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The Curate’s Transport? 
SEPTEMBER 2005 has seen the long-awaited introduction of Park & Ride to High Wycombe.  
Rather than the over-ambitious plans of the 1990s, we now have a practical service aimed at 
serving people from Cressex and the south and timed to coincide with the start of works on 
the Eden Development.  If parking really gets difficult in the town centre in the next year so, 
many people will have an attractive, economic alternative to their cars and to the hole in 
their pocket made by parking charges.  Already the service is being used by people travelling 
to and from Wycombe Hospital.  We commend Bucks County Council and Wycombe District 
Council for working together on this initiative, and we wish it every success. 

However, there is much more to a good transport policy for Wycombe than a good P&R 
service.  The lack of effective public transport links towards Maidenhead and the south has 
been one of the Society’s concerns for many years.  Now we are also hearing far too many 
other complaints, of dodgy junctions, insensitive application of yellow lines and much else.  
In this issue we publish a veritable tirade by one of our members with his personal views 
about such matters.  There is also talk of new roads in the Handy Cross area which at the 
very least demands thorough scrutiny. 

So the answer is not criticism but engagement, such as the Society’s Planning Group has 
achieved with the District Council on planning issues. Two years ago we had an excellent 
dialogue with the Councils about Demand Responsive Transport, before the introduction of 
the “Rider on Call” and Cressex Express services.  Now we need to repeat that right across 
the transport sphere.  Members who would like to join a new Transport Infrastructure Group 
on such matters should contact our Chairman.  And if you get a phone call suggesting that 
you volunteer, now you will know what it’s all about! 

Hopefully we can then do our part in making transport facilities around our town an effective 
response to the needs of the townspeople and our planet, and not just, like the curate’s egg, 
“good in parts”! 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Planning This Quarter 
This quarter has been taken up with a number of high-profile meetings concerning developments in the 
District, namely the Town Centre Redevelopment (‘Eden’), the former Ercol Site, the new Wycombe 
Development Framework (“Imagine the Future Part 3”), the Masterplan Workshop, St James Homes’ 
proposals for Wycombe Marsh and Persimmon and Redrow’s proposals for the Terriers Farm site, not 
to mention our normal Planning Group Meetings and representing the Society at the Development 
Control Committee.  I can only thank the group for their tireless support in attending these meetings. 

Town Centre Re-Development ‘Eden’  A meeting 
was held with Stannifer–Multiplex Ltd, at which a 
number of subjects were discussed.  A number 
of planning applications for Variations of 
Conditions were mostly acceptable.  The 
question of the roof line and its appearance as 
seen from the surrounding valley viewpoints still 
raises some concerns.  Benoy, the architects, 
have been requested to meet with the Society to 
discuss these concerns and tell us what 
measures are being considered to protect the 
historic views of the town of High Wycombe.   

The main part of the meeting centred around the 
naming of the new centre as “Eden”.  Tony 
Fooks, Planning Group Leader, presented a full 
list of comments received not only from 
members of the Society, but also from members 
of the public, officers of the District Council and 
Councillors, as to its acceptability.  Many of the 
comments received clearly showed a lack of 
interest and dissatisfaction with the choice 
made.  A presentation given by Mr Tim Buckley, 
UK Leasing Director for Multiplex, did not 
explain how the name came about or what 
connection it had with High Wycombe. 

Tony Fooks also expressed the Society’s great 
disappointment that branding consultants, 
DS.Emotion, had not contacted us or consulted 
with any of our members.  Did any consultation 
take place and who with?  No-one in the Society 
had heard of any such action.  The Society also 
expressed its concern as to the lack of form and 
colour in the name and the way it was 
announced.  There was no management of the 
announcement such as use of press, TV, radio or 
staged events.  Names such as ‘The 
Chairborough Centre’, ‘The Beeches’, ‘The Mill 
Valley Centre’ and ‘The Disraeli Centre’ seemed 
not to have been considered.  The Society has 
written a formal letter confirming all the 
comments made at the meeting along with a full 
list of comments received from members etc., 
and we have copied this to Officers and 
Councillors of Wycombe District Council.  In the 
words of a member of the public overheard in 
the High Street, ‘Wycombe people will decide 
what it will called in due course’. 

Sainsbury’s  The Planning Group met 
representatives of Sainsbury’s in the first week 
of September to review their latest plans for the 

Oxford Road development (see p.12). 

Local Development Framework To 2026  
Planning Group members have attended a 
number of meetings/workshops covering all 
aspects of this project by Wycombe District 
Council.  This will culminate in a major meeting, 
‘Imagine the Future Part 3”, at the Kings Centre in 
Desborough Road on the 27th September when 
the Society will be fully represented. 

Wycombe Marsh Residential Development  The 
first Consultation/Exhibition by St James Homes 
Ltd has been held at the Wycombe Marsh Retail 
Park.  A number of Society members attended 
this event and overall it was felt this was a well 
thought-out proposal.  However the main 
concern expressed by all was the amount of 
traffic that will flow on to the London Road 
especially at the junction with Curry’s  The 
number of views expressed at the exhibition 
clearly shows that this issue needs to be fully 
reviewed not just by the developer, Thames 
Water, but by Wycombe District Council and 
Bucks County Council Highways Department.  
The Planning Group will continue to monitor 
these proposals. 

Tesco/BCUC  There is no further news at 
present other than that reported in the Bucks 
Free Press.  The Society is aware that a number 
of detailed discussions are taking place with all 
interested parties as to the future of the 
University College and the development of the 
CompAir Site.  The Society will closely monitor 
these activities. 

