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Planning to Prosper 
A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, when the town council of High Wycombe chose to adopt the motto 

“Industria Ditat”, it was confident of the values it represented.  Progress was clearly measured by 

productivity, profitability and growth, all the natural results of hard work.  Half a century later, 

well-intentioned planners pursued their visions with the same passion.  Progress in the form of 

rampant development, however, posed a threat which triggered calls for preservation.  It was 

against this backdrop that the High Wycombe Society was formed.  Today, in every planning 

decision that is made we routinely recognise many conflicting demands including those for 

preservation and development, and we aspire to a much broader definition of „progress‟ 

incorporating such concepts as „sustainability‟.  Mark Brown‟s recent talk to the Society in July 

reminded us that in another half century‟s time, things will have changed again.  Future 

generations will look back and wonder why we did not take fully into account those factors of their 

recent past that were predictable. 

So, are we making the right decisions for our town in 2012?  Only time will tell, but I see many 

reasons to be positive: the exuberance of the SV2G Wycombe Community Festival; the successful 

formation of the Business Improvement District (BID); the award of the first stage of Heritage 

Lottery funding for the Wycombe museum; the buzz of activity 

at the new Environment Centre; the eager anticipation of a new 

peal of bells for the Parish church; the prospect of an ITV drama 

set in our town.  All seem to indicate there is a well-motivated 

entrepreneurial spirit not just surviving but thriving despite the 

current economic climate. 

On 12th October our Quarterly meeting will be in the Gateway 

Theatre of Bucks New University.  We will welcome Peter Lerner, 

Consultant Town Planner and Wycombe resident for a talk 

entitled: “Townscape and Urban Design – Art and 

Commonsense”.  We are keen to raise the profile of the Society 

and of the Planning Group in particular, so please do your bit 

and consider who you can invite to join you in your attendance 

on that evening. 

Your Programme and Membership group are in the early stages 

of planning the programme of events for 2013-2014, so if you 

have suggestions for future speakers, outings or other events, or 

would like to help, now is the time to let us know. 

Jackie Kay 

Steve Baker MP for Wycombe, visiting 
our stand at the SV2G Wycombe 
community festival 
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Planning This Quarter 

WE NOW HAVE a new Planning Group Chairman, with highly relevant experience: Chris Watson was 

formerly WDC Cabinet Member for Housing, but having stood down as a Councillor he is now free to 

devote his considerable energies to the voluntary sector.  He has identified as a priority the raising of 

the profile of the Group and, indeed, of the Society, in the local press and elsewhere.  Accordingly, he 

and Roger Lawson (as Society Chairman) met with the Editor, Steve Cohen, and local reporter, Simon 

Farr, of the Bucks Free Press, and agreed upon the kind of contributions that the Society might make to 

its pages and its website. 

The Group also contributed to a display about 

the Society‟s work for a stall (within a welcome, 

dry, gazebo) at the SV2G Wycombe Community 

Festival on the Rye on 5th August. 

It was rewarding to note how many visitors 

lingered over our panels, about the Sports 

Centre Redevelopment, the Town Centre 

Masterplan and Bassetsbury Manor.  Meanwhile, 

we still want more members for the Planning 

Group.  Don‟t be afraid to put yourself forward – 

working on the Planning Group through our 

monthly meetings is not a lonely task and you 

will be given all the guidance that you need.  

Conservation Area Character Appraisals  A 

highlight in May was the issue by the District 

Council‟s Conservation Officer, Martin Andrew, 

and his staff of a series of „character appraisals‟ 

for the „lesser‟ conservation areas in High 

Wycombe town – the Priory Avenue and 

Amersham Hill Conservation Areas and the Leigh 

Street Furniture Heritage Area.  (The exercise for 

the Town Centre area featured on the cover of 

the Autumn 2010 Newsletter.)  These were a joy 

to read and study – full of interesting history by 

the Conservation staff and perceptively 

identifying the features that need to be 

preserved and enhanced whenever there are 

planning applications in those areas. 

DSAP and Town Centre Masterplan  The draft 

Delivery and Site Allocations Plan sets out all the 

proposed land allocations in the District and 

includes the Masterplan for the renewal of High 

Wycombe‟s Town Centre including, eventually, 

the removal of the Abbey Way flyover and the 

opening up of the River Wye.  In commenting, we 

emphasised that ways need be found to bring 

out the character of the different historic areas 

of the town centre, that there should not be new, 

tall buildings in front of the Swan Theatre, that a 

good length of the River Wye must be 

deculverted and that the traffic flows in all 

directions (including the A404) must work 

effectively when the Marlow Hill “Magic 

Roundabout” is reduced.  We must now prepare 

to give oral evidence to the Inspector on these 

points at the Examination-in-Public in 2013. 

Business Improvement District (BID)  Out with 

the Town Centre Partnership and in with the 

“BID”!  Town centre businesses have voted to 

set up a BID, funded by a levy on the Business 

Rate.  Although much of the BID‟s work will be 

on commercial and security issues, they will also 

be influential in the programme of short-term 

improvements in the town centre “Public Realm” 

– more trees, better public spaces, more 

attractive places to linger, etc.  The Planning 

Group is in touch with the people running the 

BID and exploring ways in which they might co-

operate and contribute to their work. 

