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Keeping it Green 
HIGH WYCOMBE is a gloriously green town. Overlooking the east of the town is the backdrop of 
Keep Hill Woods, to the west is Tom Burt's Hill and the associated woodland, and above Sands is 
Castlefield Wood. At the centre is the wide open space of The Rye, and to the north, the 
Amersham Hill area is so permeated with trees, that if you fly over it in an aeroplane in the 
summer, you can scarcely make out the roads. On the fringes of the town lie Hughenden Park and 
Manor, the Gomm Valley, Booker Common, West Wycombe Hill – the list goes on and on – and 
the locally designated Landscape Areas and Nature Reserves, and we are surrounded by the 
officially designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Metropolitan Green Belt.  

Greenness is part of our heritage. But it takes work to keep it that way: from the pioneering 
efforts of our predecessors, the Rye Protection Society and now our Friends of the Rye Group, to 
the work of the Countryside Agency which oversees the AONB, to the wide-ranging efforts of our 
District Council right down to applying and enforcing Preservation Orders on individual trees. The 
pressures are relentless. At the Public Inquiry into the Wycombe District Local Plan, every single 
one of the areas of "Safeguarded Land" came under attack from commercial objectors wanting to 
develop it for housing now. The District Council robustly defended their proposed Plan, while 
keeping their options open for the longer term.  

Housing, however, is not the only worry. Successive Governments have contrived to deny this 
country a decent public transport system, and a peculiarly modern threat is Park & Ride. The 
Society has opposed Park & Ride because studies indicate it can add to the total mileage driven 
by cars, and the District Council has long since backed off from its earlier proposals. But Park & 
Ride is also very expensive in land – green land. We are aghast at the suggestion of a sprawling 
P&R site scything its way into the Green Belt and the AONB south of Handy Cross. The M40 
forms a natural barrier to the expansion of Wycombe to the south, which is why some years ago 
we opposed the idea of rebuilding the M40 further south. If there has to be a Handy Cross P&R, 
we believe that, once the motorway junction is rebuilt to improve its capacity, it would be far 
better positioned in the Cressex Island area, closer to the town and its major employment area. 

To be sure, when the Western Sector is developed, people will need to reach it by car. But, as 
those newfangled boards now tell us every day, our car parks are not yet full, and if the situation 
proves inadequate, the least worst option may be to build more parking spaces in the town 
centre. Better that, than to cover our green environs in concrete. 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Planning 

Local Plan Public Inquiry 
SAVE FOR a session on 3 October which will formally close the public proceedings, the Public Inquiry 
into the Wycombe District Local Plan up to the year 2011 is now over. The Inspectors' report is 
expected to issue around the middle of 2002. The Inquiry has given us a good insight into the thinking 
of the Council's officers on many matters concerning the future of the District and in the next issue of 
the Newsletter we shall gather some threads together and draw some overall conclusions. Meanwhile, 
here is our account of the last few sessions affecting High Wycombe town and its immediate 
surroundings. As always, a fuller account is on our web site at www.highwycombesociety.org.uk. 

On 7 June, the Society's Transport Group (led 
by Elsa Woodward) took part in a Round Table 
session into Park & Ride. The Inspector invited 
participants to express a preference from 
several options, including deleting the Park & 
Ride policy from the Plan entirely, adopting the 
so-called "criteria-based policy" as currently 
proposed by the District Council, and adopting 
the four specified sites originally proposed in 
the Deposit Draft version of the Plan. The 
Council said the criteria-based policy would 
require them to consider a full range of other 
traffic management measures before adopting 
any site, effectively as a last resort. 
Nevertheless the Council seemed intent on the 
early implementation of a Park & Ride site in 
the Green Belt south of Handy Cross. Of the 
other sites, Chiltern Railways no longer 
proposed a frequent train service from 
Saunderton so that site seems unlikely to be 
implemented on the scale originally envisaged, 
and Hazlemere and Wooburn Moor are 
definitely relegated to the longer term. After 
further clarification, we and the Chiltern 
Society backed the Council's criteria-based 
policy: removing Park & Ride from the Plan 
entirely would not prevent Park & Ride from 
occurring, but would require it to be 
considered against Government Planning 
Policy Guidance unelaborated by the Plan. 
Summing up, the Inspector said the choice 
seemed to be between a criteria-based policy 
and marking the four previously-proposed sites 
on the map. To us, it seemed on the evidence 
that the criteria-based policy was the only 
defensible option open to the Inspector. 

On 19 June, the Inquiry considered an 
objection by Invensys, the holding company for 
Compair/Broomwade, which would allow the 
company's site off Hughenden Avenue 
(currently employing nearly 300 workers) to be 
developed for mixed use including housing and 
retail warehousing. Currently Invensys are 
trying to sell off the Broomwade operation, but 
they envisaged that whoever bought it would 
want to dispose of most or all of the High 
Wycombe site. The District Council stuck to 
their position that the site needed to be 

retained for employment. The vagueness of the 
Invensys proposal makes it unlikely that the 
Inspector will recommend any change to the 
Council's proposal. 

On 25 June, there was the long-awaited session 
on the horrific A404 diversion from Hazlemere 
through the AONB into the Hughenden Valley. The 
proposed Plan would continue to protect the line 
of the road entered in plans by the County Council 
many years ago (and strongly opposed by the 
Society), in case it is needed for the future 
development of the Grange Farm and/or Terriers 
Farm sites.  The road would be a single 
carriageway, starting from near Brands House in 
Kingshill Road descending quickly into a cutting 
and then following a natural "sub-valley", which 
runs behind Brands Hill Avenue and Green Hill, to 
join Hughenden Road not far from the Green 
Hill/Coates Lane junction. 