Former Ercol Furniture Site  After prolonged 
negotiations including a High Court injunction, 
Wycombe District Council have now received the 
final planning application for the “reserved 
matters” [i.e. the matters, such as the appearance 
and finish of the buildings, not covered in the outline 
application–Ed.] for this residential development.  
The Planning Group are currently reviewing this 
and will make the appropriate representations in 
due course. 

Holywell Mead/Rye Open Space  The Planning 
Group and Friends of the Rye Group have been 
working together to review the current activity in 
both these areas.  In particular we are closely 
monitoring the car park surfacing and all the 
areas of hardstanding that appear to be 
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materialising.  We are also actively investigating 
the suggestions of a skateboard park and BMX 
bike facility in the area (see p.6). 

The question of the report by students of the 
Bucks Chilterns University College (BCUC) to 
Wycombe District Council, referred to on the 
front page of the Spring Newsletter, has been 
taken up with the College and the District 
Council.  The College has strongly repudiated 
any idea that these ideas should become part of 
the Wycombe District Local Plan as suggested in 
the Bucks Free Press report.  They say the work 

by the students was of a conceptual nature only 
and provided an exercise for the third-year 
students. 

The Society has good relations with the 
University College.  We are confident these will 
continue, with ongoing discussions about the 
College’s plans for their new site. 

The Society intends to seek a further meeting 
with Wycombe District Council to discuss the 
future of Holywell Mead and the Rye Open 
Space. 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Regional Action and Involvement South East 
(RAISE)  RAISE has produced a report, 
“Hidden Asset”, to look at the work of the 
voluntary sector in the south-east and they 
unearthed some fascinating facts. 

There are between about 28,000 and 34,500 
voluntary and community organisations in the 
south-east region. 

The value of the voluntary labour generated is 
estimated to be £932 million. 

The age of organisations ranged from less than 
one year to 101 years, but the 21-50 year band 
was the most common. 

Open Spaces Society  Badly drawn-up laws 
seem to have driven a coach and horses 
through moves to protect the environment yet 
again.  This time the failure is due to that part 
of the Countryside and Right of Way Act 2000 
(CROW Act) which states that land may 
become a town green if the relevant inhabitants 
have indulged in lawful sports and pastimes 
there for 20 years and either “continue to do so 
or have ceased to do so for not more than such 
a period as may be prescribed in regulations”.  
No such regulations have been made.   The 
Court of Appeal overturned a decision of the 
High Court and ruled that in view of the words 
“continue to do so” in the amended definition, 
the use for lawful sports and pastimes must 
continue until the date of regulation.  In this 
case, Oxford City Council put up signs on the 
site saying “Private property access 
prohibited”.  This ruling means that any 
landowner may challenge the use of land up to 
the date of registration, and that challenge 
means that land cannot be registered.  The 
Open Spaces Society has donated £10,000 to 
the Friends of Trap Grounds to help them 
mount a legal challenge to this absurd 
situation. 

Thicker than water?  On a lighter note, what 
happened to a member of the Open Spaces 
Society on a visit to the Department of the 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

could happen to any of us if we end up having 
to get identity cards. It seems that a group 
from the Open Spaces Society were visiting 
DEFRA’s London offices and on entry, were 
asked for identification documents.  One  
member of the group showed his blood donor 
card – and was issued with a pass stating he 
was Mr B Positive! 

Improvements at Grange Farm  Widmer End 
News reports good news for Grange Farm.  
British Flora, a wild flower and aquatic plants 
business, has entered into a new lease, 
covering 13 acres.  They also have a further 
26.5 acres under a Farm Business Tenancy for 
wild flower seed production. 

The stables and paddocks will be refurbished 
and re-let, and land is being farmed under  
contract on behalf of the Council.  This has 
meant that inappropriate uses such as waste 
burning, storage and the stockpiling of turkey 
manure will cease.  Restoration and 
appropriate management will allow permissive 
ways and public footpaths to be freely used.  
There is even the possibility of “green burials” 
being allowed on a secluded area of the farm. 

Clear the clutter  The Aylesbury Society’s 
summer Newsletter has an article on a subject 
that inflames many of us – the blighting of our 
streets by superfluous signs.  Our streets seem 
awash with signs that have been put there 
mainly to assuage the demands of traffic 
regulation.  English Heritage is spearheading a 
drive to have these regulations changed, and 
also to make highways engineers review and 
remove signs that are not absolutely necessary. 

Frances Presland 

Phew!!  That Feels Better! 

The Quarterly Meeting on 27 July made short work 
of the undone business from April’s AGM.  In the 
shortest Special General Meeting ever, it was 
unanimously agreed to appoint Nick Giles as our 
Honorary Treasurer for another year. 

Once again, the finances of our Society are in safe 
hands and we can all breathe more easily! 
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Heritage 

We have 3 welcome contributions on “Heritage” this quarter.  Frances Presland will launch a research project 
on Wycombe’s vanished furniture factories at a special meeting on 11 November.  Margaret Simmons, an 
accomplished local researcher herself, intends to issue a regular collection of people’s memories.  And 
Pauline Cauvain, Leader of our Heritage Group, puts forward a variety of topics that aspiring historians among 
you might like to research during the winter months.  Now read on… –Ed.  

