
 

THE  
HIGH WYCOMBE 
SOCIETY 

newsletter 
 

 

NUMBER 123  SPRING 2002 

 

…caring about our town:  past, present 
and future 

Registered Charity No. 257897 
 

Wanted – Imaginative thinking! 
(but there's a bandwagon coming...) 

IN THE LAST issue of the Newsletter, we reported on the extensive work that our Local Authorities 
had done on the Corridor Study. We were pleased that the County and District Councils had 
worked with us to participate in a public meeting about the varied proposals, and in due course, 
we have been gratified to find that some of the manifestly unpopular ideas, such as a big increase 
in the use of traffic lights in some corridors, are shelved, if not dropped. 
But it still seems to us that there is a big gap in the Councils’ thinking. When they adopted their 
parking policy, with Government support, everyone recognised the key to reducing congestion and 
car use was better public transport – hence the bus lanes and the “Quality Bus Partnerships” and 
all that. More recently we have the proposal for a busway – now estimated to cost £5.75 million – 
to enable buses to bypass other traffic between Hatters Lane and Easton Street. But that now 
looks like a narrow approach. As is explained inside this issue of the Newsletter, all over the 
country now there is a growing development of so-called “Demand Responsive Transport” (DRT), 
with high tech “Despatch Centres” taking phone calls and organising various kinds of shared 
transport to pick customers up and take them where they want to go. 
We do not pretend DRT is the answer to all Wycombe’s traffic problems, but we do believe it is a 
development whose time has come, and that there could be great scope for it in Buckinghamshire 
just as in other English counties. We think it could help rail travellers, people who live outside 
Wycombe in the villages, people who just pass through Wycombe in the rush hours, and people 
going to work in places such as Cressex. It might even reduce the “school run”. 
DRT is not a single system – it is a wider approach to providing user-friendly transport that can 
improve people’s lives. Nor is it something to jump into without careful preparation. One must 
talk to people with experience of providing DRT systems and learn how it is done, and how it can 
be tailored to the needs of different communities. Furthermore, data must be collected on 
people’s travel patterns. One of the things that has shocked us about the proposed Busway, 
which aims, at great cost (but not as effectively as a light railway could), to get station-bound 
passengers out of their cars, is that no proper surveys seem to exist of where travellers using the 
station are coming from and going to. Surely, when our Councils submit their £5.75 million 
proposal to Mr Byers in mid-2003, they will need such information to support their case. But 
should that not be another starting point for a proper review, now, of all of Wycombe’s transport 
needs in the age of DRT? 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Planning 

Planning This Quarter 
The Planning Group has had a concentrated 
agenda this quarter. The major development 
projects under consideration just now, including 
Phoenix (the new name for the Western Sector) 
and Wycombe Marsh, warrant articles of their 
own in this Newsletter. In this report we touch 
on just a few of the more routine planning items 
which have arisen. 

GMT Garages, Hamilton Road We considered 
the planning application submitted for this site, 
and, although we supported the principle of 
residential development there, we decided that 
the proposed scheme would be too 
overpowering. The proposal was for 2, 3, and 4-
storey blocks containing 30 flats in all to form 
an L-shape on the corner of Hamilton Road and 
Coningsby Road, with parking for 35 cars On a 
0.23 hectare site, this means a density of 130 
dwellings per hectare (approximately 52 
dwellings per acre). We felt this to be excessively 
dense and out-of-scale in an area of 
predominantly two-storey houses, and with 
traffic implications, so we joined local residents 
in objecting. We are pleased to report that, after 
a site visit, the Development Control Committee 
(DCC) voted narrowly to refuse the application. 

Cowley Works, Grafton Street We reported our 
objection to the application to build 69 flats on 
this riverside site near Desborough Rec. in our 
last Newsletter. Amended plans were submitted 
which showed an improved layout, but with the 
same overall high density and mixture of three 
and four-storey blocks, with minimal on-site 
parking. We thought there should be a three-
storey limit here, which would have reduced the 
density to a more comfortable level and allowed 
maybe just one parking space per flat. However, 
in this instance, the DCC decided to allow the 
application. 

Former BT Depot, Mill End Road Our objection 
to the application to build a huge four-storey 
block of flats some 150 metres long plus some 
other dwellings on this site was also mentioned 
in our last Newsletter. This time, Council officers 
advanced numerous reasons why the application 
should be refused, including the fact that this 
site is under consideration by the Inspector 
following the Public Inquiry into the District 
Local Plan, so a positive decision would have 
been premature. 

Railway Station Regular readers will recall the 
article in our Spring 2001 Newsletter about High 
Wycombe’s original railway station built by 
Brunel himself, and the fact that it has been 
listed Grade II. Recently, a planning application 

sought to change its use as a tyre depot to retail 
and office, and to remove the old platforms, 
which have been buried for years. It transpires 
that these platforms are the original ones 
designed to take Brunel’s broad gauge (7ft0¼in) 
rails, probably the only ones left in existence. It 
would be against the spirit of the listing of this 
historic building to destroy these, so we have 
objected. We hope the building with its 
platforms will be saved and used for railway 
purposes as it was 150 years ago, perhaps as 
the terminal for a light railway line from Bourne 
End. 

Sainsbury’s redevelopment We have learned of 
some alterations in the details of the proposed 
redevelopment of the Sainsbury’s store and the 
surrounding area. The Blockbuster and Magnet 
stores, currently situated on Oxford Road, would 
be relocated to sites at either end of the 
Sainsbury site; Blockbuster on Bellfield Road 
and Magnet on Archway, both under the railway 
embankment. A planning application has been 
received for the Magnet development, which 
calls for 15 two-bedroom flats above the retail 
store. (Let us hope these are well sound-proofed, 
being so close to the railway line.) Meanwhile, an 
additional 28 flats are proposed above the new 
Sainsbury store, making 86 in all. The Victorian 
idea of ‘living over the shop’ seems to be 
returning on an increasing scale. 
Conservationists have been advocating this for 
years as a means of reducing the demand for 
green-field sites. It is gratifying that Sainsbury’s 
are keeping us informed of their plans. 

