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Our Historic Old Town 
EIGHTEEN MONTHS have now passed since our bright new Eden shopping centre opened its doors.  
We have a new bus station and a new library, the new Sainsbury’s has opened, and the spectacular 
Bucks New University building has taken shape.  On pp.4-5, you will find our Society’s comments – 
largely very approving – on the District Council’s proposals to sweep away the Abbey Way flyover and 
create wide new open, pedestrian-friendly spaces for our use and enjoyment.  True, concerns have 
been expressed about the unused and boarded-up premises.  But that is to be expected when a major 
expansion has the misfortune to coincide with the biggest economic downturn since the 1930s. 

If there is a major concern about the life of our town, however, it has to be about the “Old Town” – the 
High Street, White Hart Street, Church Street and Queen Square.  That is why it is such good news that 
a planning application has now been submitted for Red Lion House (Woolworth’s as we used to know 
it) to split it into two retail units.  Every ancient High Street needs real shops – particularly one or more 
food stores – to help keep it alive.   

But do we not also need a new mind-set?  We have one of the classic High Streets of the South of 
England.  The photograph below was taken when the Guildhall re-opened after the wonderful 
millennium refurbishment.  Should we not be shouting from the rooftops about our “Old Town”?  Any 
visitors to Eden must have difficulty even knowing that it exists.  That is not good enough. 

Chris Woodman 
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Planning This Quarter 
THE GROUP’S work in this quarter was dominated by the consultation on the new Delivery and Site 
Allocations Document (DSA: “Imagine the Future – 5”), which proved to be a major task.  Meanwhile 
the Group is diligently examining the 20 or so applications each month which fall in our area of 
interest (mainly the High Wycombe town area). 

Imagine the Future 5 WDC’s public consulta-
tion exercise on the new DSA Document ran 
from 29 June to 14 August.  Members of the 
Planning Group attended four of the evening 
workshop sessions and also the staffed 
exhibition about the Desborough Area.  The 
exercise culminated in the submission, jointly 
with our Transport Group colleagues, of our 
written comments one day before the deadline 
(see p.4).    The next stage will be the issue by 
the Council of a “final” version of the document 
for consultation in May, after which it will go to 
the Government for an Examination in Public 
(like a Public Inquiry) in early 2011. 

Quality Counts! Tour 2009  In previous years, 
WDC’s excellent Quality Counts! tours have 
taken us around development sites in nearby 
towns (Reading, Oxford or beyond) or around 
Wycombe District to learn the lessons of past 
planning decisions.  This year, the tour was a 
walk around High Wycombe in groups to view 
the new development sites – Sainsbury’s and 
Bucks New University – as well as the old town, 
with questionnaires for our views and followed 
by a discussion in the Council Chamber.  At the 
time, it seemed perhaps a little inconse-
quential, but for some of us it was interesting 
to see the excellent grasp that the District’s 
Conservation Officer has on his “patch”, and 
the Council officers subsequently extracted a 
very impressive list of insights from the 
questionnaires – all highly relevant to IF5.  A 
feedback session is due to be held in October. 

Creating a Sustainable Wycombe 2026  This 
one-day event, laid on jointly by the District 
and County Councils, was less successful.  It 
was the successor to the Transport Symposia 
of previous years, and spread around wider 
issues such as economic development and 
“wellbeing”.  Its merit, perhaps, was in 
bringing together local businessmen as well as 
the “usual suspects” such as ourselves, and it 
was good to have senior BCC officers available 
for questions.  But the format was 
unsatisfactory: those who opted – as we were 
invited – to attend more than one session 
found they were hearing the same 
presentations repeatedly (and some of the 
presenters felt the same)!  Thinking caps are 
needed before 2010! 

Civic Trust  Work by the Civic Society 
movement up and down the country, aided by 

wellwishers in the National Trust and the CPRE, to 
set up a successor organisation to the Civic Trust, 
which went into administration in April, has 
continued encouragingly.  On 25 July the Society 
helped organise a consultation session, attended 
by representatives of many of the civic societies in 
the South-East, at Bucks New University, and a 
further session will take place in Guildford in 
September. 

John North Halls  The Inspector’s decision on 
Fairview Homes’ proposal to redevelop the former 
student accommodation site, although it was a 
rejection, was less encouraging than it seemed at 
first sight.  The refusal was based on Fairview’s 
refusal to provide the requisite percentage of 
affordable housing (AH).  Sure enough, after the 
Inspector’s decision, Fairview submitted a revised 
proposal which met the AH requirement but is 
still unattractive to the local residents’ 
association.  The situation is complicated by the 
traffic implications of the proposed Coachway 
nearby (see below). 

Handy Cross Sports Centre site  In July the 
County Council laid on a small exhibition of their 
proposal for a Coachway – also incorporating the 
Park & Ride now at Cressex.  The development is 
well-designed, but incorporates office blocks 
which may intrude into the views from the AONB 
to the south of the M40, and there are some 
residents close by who will be affected.  The 
strategic issue is whether the very expensive 
Regional Coachway (£25M!) – which is intended to 
service a new “South-East regional coach 
network” – will detract from the case for the 
Bourne End ULR restoration. 