------------------------------- 

Recording the history of our vanished 
furniture factories 

The loss of any furniture factory (and indeed any 
manufacturing site) is very depressing for all of 
us.  However, it is important that their 
contribution to the town does not go 
unrecognised.  To this end, the Heritage Group 
wishes to record all of these old places of work, 
but as well as being interested in the buildings 
themselves, we are also very interested in the 
“human” side of their history.  What was it like 
to work in the furniture trade?  What were 
conditions like?  What were the hours?  The pay?  
What skills  were involved and how long did 
people stay in a job on average? 

If you, or someone you know, would be 
interested in talking to us about experiences of 
working in a furniture factory, we will be holding 
a meeting on Friday 11th November at the 
Friends’ Meeting House from 7.00 pm.  The idea 
is to make contact with you all at that meeting, 
and then the Heritage Group will follow up these 
contacts with one-to-one meetings at a later date 
to take down your detailed memories.  
Refreshments will be provided. 

Frances Presland 

All your memories, please! 
As most members probably read the Bucks Free 
Press, I am in danger of repeating myself, so I 
will try to keep it brief.  I recently visited a 
museum in Fareham, Hampshire and was 
intrigued by a series of booklets that are 
produced, I think, twice yearly – called 
“Fareham, Past and Present”.  Basically, they 
consisted of an editorial and a collection of 
letters and pictures of memories of the town, 
and I thought how much I would like to do a 
similar thing in Wycombe.  I was involved with 
Pauline Cauvain’s project with making a map of 
Wycombe Town Centre, for future people to see.  
I researched Easton Street, then Castle Street 
and High Street and found it fascinating—and 
when I am working in Pann Mill Garden, so many 
people come in and talk about  their memories 
of it as a working mill, I want to share it.  The 
theme of the Fareham booklets was boat 
building and the men who went to sea in fighting 
ships – Wycombe has an equally proud history of 
furniture, mills and much more, which should 
not be forgotten.  What do other members think?  
Would they like to help? 

Margaret Simmons 

 

 

Research, or “East Enders”? 
Well, Summer is nearly over and we can start looking forward to long winter nights by a cosy fire and 
television..  If that is what you fancy!   

But how about an alternative?  Why not involve yourself in a spot of research on your own?  You don't 
have to be an academic swot to qualify.  Any age can do it, young or old – all you need is enthusiasm 
and a little time. 

What can you research?  Well, as a member of 
the High Wycombe Society, I would recommend 
a local topic.  Here are a few ideas: 

• Occupations in the town (perhaps in a given 
historical period) 

• Town Mayors 

• Street names 

• People's names and their origins 

• Timber-framed buildings 

• Buildings with ornate plasterwork 

• Past hospitals and their origins 

• The furniture industry  

The list is endless.  And don't say that they have 
been done before – every new researcher can 
come up with something no one else has.  Or 
you can help me with my project: I would 
welcome it.  

How do you go about it? Well, a good starting 
place is the local reference library or the County 
Records Office.  Local newspapers are another 
source: they are usually held on microfiche in 
the Library.  The papers also have a good 
photographic record and if the Editors know 
what you are doing they will only be too pleased 
to help.  You can use Wycombe Museum as 
another source, and in some cases church 
records are worth looking at.  For instance, when 
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I did my work on the Penn tile industry I found 
names for the 14th-16th century tilers in the 
pipe rolls.  Elderly people are worth talking to 
too: it is amazing what they can remember and 
how they can add value to your research. 

You can work at your own pace and in your own 
time for very little cost and get a lot of 
enjoyment from the activity.  There is one 
danger and that is of getting side-tracked: for 
instance you might be looking at a particular 
building and find one of the owners had an 
interesting name, so you start to wonder where 
that came from and before you know it you are 
off on that track and are tracing their ancestors 
from Timbuktu. 

The town centre project I am working on is very 
interesting and is slowly taking shape, but it will 
be a few years yet before it is complete. The 
initial idea of recording the year 2003 has been 
completed and is on the computer, and I would 
always welcome help. However, if you want to 
start on your own it is worth giving it a go and if 
you need any advice, please contact me.  It is a 
stimulating and interesting pastime and one of 
immense value in recording our past heritage. 

So think about it this winter: RESEARCH OR 
EASTENDERS? 

I know which I prefer! 

Pauline M Cauvain 

------------------------------- 

So to sum up: if you have any recollections to do with the furniture factories, or know anyone who does, 
PLEASE COME TO FRANCES PRESLAND’S MEET NG on 11 November.  If you would like to contribute to 
Margaret Simmon’s regular compilation on anything at all about old Wycombe, contact Margaret Simmons 
on 01494 443177 or magssimmons@onetel.com.  And if you want some ideas on research that you might 
do, study Pauline’s piece above.  Pauline can be contacted on 01494 529224 or at cauvainp@aol.com.  The 
Chairman advises me that it is hoped to revisit Pauline’s Town Centre Streets project in the near future.–Ed. 
 

 

Transport 

“A Rough, Slow Road to Nowhere” 
We love to get lively articles.  This one is definitely the view of the author, member Arnie Parr.  But it seems to 
us that he makes many fair points. 

YOU MAY have read in the Bucks Free Press that the Bucks County Council Highways Dept won a 
National Transport award for the condition of the roads in the County.  It is possible that the 
inspectors mixed up their counties, or they may have carried out their inspection from the comfort of 
their offices on computers, but they certainly didn’t visit High Wycombe.  The potholes in the roads in 
High Wycombe are now so numerous and deep that the Town’s highways resemble the Somme 
battlefields at the end of World War 1.  That hole which keeps reappearing on the junction of Bellfield 
Road and Dovecot Road – just outside Sainsbury’s Store – will soon be deep enough to bury John 
Prescott.  If only.  Perhaps Bucks CC’s objective is to allow the roads to deteriorate to the state where 
speed bumps are no longer required.  In this way they will achieve the twin aims of reducing 
expenditure and cutting down speeds at the same time. 

