. 

Craft demonstrations and town trails 
The exhibition stalls will be in the paved area 
underneath the arches of the building. These 
will take place on the Sunday only, because of 
the Saturday market.  

Town trails will be held on both afternoons. 
Each day, one trail will begin as usual from the 
Parish Church but there will be an additional 
trail starting each day from the Wycombe 
Museum (see times opposite.) 

Crafts represented include: 

Woodturning Wool spinning Lace making 
 Glass Painting Marzipan fruits 
And any other craftspeople I can find to 
participate on the day! 

Frances Presland 
Hon. Secretary 
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Quarterly meeting 

A Social History of the Furniture Industry 
THE TALK by James Rattue, assistant Curator of the Wycombe Museum, on the Social History of 
the Furniture Industry, had been long awaited, and he did not disappoint. It was an illustrated wide-
ranging tour-de-force through the industry that has, since the eighteenth century, shaped our town. 

James began with a shot of the delightful 
building where he works – Castle Hill House in 
Priory Avenue, which was sold to the Borough 
Council in 1962 by the Clarke family, to 
provide space for collections that had 
previously been housed in the Reference 
Library. He then passed on to a shot of a 
Windsor chair, which epitomises Thames 
Valley chairmaking. A Windsor chair is a "stool 
with a back" – the back is independent of the 
legs – and (though nobody is certain) it seems 
that the name comes from the fact that they 
were shipped on to barges at Windsor for the 
journey to markets in London and elsewhere. 
The first known reference to the term is in the 
inventory of an émigré to America in the 1690s. 

In fact, chairmaking in Wycombe did not really 
take off until the late 18th century. (Before 
that, the town had thrived on cloth-, lace- and 
paper-making.) Wycombe's first trade directory 
in 1782 contained just 3 chairmakers, but 
within 15 years there were 30 firms, and by the 
mid-19th century, it dominated our town's 
economy. By the 1870s there were a million 
and a half chairs being made around Wycombe 
every year! 

As everyone knows, Wycombe made chairs 
because it was surrounded by trees. The name 
"Booker", it seems, means "beech tree" in 
Anglo-Saxon. And before chairmaking, 
Wycombe gained from the sale of firewood – as 
much as £1,000-worth was recorded as lying 
on Little Marlow Manor estate in 1688. 
Chairmaking turned these woods into an 
industrial landscape – a slide from the 1890s 
showed a forest with trees all the same age and 
size, unlike today. 

The first stage of making a chair was to turn 
the legs. The craft of the "bodgers" – as they are 
popularly known today but did not like to be 
called (they were "chair leg turners") – was a 
highly skilled one. They knew precisely how to 
get the maximum number of legs out of a piece 
of wood, and the shave horses and pole lathes, 
unchanged for centuries, needed a great deal of 
experience. The account books of Mr White of 
Beacon's Bottom, who had his own workshop, 
showed that in 1913-14 he was paid 9s. for 
each gross of legs (including the spindles that 
joined them together) and in a good week he 
could make four gross. 

The legs and other parts – the splats and hoops 

and bottoms were assembled in the little 
factories and workshops around High 
Wycombe. Bottoming a chair seat – hollowing it 
out to the shape of an average human bottom – 
was a hazardous job using a hand-adze. One 
famous practitioner was known as Billy "No-
Toes" Neville! Then the chairs were stained 
with a venomous concoction containing nitric 
acid and urine. 

In due course, all these processes were 
gathered together under one roof in little 
factories. The typical early factory had a brick 
ground floor and wooden upper storey with lots 
of windows to let in as much light as possible. 
Some of the workers were specialists who 
rented their own factory space from the owner 
– like your modern self-employed brickie. Many 
buildings were burnt down by fires – not 
always accidental – and in the 1890s new-style 
brick factories began to appear although they 
too rapidly demonstrated their combustibility! 
And the process became much more like a 
modern production line. Some chairs, of 
course, had cane seats using rushes from the 
Thame and Thames valleys. Cane work was 
done mainly by women and girls who suffered 
the inevitable lung diseases from the dust. 