Opposing the continued protection were the 
National Trust and the Grange Action Group. The 
National Trust seek to preserve the whole of the 
original Hughenden Estate from development in 
order to preserve the surroundings of the Manor, 
and have recently purchased much of the land 
through which the new road would pass. If 
protection were removed they could declare the 
land required for the road as "inalienable" (i.e able 
to be compulsorily purchased only after a 
Parliamentary resolution). GAG oppose the 
development of Grange Farm (as do the NT) which 
is safeguarded in the proposed plan for possible 
future development (i.e. beyond 2011) and all 
parties agreed that without the Diversion, Grange 
Farm could not be developed. (The County 
Council's witness would not confirm, however, 
that were it not for Grange Farm, the road could 
be dropped; the County Highways people clearly 
still see merit in this road to "relieve" Terriers, 
Amersham Hill and Crendon Street.) 

Much of the argument revolved around the 
visibility of the road from other points in the 
Valley. It was doubtful whether the road could be 
seen from near Hughenden Manor itself, and for 
some reason neither objector seemed to want to 
run the argument that the beautiful views that 
would be most seriously damaged would be from 
the Bellfield Estate and Tancred Road. As for the 
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AONB, the Council argued that while 
Government guidance sets a demanding test 
before development in the AONB can be 
allowed, it was not possible to rule out such 
development at this stage – that depended on 
the level of housing need in the future. On that 
basis, it is difficult to see the Inspector 
recommending that protection of the line of 
this road should be removed from the Plan. 

The final session of interest to the Society was 
on 2 July, when Banner Homes sought the 
immediate allocation of land adjacent to Lane 
End Road, Sands, for 150 housing units. This 
has been "white land" (now "safeguarded land") 
for many years, and the Society had vigorously 
opposed this status in earlier plans. The 
session was the best-attended of the whole 
Public Inquiry, with the Sands Residents 
Association and their District Councillors 
present in force. Banner Homes' case was weak 
and they were not well-informed. In short, they 
did not hold one's attention (see illustration). 
The District Council, in arguing against early 
development, referred to the natural beauty of 
the site described by an Inspector as long ago 
as 1971, and to its poor positioning for public 
transport and access to shops and schools.  

Even if the Inspector were to decide that more 
housing allocation is required in the period during 
the period of the Plan, it seems unlikely that he 
would choose this site. Equally, however, there is 
no reason to think he will recommend dropping its 
safeguarded status, as the Sands residents and 
the Society would wish. 

 

Our lovely new Guildhall 
When I first heard that the Guildhall was going 
to be fitted with a lift and an extra staircase, I 
must admit I was concerned: this is my 
favourite town centre building, and "They" were 
going to mess around with it. 

But it is hard to argue with issues of fire safety 
and access, so I just had to wait and see. The 
work took a long time to complete, but 
everything has turned out brilliantly, and the 
Guildhall looks superb. 

Such care has been taken, particularly with the 
brickwork and floorboards. Also, importantly, the 
original entrance and staircase have been retained 
and the stained glass window can still be viewed. 

In June, when the Guildhall was back in business, 
there were four open days (as some of you will 
know) for the public to view the renovations. 

Along with other Museum volunteers and Society 
members, I took a turn at stewarding these 
sessions and thoroughly enjoyed it. There was a 

display board from the Museum 
depicting the history of the 
Guildhall and its three 
predecessors, some items of 
merchandise and displays on 
access for the disabled. As always 
with any event, one never knows 
how well it will go, so I'm pleased 
to report that the open days were a 
great success. Barbara Rippington 
and I dealt with over 40 visitors in 
the first two hours, and everyone I 
spoke to seemed to be impressed. 

The alterations (for which the 
District Council must be congratul-
ated–Ed.) have made the Guildhall 
accessible to all and more usable, 
thereby ensuring its future. Here's 
to the next 240 years! 

Denise Lindsay 
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Planning This Quarter 
Guildmaster Works  Readers of our Summer 
Newsletter will recall that we had objected to the 
proposal to build a block of some 60 flats on the 
2/3-acre site of this disused factory along 
Desborough Road. At the June meeting of the 
WDC Development Control Committee (DCC) 
many Councillors agreed with us that the 
massive 4-storey block would be too dominant in 
this area, and they deferred a decision on the 
application pending further negotiation. 
Following this, the applicants were kind enough 
to seek a meeting with us and explain to 
Planning Group representatives how they 
proposed to soften the appearance. But we were 
not convinced, and decided to press for no more 
than three storeys. However, at the July DCC 
meeting, a sufficient number of Councillors were 
satisfied with the amendments, and the 
Committee decided to allow the application to 
proceed. We hope this does not create a 
precedent for more tall buildings in this area of 
predominantly two- and three-storey buildings. 

Desborough Castle  Sands Residents’ 
Association alerted us to the news that the 
Council’s Castlefield Challenge Project was 
considering locating a ‘Wheels Park' for 
skateboarding etc. on the site of the Desborough 
Castle Ancient Monument. There is no doubt 
that the town needs skateboarding facilities and 
we have in the past suggested a town centre 
site, but an Ancient Monument is far from being 
the right place, so we have written to WDC 
calling for a more suitable location. 