Handy Cross Sports Centre Redevelopment  
The outline planning application proposes the 

welcome replacement of the ageing Sports 

Centre but also provides for a hotel, a great deal 

of new office space, and a “coachway”:  the 

whole is now known as a “hub”.  It will all 

generate a great deal of extra traffic in an 

already congested area.  The demand for office 

space is uncertain, and as for the coachway, we 

see no signs that coach operators will be 

persuaded to break their journeys along the M40 

to divert to a location which, surprisingly, entails 

a longer diversion from the motorway than 

would dropping in to the existing Park & Ride.  

As for the proposed supermarket (Waitrose, we 

understand), we think it is misleading to present 

it as serving Sports Centre users.  It will serve 

the whole of Cressex and perhaps also detract 

from the town centre, and should be judged in 

this light.  We have commented accordingly. 

Daws Hill  By far the most controversial issue in 

the town at present is the future of the Daws Hill 

area.  The Daws Hill Residents‟ Association have 

taken the Localism Act to heart and are 

reconstituting themselves as a “Neighbourhood 

Forum”.  However, at the time of writing, the 

WDC Cabinet is seeking to exclude the Taylor-

Chairman of WDC, Wendy Mallen, visited our stand at 
the SV2G Wycombe Community Festival Event while 
Sheila Fooks was manning it.   Photo: Chris Woodman. 
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Wimpey-owned RAF Daws Hill site from the 

“Neighbourhood Area”.  Without this, there is 

really very little purpose in this Neighbourhood 

Forum.  There is talk of a hugely expensive 

judicial review of the Council‟s decision by the 

burghers of Daws Hill.  The inherent contra-

dictions of Localism are thrown open for all to 

see – a system which purports to pass power to 

local communities but prevents them from 

intervening to moderate excessive development 

in their immediate vicinity and can perhaps be 

blocked by the Local Planning Authority.  

Transport in this congested area is another 

major concern and, to their credit, the Forum 

are succeeding in obtaining essential traffic data 

from Bucks County Council. 

Houses in Multiple Occupation  HMOs, as they 

are called, are now recognised as a separate 

“use class” in planning law, and therefore 

conversions to HMOs need planning permission 

even when no physical changes are needed.  

Often an HMO conversion can be tasteless and 

disrupt the street scene – quite apart from the 

fact that HMO occupants and landlords often 

have little interest in maintaining the appear-

ance of their front gardens!  Residents of the 

east side of Hughenden Road are worried about 

what is happening on the other side.  In fact, the 

recent conversions are not the worst, because 

they at least involve balanced changes to pairs 

of semi-detached properties, and the long back 

gardens provide off-street parking possibilities.  

But these gardens are on the Hughenden Stream 

floodplain, which invokes special planning 

restrictions, and there are strict Environment 

Agency rules to keep an 8m cordon sanitaire next 

to the stream.  There is also a history of changes 

being made without planning permission being 

sought, leading to enforcement action.  Overall, 

the residents are probably right to be 

concerned, but our scope for action is limited. 

Bassetsbury Manor  This case, involving the 

construction of a school hall in sight of The Rye, 

rumbles on, but the intervention of the WDC 

Conservation Officer has been beneficial, going 

for more suitable materials and finish and 

keeping the new building in a less prominent 

position. We continue to try to influence the 

outcome for the better. 

Chris Woodman 

 

High Wycombe’s The Town but who’s The Mayor?
Within hours of the successful BID ballot, 

mentioned above, members of the BID team 

were entertaining a film crew in the High Street 

and posting news online.  Among those who just 

happened to be in the area was our Vice 

President and former Mayor, Kathleen Peatey, 

with her daughter, Diana Clark, herself former 

Mayoress of High Wycombe. (1980-1981). 

Diana told your Newsletter Editor: 

On a rainy afternoon in early July I was shopping 

with my Mum, Kathleen Peatey in High 

Wycombe.  Passing between the Little Market 

House and the Guildhall we could see the Mayor 

standing there in full regalia but Mum said to 

me, “that‟s not the real Mayor!”  Looking closely 

I saw it was Martin Clunes and remembered 

reading that there was some filming taking place 

in High Wycombe.  People were taking photos 

with their phones – in the way we used to ask for 

autographs – so, not to miss an opportunity, I 

snapped a shot.  Then I introduced Martin 

Clunes to a real past Mayor and asked if I could 

take a few more shots. 

We told him about the custom of „weighing in‟ 

the mayor.  He was really interested and 

possibly relieved it wasn‟t included in the film.  

Martin Clunes was absolutely lovely and happy 

to give his time to talk to local people and pose 

with Mum.  We are looking forward to watching 

the series called The Town that will be on ITV 

later this year or early next year. 

Civic Voice Update Tony Fooks, who retired as Planning Group Chairman in 2009 and as Vice 

Chairman of the Society earlier this year, continues to play an active part in the Society and recently 

represented both the Society and ANTAS at the Civic Voice Member and Trustee Strategy Away Day on 

4th August 2012.  Intended to review progress of Civic Voice and determine a 3 year vision for the 

organisation, much of the day was spent discussing future funding arrangements for the organisation.  