Adams Park The local press has kept us 
informed in the last few months about a rumour 
that Wasps Rugby Union Football Club wish to 
play their ‘home’ games at Adams Park. Would 
they or wouldn’t they? An informal poll of 
Wycombe Wanderers’ supporters reportedly 
came down against the idea. But has anyone 
asked the residents of Sands who live near the 
ground? Not as far as we know. Now a planning 
application has been made by Wasps and 
Wycombe Wanderers asking for a certificate of 
lawfulness for the playing of rugby as well as 
association football. The main issue, it seems to 
us, concerns the intensification of use of the 
ground, not the shape of the ball. Back in 1988 
at the Public Inquiry which decided to allow the 
ground to be located in Hillbottom Road, 
Wycombe Wanderers were in a lower league. The 
Inspector assumed average crowds of only 
1,250 and thought the resulting traffic could be 
handled. Little could he have foreseen that the 
average gate would rise to something like 6,000,
Continued opposite
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Planning Green Paper 
TOWARDS THE end of last year, the Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions 
(DTLR) published a Green Paper on the future of the planning system. This proposes changes to the 
system, which has been virtually unchanged since 1947, with the aim of producing a ‘better, simpler, 
faster, more accessible system that serves both business and the community’. The key question is 
“Will it?” We had until 18 March 2002 to submit comments. 

There are complaints that the present system 
is over-complex with too many layers of plans, 
taking years and much expense to update, and 
decision–making by local authorities on 
planning applications is too slow, particularly 
for business. Community involvement is said to 
be minimal. The Green Paper proposes to 
simplify the scheme by abolishing County 
Structure Plans and District Local Plans and 
replacing them with Local Development 
Frameworks (LDF), which would include Action 
Plans for particular areas (a local example 
might be the Phoenix Project aka Western 
Sector). LDFs would have to conform with 
national planning guidance and also with the 
new Community Strategies, which local 
authorities now have a duty to prepare. These 
aim at promoting the economic, social and 
environmental well-being of the area. The LDF 
will also be expected to set out ways of 
involving all sections of the local community 
(local business, residents, tenants and 
voluntary groups) in setting up and reviewing 
the framework and commenting on ‘significant 
planning applications’. Action Plans, in 
particular, are expected to be drawn up with 
the direct participation of local people to shape 
the future of their communities. 

One point in particular is of great concern to us 
as a watchdog of the environment, and this is 
where future large developments including 
housing should be located. At present, 
Regional Planning Guidance is handed down to 
advise Counties of the number of houses they 
should plan for in the next plan period, and the 
Counties in turn allocate housing targets to 
Districts via the County Structure Plan. In this 
system, our democratically elected County and 
District Councillors have considerable influence 
in making the allocations. The Green Paper 
proposes to abolish both RPGs and County 
Structure Plans, replacing them with Regional 
Spatial Strategies to be prepared by a body 

including representatives of ‘public, business and 
voluntary sectors’ as well as local authorities. Will 
this mean a watering down of democratic control, 
with large building firms, say, having an influence 
on allocating developments to sensitive areas? We 
certainly do not want this. We tend to think that 
Counties should still be responsible for allocations 
in their areas until democratically-elected regional 
assemblies are in place, assuming this is the way 
forward. 

Another possible contentious point is that of 
Business Zones. The Green Paper proposes the 
creation of business planning zones (for high-tech 
companies, for example) where no planning 
consent would be necessary for development ‘if it 
is in accordance with tightly-defined parameters’. 
Maybe there is a case for relaxing the planning 
regime in such areas, but how will the local 
authority know that the ‘tight parameters’ are 
being adhered to if control is abandoned 
altogether?  

To sum up, I can do no better than to quote from 
the comments of Anthony Wethered, the Hon Sec 
of the Association of North Thames Amenity 
Societies (ANTAS), to which we are affiliated. He 
writes:  

“A number of the objectives set forth in 
this Paper are to be commended. We 
would welcome the simplification and 
speeding up of the planning process, the 
involvement of interested parties at an 
early stage, and the provision of greater 
transparency. We do, however, have 
serious questions about the ways in 
which some of these are to be achieved. 
The Paper is weighted too heavily 
towards the business sector with not 
enough regard, it seems, for the 
protection of the environment. Moreover, 
in the attempt to streamline the process 
some important checks and balances 
have been allowed to fall by the 
wayside.” 

John Gore Continued from page 2... 

and, if Wasps are allowed to use the ground,
they could bring around 4,000 per match.
Sands residents would have even more crowds,
traffic and on-street parking to put up with
almost every weekend in the season. We think
they should be given a break. 

John Gore
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"British Justice at its Best" 
THERE ARE two points of view about a public inquiry. One is that it is an utter waste of time: the 
opposing parties spend a fortune on the services of long-winded and well-paid lawyers; people use 
up their well-earned holidays to attend; if they are called to give evidence, they simply repeat what 
they have already said or written several times, and are then asked silly questions of little or no 
relevance to the subject in question. Finally, maybe years after the project was first mooted, the 
Inspector announces a decision that he had probably made in the first place, and if this decision is 
'wrong' the Government or local authority will find a way to get round it. 

The other point of view is that the inquiry 
process is an essential part of British 
democracy, ensuring that everybody gets a 
fair hearing and that people have a say in 
what goes on round them. History is littered 
with instances where officials have ridden 
roughshod over the wishes of local people, 
often with disastrous results, and have 
alienated whole populations who have sought 
to redress their grievances in ways that have 
led to mayhem and anarchy. The public 
inquiry process allows people to feel that they 
have a share in the way the country is run, 
and this increases their sense of 
responsibility towards their fellow citizens. It 
allows David to confront Goliath on a level 
playing field, if not with equal weapons. 
Whichever way you look at it, the David 
versus Goliath aspect was evident at the 
recent public inquiry held at Widmer End 
Village Hall. The Grange Action Group (GAG), 
who put up a spirited resistance to the 
proposal to build houses on Grange Farm and 
Terriers Farm at the Local Plan inquiry, had 
applied to have three fields registered as a 
Village Green. To do this, they had to show, 
amongst other matters, that the land in 
question had been used freely by local 
inhabitants for a period of 20 years without 
the landowner attempting to keep them out 
(or even giving them permission to stay 
there!). The application was made in August 
2000, and the County Council called for a 
Public Inquiry which ran from 5 to 13 
November 2001.  

The battleground 
The fields in question (shaded on the map) 
are owned by Laing Homes, who have applied 
several times to be allowed to build houses on 
them. During the 1970s and up to the early 
1980s (the exact date is contentious) the 
fields were grazed by cattle, after which they 
were mown for hay for a number of years; but 
for the last few years they have lain fallow, 
criss-crossed by numerous footpaths and 
used for a variety of recreational purposes, 
predominantly dog walking. They form part of 
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, but are regarded by Wycombe 
District Council as an 'area of special 
restraint', implying that although they have 

been spared development under the present 
Local Plan they are still seen as possible 
building land should the need arise for more 
housing in the future.  
The idea of trying to register 'Widmer Fields' as a 
Village Green arose following a landmark House 
of Lords decision in June 1999, which allowed a 
patch of land in Sunningwell, Oxfordshire, to be 
registered as such. Since then there have been 
many similar applications, some successful, 
some not, and each case has to some extent 
influenced the outcome of subsequent cases. 
Registration means that use of the land for 
building purposes would be out of the question 
for the foreseeable future, and that a local 
pressure group would no longer have to organise 
resistance to perennial planning applications. 
If Widmer Fields were so registered, Laing 
Homes would stand to lose a great deal in terms 
of the profit expected from their house building. 
Little wonder, then, that they employed a QC, 
Charles George, to argue their case. By intensive 
canvassing, and calling on the warm support 
they enjoyed in Widmer End and Hazlemere, 
GAG managed to afford the services of a 
barrister, Richard Ground, who proved a worthy 
opponent to Laing's advocate. Thus the venue 
came to resemble a courtroom, with witnesses 
giving evidence under oath and being cross-
examined. The Inspector, Alun Alesbury, was a 
model of fairness and impartiality, often 
intervening to ensure that the precise details of 
an abstruse point were made crystal clear to 
him, if not always to the public at large. One of 
the witnesses commented later that this was 
"British justice at its best". 

"A preposterous application" 
 Opening for GAG, Richard Ground declared he 
would show that the three fields had been used 
continuously, over twenty years or more, by 
local inhabitants for 'lawful sports and pastimes' 
without permission to use it ever being sought, 
granted or withheld. In reply, Charles George QC 
gave a number of reasons why what he would 
later call "a preposterous application" was 
doomed to fail. To begin with, the application 
was invalid because of a possible 
misinterpretation of an ambiguous question on 
the original application form – even the 
Inspector gave short shrift to that argument. The 
'village' of this proposed 'green' was in fact a 
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combination of one ward of Hughenden 
parish with another ward of Hazlemere 
parish; this was not a geographical entity or 
administrative unit and therefore could not 
count as a locality; Ground countered by 
proposing the Hazlemere ecclesiastical parish 
boundary as an alternative. Later in the 
proceedings George made the amazing claim 
that if there had been any boundary changes 
to the two wards in the last 20 years this 
would further invalidate the application. Use 
of the land, he said, had not been continuous 
and had in any case been obtained by forcible 
means; he later claimed that stepping over a 
single strand of barbed wire constituted 
forcible entry. Finally, Laing's human rights – 
the right to build on their own land – would 
be quashed. 
Richard Ground called several witnesses who 
had used the land in question for many years 
without ever worrying about their right to do 
so. They would never dream of interfering 
with any farming that was going on, nor had 
any farmer objected to what they were doing. 
One key witness had regularly taken troops of 
Guides on to the fields for various games and 
activities, drawing on her own experience as a 
former Guide. Laing's case relied on three 
witnesses: Brian Smith, Laing's strategic land 
director; Steve Pennington, who had farmed 
the land in the 1970s and 1980s; and David 
Pantling, a planning consultant and former 
strategic land manager for Laing, who had 
since warned the company several times that 
they ought to fence off their land or put up 
notices forbidding entry, but whose advice 
had been ignored. Whatever the outcome, it is 
unlikely that Laing Homes will ignore such 
advice in future! 
GAG had originally intended to call 17 
witnesses but in the event only 10 were asked 
to give evidence. It appeared to some that the 

QC was trying to string out the 
proceedings by asking witnesses 
questions of doubtful relevance 
(example: "At what age did your 
daughter join the Brownies?"). The 
longer the Inquiry lasted, the more 
expensive would it become, and in 
this respect Laing's funds were 
virtually unlimited in comparison 
with GAG's. As it was, there were six 
full days of legal presentations and 
witness evidence. On the final day, 
both barristers summarised their 
points of view: Charles George spoke 
for over three hours; Richard 
Ground's submission was somewhat 
briefer. 

"A difficult case" 
Closing the Inquiry, Alun Alesbury 
declared that this had been "quite a 
difficult case" and its outcome would 

depend on the answers to many questions. 
Would the legal requirement of a specific locality 
be satisfied? The problem is that the villages to 
the north of High Wycombe run into one 
another, and it is difficult to draw a clear and 
unambiguous line between communities. Would 
the non-intensive farming that had taken place 
during part of the 20-year period affect the 
eligibility of the fields to be regarded as a village 
green? There was also the question of whether 
an amendment that had been made to the 
Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act, 
which had come into force after the application 
was made but before the Inquiry began, would 
be pertinent in this case. This question might be 
decided by the outcome of another case that was 
still pending. 
There was one matter that was hardly touched 
on during the Inquiry: if the application is 
successful and Village Green status is achieved, 
how will the land be looked after, and by whom? 
Would it be kept mown so that children, say, 
could run about everywhere? Or would it be 
maintained substantially as at present, with 
areas of long grass in between the footpaths? 
Skylarks have been nesting in the grass in 
recent years. Would they disappear once the 
land became a Green? They certainly would if 
houses were built there! 

... and finally ... 
Wednesday 14 November, the day after the end 
of the formal proceedings, was a crisp bright 
morning. The Inspector carried out a tour of the 
site, accompanied by three from each side. He 
was met by a remarkably large number of people 
walking their dogs or otherwise enjoying the 
fresh air. Let us hope he was suitably 
impressed! 

Ian Guy 
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Wycombe Marsh – The Wraps Come Off 

THERE IS a new mood blowing through local government. Perhaps it owes something to the Local 
Government Act 2000, which encouraged local authorities to work more with their local 
communities, and perhaps it has to do with a greater openness in society generally. 
Be that as it may, we were delighted to be 
summoned before Christmas by Wycombe 
District Council to a meeting with Thames 
Water and their development partners who own 
the combined Wycombe Marsh/Paper Mill site. 
At our first meeting we gave our impressions of 
the site. We said we consider it of immense 
importance because of its situation in the heart 
of Wycombe, between the Rye (and Holywell 
Mead) to the West and Kingsmead to the East. 
We pointed out that outsiders who do not know 
Wycombe well might easily form mis-
perceptions. The Sewage Works is accurately 
classified as "previously developed land" 
(known colloquially as "brownfield") but to 
Wycombe residents it is very definitely "green". 
While residents near many brownfield sites 
such as railway sidings or derelict factories 
might see it as very positive to turn an 
industrial landscape into a leafy suburb, 
Thames Water does not have that argument on 
their side. Moreover, the green basin of the 
Wye, of which the Sewage Works is part, is 
visible from many of the valley sides. While the 
High Wycombe Society has not gone so far as 
some groups, and opposed the development of 
the site outright (because we recognise that if 
Wycombe Marsh is not developed, the pressure 
on other sites like the Gomm Valley and 
Grange Farm will increase), we do believe it to 
be an extremely sensitive site in many ways. 

Moreover, we pointed out that while we would 
speak for our members, this was the kind of 
project that merited an exhibition that anybody 
in Wycombe could attend and, accordingly, 
Thames Water laid on a very informative set of 
panels one evening at Bassetsbury Manor, 
after which there was a further thorough 
discussion. (Sadly, it was not well advertised to 
townspeople at large, but from bitter 
experience we have some sympathy with the 
problem.) 
In fact, Thames Water's proposals for the site 
emerged in some detail at the Public Inquiry 
into the Wycombe District Local Plan to 2011, 
which we reported in the Newsletter last year. 
At a cost of around £50m, they propose to bore 
a tunnel almost 3m in diameter to pump 
Wycombe's sewage to Little Marlow Sewage 
Works, which will be substantially rebuilt to 
modern environmental standards, and then to 
pipe back clean, processed water to maintain 
the flow level in the Wye. The cost of the works 
would be paid for by developing the 20 hectare 
site with over 400 dwellings, 1.8ha of bulky 
goods retailing and 2ha of employment use. We 
opposed the retail warehousing aspects but, in 
other respects, Thames Water's case stood up 
well, and there must be every expectation that 
when the Inspector reports in the summer, 
Thames Water's land allocation proposals will 
be approved. 

BACKLANDS 
Create pedestrian links through adjacent mixed use 
land, from the development on  to London Road 

Accessible land to pumping station to 
be retained for future operational use 

GATEWAY TO SITE FROM WEST 
Entrance point where the two rivers 
meet – improve relationship with the 
site, potential for an ‘ecological gateway 
park’ 

Future removal of am tower – potential
to link with Wycombe Marsh site 

RAILWAY EMBANKMENT 
Open views across site, provide a
pedestrian and cycle route. 
Overcome the ‘barrier’ effect, try to
link with adjacent green space. 

RIVER CORRIDOR
Enhance river corridor, maintaining and
developing the ecological habitat 

ALLOTMENTS
Potential to either enhance
allotments or find an alternative
use – residential. 

STATEMENT OF DESIGN INTENT 
 
Note: Thames Water have advised us that their design work
has made further progress since this plan was produced. 

Potential future access point to be 
safeguarded and improved 

EXISTING FRONTAGE TO ABBEY BARN 
ROAD  Possibility to remove garages and create 
a new frontage 

KINGS SQUARE
Enhance the square and its 
relationship with the site with traffic 
calming and planting to create a 
new setting for the Free Methodist 
Church. Possibility of pedestrian 
links and vehicular access for new 
office/residential frontage. 
Alternatively small development 
site. 

FRONTAGE TO LONDON ROAD
Prime development land – first
glimpse of development on way
into High Wycombe Town Centre. 

New access (one way) 

NEW MAIN ACCESS 
To serve residential and commercial 

NEW WEIR ON THE RIVER WYE 
Creation of new focal/statement/landmark building 

New open watercourse link 

RIVER WYE
Enhance setting, incorporating pedestrian and cycle
network, retaining and promoting the ecological habitat,
ensure river frontage 

FUTURE OFFICE DEVELOPMENT
Potential to link further B1 development with the site 
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We were gratified that, by the time of the 
Bassetsbury Manor exhibition, the 
environmental consultants, EDAW, seemed to 
have taken on board our view about the crucial 
"green" nature of the site. We have stressed to 
them our other concerns: 

• the importance of the water courses (the 
Rye and the Back Stream) which are a 
huge environmental asset, both for wildlife 
and as an amenity for people (and our 
friends in the Bassetsbury Area Protection 
Group emphasised that uninhibited public 
access is not good for wildlife). 

• the crucial importance of good design and 
aftercare, on which the Government has 
recently issued excellent comprehensive 
guidance. Thames Water needed no 
reminding of this. All the houses will be 
built by St James Homes, a joint venture 
with Berkeley Homes. There will be no 
standard design of houses on the site, and 
in accordance with Berkeley's policy, only 
the main spine road will be adopted by the 
local authority as a public transport route. 
The other roads will remain private, 
allowing modern methods such as "shared 
space" to be used to enhance the living 
environment and restrain traffic. The firm 
will retain and manage the site, probably 
with full-time gardeners. 

• the great care needed with the siting and 
design of the retail element (which we 
continue to oppose). This is likely to be 
mainly on the Paper Mill site, but it is vital 
to resist the pressure for an intrusive, ugly 
frontage on to London Road at this point. 

• Transport links: this site is a wonderful 
opportunity for a sustainable development 
which encourages the residents to use 

public transport. It is admirably located for 
cycle and pedestrian access to the town 
centre. It is excellent that the main spine 
road will provide a good bus route and will 
incorporate measures to prevent rat-
running by cars avoiding London Road. 
But buses are not particularly successful 
at attracting motorists out of their cars, 
and we believe it is important to preserve 
the line of the old railway line which the 
Society has been advocating for some years 
should be revived as a modern ultra-light 
railway system. 

• Meanwhile, links to allow traffic from the 
site on to London Road (which has been a 
major concern of many objectors to this 
development) are unavoidable, and good 
detailed design of new junctions at 
Micklefield Road and at Curry's (which is 
already a death trap), is crucial. 

If you want to find out more detail about these 
proposals, people with internet access can find 
more information on our web site. Meanwhile, 
it should not be too long before Thames Water 
issue their proposed Master Plan for the site, to 
accompany detailed Planning Applications and 
an Environmental Statement. The Society 
intends to play its full part in the planning 
proceedings, but meanwhile we record our 
thanks to the District Council and Thames 
Water themselves for bringing us into the 
consultation procedures for this development 
at an early stage. We reproduce Thames’ 
“Statement of Design Intent” above this article 
(and it can be seen more clearly on our web 
site), but Thames have emphasised to us that 
the plans are changing and developing rapidly. 

Soon to Hatch – one Phoenix! 
HARD ON the heels of our being invited to participate in early consultation on the Wycombe Marsh 
project came an invitation from the District Council's Cabinet member for Major Projects, Cllr Alan 
Fulford, to hear about the proposals to revive the Western Sector. 
There is no doubt that Cllr Fulford has the bit 
between his teeth. A great deal of drive is going 
into reviving this project, which the Society has 
always supported in principle. Cllr Fulford did 
a good deal to allay our concerns about a so-
called “market led” solution. It does not mean 
that the District Council will neglect its duty to 
make sure that what emerges is best for the 
town. But the project this time must be viable 
commercially. The scope for community 
facilities may be limited, though commercial 
interests are undoubtedly very interested in the 
ability of a new library to generate a “footfall” 
near their enterprises. Cllr Fulford assured us 
there would be public consultation before 
planning applications are submitted. Mean-
while, the first step will be to implement the 

Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of all 
properties except Tesco. The implication is that 
if Tesco do not want to play an acceptable part 
in the overall development, the development 
will take place around them, and not through 
them. The next stage will be to select a lead 
developer. Stannifer, the owners of the 
Octagon, are in a special position here. 
However, their web site suggests their 
experience in sensitive city-centre develop-
ments may be limited, and the firm have 
welcomed an approach from us to tell us more 
about their track record and expertise. The site 
is a challenging one. Improvement of the bus 
station is essential, and the development must 
be modern and attractive to users. But it must 
respect its place in the town. 
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Transport 

A Short History of Demand-Responsive 
Transport in High Wycombe (in 1½ columns!) 

DEMAND-RESPONSIVE TRANSPORT offers new opportunities for tackling traffic congestion by 
radically improving public transport. In 1989, when Jack Scruton set up the Society's Transport Group, 
the Government and many others still thought traffic congestion problems would be solved by building 
more roads. In 1994, the Conservative Government recognised that increasing road capacity 
stimulated more road journeys (a view since maintained by Labour), and hence, that the road building 
approach was not sustainable. Relief often proved temporary but the environmental damage was 
irreversible (e.g. at Twyford Down) and congestion problems remained. 

In 1989, the Local Plan included the 
preposterous Northern Relief Road, destined to 
run between the Law Courts and Temple End, by 
somehow climbing up to Totteridge Road, and 
over back gardens, up to Priory Avenue, crossing 
Amersham Hill just above the railway line. The 
first task that Jack gave the new Transport 
Group was to oppose that road. In the Local 
Plan, the County Highway Authority required the 
road to be built before the District Council 
pedestrianised the town centre, so we worked 
out how the present traffic-free area could be 
created without the road, which has now been 
taken out of the Plan.  

In 1989 – a decade before the Conservative 
(1997) and Labour (1998) Road Traffic 
Reduction Acts – we realised that in addition to 
defeating the road, measures to reduce road 
traffic were necessary. This led us to the idea 
that public transport must somehow be made 
more attractive and hence, that service must 
closely match individual transport needs. We 
concluded that computers must be able to 
process the journey information quickly, 
enabling matching transport such as shared 
minibus "taxis" to respond to variable demand 
with guaranteed arrival times. We called such 
arrangements "bespoke public transport" but 
about ten years later this idea was developed 
elsewhere and is now established as "Demand 
Responsive Transport" (DRT). 

In 1989 we could think only of postcodes as a 
means of identifying the start and finish points 
of journeys in a way that computers might use 
for DRT, but since then new technologies have 
become available, including global positioning 
systems, digital map references for all 
addresses and mobile phones. A combination of 
these has been developed and widely applied in 
Finland, the home of Nokia. In Finland, one 
telephone number for the whole country quickly 
connects a caller with the transport options for a 
journey. The choice will include scheduled 
services but if a caller needs a taxi or shared 
minibus operating a flexible route, the Dispatch 
Centre quickly directs a suitable vehicle almost 

automatically. The technology is such that the 
Dispatch Centre is cheap to run and can be 
located almost anywhere (see opposite). 

In Lincolnshire, such a DRT facility provides a 
flexible feeder service to/from the regular bus 
service between Lincoln and Skegness. As a 
result, the bus operator has replaced a single- 
decker bus with a double-decker to 
accommodate the larger number of passengers. 
Some other UK local authorities have adopted 
similar DRT measures.  

Around Wycombe there is potential for several 
DRT minibus applications, including services 
to/from the rail station and possible new 
services such as M40 buses and a much needed 
light rail service between High Wycombe and 
Bourne End Stations. Similar services could help 
hospital staff, visitors and patients, travellers 
to/from Heathrow, evening class students etc., 
plus assisting with work travel plans. DRT should 
be able to make more efficient use of vehicles, 
drivers and fuels than conventional taxis, which 
spend a lot of time simply waiting around before 
carrying only one customer, followed by an 
empty return trip. 

Elsa Woodward 

Talks, and more besides! 
John Gore’s talk “All Saints Church – the First 900 
Years” (p.12) is our contribution to the 2002 
Wycombe Festival. But there is much more besides. 

On 8th/9th May in the Oak Room, our member 
Robert Swains participates in “About Face” (“An 
affectionate entertainment about Faces and 
Places”).  

On 28th May at 8.00pm in All Saints Church the 
Wycombe Sinfonia, conducted by John Dunnett, 
gives a rip-roaring Jubilee Concert: “Celebratory 
Works by English composers” – Elgar, Sullivan, 
Walton, Britten – and the rarely performed “An 
Oxford Elegy” by Vaughan Williams for Speaker 
(possibly famous!) and Orchestra. Get a programme 
from the Swan Box Office and support the 
Wycombe Festival! 
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Demand-Responsive Transport – Coming to 
Your Area Soon? 

IN JANUARY, two members of the Society's 
Transport Group received a fascinating 
presentation from one of the leading suppliers 
of support systems for Demand Responsive 
Transport, Mobisoft UK. The parent Mobisoft 
company is based in Finland. Although the 
technology was impressive, what most 
intrigued us was the extent to which DRT is 
already getting introduced up and down the 
United Kingdom. Mobisoft is not the only 
company in this business, but we make no 
excuse for reproducing here some case 
studies from Mobisoft's web site, which 
describe applications in the UK of their proprietary "MobiRouter" software. They show how, if 
technically sophisticated DRT solutions were to be adopted in the Buckinghamshire area, as the 
Transport Group has been advocating for some years, our Councils would not be blazing a trail, but 
merely jumping on to a growing bandwagon! 

One of the interesting aspects of the various Local Authority installations of Mobisoft (UK) Ltd’s 
Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) systems in the UK to date has been the variety of ways each 
client  has chosen to set up and run their system. 
 
Lincolnshire County Council recently decided to extend the award-winning Interconnect local bus 
project services to include a ‘flexible’ DRT service to passengers within rural areas and to provide a 
‘feeder’ service to the conventional fixed line bus routes. Mobisoft (UK) Ltd’s MobiRouter software and 
in-vehicle hardware is being used to implement this service. Mobisoft (UK) Ltd will supply a DRT 
system for the dispatch centre to automate the selection and scheduling of suitable vehicles. Also 
being supplied are in-vehicle units enabling the centre to automatically inform drivers of journeys 
booked, any special needs requirements of passengers and the status of other vehicles in the area.  
 
For their IMPACT project the Southern Vale of Gloucestershire decided that they did not want to set 
up a dispatch centre internally to run the service. The solution was to contract a commercially 
operated dispatch centre which is open 24hrs a day. Passengers ringing to register their details and 
journey requests will be handled as if ringing a dedicated travel centre. The diverse needs for public 
transport across medium and high density population areas can be a real headache for county 
councils.  
 
Northumberland County Council has decided to tackle the issues in their area – the lack of public 
transport information and of transport provision, the lack of ‘flexible’ provision in isolated areas, the 
lack of ‘feeder’ services to existing fixed route services and the lack of integration between multiple 
operators – with individual but complementary solutions. Initially there will be a pilot scheme covering 
two areas – Tynedale and the Rural Coalfields. If it proves successful it is intended that the solutions 
will be rolled-out county wide. The Mobisoft (UK) Ltd. system will provide a booking and co-ordination 
facility for flexible public transport services in the two trial areas. 
 
A dispatch centre for the buses will be set up at the Transport and Operations Research Group (TORG) 
at the University of Newcastle. “This will enable researchers to monitor the dispatch centre operation 
to allow the Demand Responsive Transport concepts to be developed and their application in the UK 
public transport sector analysed,” comments Dr John Nelson, Senior Lecturer in Public Transport 
Systems, at TORG.  
 
West Sussex County Council’s DORiS bus service in the Midhurst area is a rural transport feeder 
service into the local town, and also a feeder service to the national rail network. The West Sussex 
dispatch centre, which utilises Mobisoft (UK) Ltd. systems, is shared by Surrey County Council for 
their Waverley area dial-a-ride service. 
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Quarterly meeting 

An Historical Walk around Marlow in Pictures 
Our quarterly meeting on January 10th was given by Dr Rachel Brown, of the Marlow Society. It is to 
be followed by a guided walk around Marlow on 7th July. 

"Marlow is a very different town from High Wycombe,” claimed Dr Brown as she began her talk. 

We were soon to see why, as Dr Brown showed 
her extensive collection of slides of old Marlow.  
The influence of the river on the town was to be 
seen in pictures of early bridges. In those days, 
there was more commercial traffic on the 
Thames. One bridge had an arch large enough 
to accommodate wide barges. An early wooden 
bridge had a basket for catching eels – William 
the Conqueror's wife, Matilda, was paid tolls in 
eels! 
Early bridges were downstream from the Parish 
Church, crossing at the end of St Peter Street 
to what is now the lawn of the Compleat 
Angler. At the end of the High Street, there 
were extensive wharves. 
Dr Brown showed a photograph of repairs to 
the church spire as long ago as the 1860s: they 
still continue! The cross on the top of the spire 
wobbles, and the bells cannot be rung. A 
plaque in the church shows how Sir Miles 
Hobart, Marlow's MP, met his death in 1632 
when his carriage lost a wheel in High Holborn. 
This, we were told, was the first publicly 
funded memorial. 
The Domesday Book recorded three mills at 
Marlow, all for milling corn. In the 17th and 
18th centuries, they were still there: one was 
milling corn, one was pressing oil and the third 
had become a thimble factory! 
Other fascinating glimpses into the past were 
seen. There was skating on the frozen river, 
Marlow as a timber port, the lacemakers' 
school in St Peter Street, and brewery workers 
making shell cases during the First World War. 
Frederick, Prince of Wales, son of George II, is 
said to have lived in Marlow Place, Station 
Road, the town's most distinguished building. 
Had he not been hit on the head by a cricket 
ball, he, and not George III, would have become 
king. 
The Bank of England, The Mint and The Royal 
Exchange all sound impressive. They probably 
were – they were all pubs! 
Then there was Vera. She was active in London 
during the blitz, with her solid iron wheels 
powered by an engine. She was a fire engine 
and succeeded an early horse-drawn model. 
Dr Brown is accomplished both as an historian 
and as a story-teller. Her pictures came alive 

as she recounted the stories of the people 
behind them.  
Sir William Borlase founded his school in 1624 
to teach poor boys "to read, write and cast 
accounts." Girls were later admitted "to knit, 
spin and make bone (bobbin) lace" (not to read 
and write!). 
Albion House was the home of the poet, Percy 
Bysshe Shelley, for a year. There his second 
wife, Mary Wollstonecraft, wrote 
"Frankenstein". I wonder if she was influenced 
by the damp house, which turned the books 
mouldy! 
Dr Battie, a specialist in nervous diseases, 
designed Court Garden House. It is said that 
the word "batty" derives from his work with 
mental illness. 
In 1926 Sir George Higginson, a Crimean War 
veteran, was 100 years old. The same year, 
Court Garden was for sale. It was bought by 
the townspeople for the community, the keys 
being presented to the general. He at once 
handed them back to the town and Court 
Garden and Higginson Park were preserved for 
future Marlovians. 
More fascinating facts and pictures followed. 
The curious – if sensible – fashion for removing 
the top storeys from buildings to reduce the 
problems of escape during fires spread to many 
houses. 
I could have listened to Rachel Brown all 
evening. Her talk was compelling and 
instructive. I am sure our appetites were 
whetted for the guided walk around Marlow 
which has been arranged for the afternoon of 
Sunday, 7th July. 
The Marlow Society has kindly agreed to take 
us round. Do come! 

Annie Woodward 
 

Coming up at Wycombe Museum 
23 March – 12 May: “Mapped in Wood” – a 
remarkable display of abstract wood sculptures 
by Geoff Fisher. 
18 May – 21 July: “Museum Revisited” – the 
Museum’s 70th anniversary celebrations, 
looking back at 70 years of collecting the 
history of the Wycombe area. 
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Obituary 

Roy Roe (1927-2002) 
The Society was well represented by members, both local and from afar, at a joyful Thanksgiving 
Service for the life of Roy Roe, held in the Parish Church of All Saints on 29th January, 2002.  
The tribute by professional architect colleague, Tony Mealing, and the happily revealing word-
portrait of her father by Helen Roe, were complemented by a tribute to "Roy the Conservator" from 
our chairman, Roger Lawson (which we reproduce here). 
“Many of our Society's members will have 
pleasant memories of meeting socially with Roy 
Roe at the Society's events and gatherings, and 
will have formed an opinion that he was a 
kindly and amusing man. 
Nevertheless they may have 
been unaware that Roy's main 
contribution as a conservation-
ist had been his support and 
enthusiasm for establishing the 
Rye Protection Society in 1965, 
and its successor, the High 
Wycombe Society, in 1968. Roy 
and his fellow founding 
members had seen the roles 
that each Society could play and 
they set about the task of 
putting fine intentions into 
positive action. 
Roy and his wife, Evelyn, had 
joined other pioneering 
townsfolk to resist the ill-
conceived proposal of the Wycombe Borough 
Council to cut a dual carriageway road across 
the north-west corner of the Rye, as part of a 
relief road for the congested High Street. Whilst 
Evelyn concentrated on growing family 
responsibilities, Roy was one of those who 
tramped the streets, enlisting support and 
gathering signatures for petitions and financial 
contributions to defend the Rye. Roy 
accompanied Jack Scruton when he appeared 
before the Joint Committee of the Lords and 

the Commons, to oppose the enabling order for 
the proposed road. 
Following the Joint Committee's decision to 

block the Rye proposal, it 
should be no surprise to note 
that the completed dual 
carriageway largely follows the 
route that Roy suggested as 
the far less damaging 
alternative. 
Roy and Evelyn had also been 
founder, and then life, 
members of the Chiltern 
Society. Roy had been Vice-
Chairman in the earliest days, 
and then chairman of the 
Minerals Group, when codes of 
practice for mineral extraction 
in the Chilterns were being 
developed. 
In recent years, ill health had 
prevented Roy from actively 

participating in our Society's activities. Many of 
us admired Evelyn's devotion and unstinting 
care for her husband at that time. 
Accompanying our sadness at losing Roy's 
friendship and contribution in the future is our 
hope that Evelyn will feel able to contribute 
actively to the work of our Executive 
Committee and the Society's events, as in the 
past.” 

Roger Lawson 
Chairman 

 

 

The key to winning the battle to
save the Rye was to come up with
an alternative design for the relief
road that avoided major damage to
the Rye. The relief road was
needed to save the High Street,
now pedestrianised and seen here
in this lesser known view from the
newly refurbished Guildhall. One
more reason to visit the Guildhall,
and to remember Roy! 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mrs and Mrs K M Lee of Havenfield Rd, HW 
Mrs M J Miller of Stocking Lane, Naphill 
Mrs J E Petherick of Copperfields, Beaconsfield 
Mr D O Salmon of West Wycombe Rd, HW 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mr Roy Roe    
Mrs Phyllis Willson    

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. 
 

 

Volunteers needed 
Volunteers and goods are needed for the Charity 
Market Stall on 25 May (see below) as well as for 
the Bring & Buy stall at Pann Mill on 12 May: 
phone Ann Simone on 01494 448773 if you can 
help sort/price/deliver and “be a costermonger 
for an hour or two”.  We need lots of things to 
sell – unwanted presents, books, good clothes, 
plants, food, kitchenware – anything! Contact 
Anne to arrange delivery/collection. 
 

 

Go Organic! 
The speaker at our April meeting (the AGM) will 

be Helen Ireland from the Soil Association, for 
whom she has worked for 3½ years. She is 
keenly interested in “sustainability” and has a 
degree in Modern History and Politics. Many 
food outlets now have “Organic” sections but 
some organic foods display the Soil 
Association’s “organic” standard, but others do 
not? Why? Tree sparrows and song thrushes are 
declining. There are five times more wild plants 
on organic farms than on conventional farms. 
This promises to be an interesting talk, with the 
opportunity to ask challenging questions. 
 

 

Getting it right? 
This has been a difficult issue of the Newsletter 
to prepare and balance! We like to achieve 
topicality and influence (hence the emphasis on 
demand-responsive transport) but it is difficult 
to do justice to all subjects. Those of you with 
Internet access should consult our website (e.g. 
for more on Phoenix and Wycombe Marsh). 
Some material has had to be held over to the 
Summer issue. All is welcome – even from those 
shy souls who use noms-de-plume! And if you 
think the Newsletter needs more human interest, 
then pick up a pen! Material for that issue 
should reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 20 
May, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2002
Thur
Regg
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Regg

Sund

 

 

 

Put these in your
diary now! 

 
sday 18 April 7.30pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting, followed by a 
talk: "Working with and not against Nature." Speaker from 
The Soil Association (see above). 

ay 12 May 11.00am-5.00pm Pann Mill Open Day. Pann Mill turns again, and mills flour. 
Bring & Buy Stall, plants, teas and cakes. Also Town Trail 
starting at Parish Church, and Water Trail from Pann Mill; 
both leave at 2.30pm for 1½ hours and end at Pann Mill. 

day 21 May 7.45 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Wycombe Arts Festival Meeting: illustrated talk, "All Saints 
Church, High Wycombe – The First 900 Years." Speaker: 
John Gore. 

rday 25 May 8.00am-noon 
 Market House 

Charity Market Stall (see above). 

at. 21/22 June Chilterns Water Festival – Pann Mill open both days. Teas 
and cakes on Saturday. 
Water Trail – 2.30pm (Sat. only), start and finish Pann Mill. 

ay 7 July 2.30-4.00pm Guided Walk around Historical Marlow, led by the Marlow 
Society; approx. 1½ hours: Court Gardens Car Park 2.30pm. 

sday 11 July 7.45 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: "The role of the museum service in 
today's Wycombe." Speaker: Vicki Woods, Museum's Officer, 
Wycombe Museum. 

ay 4 August Members' Outing by shared cars to the Henley Rowing & 
River Museum. Contact Angela Rees on 01628 850522. 