Residential Care Home in Lucas Road Along 
with the East of Amersham Hill Residents’ 
Association and many local residents, we 
objected to a planning application to demolish a 
house in Lucas Road and build a 33-bedroom 
residential care home for the elderly in its place, 
with a car park for 15 vehicles at the rear. The 
proposed building would have been completely 
out of scale with other local properties, and, with 
its four storeys extending well beyond the rear 
building line, neighbouring gardens would have 
lost their privacy. There was also concern about 
extra traffic generation. We were pleased when 
the Council refused the application. However, 
the applicant has now appealed and there will be 
an Informal Hearing held by a Planning 
Inspector later in the year. 

Adverts in Telephone Boxes The newly formed 
Department for Transport, Local Government 
and the Regions (DTLR) has issued a 
consultation paper on the question of how this 
form of advertising should be controlled, and 
has invited comments by 28 September. The 

paper suggests that one of three possible 
options should be adopted. In brief these are:  

(i) allow adverts to benefit from deemed 
consent, but follow an agreed code of 
practice;  

(ii) allow adverts to benefit from deemed 
consent subject to certain limitations and 
conditions; and  

(iii) all adverts to require express consent 
from the local planning authority. 

The Planning Group recognised that the source 
of the problem was the falling demand for 
telephone kiosks as more and more people 
obtain mobiles, and the telephone companies' 
need to make good the lost income if more 
boxes are not to close or the call charge to go 
even higher. Advertisements attached to bus 
shelters are, of course, permitted. However, we 
concluded that local people should have the last 
word on a case by case basis, so Option (iii) was 
the only satisfactory one. We will be advising 
DTLR accordingly. It is noteworthy that the Civic 
Trust, the originators of the campaign to ban 
these adverts, have also chosen Option (iii). 
Incidentally, the adverts on the kiosks in White 
Hart Street have returned, and they definitely do 
not enhance the street scene. 

John Gore 
 
 

"Hicks Farm Wood" 
Many of you will have seen the correspondence 
between Councillors and members of the public in 
the South Bucks Star about an area of land between 
Hicks Farm Rise and Hatters Lane that has become 
known as Hicks Farm Wood. This was never 
intended to be a wood – it is a steeply sloping 
undeveloped area which with the passage of time 
has become a small wilderness covered in scrub, 
and is now enjoyed by local children and others. The 
District Council has it in mind to throw it into the pot 
of land to be redeveloped when the nearby high-rise 
blocks are demolished to make way for more 
attractive low-rise development. The Planning 
Group thought long and hard about this before 
deciding to object. We do not want to stand in the 
way of modern, affordable housing, but open 
spaces, however they came into being, and 
wildernesses are important, and the attendance at 
local protest meetings has been huge. 

Planning matters are rarely simple. They can involve 
tricky balances between conservation, amenity, 
money and social issues and the Planning Group 
weighs up all these as best they can before taking a 
stand. 
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Quarterly meeting 

Community Transport 
12 JULY saw one of the Society's more "serious" quarterly meetings, on Community Transport. 
Carefully prepared by Elsa Woodward, the leader of our Transport Group, this meeting was 
designed to push forward our understanding of that big grey area of transport that lies between the 
private car and the public bus or train. Private car journeys add disproportionately to car mileage, 
pollution and global warming, and conventional taxis are no better. So the Society is strongly in 
favour of good public transport services in our town. But conventional public transport – buses, 
trams and trains – only makes sense over long distances or on well-trafficked routes where there 
are enough potential users to justify the transport companies in providing a frequency of service 
that will tempt people out of their cars. 
In between lies "Community Transport", where 
good local organisation and modern computer 
technology now offer increasing scope to roll 
back the job of the private car. Our Transport 
Group's vision is that in the future, it ought to 
be possible for commuters returning from a 
day's work in London to phone ahead to 
Wycombe with their postcodes, and by the time 
they arrive at the station, a computer would 
have assigned a waiting vehicle to take them to 
their final destination, along with fellow-
travellers to the same area of the town or 
countryside. Similar arrangements could cover 
forays from home to town centre, and home 
deliveries by supermarkets would mean that 
even a weekly shopping trip could be done 
without recourse to a family car. 

So Elsa had lined up a series of three speakers 
who could tell us about different aspects of 
"Community Transport".  

First came Kathleen Lyons of the Community 
Transport Association (CTA) who explained 
that the CTA has a huge expertise, not least in 
the complicated legal framework. Conventional 
buses (including "community buses") can pick 
up members of the public without pre-booking 
but must operate on registered routes and the 
registered services must be run. Their drivers 
must hold Public Service Vehicle (PSV) 
licences. Recreational groups and community 
service organisations can run minibus services 
(maximum 16 passengers) for their members 
but they must run on a not-for-profit basis and 
all journeys must be pre-arranged. They can 
use volunteer drivers who do not hold PSV 
licences, but unless they passed their driving 
test before 1997, these cannot be paid.  

In short, the existing transport legislation 
seems to be geared either to regular bus 
services, or to groups of users such as 
pensioners, disabled people and sports clubs 
who either have the time and flexibility to book 
well in advance or who wish to travel as a 
group. There seems to be no place in the 
legislation for a premium service for the 
hassled but not hard-up commuter who does 

not wish to become a "member" of anything 
and can book only a few limited minutes in 
advance, unless it is for an individually hailed 
taxi or private hire vehicle. 
Kathleen Lyons gave several examples of what 
could be done – Dial-A-Ride in many towns 
(including Wycombe) for pensioners and 
disabled people, the Fell Runner in Cumbria 
run by local people for shopping trips when the 
local bus service closed down, the "Plus Bus" 
which takes group members to popular 
destinations such as the library, post office, 
hospitals, day centres etc., and "notional route 
buses" which, if booked in advance, deviated 
from their declared route. 
Next Stan Woods gave an inspirational talk 
about the Micklefield Community Transport 
Project, which he runs. This was founded in 
1991 by the Local Health Authority, and 
turned over in 1996 to volunteers. A 16-seat 
wheelchair-accessible minibus is available for 
hire on a day, half-day or multiple-day basis to 
41 member organisations, catering for all ages 
including youth groups. In 2000, there were 
140 successful bookings, but 76 had to be 
refused. A lottery application, due to be 
decided in September, if successful will 
increase the fleet to three vehicles. This project 
clearly offers terrific benefits to its member 
organisations. 
Finally Alan Woods of Express Logistic 
Solutions gave a hi-tech talk on the scope for 
Information Technology to provide a truly 
responsive service to individuals. He referred to 
workplace travel schemes, managed car 
sharing, demand-responsive taxi-minibuses, 
and multi-modal integration with through 
ticketing. Clearly the IT is available to support 
a huge range of options. 
But in the end there is an awful lot of 
pioneering still to be done, by local authorities 
and commercial organisations, and changes in 
legislation may be needed. Experience is 
steadily being built up around the country and 
hopefully Wycombe will be able to take 
advantage of it before very long. 
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"Where will we be going from here?"
JACK SCRUTON died in 1991, and shortly afterwards Olive Scruton and Frances Alexander produced a 
remarkable compendium of verse, essay and personal reflections on Jack's many, many friends, ex-
pupils, and of course members of the High Wycombe Society. 

I have recently perused this fascinating 
publication again, and recalled Jack's terrific 
ability to engage with people on an individual 
basis – "eyeball to eyeball" in modern parlance. 
Many of us were drawn to the Society by Jack's 
enthusiasm and vision, and I was prompted to 
reflect on the Society's progress since 1991.  

Our influence in the Planning area of operations 
is undiminished, thanks to the expertise and 
judgement of John Gore, who has often worked 
alone in the past. Fortunately, John is now 
supported by the Planning Group, whose 
members share the site surveys and the plan-
ning paperwork at the Planning section of WDC. 

Pann Mill has been brought back to life as a 
wheat milling operation by a small group of real 
enthusiasts. The Heritage Group can still 
produce an inspiring exhibition on themes 
related to local communities, history and events. 

The Friends of the Rye Group have always "been 
there" to defend this wonderful open space from 
unwarranted threat of intrusion by inappropriate 
schemes and quasi-commercial interests. The 
Membership and Publicity Group carry forward 
our programme of events throughout the year. 

The Transport Group remains small but the 
Group Leader has produced excellent papers on 
public transport initiatives and liaised effectively, 
together with group members, on highly topical 
transport proposals of the Wycombe District and 
Bucks County Councils.  

So the conclusion could well be that the Society 
is successfully carrying on the work that Jack 
Scruton and other founding members of the 
Society had initiated all those years ago. Indeed 
we have moved on since Jack left us in 1991. 

But hey there! Don’t get swept away in a mist of 
self-congratulation! So often it is a smallish 
nucleus of members who carry all before them! 

Where were you on the Saturday morning 30th 
June, when our Membership and Publicity Group 
organised a Coffee Morning at the splendid 
location of the Local History and Chair Museum? 

Disappointingly, the attendance of society 
members at this pleasant Saturday social event 
was much sparser than last year's. We do value 
your subscription to our Society, but it is you we 
want to see at the Quarterly Meetings and 
programmed and well publicised events. 

Don't leave it to the few enthusiasts – always try 
to be there when we get together as Society 

members for activities that express our 
environmental concerns, and also our 
appreciation of the good aspects of our town and 
the community life around it. 

Roger Lawson
Chairman 

…and the Chairman's jottings… 
The Buckinghamshire Chilterns University 
College (BCUC), right here on our doorstep in 
High Wycombe, have invited your Chairman to 
recent lectures, as part of their desire to be 
involved with the larger community. The most 
recent lecture introduced the new BSc (Hons.) 
course in Policing, in which students seeking a 
professional career "on the right side of the law" 
may enrol for the new academic year. 

The Keynote Speaker was Professor Gloria 
Laycock, formerly of the Home Office Police 
Research Group, and now Director of the Jill 
Dando Institute of Crime Science. Professor 
Laycock and her colleagues summarised the 
areas of study and research and described the 
challenges for trainee criminologists who will be 
joining serving police officers in seeking 
professional qualifications on this BSc course. 

Clearly there are some very technical aspects of 
fighting crime to be learned, in addition to being 
able to spot a man with a flat cap, a blue and 
white horizontal striped jumper and eye mask 
and carrying a bag labelled "loot", as portrayed 
in "Boys Own" or similar publications of 
yesteryear! Talking sociably with fellow guests at 
a reception afterwards, I concluded that all the 
array of forensic medicine and criminology 
gizmos being promoted and discussed would 
come to nought if the policemen and 
policewomen were not adequately trained, 
supported and resourced, out there on the 
streets. Crime statistics are a political football. 
Recurring criticism of the police from some 
pressure groups seems to take no account of the 
instant decisions that individual police officers 
have to make in challenging situations.  

The presentation by a Thames Valley Police 
Inspector was very well presented and it directly 
related to the Community and Race Relocations 
portfolio that he commands at TVP 
headquarters. Here was a professional whose 
feet were very firmly on the ground, drawing on 
a career of experience and knowledge. 

Roger Lawson 
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Charity Stall, 11 August 2001 
A big thank you to Raymond Chamberlin 
(pictured, loading up) and Barbara and Karen 
and Angela and Ann Beaton and Eva and 
Eileen and Yackie and Joan and Annie and 
Roger and Frances and Elsa and Olivia and 
Nick and those who donated… without whom 
we could not have stored, priced, delivered, 
sold and cleared up, and made £80 for the 
Society. While it 
is a good occasion 
for all of us to 
have a clear-out, 
and it can be fun 
helping out, it is 
also quite hard 
work. It was a 
very quiet day in 
High Wycombe on 
11th August, but we have to take the day 
which is allotted to us. Takings were down on 
previous years. Do members, especially the 
helpers, think we should do this again? 

 

Ann Simone 
Not to mention thanks to Ann herself! 
And while we're at it, there were other summer 
events too. The Cream Tea, attended by eleven 
new members and a roughly equal number of 
Committee members etc who like cream (or at 
least tea), was held this year in Gladys 
Pearson's garden and the whole of the 
Membership and Publicity Group weighed in to 
help. The weather treated us well. Gladys' 
garden was delightful and we all got to know 
some very interesting new members. 
And then there was the coffee morning held in 
the grounds of the Museum where we could all 
go and see Walter J Stamps' paintings of 
Wycombe, and fascinating they were too. Once 
again, the Membership and Publicity Group 
pulled out all the stops and it was unfortunate 
that more people did not come along to enjoy the 
ambience. 

 
 

Memories stirred 
I was walking past the open door of Frogmoor, 
the little house which was owned by the Parker 
Knoll factory and is now being turned into part 
of a new pub/restaurant development next 
door and I stopped to look in. A genial 
workman greeted me and I said, "I used to live 
here" – which is true – and he invited me to 
look in.  
So I went down the little step into the short 
passage, and into the small sitting room – the 
same wallpaper, the same small fireplace 
around which Tom Price, Kit (Christopher 
Howarth, classics master at RGS) and I used to 
sit in 1946 (very approx.). I couldn’t go any 
further because of alterations to the building. 

That little sitting room is going to be part of the 
cloakroom for the new development. 

Olivia Price 

Scraps and Snippets 
H Meetings of the new District Council 

Cabinet now take place monthly on 
Wednesday evenings, and very entertaining 
they are too. Cabinet members ("portfolio 
holders") present their cases personally 
and the Leader, Roger Colomb, takes care 
to make sure that the public can 
understand. But the Cabinet's interface 
with the new Improvement and Scrutiny 
Committees is less satisfactory, with 
members of the latter not yet clear about 
their role. 

H On 16 July we availed ourselves of the first 
opportunity to put a formal question to the 
Cabinet in front of the full Council. We 
raised the question of the inadequate 
consultation on the new Sainsbury's store 
and Cllr Paul Rogerson told us there we 
would be consulted on better consultation 
arrangements(!) when a Best Value study 
was completed. (Well, we think he did, but 
we forgot to take our tape recorder!) 

H The Corridor Study, on which we reported 
in our Summer issue, has now surfaced in 
the local press, with Cllr Kathy Dix highly 
sceptical about more traffic lights in 
London Road. We wrote to members of the 
county/district Wycombe Transportation 
Strategy Panel (WTSP) before their meeting 
on 16 July, and were successful in 
persuading them that the consultation on 
the Study should include a public 
exhibition, and we understand that this is 
now accepted by the County Council. But 
Cabinet members clearly feel the study is 
perhaps half-baked and that the 
"solutions" advocated by the Consultants 
need to be questioned pretty closely. 

H Following the WTSP, the Transport Group 
had a wide-ranging meeting with officers of 
both Councils. One of the areas covered 
was cycling, which we hope to cover in a 
future issue. 

H The Transport Group's report on the 
reinstatement of the High Wycombe to 
Bourne End line (HBL) with ultra-light rail 
has received quite an airing in the last few 
months. This campaign still looks like 
being a long haul, but the sense almost of 
despair on the part of officers about the 
traffic on London Road, coupled with the 
evident need to develop a proper link to 
Maidenhead and Heathrow, gives us 
confidence that, sooner or later, somehow, 
public transport in the Bourne End 
corridor will be addressed. 
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Hidden Bucks Tour No.4 
This was the fourth day out, using members' cars, to places described in Jean Archer's Book, "Hidden 
Bucks". We are most grateful to Karen Roberts, Ann Simone and David Turner who organised the trip, 
to Pam Leonard of the Amersham Society, to our scribes (see below) and of course to Jean Archer. 
Seventeen members of the Society arrived at 
the lovely old church of St John the Baptist, 
Little Missenden, on Saturday 23rd June – a 
perfect sunny morning. The church celebrated 
its millenary in 1975, and the Wars of the 
Roses had not yet begun 
when the timber-framed 
porch, one of the most 
recent additions, was built 
in the fifteenth century.  
On entering the church you 
immediately face the larger 
than life 13th century wall 
painting of St Christopher 
bearing the Christ Child 
across the water. To his 
right the story of St 
Catherine of Alexandria is 
told in a series of painted 
panels. She was tortured on 
a spiked wheel, which was 
said to have been shattered 
by an act of God, giving her a sh
before her execution. A modern w
of St Catherine stands alongs
recently by a local artist, replacing
statue sadly stolen in 1980. 
In the abacus of the Saxon Chanc
Roman bricks are clearly visible 
side are Pilgrim Crosses roughly 
the stone, perhaps by pilgrims of t
13th centuries bound for the 
Land. High up in the roof on the s
side is an unusual dormer wi
probably put there to throw light 
a crucifix which would have hun
the east wall in the Middle Ages
Aylesbury-type stone font in 
baptistery is one of very few left in
Chilterns.  
By the churchyard gates, a br
plaque is one of the first memoria
Dunkirk in an English church.
wandered around the village at le
to see the Old Manor House, the
Rectory with its beautifully kept 
yew hedge, the row of pleasant cot
around the tiny village green 
further along, beside the two old p
Mill House and pond. This lovely 
village is hidden from the main 
Wendover road. 
Our host for a very informative w
the old town of Amersham, with i
buildings, was Mrs Pam Leon

Amersham Society. We began at the Memorial 
Gardens, opened in 1949 to commemorate 
those who died in the two world wars. Slums 
previously occupied this area. 

Along the main street we 
saw the building that 
housed Dr Challoner's 
Grammar School, founded 
in 1624. We passed the 
16th century Crown Hotel, 
much altered and restored 
following several fires. At 
the Market Hall we saw the 
old lock-up for disturbers of 
the peace, and then 
followed a pathway to the 
left, leading us to the old 
Baptist Church, now known 
as 'King’s Church', built in 
1783. We came to a lane 
called The Platt, thought to Mis . 
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be the oldest road in 
Amersham. Looking back we could see the old 
rectory on the far side of the valley.  
In Whielden Street, with its many 16th and 
17th century houses – once it had over 50 
shops – we saw the former butcher’s shop. The 
owner had found a sundial in the garden, dug 
it up and attached it to the front. The time was 
extremely accurate give or take the hour for 
British Summer Time. On the opposite side of 

the road was the old workhouse, where 
the inmates occupied themselves with 
lacemaking particularly black lace for 
mourning. 

Then it was back to the parish church 
where we sat and admired the peculiar 
tombstones. Known as body or bale 
tombs, they date back to the 17th 
century. A law required that everyone 
was buried in a wool shroud: anything 
else – for example, silk – and a fine had 
to be paid. Perhaps the tops of the 
tombs represent bales of wool.  

At the summit of a track leading up 
from the church is an obelisk known as 
the Martyrs’ Memorial. Six men and one 

woman died for their faith in the early years of 
the 16th century, burnt at the stake as 
Lollards. At that time the town was considered 
a hotbed of heresy. The Bishop carefully chose 
the spot so that the fires could be plainly seen 
from the town below. You can find out more in 
a section of the Amersham Museum. 
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Over the River Misbourne, we came to Church 
Street and Badminton Court, now converted to 
offices but it was for over 150 years a brewery. 
Until its closure in 1929 it provided jobs for 
much of the town and supplied over 100 public 
houses. Attractive buildings lie on both sides of 
the road - the stables, the brewer’s house, the 
coopery. Beyond the recrea-
tion ground, once used by 
carthorses for grazing, is a 
long low flint-covered building 
– The Maltings – now used for 
light industry and craft 
workshops. 
We saw the lovely view of the 
backs of the houses of the 
High Street, with their little 
wooden bridges across the river, and the 17th 
century town mill. The Misbourne was very 
high and there had been recent flooding. Back 
in the broad High Street we saw the small 
cottages of the peasants and admired the large 
houses of the wealthy merchants including 
Little Shardeloes, purchased by William Drake, 
the squire, in 1637 and used as the family's 
Dower House. 
Finally we reached the Elephant and Castle 
pub (early 17th century) where we enjoyed a 
well-earned lunch and liquid refreshment. Our 

walk around old Amersham had taken us to 
parts many of us had not previously seen. 
Reinvigorated, we set off for Hyde Heath. 
Among the cottages nestling around the 
common was one, St Andrew's church, bearing 
a cross on its roof. Built as a small church 
room in the 1920s, it was soon used as the 

church itself. Here was a very 
different and modern wall 
painting: the whole wall 
behind the altar table showed 
a nativity scene. The local 
artist, Joy Brand, had taken 
local villagers as models for 
the shepherds etc, and the 
brick and flint stable was 
based on a nearby barn. 

We wandered across to the Village Hall – still 
the old army Nissen hut purchased from 
Halton camp around 1924, and still much 
used for drama productions, jumble sales, 
nursery school and all village activities. In the 
car park stood the new shop being run by the 
villagers themselves, in place of the general 
store and post office which had recently closed. 
Very good luck to them in their venture. 

Christine Gooding 
Martin and Kathryn Hearfield 

 
 

Pann Mill  
Flower milling 
One of the greatest attributes of Pann Mill, 
perhaps its greatest, has nothing to do with 
milling at all, it is the wonderful garden in 
which the mill sits. It is but a short walk from 
the centre of the town to the mill, and on a hot 
summer's day the garden is a cool and 
refreshing oasis - a little piece of countryside in 
the middle of the town. That said, it is a noisy 
place - the rush and splash of water in the 
river, the steady buzz of insects, the quacking 
of ducks, the singing of birds – you have a job 
to properly hear the cars on London Road! 
The garden is at its very best in spring when 
the spring flowers are in bloom, and there is a 
sea of colours beneath the bare branches of the 
trees - a sight to inspire anyone. Indeed, I have 
a friend who goes out of her way to walk past 
the mill on her way to work just so she can see 
the spring flowers.  
As I am sure everyone knows, gardens do not 
happen by accident or on their own, but are 
the result of a many hours of very hard work 
over long periods of time. Indeed it is usually 
fair to say that the more natural a garden 
looks, the greater the effort that has gone into 
it. Pann Mill's garden is no exception.  
Over the years many people have helped in the 
garden, none more so than Margaret Simmons. 