Chairs from High Wycombe were transported 
all over the country, initially in horse-drawn 
carts. Relations with the railways – who 
seemed unable to provide a satisfactory service 
– were poor! One enterprising Stokenchurch 
manufacturer, Mr Tranter, used dog teams to 
avoid the tolls charged on horse-drawn 
vehicles! In due course, early steam vehicles 
cut the journey time to London to a mere 7 
hours! 

As employers, the chair manufacturers were 
decidedly imperfect. Despite the Truck Acts of 
the 1840s, some still paid their employees in 
tokens up to the 1890s. In 1856 the 
Chairmakers' Protection Society was founded 
and after a series of disputes culminating in a 
bitter strike in 1872, an agreement was struck 
that governed wages in the industry until 1913 
when it failed to resolve a dispute about 
payment for upholstering cinema seats. 

The First World War saw women moving into 
many of the jobs formerly done by men, and in 
both wars, much of the production capacity 
was switched to munitions or aeroplanes. In 
the late 1940s, Wycombe's manufacturers 
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made a vital contribution to the design and 
manufacture of huge volumes of "utility" 
furniture. 

And so to the 
present day. 
Whereas in the 
1930s Wycom-
be's furniture 
industry em-
ployed some 
10,000 people, it 
now employs 
more like 2,500 
in perhaps 45 
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in Newlands before the war, caning the chairs 
in the street. The lace ladies would sit on the 
front door step to work and to keep up with 

local news and 
gossip. 

The chair-
masters didn't 
like the first 
trades union, 
and tried to 
keep wages as 
low as they 
could. Rises in 
those days were 
in farthings! Our 
fathers worked 
in cold and 
dust, lacking all 
the things we 

 

 

Wycombe Cane and Rush Works in Victoria Street is a classic
brick-bottomed wooden-topped 19th century chair factory. 
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 survive, some being used 

urposes. 

iew of the variety of chair 
the observation that the 
otif on many Wycombe 
t likely derives from the 
aking tradition, so ended 
le talk. At many points he 
his great debt to his 

r President, John Mayes, 
 much pioneering local 
e tape recordings form a 

useum's archives.  

the floor reflected people's 
ecognising buildings that 
een able to identify. There 
on about the loss of the 
 of regional furniture: for 
e trustees of the collection 
 themselves up and return 
owner in the Cotswolds – 
s to the town. Barbara 
 a much deserved vote of 

Chris Woodman 

ents: 
volved with the trade for 

 the slides presented with 
l area of Wycombe was 
air factories and the lace 
 and the River Wye also 
 the early days was moved 

so it was more practical to 
 into Wycombe rather than 

ctory system did much to 
merly a cottage craft into a 
ny local people will have 
ide the front of the houses 

take for granted 
today. Many of the chairmasters were on the 
local town council and became Mayors and 
Aldermen of the Borough. The work of many of 
our skilled craftsmen can be seen in the Oak 
Room above the old Town Hall, and in the 
library. 

Those factory fires: the last big one was the 
Parker-Knoll one in Temple End. Many now 
remember it – we all lived within walking 
distance and it was easy to go and watch a 
good fire! And when Wycombe's factories 
turned to war work, we had the skills to make 
aircraft for the RAF, tanks for the Army and 
other work for the Navy. 
 

Water Trail 
A lot of hard work has gone into the production 
of a new updated “Water Trail” leaflet. 
Photocopy versions became available “just in 
time” for the Wycombe Show at the beginning of 
September. Look out for them at the Quarterly 
Meeting on 18 October, on Karen’s publications 
stall. Then spend an enjoyable hour with 
friends, following the trail around the Rye. 
A full glossy print will follow later. 