Chiltern Centre Hotel  The planning application 
for a hotel above the Chiltern Centre has been 
received and the Group repeated its previous 
concern that the fine featuring of the façade to the 
Frogmoor needs to be improved.  The hotel’s 
restaurant has been moved to the ground floor 
where it will oversee – and be seen from – 
Frogmoor: an improvement. 

Octagon Hotel  The application for a new hotel 
overlooking the Oxford Road roundabout, where 
the nightclub now is, received the thumbs-down 
from the Group mainly because of its highly 
inappropriate, rectangular appearance. 

High Wycombe Railway Station  The Group were 
surprised to hear that the planning applications 
for the Railway Station were marked down for 
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delegated decision by officers (and have now 
been permitted).  As we said in the Summer 
issue, the scheme is a very good one, but we 
find it surprising that such an important 
scheme should not be discussed by the 
Committee.  One consequence is that the 
undertakings given by Chiltern Rail to make 
space for the Bourne End ULR project in due 
course will have no chance to be challenged or 
endorsed by the Planning Committee.  Will it 
be normal in future, we wonder, for a pre-
application presentation to be a substitute for 
a Planning Committee debate? 

High Wycombe Parish Church  We are glad 
that we are being consulted by the church 
authorities about planning issues: we had no 
comment on the proposal to re-cast and 

re-hang some of the bells. 

De La Rue site  P J Carey’s proposals for 
redevelopment of the De La Rue site with 133 
flats and 27 houses were refused by the WDC 
Planning Committee, but only on the grounds that 
they did not like the main block overlooking 
Hughenden Park.  This was smaller than in earlier 
proposals but was still considered overpowering 
and inappropriate.  Concerns expressed by 
objectors over the inadequate realisation of the 
“green corridor” alongside the Hughenden Stream 
were not reflected in the debate.  The risk now is 
that the Council’s refusal may not survive an 
appeal, and if it does not, there will be no 
permissible grounds to refuse a fresh application 
other than the design of the main block. 

Chris Woodman 
 

 

Doug Hodson 
In our Summer issue, we reported the death in December 2008 of a member of many years’ standing, 
Doug Hodson, and said we hoped to include something about his restoration of Nos.19-20 Easton 
Street in a future issue.  Janet Tully has contributed the piece in the box below. 

Doug was an extraordinary man with a huge 
range of experiences in his life.  The 
Bucks Free Press described him as 
“songwriter, factory worker, naval 
recruit, flooring expert and BFP 
reporter”, but before that he had 
been an evacuee as a child, and he 
left four children and 10 
grandchildren.  I am indebted to his 
widow, Lorraine, for showing me his 
copious collection of papers and 
photographs relating to the Society, 
and to our former Historic Buildings 
Group and the restoration in 
particular.  Doug himself did a 
comprehensive write-up of the Easton Street 
project for the Society’s Newsletter, over two 
issues in 1974.  It’s all in there: the leaking roof, 
the sagging ceilings, the wet and dry rot, even 

the death-watch beetle.  One can only marvel at 
the comprehensive range of skills 
that enabled him to pull off the 
task.  (See photograph on p.7.) 

He was fortunate that the work was 
finished in time for 1975, which the 
Council of Europe (nothing to do 
with the Common Market!) 
designated European Architectural 
Heritage Year.  The running of EAHY 
in this country was entrusted to the 
Civic Trust, and when Doug 
eventually received a “special 
merit” award under the scheme, the 

official letter was signed by the BCC County 
Planning Officer on behalf of both the County 
Council and the Civic Trust. 

Doug had been running his flooring business 
from No.20 Easton Street since 1965.  By 1972 
he had managed to acquire both buildings 19 
and 20 which now had a preservation order on 
them.  He decided that he had to have a go at 
restoring them.  From pigeons roosting in the 
upper rooms to sagging ceilings and from 
leaking roofs to damp plaster – the place was a 
shambles.  Gradually, though, as Doug and his 
helper stripped away centuries of muck and 
grime the beauty of the building was revealed. 

It was timber-framed with beautiful oak beams, 
wattle and daub panels and an inglenook 
fireplace hidden behind a Victorian one.  Experts 
dated the buildings to around 1580. 

An Elizabethan spiral staircase was another gem 
of a discovery.  By this time the High Wycombe 
Society had become involved: firstly with the late 
Ewart Steevens and then later with the late Jack 
Scruton who “persuaded” Doug to join the 
Society.  He served a term on the Executive 
Committee and was for several years a well-
respected member of the Historic Works and 
Buildings Group. 

In 1975 Doug was awarded a “scheme of special 
merit” commendation by the Civic Trust to mark 
European Architectural Heritage Year for his 
restoration of 19 and 20 Easton Street. 

Janet Tully 
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Imagine the Future… 5 
“Imagine the Future 5 – Delivering the Strategy for Wycombe” is the next stage in assembling the Local 
Development Framework (LDF) for Wycombe District up to 2026.  If that sounds abstract, it’s not.  
Every planning decision taken by Wycombe District Council has to be justified by reference to the Local 
Development Framework:  refusal of any application that is consistent with the Framework (formerly 
the Local Plan) will be thrown out by an Inspector on appeal.  The Core Strategy was adopted by the 
Council last year after a Public Examination.  It contains much important material which cannot now 
be altered – for example, sites such as Terriers Farm, Abbey Barn (North and South) and Gomm Valley 
were identified as sites for future housing, but only at the point in the future when the need can be 
shown to exist in relation to the housing targets.  The Delivery and Site Allocations (DSA) Document is 
much more detailed and arguably, even more important. 

