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Getting It Right 
WE ALL understand how important planning decisions can be for our town.  
shown in the Town Centre Development (once known as Project Phoenix!), the
in the District Council’s recent consultation on the Swan Frontage Developm
meetings with Thames Water about Wycombe Marsh a year or so ago all bear t

What is less appreciated is that, even with a conscientious Planning Authority a
our Society’s Planning Group, it is not always an easy or obvious matter to g
Below, you see the view across the valley to Wycombe Abbey School’s n
Whatever the architectural quality of the building (we have not seen it close u
valley it is an incongruous intrusion into the rolling parkland landscape of the s

We cannot blame the school authorities: once a planning application is made, 
the right decision passes to the planning authority. Talking to the District 
Department, it is clear that they, like the architects, were very aware of the se
However, it seems it was argued that the new building would nestle into the f
Perhaps from some angles – from Abbey Way or the side of Tom Burt’s Hill 
just shows how, in a town with the exciting topography of High Wycombe, all 
considered if we are to preserve the splendour of the town’s unique Chiltern su

As we drive slowly through the traffic jams past the new Wycombe Marsh site
how gross that huge new retail warehouse (which the Society opposed) will loo
Lane and Cock Lane when the development is complete. 
Don’t forget the AGM
Friday 23rd of April 
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Olive Scruton – Tribute to a Life 
THEY CAME from far and wide to celebrate Olive’s life, each to give us their individual accounts and 
memories.  What took place on 27 February 2004 in the Guildhall was an extraordinary, moving 
tribute to a very exceptional person. 

Our Chairman, Roger Lawson, explained this 
was not to be a funeral occasion, but a 
celebration of the life and friendship of a dear 
lady who had made exceptional contributions 
to science education in Buckinghamshire and 
to the work of our Society.  He 
then introduced Olive’s sister, 
Annette, who told us about Olive’s 
early life. 

A Sister’s Recollection 
Olive’s parents, James Joseph 
(“Joe”) and Bridget Mary (“Pom”), 
grew up in southern Ireland.  
Bridget trained for accountancy 
and James joined the 
Constabulary.  After the British 
were “thrown out” in 1922, the 
couple married and moved to Peterborough, 
where James became an Inspector of Weights 
and Measures, and where they were to live for 
more than 40 years. It was a close family 
upbringing with a strong ethos of education, 
religion and caring for each other and others. 

Olive was the fourth of six children.  Her elder 
sister, Stella, died in infancy from diphtheria 
and pneumonia, but the others lived on.  
Oswald (who attended the Tribute) and 
Desmond went to King’s School, won 
scholarships and graduated from St John’s 
College, Oxford.  Gerald went to agricultural 
college and then on to Canada, whilst Olive 
and Annette boarded at St Bernard’s Convent 
School in Slough (there being no Catholic 
grammar schools in Peterborough). 

After School Certificate, Olive resolved to 
become a doctor, but 
after a year at the Royal 
Free Hospital, she failed 
her first year physics 
exam!  Not to be beaten, 
she went to London 
University and gained 
her BSc in Physics, 
which she was to teach 
for the rest of her career. 

Annette recounted that Olive was the “linch-
pin” of the family.  Their father suffered from 
Alzheimer’s so she invited both parents to live 
with her in Langley, and after Joe died Pom 
moved close to her in Slough.  In the mid-
1970s, Olive met Jack, and she married him 
in 1987.  Moving to High Wycombe, she was 
soon in demand as a valuable physics 
teacher, local schools organising their 

timetables around the long weekends that she 
and Jack enjoyed together.   

Olive was a compulsive traveller.  Each August 
they would hitch up their caravan for a month in 

France or Italy (she loved Florence, 
opera and renaissance art).  She and 
Jack canoed down the Ardèche gorge, 
and Olive abseiled.  After Jack’s 
death in 1991, she took her two 
granddaughters to the West Coast of 
the USA, but seeking more 
independence she drove to Paris, 
camping alongside the Seine, and she 
holidayed with the Ramblers in 
Nepal, Peru, Poland and Russia.  
Eventually, she retired in 1995 and 
Annette joined her on a succession of 

open air and culture-laden holidays.  And, for 
“hobbies”, Olive signed up for Adult Education, 
WEA and the U3A, where she distinguished 
herself as always. 

From Pupil to Friend 
After sister Annette, we heard from former pupil 
and later colleague, Marie Varley.  In 1959, Olive 
was back at St Bernard’s as Head of Science.  
Against opposition from other teachers, she 
insisted the girls should be able to study science 
as three separate subjects, and Marie 
subsequently became one of six pupils studying 
“A” level physics. 

Setting up the science department, Olive 
organised the equipment and liaised with the 
nearby Eton College.  Marie recalled how, in 
physics practical, just before the bell rang, 
Olive’s daughter Michelle, who was at a nearby 

prep. school, would put her 
little head around the door 
and then wait patiently for 
her mother.  Marie looked 
forward to her physics 
lessons and the wonderful 
discussions they would 
have.  Olive “believed in us, 
inspired us, took risks on 
our behalf, worked us hard 
and celebrated our success.”  

Marie’s first visit to London “unchaperoned” was 
to attend the Royal Institution’s Christmas 
Lectures. 

The family: Michelle, Os, Melody and Annette. 

In Marie’s words, “Olive devoted her working life 
to teaching and most especially to the education 
of girls.”  Her success could be judged by the 
fact that all those first six “A” level girls went on 
to become professional women.  
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Returning to visit Olive at Slough many years 
later, Marie met Jack, putting up the new 
wallpaper!  In her sitting room were Olive’s 
two grandchildren, Melody and Natalie.  
“Nowadays,” Olive said, “I just accept all the 
joys life offers. Happiness is having 
grandchildren.”  Later, visiting Olive and Jack 
soon after their marriage, Marie found them 
both “absolutely radiant: you could not be in 
the same room without feeling the intensity of 
Olive’s happiness.” 

Interludes 
There followed the first 
of two interludes, of 
which Olive surely 
would have approved.  
Member Ronald Swains 
reflected on a beautiful 
poem, “An Arundel 
Tomb,” by Philip 
Larkin, celebrating the 
love of an Earl for his 
Countess, depicted in s
tomb. He followed this w
of Shakespeare’s beautifu
Compare Thee to a Summ
followed by Laurence B
Pieces” by Edward M
keyboard. 

A Grateful Headmistress’s
Valerie Stattersfield, now
Piper’s Corner School an
Verney High School, could
contribution was read by
place.  She described Oli
warm and energetic perso
into the physics laborator
empathy with her stu
inspired by how she 
accessible.  She remembe
volunteered to accompany
then entertained colleagu
prep room afterwards with

Poems, and Working on Ja
Stuart King, our Preside
gentle manner yet determ
causes she believed to be 
after Jack’s death to pres
the Rye for future genera
talk by an authentic readi
“The River Wye” (which 
Winter issue). 

After a further musical int
Frank Bridge, Frances Ale
work with Olive on the m
Jack, collated after his de
herself wrote, “To Jack, w
wonderful years,” and fo
poem, “Erat Hora”, by Ezra

A Personal View from a Wy
Betty Barratt, a long-stan

Society and an Honorary Alderman, spoke for  
us all when she recalled the revelation that was 
the story of Olive’s earlier life, first recounted by 
the family at her funeral in December. Now Betty 
understood better why Olive was as she was.  
Like Stuart King, she recalled Olive’s sense of 
responsibility and continuing genuine interest in 
the town, driving her to make the journey from 
Hythe to Wycombe by train, and back again the 
same evening, to attend our quarterly meetings.  
Speaking for the town as a whole, Betty said the 

town and its people had 
been enriched by Olive’s 
life here.  What she 
remembered most of all 
was Olive’s smile, and 
the personality in it. 

“My Mother” 
The final, moving 
contribution was from 
another member of the 

 

“Thank you, whatever comes.” And then she 
 turned 
And, as the ray of sun on hanging flowers 
Fades when the wind hath lifted them aside, 
Went swiftly from me. Nay, whatever comes 
One hour was sunlit and the most high gods 
May not boast of any better thing 
Than to have watched that hour as it passed.

Ezra Pound
tone effigy upon a 
ith a moving recital 
l and apt “Shall I 
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erlude of a piece by 
xander recalled her 
emorial booklet to 

ath in 1991.  Olive 
ith love, for sixteen 
llowed this with a 
 Pound (see box). 

combe Alderman 
ding member of our 

family, Olive’s daughter, 
Michelle, who recalled her mother’s love of 
classical music and opera, but also her great 
patience in helping her as a teenager with her 
folk singing and guitar.  Later, when Michelle 
had her own children, her mother was always 
there to help.  One day, Michelle’s house flooded 
after the pipes had frozen.  “Mum,” said 
Michelle, distraught on the telephone, “We’ve got 
a flood.”  “OK,” said Olive. “Pack your bags,” and 
within a couple of hours, Olive was on the 
doorstep to whisk away the family and put them 
up in her own home until the plumber had been.  
Michelle’s mother had loved High Wycombe, and 
made such good friends here, and Michelle 
expressed her thanks to all of us. 

And with that, Roger Lawson thanked us all for 
attending and pointed us to the memorial books 
and to the two collection dishes, for “Road 
Peace” and the High Wycombe Society.  He 
thanked the many members who had helped 
with the arrangements (see p.11). Laurence 
Beard played Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate for a 
finale, and the civic dignitaries, including the 
Chairman of the County Council and the Deputy 
Chairman of the District Council, and all the 
other guests and members went through to the 
Shelburne Room to partake of the refreshments 
and reflect together on an uplifting afternoon.

(From the left:) Betty Barratt, Evelyn Roe,
Frances Alexander and Marie Varley. 
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Local Transport Opportunities 
IN 1989 the far-sighted Jack Scruton saw that roads could have an increasingly adverse effect on our 
town’s environment and wellbeing and decided the Society needed a Transport Group. The Group’s 
first task in 1989 was to oppose an extraordinary road which appeared in the Local Plan to 2001. It 
would climb up through back gardens from Temple End to Priory Avenue near the footbridge, cross 
Amersham Hill to Totteridge Road and then dive down to the Law Courts.  Yes really! 

Without that new road, said the County, traffic 
could not be kept out of our town centre. So the 
Transport Group suggested letting buses run 
both ways in the then one-way Corporation 
Street, and the current pedestrianisation 
arrangements were eventually completed in June 
1998 – with no new road.  

Once formed, the Transport Group quickly 
realised that bus services could not offer many 
motorists an acceptable alternative to their cars. 
Public transport had somehow to be made more 
attractive, yet still efficient. This needed 
centralised, detailed knowledge of individuals’ 
intended journeys, and the ability to respond 
quickly with convenient, economic, shared 
transport, matching their particular needs – 
door-to-door when necessary. To handle all the 
transport requests and direct the vehicles, new 
technology would be needed. 

We called this general approach ‘bespoke’ 
public transport, but it took another twelve years 
to come about. Now the latest systems use 
sophisticated computer software to exploit 
global positioning, digital mapping and mobile 
telecommunications, and the name is ‘Demand 
Responsive Transport’.  

2002 saw the first national conference on DRT. 
Three weeks later our Society held a successful 
meeting locally with a panel of prestigious 
speakers and invited representatives  of some 
20 local organisations. A further national 
conference followed, leading to legislation in 
February 2004 freeing DRT from inflexible rules 
designed around regular buses.  

And so to cressexpress… 

12 January 2004 saw an exciting DRT launch in 
Bucks. We now have two rural services using 12-
seater minibuses in special ‘Rider on Call’ livery, 
and the “cressexpress” whizzes rail passengers 
between the station and Cressex in smart 8-
seater vehicles. Both services include a section 
of route that is flexible, with vehicles small 
enough to use most roads, so they can reconcile 
the transport needs of different passengers, who 
can phone to state their wishes and book a seat.  

We congratulate our County and District 
Councils on working together to lay the 
foundations of a comprehensive DRT system in 
Bucks – a small fleet of attractive, purpose-built 
vehicles with a basic call centre. We look forward 
to a rapid expansion to include a wide variety of 

local services to and from trains, jobs, shops, 
doctors, hospitals and leisure locations. 

…and Ultralight Rail 

Longer journeys also need new opportunities. 
Anyone in Wycombe who has tried using public 
transport to catch a train at Bourne End, 
Maidenhead or Reading, or to keep an important 
appointment along the Thames Valley (and get 
back), knows it is nearly impossible – time-
wasting, unreliable and nail-biting. But 
congestion and parking difficulties make car 
travel unpredictable too. The Thames Valley 
Multi-Modal Study (2001-3) confirmed the need 
for a new north/south public transport corridor. 

Ten years ago, in December 1993, a letter to the 
Bucks Free Press suggested the old rail track 
(closed in 1970) between High Wycombe and 
Bourne End Stations could be re-used. The 
Transport Group quickly recruited its writer, 
Chris Wallis, and gained its first invaluable civil 
engineer. At our Group’s display at the Wycombe 
Show in 1996, we recruited Colin Harrison, a 
railway signalling consultant.  

In 1994 the Government published new Planning 
Policy Guidance on Transport, supporting the 
protection of disused rail tracks for new public 
transport. Yet it took ten years of hard persistent 
campaigning to get the necessary track 
protection confirmed in the Local Plan. (Only 
recently a vigilant Society member noticed a 
developer had contravened his planning consent 
and damaged a vital railway embankment. We 
are now pressing for full repair of the damage.) 

Over the last ten years, we have considered the 
best type of vehicle to re-open this route. It must 
be inexpensive to build and operate (and energy-
efficient), offer a frequent service, have a wide 
appeal (including to motorists), use minimum 
land, and be able to accelerate and brake 
quickly so that it does not lose time through 
frequent stops to serve the many developments 
that have sprung up along the route since 1970.  
It needs an adequate top speed (50mph), and 
must be quiet, non-polluting and visually 
unobtrusive, with no overhead power lines. 

Light rail systems with all these qualities are 
now available. They are called Ultra Light Rail, 
and are designed and manufactured in the UK. 

Elsa Woodward 
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Local Development Framework 
or 

“Imagine Wycombe District 20 years on” 
NO, WE do not believe that this is just another round of wasted talks but a positive move by Wycombe 
District Council. Although the Local District Plan has only just been fully adopted, Wycombe District 
Council are looking to set the guidelines for development, design and all the facilities that a town like 
High Wycombe desires. To explain:– 

The Reason 

Government guidance and legislation require 
District Councils to prepare a Community Plan 
and Local Development Framework for their area. 
These documents set out the Strategic Direction 
for the area and Policies and Proposals to guide 
development and change within it. Ongoing 
Public and Stakeholder involvement in the 
preparation of these documents is required. 

What is the “Wider Process? 

There are three plans in particular that must be 
drawn up: 

• The Community Plan (Wycombe Partnership) 

• The Local Development Framework (LDF) 

• The High Wycombe Town Master Plan 

What is the Community Plan? 

This sets out the long-term vision, and the 
actions that are needed to be taken to improve 
the Economic, Social and Environmental 
wellbeing of our district. It is prepared by a 
partnership of public, private and voluntary 
groups from the District. The time scale is to 
draw up the plan by April 2005 and set out short 
(2011), medium (2016) and long term (2026) 
outcomes for the District. 

What is the Local Development Framework? 

This will guide how the outcomes set out in the 
Community Plan will happen on the ground in 
terms of development and environmental 
quality. It will replace the Local Plan and 
Structure Plan over a period of time to be 
established. 

What is the High Wycombe Town Master Plan? 

The area covered by the Master Plan includes 
the Town Centre and areas to the north up to 
Hughenden Park, west to West Wycombe Park 
and east to the Rye. As High Wycombe faces an 
unprecedented pace of change we need a vision 
for the quality of the environment and to ensure 
that the short-term development opportunities 
match those of the long-term objectives. The 
timescale for the plan is 30 years. This is longer 
that that for the Community Plan and Local 
Development Framework but the findings from 

the Master Plan would feed into both these 
documents. 

Understanding the Issues 

There are many issues that can affect such plans 
and a number of studies are currently being 
undertaken to give evidence on which to base 
the future, such as: 

• Economic Strategy and Employment Land 
Review 

• Town Centre Uses/Retail Study 

• Urban Capacity Study to assess housing 
potential 

• Open Space and Recreation study 

• Transport 

• Cressex Gateway 

• Census information 

• Country Wildlife Site Review 

• Cultural Needs survey 

• Landscape Character Assessment 

And many other appropriate topics relative to 
High Wycombe. 

A High Wycombe Town Master Plan Brief will be 
issued shortly for information. The Society will 
monitor all activity relating to these proposals 
and where appropriate be actively involved in the 
debates and discussions. As this has only just 
been released at the time of going to print, a 
more comprehensive update will be issued in the 
next Newsletter. 

Tony Fooks 

“Imagine the Future” – Will you take part? 
The District Council are holding an open “workshop” 
in the Town Hall at 7.00pm on 20 April, as part of 
the Council’s work on the LDF.  They expect over 
100 people to go, and they want as many local 
residents (and their children and young people!) to 
attend as possible.  We hope a good number of our 
members will participate. 
If you would like to be there, please let Carol 
Courcha at WDC know, if possible, on 01494 
421277, so that she has some idea of numbers. 
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Planning This Quarter 
The Group will have completed one of the most 
momentous years in planning terms since the 
success of the Rye not having a road across it – 
despite the fact that this quarter has been 
relatively quiet. 

Wycombe Marsh Paper Mill Site  Construction 
has well and truly commenced with the 
deculverting of the River Wye, the start of the 
framework for the retail units and the 
breakthrough at Little Marlow of the tunnel that 
will allow the sewage processing relocation to 
take place.   The downside has been the unbear-
able road works at the junctions of Micklefield 
Road and Cock Lane with London Road. 

The opening of the River Wye on the 16th of 
January was a spectacular event with the sun 
shining and the children of Marsh School pulling 
on a rope to break the dam and release the 
water down over the weirs and on through to 
connect with the existing river.    The event was 
well organised by Thames Water with local 
residents in attendance as well. 

Wycombe District Local Plan  January saw the 
Wycombe District Local Plan fully adopted by 
the Council. It is now the planning document 
that all applications and the future of High 
Wycombe will be judged against to 2011.   Many 
thanks go to Chris Woodman and John Gore for 
all their time spent at the Public Inquiry during 
2001 and 2002.   February has now seen the 
launch of Wycombe District Council’s “Local 
Development Framework” for the future of High 
Wycombe during the next 20 years (see p.5). 

Project Phoenix  Negotiations continue to move 
forward.   The latest information is that Stannifer 
architects Benoys have been actively at work 
with ideas and inspirations for this site. These 

are currently being prepared for consultation.    
Compulsory Purchase Orders have been issued 
and the sites affected are slowly closing.   We 
also understand that at the wish of both parties, 
Wycombe District Council and Stannifer, the 
project will have a new name that is more 
synonymous with the High Wycombe Town 
Centre.  Stannifer have now employed a 
Marketing/Advertising agency to assist in this 
matter so that the public may comment. 

LxB have decided not to contest the issue 
further: we understand they have been awarded 
a major contract for Gloucester Town Centre.  
With regard to Tesco, the Council are now in 
negotiation with them regarding the University 
site and the potential release of their existing 
store. 

General Notes  During the year as a whole, we 
have had considerable success, with refusals for 
16 Lucas Road (on appeal), Amersham Hill 
Reservoir Telecommunications Mast, the Ercol 
site “reserved matters” application and 
Copperfields (pending appeals), and a host of 
other small planning applications.  Many thanks 
to the group for all their hard work in 
researching some of these sites.  The District 
Council as Planning Authority have received an 
average of 62 applications per week throughout 
the year.   Our Society’s Planning Group has 
reviewed 4.2% of these, of which 1.7% were 
commented on for objections or conditions 
requested.   The Group have worked hard and 
long during the year and my thanks goes to all of 
them for the support and guidance they have 
given me as leader. 

Tony Fooks 

 

 

Transport Group – Update 
Keen readers of this Newsletter will recall that in 
October 2003, we held a meeting open to all 
members in the Friends’ Meeting House to 
consider the future development of the Society’s 
Transport Group. 

Under Elsa Woodward’s inspired leadership, the 
Group has worked with considerable success to 
convince our local authorities of the role that 
Demand Responsive Transport can play in 
making public transport more attractive to 
users. In parallel with this, good progress has 
been made in advancing the case for Ultra-Light 
Rail in the district, particularly on the former 
High Wycombe to Bourne End line. 

However, there is a whole area at the interface 
with planning and roads which needs a great 
deal more attention: London Road, Marlow Hill, 
Hughenden Road, Abbey Way, the case for and 
against roundabouts, bus routing, the detail of 
where pedestrian crossings should go.  At our 
meeting in October, member Frances Alexander 
proposed that the Society should hold a further 
open meeting at which two VSO students, 
Padma Sanath (from India) and Justin Ward, 
would present their original thoughts on 
transport in High Wycombe.   

This led to a most interesting and entertaining 
evening in the Environment Centre, with a lot of 
audience participation, and we have 
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congratulated the two students (now both in 
India) on what they achieved in such a short 
time.  

Nevertheless, it was striking that the greatest 
audience interest was elicited for the two 
projects – DRT and ULR – which the Transport 
Group is already advocating.  The event did not 
take us far forward on the original issue of 
broadening out the Transport Group to consider 
a wider range of local transport-related 
concerns. 

What we need, it is evident, is more volunteers, 
from within the Society’s own ranks, to take a 
keen interest in local transport issues across the 
board, and to interface with the already well 
loaded Planning Group as necessary. 

If you feel you have time or enthusiasm 
(preferably both!) to offer in this area, please get 
in touch with Elsa Woodward, Tony Fooks or 
Roger Lawson, so that we can meet up with you 
and like-minded members to decide how to get 
this important work underway. 

 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Impact versus need for visitors to the Chilterns  
A very interesting article appeared in the winter 
edition of Chiltern News covering a debate about 
visitors to the Chilterns.  This ranged over issues 
such as the need for a visitor centre on the one 
hand and the value of quiet areas on the other, 
and the problem of how popularising an area 
can lead ultimately to its destruction versus the 
need for the Chilterns to succeed economically.  
It would seem that as with many things, 
moderation is the key, but I don’t envy anyone 
attempting to find the right balance. 

Wildlife in your garden  If you wish to encourage 
wildlife into your garden, and you have access to 
a computer, then you may be interested in a new 
CD produced by English Nature, called 
“Gardening with wildlife in mind”.  Published by 
the Plant Press, it has over 500 plant and 
animal species profiles, together with lots of 
handy tips.  Priced at £9.99 + £1.50 post and 
packing, it is available from:  The Plant Press, 
10 Market Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2NB. 

The “Rye Park”  Oh dear, the old chestnut of 
the Rye being described as a park has 

reappeared.  I haven’t seen this myself, but it 
has bee

 

Can you help our local library? 

 all goes as planned,

n drawn to my attention that the Rye has 

tching exercises, and 

 large rise in subscriptions last year, to 
ensure that the High Wycombe 
to benefit from being a member of the Civic 
Trust. 

Frances Presland

If  hopefully we may have a magnificent new library in 
007 and it is up to the people of Wycombe to express their hopes and 

given for the new building. Early in 

been relegated to park status on the new street 
map series “Visit Buckinghamshire,” on the High 
Wycombe, Bourne End and Marlow map.  

Keeping fit the natural way  English Nature has 
come up with a cunning plan to get people out of 
conventional gyms and on to its conservation 
sites.  Their green gym sessions start with a 
warm-up, with lots of stre
then it’s down to tasks such as shrub clearance, 
hedge laying, tree planting etc.  So, grab that 
spade 2-3-4, dig 2-3-4....! 

Financial loss reported by the Civic Trust  It is 
with concern that we note that the Civic Trust 
has recorded a loss of £29,971 for the year 
2002/03, which has resulted in a deficit on 
reserves of £10,646.  Your Executive Committee 
is watching this situation closely, particularly 
after a

Society continues 

2
dreams of what it might be like. So it
to be ready for when the go-ahead is 

 makes sense to start planning NOW 

January a meeting was called in the Library and a steering committee 
formed, which met on the 26th of February to discuss the form the 
constitution should take for the Friends of the Library – the NEW library. 
Soon an AGM will be called for this to be adopted, when it is hoped that 
many more people will attend to make plans. It is hoped that several 
groups will be formed, to raise funds for equipment in the new library, buy 
small chairs for Story Time for children, perhaps even run a coffee shop. 
The library staff would appreciate volunteers to help with the Story Time, 
perhaps even to go to schools. Volunteers could help with the computer 
for visually impaired clients, and a group to help with sorting and 

cataloguing photographs for the archives – scanning them and putting them on to a website  The new 
library can be what WE make it: the more people who show an interest and offer to help, the more we 
can get out of our library.  If you can help, please collect a membership form from the Library foyer. 

Margaret Simmons 
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y Assessment 
IN THE last newsletter we reported on the series of “Quality Counts” workshops organised by the 
Urban Design Division of Wycombe District Council.  These tried to determine what aspects of the 
built environment were seen as “QUALITY” by the public.  As a follow-up, participants were invited 
to take part in a “Quality Counts Tour”, an all-day bus tour around Wycombe District to view and 
discuss both good and bad examples of urban design. 

About 30 of us, comprising officers of the 
Planning Department, two District Councillors 
and sundry members of the public, some, like 
us, representing local amenity societies, 
gathered outside the Council Offices at 9.30am 
on 4th December. 

Our first port of call was the old brewery site in 
Marlow, now known as “Portlands”.  The first 

with the High Street.   

From Marlow we travelled to 
Cressex, where the captive 
audience was addressed at
length by David Day, a former 
town planner in Wycombe and 
now in business on his own. 
However, he spoke as a 
concerned local resident on the 
subject of “Backland
Development” (the proper term 
for building estates in back 
gardens).  He made the point 
that this piecemeal development 
usually produces unattractive
layouts.  Also, whereas large 
developments are required to 
provide essential services such 
as schools, a quota of affordable 
housing and upgrades to
surrounding roads (or a
contribution to the Council to 

provide them), there were lower limits below 
which these provisions were not applied.  
David said that backland developers usually 
kept their schemes below this size limit and so 
gradually overloaded the local infrastructure. 
He suggested the Council should develop a 
policy to handle backland development, and 
our Society’s Planning Group agrees. 

 

be fit to cope with all the steps!  
There is no space for large trees 
to break up the dominating 
appearance of the housing mass.  
The Council planners admit, 
with hindsight, that this was a 
mistake.  However, it is not clear 
whether they have learned from 
it, as they seem to be on the 
verge of allowing an even more 
dominant hillside development 
on the old Ercol site. 

Following Downley, we moved 
along the London Road (slowly 
through the roadworks!) to 
Gomm Place, a housing 
association development oppo-
site B&Q. Whilst this did not 
exude the quality of the 
Portlands site, it was felt that 
the materials and workmanship 

“On Tour” with Qualit

Portlands, Marlow – a good quality conversion and
a satisfactory environment for residents. 
impression was of good quality houses and 
flats, which complemented the remaining old 
brewery buildings, and an environment which 
was probably very satisfactory for the 
residents. However, some felt that it lacked 
“permeability” for the public and was rather 
like a gated development, and the Marlow 
Society consider it to be a lost 
opportunity for fuller integration 

We next visited the “Imbies Development” (that 
development covering the hillside between 
Downley and the town centre).  This is widely 
considered to be very unattractive when viewed 
from across the valley because of the large 
expanses of 3-storey red brick buildings. Up 

close it probably offers a
satisfactory environment for the 
residents, though they need to 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Imbies – unattractive from across the valley, and
no better close up. 

Gomm Place. You can try hard
with the buildings, but it’s all
wasted when the County
Council get their teeth into the
calming and the traffic signs! 
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were probab
development.
arrangement

ping at Princes Risborough 
Golf Club for a buffet lunch befo
the new Ercol factory wh
outside, we were taken on a
The new factory is located on
the railway station formerly 
Forest Products Laboratory.  I

ls, all is in 
ly elm and 
mills in the 

bled, polished and, where 

quality and appearance of 
their products continues to 

be quite splendid. 

To finish the exercise, some of us met again in 
the Council Offices in early February to 
consolidate views about the tour and to review 
the output from earlier workshops.  The aim 
was to produce a list of the essential 
components of quality in urban design.  
Hopefully the Urban Design Division will then 
use this in assisting their planning officer 
colleagues to assess future planning applica-
tions. 

ly appropriate to a lower cost 
  The general feeling was that the 
 with a long continuous building 

separate buildings on different leve
one large room.  The trees, main
ash, are cut up at Ercol’s own saw

on one side of the site with the rest dominated 
by car parking was less than 
ideal, and there appeared to 
be a complete lack of any 
landscape features.  The 
situation was not helped by 

USA before being shipped to Princes 
Risborough.  We saw this 
wood then progress through 
the factory, being machined 
to size and shape, assem-

the road space being 
dominated by a horrendous 
plethora of road signs 
relating to the unnecessarily 
obstructive speed-limiting 
islands. 

We then travelled towards 
Princes Risborough, stop-

appropriate, upholstered – a 
most impressive and 
efficient operation.  All 
agreed that Ercol were to be 
congratulated for showing 
faith in the District and its 
workforce by making this 
massive investment.  The 

re going on to 
ere, after viewing the 

 conducted tour.  
 the site behind 
occupied by the 
t has won several 

awards and is clearly designed to maximise 
efficiency.  Most exterior walls are almost 
entirely of glass, to ensure as much natural 
light as possible.  Great care has been taken 
with noise insulation to avoid annoyance to 
nearby housing. 

Unlike the old site, which had a multitude of Trevor Carter 

Bits and Pieces 
Commemorative Trees on the Rye 
Frances Alexander is working with Ollie Kelly 
of Wycombe District Council to make a list.  So 
far, they have located a few, including Kathleen 
Peatey's two, planted for her Mayoral and 
Chairman's years; Jim Cottrell's
other dotted here and there.  Ca
sure which tree was planted for Jac

Do you know where they "plant
'73"?  Or "some more in '74"?    

; and a few 
n anyone be 
k Scruton?  

ed a tree in 

that it's on 
 439481, or 
enue, High 

UARES) 
 the spread 

ive was 
s.  (Yes, he 

sugar with a 
heat and leave
and vanilla es
flour, cinnamo

3. Pour the m
surface with t
minutes, or u
wire rack. To 
remove from 
completely, th

Freezing 
Pack the squa
container.  Fr
room tempera

FOUND BUT WA

If somebody red lady’s 
cardigan at 

e
c

If you know of any, please check 
the list!  Contact Frances on 01494
write to her at 8a, Chestnut Av
Wycombe HP11 1DJ. 

CHEWY RAISIN SQUARES (MAKES 16 SQ

One of the many highlights of
arranged to follow our Tribute to Ol
Tony Fooks’ chewy raisin square
cooks too!) 

Here’s how he made them: 

75g (3 oz) sunflower margarine 
150g (5 oz) light muscovado sug
1 egg, lightly beaten 
1 teaspoon vanilla essence 
100g (4 oz) self-raising flour 

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
50g (2 oz) raisins 

ar Scruton’s fun
please conta
back! 

1. Preheat oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4. Lightly 
grease a 23cm (9 in) square baking tin.  Line 
the base with non-stick baking paper. 

2. Melt the margarine in a pan. Stir in the 
wooden spoon. Remove from the 
 to cool slightly.  Beat in the egg 
sence until blended. Stir in the 
n and raisins. 

ixture into the tin and level the 
he back of a spoon. Bake for 20 
ntil cooked. Transfer the tin to a 
serve hot, cut into squares and 
the tin. To serve cold, cool 

en cut into squares. 

res into a plastic freezer bag or 
eeze for up to 4 months. Thaw at 
ture for about 1 hour. 

S IT LOST? 
left an oatmeal-colou
Evelyn Roe’s house after Olive 
ral on 18 December, would they 

t her on 01494 532575 to get it 

The new award-winning Ercol factory at
Princes Risborough. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

“Disraeli – Hug
THE SOCIETY’S first meeting 
gave a fascinating and amusing

Benjamin Disraeli was born in
family first came to Bucks in 1
High House in Chartridge.  
(Benjamin’s father) leased Bra
in 1829. 

The young Benjamin tried his
careers – the law, the Stock Mark
– before deciding on politics.  
Whigs dominated the politic
Disraeli 

he
of the year took place on January 15, wh
 talk on Disraeli and Hughenden. 

 1804, and the 
825, living at 
Isaac Disraeli 

denham Manor  

 hand at various 
et, journalism 

A

was something of an

summons to No.1
writing to Prime 
though he later de
credit, did not pr
owned no estate, s
gentleman, a positi

When Hughenden 
5
a

political ally Lord B

848, Benjamin 

Denise Lindsay 

nden Squire!” 
en WEA tutor Arthur Taylor 

0, even putting a plea in 
Minister, Sir Robert Peel, 
nied doing so.  Peel, to his 
oduce the letter!  Disraeli 
o was not seen as a “proper” 
on he longed to attain. 

Manor came up for sale in 
0 acres), Disraeli could not 
gain had debts.  However, 
entinck and his brother put 

up a loan, for the good of the Tory party, and 
Disraeli put up £10,000.  In 1

t that time, the 
al scene, and 
 outsider.  He 

1847 (£35,000, 7
afford it, as he 

stood for re-election twice in 1832, and lost on 
both occasions. 

However, in 1834, there was a general election 
when Melbourne’s government broke down, 
and Disraeli joined the more open Tory party, 
who funded him!  In the 1837 election, he 
stood successfully for election in Maidstone. 

In 1839, Disraeli married Mary Anne Wyndham 
Lewis, the widow of a fellow MP, and she 
generously paid his debts! 

In 1841, Disraeli became Junior Tory member 
for Shrewsbury, and anxiously awaited a 
 

and Mary Anne  moved into Hughenden Manor. 

Disraeli revelled in the life of country 
gentleman, and became churchwarden of 
Hughenden Church.  He died in 1881, Mary 
Anne having pre-deceased him, and is buried 
at Hughenden with other family members. 

Hughenden was inherited by Disraeli’s nephew, 
Coningsby. 

Heritage 

of my chil combe 

e f
ow

, tigating.  
ng
  
er

my
ad e soldiers billeted 

s stationed in the 
ith

chen table 
ay 

 war we 
eet, where life was 

alw out of the 
win
At treet there was 
Ne a. Children used 
to go up and down White Hart Street poorly 

liberal town 
tly Baptists and teetotallers both of 

ton, the 
beral mbe, walking up and 

p these dirty children 

Ten and a half years dhood in High Wy
In our last issue, we included a fascinating piec
Easton Street as part of the Heritage Group’s T
interesting thoroughfare at the heart of our town
When John Gore heard of this, he turned up an e
Rich.  We have space only to start it this quarter.
abattoir for young children, will follow in the Summ

rom Margaret Simmons about her researches in 
n Centre Project.  White Hart Street is another 
which Mary Woodman has been inves
rossing essay by former resident, the late Doris 
The remainder, including the fascinations of the 
 issue of the Newsletter. 

 father's shop. Not long after this my father was 
 this large flat we were to hav

I WAS born in White Hart Street in the flat above 
called up to fight in the First World War. As we h
on us as there were many soldier town. My mother's parents lived in London and 

 all these "nasty men", so for the rest of the war 

clad and often very dirty. Some had no shoes 
and socks and at times even no knickers. 
At this time Wycombe was a very 

they would not allow us to remain in the house w
I lived in James Street, just behind Selfridges. 

When the bombs fell I remember being taken 
downstairs and lying under the kit
with the oven burning for warmth. The d
that the Armistice was signed, all the staff of 
Selfridges and the other shopkeepers and Post 
Office staff and people ran out into the street 
singing and waving. 
When my father returned from the
returned to White Hart Str

ays colourful. Just to look 
dows was exciting. 
the end of White Hart S

wlands, a horrible slum are

and mos
which were in the power of the Chair masters 
of the town. When an election was about to 
take place I remember Lady Terring
Li  candidate for Wyco
down our street picking u
and kissing them. You can imagine the disgust 
of my elders. 

The late Doris Rich 

(To be concluded in the Summer issue) 
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Letters 
Following our request in the last Newsletter, we 
received some letters remembering Olive 
Scruton.  Here they are. 
During my time as Head of Science at Great 
Marlow School I was greatly helped and 
encouraged by a quietly spoken but very wise 
Science Advisor whom I knew as Mrs Pawan. 
She did not come very often, but she was 
always someone I was glad to see as we could 
sit quietly and discuss any ideas or problems I 
had and she would always give me some very 
sound advice. 

One day I was chatting with Jack Scruton, who 
had been a friend since I started teaching in 
1947, and he mentioned this very nice lady 
friend he had. Imagine my surprise when I 
discovered that his Olive was my much 
respected Science Advisor, and my joy when I 
learned they were to marry.  I find it ironic and 
very sad that in the front of my copy of the 
book produced as a tribute to Jack’s life Olive 
has written a little note thanking me for my 
contribution.  Little did I think I would one day 
be doing the same thing for her. 

Norman Belson 

*    *    * 

In thinking of Olive I keep coming back to the 
thought of her as colour in a painting, a warm 
coral bringing life to marks on canvas. 

As for reality, Olive was THERE, talking of 
caravans and awnings and languorous days 
with Jack in the Loire Valley.  Then THERE, 
taken up with the creation of a birthday cake, 
all turrets and candles for her young 
granddaughter.  And THERE with Jack 
welcoming people into the lively ambience of a 
London Road New Year party. 

Amongst many warm memories, I am grateful 
for the sense of Olive’s undimmed brightness. 

Lesley Wasley 

*    *    * 

After Jack's funeral, Olive asked if I would help 
put together the contributions that were made 
at the service that celebrated his life.  I willing-
ly agreed. 

As I was working on the first pages for those 
contributions, Olive came back to say that so 
many more letters remembering Jack had 
arrived, and could they be included too. And 
Walter Kraft said that some passages from 
Jack's speech to the Joint Committee of Lords 
and Commons would be appropriate. Elsie 
Fowler brought along some of Eric's drawings, 
and Lorna Cassidy was happy for her pictures 
to be included. 

We divided the contributions into sections. 
Memories of the early days of the Battle to Save 

The Rye; the Speech; Jack's teaching career; 
tributes from members of the High Wycombe 
Society; tributes from other societies and the 
press. The last pages were devoted to the 
speeches by Roger Lawson and Cllr Pam 
Priestley, then Chairman of Wycombe District 
Council, at the posthumous award of the MBE,  

We spent many happy hours, choosing which 
picture should go with which set of words, and 
the font for each part of the book, and I know 
she was happy with the result. We laughed 
when it came back from the printers, and I 
realised that I had not put in page numbers! I 
got to know Olive well at that time, and I 
valued her friendship. 

Frances Alexander 

… and the Chairman’s Reflections 

The tribute and celebration ceremony of Olive 
Scruton’s life is described elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  It was a rare event, when Olive’s 
relationship with her fellow human beings, and 
her care for the natural environment, were 
generously acknowledged with great warmth by 
all those who were present. 

I was honoured to have been a part of it, and 
privileged to have been involved in the concept, 
the planning and in bringing the ceremony to 
fruition. 

The underlying sadness of the occasion was 
tempered by the evident sincerity of the 
speakers, and I thank them all for making 
these heartfelt contributions. I also unreserv-
edly thank all our members who worked so 
willingly to plan and bring all the arrangements 
together.  The booking of the Guildhall and 
ancillary equipment, the design and printing of 
the programme, the contact with prospective 
contributors and speakers.  The provision of 
refreshments was excellent, especially the 
members’ donations of delicious comestibles of 
great variety. 

The event went quite splendidly, and too many 
were involved to be named individually.  What 
a grand team, and I was so pleased to be in 
there with them all!  We were fortunate also in 
receiving every cooperation and assistance 
from the WDC halls caretaker staff, and we 
thank them accordingly. 

I believe we managed an event that was a 
credit to our Society’s good name and 
reputation. 

Roger Lawson 

We are very grateful too for a number of letters we 
have received from Olive’s relatives, and speakers 
at the event, expressing their appreciation.–Ed. 
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Notices 
New Membe
We warmly welco

rs 
me the following new members: 

Mrs E Hodder (née Scruton) of Cambridge. 
Mr & Mrs R Lawrence of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 
Mr & Mrs C L Rice of Maybrook Gardens, HW. 
 

 

Births 
Our hearty congratulations to member Mr Paul 
Goodman MP and Mrs Goodman, on the birth of 
their son, Daniel.  (We rarely have births to 
announce in this column. Why should that be?–Ed.) 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs F D Porteous 
We extend our condolences to her family and 
friends. 
 

 

Any old tables and chairs? 
The stalwarts who organise the refreshments on 

re permanently in our shed.  If you 
don’t want, please contact Angela 

GM, and will be 
followed by Maurice Young of BBOWT who will 

 some of the animals in the 

Pann Mill Open Days also have the task of 
persuading people to bring furniture down to the 
Mill for our supporters to recline upon as they 
munch our delicious cakes and consume our 
authentic tea.  It would be very nice to have a 
stock of garden tables and chairs (both must be 

Chiltern habitats. 
 

 

folding) to sto
have any you 
Rees on 01628 532201. 

AGM 
Our meeting on 23 April is the A

give an illustrated talk about the flowers of the 
Chilterns and

Our Future Programme 
Our future programme now runs up to the AGM 
in 2005.  Full details will be on your 
membership card, soon to be available from the 
printers. 
 

 

Butcher’s Corner 
Once again, thank you to all who provided us 
with the “meat” for this newsletter. Member Paul 
Goodman MP is to contribute to the Summer 
issue, for which material should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 May, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

Gladys  
Gladys Pearson is moving away from High 
Wycombe soon, to be near her daughter, Susan, 
in Cardiff.  We thank her for all her valuable 
work, especially in catering, over many years, 
and wish her well in her new home. 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2004
Frida
(NOT
The G

Sund
5.00

Frida
The G

Sund

Sund
5.00

Wedn
The G

Quar

Sund

 
Put these in your
diary now! 

 
y 23 April 7.30pm 
E CHANGED DATE) 
uildhall 

 
Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by a talk, 
“Wildlife of the Chilterns”.  Speaker: Maurice Young, Voluntary 
Reserve Officer, BBOWT. 

ay 9 May 11.00am-
pm 

National Mills Day. Pann Mill turns again and mills flour.  Bric-a-brac 
stall, plants, teas and cakes. Also Water Trail at 2.30pm, start and 
finish at Pann Mill; Town Trail, meet at 2.30pm at Parish Church, 
finish at Pann Mill. 

y 21st May 7.30pm Wycombe Arts
uildhall Speaker: John Sk

ay 20th June Members’ outing
1.30pm.  See nex
Walters, 01494 4

ay 11th July, 11.00am-
pm 

Pann Mill Open D
refreshments, p

 Festival Meeting: “Golden Age of the River Thames”. 
us

 by part 
t N
49

ay
lant

ra

 by
t 2

Contact: Angela Rees, 01628 532201. 

: “Work of English Heritage”. Spe
uments, Engl

d not as indicated on your 2003 membership card.  

e, River Thames Society. 

 shared cars: Nuffield Place, near Henley. De

esday 28th July, 7.30pm 
uildhall 

Quarterly Meeting
Inspector of Mon

terly meetings are now held in the Guildhall an

ewsletter for further details. Contact: Eileen 
902. 

. Pann Mill turns again and mills flour. Light 
s. Also Water Trail at 2.30pm, start and finish at 
il, meet 2.30pm Parish Church, finish Pann Mill. 

 shared cars: Guided walk around Princes 
.15pm. See next Newsletter for further details. 

Pann Mill; Town T

ay 25th July Members’ outing
Risborough.  Mee

aker: Chris Welch, 
ish Heritage. 


