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Loving Our Historic Factories 
ONE OF the best things about Wycombe District Council’s annual “Quality Counts!” tours (see 
p.9) is that one never knows what kind of lessons will be learnt.  This year’s trip to Oxford told us 
a lot: how even a mediaeval building turned prison can be converted into a lively town centre 
asset, for one example.  And how not to convert an old brewery into housing, for another!   

That is particularly pertinent for us in High Wycombe as our District Council’s planning officers 
face the challenge of making the most of the Green Street Conservation Area.  At the heart of this 
area lies Leigh Street with the huge, relatively modern factories making up Birch House and 
Commercial Square.  The best you can say about these at the moment is that they are 
“impressive” – in their scale but also in their tackiness.   

However, there is great scope for making a real asset out of them.  The Council sees them as 
“mixed use” – perhaps 50 dwellings on the upper floors, with business use at ground floor level. 

But let’s try to avoid the trap of Morrell’s Lion Brewery in Oxford (below, top right), where housing 
densities were maximised, soft landscaping was totally forgotten or abandoned, and the result 
was a physically harsh, green-free environment where human beings feel unwanted and unsafe. 
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Planning This Quarter 
THIS QUARTER has been topsy-turvy in that we have had to contend with holidays and extraordinary 
meetings while also trying to have a break from our monthly meetings. 

The team have worked extremely hard to meet all developer requests as well as those of Wycombe District 
Council regarding meetings. 

BCUC Town Centre Site  The application referred 
to in the last Newsletter has now been heard and 
passed with a provision for Section 106 
agreements to be ratified, along with a decision 
regarding the materials to be used.  The Society 
will have a representative on the team to agree the 
materials.  With regard to the north-facing wall into 
Paul’s Row, this continues to be a concern.  
Investigations by members of the Planning Group 
have revealed that a possible solution would be to 
have a vertical walled garden: this is being 
investigated further with BCUC. 

Wellesbourne Campus  A meeting with Wimpey 
and their PR company has taken place and, whilst 
the new proposals have been significantly scaled 
down with regard to housing numbers, it is felt that 
there is still some way to go.  The traffic situation 
in the area continues to be questionable and also 
the Community requirement has still not been fully 
identified. 

An exhibition was held at Wellesbourne Campus 
which a number of members attended.  It should 
be noted that the original application has now been 
appealed against and the Society will be making 
the appropriate response to this in line with our 
original objections. 

Terriers Farm  As reported, this is the subject of 
an appeal for which the Society has already 
recorded its comments to the Inspector.  However, 
it is felt that, should the Inspector give permission 
for this development, then traffic conditions in the 
area will become intolerable. 

Sainsbury’s  This development is well underway 
and, as experienced by a number of our members, 
has caused some traffic congestion.  Wycombe 
District Council are aware of this and are 
monitoring the position closely and reporting to 
BCC. 

With regard to the Skate Park, concerns have been 
raised as to its position, along with the roads 
proposed for entering the Sainsbury’s car park and 
also the new road proposed to link Archway and 
Bellfield Road.  Tony Fooks has been in discussion 
with Wycombe District Council and the developer 
to ensure this is still as envisaged in the earlier 
plans. 

Government White Paper for Planning  Tony Fooks 
and Mike Overall of the Chiltern Society gave 
presentations to Key Stakeholders, Officers and 
Members of Wycombe District Council as to how 
both Societies see the new proposals affecting 

Wycombe District.  It was a positive meeting and a 
number of questions were raised.  The Society has 
made a formal response to the Government.  This 
White Paper has raised significant issues and a 
wide range of societies have responded with a 
whole range of comments and objections. 

High Wycombe Rail Station  The Society requested 
an urgent meeting with Chiltern Rail and Laing Rail 
to discuss the planning application presented to 
Wycombe District Council for this site. 

No consultation had taken place prior to this 
meeting.  The Planning and Transport Groups 
made their comments known at the meeting and 
will now follow this up with a formal letter to 
Wycombe District Council registering their clear 
objection to the proposals.  The main concerns are 
the overdevelopment of the site, the height of the 
building (seven storeys), the lack of transport 
movement within the site, no proper bus 
interchange or taxi facilities (including DRT), the 
hotel facilities and placement etc.  We have urged 
the Laing representative that we would like to work 
with them to develop a suitable plan for this area 
and now await their response. 

Multiplex – Eden Development  A meeting has 
been held recently in order to update the Society 
on the latest state of progress.  85% of the retail 
units have now been allocated.  Marks & Spencer 
and House of Fraser shop fitters are now on site 
and seating for the cinema is being installed.  The 
question of art work was discussed and we 
understand seating and some wall art work are 
now coming together.  The question of road works 
and traffic lights continues to be a source of 
concern for both the Society and Multiplex. 

Former Sewage Works Site  A meeting has been 
held with St James’s Homes representatives.  I am 
pleased to report that the reserved matters as 
presented have not given rise to any concerns, with 
the exception of two issues which we have 
indicated to the Council are, we believe, a joint 
concern of a number of Key Stakeholders.  These 
are the provision for education in the area, where it 
is known that numbers are increasing, and also the 
Community Facility.  In the interest of the 
development as a whole, the Society would like to 
see a consultation meeting held by all interested 
parties to establish what actually is required in 
order that some basis of costing can be 
established.  These costs could then be covered 
from a variety of sources. 
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I make no apology for the length of this report 
other than the fact that it points out the heavy 
responsibility the Planning Group have on behalf of 
the Society’s members. 

In this context I would appeal to anyone interested 
in Planning to contact me on 01494 526580. 

Tony Fooks
 

 

Enforcement – The Frustrations and The Law 
THE FRUSTRATIONS of enforcing planning policies when an owner seems determined to ignore planning 
law and his responsibilities were vividly illustrated at a meeting of WDC’s Development Control Committee 
on 18 July.  Planning permission had been granted in early 2006 for a new detached 5-bedroom dwelling in 
Manor Road.  The developer had then proceeded to build a house that was significantly at variance with the 
approved plans.  A basement had been opened up so that it in fact became a new ground floor, the roof 
height was lifted and a substantial patio area was added.  The overall effect was a significantly more 
massive building with more overlooking of neighbouring properties.  Furthermore, accommodation was 
constructed in the roof, and neighbours considered it only a matter of time before the owner built – or 
sought permission for – dormer windows. 

The Development Control Committee had two bites 
at this particular cherry.  Before their second 
consideration, Council Officers prepared for them a 
summary of the position on enforcement law.  This 
noted that in fact, when a developer carries out 
work without planning permission, he is not 
committing any criminal offence.  He is merely 
laying himself open to enforcement action which 
can, in an extreme case, require him to demolish 
the development.  However, enforcement action 
requires an enforcement notice, with a right of 
appeal against enforcement, and Government 
guidance states clearly that the right course of 
action for a Local Planning Authority in such a case 
is to suggest that a developer makes a 
“retrospective” application for the work that he has 
carried out, or has commenced. 

Furthermore, the Planning Authority is required to 
consider such an application on exactly the same 
basis as if the application had been put forward 
earlier: they are not allowed to penalise the 
applicant in any way for the fact that the 
application is retrospective.  And if the Authority 
does contemplate taking enforcement action 

before such an application has been considered, 
then it may only do so on the basis that there is 
“planning harm” having regard to the provisions of 
the Local Plan.  They cannot take enforcement 
action purely on the grounds that the development 
has not been approved. 

All this is very frustrating for Councillors, when 
being deluged by local residents who have spotted 
what is happening and expect a stop to be put to 
the work, not that a retrospective application be 
considered to legitimise what has been carried out.  
(Nor did it help, in this case, that the contractors 
seemed a pretty anti-social lot, who only tidied up 
their act on the day that the Councillors made their 
site visit!)   

That, however, is the law, and that, it seems, is 
that.  In this particular case, the DCC had to 
recognise that the differences from what had 
already been approved were probably not so great 
that an Inspector, at appeal, would uphold refusal.  
So they approved the retrospective application, no 
doubt in the full knowledge that if the developer 
made yet more changes to his work, they might be 
equally powerless the next time around. 

 

 

Not There Yet… 
THE SOUTH-EAST Plan inches forward.  The end of August saw the issue of the eagerly awaited report of 
the Panel of Inspectors on their Public Inquiry into the Plan put forward a year ago by the South-East 
England Regional Assembly.  The Inspectors had to pronounce upon the “soundness” of the proposed plan 
– its consistency with Government policy, its self-consistency and its ability to be put into practice. 

Overall, SEERA reported, the Inspectors had given 
the report a “clean bill of health” in 11 out of 12 
areas – the one topic on which the Inspectors had 
disagreed with the proposal was on housing 
numbers, where they recommended a modest 
increase, across the whole South-East region, from 
28,800 new dwellings per year to 32,000 (up to 
2026). 

High Wycombe as a “Hub” 

One of the issues on which the Society supported 
our local authorities at the Public Inquiry was in 
advocating that High Wycombe should be 
identified as a “hub”.  In doing this we, and they, 
stressed that this was to give our town the best 
chance of attracting investment in the transport 
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“spokes” to neighbouring areas including 
Aylesbury, Reading and the Thames Valley.  
However, this was always a tricky one to call, 
because being labelled a “hub” might encourage 
our town to be identified as a focus for more 
development, more employment and more 
housing. 

Housing Numbers and Safeguarded Land 

Specifically in relation to Wycombe District, the 
Inspectors homed in on the question of 
“safeguarded land”, saying: 

“We recognise that the regional hub of High 
Wycombe is constrained by both environmental 
designations [Green Belt and AONB] and local 
topography…  However, we note that six areas of 
safeguarded land were identified [in 2004] in the 
Local Plan to 2011 though these were reduced to 
three of the smaller sites in the recent Wycombe 
Development Framework…  We are inclined to agree 
with [a submission we received] that this reduction 
in the area of safeguarded land highlights the 
Council’s confidence that much of the draft Plan 
requirement to 2026 can be accommodated via 
urban land and its existing allocations in and around 
High Wycombe.  It is not our function to scrutinise 
the suitability for development of these 240 hectares 
of safeguarded land…  However, we are persuaded 
that there is sufficient evidence of potential land 
availability for High Wycombe to make a larger 
contribution to meeting the housing needs of the 
sub-region, consistent with its hub status.” 

On this basis, the Inspectors recommend that 
Wycombe District’s housing allocation (excluding 
the area in the north of the District, which is 
categorised differently, where a modest increase is 
proposed to reflect Princes Risborough’s need) 
should be increased from 300 to 350 dwellings per 
annum. 

This means that if the Inspectors’ recommend-
ations were accepted by the Secretary of State, the 
Wycombe Development Framework would need to 
incorporate these higher numbers, and our Council 
would be under pressure to look again at the 
former areas of safeguarded land (including 
Grange Farm, Lane End Road and Gomm Valley) as 
well as those areas still classified as safeguarded 
(Abbey Barn North and South and Terriers Farm). 

Green Belt 

Furthermore, the Inspectors propose a “softening” 
of the Green Belt rules: 

“We recommend that Green Belt policy should 
remain central to the Plan.  However, the current 
boundaries should not be regarded as inviolate if the 
required new housing is to be provided at the most 
sustainable locations.” 

Indeed, they point the finger at particular locations 
in the south-east where this “softening” might be 
applied but, mercifully, none of those is anywhere 

near High Wycombe. 

Transport 

On transport links for High Wycombe, the good 
news is limited: 

“We accept that public transport connections 
between the Thames Valley and the High 
Wycombe/Aylesbury/Milton Keynes corridor are 
poor…   We endorse the recommendation for the 
development of an express bus and coachway to 
meet north-south travel demand… We agree with 
BCC that there is a case for a study of travel 
demands between the Western Corridor and Milton 
Keynes/Aylesbury Vale regions.” 

But there is no specific mention in the report of 
possible rail links from High Wycombe to the South 
(e.g. High Wycombe to Bourne End/Maidenhead). 
It would have been unrealistic to expect the 
Inspectors to back this in the absence of positive 
support from BCC and WDC. 

Ringing Endorsement 

One of the Inspectors’ most ringing statements is 
that they endorse SEERA’s view that the way to 
deal with the shortage of “affordable housing” is 
through more Government funding, and not 
through a massive increase in the level of 
housebuilding overall.  For some years now, the 
Government has been receiving reports from 
economists (including Kate Barker) arguing that 
the reason that even the cheapest housing is so 
expensive is that there is an overall shortage of 
development land and that not enough houses 
overall are being built.  Massively increase the 
supply of new housing, the argument goes, and 
prices will surely fall, at all levels. 

And now… 

So, what next?  The Secretary of State (Hazel 
Blears) will consider the report, and will publish 
her proposed changes towards the end of the year, 
leading to a twelve-week consultation period and 
publication of the final “Regional Spatial Strategy” 
in Autumn 2008.  Bearing in mind that the man 
who was running the Treasury at the time of the 
Barker Report is now running the country, no-one 
should be optimistic that the Government will 
simply accept the modest increase in housing 
levels proposed by the Inspectors, or go along with 
such a benign relaxation in Green Belt policy! 
 

 

Vice-President Hoare 

Yes, at our 2007 AGM we elected a new Vice-
President, Dick Hoare.  Dick was a founder 
member of the Rye Protection Society back in 
1968 and is a real link to our past.  We are sorry 
we left this important announcement out of our 
AGM Report in the Summer Newsletter. 
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Johnson, 

Wycombe in the Social and Political Life  
of the Earl of Shelburne, 1761-1798 

WILLIAM PETTY (1737-1805), 2nd Earl of Shelburne, and from 1784, Marquis of Lansdowne, inherited 
Loaks Mansion House, now Wycombe Abbey, with 1400 acres around Wycombe, in 1761.  He lived at 
both Loaks and his other mansion, Bowood in Wiltshire, but after 1783 rarely visited Loaks.  In my 
article in the Spring 2007 issue, “The Contribution of the Earls of Shelburne to the Development of High 
Wycombe”, I described the transformation of Loaks House and grounds.  In this article I concentrate on 
the Earl’s political and social life at Wycombe. 

William’s great uncle, Henry Petty, 1st Earl of 
Shelburne, had 
bought the 
Wycombe estates 
in 1700.  After his 
death in 1751 they 
passed to his 
nephew, John 
Fitzmaurice, who 
became MP for 
Wycombe.  In May 
1760, on receiving 
the English title of 
Baron Wycombe, 
John moved to the 
House of Lords, 
leaving his 
parliamentary seat 
to his son, William, 
who was abroad 
fighting in the 
Seven Years War.  
William was 
returned at the 
1761 general 
election but his 
father died in May.  
So William never 
actually took his 
seat for the 
Borough but in-
stead succeeded his fa
in November.  He had 
and educated at Chr
joining the army.  He 
a Cabinet Minister, th
at 44, Prime Minister f

At Loaks in 1761, 
‘tenanted by beggars
repair, the great 
immediately set abou
estates.  Content w
extension of the Hou
father, he had the par
by Capability Brown
canal, waterfall, grotto
down to the East Fron
to the top of the 
menagerie, first at Loa
included a lion, beave

Lady Sophia records in her diary as having been 
killed by the 
intense cold on 
Christmas Eve, 
1768.   

The work  was 
completed in the 
mid-1760s and 
Shelburne could 
begin to invite 
literary, scientific 
and political 
figures to his 
Wycombe estate, 
within easy reach 
of London, 29 
miles away.  Thus 
at Wycombe he 
entertained Joseph 
Priestley, Richard 
Price, Jeremy 
Bentham, David 
Garrick, Samuel 

Benjamin 
Franklin, John 
Wesley, Pitt the 
Younger and Abbé 
Morellet.  Col. Isaac 
Barre, whom 

A
H
b
A

 

 print of Loaks House (note the title, “Wycombe House”) in 1787, by
arrisons and Co. of Paternoster Row, showing the East Block designed
y Keene, the original three gabled Jacobean manor house of the
rchdales and the church tower decorated also by Keene. 
ther in the House of Lords 
been brought up in Ireland 
ist Church, Oxford, before 
was to rise to be a general, 
e first Home Secretary and, 
or 266 days in 1782-83. 

William found the farms 
 and bankrupts, out of 

part uninclosed’ and 
t bringing  order to the 
ith the remodelling and 
se (by Keene) under his 

k enclosed and landscaped 
 with the requisite lake, 
, ice house, grass sweeping 
t and distant wooded views  
valley.  He also kept a 
ks then at Bowood, which 
r and a orang-utan whom 

Shelburne had 
known in the army, was offered his Wycombe 
seat in 1761 and became a  lifelong friend and 
frequent visitor.  In the Summer issue of the 
Newsletter (p.10), Eric Alexander quoted a letter 
of 19 June 1761 from Barre to Jeffrey Amherst: 

“Lord Shelburne (whom you may have heard of as 
Lord Fitzmaurice) has long been a good friend to 
me, and some weeks ago upon his father’s death 
made me a most handsome offer of a seat in 
Parliament in his room.  I have canvassed the 
Borough and there is not a shadow of 
opposition.” 

Lady Shelburne’s diary lists some of the dates on 
which the Shelburnes were at Loaks.  In 1765: 3-
24 February, 1 April-13 May, 8 July, 25 
September, 11 October and in December;  in 
1766: 6 June (for her ball), 3 August, 2-3 
November and 3 December.  Two entries from the 
diary provide a glimpse of life at Loaks: 
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these is a lofty hill, nea

h, High Wycombe is a good place 

“Wycombe, Saturday 28th January, 1768.  At four 
o’clock Lord Shelburne came and brought Lord 
Clare with him; in the evening we had a party; 
and at half an hour after six our company began 
to assemble.  We danced in the parlour to the 
number of fifteen couple(s).  I began the ball 
dancing a minuet with Lord Clare.  I must not 
omit that Lord Shelburne danced too, which I 
had never the pleasure of seeing him do before.  
Amongst our ladies was a very pretty bride, the 
wife of the Mayor (Mr Rose).  Lord Clare divided 
his compliments between her and Miss 
Shrimpton.  We supp’d at eleven, in the India 
Paper Room, that we might not encroach upon 
Sunday morning.  And the whole was over at 
twelve o’clock, and nobody the worse for this 
sober recreation.” 

“November 6th, 1768.  
Lord Shelburne and 
Colonel Barre came and 
sat with me and renewed 
a conversation they had 
with Lord Chatham, till 
Mr. Price [Vicar of 
Wycombe] whom we had 
sent for to christen our 
little boy, arrived from 
Wycombe, who supp’d 
with us.” (This was 
William Granville who 
died in 1768 and is 
buried in the family 
vault.) 

Boswell in his Life of Johnson mentioned that 
Johnson was a frequent guest at Loaks.  He 
recounts that when staying at ‘Wickham’ he had 
a ‘dispute pretty late at night’ with a literary 
friend of Shelburne which Johnson ‘would not 
give up, though he had the wrong side, and in 
short both kept the field’.  Next morning when 
they met in the breakfast room Dr Johnson 
accosted Mr Morgan thus: “Sir, I have been 
thinking on our dispute last night - you were in 
the right.” 

In May 1771, Shelburne went abroad, 
accompanied by Barre.  In Paris he met Mirabeau 
and Abbé Morellet, the celebrated economist and 
writer.  Morellet was  invited to Loaks and in his 
Memoirs described his visit in 1772: 

‘Arriving in London I found Lord Shelburne 
absent, but he had left orders to receive me; 
indeed he had done more, and having forewarned 
his brother Fitzmaurice, then Member for 
Wycombe, of my arrival, he brought me to 
Wycombe, a place situated about seven or eight 
leagues from London, and the first title in the 
peerdom of Lord Shelburne, which is now his 
son’s.  He carried off also Col. Barre, Doctor 
Hawkesworth, director of the first voyage of 
Banks round the world, Garrick and Franklin, 
two men whom it is sufficient to name.  We 

passed five or six days at Wycombe and as you 
may see in sufficiently good company.’  The 
memoir continues with an account of the 
conversations and an experiment that Franklin, 
who had discovered the identity of electric fire 
and thunder, performed in the park, to prove how 
rough water may be calmed by oil.  By an 
unexpected turn of events it was  with Franklin, 
11 years later,  by then the  American 
Commissioner in Paris, that Shelburne 
negotiated the Peace of Paris which gave the US 
its independence.  Undoubtedly that friendship, 
forged partly at Loaks, contributed to a better 
climate for the negotiations. 

John Wesley, who visited Wycombe on 11 
October 1775, recorded 
in his Journal : 

‘I took a walk to Lord 
Shelburne’s house; what 
variety in so small a 
compass!  A beautiful 
grove divided by a 
serpentine walk conceals 
the house from the 
town; at the side of this, 
runs a transparent river 
with a smooth walk on 
each bank.  Beyond this 
a level lawn, then the 
house with sloping 
gardens behind it; above 
r the top of which is a 

lovely wood, having a grassy walk running along 
just within the skirts of it.  But can the owner 
rejoice in this paradise?  No for his wife is 
snatched away in the bloom of youth.’  (Lady 
Sophia, 1745–1771, died aged 25 on 5 January.) 

All Saints Churc
to get to know the Shelburne family.  It is clear 
that a family vault exists under the great baroque 
Shelburne Monument erected to Henry Petty, the 
Ist Earl, in the North Chapel.  The monument 
depicts the Earl and nine members of his 
immediate family, although not all are buried in 
the vault beneath.  In 1752 his nephew John 
Fitzmaurice commissioned a ‘more capacious 
vault, more becoming such a monument’.  
Amongst the payments in 1754 to Scheemakers 
for the monument was one for £37 4s for the 
‘New Vault and repairing the pavement’.  
According to the burial register ten Shelburnes 
are buried here.  They are Henry and his wife 
Arabella, their eldest daughter Julia (age 23 – 
there is a memorial plaque to her behind the 
organ casing), James (Viscount Dunkerron), his 
wife and son.  Of William’s immediate family, his 
first wife Sophia was buried in the family vault on 
15th January 1771, followed by their  youngest 
son William Granville (1768-78), the Earl’s 
second wife, Louisa, Marchioness of Lansdowne 
(1755-89), his brother, Thomas Fitzmaurice 
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r Prime Minister 
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(1742-93) and, in 1805, William himself.  Some 
sources mistakenly state that Sophia was buried 
at Bowood.  In fact William’s parents had been 
buried in a mausoleum by Robert Adam (1762) in 
the grounds of Bowood.  Inside, a colossal marble 
sarcophagus by the sculptor, Agostino Carlini 
(1768), contains their remains.  The Earl later 
commissioned Carlini to sculpt the heroic marble 
monument in All Saints, depicting Sophia in 
classical mode with her two adoring sons.  She 
had herself expressed a wish to be buried there, 
in a diary entry of 10th February 1765, shortly 
after her marriage: ‘In this Church is a fine 
Monument to Sir William Petty & family & it 
looks so calm & Church like that I have told Lord 
S I shd chuse to be buried here & he agrees with 
me, notwithstanding My Lady Shelburne has 
built a Mausoleum for the family at Bowood in 
wch the late Lord (her father in law) is deposited’.  
The entrance to the Shelburne vault at All Saints 
was obliterated at the time of GE Street’s 
restoration of the church in 1873/5. 

After his resignation as Prime 
February 1783, William divided his time between 
Bowood and Lansdowne House.  But his eldest 
son, John Henry, Viscount Fitzmaurice, who was 
MP for Wycombe from 1786 to 1802 and took the 
subsidiary title of Earl of Wycombe in 1784 when 
his father was created Marquis of Lansdowne, 
remained in partial residence.  He and his eight-
year-old half-brother, Henry, presented two bells 
(nos 3 and 4) to the parish church in 1788.  In 
1789 the Marquis settled the Wycombe estates on 
his eldest son and heir, John Henry.  Heavily in 
debt, the Marquis (and John) sold the estates in 
August 1798 by auction at the Town Hall in 42 
lots.  Lord Carrington was the principal buyer 
and paid 10,000 guineas for the Mansion and 
308 acres.  (Thereafter until his death in 1809, 
the Earl of Wycombe spent most of his time at 
the castle he built in Southampton.  He was 
buried in Middlesex.) 

In my last article
surrounding the lack of any memorial to the 
former Prime Minister in either the church or 
town, all the more surprising since he was an 
eminent statesman.  The Marquis died on 7th 
May 1805 in Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square.  
He had not lived in the Borough for 16 years but 
was buried in the family vault.  In fact his will 
(available at the National Archives) states, ‘I 
desire if I die in any part of Great Britain that my 
Body may be buried near to those who have been 
nearest and dearest to me thro’ life, if not I desire 
to be buried wherever I may happen to drop 
without any kind of pomp.  Lansdown.’  The entry 
(see photo) in the church burial register records 
his many titles and that he was buried in the 
family vault in the chancel of the church on May 
14th, 1805.  But none of his military or political 
appointments were cited other than his 
membership of ‘His Majesty’s Honorable Privy 

Council’.  There is no record of who attended the 
funeral, although Vol. 75 of the Gentleman’s 
Magazine for 1805, which describes the funeral 
procession, notes that it was ‘followed by Sir 
Francis Baring’s chariot’.  Baring (founder of 
Barings Bank) was an old friend of the Marquis, 
his executor and a trustee of his estates.  He was 
also MP for Wycombe from 1802 to 1806, 
replacing the Earl of Wycombe at his father’s 
request.  To Baring fell the unenviable task of 
sorting out the Marquis’ debts of £96,000.  The 
Times carried no report of the burial, but the 
report of his death on 9th May had commented 
grudgingly, ‘The long political life of this 
nobleman in and out of office is very well known 
to the public at large.’  Again, none of his 
achievements were mentioned. 

So the passing of the forme
occasioned scant attention, but that does seem to 
have been his wish.  The Gentleman’s Magazine 
described the occasion thus: ‘The coffin was 
covered with black velvet, ornamented with a 
silver-gilt inscription plate, handles and nails.  
The funeral procession was extremely plain, 
agreeable to the wishes of His Lordship, and 
consisted of the hearse, covered with escutcheons 
and drawn by six horses; three mourning 
coaches and six mounts on horseback; the 
Marquis’s private carriage with four horses, 
followed by Sir Francis Baring’s Chariot, also 
drawn by four horses.’  Nevertheless, one would 
have expected his sons (the 2nd and 3rd 
Marquises) at least to have put up a memorial to 
him somewhere.  But William had fallen out with 
his eldest son though relations with the younger 
son, Henry, 25 at his father’s death were said to 
be affectionate.  But perhaps they had in mind 
their father’s lengthy contribution to the 
Gentleman’s Magazine of 1791 on ‘Sepulchral 
Monuments’ in which he severely criticised the 
taste for allegorical figures, ‘intolerable enormity’ 
and ‘barbarously executed’ and the need to 
‘prevent churches being disfigured as they now 
universally are’ - he may have had his great 
uncle’s monument in mind. 

There were social and politi
Marquis’ death passed without comment, unlike 
Nelson’s six months later.  William had espoused 
unpopular policies.  He was probably best 
remembered for the loss of the American 
Colonies, unfair though that was.  In fact the 
Treaty of Paris which was negotiated under his 
guidance during his Administration provided a 
just settlement that suited the interests of both 
countries.  His opposition to the Stamp Act and 
other coercive measures against the American 
colonists in the 1760s and ’70s had left him with 
a pro-American reputation.  Shelburne opposed 
the war with France in the 1790s and, until his  
very last speech in 1803, advocated  conciliation 
with the French.  His support for free trade, John 
Wilkes, Catholic emancipation, religious equality 
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David Snoxell 

for Nonconformists, parliamentary and public 
finance reform and his Irish, American and 
French sympathies and connections made him 
political enemies, as did a rather arrogant 
manner and reputation for insincerity.  George III 
dubbed him the ‘Jesuit of Berkeley Square’.  He 
was not a party man, neither Whig nor Tory.  But 
he was a philosopher statesman, espoused 

radical policies and causes (though not Anti-
Slavery) and attracted theorists, men of religion, 
science and the arts.  High Wycombe should be 
proud of him and those whom he brought to the 
town, but where is there a decent memorial to 
him? 

Remember the Murray’s Clock? 

Yes, the one that went up and down – a delight to children and adults alike. 
But where is it now?  Multiplex would like to know.  Perhaps there is a home for it in Eden!  If you know, 
or know someone who might know, please tell Tony Fooks on 01494 526580. 

SWOP Website Launched 
AROUND 120 invited guests gathered at High Wycombe Library in Queen Victoria Rd on Friday July 13 for 
the launch of the SWOP (Sharing Wycombe’s Old Photographs) website.  Colin Baker, the Wycombe-based 
actor best known for his portrayal of Dr Who on BBC television, pressed the button to activate the site 
www.buckscc.gov.uk/swop.  Having earlier been given a privileged preview of the site, he said, “I learned a 
huge amount last week of the number of theatres that existed in Wycombe.  They are all long gone, but 
photos keep them alive.”  He then made the first official search, finding the Frogmoor fountain as it was in 
1905. 

SWOP Project Manager, Mike 
Dewey, who is also a member 
of our Society, pointed out 
that the project, which is 
sponsored by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, was truly 
collaborative.  It comprises 
four main collections, from 
High Wycombe Library, 
Wycombe Museum, the Bucks 
Free Press, and the High 
Wycombe Society, as well as 
from private collections.  The work of cataloguing 
and archiving these photographs had been 
undertaken by a team of some 30 volunteers, over 
a period of 2½ years. 

The project is on-going.  Currently there are nearly 
14,000 images on the website, including some 
1,150 of our Society’s photographs.  Anybody with 
a computer connected to the Internet can access 
all these photographs at medium-resolution, 
screen-quality.  To receive a high-quality print, you 
must apply to the official contact point for the 
particular collection and pay a charge including the 
costs of printing and mailing. 

The project has been marked throughout by cordial 

collaboration between the 
SWOP team and the Society.  
For photographs in the 
Society’s collection, a part of 
the charge for high-quality 
prints comes to the Society.  
The SWOP team have also 
arranged for the Society to 
receive a complete set of the 
electronic scanned images of 
the Society’s own photographs. 

Mike Dewey and 
Chris Woodman 

Mike Dewey tells us that if any members of the Society 
have their own photographs of High Wycombe that 
they would be happy to see included in the SWOP 
collection, would they please get in touch with him on 
01628 525207. 

And for the Winter issue of the Newsletter, Mike is 
preparing a history of the Repertory Theatre in 
Frogmoor.  He wonders if any members have personal 
reminiscences of performances there, 1946 to 
1960ish.  If so, perhaps they would please contact 
him. 

The launch crew: Peter Mussett,
BCC, Mike Dewey, SWOP, and
Colin Baker. 

Display panel: some of the 
photographers who made it all 

possible. 

Frogmoor fountain, ca 1905 
(photograph no. BFP 03228). 
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Quality Counts! 2007 
THE Quality Counts! tours organised by Wycombe District Council have become an annual institution – 
informative, thought-provoking and a wonderful opportunity for networking with other people interested 
in the challenging issues of urban design.  Every tour has had a different theme.  This year’s took us to 
Oxford to see a series of “down-town” developments, where we saw different approaches to building – 
and restoring and transforming buildings – in a historic context. 

We began at the amazing Oxford Castle – a 
mediaeval series of buildings dating 
back to 1071, which served as a 
prison through the centuries, 
culminating, after an often gruesome 
history, in their take-over by the 
Prison Commissioners in 1878 until 
eventual closure in 1996.  But it is 
what has happened since that is even 
more remarkable.  The prison itself 
has been converted into a Malmaison 
Hotel with no attempt whatsoever to 
disguise its past, while the open 
spaces have been transformed, some 
into areas for the performing arts and 
others into continental-style coffee 
spaces.  Quality Counts! tourers 
voted 18 to zero that this was a 
“quality place”, and the main lesson seemed to be 
that, with imagination, almost any building with 
a past and a history can be 
restored to an urban asset.  
(Think Leigh Street, for example!) 

Our next stop was student 
housing for St Peter’s College, 
converted from a former depot.  
This too was overwhelmingly 
judged a “success”.  A dense 
building on a tightly constrained 
site, it made imaginative use of a 
variety of materials, and made 
the most of its stream-side 
location.  Although there were various comments 
on the materials and colours (some of them 
rather dark), the one common criticism was of a 
very narrow enclosed space between the windows 
and the street which seemed designed to attract 
litter and detritus. 

From there we moved to the local brewery 
conversion.  These will always be challenging, 
because historically they will have contained little 
or no soft landscaping, and tall buildings rise 

directly from narrow courtyards.  Nevertheless, at 
the Lion Brewery site astonishingly 
little effort had been made to soften 
the harsh environment, and although 
the undercroft parking deserved 
praise for its effective use of the 
space, the poor quality of the 
workmanship was widely noticed.  It 
was less clear whether the occupants 
of the flats shared this judgement, 
however.  Some friendly overseas 
students whom we met seemed well 
pleased with the workspace that, no 
doubt, their rich parents had bought 
for them.  If the courtyards below 
their windows were bleak, then they 
didn’t have to look down!  The 
“tourers” voted against by 13 to 1 

(with 6 sitting on the fence!). 

Oxford Prison aka Malmaison 
Hotel.  No attempt to disguise 
its past! 

From there we were led to two 21st century 
developments where modern 
architects were relatively 
unconstrained by history, but 
nevertheless had to try to create 
dense, high-density living 
environments.  The “Stream 
Edge” (on Park St and St 
Thomas’ St) was fronted by a 
narrow but very pleasant public 
park, well and tastefully planted, 
facing a stream, and within the 
property there were a number of 

small and charming courtyards which made 
excellent use of planting, including small trees.  
Externally, one was struck by the hotchpotch of 
materials, but the overall effect was not 
unpleasant.  Finally, the former BT Offices site on 
Paradise Street also tried to make the most of its 
riverside location on one side, yet many “tourers” 
felt obliged to sit on the fence.  Perhaps the 
angular, modular approach seemed too harsh 
and impersonal, and there was poor separation of 

New housing for St Peter’s students. 

Left: “Stream 
Edge”. 

Centre: 
Morrell’s Lion 
Brewery. 

Right:  
Former BT 
building in 
Paradise 
Street. 
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vehicles and pedestrians at the busy entrance. 

So, the overall lessons?  So much can be 
achieved, given the imagination.  But beware of 
the challenge posed by old buildings such as 
breweries (and factories?) – a determined effort is 
required to soften the environment if these are to 
be made attractive.  Never despair of the 
possibility of introducing plants – even in the 
smallest of spaces.  And as for materials – many 
approaches can be made to work but beware of 
introducing too many colours/materials in a 
single elevation. 

Oh, and there was widespread criticism of the so-
called “juliettes” (think Shakespeare!) featured by 
some developments – mini-balconies too narrow 

to stand anything on but nevertheless allowing 
occupiers of an upstairs flat to lean out from 
their French windows.  Perhaps they are better 
than nothing, but as amenity space, no! 

Finally, thanks to all the planning staff who made 
the day possible.  Our tour guide on this occasion 
was the estimable Martin Andrew, Wycombe 
District Council’s Conservation Officer, who led 
insightful discussions at every stop.  Sadly, as we 
go to press, we hear that we are about to lose 
Penelope Tollitt, who has played such a 
significant role on previous tours and, indeed, in 
many public consultation exercises in the District 
over recent years.  Wycombe’s loss is Kensington 
& Chelsea’s gain.  We wish her and Michael well. 

 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Writing a Business Plan  The Priory Centre 
Newsletter, “Priorities”, has a very useful little 
article on writing business plans.  Starting with 
why an organisation may need to write one, the 
article goes through each of the stages from 
writing the summary to planning the monitoring 
and evaluation procedures. 

Changes in auditing requirements  “Priorities” also 
has an article on auditing, which was first 
presented in the Charity Commission Newsletter.  
The rules on auditing will be changing in 
accordance with the Charities Act 2006 and 
anyone responsible for arranging audits will need 
to be alert to these changes. 

Squashing the litterbugs  The Chesham Society 
Newsletter addresses the littering issue in their 
Newsletter, arguing that, if there was a crackdown 
on those that litter our streets with discarded 
items such as cigarette butts, chip papers and 
chewing gum, then we might see a better reduction 
in litter than the current system of using volunteer 
litter-picking campaigns.  

Oh woe!  Woe water is with us again  An intriguing 
article appears in the Chiltern Society Rivers and 
Wetlands  Conservation Group Newsletter on “woe 
water”.  Apparently this refers to a stream that 
suddenly emerges after a long absence and in 
former times was believed to predict  'derthe, 
pestylence, or of grete batayle'.  A tributary of the 
River Bourne, known as the “Bourne gutter”, has 
reappeared after an absence of five years, so brace 
yourselves..... 

The “Blue Book”  The Open Spaces Society and 
the Ramblers’ Association have produced a fourth 
edition of  “Rights of Way.  A Guide to Law and 
Practice”.  Issues about Rights of Way are always 
complex and this book has been a reliable guide 
since its first edition in 1983.  This new edition has 
been completely revised and updated.  “Rights of 
Way, A Guide to Law and Practice”, published 31 
May 2007, ISBN 978-1901184990, £29.95. 

HIPs and old houses  The Society for the 

Protection of Ancient Buildings raises concerns 
about HIPs (Home Information Packs).  They 
believe that in an effort to comply with the 
requirements of the Energy Performance 
Certificate element of the pack, owners of old 
houses will be encouraged to over-insulate their 
houses, when old properties need to be allowed to 
“breathe”.  Buildings that are not listed will be in 
most danger from inappropriate work. 
 

 

Letters to the Editor 
I would like to thank Prudence Meek for replying 
so politely and concisely, accurately focusing on 
the two problems in the back of the mind of 
anyone with ambitions to support restoring 
natural environments in urban settings and in 
this situation the River Wye.  It got me thinking. 
Firstly, to get it out of the way, the flow: I am not 
qualified to answer it.  We need a hydrologist or 
geologist I suppose, but it could be the end of the 
argument! 
I have been reading a recently published book, 
‘Silent Fields, the Long Decline of the Nation’s 
Wildlife.’  Until quite recently there was little 
conscience in killing almost anything that moved 
in our countryside.  No-one would consider 
destroying otters if found in the River Wye today 
but even in 1950-5, within the lifetime of many of 
us, 154 otters were killed in Buckinghamshire.  If 
we could extend the appreciation that has 
developed of individual creatures to natural 
environments in our towns that would be 
excellent.  The book put in context the possibility 
that society may be moving out of a period of 
environmental ruthlessness that has lasted since 
the beginning of our time as humans to one of 
appreciation. 
So, just because vandals might not appreciate 
such green environments, that is not a reason to 
avoid restoring them, but to be prepared to 
maintain them either by supporting the local 
government or by local people making these 
features their responsibility.  You have to start 
somewhere. 

Graham Thorne 
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Quarterly Meeting 

“Birds, for People, for Ever?” 
THIS WAS the title of the talk given by David Nobbs, Community Talks Officer of the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), at the Quarterly Meeting on 27 July at the Guildhall. 

David told us that he has been a member of the RSPB for 40 years.  The RSPB is Europe’s largest 
conservation group and has one million members.  It manages 200 nature reserves, which together 
cover an area about the size of Berkshire.  One of our nearest RSPB reserves is at Otmoor, a 
wetland area near Oxford. 

The RSPB has several aims.  
One is to help endangered 
species, which included the Red 
Kite, so successfully re-
introduced in the Chilterns and 
other suitable areas.  Another 
aim is to research into and to 
solve problems such as species 
decline, loss of habitat, etc.  Yet 
another aim is to educate and 
enthuse people of all ages to 
take an interest in the 
wonderful world of birds and 
birdwatching. 

The RSPB is involved in peaceful campaigning 
over environmental issues both in the UK and 
overseas.  They are 
affiliated to Birdlife 
International and are 
involved in campaign-
ing to stop the 
needless destruction of 
thousands of alba-
trosses that get caught 
in fishing nets. 

The main point of the 
talk was to alert us to 
the very great dangers 
posed by climate 
change.  The Inter-
national Panel for Climate Change has been 
researching weather patterns over the last 
1,000 years.  The warmest years have been the 
last 15.  In the past 1,000 years the carbon 
dioxide levels have been 
consistent, but since the 
1850s (the time of the 
Industrial Revolution!) 
carbon dioxide has 
increased significantly, 
warming the surface 
temperature of the earth 
and melting the icecap 
at the North Pole, 
causing sea levels to 
rise. 

The impact of global 
warming is to create 
more energy in weather 
patterns, meaning more 

droughts, more extreme rainfall 
and more winds.  All this will 
have an effect on our wildlife.  A 
horrifying fact is that by 2050 
we could lose one third of our 
land-based plants and animals 
because they cannot adapt 
quickly enough to climate 
change.  Polar bears, for 
example, are suffering because 
they cannot catch seals due to 
the melting ice and are starving.  
In Britain we will lose, due to 
the warmer winters, Scottish 

crossbills, ptarmigan, willow tits, snow 
buntings and dotterel.  Sea birds are having an 
extremely difficult time around our shores 

because the sand eels 
they live on have 
moved north to feed on 
the plankton, which 
needs cold waters. 

Guillemot with sand eel.  As the North
Sea has warmed, sand eels have
disappeared from some areas and
many birds are in difficulties. 

There were a few items 
of good news.  Abroad 
in Indonesia the RSPB 
has been given 
permission to create a 
huge reserve in the 
rain forest.  Here in the 
UK, set-aside land has 

proved to be beneficial for woodlarks.  On the 
east coast, some sea defences have been 
removed, allowing the sea back in and 
restoring areas of saltmarsh, thereby creating a 

wonderful habitat for 
wildlife. 

Kittiwakes “billing”.  In 2004 nearly 16,000 pairs suffered an
almost total breeding failure. 

All in all, this was a very 
thought-provoking and 
worrying talk.  We 
cannot and must not sit 
back in easy complac-
ency and do nothing.  
We want our wildlife to 
thrive in our futures 
and our children’s 
futures and beyond.  
The solution is in our 
hands. 

Scottish crossbills – our only endemic species.  Nowhere
north to go but Iceland? Frances Wilding 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr I & Mrs R Rees of Saffron Rd, HW. 
Miss S Emery of Malmers Well Rd, HW. 
Mr A & Mrs J Amodio of Park Farm Road, HW. 
Mr G & Mrs K Evans of Bradenham Road, West 
Wycombe. 
Mr & Mrs R E Butler of Marys Mead, Hazlemere. 
 

 

Pann Mill 2007 
After a near wash-out in May, and plenty of water 
(but not enough grain to mill) in July, everything 
came together at the excellent September event, 
including Members’ crafts, lots of shiny new bric-a-
brac and huge sales of teas and cakes. 

A lot of coordination and effort goes into these 
events, so a big thank-you to all those who help in 
any way, and to those faithful Members and their 
families who support the event by venturing out, 
whatever the weather or alternative attractions on 
TV. 

Pann Mill and  
Programme and Membership Groups 

 

 

Ascott House 
Nine members went on a “shared car” outing in 
August (and the sun shone!). 

Starting with a good Sunday Roast meal in Wing, 
we visited the 30-acre garden, with its blend of the 
formal and the natural.  It was outstanding in 
design, shape and colour.  The brochure suggests 
it is worth a visit, also, in Spring and Autumn.  The 
extensive clipped, shaped hedges made us wonder 
how many gardeners were involved. 

Ascott is an informal half-timbered house built 
mainly in the second half of the 19th century, with 
some older parts.  It is still lived in by a de 
Rothschild, whose family gifted it to the National 
Trust in 1949. 

There are splendid pictures by such artists as 
Stubbs, Reynolds, Gainsborough, Hogarth and less 
known (to me!) Dutch painters, and a beautiful 

tondo by Tiepolo.  So many wonderful Chinese 
ceramics dating from 206BC; carved and inlaid 
furniture; bronzes by Rodin.  So many valuables in 
one place! 

I shall go again – but a tip for others: read the 
leaflet before you go round, so you can look out for 
items which are of interest to you. 

Ann Simone 
 

 

Frogmoor 
Many thanks you to all of you who completed your 
questionnaire on the future of Frogmoor, including 
the ladies of West Wycombe WI who photocopied 
the questionnaire for all their members. 

We are now processing the results with a view to 
sending a report to the District Council in the next 
few weeks.  More in the Winter issue! 
 

 

Are you in e-touch? 
If you are on email but are not receiving occasional 
missives from us about local events and 
forthcoming meetings, then please send 
chris@thewoodmans.fsnet.co.uk your email 
address.  (Relax!  We do not pass on your email 
address to anyone else and all circulations are 
“blind”.) 
 

 

Sub Overdue? 
If you have not yet renewed your sub for 2007–
2008, then please write now to Sheila Fooks at 
Langham, Park Farm Road, HP12 4AF (01494 
526580)! 
 

 

Thanks… 
... to all those who have contributed copy for this 
issue.  Material for the Winter issue should reach 
me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 
6PJ (01494 528106) by 20 November, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2007  

Wednesday 24th October 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: “Georgian Style – What do we mean by this?”  
Speaker: Andy Gunn, WEA and OU Lecturer. 

2008  

Friday 11th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: “Chairmaking in the Chilterns and Thames Valley”.  
Speaker: Dr. Catherine Grigg, Curator, Wycombe Museum. 

Friday 4th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Annual General Meeting, followed by reports from the Society's 
Groups. 

 