In June and July, the Council ran an intensive 
series of consultation meetings on different 
aspects and different areas, and, besides 
processing all the oral comments made at the 
meetings, called for written 
responses by 14 August.   

Unfortunately, the process got off to 
a bad start because the Council’s 
contractors for the delivery of a 
newspaper-size information sheet to 
all households in the District fell well 
short of their task.  Many of our 
members simply never saw one.  
However, the proposals were an 
important item on the agenda of our 
Forum for Affiliated Groups and All 
Members (FAGAM) on 10 July and 
they subsequently received intensive 
attention from our Planning and Transport 
Groups.   

Our formal response was submitted on 13 
August.  It ran to 7 pages and 44 points.  A copy 
of it, and of the Council’s 41 “key questions”, 
can be supplied (preferably by email) to any 
person who requests it from the Editor.  Here 
are some of the key points we made on your 
behalf.  (Some reading between the lines may be 
needed to work out the questions to which we 
were replying!) 

New Office Space:  “We are not wholly convinced 
of the need for new high-quality office space in 
the town centre.  Agents will always advocate 
more such sites because it makes business for 
them.  How do they explain the fact that a 
number of major and apparently attractive 
buildings have lain empty for some time?” 

Town Centre strategy:  “The Society has long 
campaigned to restore the River Wye to the town 
centre, and we support the proposal to remove 
the Abbey Way flyover as a means to that end in 
particular, to eliminating the severance currently 
caused by the flyover, and to providing a new 
open space in the heart of the town.  We see no 
reason why the river should be substituted by a 
‘water feature representative of the river’.  This 
should be an attractive genuine watercourse 

along the whole of its length through the town 
centre, with the opportunity for visitors to relax 
and enjoy outdoor exhibitions etc.  The level of 
the water where it enters the culvert in Oxford 

Road is high enough to create a river 
bed not far below the pedestrian level 
in the town centre.  Retention of 
sufficient underground capacity to 
cope with flood flows is a separate 
issue.  Visit Calne in Wiltshire to see 
what can be done with a small river.” 

“We support the incorporation of the 
centre of the A404 roundabout into 
the public space, and oppose taking 
up some of the space with new 
blocks (possibly offices) and 
obscuring the vista towards the 
Wycombe Swan.” 

High Wycombe town centre should be lively, 
bustling, green, pedestrian-friendly (including for 
old or disabled people and children), with a 
varied shopping offering, adequate parking but 
also adequate public transport to encourage 
people not to bring their cars to the centre, and 
there should be a healthy relationship between 
the old and the new towns, both of which should 
be valued by residents. 

Park & Ride Sites:  “We agree the Southern P&R 
site should be co-located with the Coachway in 
due course.  The most urgently-needed other 
P&R site is to the North.  Terriers Farm appears 
suitable, and needed now.  It is unfortunate that 
no way can apparently be found to establish a 
P&R there until the whole site is developed.  But 
also, we believe clarity is needed on the 
acceptable routing of P&R buses to the town 
centre before any decision is taken.  Hamilton 
Road is unsuitable.  We have no alternative sites 
to suggest. 

P&R is only one tool to be used to reduce car 
travel to the town centre.  More emphasis needs 
to be placed on alternative means to discourage 
people from using their cars – buses, demand-
responsive transport, shared taxis etc., including 
from supermarkets when people need to get 
their purchases home and, for traffic from 
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Wycombe Marsh and points further East/South-
East, the ultra-light railway proposal.  These 
options need to be developed as soon as 
possible, in order to minimise the demand for, 
and space required by, P&R.” 

Abbey Barn “reserve housing sites”:  “We do not 
support Daws Hill being used as an excuse for 
the early release of the Abbey Barn sites.  In 
particular, Abbey Barn South should 
take its place in the list with the 
other four sites.  Plans for RAF Daws 
Hill should however allow for the 
later development of the Abbey Barn 
sites, if and when that eventually 
becomes appropriate.” 

On the timing and order of 
development at the reserve housing 
sites:  “We note that all the sites 
have inadequate road systems. We 
believe that development of any of 
these sites must be preceded by 
appropriate major road schemes.  This is 
particularly the case for Abbey Barn (with or 
without Daws Hill), where several schemes have 
been aired but seem to be poorly thought out 
and not backed by any proper study of potential 
traffic levels or likely destinations.  Further, all 
these developments are planned to come 
forward 10 or more years in the future and there 
could be national policy changes.  It is not 
sensible to predict these matters so far ahead.  
We suggest that decisions on the order of 
development be left until nearer the time of need 
when the then current criteria can be used to 
evaluate infrastructure impact and its 
mitigation.  In the meantime, thought should be 
given to whether potential road routes should be 
protected against development that would 
compromise their future use.” 

Traffic lights:  “While we accept that it will 
sometimes be beneficial to put a number of 
existing traffic lights under a Urban 
Management Scheme, we believe this is 
sometimes used as an excuse to justify more 
traffic lights than are necessary.  We note that 
some junctions work better when the traffic 
lights are out of action and urge that 
roundabouts be maintained or restored (and 
traffic lights removed) where they are the most 
effective solution.” 