Your Executive Committee are still of the opinion that it is not an appropriate time for the Society to 

join Civic Voice. 

Martin Clunes in Mayoral Robes in High Wycombe meets 
a “real past Mayor” during a break in filming “The 
Town”. 

Photo: Courtesy of Diana Clark 
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WHEN WILL WYCOMBE’S WHIRLIGIG WHIRL?

A BIG REVIVAL of blacksmith‟s art began in Britain in 1978.  Nineteen years later Alan Evans, one 

of its leading exponents, was chosen by Wycombe District Council to provide artistic input to a 

refurbishment scheme for High Wycombe‟s High Street and neighbouring areas of the town centre.  

Frances Alexander, then the council‟s Chairman, took no part in the selection process.  To do so 

would have been improper, because she and I had known Alan for four years, and were keen 

enthusiasts for his work. 

We had seen the cross he made atop the 

ecumenical church in the centre of Milton 
Keynes, and marvelled at its construction: 

eight massive L-shaped bars, held in a steel 

web and presenting the image of a cross to 

viewpoints from every direction. 

I had gone to Kew to watch the installation of 

his gate for the pedestrian approach to the 

National Archives (then known as the Public 

Record Office – see picture opposite). 

We were pleased that the council chose Alan 

without any help from us, and looked forward 

to the new seating and cycle racks he promised 

for the town.  But of more 

interest were his plans for 

the alley leading from the 
High Street to Wycombe 

Swan Theatre. 

We had not been impressed 

by the sign previously 

erected over the alley: 

functional, yes, but with 

little aesthetic value, 

particularly if you knew 

what blacksmiths could do 

with metal. 

Alan planned to remove the 

sign, and fix it instead to 

the wall of the Swan.  In its place he would put 

something more artistic, a long arrowhead 
pointing down the alley.  In the base of the 

arrowhead would be set a freely rotating steel 

disc adorned with the masks of comedy and 

tragedy to convey the message “this way to the 

theatre” – when the disc was stationary. 

But the disc was meant to be mobile.  The wind 

should set it whirling.  Hence the name 

Whirligig for the whole structure.  The council 

did not balk at Alan‟s price tag of £14,000. 

On the day of installation, 9th September 1998, 

Alan was up early.  He had booked a crane 

from six in the morning, and left his workshop 

near Stroud, Whirligig in van, early enough to 

start work as soon as he arrived on site. 

Frances and I were there at seven, expecting to 

see things under way.  We were all 

disappointed.  He had been told that the 

ground would be prepared where he needed to 

fix the Whirligig‟s supports: it was not.  We had 

to wait a couple of hours for the preparatory 

work to be done – which caused Alan expense, 

which he could ill afford on his contract, for 

the extra time needed for use of the crane. 

For Frances and me, this delay wasn‟t the only 

letdown.  We didn‟t like the design of the disc.  

I had expected the two masks to be displayed 

on opposite faces, so that they would appear 

alternately as it rotated.  Instead, Alan had 

designed a composite mask: one eye alert, the 

other droopy; one side of the mouth curled 

downward, the other upward. 

The jarring effect it had on Frances and me 

(and others whose opinions were picked up by 

the Bucks Free Press) would have been far less 
pronounced if the disc had 

rotated as planned.  But 

Alan, worried that it would 

turn too fast in a strong 
wind, had made the socket 

tight.  Never mind: leave it 

for a few weeks to bed 

down, then check again.  

Still no significant motion?  

Come back and loosen the 

socket. 

By now his contract was 

almost complete, so I 

undertook the task of 

checking up on the 

Whirligig as it bedded down 

again.  On one particularly gusty day I was 

able to report real movement of the disc.  But 
then it settled back into immobility. 

Alan concluded that it was too heavy.  He wrote 

to the council, offering to replace it with a 

thinner disc – 1.5mm instead of 5mm.  The 

reply eventually came that the council had paid 

for 5mm thickness, so that was what they 

wanted.  By that time Frances was no longer 

on the council: I daresay the new people in 

charge were aiming to wrap up the contract 

quickly.  Effectively there has been no change 

in the situation since then: the unwhirling 

Whirligig and its face have become an accepted 

part of the town. 

But is this something that ought to continue?  
Two passages from facing pages of the Society‟s 

Number 164 Newsletter put me in mind of the 

Whirligig and prompted me to write this article. 

“AT LAST – we have something which says this 

is High Wycombe” wrote Denise Lindsay on 

page 4 about the “Grecian” columns along 

The Whirligig that won’t whirl 

        Photo: Eric Alexander 
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Octagon Parade.  And the 

AGM account on page 5 

mentioned “several aspects of 

High Wycombe which led to 

it being described as „tatty 

town‟”.  Has “this is tatty 

High Wycombe” been the 

message the Whirligig has 

conveyed over the past 

fourteen years?  And must it 

always do so? 

My answer to the second 

question is No.  What‟s more, 
I think the situation can be 

rectified without great public 

expense or great effort by 

Wycombe District Council. 