On the subject of road bumps, have you 
noticed that at last Bucks CC has removed the 
bumps in Cressex Road which were 
constructed about four years ago?  Hopefully 
this is the start of a rational approach to 
speeding.  Why construct bumps which 
physically restrict traffic to 20mph in a 30mph 
zone?  If traffic has to be restricted to 20mph 
then impose a 20mph limit, and make sure it 
is enforced.  In Germany road bumps were 
abandoned more than 10 years ago, except in 
very special circumstances, because tests 
proved that atmospheric pollution was 
increased by more than 60% in areas where 
road bumps had been introduced.  It is 
estimated that in London road bumps result in 
up to 500 deaths each year because of delays 
to the emergency services.  Brent Council has 
agreed to remove all bumps because they 

create more problems than they solve. 

My main gripe with regard to road bumps in 
Bucks is the lack of consistency regarding their 
dimensions and application.  The few in 
Beaconsfield are low, gentle and narrow 
enough for even a small car to straddle; there 
are none to my knowledge in Marlow.  Yet the 
ones in Micklefield Road resemble the Maginot 
Line defences and shake the fillings out of your 
teeth even at 5mph. 

Have you noticed the invidious and subtle 
changes to the phasing of many of the traffic 
lights and pelican crossing lights around the 
Town Centre?  The pelican crossing lights in 
Crendon St now give absolute priority to 
pedestrians and stop the traffic as soon as 
activated.  One significant consequence of this 
is that at peak times the traffic cannot cross 
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the lights at the end of Queen Victoria Rd and 
so backs up to the roundabout at the bottom of 
Marlow Hill thus blocking traffic in all 
directions.  Bucks CC seem unprepared to 
accept the problem, mainly, I assume, because 
it is their intention to give ultimate priority to 
pedestrians even if it brings traffic to a 
grinding halt.  My assumption is based on 
discussions held with Bucks CC staff and the 
number of new crossings being constructed 
regardless of their need or the disruption to 
traffic.  The prime example is the extra two 
pelican crossings at the top of Marlow 
Hill/Marlow Rd making a total of five crossings 
for pedestrians, including an underpass, within 
a space of 150 metres in that area. 

You may also have noticed the plague of traffic 
lights which have emerged from the ground like 
moles overnight but been covered over 
awaiting the day of unveiling.  These are mainly 
in the Cressex area at the moment but there 
are more to be revealed on London Rd soon 
when the junctions with Gomm Rd and 
Hammersley Lane will be ‘signalised’ (a bit of 
highways jargon I recently acquired).  I still fail 
to comprehend the reason for the sets of lights 
at the London Rd/Rayners Way junction or 
those on Gordon Rd.  Both sets create serious 
delays on the main roads when there is often 
no traffic exiting from the side roads; surely 
mini-roundabouts would have been better?  

My dealings with the Highways Dept over many 
years lead me to conclude that their hidden 
agenda is to create so many problems for the 
motorists that we all abandon our cars and 
take to public transport or, better still, shanks’ 
pony.  Just as there is a current tendency for 
Government to control all aspects of our lives, 
there is, I believe, an excess of control on the 
free movement of traffic on the roads.  As far 
as I am aware, no figures have been produced 
to show the effects on global warming resulting 
from the many traffic control measures when 
compared against a free flow of traffic. 

The good news is that the parking review has 
been concluded and the new parking plan is 
being implemented.  This will result, for some, 
in more sensible parking arrangements in 
residential areas.  Also, public pressure 
appears to have caused the police to cut down 
on the frequency of the speed traps on Marlow 
Hill.  One day the authorities may implement a 
scheme to ease the flow of traffic around the 
Handy Cross roundabout then we can all 
celebrate.  In the meantime happy motoring 
and say ‘no’ to road rage. 

Arnie Parr 
If you are interested in these issues and would be 
interested in working in a group on them, please 
contact our chairman, Roger Lawson, on 01494 
528047.  And if the County Council feels it’s not 

had a fair hearing, then we’d love to hear from 
them too.–Ed. 
 

 

Looking after The Rye 
A meeting was held on 24th June at the 
Friends’ Meeting House to discuss the District 
Council’s proposals for a skateboard park/BMX 
track on the Rye.  The meeting was attended 
by members of the Society and the public, with 
Mr Derek Tibbetts representing the Open 
Spaces Society. 

The meeting opened with an outline of the 
proposals supplied by Tony Fooks:– 

The District Council’s Leisure Department is 
proposing a 20 metre (~60 ft) skateboard park and 
BMX track, to be made of concrete and partly sunk 
into the ground.  A graffiti board may also be 
provided.  The site being proposed is the area 
between the trees and the boathouse.  The 
Cabinet has approved the proposal in principle, 
but has imposed conditions: 

• The Leisure Department must consult both 
residents and amenity groups. (So far only six 
groups, all of which are pro-skateboard, have 
been consulted.) 

• There must be a proper plan of the proposal to 
view. 

After the consultation period there will be a formal 
planning application. 

Our view is that the actual status of the land 
and of any covenants put upon its use needs to 
be investigated.  This process needs to be 
carried out over the entire Rye, so that we have 
all relevant legal information to hand.  A group 
of volunteers will be needed for this work, and 
anyone interested in being involved with this is 
urged to contact the Hon. Sec. 

At our meeting there were concerns that not 
enough thought had been given to the 
suitability of other sites, and there was a 
discussion of what other sites could be 
suitable. 

These suggestions will be put forward when the 
consultation takes place.  But no one should be 
under any illusions; this is a real threat to the 
Rye. 

Frances Presland 

Do mention the war! 
The current exhibition at Wycombe Museum, 
“Through the War: Home Front Life”, com-
memorates 60 years since the end of WWII, 
with displays on wartime food, rationing, 
evacuees and Wycombe's war effort. There are 
numerous artefacts on show, and evocative 
recorded anecdotes from local people.  It’s 
aimed at all age groups and admission is free. 

Denise Lindsay 
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Seekers and Finders 
Quakers in High Wycombe 1650-2000 - A Brief History 

HUGH AND Joyce Mellor, themselves members of the High Wycombe Meeting of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers), have produced in their book of the above title an interesting and detailed account of local 
Quaker activities over the past 350 years in the context of the wider life of the town over the same 
period. 

George Fox, founder of Quakerism, had started 
preaching his message in 1647 in the last stages 
of the English Civil War which ended with the 
execution of King Charles I. He was imprisoned 
for blasphemy in 1650, but his movement was 
growing, especially in the North of England, as 
“seekers after Truth became 
finders”.  

By 1654 a campaigner had 
come to High Wycombe, with 
some success, it seems, for 
by 1665 it is known that there 
were some 24 active 
members drawn from all 
classes of society, including 
John Raunce, a doctor and 
former Alderman, of Pauls 
Row, and Jeremy Steevens, 
members of whose family 
were active in the local 
Meeting well into the 20th 
century.  Many early 
members were committed to 
prison or fined for ‘offences’ 
such as non-attendance at 
church, non-payment of 
church tithes and refusing to 
take the oath.  

This state of affairs happily 
ended with the passing by 
Parliament of the Act of Toleration in 1689, and 
Quakers and other Nonconformists became free 
to build their own chapels. High Wycombe 
Friends, now numbering about 40, had, it 
seems, pre-empted this development, for one of 
their members, John Archdale, a local landowner 
who lived at Loakes Manor House, now Wycombe 
Abbey, had in 1687 leased them a barn and 
cottage in Crendon Lane for conversion into a 
Meeting House. These premises (see 
photograph) were situated almost immediately 
opposite the White Lion public house, now Finn 
McCoul’s, and were used almost continuously by 
the Friends until 1930, when they were 
demolished for street widening to form the 
present Crendon Street. It is interesting to note 
that the Meeting House grounds backed on to 
the garden of the White House in the High 
Street, which was also owned by Quakers. 

The Wycombe Friends met in rented rooms in 
Corporation Street and Easton Street for a few 

years in the 1920s until purchasing their present 
Meeting House in London Road opposite the 
Rye, which came into regular use in early 1931. 

Prior to the Act of Toleration many Quakers had 
been excommunicated by the established church 
and their burial in churchyards banned. So, as 

early as 1663 High Wycombe 
Friends saw the need for a 
Quaker burial ground and 
negotiated a 1000-year lease 
on a piece of land north of 
Pann Mill. It is estimated that 
some 150 interments were 
made there, the last burial 
being in 1913.   

In 1937 the Borough Council 
accepted the Friends’ offer of 
the land free of charge for use 
as an open space, but they 
failed to maintain the site in a 
decent condition, particularly 
after the wholesale demolition 
of houses in the Saffron Platt 
area in the 1970s. In the late-
1970s the newly-formed High 
Wycombe Society and its 
indefatigable founding Honor-
ary Secretary, Jack Scruton, 
campaigned for a proper 
restoration, and eventually 

Wycombe District Council responded by laying 
the site out as a garden with shrubs, lawns and 
paths. It was formally opened in July 1986 and 
can be seen today at the top end of the Railway 
Place Car Park. 

The Quakers’ premises from 1687 were in
Crendon Lane opposite where Finn
McCoul’s now stands. 

The High Wycombe Meeting had its ups and 
downs over the centuries, and sadly it was 
forced to close in 1870 when only a handful of 
local Friends were left. However, in 1914 it 
reopened and since then Wycombe Friends have 
played a significant part in matters of social and 
philanthropic concern both locally and 
nationally, as Hugh and Joyce Mellor’s book 
bears testimony. 

John Gore 

Seekers and Finders: Quakers in High Wycombe 
1650-2000: a Brief History, Hugh Mellor, ISBN 
185023079, 108pp, £10.00.  Find out more about 
the Quakers at the Quarterly Meeting on 13 January 
2006.–Ed. 
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Pann Mill Rolls On… (Just) 
 

In July 2005… 

Was it just too hot?  Or did everyone just go 
home after the Half-Marathon?  Whatever the 
reason, the July open day was not as well 
attended as usual – and the water was not 
flowing well!   

However, it was still an enjoyable event for those 
who did come, and the “workers” as ever 
enjoyed themselves.  And it increased our funds 
for the Society. 

A delightful innovation was the Children’s 
Activities area, where Mary Woodman 
entertained the children (and older ones too) 
with drawing, colouring, quiz, wordsearch and 
origami.  The idea was to give parents a break, 
and perhaps encourage them to sit awhile over 
the excellent teas and cakes, overseen by Lesley 
Howe and her team. 

Thanks to all those who helped in any way.

Ann Simone 
Programme and Membership 

 

 

…And in September 2005 

It was still distinctly warm – but now pleasantly 
so – and the River was more feeble than ever.  
By backing up the water, the wheel could be 
made to turn intermittently for display purposes, 
but actual milling of flour was impossible.  That 
didn’t stop the sales team taking orders – Sir A 
Sugar would be proud of them! 

And there were compensations, because this 
was the Society’s Crafts and Interests Day.  

Frances Presland brought her jams, jellies and 
piccalillis, Ian Simmons showed off his 
fascinating collection of photographs of 
Mosquito manufacture (that’s the De Havilland 
DH98) in Wycombe’s factories during the war, 
and Raymond and Sylvia Chamberlin brought 
their bees (and the queen actually emerged into 
view from time to time).  Don Murray showed his 
exquisite wood turnings, President Stuart King 
his intricate wooden artefacts, Valerie Page her 
needlework and Anne Simone her knitting and 
Marilyn Pipe’s cards.  The less torpid members 
of the public were able to join Chairman Lawson 
on the Water Trail, and on a more serious note, 
there was a first airing for Frances’ excellent 
display panels about protecting the Rye. 

Financially, the September open day was more 
successful for the Society than the arid July 
event.  Many thanks to all who contributed, not 
to mention the frustrated millers turned 
entrepreneurs.   

And munch, munch, munch, Angela Rees sends 
her special thanks to those loyal, hard-working 
supercooks who, led by Eileen Walters, baked 
and served a range of scrumptious cakes. 
 

 

And over the winter, think bric-a-brac! 

Ann Simone observes that although the 
September Open Day had a bric-a-brac stall, it 
was “not heaving with goodies as usual”.  So, 
please, all members, when it’s time for a clear-
out, remember that the High Wycombe Society 
can use your items that are no longer needed 
and raise valuable funds.  Someone can always 
collect the articles from you if it would help.  
Phone Ann on 01494 448773. 

 

 

Hail from California 
A bonus for the Pann Mill team at the July Open 
Day was a visit from Su Kraus, née Jarvis, and 
her husband, Hank, from California.  The Jarvis 
family were the last millers at Pann Mill before 
the building was demolished in the 1960s, and 
Robert Jarvis Jr gave valuable help to the Group 
during the restoration of the machinery.  Su was 
the youngest of Rob and Rita’s four children and 
grew up in Radnage, making frequent visits to 
Pann Mill while her grandfather, Robert Jarvis 
Sr, was alive.  Husband Hank is now the 
principal of Moosacreek Consulting, Inc. in San 
Diego County.  Su sends her congratulations to 
the team for what they have achieved, which we 
are only too happy to pass on.  In the picture 

you see Hank, Su and (on the right) the leader of 
the Pann Mill Group, our own Robert Turner. 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 9 NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2005 
 
 

Quarterly Meeting 

An Audio-Visual Tour 
of the Churches of South Bucks 

AS SOMEONE with a passionate interest in architecture, I was enthralled by Michael Hardy’s 
presentation at the quarterly meeting on 27 July.  This was a slide show, with commentary, of over 
30 churches in South Bucks, including some around Slough, which used to be part of the county. 

Mr Hardy pointed out all the notable features 
in the churches, many from Mediaeval times or 
earlier, and it did surprise me to learn that 
there are so many Norman doorways (look for a 
rounded arch) and fonts to see, such as at St 
Botolph at Bradenham and St Nicholas at 
Taplow. 

Many churches 
were extensively 
renovated in the 
19th century, and 
new ones built, 
usually in the 
gothic style.  An 
exception to this is 
St James at 
Gerrards Cross, 
opened in 1859, 
with its amazing 
mix of architectural 
styles, incl
Byzantine, Vene-
tian and Chinese. 

uding 

Another St James, at Fulmer, was built in 
1610, the second church in England built after 
the Reformation.  It was largely rebuilt in the 
late 19th century, though the original wooden 
font survives. 

Other memorable churches are Holy Trinity at 

Penn, with its famous 15th century Doom 
painting (of Judgement Day) which was 
discovered by workmen in 1938 (and almost 
thrown out!), St. Peter at Iver, which still has 
an Anglo-Saxon window, as well as many 
interesting later features including the 1727 
monument to one Elizabeth Farington and her 

12 children, and St 
Giles at Stoke 
Poges, famous for 
Thomas Gray’s 
Elegy.  There is a 
large monument to 
Gray here, and a 
family grave.  The 
most modern 
church shown was 
St Francis of Assisi 
at Terriers, opened 
in 1930 and 
designed by Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott. 

The wonderfully simple church of St Nicholas at Ibstone, the 
earliest parts of which date from the early 12th century. 

(Photograph by M G Hardy.)

I enjoyed this talk enormously.  It is quite 
difficult to do justice on the printed page, so I 
would say the next step is to go and visit as 
many of the churches as possible! 

A vote of thanks was offered by John Gore. 

Denise Lindsay

 

 

Something to Read 
I have been given a number of new copies of a 
paperback book called “Two Hundred and Fifty 
Years of Chiltern Methodism” by Barry Sutcliffe 
and David Church.  It is nicely illustrated with 
drawings of local churches, many of them now 
disappeared, and it is also full of interesting 
information about John Wesley and Hannah 
Ball and it gives a lot of lot of facts and figures 
of local church interest.  The book is free 
(although it still seems to be available from 
Amazon at £7.50!–Ed.) but the authors hope a 
contribution will be given to your own church 
funds or to your particular charity. 

I shall be happy to pass on a copy to anyone 
interested who phones me on 01494 527042. 

Olivia Price 
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From the Bottom Up 
"As you may be aware, the existing bridge over the River Wye in Bassetsbury Lane is to be re-built.  
We are the contractor who will be carrying out this work," Geoffrey Osborne Limited informed local 
residents in September last year. 

Bucks County Council, who commissioned the work, say the bridge's loading was limited to 7.5 
tons, while "the east footway was very weak"; qualifying it for Government funding introduced 
following a European Directive which "permitted the general use of 40T lorries in Great Britain, 
ostensibly from 1st January 1999". 

Osborne's letter continued: "The site will be set up from 4 October 2004 and is currently 
programmed to complete duri ice and men... 

Not a straightforward job, laid in o
the situation imposing 
many limitations.  Heavy 
lifting equipment could not 
be brought onto the site.  A 
footway had to be 
provided, and the access to 
Bassetsbury Manor kept 
open, throughout the 
work.  Much effort was 
made to minimise 
disturbance to local 
residents and the ecology 
of the stream.  There was even "an 
archaeological watching brief during the 
construction." 

Most readers will know that the stream splits 
into two above the mill, 
reuniting just below the 
bridge; so there were two 
arches.  The advantage of 
this situation, in theory, is 
that water from one 
channel can be diverted 
into the other to facilitate 
work on one arch at a 
time. 

In engineering terms, each 
new arch is a reinforced 
concrete "culvert box".  The 
contractor’s procedure for 
each box, after demolish-
ing the old arch, is to excavate well below 
stream level, lay a concrete "plug" and cover it 
with a "skeleton" grid of reinforcing rods for the 
base and sides of the box.  A concrete pour 
completes the box's base.  Timber shutters are 
built to encase the sides and support the top.  
An upper skeleton - reinforcement for the top 
and the parapets - is then fixed to the rods at 
the side, and concrete for the sides and top is 

I was soon there with my 
camera, tho
some time to appreciate 
exactly what was going on.  
First they had to cut back 
vegetation, remove the 
parapets and ensure that 
services normally piped 
under the carriageway had 
somewhere else to run.  
Sheet piles were inserted to 
support the banks of both 

channels, and a trench was cut just above the 
bridge, to divert the stream.  They were then 
ready to start work on the southern arch, with 
a couple of pumps to stop the base being 

ox was completed early in 
January, only slightly 
behind schedule. 

Unforeseeable problems 
arose when they started 
pumping out wat

Building the timber structure to encase the 
box’s side. 

the base for the north box.  
The soil they were 
excavating turned out to be 
chalky; they needed to 
prevent suspended chalk 
from the pump’s effluent 
turning the stream cloudy.  
They also found their 
excavation filling with 

water from a spring just below the bridge. 

These problems took them several weeks to 
sort out.  They even

Four of the six pumps and the settling tank to 
keep the River Wye clear. 

pumps and a settling tank, and to divert the 
chalky effluent into a sewer instead of the 
stream. 

Once that was done, proceedings were 
relatively
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e they started work, I can see a big 
Eric Alexander

Lay the parapets and face them (three faces 
brick, one flint).  Restore the service pipes.  
Pull out the sheet piles.  Re-lay the footpaths, 
then the roadway.  The bridge opened to traffic 
on Friday 8th July, though landscaping either 
side of the bridge is still incomplete at the time 
of writing. 

Comparing my recent photographs with ones 
taken befor
difference in the appearance of the parapets.  

This, I am informed, is partly due to new safety 
requirements – how to prevent stray vehicles 
crashing over the edge!  The introduction of 
piers (more a cosmetic than a structural 
feature) was evidently the idea of the county 
council’s agent, Jacobs Babtie.  I like the effect, 
but I hope in future the County Council will 
consult the Society before introducing a change 
like this. 

 

 

A Gardener’s CV 
sue of the Newsletter of the TerryfieOur photograph in the Summer is ld Road garden of member Jim 

y, on March 9th 

went to 

igh 

In 1983 Jim 

ombe is at 

olvement seems endless – a 

tes much of his time to 

re or less, is where we came in! 

Tanner led to an interesting brief correspondence (by email!) with your Editor.  This started along the 
lines of, “Thanks for the photo of the front garden, you should see the back garden, 100 feet long, with 
new potatoes, broad beans, carrots, Brussels sprouts (and on and on the list went) and, by the way, I 
was a gardener to Lord Bearsted at Upton House (now a National Trust property) in Warwickshire.” In 
due course, we got his whole curriculum vitae, on which the following is based!–Ed. 

Jim Tanner was born in the small Oxfordshire village of Hornton, near Banbur
1930.  For many years he was to live in a small cottage with no running water and no electricity.  
The water came from the village tap, and lighting was not even by gas but by candles! 

Jim recalls the war years as if they were Next it was to be local politics.  
yesterday.  He went to school with a gas mask 
on his shoulder, and in 1940, at ten years of 
age, he remembers seeing the evacuee boys 
arrive by coach on the village green.  His father 
was in the Home Guard and had been issued 
with a rifle with one bullet in case the Germans 
landed on the village during the night. 

In 1944, at 14, Jim left school and 
work on a nearby poultry farm for £1.6s.0d a 
week.  From there he moved on to work as a 
market gardener for Lord Bearsted, where he 
would have to touch his forelock with his finger 
when addressed by his Lordship!  Eventually 
he decided to join the RAF Police, and after 
completing his square-bashing at RAF 
Bridgnorth in 1952, he found himself posted to 
a town that he had never heard of, called High 
Wycombe.  On arriving, by train, he says, he 
was “captivated”.  He served three years at 
Bomber Command HQ, not as a policeman, but 
as a driver, and in due course his brother 
joined him at Naphill as an RAF policeman! 