Bus Lanes:  “Bus lanes are extremely 
controversial and there should be no 
commitment to introduce new ones, e.g. in 
Desborough Avenue, Amersham Hill or 
Hughenden Road until there has been genuine 
public consultation and the arguments properly 
considered.  We do not consider Hamilton Road 
to be suitable for buses, with or without a bus 
lane.” 

Queen Victoria Road:  “This site has a 
‘municipal’ character because when Lord 
Carrington donated it to the town (it was 
previously a carriageway to Wycombe Abbey) he 
specified it was for public buildings.  Regardless 
of any residual legalities, this character should 
be preserved in any redevelopment.” 

Holywell Mead Swimming Pool:  “This site is 
visually part of Holywell Mead and 
the Rye.  The principles (first bullet 
point) should include minimising 
visual intrusion and no increase in 
the massing on this site.” 

Relaxing planning conditions on 
change of use in Queen Square/ 
Church Street area:  “In principle we 
welcome an initiative to fill the empty 
shop units. However we are 
concerned that it should be made 
clear that any such use is temporary 
and must be terminated after a pre-
agreed time.  We note with concern 

that the recent decision, which could be 
regarded as an example of this policy, to allow 
change of use of premises in Queen Square to a 
betting shop is a permanent change of use.” 

“Three years should be an ample length of time 
for this policy to last.” 

Options for protection of the Bourne End railway 
alignment for future transport use:  “We favour 
Option 2 [ultra-light rail or bus], with the proviso 
that it should not be a bus, guided or otherwise.  
Through running to Maidenhead is essential, so 
the vehicles must be standard-gauge rail. 

Hundreds of light rail systems, new and old, in 
every continent, testify to the increasing success 
and popularity of this travel mode (see the World 
Wide Review in any issue of the journal Tramways 
and Urban Transit, published monthly). 
Passengers clearly appreciate the immediate 
and long-term certainty of journeys defined by 
rails fixed to the ground, unlike buses which can 
be much more easily rerouted or discontinued.” 

Cycle routes:  “It would be good to have a safer, 
better planned cycling route along the Wye valley 
(London Road – West Wycombe Road) so that 
cycling becomes a more viable option for cross-
town personal transport. The present cycle route 
is fragmented and contains unnecessary 
diversions and gradients (e.g. along the back of 
the Dyke). This would be a much more useful 
contribution to local infrastructure than the plan 
of Cycle Map A.” 

Bus routing in the town centre:  “The issue of a 
“hopperbus” around the town centre, linking the 
bus station in Bridge Street to the High Street 
and railway station (and possibly the hospital), 
needs to be addressed, and also its connection 
with the P&R service(s).” 
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Quarterly Meeting 

Secret Hughenden 

HUGHENDEN MANOR, well-known as the home of the great Victorian Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Disraeli, has been hiding a secret these past 60 years.  Unknown to many of us, Hughenden played 
a significant part in WWII in preparing maps for the bombing raids carried out by RAF Bomber 
Command.  This role only came to light in 2005, the 60th anniversary of the end of WWII, when a 
visitor to the Manor was overheard telling his grandson that he had worked there during the war. 

Mary Edwards, a volunteer at Hughenden for 
eleven years, spoke at our Quarterly Meeting 
on 17 July about research carried out by 
herself and other volunteers. 

Besides the basic research and the gathering of 
official information, there was the task of 
finding and interviewing personnel who had 
worked at Hughenden during this time.  This 
latter task was Mary’s.  The hundred or so 
personnel involved had had to sign the Official 
Secrets Act and still considered themselves 
bound by it 60 years later.  Once permission 
had been obtained from the Ministry of 
Defence, many of those traced, now in their 
80s, found it an emotional experience to recall 
those war years. 

Disraeli and his wife Mary Anne bought 
Hughenden Manor in 1848 and transformed it 
from a plain Georgian house to the neo-Gothic 
building we see today.  Requisitioned by the 
military in 1940, its Victorian splendour gave 
way to a secret wartime establishment called 
“Hillside”. 

Hillside’s job was to provide target maps and 
illustrations for Bomber Command in its vital 
work of taking the attack to Germany – the 
Strategic Bomber Offensive.  Its position was 
ideal.  It was close to Medmenham where air 
reconnaissance photographs were interpreted, 
and also near the Bletchley Park code-
breakers, Bomber Command HQ at Walters 
Ash, and later also the USAAF Eighth Air Force 
headquarters at Wycombe Abbey.  Hillside was 

initially run by the Air Ministry with civilian 
staff in the drawing office and a Royal Engineer 
Survey Unit working on map revision and 
photographic interpretation.  In 1941, RAF 
staff with specialist skills – cartographers, 
draughtsmen, artists and architects – were 
introduced and, with the exception of the CO, 
Major Quaife, and Mr Dawson, who looked 
after the civilian staff, Hillside was taken over 
by RAF Bomber Command. 

The existing maps supplied by the Air Ministry 
had significant omissions – such as railway 
lines!  Draughtsmen now updated the maps 
using stereoscopes: by looking at a pair of 
photographs taken at slightly different angles, 
each view was given depth, solidity and a 
three-dimensional aspect.  Since the photo-
graphs were taken at different altitudes it was 
important that the scales of the maps matched 
those of the photographs.  This was done by 
using a tool like a pair of callipers.  One day 
those interpreting photographs taken at 
Peenemünde were amused to see two men 
relieving themselves against a post, but then 
noticed unusual ramps nearby which turned 
out to be those used to test the V1 
“Doodlebugs” later used to bomb England. The 
maps were drawn with ink on film and printed 
by the lithographic process, being 
photographed on to a sensitized lithographic 
film.  The etching and printing were done in 
the ice-house on a German machine for which 
of course no spare parts were available.  Much 
ingenuity was used to replace worn pieces.  
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Orders for maps came from Bomber Command 
once it had identified targets for future 
bombing raids.  A slide showed maps of the 
targets at Dresden, Berlin and Peenemünde 
with circles showing the designated targets.  
The number of maps ordered told the 
mapmakers how many planes were going on a 
raid.  Later on, airborne navigation radar called 
“H2S” came into use, and maps were made 
that tried to predict what targets would look 
like on the radar. 

The maps were firstly received in the 
Intelligence Department based in the Library.  
A photograph showed the desks surrounded by 
the original bookcases.  There were several 
drawing offices where the intricate work of 
drawing and checking the maps was carried 
out.  Copying was done in the ice-house, which 
can still be seen in the grounds today.  The 
stable yard held the Transport section.  Those 
given items to transport were to drive to their 
destination and on no account were they to 
stop.  The Nissen huts a little way from the 
Manor are no longer there. 

The staff were based in lodgings in and around 
the town and cycled to work each day.  RAF 
personnel were provided with cycles but 
civilian workers had to provide their own.  
Leisure activities included dances at Wycombe 
Abbey.  The Hillside Herald was a lively in-
house newspaper produced by the staff with 
amusing articles and cartoons.  It ran to twelve 
editions before security curtailed its 

production.  One woman had kept all her 
twelve editions in pristine condition.  Copies 
can be seen in the new display in the basement 
but please take a magnifying glass!  The 
exhibition also features photographs, artefacts, 
videos and audio recordings. 

As well as illustrating her talks with slides, 
Mary played some of the recordings she made 
of those who had worked at Hillside during the 
war.  How well their recollections brought to us 
the importance of their role: the maps they 
made were used for some of the most critical 
bombing raids and campaigns of the war 
including the Dam Buster attack and the 
airborne landings on D-Day. 

Remarkably, and to the credit of all those who 
worked at Hillside, the Germans never appear 
to have found out what went on there.  The 
Manor was never deliberately bombed – there 
was one bomb thought to be a stray that fell 
nearby and broke some windows.  There is also 
the mystery of a target list found in the boot of 
a German pilot, which included “Schloss 
Hughenden” but identified it merely as 
quarters for Fighter Command staff.  So the 
secret was well-kept – for 60 years!   

Those who were unfortunate enough to miss 
this interesting talk should visit the new 
permanent exhibition at Hughenden Manor 
where its wartime secrets are revealed. 

Raymond A Mow 
 

 

Nos.19-20 Easton Street 

Nos. 19-20 Easton Street today, as restored with great skill and 
care by Doug Hodson (see p.3.) – beautiful! 

Spiderman found in Downley! 

 
Yes, we didn’t have to wait to long 
to find a new webmaster.  
Malcolm Connell, stalwart of the 
Pann Mill Group, practically 
volunteered.  (“I suppose you 
haven’t found anyone for it yet…”)  
He will take over in the next few 
weeks.  That will require a slightly 
more systematic approach by all 
of us to the content.  In the past, it 
has been up to the whim of the 
Newsletter Editor to decide what 
gets uploaded.  Our website has 
all the basic useful information on 
it – events, officers, how to join, 
past newsletters since 1997, even 
the constitution – but it is still a 
rather underused resource. 

Good luck, Malcolm, and thanks 
very much for sharing the load! 
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Heritage 

Timely Actions? 
In the Summer Newsletter, Jackie Kay described the Oak Room Windows Centenary Project, which 
aims to research all the people named in the 1911 “Progress” window in the Town Hall Oak Room 
(illustrated in the last issue).  As the research team makes progress in its task, all manner of historical 
facts are coming to light.–Ed.. 

ON 23 August 1851 the Commission of the Peace appointed William Rose, Randolph Crewe and 
Thomas Treacher to act as JPs in Wycombe.  Two days later, Wycombe Town Council voted a 
resolution expressing “extreme regret and surprise” at the result, and appointed a committee to 
look into the matter.  The Town Council had reason to be surprised.  Earlier in the year, they had 
sent a recommendation to the Lord Chancellor nominating three other candidates: Alderman Robert 
Wheeler, George Harman, gentleman, and John Turner, surgeon – all of them prominent people in 
the history of our town. 

A delightful insight into what 
happened is contained in a letter 
from Benjamin Disraeli to Lord 
Carrington, written on 24th July 
1851, now openly published and 
widely accessible, in which he 
urges attention to the problem “if 
we wish to sustain the 
respectability of the Borough and 
check that factious spirit, which 
has too long disgraced it”. 

Citing Mr Harman as “the 
instigator of all the brawls of the 
town” and branding Mr Turner 
as “distinguished only by his 
insulting hostility to the County 
Magistrates”, he puts forward the 
names of the three subsequently successful 
candidates before concluding that the 
“business is one which really very much 
concerns the tranquillity and welfare of our 
little provincial world”. 