All that needs to be done, in 

my opinion, is to replace the 

disc by one that whirls and 

bears a more acceptable 

design.  I reckon that people 

will then start to appreciate 

the elegance of the 

arrowhead and its 

supporting structure, so far 

overshadowed by the 
prominence of the face. 

Anyone aware of the 

processes by which the 

Whirligig was made will know 

that the disc represents only 

a few hundred pounds worth 

of the £14,000 structure.  It 

doesn‟t need to be made of 

steel, particularly if the 

design is changed to make it 

unnecessary to gouge out 

gaps in the disc.  Alan 

recommends aluminium, 

but conceivably wood, 

canvas or even papier 
maché might work.  And its 
design could incorporate a 

negative-feedback feature 

that would stop the wind 

from driving it too fast. 

Look at that word “design” 
and try to think of a local 

organisation where it‟s 

studied, and which aims to 

make a significant 

contribution to the 

community.  Are you with 

me?  Could this be a project 

for a student at Bucks New 

University? 

I have made this suggestion 

a few times in the past, but 

so far it hasn‟t reached the 

member of BNU‟s staff best 

equipped to take it up.  
Hopefully this excursion 

into print will help to propel 

it in the right direction. 

Eric Alexander 

Quarterly Meeting 

The History of High Wycombe 2000 to 2100 
This was the engaging title of a talk given to 

the Society on 6th July, 2012.  Our guest was 

Mark Brown of Transition Town High Wycombe 
who gave a very thought-provoking 

presentation to the 40 or so attendees. 

So why a history of the future?  A significant 

part of the talk focused on the foreseeable 

future with fossil fuel, particularly oil, running 

out and a need to reduce carbon production.  

Apparently we are using 4 times more oil than 

we are finding and it is expected to run out 90 

years before replacement technologies are 

ready.  Enter the Transition Towns movement 

and particularly for us, TTHW. 

So what is “Transition”?  In his own words 

“Transition forges a new narrative of the 

future.”  It “arises from the belief that 
communities have a responsibility to prepare 

for this future”.  Transition offers a new 

community-led initiative: localisation to bring 

us the best of, in this case, High Wycombe, be 

it local energy, local money or local food.  It's a 

return to resilient local communities.  Ok, that 

all sounded good and logical so let‟s have some 

detail.  And detail there was aplenty with 

statistics, interpretations and comments from 
a number of august bodies and people 

including a very interesting slide 

demonstrating that we should be spending 

£1.5M a year on food.  That one caused a bit of 

discussion later.  But food will be a great deal 

cheaper if we grow what we need locally and 

much is already available now.  Also available 

is a lot of help with sustainable living, 

watchwords for the future. 

One idea that did appeal was to put electricity 

generators, whether wind or photo-voltaic 

along existing motorways.  They are both noisy 

eyesores so keep them together. 

Our thanks to Mark for an interesting and 
stimulating evening.  If you would like to learn 

more about Transition Towns then there is a 

lot of information on the Internet and a good 

place to start is post-carbon-

living.com/TTWycombe/  

Malcolm Connell

Pedestrian Entrance to the Public Records 
Office – Alan Evans 1996.  The notches  
allude to tally sticks used to notify taxpayers 
of their liabilities.  When their use ceased 
they were burnt, but the fire got out of control 
and most of the Palace of Westminster was 
burned down.   
        Photo:Eric Alexander 
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G Frederick Bailey

IN THE ONGOING search for Wycombe Worthies of the twentieth century, I would like to nominate 

my Uncle G Frederick Bailey.  He was born at the turn of the twentieth century, the son of George 

and Kate Bailey, builders of the pair of semi-detached houses where I live.  Music was a spare-time 

activity for him when he began his career in a furniture firm.  He studied music in London and 

taught the piano.  During the First World War he did concert work with the RAF and when 

hostilities ended took a teaching post at a London school of music. 

He returned to the Wycombe area where he 

founded the Bucks School of Music above the 
Imperial Stores now Santander in the High 

Street, and he remained its principal until his 

retirement in 1976. 

From 1935, he was in charge of music at the 

Royal Grammar School, and in 1941 he 

became musical director of the High Wycombe 

Musical Entertainment Society.  He also 

founded the Bucks Symphony Orchestra which 

he conducted from 1937 onwards.  Mary Grey, 

who later founded the Wycombe Arts Festival 

nearly 50 years ago, played the flute in this 

orchestra. 

Members may remember his school, later 

handed over to Sylvia Ingman.  He had a 

number of famous pupils – one I saw on TV 

teaching the organ to a comedienne at the 

Albert Hall!  After his death, a concert held in 

his memory was organised by his former pupil, 

concert-pianist and broadcaster Paul Roberts.  

Paul played the Grieg piano concerto with the 
Bucks Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 

Peter Goodwin, and the concert also featured 

another former pupil, Juliet Bruce.  His was a 

long life.  He and my mother were Christian 

Scientists so have no grave stones but my 

brothers and I planted trees in the new 

cemetery at Holtspur in their memory. 

Lorna Cassidy 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The changing face of the corner of Corporation Street 
 

Shown here in 1902, 1950, 1975, 1981 and 2012.  Mr Bailey‟s Bucks School of Music is advertised 

on the large advertising board between the 1st and 2nd floors in both 1950 and 1975.  By 1981, 

when FADS was on the corner of the street the school had moved to another location. 

