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Sharing our Heritage 
IT IS one of the strengths of our Society that our members play their part in other local heritage 
activities.  We have numerous volunteers at Wycombe Museum, in the Friends of High Wycombe 
Library and most recently in the SWOP project. 

“SWOP? What’s that?” you may say!  SWOP means “Sharing Wycombe’s Old Photographs” and is 
a project run by High Wycombe Library (soon to move into new premises in the Eden 
Development) with National Lottery support to make historic photographs of old Wycombe 
available online for anyone to view.  The main collections involved are those of the Museum, the 
Bucks Free Press and the Library itself.  When it is complete, anyone with a computer – anywhere 
in the world – will be able to access many thousands of photographs of old Wycombe and, if they 
want real quality, send off for a high quality print. 

As many of you will know, the Society has its own photographic collection which has been built up 
over many years, and your Executive Committee has now decided in principle (subject to settling 
the copyright issues) to lend this collection to be scanned for the common good.  This will mean 
more publicity for the Society, it will serve to remind us of our own work since the founding of our 
Society 38 years ago, and we ourselves shall benefit from the indexing process which will make it 
that much easier to bring together exhibitions of our own photographs in the future. 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Why SEERA? 
ON 19TH May, the Society held a special meeting to hear about the South-East England Regional 
Assembly, and to think about whether it was a “good thing”.  We could not have had a better speaker 
than Mike Appleyard, who sits on the Assembly as Wycombe District Council’s nominee.  We had 
advertised the meeting shamelessly with a Europhobic banner: the meeting was lively and stimulating. 

The South-East England Region comprises the 
counties of Kent, Sussex, Hampshire and the Isle 
of Wight, Surrey, Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire – a doughnut-shaped piece of 
England which excludes Mr Livingstone’s patch 
in Greater London.  Mike opened with a slide 
which gave one of the aims of SEERA as “To 
press for the region’s interests in London and 
Brussels”.  He noted that this sounded 
“remarkably like regionalisation” (the carving up 
of our nation state into regions that can deal 
directly with the European Union authorities), 
added that he didn’t think many SEERA 
members would regard that as one of its main 
aims, and moved quickly on to the voting 
system.  SEERA has 112 members, but 170 
votes!  74 of the 112 are councillors 
representing local authorities in the Region and 
members representing large counties have as 
many votes as there are districts!  The other 38 
members represent interests such as “faith 
groups”, the CBI, education and the disabled.  
Recognising that they were unelected, Mike said 
they bring additional “interesting comment” to 
SEERA’s work. 

But what is SEERA’s work?  Above all, it seems, 
it aims to get the region growing economically 
and in a balanced way.  The three big issues, 
said Mike, are housing, jobs and infrastructure.  
The “No.1 issue” for SEERA is jobs, he said.  
Getting jobs means attracting business, and 
business won’t come without the infrastructure – 
particularly the transport links.  And, of course, 
if more people come to the area, they need to 
live somewhere and that means houses. 

This led to a knotty debate.  High Wycombe has 
very little unemployment, so why try to attract 
more jobs thus putting even more pressure on 
infrastructure and housing – not to mention the 
AONB and the Green Belt?  Mike was in no doubt 
about all this, indeed, he was passionate about 
it.  There will be times when we seem to have 
too few jobs and times when there are too many.  
But if we want to be prosperous, he insisted, we 
have to keep renewing the business and jobs in 
our area, and that means attracting in new firms 
and new activities.  Currently, he said, Wycombe 
has plenty of jobs for high calibre people and for 
low-skilled people too.  But what we are losing 
“in droves” is jobs for skilled manual and 
technician-type jobs. 

So where does SEERA come in?  Mike had just 
been with other Assembly members on a tour of 
the South Coast, much of which is depressed, 

and told us about the work of SEEDA (the SE 
England Development Agency) which purchases 
spare (often derelict) land and sets up thriving 
businesses, serviced by modern housing, and 
recycling its own profits to the next site.   

If that’s the operational side of the triumvirate – 
SEERA, SEEDA and the civil servants of the 
Government Office for the South-East (GO-SE) – 
the forward planning side is at least as 
important.  It is SEERA’s job to prepare the 
“Regional Spatial Strategy” for the south-east, 
known as the South East Plan.  SEERA has done 
a good job of divvying up the numbers between 
the authorities’ areas (though Mr Prescott, when 
he ran these things, was widely expected to 
override all SEERA’s agreed figures).  But Mike 
Appleyard reckons infrastructure is far more 
important.  With the upcoming “South Midlands 
and Milton Keynes Growth Area” (for which Mike 
is a member of the Delivery Committee!), and 
Milton Keynes aspiring to be one of the top ten 
cities of the UK in population, there will be a 
huge growth of traffic between Aylesbury, 
Wycombe and the Thames Valley, and yet, Mike 
pointed out, the top SEERA officer said last year 
that the dire inadequacy of the A4010 was not 
even “on his radar”.  It is Regional Assembly 
members’ job to make sure it is, and SEERA and 
the South East Plan provide a mechanism for 
getting the message to the Government too.  
(Mike’s preferred solution, and the Planning 
Group’s, is for a new high-quality road to run 
down from Aylesbury below the Chiltern 
escarpment to join the M40 near Lewknor.)  But, 
he said, we all need to be saying this loudly, 
from the same hymn sheet.  And, he said, the 
same goes for improved rail links, which are just 
as important. 

And it seems that a revolution is coming in the 
way infrastructure is funded.  The Government 
has started to say it has to be paid for out of 
locally-raised funds, and the answer, it seems, is 
a locally-set “roof tax” levied on house-builders – 
in Milton Keynes it will be £20,000! – which, of 
course, will be passed directly on to the buyers.  

Whatever his (and our) scepticism about the 
neutering of County Councils, Mike is convinced 
that SEERA offers an important mechanism for 
local authorities to make their voices heard: “It 
would be a mistake for me to just walk out of 
SEERA and say I don’t want anything to do with 
it.”  As for the future, he believes that if Labour 
win the next election, they will try yet again to go 
for directly-elected regional assemblies (accept-
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ed in London but roundly rejected by the 
populace in the North-East).  The Conservatives 
have pledged themselves to abolish regional 
assemblies, but Mike’s view is that they won’t do 
it, because some such forum is so valuable.  The 
annual running cost of the Assembly, he points 
out, at £4.2m, comes out at just 50p per head.  
Your editor’s personal guess is that they would 
opt for a name change and some trimming of 
functions, but that an influential regional forum 
will continue. 

And, again speaking personally, I think I have 
been convinced.  I see no earthly reason for a 
regional assembly, or regional council, whatever 

it is to be called, to be directly elected.  Our 
local authorities (who are directly elected) 
understand our needs well, and better than your 
average voter ever will.  And if we don’t like what 
they do on our behalf, we can throw them out, 
can’t we?  Regional assemblies are doing a 
necessary job.  If they are abolished, they will 
need to be re-invented.  They are part of our life 
now. 

After Mike Appleyard’s talk, our Chairman rightly 
paid tribute to his frankness in setting out the 
facts.  One might mention, too, the immense 
amount of sheer hard work and commitment 
that he brings to his task in SEERA. 

 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
De-Listing debacle  There has been an outcry 
among architectural heritage organisations at 
the proposed de-listing of the Grade II listed 
Commonwealth Institute building in Kensington 
so that it can be demolished.  Both the culture 
secretary, Tessa Jowell, and the foreign 
secretary, Margaret Beckett, have put their 
names to the idea of de-listing via a new Act.  If 
it is acceptable to de-list a Grade II building on 
economic grounds alone, then  this would set a 
serious precedent and it would have very serious 
implications for all listed buildings.   

Heritage Protection Review  This autumn the 
Government will launch a White Paper on the 
protection of England’s historic environment.  
English Heritage will be responsible for 
compiling the main list of historic buildings, the 
scheduling of archaeological sites and 
monuments, and the registration of historic 
parks, gardens and battlefields.  The Paper will 
clarify the designation process, and by 
incorporating local designations,  the new list 
will confirm/endorse the importance of local 
assessment.  It is to be hoped that the new 
legislation will halt the significant damage 
caused by incremental change, when the 
character of conservation areas has been 
harmed by inappropriate extensions or 
alterations, window replacements or other 
actions.  An estimated 22,500 ancient 
monuments - one per day - have been destroyed 
since 1945 (see Power of Place, page 16, English 
Heritage, 2000). 

Living over the shop (LOTS)  Unused or 
underused upper floors of shops are a feature of 
virtually all town centres, and it has been 
estimated that these could potentially house 
500,000 people.  The reason that they are not 
utilised in this way is due to  problems with the 
ownership structure of these properties, and 
without willing owners there can be no progress.  
Practical issues can be overcome: the LOTS 
scheme has produced a leasing arrangement to 

protect the owner’s interests and guarantee 
vacant possession at a fixed future date.   No 
new legislation is needed but what is required is 
central funding, which would be recouped within 
three or four years.  Meanwhile the clamour for 
more new affordable housing grows. 

Famous people who lived “over the shop” 

Prime Ministers traditionally live over number 10 
Downing Street. 

Chaucer – he lived over a property owned by his 
wine merchant father. 

HG Wells, who lived above the Southsea Drapery 
Emporium. 

Farewell English Nature, Hail Natural England 

After its inception in 1991, English Nature 
proved to be a highly effective conservation 
body, but in March this year the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Bill 
received Royal Assent.  It amalgamates English 
Nature, the Landscape, Access and Recreation 
divisions of the Countryside Agency and the 
Rural Development Service arm of DEFRA to 
form a new body, Natural England.  Whether this 
will create powerful synergies or a dilution in the 
protection of our wildlife remains to be seen. 

Diary of a Victorian Gardener 

The diary of William Cresswell was discovered at 
a flea market, and has proved to be a fascinating 
record of his work as a gardener in Streatham, 
and subsequently in the gardens of Audley End 
in Essex around 1874.  As well as describing his 
everyday activities as a gardener, it records 
incidents in his everyday life, from the wooing of 
his girlfriend to his participation in church and 
village events.  

(Diary of a Victorian Gardener, English Heritage, 
96pp, ISBN 1850749884, RRP £12.99, not yet 
published as we go to press.–Ed.) 

Frances Presland 
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Planning This Quarter 
The Society continues to see plenty of activity in the field of developments and forward thinking for the 
future of High Wycombe.  Consequently this keeps all members of the Planning Group fully active. 
Some of the current issues are reported below: 

Skateboard / BMX Track  This continues to give 
the Group some concern as to the actual siting 
on the Sainsbury’s Car Park.  Discussions 
continue with the Leisure and Community 
Department at WDC.  A meeting with the 
Boarders and Bikers held recently has resolved 
the design of the actual equipment and ramps 
required. 

It is hoped this matter will be resolved by the 
end of September. 

Wellesbourne / BCUC Town Development 
There is very little to report this quarter as many 
discussions are taking place with the Officers 
and Developers as to the future progress of 
these two sites.  The Group are being kept fully 
informed and will report on progress in the next 
Newsletter. 

Terriers Farm  The Society and in particular its 
Planning Group have made a strong 
representation that this Proposed Development 
Site be put into the Green Belt.  WDC Cabinet 
has asked its Officers to investigate this issue 
and prepare a statement as to its feasibility.  
The Group are seeking support from all our 
Affiliated Groups and the Chiltern Society.  
Current action is to develop a very detailed 
argument in its wider context for the reasoning 

behind this request which the Group will be 
putting together in the next few months. 

Town Centre  With the ever-increasing 
development to the west of the town, the 
Planning Group have been very concerned at the 
downward trend of the eastern Town Centre – 
the High Street, Railway Station and Easton 
Street.  We therefore sought and obtained  a 
meeting with Mrs P Tollitt, now the “Spatial 
Planning Manager”.  The Group are now 
digesting what we learnt and would like 
members to write in to me with comments and 
proposals that they would like to see in this 
area.  It is understood that there is a move 
within WDC to co-ordinate such ideas and 
discussion in order that a move can be made 
towards regeneration or development of the area 
as whole. 

Planning & sustainability service  Tony Fooks 
has been asked to join WDC’s Customer Advisory 
Group to review the “update and change” project 
within the Planning & Sustainability service, its 
customer service, “Planning Reception” and 
Wycombe Direct, with a view to improving and 
maintaining the high standard already expected 
of the Planning Function. 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

Bravo! 
ON THE front page of the Summer issue of the Newsletter, your editor sympathised with the 
predicament of the District Council when presented with a planning application in Cressex Road which 
it would clearly have been minded to refuse, but for a previous planning application at the same site 
which went to a Public Inquiry, at which the Inspector rejected most of the Council’s arguments. 

It was all the more encouraging, therefore, that 
when the Development Control Committee met 
on 23 August it had three cases before it (all on 
Cressex Road) where similar reasoning might 
have been applied.  For two of these cases, 
however, the council officers recommended that 
the applications be refused, and the Committee 
eagerly, and unanimously, followed their 
prompt. 

But before those two cases, there was the other 
one, where the officers recommended approval.  
This led to a most spirited discussion, opened 
by Councillor Lesley Clarke, who urged refusal 
not as a member of the Committee but as the 
“local member” in whose ward the development 
was situated.  The application entailed the 
knocking down of one house of a semi-detached 
pair.  Cllr Pushman said this would have a 
“disfiguring impact” on the road – it “would 

always look like what it was.”  He went on to say 
that the Planning Inspector had already 
endorsed the destruction of the environment.  It 
was despicable, he said, that in a democratic 
country, one man’s opinion should override a 
democratically elected committee – “This 
arrogant planning system,” he said, “which we 
have to endure.”  The Council’s officers pointed 
out that running the half-building argument, 
which the previous Inspector had knowingly 
overridden, could, if this application went 
unsuccessfully to appeal, be held to have been 
“unreasonable” and lead to an order of costs 
against the Council.  But they added that it was 
not so clear-cut a case that the Committee could 
not take the decision without referring the issue 
to the full Council.  Cllr Pushman maintained his 
proposal for refusal, saying that the Inspector’s 
statement that the development “would not 
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necessarily be out of place”, was “playing with 
words”.  A new Inspector did not have to agree 

with his predecessor, he said.  The Committee 
agreed with him, by 10 votes for 2.  Bravo! 

 

 

Ancient Roads (II) – The Strata de Dusteburg 
This is the second of Noreen Talbot’s series of articles which we began in the Summer issue.–Ed. 

One of the oldest main roads of Wycombe to 
have disappeared was called in the fourteenth 
century the Strata de Dusteburg, and it ran 
from the southeast along the line of the 
modern Kingsmead Road, a short stretch of 
Bassetsbury Lane and just north of Wendover 
Way, beneath the artificial lake, the Dyke.  This 
probably coincides with a Roman road built on 
the drier raised land above the River.  It was 
only in Victorian times that people sought a 
name for Wycombe's river and decided on Wye, 
assuming Wycombe was the “combe” or valley 
of a river Wye.  They failed to realize that it was 
probably named for a local chieftain, Wycca.  
In 1888 it was called the Wyck.  The road 
crossed St Mary's Street, which crossed the 
meadows to another dry, raised area now 
occupied by All Saints Church, the Guildhall 
and the Cornmarket. 

The road then seems to have kept along the 
line of dry land roughly occupied by Lily's 
Walk, West End Road or Desborough Road, 
Green Street, Dashwood Avenue, Gallows Lane, 
a steep footpath and then across to Toweridge 
Lane south of West Wycombe Park.  From 1791 
Gallows Lane has been recognised as part of 
the earlier Roman Road as has the road below 
Desborough Castle.  The road seems originally 
to have linked the Thames Valley with the 
Icknield Way.  Other remains of the Roman 
road have been located at Saunderton and 
Wooburn.  The Strata de Dusteburg was also 
called St Margaret's Lane as it passed Newland 
Meadows on its route towards West Wycombe.  
Its Latin name probably derives from the same 

root as Desborough.  The siting of Desborough 
Castle as the Moot in Anglo-Saxon times would 
have depended on its access to water in the 
river below, meadow grazing for horses, a 
defensive site and good road access: north-
south along the British Way and west-east 
along the Strata de Dusteburg. 

Thomas Langley, in 1797, wrote that after 
passing West Wycombe the road ran past 
Chawley Farm on a bank which is still visible, 
along Post Lane, Colliers Lane near two tumuli 
and so down towards the Vale of Oxford.  He 
also reported that the old road to Windsor now 
lay under Lansdowne’s new sheet of water (the 
Dyke).   

The road had caused problems for the wealthy 
landowners including Lansdowne and Lord 
Despencer who planned and obtained legal 
authority to build a turnpike in 1752 on the 
northern side of the Wycombe Valley.  On its 
completion the local farmers and smallholders 
continued to use the old road rather than pay 
tolls on the new road.  The turnpike 
subscribers found a remedy by creating the 
Rye as a pleasure ground, and an ornamental 
lake, the Dyke, was created to cover part of the 
old road.  It is obvious on the 1897 O.S. map 
that both St Margaret and St Giles’s Hospital 
and St Mary’s originally lay beside this major 
east-west road.  The new turnpike was 
reinforced when the London to Oxford 
Turnpike was completed, meeting on 
Wycombe’s own stretch of turnpike. 

Noreen Talbot
 

 

Getting really closer 
AVID READERS of the Newsletter may recall that 
in our report in the Summer issue on Garrett 
Emmerson’s mammoth transport presentation 
to our special meeting, there was some 
discussion of the need for better local 
consultation arrangements so that our 
members, and the townspeople of High 
Wycombe generally, could get with BCC officers 
to discuss ongoing issues around the town and, 
hopefully, even make a helpful input into 
decision-making. 

When we were invited to the launch of an 
exercise called “Getting Closer to Communities”, 
therefore, we were encouraged.  The “GC2C” 
initiative was being “piloted” in five areas around 
the county, one of which was “High Wycombe 
West”.  A map attached to the invitation showed 

this as including the area from Hughenden Road 
to Downley, and then everything south of the 
railway line as far out as Cressex, Daws Hill, and 
including the town centre as far as the end of 
Easton Street. 

So we tootled along hopefully to the Methodist 
Church in Rutland Avenue in Castlefield, walked 
around the stalls and took part in the 
discussion.  It was a good discussion, in a 
limited way.  The problem however was that it 
focused almost entirely on the Castlefield area, 
with occasional references to Green Street.  
Zilch about anything closer to the town centre!  
There was a lot of talk of cooperation on 
“building communities” and how the various 
services represented could work together on 
social problems, and we all stuck up “post-it” 
stickers about our concerns – very worthwhile 
stuff that attended to an important priority.  But 

(concluded on p.7)
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Quality Counts! – 2006  
THE ANNUAL “Quality Counts!” tours organised by the District Council are a now well-established 
feature of the summer months.  The “theme” of this year’s tour on 27 June was a mixed one – 
“sustainability and appeals” – with five sites visited, the furthest away being in Maidenhead (the 
“sustainability” one) and the others in Princes Risborough and High Wycombe. A week or so later 
there was a feedback session, where many views were expressed.  What follows here is your Editor’s 
own personal “take” on what we saw. 

Alpine Close in Maidenhead is a one-off: 27 
“solar-powered” homes, all classified as “social 
housing” (i.e. built for a housing association) 
on what was previously a h
site.  The architect from 
the specialist energy-
conserving architects, 
Bree Day, explained that 
every dwelling faces 
south-west to maximise 
the “solar gain”, and is 
very well insulated.  The 
green roofs are covered in 
sedum (providing a 
habitat for friendly insects!) which grows on a 
proprietary long-life membrane and there are 
substantial areas of solar (“photovoltaic”) cells 
to generate electricity, and other areas with 
solar-heated water panels.  Windows open and 
close automatically to avoid overheating in hot 
weather.  Excess electricity gets fed back to the 
grid and the electricity company pays for it 
through an offset to the bill 
(meters are monitored and read 
remotely).  Overall heating bills 
are 60% less than for a 
comparable conventional house. 

All this was very impressive.  A 
friendly re  
Monroe fan, she explained, 
referring to her posters!) had 
been persuaded to allow us 
hordes of eco-tourists inside to view the 
interior, and very nice it was, with a light and 
airy-feeling communal staircase.  If there was 
anything controversial, it was the external 
appearance.  The outside walls are clad in 
maintenance-free American cedar (with zero 
“embodied energy” – i.e. no energy is used in 
its production), which changes shade 
with age and will eventually settle 
down to a uniform appearance.   

Our group was divid
visual success of this: my own view 
was that it would look good in a rural 
environment, but looked a bit tatty 
facing a large, more conventional 
social housing block opposite.  But 
tastes will undoubtedly change.  
Perhaps as ultra-energy-conserving 
construction methods become more 
widespread we shall all get more 
accustomed to it. 

So from there it was to a se
developments closer to home that were 
controversial enough to have gone to an appeal 
for an Inspector to decide.  First we looked at 

the former Ercol site, 
above the railway line 
near Hatters Lane.  The 
contested feature of this 
development was 
“amenity space”.  Flats do 
not usually have back 
gardens, but instead they 
are expected to provide 
balconies big enough to 

sit out on in the summer.  Just as with the old 
G-Plan site, this was a difficult site alongside 
the railway, and there was a question whether 
the outside common amenity space would be 
treasured, or would become a run-down focus 
for crime.  The most striking feature was 
towers, with an attractive mixture (I thought) of 
brickwork and render, but the four-storey 

blocks are – oh! – so prominent, 
whether from Totteridge and 
Lucas Roads, where they are 
seen on the skyline, or from 
across the valley.  Most of us 
agreed that with building work 
not yet complete, it was too soon 
to fill in our questionnaires to 
say if this was a “quality place to 
live”. 

Next stop was the new development in Cedar 
Avenue, Hazlemere, o

Alpine Close, Maidenhead.  The shape of the 
new?  But oh, so energy-efficient! 

Ercol Towers,  
aka Windsor Gate 

Cedars public house.  There was some concern 
whether this was a bit too large and 
incongruous for its neighbourhood, but the 
materials and the external white-painted 
metalwork were pleasant and tidy and off-road 

parking space was provided, though 
probably not enough (one of the 
grounds for the original refusal).  For 
myself, I thought this was an 
attractive modern building in an 
acceptable location: one should not 
always try to make things that will 
blend blandly with a fairly 
undistinguished neighbourhood. 

Stop 4 took us to a Michael Shanly 
development, marketed as Parkfield 
Rise, off Wycom

Cedar Ave, Hazlemere,
Acceptable? 

Risborough.  Once again, the original 
refusal was on a relatively minor 
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ground – how many trees should be felled at 
the rear of the site.  This was a plum site, on a 
hillside with good distant views, and with some 
nice – though limited – “soft landscaping” 
around the dwellings and (by today’s 
standards) moderate gardens backing on to the 
woods behind.  Car parking was discreet and 
partially undercrofted.  But the development 
lacked style – collectively the buildings seemed 
to me boring and unadventurous, with much 
red brick and drab balconies.  
Inside, there had been some 
bizarre decisions on layout: 
in one, you went down two 
flights of stairs to the eating 
area! 

Our last stop, at 155-161 
Cressex Road, marketed as 
“Some s 
altogether more depressing.  
This is not to quarrel with 
WDC officers, who pointed out th
been overridden by an Inspecto
over the first part of the development, and had 
then successfully persuaded the developer 
(Michael Shanly again) to refashion the corner 
of the site abutting the Turnpike Roundabout  
so that it better respected the street pattern.  
But it didn’t really fit the street 
scene (coming well forward of the 
existing building line) and 
certainly didn’t enhance it.  
Totally lacking in any character, 
it had too steeply (though 
fashionably) pitched roofs and 
the back gardens were 
extraordinarily pokey.  The 
obvious comment to be made was 
that if dwellings were to be built 
at this density in an urban 
location, would it not be better to 
go for flats which can be designed 
rather than a higgledy-piggledy aggl
But the developers pointed out with some 
justification that people in this country like to 
buy houses, with their own private space, 
however small and overlooked.  What people 

want to buy makes good business, and would 
it be right to interfere with private choice? 

So that was it: not an uplifting
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refusal on de
clear-

it all comes down to design.  Alpine Close in 
Maidenhead had a certain functional integrity, 
and Hazlemere showed what can be done by a 
bold developer.  But how, in this modern age, 
when it is the private sector who must come 
forward with development proposals, and 

planning authorities have 
limited influence over what is 
proposed, does one obtain 
buildings that will add to our 
town’s heritage and be 
appreciated by our grand-
children’s children in 50 
years’ time?  Government 
planning guidance appears to 
put planning authorities in a 
strong position to reject poor 
design, but in reality a 
 grounds has to be based on 
 that tend to focus on details 

and not on the whole, where opinions can be 
very subjective.  At worst, are we just forced to 
acquiesce in the building of tomorrow’s slums?  
The motto of our local developer, Michael 
Shanly, is “Excellence by Design”, but after 

this year’s Quality Counts! tour, 
one wonders which architectural 
practice they employ! 

There is 

as an entity exercise

those involved in the process – 
planning authorities, the 
Government, amenity societies 
such as ourselves and individuals 
as customers – need to hammer 
away at the need for better 
design, take part in the process of 
education about what constitutes 
good and bad design, and 
elentless pressure for an 
.  And developers need to rise to 

the challenge. 

Once again, th

Parkfield Rise.  Nice landscaping, 
unadventurous! 

Somerton Place.   
“What people want.”  But can’t 

w  e give them better?

Council for organising a stimulating day. 

Getting really closer… (continued from p.5) 

the nearest we got to transport was how the 

cry from some of our 

new traffic lights at the end of Bellfield Road 

r regular exchanges on Wycombe’s 

grass verges could be improved.  Perhaps the 
most valuable part of the discussion from our 
point of view was that there was a recognition 
that more thought needed to go into the 
geographical definition of the communities that 
this exercise will serve. 

All this seemed a far 
concerns, exemplified by the need for better, 
and perhaps innovative, forms of public 
transport, and the ongoing saga of High 
Wycombe’s traffic junctions.  The muddle of the 

(near the new bus station), which has led to 
huge back-ups back to Morrisons, even made 
the letters page of the Bucks Free Press.  (Did no-
one consider whether, while accepting the need 
for new lights at the end of Bridge Street, the 
mini-roundabout at the end of Bellfield Road, 
perhaps with a yellow box or two, might still do a 
good job?) 

A forum fo
day-to-day transport issues still seems a long 
way off! 
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Christopher Wallis 
On Friday 21st July, at Little Marlow Church, the family and friends of Christopher Loudon Wallis 
gathered to pay their respects and give tributes to a dear and valued friend and associate of many 
years.   

Guessing it would be packed, we came early 
and enjoyed the music of Mozart and 
Schumann quartets, performed by the Brook 
Ensemble.  As we were to hear later, Chris had 
once played the viola and had an excellent 
singing voice much admired by Vaughan 
Williams.  One of my most vivid memories of 
Chris is of him speaking at the Festival of Life 
for Jack Scruton, in the Guildhall, when he 
spoke so commandingly that I 
almost expected Jack to sit up.  He 
said he met Jack when he, Chris, 
was undecided what to do with his 
life, and Jack, as a teacher, put him 
firmly in the path of improving the 
world.  Barbara welcomed everyone, 
who, she said, all had so many, 
varied, memories, of Chris that we 
should share. So many people lined 
up to pay tribute.  All remarked on 
the length of time they had known 
him, and the strong friendship they 
enjoyed with him. 

The first group of friends remembered Chris 
from boarding school when he was ten years 
old and hated being away from his family, then 
at University College London when after a 
serious motorcycle accident he went into 
engineering with British Rail.  They spent a lot 
of time together, sailing and walking in Norway 
and the Pyrenees.   

Chris met Barbara at the Timber Development 
Association, which was then at Tylers Green, 
and after a long courtship they were married in 
1963 and settled in Little Marlow.  They had 
two children, Humphrey and Amy, which made 
an end to his life with a motor cycle.  Chris 
joined the Chiltern Society and became a 
footpath Warden and a Parish Councillor.  He 
rejoined British Rail and was instrumental in 
keeping the Marlow and Maidenhead line open.  
He became interested in Lacey Green Windmill 
and his enthusiasm inspired other volunteers 
until, from a “beyond hope” item, it became a 
working mill again.   

Any restoration project appealed – he built a 
simple waterwheel and helped with viaducts in 
Wales.  He designed a bridge to cross the River 
Thames at Bourne End, campaigned tirelessly 
for a light railway to go from High Wycombe to 
Bourne End and designed much needed 
crossings for pedestrian and cyclists at the 
Handy Cross roundabout.  He was very proud 
of Erica, his first grandchild, and said he was 
never going to retire, and in fact he was 
working until four weeks before  his death. 

Granddaughter Erica spoke briefly but 
touchingly of her great affection for her 
grandfather.  Chris’ son Humphrey spoke of 
the warmth and support he received from 
Chris – “you can be a bloody brothel keeper if 
you like as long as you make a plan!” 

Others spoke of their work for the National 
Trust and on the railway campaigns,  often 

working from 4.30am until 11 at 
night, and their love of symphonic 
music.  Our Chris had a workshop in 
Widmer End where they made 
absolutely everything! 

His daughter, Amy, spoke from the 
lectern of the loving support she 
could always rely on, they might 
disagree at times, and even scream 
abuse at each other but he was 
always there for her.  So many voices, 
so much admiration, anecdotes of St 
Olave’s in Norfolk, restoring old lock 
equipment near Medmenham, digging 

wells at Cadmore End 

We, at Pann Mill, are grateful for the help Chris 
gave us.  I can still see him bowling the great 
mill stones, like a child’s hoop, up a plank from 
where they had rested for years, after the mill 
was pulled down, into the present-day mill, so 
kindly donated by Marks & Spencer, to start 
working again.  Surely there should be 
something, somewhere to commemorate Chris’ 
hard work in Wycombe, to say “Thanks Chris”. 

Margaret Simmons 

*      *      *      *      * 

Elsewhere on these pages are relevant tributes 
from other members of our Society who worked 
alongside Chris Wallis on Society projects or 
campaigns where he acted, so reliably, as our 
civil engineering professional adviser, usually 
when I was not personally involved.  I used to 
meet Chris Wallis, the indefatigable, at 
irregular evening meetings of the Transport 
Group. 

Chris would invariably attend whilst en route 
home from some heritage engineering project, 
many miles from Little Marlow.  Considering 
that he had usually risen at the crack of dawn, 
and worked hard all day, Chris was 
surprisingly cheerful and forgiving at being 
delayed from having his evening meal.  He 
always addressed me with a happy greeting 
which made me pleased to meet him again.  
More importantly, Chris was ever willing to 

Photo: James Dalton
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ignore setbacks and obstacles.  H
Scruton’s ability to dust hims
start all over again, when some

talk he 
d Wood”, 
03, ably 
that year 

d his 
t was an 
tools and 

ineering 
agician’s 

s: “If the 
smallest 
 joints 

ore o
rse, Chris had once foug

 for better 

illow bask

 within an hour we had one of 
– a sheet of foolscap with 

. “You can do this! It’s simple!” 

There was no doubt the mill would be running 

elped us 

sixteen ye
for his ho
Special m

The Tran
Scruton 
was dom
could on

ro

tteridge Road.  

expanding H
was shortly before policy 

e that roads 

ris wrote a letter to the Bucks Free 

e shared Jack 
elf down and 
 initiative had, 

came to life and
his ‘blueprints’ 
simple drawings

once again, been rebuffed by authority (usually 
because the idea had not originated from 
within “the ivory tower”). 

he said.  We were encouraged, excited and 
hooked! 

Others will state that Chris will be sorely 
missed from our Society’s projects.  I know for 
sure that I deeply regret his passing. 

Roger Lawson 
Chairman 

*      *      *      *      * 

We all have our fond memories of Chris.  For 
my part, I remember the wonderful 
gave about his craft, “Working with Ol
at a Society quarterly meeting in 20
written up in our Summer Newsletter 
by our president, Stuart King, who calle
piece “The Man Who Loves Wood”.  I
action performance, with specialised 
models of joints to illustrate eng
principles, and Barbara acting as “m
mate”.  And there were pithy quote
average architect had the 
understanding of how timber framed
work, we would not lose any m
buildings.”  Of cou

ld 
ht 

bigger 
with a ro

so hard, sadly without success, 
to save Wycombe’s own historic 
mediaeval building, the 
Chequers in Church Street.  
Later, I re-experienced his flair 
for wooden models when we 
tried to persuade a Department 
of Transport Inspector of an 
innovative solution
provision for pedestrians and 
cyclists at the Handy Cross 
motorway junction.  And only in 
2005, at the age of 70, he wrote 
an article for the Newsletter 
about his practice of cycling to 
work from Little Marlow to 
Widmer End. 

Chris Woodman 
Editor 

*      *      *      *      * 

Chris Wallis, broad grin, and cap at a rakish 
angle, looked up at me in my doorway and 
pointed to his aged w et containing 
notepad, pencil and ruler.  “I’ve brought the 
office… let’s get this mill working.” 
And so, at that meeting of the Pann Mill Group, 
we embarked on the task of planning a working 
water mill from what had previously had been 
thought of as a museum. 
I have to smile when I remember his reaction to 
our fashionable description, “Mezzanine Floor”. 
Anyone who knew Chris will know that this 
word was immediately rejected.  The “office” 

one day.  Chris was to be our driving force, our 
moral support, our resident expert and our 
very willing helpmate.  He was already 
responsible for supplying the vital ingredient: a 
Hurst Frame from a mill at Drayton Parslow 
which had been stored in his workshop for 
years.  The many ways in which he h
are too numerous to list. 
We were to work together often during the 

ars of the restoration, and my regard 
nesty and integrity never wavered…  
emories. 

Myra King 
Pann Mill Project Leader 1984-2000 

*      *      *      *      * 

sport Group was set up by Jack 
in 1989, when UK transport policy 
inated by the idea that congestion 
ly be cured by building more and 
ads, and Wycombe was threatened 
ad joining Temple End and the Law 

Courts, running via Priory 
Avenue and To
Yes really!  The County said the 
town centre could not be 
pedestrianised until that road 
was built, so the Group devised 
the present arrangements 
permitting a traffic-free town 
centre without a new road. 
The next major ‘road’ challenge 
came in 1993, with plans for 

andy Cross. (This 

changed to recognis
were not the chief answer to 

congestion.) The Plans were horrific - much 
more damaging than the scheme now being 
built - and they inspired Chris to investigate 
the disused track of the High 
Wycombe/Bourne End rail link, in order to 
provide a non-road public transport route 
south to the Thames Valley. The rail service 
had been closed since 1970.  In December 
1993 Ch
Press about this and the Group immediately 
invited him to join them. He brought to the 
Group a huge knowledge of railways and civil 
engineering, plus a great campaigning spirit, 
and with his help we were able to tackle many 
problems that would otherwise have defeated 
us. He set out the feasibility of re-opening the 
disused track for a light rail service, and of 
creating diversions round the few places where 
the track had been built on. 

Rolling a millstone into the new
Pann Mill, 1996 (Chris Wallis at
back, right). 
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was ‘old’? – and to 
build a road up to 
the station.  Chris 
was able to 

 came up for 
e us that 

 through it 
other side of 
 Group was 

highly skilled 
 died in April 
her to tackle 
y Hill, which 
dangerous to 
before. They 

a few weeks 
 the plans for the new 

from the motor traffic. The Inspector 

In 2001 there was a proposal to use the 
kilometre of old rail track between the Station 
and the London Road for a busway. For 
reasons which were never made clear, the 
County’s engineers intended to destroy the em-
bankment support-
ing the main 
railway line on the 
west side of Gordon 
Road - because it 

tell us 
that chalk embank-
ments were very 
stable – it was clay embankments that slip.  
He surveyed that Gordon Road site and the 
embankment on the London Road near Spring 
Gardens – both were places where the original 
bridges had been dismantled. He prepared a 
bridge design that would fit both positions and 
could be moved into position with very little 
traffic obstruction. Those bridges would have 
cost much less than the £5.75m needed to 
destroy the embankment, construct a new 
retaining wall and build a road.  But after all 
that, the County realised that few people use 
buses to catch trains and the busway was 
dropped.  
When the old Sewage Works site
development he was able to reassur
the track could easily be diverted
from the original line on the 
Bassetsbury Lane. In 1996 the
joined by Colin Harrison, a 
railway signals engineer who sadly
2005. He and Chris worked toget
the problem of crossing Treadawa
they considered had become too 
cross by a level crossing as 
surveyed the site and decided it 
very difficult to build a brid
dangerous road. 
Chris cycled regularly until just 
before he died, and when

Handy Cross were published, he immediately 
recognised they made very poor provision for 
cyclists. Accordingly he designed a route that 
would have kept cyclists and pedestrians safely 
separate 

at the Public 
Inquiry 

acknowledged that 
Chris had made the 
better proposal but 
it was rejected 
because it was 
going to cost a bit 
more. 

would not be 
ge over the 

Chris was an 
inspiration to many people and gave freely of 
his time and skills in many good causes. Like 
all of them we miss his cheery wisdom very 
much. 

Elsa Woodward 
Leader, Transport Group 

And from an “outsider”… 

I remember Chris very well.  He came to the 
first exhibition I attended and asked some very 
searching questions about Handy Cross!  There 
was never any doubt as to his enthusiasm and 
he was motivated by seeking to improve life for 
others.  He was a very clever man, very 
practical and gifted with his hands.  The model 
he worked so hard to produce for the Handy 
Cross Public Inquiry was amazing. He was a 
man of integrity and I know he will be missed 
by many. 

Phil Barnett 
Highways Agency, 2004 

Those of you 
would like to
Wallis should 

y
Committee, has

 

 

who have internet access and 
 read more about Christopher 
visit the Lacey Green Windmill 
aceygreenwindmill.org.uk, where 
, Hon. Sec. of the Restoration 
 placed a 3,500-word biography, 

authorised by Barbara Wallis.–Ed. 

website www.l
Michael Hard

Buckinghamshire Treasure Houses  
(continued fro

ng in cream 

 pressing 

m opposite) 

dined there in 1890.  Miss Alice, who inherited 
the property, kept up the tradition of 
entertaining.  A typical visit to Waddesdon 
including “feeding the emu”, studying the 
exotic plants and birds and indulgi
at the dairy. 

Brian’s final choice of property was a little 
surprising.  John Milton initially set up home 
in Chalfont St Giles to avoid the
problem of plague in London.  His was a 
relatively modest residence with an enclosed 
 

garden.  Here Milton, who was already blind, 
completed “Paradise Lost” with the help of a 
clerk.  Visitors today can study manuscripts 
inside the house and still experience the 
peacefulness of the garden, much as Milton 
would have known it. 

After a brief opportunity for questions and 
answers, Margaret Simmons proposed the vote 
of thanks. 

Jackie Kay 

On a site visit to Handy Cross with the Inspector, 2004. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

Famous Buckingh

THE WINDOWS had 
air to circulate when 
on one of the hottest 
served as an air traffi
and culture at BCUC. 

Drawing on his know
properties – Claydon 
West Wycombe House, Waddesdon Manor an
Milton’s Cottage at Chalfont St Giles – Brian

a
and their Treasure Houses 

to be propped open at the Guildhall on the evening of 26th
a sizeable audience attended the High Wycombe Society’
days of the year.  The speaker was Brian Edwards, a Blu
c controller for 28 years before studying for a degree in li

ledge of five noteworthy 
H

d 
 

erney, the king’s 

arious memorabilia relating to 

its character to the second Sir Francis 
Dashwood.  At first glance its architecture is 

classical, but judicious g of trees 
ach

the Dashwoods and Sir 
Francis’ 
myt
indi

s filled with items 
t back from grand 

e, a Rothschild home, is also filled 
with collections of porcelain, picture
items, but the contrast
not be more striking.  Built in a mock Tudor 

never 
grumbles”.  (This 
provoked a few 
reactions from the 
audience!) In the 

e as Ascott House was 
being built, a much bolder Ferdinand de 

nch chateau in English countryside 
and fill it with choice purchases.  T
its history it has been used to impress and 
entertain, with collections of porcelain, fine 
furniture, clocks and pictures.  Queen Victoria 

mshire Families  

 July 2006 to allow 
s Quarterly Meeting 
e Badge guide who 

terature, art history 

and “light 
fingered” actions 

e part of 

plantin
ouse, Ascott House, obscures the fact that e

explored the theme that a 
house and its contents 
provide an intimate 
glimpse of its residents and 
speak volumes about their 
identities. 

Claydon House thus 
reveals the characters of 
several generations of the 
Verney family, a family 
that was divided during 
the English Civil War.  
Edmund V standard bearer, 
notably died at Edgehill in 1642 still clutching 
the Royal Standard for which he was 
responsible.  A memorial to Edmund is to be 
found in the adjacent 13th century church.  
His son Ralph, a parliamentarian, later exiled 
for a while in France, was nevertheless 
devastated by his father’s death. It was a “2nd 
Ralph” who commissioned ambitious building 
work to create a house in a traditional design, 
originally intended to be over twice the size of 
the current building.  His plans for a rotunda 
and ballroom were, however, stalled on 
financial grounds thanks in part to shoddy 
workmanship 

on th
the builder.  
Among the 
treasures to be 
found in the 
house are: a 
marquetry 
staircase with an intricately fashioned 
balustrade; ornate wood carvings; a Chinese 
room; and v
Florence Nightingale who was the sister-in-law 
of Sir Harry Verney and regularly stayed at the 
house. 

West Wycombe House was the next building to 
me under Brian’s scrutiny.  It owes much of 

grounds an 
impressive topiary 
sundial includes 
the motto “Light 

and Shade by turn but love always”. 

Around the same tim

co

 face of the building 
is in a different style.  Dubbed by one critic as 
a “piecemeal approach of an amateur”, it 

reflects the flamboyance of 

love of 
hological art and very 
vidual religious views, 

and i
brough
tours of Europe.  When we 
think of the Dashwoods we 
are prone to think of the 
notorious activities of the 
Hellfire club, but Brian was 
keen to point out the more 

serious side to their lives, including the 
contribution made to road building and the 
very solemn cenotaph memorial to Sir Francis’ 
wife Sarah. 

Ascott Hous
s and other 

 in architecture could 

style it reflects the homely tastes of its 
originator Leopold de Rothschild.  Inside there 
are a number of aphorisms inscribed on the 
ceiling beams e.g. “The city for wealth – the 
country for health”; “A good horse never 

stumbles – a good 
wife 

Rothschild was masterminding and overseeing 
the creation of Waddesdon Manor.  He chose to 
place a Fre

hroughout 

Claydon House, scene of our shared car
trip in June – a fraction of its original size. 

West Wycombe House – jus

concluded opposite

t a walk up the road! 

 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 12 NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2006 
 
 

Notices 
New Mem
We warmly we

T & J Murphy of Totteri
A & L Davies of Rye Vie

ariff of Stuart Road, HW. 

bers 
lcome the following new members: 

dge Ave, HW. 
w, HW. 

Mrs C Featherstone of Stokenchurch. 
Mr I Birch of Cryers Hill Rd, HW. 
Mrs H McDonagh of Pheasant Drive, Downley. 
Miss J Pink of Barn Court, Sands. 
Mr R Suleman of Hughenden Road, HW. 
Ms C Haynes & Mr A Sh
 

 

Egghead or Millionaire? 
Mastermind or even the Weakest Link?  Whatever 
your favourite quiz show, jo
Wycombe Society Quiz Night 
for an enjoyable evening of sociab

Make up your own teams of f
(to a maximum of 6) or join one of o
Tickets are £8 pe

in us at the High 
on 23rd February 

le competition. 

amily and friends 
ur teams.  

r person and include a fish and 

t the Environment 
 Doors open at 

chip supper. 

The Quiz Night will be held a
Centre on Holywell Mead. 
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. 
must be bought in advance,
and other information contact Angela Rees on 
01628 532201 or Mary Woodman on 01494 
528106. 
 

 

For tickets, which 
 requests for lifts 

Pann Mill – our Heritage 
The Pann Mill team are keen to produce a video 
about the mill and its restoration.  Therefore, if 
you have any film, video or photographs of the 
old mill before or during demolition, or of the 
renovation or rebuilding, that you would be 
prepared to let us use, please get in touch.  Film 
or video can be in any format: we will find some 
way of con
be scanned from pr

Everything will be 
suitably acknow

verting it.  Similarly photographs can 
ints, slides or film. 

promptly returned and 
ledged. 

94 531314 
y member 

Please contact Malcolm Connell (014
or malcolm.connell@tesco.net) or an
of the Pann Mill Group. 
 

 

Thanks…! 
…To all those who donated bric-a-brac and 
served on the day at our Charity Market Stall. 

…To all those cake- and preserve-makers, tea-
servers, craftspeople and apiarists who made 
our September Pann Mill Open Day a success. 

 

…And of course to the whole Pann Mill team 
(including the gardener!) without whom it would 
not have happened! 
 

From Gordon
The Society has b
university lecturer 
Gordon Road and S
is collecting inform
1909 to 1940, p
classrooms and nam
in them, their perso

 
s, 

double-shift schooli

the gentleman concerned. 

 Road to Germany 
een contacted by a retired 
in Germany who attended 
pring Gardens Schools.  He 

ation about the history from 
articularly the locations of 

es of teachers who worked 
nalities, nicknames, whether 
Guide Company, copies of 
school orchestra, impact of 
ng during 1939-40 etc. 

Anyone with information or memories should 
contact me at 01494 526580 or 
sheila@sfooks.plus.net and I will put them in 
contact with 

there was a Girl
school magazine

Sheila Fooks 
 

 

Variety is the Spice… 
Once again, we love to have lots of different 
names contributing to this Newsletter.  This 
Newsletter is only as good as its contributors 
make it.  Material for the next issue should reach 

s High Wycombe 
by 20 November, 

dman (Hon Editor) 

me at 29 Maybrook Garden
HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) 
please. 

Chris Woo
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

ting
, P . 

ing
Me

Court Palace.  Wi

ith

M
he

 

2006 

Wednesday 25th October  
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Mee
Miss Julia Elton

2007  

Friday 12th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meet
Speaker: Marc 

 

: “Brunel, the Man Behind the Icon”.  Speaker: 
resident of the Newcomen Society

: The Wye Valley and Mills Before Chairs.  
ltonville, Experimental Archaeologist, Hampton 

th seasonal refreshments for the New Year. 

 Fish-and-Chip Supper.  See above. 

eeting, followed by reports from the Society's 
 annual Grand Book Swap. 

Friday 23rd February, 7.00pm for 
7.30pm, Environment Centre 

Quiz Evening w

Friday 13th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Annual General 
Groups.  Also t

Put these dates
your diary now!!! 

 in