Disraeli’s “little provincial world” is just one of 
a number of views of Wycombe being studied 
by members of the High Wycombe Society 
currently engaged in the Oak Room Windows 
Centenary project.   

In July, Chris Featherstone, Local Studies 
Specialist at High Wycombe library gave fellow 
project contributors a guided tour of the Local 
Studies area and its facilities.  Since then, a 
number of members have been spotted in the 
library, loading and unloading reels of 

microfilm, poring over maps of 
various vintages, donning white 
gloves to look at fragile items 
from the “Green Collection”, and 
even confidently requesting 
access to “Chris’s secret 
cupboard” for things they know 
are to be found there!  Others 
have ventured as far as the 
Centre for Buckinghamshire 
Studies at Aylesbury in search of 
further information, where Chris 
Low and his colleagues are 
providing friendly support. 

With over a year to go until the 
centenary, it will be a while 
before any results of the above 

activities are made known.  In the meantime, 
an eavesdropper on the last project meeting 
would have learned that “the whereabouts of 
the vidimus are unknown” and “the cartoon 
probably no longer exists”, both indications 
that attendees were learning something about 
stained glass from a master of the subject. 

Jackie Kay 

High Wycombe Society members who wish to 
contribute to The Oak Room Windows Centenary 
Project should contact me (jackiehkay@aol.com 
or 01494 534876).  I am particularly keen to 
hear from anyone with a special interest in 
William Penn and the history of the Quakers in 
Wycombe. 

 

 

 

An Early Spring? 

If you are having a spring clean in the next few months, 
Barbara Pathé would love to hear from you.  We are 
very short of good quality bric-a-brac for our 2010 
Open Days.  We can collect and store your offerings.  
Unfortunately we cannot accept electrical goods.  
Contact Barbara on 01494 442908 or Mary Woodman 
on 01494 528106. 

The exquisite portrait at the
centre of the “Disraeli Window”. 
(Detail from photo by M Kipping.)
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Bletchley Park 
Our Summer outing this year was to Bletchley Park, home of the WW2 code-breakers and the 
National Museum of Computing.  Forty-six members and friends took a leisurely coach trip to 
Bletchley, with our driver taking to a number of interesting back roads and returning by a different 
route.  

We were welcomed with a cup of coffee and an 
introductory talk in the mansion ballroom 
before the guided tour began.  We heard 
something of the history of the estate, which 
became vacant in the 1930s and was taken 
over by the British Government's Code and 
Cypher School just before the outbreak of the 
Second World War in 1939.  Bletchley, with its 
then rail connec-
tions to Oxford and 
Cambridge as well 
as to London and 
the north, was 
ideally situated as 
a centre for uti-
lising the country's 
mathematical 
brains.  During the 
war, the site was 
developed with 
huts to accommodate staff and equipment 
covering much of the park.  At one time, staff, 
including many Wrens, numbered over 10,000, 
mostly billeted in nearby villages. 

During the course of our tour, we were told the 
story of the German Enigma coding machine, 
which the Germans thought produced 
unbreakable codes.  Fortunately, the Poles had 
acquired a machine in the 1930s and had 
passed much information on to 
British Intelligence.  Within a 
few months of the outbreak of 
war, Alan Turing, a brilliant 
Cambridge mathematician, and 
his team had cracked the code, 
and invented a machine called 
the Bombe to speed up the 
transcribing process.  Hence-
forth the Allies had almost 
immediate access to enemy 
plans.  We were shown a 
sample Bombe. 

After lunch, we were 
treated to a talk by a lady 
who had been an evacuee 
from London in WW2.  The 
story of her experiences of 
being taken away from 
home, aged 7, with her 
younger brother, was a very moving one. 

The tour of the huts was then resumed.  We 
were told that the Germans were continually 

developing their Enigma machine, adding discs 
to make the coding more complex.  Fortunately 
for the Allied side, on a couple of occasions 
when the war situation was serious, German 
U-boats were successfully attacked by the 
Royal Navy, boarded and the latest Enigma 
machines and code books captured.  In parallel 
with the breaking of the Enigma messages was 

the attack on 
German teleprinter 
traffic within the 
German High 
Command, en-
crypted by Lorenz 
machines.  Enter a 
team of Post Office 
engineers from the 
PO Research Sta-
tion at Dollis Hill 
led by Tommy 

Flowers.  They devised and built what was 
probably the first ever programmable electronic 
digital computer using radio valves.  It was 
called Colossus, and was highly successful in 
keeping the Allies aware of Hitler's latest 
orders.  Ten machines were made in all. 

At the end of the War, Winston Churchill 
ordered all design details of the Colossus to be 
destroyed for security reasons.  So when plans 

to open a museum at Bletchley 
Park were first mooted in the 
1970s, many of the original 
engineers got together and 
pieced together design details for 
constructing a new machine.  
This was achieved, and we were 
shown one on our tour.  (I 
myself worked at Dollis Hill in 
the 1950s and knew many of the 

team.) 

The museum now covers 
many aspects of life in the 
1940s and we really did 
not have enough time to 
study all that was on 
display before returning to 
our coach.  Another visit is 
called for, perhaps!  Many 
thanks to Eileen Walters 

for arranging such an interesting outing so 
efficiently. 