 
Photos from the SWOP collection: RHW03019, RHW50850, RHW32007, HWS20608 
Final photo taken in 2012 by Malcolm Connell. 

Portrait of G Frederick Bailey 
Founder of the Bucks School of Music.  
Photo: courtesy of Lorna Cassidy 

Mr Bailey’s pupils assembled for a concert in the Oak 

Room.      Photo: courtesy of Lorna Cassidy 
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Mugshot at Cowbridge Mill 

FOLLOWING OUR REQUEST in the last Newsletter for pictures of Pann Mill mugs in interesting 

places we were delighted to receive evidence of a sighting of one at Cowbridge Mill in Timberscombe, 

Somerset.  It was sent in by Owen and Angela Rush, former residents of High Wycombe.  Owen was 

very involved in the restoration of Pann Mill and, when retirement beckoned in 1995, he and Angela 

purchased Cowbridge Mill in a derelict state.  They did not move until 2004 as the house had to be 

completely refurbished, but is now in a comfortable condition. 

As well as the mill, the buildings on the site 

included a workshop and forge.  These were 
demolished and replaced by a new stone 

building, providing not only a new workshop 

and forge but also a museum area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owen is, of course, restoring the mill which 

dates back to the 14th Century.  It was a water-

powered flour mill until around 1904 when it 

became a saw mill.  The power supply was 

changed to electricity in the mid 1950s and it 

continued in use until 1993. 

In addition to his own efforts, Owen calls on 

volunteers to help with the restoration work.  

Indeed, some of the Pann Mill Team are among 

those who have visited Timberscombe a couple 

of times to provide labour.  A major result of 
this work is the renovated water wheel which 

can now be turned by water from the rebuilt 

leat.  The next step is to restore some of the 

power train inside the mill. 

Owen‟s vision includes not only restoring the 

mill to a working state but having a working 

forge alongside with an active blacksmith 

displaying the traditional skills of the trade.  It 

will be a visitor attraction for the village and for 

the Exmoor region.  The museum area will also 

include a display of interesting old machinery 

that Owen has collected over the years and he 

also hopes to use the mill to generate 

electricity. 

The old water wheel which has now been completely 
restored.  (Photo by Robert Turner) 

Further information about Cowbridge Mill can 

be found at www.timberscombeinfo.com and if 

you would like to volunteer some help then 
Owen would certainly like to hear from you. 

Malcolm Connell 
 

Mugshot at Totteridge Common 
A more local photo opportunity presented itself 

at Totteridge and Terriers‟ fete.  Eileen Walters 

spotted that Local Roots were selling Pann Mill 

flour on their stall at this event and posed for 

your Editor to take a snap.  Note the Transition 

Town logo in the background and the reference 

to the solar-powered oven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mill, workshop and restored water 
wheel.  (Photo Angela Rush) 

 

http://www.timberscombeinfo.com/
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In our Summer Edition, we covered a proposal as presented to the AGM that the Rye should be 
registered as a Historic Park.  Frances Presland is continuing to pursue this possibility on behalf of 
the Society.  Meanwhile Roger Wilding presents a different viewpoint for your consideration. 

Historic park or valued public open space?

WHETHER THE RYE is a „park‟, a „public open space‟, or indeed any other appropriate term in 

Roget‟s Thesaurus is of little consequence.  It is a feature of our town that the vast majority of local 

people value for one reason or another.  It is a pleasant place to walk, to exercise your dog, to play 

with your children, to play various sports, to fish or to attend the occasional outdoor public events 

held there.  Some people visit the Rye and its surroundings to enjoy its very varied natural history. 

It is perhaps surprising that there are so few 

boards to inform walkers on the Rye about the 

long and interesting history which surrounds 

them and, indeed, lies under their feet.  Early 

settlers some 3,000 years ago left their marks, 

and Romans lived in style where the swimming 

pool buildings are now; much of the evidence is 

preserved beneath the current leisure facilities 

on Holywell Mead. 

Of the three mills along the 

Rye and Holywell Mead: the 

current Pann Mill is a 

modern building housing the 

reconstructed mill 
machinery; Rye Mill has been 

replaced by a car showroom 

and garage, although the 

surrounding watercourses 

still give clues to the site‟s 

history; and the current brick-built 

Bassetsbury Mill bears little resemblance to the 

original wooden mill.  The current Pann Mill 

serves to tell the history of our mills, and the 

well-managed garden in the grounds, whilst 

certainly not historic, creates a very attractive 

place to visit.  

The Dyke is valued as a historic water feature, 

created, along with the Wycombe Abbey Lake, 
the waterfall and grotto, as landscape garden 

features, by diverting water rising from springs 

at the Octagon end of White Hart Street.  The 

Dyke was created along the old main road into 

High Wycombe, which ran along the south side 

of the Rye, and the new watercourse carried on 

through Holywell Mead, Wycombe Marsh and 

Loudwater to join the Wye at what is now 

Boundary Park.  The main stream of the Wye 

would have meandered across the Rye, as it 

still tries to do whenever its current artificial 

concrete banks cannot contain high flows.  