Demobbed in 1955, Jim decided to stay in H
Wycombe, and found lodgings for a pound a 
week.  His first job in Civvy Street was four 
years on the buses.  This often brought out the 
worst in him: patience, he says, is not one of 
his virtues.  In 1959 he joined Harrisons and 
became a trades union official: for several years 
he was elected by ballot as the Convenor.  In 
1972, he became secretary of Wycombe Trades 
Council and in the same year the local TUC set 
up a branch of Pensioners’ Voice.  Today, 32 
years later, Jim still plays a leading role in 
running the branch, though the membership 
now is little more than 50 members – at its 
peak it had 1,600.  How times change! 

joined Betty Barratt and Trevor Fowler on 
Wycombe District Council.  He served for eight 
years and in 1989/90 he and his wife, Sylvia, 
became Mayor and Mayoress of High Wycombe 
– “one of the proudest events of my life”.  
Together they carried out 400 engagements 
and raised £37,500 for equipment for stroke 
victims, at High Wycombe hospital.  Jim’s own 
father had died of a stroke in 1959. 

One of Jim’s lasting legacies to Wyc
Castlefield.  In 1982 he was approached by 
Trevor Fowler’s son, Chris, to help set up a 
committee to form a fund-raising committee for 
a new Community Centre.  Eventually, 15 
years later in 1997, Jim was to open the new 
centre and see District Council Chairman Cllr 
Frances Alexander (another of our members–
Ed.) cut the tape.   

The list of Jim’s inv
finger in every pie, one might say: a governor of 
many local schools, many posts in policing 
(currently secretary of the “CCTV Lay Visitors’ 
Panel”), founder member of the annual 
Wycombe Charity Carnival on the Rye (which 
attracts 4,000 people and raises thousands of 
pounds for local charities), and many other 
appointments. 

Now retired, Jim devo
gardening.  For 14 years President of the 
Wycombe Horticultural Society, he gets to 
hand out the trophies to the winners at the 
annual show.  Back at Terryfield Road, in the 
bungalow where he and Sylvia have lived for 44 
years, the lucky neighbours get to share his 
tomatoes. 

Which, mo
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mrs D C Embleton of Firview Close, Marlow. 
Mr R G Hooker, CBE, of Bledlow Ridge. 
Mr S J Noakes of Lowdon Close, Keep Hill. 
Mr & Mrs W Nugent of Holmoak Walk, 
Hazlemere. 
Mr S Philp of Queen Alexandra Road, HW. 
Mr E I Ridley of The Haystacks, HW. 

Many congratulations to Chris and Julie Gregory, 
on the recent birth of baby Georgia May. 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs Pat Taylor. 
We extend our condolences to Paul, their family 
and friends. 
 

 

The New Sainsburys 
By the time you read this Newsletter, Sainsburys 
and their developers will have held an exhibition 
in the Chilterns Centre (from 15 to 17 
September) about their plans for their new store 
on the north side of Oxford Road (facing the 
Eden development).  We are very grateful to key 
personnel from Sainsburys and their architects 
who gave a full briefing (and, indeed, a full set of 
plans) to the Planning Group on 6 September.  
The Planning Group were encouraged by what 
they saw – the plans were much improved from 
some we had seen earlier – but there are still 
some aspects on which we would like to hear 
members’ views, e.g. about the appearance from 
Oxford Road, and the choice of materials.   

Those of you who attended the exhibition are 
strongly encouraged to let Tony Fooks (01494 
526580) have any comments by 5 October, so 
that we can make the appropriate input when 

the planning application is heard by the 
Development Control Committee on 26 October. 

Good advance publicity for the exhibition was 
given in the Bucks Free Press.  However, it would 
be helpful if any members who are on email but 
did not receive our message urging you to visit 
the exhibition could drop an email to 
chriswoodman@onetel.com so that we can add 
your address to the list for future use. 
 

 

Is There Green Space Left in 
High Wycombe? 
Or has most of it been lost to development? You 
may be surprised how many places there are 
within a three mile radius of the town centre 
where you can find peace and quiet and enjoy 
countryside walks and scenic views.  This will be 
the subject of Roger Wilding’s illustrated talk at 
the Environment Centre on Holywell Mead at 
Wed 26th October.  Please note the venue. 
 

 

Calling all Dendrophiles 
I.e. tree-lovers.  The Downley Horticultural 
Society are running a coach trip to Westonbirt 
Arboretum on 22 October, and they invite our 
members to join them.  Phone 01494 436190 
(£16.00 for adults, £8.00 for children, including 
entry). 
 

 

Contributors’ Corner 
Once again, thank you to all those who have 
provided us with material for this Newsletter.  
Material for the next issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 November, please.   

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 26th October 
7.30pm, Environment Centre on 
Holywell Mead 

Quarterly Meeting: “Green Spaces in and Around Wycombe”.  
Speaker: Roger Wilding, Society Member and Wycombe Wildlife 
Group.  See above. 

Friday 11th November 
7.00pm, Friends Meeting House 

Special meeting for you to exchange experiences about working in 
High Wycombe’s furniture factories.  See p.4. 

2006  

Friday 13th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: “Seekers & Finders – the Story of Quakers in High 
Wycombe”.  Speaker: Keith Chatfield, retired teacher. 

Friday 7th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by Reports 
from the Society’s Groups. 

Our programme for 2006-07 is in active preparation by Angela Rees, who has already lined up some 
exciting events.  More in the Winter Newsletter. 