John Gore 
 

The reconstructed Bombe (above) and
Colossus (below). 
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Awards From the (Recent) Past 
UNTIL JUST a few years ago (2003, to be precise), it was Wycombe District Council’s custom to run 
two annual award schemes for new developments of architectural or heritage merit – known as the 
Malcolm Dean Design Awards and the Jack Scruton Heritage Awards.  Firms of architects regarded 
either kind of award as a feather in their cap, and it seemed right that singular contributions to the 
District’s Design and Heritage should be celebrated.  Sadly, in the end, the schemes fizzled out, 
mainly for lack of nominations.  However, the Conservation Officer, Martin Andrew, recently compiled a 
list of the winners of the awards over the 10-20 years that the schemes ran.  With thanks to him, we 
reproduce it here, in the hope that it may provide food for thought.  The final Design Award to Ercol in 
2003 was a worthy winner.  Surely something worthwhile has been done since then! 

Malcolm Dean Design Award 

1984 Restoration of Danesfield House, Medmenham  BBW Partnership 

1985 Uplands Conference Centre, Four Ashes Edward Cullinan 

1986 Lacey Green Windmill Restoration Chiltern Society 

1987 Volvo Offices, Marlow Spratley Cullearn & Phillips 

1988 Wormsley Farm Complex Restoration Nicholas Johnston 

1989 April Cottage, Hambleden Selwyn Palmer 

1990 Instron Ltd, Cressex, High Wycombe Denton Scott Associates 

1991 Wormsley House & Library Johnston Cave Associates 

1992 No award  

1993 SAS Walled Garden Building, Wittington Brocklehurst Architects 

1994 No award  

1995 King’s Centre, Desborough Rd, High Wycombe  

1996 Music School, Godstowe, High Wycombe Aldington Craig & Collinge 

1997 Dewplan Offices, Queens Road, High Wycombe  Aldington Craig & Collinge 

1998 Goodland Music School, Wycombe Abbey Solway Brown Partnership 

1999 Thames Lawn, St Peter Street, Marlow David Landaw Architects 

Rye Mill VW Showrooms, London Road HW Project Design Architects 2000 
(Joint 

winners) Old Fire Station, Aveling Rd., High Wycombe  Aldington Craig & Collinge 

2001 Flat Roofed House, Frieth Dennis Sharp Architects 

2002 728 London Road, High Wycombe Danks Reed Denby & Badnell 

2003 Ercol Factory, Princes Risborough Horden Cherry Lee Architects  

Jack Scruton Heritage Award 

1993 The Deanery Extension, St Peter Street, Marlow Selwyn Palmer Architects 

1994 Market House, Princes Risborough  

1995 Woodend Farm Barns, Medmenham  

1996 Borlase School Extension, West Street, Marlow BCC Architect’s Department 

1997 No award  

1998 Flashlock Capstan Restoration, Wittington Christopher Wallis 

1999 Turville Park, Turville Heath  

2000 Huckenden Farm Barn, Wheeler End  

2001 Cruck Barn, Meadle  

2002 No award  

2003 Court Garden Access Ramp, Marlow Selwyn Palmer Architects 
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All Saints Churchyard Gates 
Where Did They Come From? 

IN AN article in the Summer 2008 issue of the Newsletter, I speculated on the provenance of the 
churchyard gates which were thought to have come from the St Mary Street entrance to Loakes 
Manor (subsequently Wycombe Abbey) and to have been given by the Earl of Shelburne in 1770.  
However, since the gates to Loakes Manor had been erected only in 1762 it seemed strange that the 
Earl would have given them to the town so soon after.  The assertion that the gates were a gift 
seems to have first been made in 1897 by R S Downs in Records of Bucks (Vol VII, p 270): “The 
beautiful gates at the entrance to the churchyard on the south were the gift of the Earl of Shelburne 
and formerly stood at the St Mary’s entrance to the Abbey at the bottom of Marlow Hill.”  This was 
repeated by Herbert Green in his 1964 history of the church. 

There is a reference to the 
churchyard gates in the 
vestry minutes of 24 July 
1772 (also mentioned in the 
official Grade 2 listing, see 
below–Ed.): 

“It was agreed to put up 
the iron gates at the south 
entrance of this parish 
church and all the 
expenses attending to be 
paid and discharged by 
the parish and Corpora-
tion out of the church 
rates made for the 
purpose and all other 
expenses attending the 
reparations of this parish 
church.” 

There is no suggestion that 
the gates were a gift to the 
town, although “the gates” 
implies they already existed.  
However, regarding the gates 
to Loakes Manor, it is clear 
from a letter of 8 October 
1762 to the Earl from his 
agent, Samuel Auld, (“The 
Iron Gates is up and much 
esteemed by our neighbours 
as being a great ornament to 
the Town.”) that the locals 
admired them.  There is an 
entry for 3 October 1766 in 
the account book (Expenses 
at Wycombe, Bucks, held in 
the archives at Bowood), 
which records payment to 
John Very for ‘Irons to 
ploughs and the iron gates at 
£2.2s.8d.’.  This sounds like 
fittings, possibly hinges, for 
the gates, though paid four 
years after the work was 
done. 

Could it be that the town decided to have a 
similar pair of gates, though plainer, made for 
the churchyard?  The churchyard gates are 
very similar to, though less ornate than, the 

pair of gates that now stands 
on the north side of Daws Hill 
House (Fig.3).  It is those that 
were almost certainly 
previously at the St Mary 
Street entrance to Loakes 
Manor, replaced in the 1800s 
by the first Lord Carrington 
with stone pillars, railings 
and low gates.  Later they 
were erected as the entrance 
to the Wycombe Abbey 
kitchen garden (see Fig.2), 
recorded in the 1896 Abbey 
sale catalogue, and then 
moved to Daws Hill when the 
third Lord Carrington 
remodelled the building 
following his departure from 
Wycombe Abbey in 1896.  So 
both the Shelburne gates and 
the Carrington pillars from St 
Mary Street ended up a 
century later at the top and 
bottom entrances to Daws 
Hill House. 

David Snoxell 

Editor’s note: The listing of 
the churchyard gates, which 
can be found at English 
Heritage’s website www. 
heritagegateway.org.uk, 
reads as follows: 

“All Saints Churchyard Gates 

Grade 2. 

C18, authorised by the vestry 
24 July 1772. Wrought iron 
double gates hung to panelled 
standards with scroll 
ornament and scroll with 
pattern overthrow. Ironwork 
carved down at sides. 

Church of All Saints, Churchyard Gates together 
with No 2, The Antelope Public House, No 5 and 
No 6 form a group with Nos 1 to 3 (consec) High 
Street.” 

Fig.3: Daws Hill House gates today.
(Compare Fig.2.) 

Fig.1: All Saints churchyard gates. 

Fig.2: Kitchen Garden gates, ca.1895.
The kitchen garden was reached by a
tunnel under St. Mary’s St. and the
site is now beneath Bucks New
University (SWOP RHW 01321). 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Ms S Coverdale of Spencer Walk, Putney. 
Mr A Gabriel of Rennie Close, HW. 
Mr S A Ghauri of Abercromby Ave, HW. 
Mrs H Langford of London Rd, Reading. 
Ms A Naumenko of Lingfield Close, HW. 
Mr C Watts of Green St, Hazlemere. 

We are also pleased to welcome two design 
students from Bucks New University, Paul 
Andrews and Patricia Grasham, on to the 
Planning Group in their final year. 
 

 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and 
All Members 
Our Forum meeting on 10 July was a great 
success for those of our members who attended.  
Frances Presland described the Society’s 
success in limiting the Environment Agency’s 
proposals for fishing facilities on the Rye Dyke to 
something appropriate; the Planning Group was 
able to show Chiltern Railways’ presentation on 
their plans for the Railway Station (see Summer 
issue) and there was a lively and useful exchange 
on Wycombe District Council’s plan for the Town 
Centre then being consulted on in their “Imagine 
the Future – 5” exercise (see pp.4-5). 

The Forum is your opportunity to come along to 
be briefed on the latest information about our 
town and to bring to the Executive Committee’s 
attention the issues that concern you on local 
planning, transport matters and open spaces.  
Although originally pitched at our affiliated 
groups and residents’ associations, they are now 
open to all members.  So if you, either as an 
individual member or as a representative, want 
to join in the discussion and feedback, do come 
along to the next Forum at the Friends’ Meeting 
House on 4 December.  You can phone the Hon. 
Sec. on 01494 523263 (or email her at the 

address on our website) to suggest or give notice 
of issues. 
 

 

Many Thanks… 
…To all the many helpers – stallminders, mill-
watchers, gazebo putter-uppers and bric-a-brac 
contributors who made our Open Day on July 
12th a joy to attend. 

Particular thanks are due to the bakers who 
furnished our refreshment stall with goodies, 
including new member Shabir Ghauri with his 
delicious pakoras.  By the time this Newsletter 
hits the streets, we shall also have had our final 
2009 Open Day on 13 September.  Thank you all 
in advance for your help at that. 
 

 

BLHN at Halton 
As always, the annual Bucks Local History 
Network conference looks like being well worth 
attending.  This year’s event will be held on 
3 October at Kedmore Hall, RAF Halton, and the 
theme is “Some Great Buckinghamshire Figures” 
– the Marquis of Wharton and Ettie Desborough 
of Taplow (have you heard of them?) and the 
rather greater, and better-known, Sir Harry 
Verney, Benjamin Disraeli, John Hampden and 
Lord Shelburne.  Pre-booking is required: forms 
are available on the BLHN website, but you’ll 
need to be quick! 
 

 

And from the Editor… 
This newsletter is only as good as its 
contributions.  Many thanks to all those who 
have contributed such excellent copy for this 
issue.  Material for the Winter 2009/2010 issue 
should reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 
20 November, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2009  

Wednesday, 21st October 
7.30pm, Environment Centre on 
Holywell Mead 

Quarterly Meeting: Chiltern Trees with a Story.  Speaker: Rachel 
Sanderson, Special Trees and Woods Project, Chilterns 
Conservation Board.  (NOTE CHANGED SPEAKER AND TITLE.) 

Friday, 4th December 
7.30pm, Friends Meeting House 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and All Members (see above.) 

2010  

Friday, 8th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: The History of High Wycombe – a film show 
presented by John Smithson, High Wycombe Film Society. 

Friday, 9th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by Reports 
from the Society’s Groups.  Guildhall, 7.30 p.m. 

  

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