There were watercress beds on Holywell Mead, 

as well as further east where Funges Meadow 
Nature Reserve is now, and the clear spring 

water needed for them is still very evident 

alongside Bowden Lane. 

There has been some criticism within the High 

Wycombe Society of steps that have been taken 

by the Environment Agency to enhance the 

quality of the local watercourses and to 

improve the conditions for wildlife 

conservation.  The platforms on the Dyke 

provide nesting sites for birds and a habitat for 

plants, which will not only make the Dyke 

more attractive, but will also provide shelter for 

fish and water invertebrates to breed and 

provide food for fauna higher up the food 

chain.  The fishing platforms placed on the 

south side of the Dyke should encourage more 

youngsters to take up fishing 

as a hobby. 

Yes, the Rye has a history, 

but it is just as important for 

meeting the current leisure 

needs of the people of High 

Wycombe, both young and 
old.  These will change over 

time, but I cannot imagine 

those responsible for 

planning decisions approving 

any unsuitable development 

on the Rye.  Registration as a historic park is 

unlikely to raise the level of protection against 

such development, and it could delay actions 

needed to improve the Rye‟s environment.  I 

feel it is important to recognise and celebrate 

the Rye‟s history but without preventing 

improvements.  To try to turn the clock back to 

emphasise certain historic features would 

almost certainly adversely affect present leisure 
uses or hinder some environmental 

improvements. 

The English Heritage Register of Historic Parks 

and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in 

England is intended to help safeguard the 

features and qualities which make a park or 

garden of special interest.  It aims to help 

owners and planners to anticipate the effect of 

a change to the features of special interest.  

With the Roman and earlier remains, 

battlefield sites and watercress beds dead or 

buried, we are left with a large green open 

space catering for a variety of leisure pursuits, 

surrounded by watercourses and other natural 
habitats for wildlife and those who enjoy it.  

Yes, there will be proposals for change, but I 

personally feel we can rely on our planners and 

councillors to continue to treat the Rye with 

the respect it deserves, without the additional 

complications which registration as a historic 

park would almost certainly bring about. 

Roger Wilding 

Environmental Improvements to the Dyke 
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Facebook Encounters 
FOR SOME TIME now, the High Wycombe Society has had a facebook page.  It was set up by our 

Publicity Officer, Tony Murphy, to publicise our programme of events to a new audience.  Malcolm 

Connell and I have worked with Tony to develop it further.  We have added pictures of recent past 
events as well as some very striking pictures of Pann Mill machinery.  We advertised our 

involvement in the SV2G Wycombe Community Festival on it and we have added our next Pann Mill 

Open Day as a future event. 

We are getting very positive feedback from 

visitors, and the popularity of the page has 

now reached the threshold at which we have 

started to receive statistical information.  It is a 

continually hungry mouth to feed, however – 

pictures particularly wanted at all times- and 

text also desirable for some things. 

A day is a long time on facebook and it is not 

possible to predict all events.  An unexpected 

recent delight was to receive a message from 

Valerie Trillow, grand-daughter of Derek Woods 
who was involved in the foundation of the High 

Wycombe Society – she had found our page 

thanks to Claire of Clairabella who had 

“shared” it on another – and she was keen to 

know if her granddad was still remembered.  

After some correspondence I went to meet her 

to look at some fascinating albums of 

photographs he had compiled. 

We have been exploring the facebook presence 

of many of the organisations with which the 

society is associated and/or affiliated and hope 

soon to be adding links to their pages. 

The facebook page is beginning to serve the 

Society for publicity for our events: past, 

present and future, and potentially other 

activities. 

Jackie Kay

Bonding at Basildon 
THE DARK GREY clouds over High Wycombe on the morning of 24th June did nothing to dampen 

the enthusiasm of those of us who set off on the Society‟s shared car outing to Basildon Park.  The 

Saturday Telegraph had obligingly issued „2 for 1‟ National Trust tokens the day before giving some 

of us an unexpected bargain.  Further good fortune befell our car-load as we arrived at our 
destination just in time to take the 11.30 guided tour of the house.  Our volunteer guide kept us 

entertained for over an hour with anecdotes from its colourful past.  With admirable fluency he 

switched between tales of the Sykes‟ family fortunes which rose and fell with those of the East India 

Company, and much more recent accounts of Lady Iliffe‟s diligent efforts to restore the house in the 

twentieth century from the dilapidated state into which it had fallen. 

We were told how Sir Francis Sykes (the third 

Baronet) showed remarkable forbearance of his 

wife Henrietta‟s affair with Benjamin Disraeli, 

even when Disraeli idolised her in his novel 

Henrietta Temple.  But that Sir Francis later 
placed front page advertisements in 

newspapers detailing his wife‟s adultery with 

portrait artist, Daniel Maclise, the unfortunate 

co-respondent in his divorce case.  Author, 

Charles Dickens, was writing Oliver Twist at 

the time and his thinly disguised portrayal of 
Sir Francis as “Bill” Sykes, ensured that his 

marital relations achieved lasting fame. 