Ann Simone 

*        *        * 

Superior Christmas Trees! 
Merelene Davis, who manages the excellent 
Priestfield Arboretum, now aims to establish her 
own arboretum for tree lovers. She needs to 
recoup her costs (no profit) by selling Christmas 
trees – superior Colorado fir and blue spruce 
which (I am told) do not suffer from needle drop. 
Collect your tree (£10 to £20 depending on size) 
and have a mince pie, at Monksfield, Pednor 
Bottom near Chesham on 16 December (am). 
Contact Barbara Rippington on 01494 565269 
for details. 
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Rye Environment Centre 
EXCEPTIONALLY, this edition of the Newsletter 
runs to 16 pages. We do not expect to repeat 
this too often, but the timing of this issue is 
such that we can bring our members fully up to 
date with a matter that has occupied a great 
deal of your Executive Committee’s time in 
recent weeks, namely the proposal to create a 
new Environment Centre on Holywell Mead, 
Since the 1920s, this has been run and 
managed as part of the Rye – High Wycombe’s 
treasured and unique environmental feature. 

On the face of it, you would think that an 
Environment Centre in a central location should 
be, indisputably, a great and welcome asset to 
our town. The Rye has always been considered 
not merely an environmental but an educational 
asset. Our founder, Jack Scruton, working from 
a former school building in Gordon Road, once 
used to take school parties around the Rye and 
there was a great deal to see, of both local and 
natural history. What could be more appropriate 
than the conversion of a disused part of the 
open air Hoylwell Mead Swimming Pool complex 
for a similar purpose? Yet, the proposals, as they 
have grown (and, goodness me, they have grown) 
have stirred up a terrific amount of controversy 
among our membership.  

Why should that be? Well, the fact is that, since 
a meeting of the regular steering group for the 
project towards the end of 1999, many more 
facts have emerged, the proposals have changed 
in significant ways, and many questions that 
have been raised have simply not been 
answered. Until they are, your Society must take 
a severely questioning view of the plans which 
just might prove to be the most significant 
threat to the Rye since the proposal to run the 
A40 across it in the 1960s. 

Where did the project come from? 

The idea of an Environment Centre on the Rye 
materialised not long after public opinion 
persuaded our Councillors to reject the proposal 
for a commercially run Sports Centre at the 
same location. What made it possible, however, 
was the Government’s Landfill Tax, under which 
organisations engaged in landfill (in this case, 
Biffa) are required to pay a tax related to the 
amount of refuse they deposit, this tax to go 
towards local environmental projects. The result 
was that Biffa were able to find the £500,000 or 
so that would be needed to build the new 
Centre.  

Public Discussion Meeting 
A clumsy title? Well maybe, but “public meeting”
sounds too formal and people get the impression of
being talked at instead of interacting with the
speakers. The idea behind these meetings is to allow
specific, local issues to be discussed in an informal
but organised way. We hope that this will encourage
members of the public to express their views and help
to tackle the impression (not the reality) that “they”
never listen.  

Our first meeting was held on Tuesday 15th August
and the subject was the new Environment Centre.
This was well attended, and bodes well for further
meetings, although some problems did arise with the
format. 

The meeting began with a presentation by Peter
Rickaby, representing Rickaby–Thompson, the
architects appointed to design the building.
Unfortunately he found that he did not have his
overhead projector slides available. This meant he
had to use diagrams which had been originally been
put up to allow the audience to see the plans before
the meeting started. Despite this set–back, we did
learn a great deal about the appearance of the
building. 

None of the other representatives present, (Philippa
Lyons from BBOWT and James Donald from Wycombe
Wildlife Group) gave a presentation, but were willing
to answer questions. Unfortunately, this meant that
there was very little information on the way the
Environment Centre would be organised, both in the
physical layout and day to day operations. Wycombe
District Council was not represented at the top table,
but Lesley Stoner (from the Community and Leisure
Department) answered questions from her place in
the audience. 

Numerous questions were asked, and our Chairman
Roger Lawson ably managed this part of the meeting.
The audience was then asked to fill in a questionnaire
at the end of the meeting, to enable us to collate their
views on what they had heard. There were five main
questions, only four of which were relevant. (A
question asking for an opinion on the new courtyard
area was not mentioned in the presentation.) The
questionnaire is too long to print in full, but a
summary of the results is given below, together with
some of the comments that were made. The
information that was received will be given in detail to
the Councillors for their consideration. I would be
pleased to send a copy of the full results to anyone
who would like one.  

Frances Presland 
Hon. Secretary 

The District Council therefore set up a steering 
group to take the proposals forward. The High 
Wycombe Society has been a member of that 
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group from the start. Meetings were held roughly 
six-monthly and we were glad to see a good 
cross-section of local bodies represented. A 
planning application was submitted for a modest 
conversion of an existing two-storey building in 
the swimming pool complex which currently 
houses the pumping equipment on the ground 
floor and a former café on the first floor, and the 
application was granted. It became clear that 
the project leaders were to be the Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) and the local 
Wycombe Wildlife Group, with the District 
Council performing a facilitating role. A trust 
would be set up and we would be invited to 
provide a trustee. That was the position at the 
end of last year. 

Since January 

During the Summer, we found, quite by chance, 
that the planning application that had been 
approved was considered by the District Council 
as merely “establishing the principle” of an 
Environment Centre in that location. Architects 
were to be selected to design an “appropriate” 
modification of the existing building which would 
depart radically from the original planning 
application. At the same time, we began to 
realise that the scale of the project brought 
other implications which might have a 
considerable impact on the Rye. Furthermore, 
the timescale was clearly to be rushed. At the 
end of June, the District Council told us that the 
architects had been selected and that the aim 
was to consult locally on a planning application 
that would be submitted by the end of August, 
after which the designs would be detailed and 
work would begin on site by the end of the year. 

There followed a flurry of meetings, culminating 
in a public meeting arranged by the Society for 
15 August and advertised on posters around the 
town (see box on p.12). Questionnaires were 
issued to those attending the public meeting and 
the results are summarised on p.15. We are very 
grateful to those who attended the various 
meetings, although we think it is a pity that at 
the all-important public discussion meeting, 
there was no representative of the District 
Council at the top table and neither they nor the 
Wildlife Trusts gave a presentation. The result is 
that, thanks to excellent presentations by the 
architects, we now know a great deal about the 
plans for the building, but far less about the 
impact of the associated activity on Holywell 
Mead.  

The Society’s Position 

It is clear that there is quite a spread of views 
amongst our members and, indeed, amongst 
townspeople at large. So we cannot reflect the 
views of all of our members. But the Society 
does exist to pursue particular aims and 

objectives, and the questionnaire results 
(including people’s written comments which 
space does not allow us to reproduce here) give 
us quite a good steer about fears and concerns 
that a large proportion of our members seem to 
share. 

First, the Building. Some people felt that an 
Environment Centre was simply inappropriate at 
that location. But most people seemed willing to 
tolerate – even to welcome – the Centre provided 
it was as unobtrusive as possible, and did not try 
to make a “statement”. A lot of concern was 
expressed about the possible height of the 
pitched roof, and about light-coloured rendering 
on the new walls, but there was strong support 
for “sedum” as the roof material. There was 
strong opposition to obtrusive lighting at night 
and security fencing: the view was that valuable 
equipment should not be kept on site. And there 
was a strong feeling that office facilities should 
be minimised and certainly not be made 
available to any businesses. 

Second, Facilities External to the Site. We have 
heard it is planned to have as many as 9 “trails” 
from the centre and that as much as £28,000 
has been set aside for this purpose. As with so 
many other aspects of the project, we have no 
hard information. But many members are 
strongly opposed to anything obtrusive such as 
interpretation boards or large direction signs on 
the Rye or Holywell Mead itself. Some people 
simply commented that the trails should be 
unmarked and pamphlet-based, like the Water 
Trail devised by the Society many years ago. 

Third, Pressure from Visitors. This was by far the 
greatest single area of concern. The Business 
Plan for the site suggests the managers should 
aim for as many as 75,000 visitors per year 
(over 200 a day), with people coming from as far 
away as Birmingham. We are frankly incredulous 
about this, and are extremely concerned about 
what might be attempted to achieve such 
targets. Such figures start to make the Centre 
sound more like a theme park than a discreet 
environmental facility. In the days of Jack 
Scruton’s centre in Gordon Road, one or 
sometimes two school classes a day (perhaps 60 
children) was typical. We do not see how local 
schools could possibly provide three times this 
level of custom. And there was widespread 
concern expressed about parking: the existing 
road to the Swimming Pool is not suitable for 
coaches, a successful centre is bound to 
increase demand for parking, yet nobody wants 
the parking area extended.  

Fourth, the Centre’s Long-Term Future. We 
understand the initial funding from Biffa 
includes the running costs for the first 3 years. 
After that, the Centre is supposed, somehow, to 

 

 

(continued on p.15)
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Rye Environment Centre – Ground Floor Plan View 

Rye Environment Centre – South-East Elevation 

Notes: 

1.  These drawings are reproduced from the drawings of the architects, Rickaby Thompso
Associates, issued for consultation. Some text that would be too small to read has been remove
or replaced, and the outlines of the existing and new buildings in the Ground Floor Plan have bee
enhanced for clarity. 

2. The new building is covered by a pitched roof, which extends down on the pool side to cover th
new exhibition space. On the external side, it extends significantly (i.e. more than a normal pitche
roof overhang) beyond the edge of the existing building only for the length of the reception area, a
shown. The peak of the pitched roof is aligned with the centre of the existing roof. 

3. The Ground Floor Plan above is oriented left to right compared to the SE Elevation. 

4. The First Floor accommodates an office (about one-quarter of the floor area) and a larg
partitioned meeting/teaching room. The “Exhibition Space” is ground floor only. 
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Questionnaire Results 
The people attending the Public Discussion Meeting on 15 August (who were roughly equally split 
between Society members and non-members) were invited to complete a 4-page questionnaire 
compiled by the Hon. Secretary. Most questions asked for views on the appropriateness of the 
various proposed features of the plans. Respondents were asked to tick “Agree”, “No view” or 
“Disagree”. In the results shown below, we follow a common survey reporting practice and show the 
difference between the total “Agree” and “Disagree” percentages. So +50 means a heavy majority 
agreeing with the proposition as worded and –50 means a heavy majority disagreeing. 

Section 1 – The Building  

Environment Centre as a landmark site – 55 
Pitched roof with timber shingles – 40 
Pitched roof planted up with sedum (grass-like plant) as a covering + 37 
Incorporation of solar panels on roof + 6 
Extension of Environment Centre on to the swimming pool courtyard – 19 
Section 2 – Visitor Impact and Parking Considerations  

The possibility that this volume of people will have an adverse impact on the Open 
Space 

+ 67 

The possibility of additional pressure on existing parking space + 94 
Provision of metered parking is appropriate in an Open Space – 61 
Section 3 – Security of the site  

If computers and other office equipment is to be held on the site, there will be security 
considerations. Do you have any concerns about security? e.g. more secure enclosure of 
the building, security lighting etc? 

(Note 1) 

Section 4 – Entrance and Courtyard Area (Note 2) 

Section 5 – Operational aspects  

Provision of six themed trails –7 
Display area for local groups and businesses + 25 
Office space for Environment Centre staff + 19 
Office space for hire to local groups – 13 
Provision of teaching area + 43 
Provision of library facilities 0 

Notes:  1.  52% of respondents commented that they saw security arrangements as intrusive. 
 2.  The Entrance and Courtyard Area were not dealt with at the meeting. 
 

(continued from p.13) 

pay its own way. There should be no argument 
with this in principle – Councils should not 
subsidise services that don’t need it. And the 
centre is being designed for low energy use and 
low running costs. But what if the Centre fails 
to achieve this objective? In 2004 there could 
then be terrific pressure to modify the concept, 
push up the sales and put the management out 
to a private contractor. At the very least, the 
protection of the environment of the Rye could 
take low priority and, who knows, with a new, 
flexible building such ideas as a commercially-
run leisure centre could resurface. 