Margaret's kneeling figure is so often to be seen 
at the mill, in all weathers, weeding, planting, 
pruning, tidying, and doing the million other 
things that are needed to make the garden 
what it is. Without Margaret's efforts the town 
would not have the mill gardens, and would be 
much the worse for it.  
Those of us in the mill restoration team with 
our minds full of winnowers, wallowers, and 
wedges would do well to never lose sight of the 
fact that the public face of the mill is based 
less on flour and more on flowers. 

Robert Turner 
Hear, hear! The garden helped cover the Group's 
embarrassment (well, actually, they didn't seem 
very worried at all!) at the Open Day on 15 July, 
when three wooden cogs on the pit wheel broke 
and milling was suspended for the rest of the 
day. That is fixed but the Group now faces a bill 
for £1,052 to replace all 52 cogs.–Ed. 

 B  

 

roken – for real!
 Intact – just posing!
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So where did Grandpa work? 
ONE OF the bonuses of running the Society's web site is that I get e-mails with enquiries about 
everything to do with High Wycombe, from all over the world. Most of these I refer directly to the 
District Council or the Museum. But in April I heard from a young lady called Amanda Shea, from 
Saskatoon in the Canadian Prairies. She has been researching the life of her late grandfather, 
whom she met just once, in 1986. She sent (by e-mail) some photographs showing a construction 
site somewhere in High Wycombe around 1950-51, and she wants to know if we can tell her more. 
Henry Arthur Shea was born in London, 
around 1924. In the war he served on HMS 
Hood, the Royal Sovereign and the Duke of 
Kent. After demobilisation he married a lass 
from Kent, and then (known to his friends as 
'Harry') took a series of jobs in steel construc-
tion around England – the refinery at Fawley, 
the High Wycombe job, the Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment at Aldermaston and 
the Jodrell Bank radio telescope. Around 1956, 
he and his wife and two children emigrated to 
Canada where Henry continued to find 
employment in construction and they had one 
more child. Henry died on 14 February 1987 in 
New Brunswick, though all his offspring now 
live in Western Canada. He seems to have had 
an itinerant lifestyle, "drifting around England" 
in Amanda's words, and in Canada the family 
lived in a camper van.  
We show the series of photographs below – 
they have a real sense of period. One shows the 

slope of a spur of land behind. The consensus 
– backed up by photos from the County's 
fascinating photographic archive that can be 
accessed from their web site – is that this is the 
ridge that now runs down from Bellfield 
between Hughenden Avenue and Tancred 
Road. The factory, we believe, must be either 
Broom Wade's (member and Museum volunteer 
Albert Ivermee has established that this was 
extended in the early postwar period) or one of 
those (Parker Knoll?) that were on the Safeway 
site. But we are not certain: a contact in Broom 
Wade's has told Amanda that he believes the 
construction shown by the photo is not right 
for Broom Wade – perhaps we shall be sure of 
that if the factory eventually comes down (see 
p.2). 
If you have evidence that would help Amanda 
resolve this conundrum, please contact the 
Editor and I shall pass it on to Amanda, who is 
eager for our help. 

 

Mobile crane – big for its 
time. 

Henry Shea in 1986 with 
granddaughter Amanda. Harry Shea (right) and colleague. 

Group shot. Mr Shea is second from 
right. No, don't ask! The rising steelwork: Broom Wade's 

or Parker Knoll? 

 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 11 NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2001 
 
 

 
!!!  Question Time  !!! 

Calling all members 1 - 110 years old. Yes, 
we've run out of questions that even a well-
informed child might answer! This time we 
invite responses from anyone at all, in the 
genuine hope of learning something new! The 
question is: 

"What do you know about the Mission to 
Seamen in High Wycombe, and why did 
Wycombe have such a mission at all?” 

Send your answers to the Editor (address on 
back page) by 31 October. Anyone submitting 
an informative reply will receive honourable 
mention in the next issue. 

Questions set by Pauline Cauvain of our Heritage Group. 
Last issue’s question was "Where was there once a leper 
colony in High Wycombe?" In the late 1980s, while digging 
up Desborough Road near the Desborough Avenue junction, 
workers came across some skeletons and the police were 
called. The skeletons lacked the ends of their toes and 
fingers. Local historians then remembered that Wycombe 
once had a leper colony, believed to have been on the site 
of what is now the Oakridge Centre. 

“In My Opinion…” 
Cream tea – another perspective 
On the afternoon of Saturday 21st July the 
Membership and Publicity Group extended an 
invitation to New Members for Cream Tea in 
the garden of a member's house. 
As my companion and I appeared to be the 
only new members attending, we rather felt out 
of place, mainly because some people stayed in 
their clique and did not seem over bothered 
about speaking to us. 
The Invitation read that they would be telling 
us about work currently in progress and 
discussing any ideas we may have had, 
however this did not happen. The members of 
the Executive Committee made us feel 
welcomed, and we were requested by Chris 
Woodman to write our thoughts upon the day. 
Mr P A Marshall 
Mrs P Stevenson 

 

Well now… Eleven new members attended (out 
of 63 invited) and the Membership and Publicity 
Group were quite busy handing out the 
refreshments, but we can see from other 
photographs that arrangements for hosts and 
able-bodied guests to circulate didn't work in all 
cases!!!  We're wary of the hard sell – the 
biennial Cream Teas are as much to make new 
members feel welcome as to inveigle them into 
activity in the Society's groups – but perhaps we 
need to consider a very brief "spiel" by group 
leaders next time. We'd love to receive any other 
suggestions on the occasion, and meanwhile 
we're very grateful for these frank views from 
two valued new members.–Ed. 
 

The Great Stink 
At 7.30pm on Thursday 8 November in the 
Owen Harris theatre, Queen Alexandra Road, 
Stephen Halliday of Bucks Chilterns University 
College will repeat his memorable talk on Sir 
Joseph Bazalgette, 1819-91 ("who built more of 
London than anyone before or since" – streets, 
bridges and of course the sewers), in memory 
of a late colleague. Entry is free but donations 
to a cancer charity will be welcome. If possible, 
let me, Chris Woodman, know of your intention 
to attend so that Stephen can make sure 
enough seats are available. 

Our Programme – What You Thought 
The Membership and Publicity Group were very 
pleased to receive 33 completed questionnaires 
which had been handed out at the AGM in 
April. 
The most popular topic was the role of the 
Museum Service in today's Wycombe, followed 
closely by the Disraeli connection and a slide 
show of Wycombe in the 1950s and '60s. With 
regard to outings, Henley River and Rowing 
Museum and a trip on the Grand Union Canal 
were equally popular. As a result of the 
questionnaire, several more ideas for talks 
have been suggested. We are happy to 
incorporate your preferences into next year's 
programme, depending of course on the 
availability of speakers. 
If anyone has heard an interesting speaker 
recently, I would love to hear from you on 
01628 850522. 

Angela Rees 
Programme Secretary 

 

 

Coffee morning sideshows: 
the Hon. Sec. ready for 
Ascot; and knees – but 
whose? Answers next time!
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr J and Rev Mrs V Beaumont of Upper Stanley 
Street, Sands 
Miss P Burridge of Malmers Well Road, HW 
Mr J Cook of Western Drive, Wooburn Green 
Mr R Griffiths of Kingshill Road, HW 
Mrs J M A Hagley of Rectory Ave, HW 
Mr P Hynard of Priory Ave, HW 
Mr & Mrs S M Jones of Primrose Hill, Widmer 
End 
Ms C A Kraft of Acton, West London 
Mrs P M Stevenson of Highfield Crt, Hazlemere 
Cllr N P Vickery of Rutland Ave, HW 
Miss D E Williams of Easton St, HW 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mrs Rose M Barrett    
Mr Frank Brunner    
Mr Walter A Davies    

Rose Barrett and Frank Brunner were long-
standing supporters of the Society. Both were 
concerned about the local environment and 
quality of life in the town – they did not hesitate 
to write to the Bucks Free Press about local 
issues. Rose was concerned about facilities for 
townspeople and Frank had a passionate 
interest in public open spaces, particularly the 
Rye. Walter Davies too was a very long-standing 
member having joined in 1971. We extend our 
condolences to all their families and friends. 
 

 

Un cri de cœur 
I do enjoy meeting members: it is the most 

interesting part of my work as Membership 
Secretary. However, when looking through my 
record cards, I notice there are many members 
known to me by name only. If you do not 
normally attend our events, please reconsider. I 
know that some members do not like to go out 
at night. High Wycombe is not a dangerous 
place to be. If you can get to the Reggie Goves 
Centre, we can ensure you get a lift home. Just 
approach me or any other Committee member 
and say you need transport home. You would not 
only satisfy my vulgar curiosity but would meet 
other members and find out what we do! 

Annie Woodward 
 

 

The Museum wants you! 
If anyone has any spare time, Wycombe Museum 
could do with a few more volunteers, particularly 
for weekends. A few members are already 
museum volunteers, including yours truly, and I 
can tell you it is worthwhile and very interesting. 

If you would like to know more, please phone 
01494 421895 and ask for Grace Wilson. 

Denise Lindsay 
 

 

Writers, artists, poets… 
Thank you all for your contributions. It was good 
to get some unsolicited pieces this time. Once 
again, thanks to John Gore for his regular pieces 
on Planning, to Ian Barratt for his hard-hitting 
(ouch!) cartoon (p.3), all the way from sunny 
Somerset, and thanks, too, to our Hidden Bucks 
scribes. All contributions, from members and 
non-members, are welcome. 

Material for the Winter issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 November, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)

 
 

 

2001
Tues
Regg

2002
Thurs
Regg

Thurs
Regg
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Put these in your
diary now! 

  
day 9 October 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: "Catering for a King: Working within the 
Constraints of an Ancient Building."  Speaker: Marc 
Meltonville, Experimental Archaeologist, Hampton Court 
Palace. 

 
day 10 January 7.45pm 

ie Goves Centre 

 
Quarterly Meeting: An Historical Walk around Marlow in 
Pictures. Speaker: Dr Rachel Brown, The Marlow Society. 
Drinks and nibbles to welcome in the New Year. 

day 18 April 7.30pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting, followed by a 
talk: "Working with and not against Nature." Speaker from 
The Soil Association. 

rogramme will continue after April 2002. Dates, speakers and subjects are still being discussed, 
ing you an interesting variety of events in line with the Society's ideals. 