After lunch we took advantage of the sunshine 

to stroll around the grounds, taking in the 

Rose Garden, a small exhibition on the filming 

of Pride and Prejudice, and a number of 

outdoor games, before returning to the house 

to see additional rooms not included in the 

tour.  This time we entered to the strains of 

“Für Elise” on a publicly accessible piano.  We 

dutifully tried to count the number of tennis 

balls around the house which Lord Iliffe had 

allegedly got ready for Wimbledon week, and 

we studied the 1950‟s paintings on special 

exhibition throughout the house.  These proved 
to be a talking-point over tea and cake, an 

activity which brought all Society participants 

together at the end of the day. 

A short diversion on our return journey 

enabled us to visit the Maharajah‟s well at 

Stoke Row, another local reminder of Anglo-

Indian relations in times past. 

Jackie Kay 

Valerie Trillow’s granddad Derek Woods 
with Valerie’s aunt in his back garden in 
Adelaide Road.  The field behind is now 
Arnison Avenue 
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Ride a Cock Horse to Banbury Cross 
to see a fine lady upon a white ... horse. 

Not the best of rhymes, but then, it‟s not the original one either.  But it was a good enough reason for 

35 or so members and friends to gather at Cressex Park and Ride on the 16th August for this year‟s 

coach outing to Banbury and then Hook Norton Brewery.  It was a fine day and the ride to Banbury 

was very pleasant.  We were deposited right next to the new Banbury Cross and Fine Lady statue with 

firm enjoinders to be back on time for the onward trip.  New Banbury Cross? 

Well, yes, this fine edifice was not put up until 

1859; the original crosses, of which there were 

at least three, were destroyed in 1600 by the 
Puritans. 

 
Off then to see the town, or at least a decent 

coffee shop.  Refreshed, many of us headed for 

the new Museum that holds a fascinating 

display of artefacts from the town‟s history -

from late Iron Age through to the present. 

The well-used Oxford Canal runs past the 

Museum and on the opposite side is Tooley‟s 

Boatyard with the oldest working dry dock in 

Britain and a 200-year-old working forge.  

Beyond the boatyard is the superb Castle Quay 

shopping centre built on the site of the 
medieval castle, demolished after the Civil War 

as the occupants had picked the wrong losing 

side. 

Heading back to meet the coach we passed 

through Market Place where the market was in 

full swing.  At the top of Market Place is the 

believed site of Market or High Cross. 

And so back to our coach for a trip through 

some lovely countryside to Hook Norton 

Brewery.  This brewery is a traditional tower 

design where as much work as possible is done 

by gravity.  Otherwise a Victorian steam engine 

provides a driving force (helped nowadays by 

electric motors, although the gears and belt 

drives are still very much in use).  Hook Norton 
is one of only 32 private family owned 

commercial breweries remaining in Britain. 

 

We split into two groups for the tour and those 

not taking the tour enjoyed the hospitality of 

the Visitor Centre with its virtual tour by video 

or went into the village. 

The tour leaders took us almost to the very top 

of the building and through a maze of rooms 
and stairs.  We learned that water for brewing 

is called “liquor” and “water” is only used for 

washing.  We saw the old original cooling tray 

that must have had the room built around it, 

the barley store whose wall claddings went 

during world war II and have never been 

replaced, the grist mill where malted barley is 

cracked open to release the starch and sugar 

within, mash tuns where hot liquor and grist 

meet and brewing really starts, the hop store 

with its delightful aroma and the coppers 

where the “wort” is boiled with the hops to 

extract their flavour.  Elf and safety prevented 

us from going into the fermenting room but a 
video showing the process was just as good.  

The tour finished in the racking cellar where 

casks are cleaned and filled with draught beer 

ready for delivery.  Beer for bottling is sent 

away in tankers to a bottling plant elsewhere. 

And so on to the sample room where we were 

plied with glasses of beer to taste, an enjoyable 

experience.  Many of our number returned to 

the coach with bottles from the well-stocked 

shop.  The return journey went exactly as 

scheduled, proving beyond any doubt that 

Eileen Walters really can organise a p***-up in 

a brewery!  Our grateful thanks to her. 

Malcolm Connell 

Banbury Cross 
with Cock Horses 

Photo: Malcolm 
Connell 

Hook Norton 
Brewery Tower 

Photo: Malcolm 
Connell 

Banbury Market        Photo: Malcolm Connell 
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In our Summer Edition, we reported on the involvement of some members of the High Wycombe Society in 
“Saving the Wycombe Bell”.  In this article, Robert Newton brings a bellringer’s perspective to the subject.

The Wycombe Bells – saving our town’s bellringing heritage 
“One of the weakest towers I‟ve inspected.  My advice is that the four heaviest bells should no longer be 

rung.”  This was the worrying but not altogether surprising verdict delivered by the diocesan bells 

adviser at our bellringing practice in January 2008.  The cause of this weakness in a tower of such 

proportions and stature?  Deathwatch beetle infestation of the oak wallplates (foot-square beams set 

into the wall offsets) at the level of the clock.  The ringers had suspected that some of the bells had 

progressively become more difficult to ring.  Here was the reason.  The main area of infestation was 

directly under and „supporting‟ the two heaviest bells, totalling 2.5 tons.  When the wallplates were 

eventually removed there were gasps as it was realised just how bad the decay was and how little oak 

was supporting the massive frame and bells.  Until it was removed from the tower, it was not known 

that a section of the bell frame itself was also decaying. 