Pending receipt of further views from you, the 
members, the Executive Committee has 
decided, that while we support the principle of 
environmental studies and teaching in the 

former café building, we shall seek assurances on 
four areas – obtrusiveness of the building 
conversion, security lighting, traffic and level of 
usage, and features (such as trails) external to the 
building. It has also resolved that, if satisfactory 
assurances are not obtained, we intend to object 
to the forthcoming Planning Application. We shall 
also seek to clarify the longer-term future 
although we recognise that this may be argued 
not to be a consideration for the current 
application. Our aim will be to obtain appropriate 
conditions that will preserve the character of the 
Rye, our heritage, for future generations. 

We shall take this forward by all available means. 
Meanwhile, if you have views, please write to the 
Hon. Secretary about them, write to the local 
press, and write to your District Councillors. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Miss A Rambow of Maybrook Gardens 
Ms E Hardy of Carver Hill Road 

Correction 

Our apologies for a ‘new members’ entry in the 
Summer Newsletter which should have read: 

Mr J Allison and Mrs N Penn-Allison of Queens 
Road. 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs Vera Instone    

We extend our condolences to her family and 
friends. 
 

 

Christmas Presents 
Christmas is coming. 

"Oh yes it is…!" Why not buy some of your pres-
ents and stocking fillers from our publications 
stall at the next Quarterly Meeting on Wed. 18th 
October? We have a range of inexpensive, 
specialist books in the Shire series, other books 
of local interest, pens, coasters, key rings, paper 
blocks and trails. 

Please form an orderly queue at my table and I 
will be pleased to serve you. 

Happy Christmas… 
Karen Roberts 

 
Annie Woodward gratefully adds: 
Very many thanks to Karen Roberts for volunteer-
ing to take over the publications from me. One 
volunteer is worth two pressed men (or women). 
Karen is enthusiastic and energetic, so please 
put her to the test at the next meeting. I'm sure 
she can sell you something! 
 

 

Historic Buildings Trust 
Come to the Quarterly Meeting on 18th October! 
Martin Andrew will give an illustrated talk on the 
work of this “enabling” organisation, its funding, 
and how it steps in to save buildings, with some 
local examples such as Amersham Museum. 
 

 

You can contribute! 
Many thanks for all your wonderful pieces this 
quarter. The cartoonist (p.7) this time is Ian 
Barratt. But we still need more contributions 
(literary and artistic), and particularly opinions. 

Material for the Winter issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 November, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)
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Put these in your
diary now! 
  
rday/Sunday 16/17 September  
 not as in your programme card!) 

Heritage Weekend: part of the national event. Includes Town 
Trails, Display of Town History, Wycombe Arts Centre 
Exhibition, Photos of Quaker history, Modern & Ancient 
Crafts. Details on pp.8–9, and see posters around the town. 

esday 18 October 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: The Work of the Historic Buildings Trust. 
Martin Andrew, Wycombe Dist. Council Conservation Officer. 
(See above.) 

rday 28 October Hidden Bucks Tour Number 3 using shared cars (a repeat 
for those who missed the first run described on p.7).  
Contact Karen Roberts on (01494) 449780. 

y 3 November 7.30 for 8.00pm 
ds’ Meeting House, 25 London Rd 

Fund-raising evening for the Pann Mill project. Illustrated 
talk by Annie Woodward on 'The Life and Times of Marie 
Lloyd’. Tickets £6.00, including supper. (See p.9.) 

  
day 9 January 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Local Geology.  
Speaker: Dr Jill Eyres, Geologist.  
(Sherry, coffee and mince pies to welcome in the New Year.) 

day 24 April 7.30pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting comprising Annual General Meeting 
followed by short reports by each of the Society's Groups. 