Work in the 

tower has been 

progressing, 

with a reinforced 
concrete ring 

beam cast to 

support the new 

foundation 

beams and bell 

frame and 

repairs to 

cracking in the 

walls completed. 

The first proper 

ringing peal of 

(eight) bells at 

All Saints was 

installed in 
1711.  Over the 

succeeding 250 

years, the bells 

were augmented 

(to ten in 1788 and twelve in 1909) and odd 

ones replaced on eight separate occasions.  The 

resulting craftsmanship of several different 

founders had produced an overall effect, 

generally described as mediocre, with over half 

the bells being about the same weight instead 

of graded smoothly in size from lightest (treble) 

to heaviest (tenor).  Twelve of the 13 bells have 

been sold – either to other parishes or to the 

foundry – and much of the metal from the old 

bells has been used to cast 14 new ones. 

It is anticipated that the new peal – cast to a 

profile that lends itself to accurate harmonic 
tuning on the five-tone principle – will sound 

glorious and uplifting in contrast to the old 

ones.  All the new bells have been cast and 

were on display to the public at Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry during the Olympics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is planned that the bells and new framework 

will be delivered to the church on Wednesday 

10th October and that the bells will be blessed 

at a service that evening.  Following the 

installation of the frame and bells, the new peal 

will be dedicated at Evensong on Remembrance 

Sunday, 11th November.  This may seem a 

strange choice for a joyous celebration but it 

was the only suitable date for the Bishop! 

Hopefully, the clock and its hands will be 

reinstated later in the year and the people of 

the town will again hear the chimes as a 

reminder of the passing quarters and hours. 

During the 20th century, All Saints has become 
an important centre of bellringing activity for 

this area, within the Diocese of Oxford and 

nationally.  By continuing to recruit and train 

new ringers, it is hoped that this bellringing 

heritage will be protected and that it will 

continue to develop in the succeeding decades 

and centuries. 

Robert Newton 
At Whitechapel foundry  

     Photo: Courtesy of  Tricia Newton 

Newly cast bells at Whitechapel foundry 

          Photo Robert Newton 

Pumping concrete up into the tower  

    Photo Gill Twissell 
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Notices 

New Members 

We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Paul Dettman (?) 

Mrs J Bunce 

Mr & Mrs Hitchen 

Mrs B Yorath 

Obituaries 

We regret to inform members of the deaths of: 

David Jones 

David Butler 

The Membership Secretary wishes to thank 

those who have renewed their membership by 

post for including Stamped Addressed 

Envelopes.  This has greatly reduced costs. 

The High Wycombe Society was pleased to 

receive a donation from the Wycombe Sparklers, 

a lively group of ladies who meet at the British 

Legion each week.  This followed a talk given by 

Jackie Kay on the Wycombe Pioneers Project.  

The donation was received with the request that 

it be allocated to Pann Mill. 

If reading about the Wycombe bells has made 

you want to visit Whitechapel bell foundry, 

please get in touch with Eileen Walters on 01494 

449902 and let her know.  We are considering 

organising a trip to visit the foundry during 2013 

and would like to gauge the level of interest. 

A big ‘thank you’ to all who helped make the Pann 
Mill Open Day in July a success.  This coincided 
with the Wycombe Half-Marathon which finished on 
the Rye, so it was particularly appropriate that one 
contributor to the refreshment stall had baked cakes 
to represent the Olympic torch. 

Pann Mill was also opened up for those 

attending the SV2G Wycombe Community 

Festival on 5th August 2012. 

Dressed for the part 
Malcolm Connell dressed appropriately for his 

role as a 1920‟s miller on the Pann Mill Open 

Day in July.  It was an experiment he was more 

than happy to repeat in August! 

 

Guildhall – Update 
The guildhall is once more hireable for evening 

meetings, and on very similar terms to those 

previously in place, so it now seems quite likely 

that we will return there for our AGM in 2013.  

There is, however, still some doubt about 

availability of the PA system on which we 

depend.  Also, if any of you have a projector 

which you would be willing to loan for our 

quarterly meetings, please get in touch with 

either me (Jackie) on 01494 534876 or Mary 

Woodman on 01494 528106. 
 
 

 

Contributions Please. 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th November 2012. 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2012  

Sunday, 9th September Last Pann Mill Open Day of the Season. 

Saturday, 29th September 

[See Bucks Archaeological 

Society website for details] 

Buckinghamshire Local History Network (BLHN) Annual Conference 

and Fair.  The theme is “Women in Buckinghamshire”.  The Society‟s 

stand will feature Hannah Ball and Frances Dove. 

Friday, 12th October 

Bucks New University, 

 7.30 pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: Townscape and Urban Design – Art and Common 

Sense.  Speaker: Peter Lerner 

Friday, 18th January 

Bucks New University, 

7.30 pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: Are Universities Assets to their Communities? 

Speaker: Professor Ruth Farwell, Vice Chancellor of Bucks New 

University 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk

