
 

Don’t forget: Friday 
15th April – AGM and 

Grand Book SwapTHE  
HIGH WYCOMBE 
SOCIETY 
newsletter 
 

 

NUMBER 135  SPRING 2005 

 

…caring about our town:  past, present and future 
Registered Charity No. 257897 

 

Hands Off! 
IT WAS with a sense of shock that we read in the Bucks Free Press on 18 March that students of 
our excellent Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College had proposed a massive development 
of the Rye including “contemporary buildings”, an “amphitheatre” and an “integrated lighting 
system”.  It was, of course, merely an exercise for students, and will never happen.  Cllr Kathy Dix 
said the ideas would be good for anywhere but the Rye, and Cllr John Dalton pointed out that the 
Rye is “almost sacrosanct” in our town. 

And yet, and yet…  The Bucks Free Press reported that the Town Centre Committee saw this as a 
“positive move” for the town, and a WDC spokesman is reported to have said, “The students’ 
work offers some new and exciting ideas for how the area could change.”  Those words seem to 
go well beyond trying to be politely complimentary about a student project.  They come only 
weeks after the Development Control Committee was persuaded, on the basis of a dubious report, 
to hard-surface half of the “overflow” car park on Holywell Mead – where it has also been 
proposed to install recycling facilities and a bottle bank.  (That would not only desecrate the open 
space but would be a singularly silly location for such a facility: people would use more energy 
driving there than would be saved by recycling.)  There have also been proposals to build a 
skateboard facility, on which it is said there has been public consultation, but nobody ever 
consulted the people of Wycombe generally, or ourselves. 

Our Society is not short of allies sharing our concern for the Rye.  While we in the Society have 
hammered away at its meadow-like quality, it was encouraging to hear Cllr Richard Pushman 
refer to it in the Development Control Committee as a “pasture”. 

Make no mistake.  As it stands, the Rye is a beautiful entry to our town.  When the Town Centre 
Redevelopment is complete, it will provide a wonderful counterbalance to the modern extension 
of the town centre to the west.  But its contribution is finely balanced.  It would not need many ill-
chosen “facilities”, added to the existing (and laudable) children’s playground, to tip the scales 
and turn the Rye into something that is not a priceless asset of the town – “the Jewel in the 
Crown” as it was once described by the old Borough of High Wycombe – but something that was 
just untidy and tacky. 

It would have been so easy for the Council spokesman, asked to comment on the students’ 
academic project, simply to say, “Interesting and exciting, but quite unsuitable for High 
Wycombe.”  But that is not what was said, and presumably not what was thought.  So long as 
people’s first reactions are wrong, there is work to be done. 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 2 NEWSLETTER SPRING 2005 
 
 

No More Waiting! 
THE COUNTDOWN is on.  On 24th March Wycombe District Council through its Development Control 
Committee will decide on the final stage, the “reserved matters”, of the planning application process 
that will enable Stannifer and their architects, Benoy, to proceed with the £500m Town Centre 
Redevelopment.  The Society’s Planning Group have met Stannifer many times during the past two 
years to consider the design and character of the development. 

Wycombe District Council’s Urban Design 
Division are to be complimented on their 
contribution to this process.  Equally, following 
the Society’s hard-hitting comments at the 
presentation by Stannifer and Benoy to the 
Society in September 2004, Stannifer and Benoy 
themselves deserve credit for listening to our 
arguments. 

There is now a completely fresh look to the 
residential blocks facing Desborough Road –  so 
strongly criticised at our meeting – and there are 
substantial changes to the styling of the retail 
blocks.  The landscaping is improved, with a 
significant number of shrubs and substantial 
trees to be planted in and around the site.  
There has been a thorough review of the 
materials, not only for the buildings but for 
floors and pathways.  Finally it has been 
announced that there is to be a competition for 
the art and furniture to be installed in the 
development.  We are honoured that our 
President, Stuart King, has been asked to assist 
in this competition. 

That is not to say that there are not ongoing 
issues, not least the siting of the bus 
interchange.  The final road layout around the 
site will depend on a number of discussions 
surrounding the development such as Sainsbury, 
BCUC/Tesco and, not least, the demise of Abbey 
Way.  We hope that in this process there will be 
a recognition that sooner or later a potential bus 

site will need to be identified nearer to the heart 
of the town.  We have questioned the lack of 
“flint” material that would help give the 
development a local flavour and have asked that 
this be considered, even in the form of a pattern 
within the  brickwork.  Whilst some adjustment 
has been made to the roofline we continue to be 
concerned that more greenery is needed on the 
roofs to soften the appearance of the 
development from above.  We have also 
questioned the amount of seating which we 
believe is still insufficient. 

Members will already have seen the early work 
that has been going on to move the gas mains 
and electrical cables in the area.  The District 
Council are already planning to compensate for 
loss of car parking during construction by 
creating temporary car parks.  There is an 
excellent website developed by the Council 
www.mywycombe.com and updates will be 
published in the BFP weekly. 

It has been agreed that we shall have further 
discussions with Stannifer, Benoy and WDC’s 
Urban Design Division, fitting in with the need to 
ensure the development achieves its forecast 
opening in 2007.   

Many thanks go to the members of our Planning 
Group for their tireless work on these plans.  I 
will update Society members at the AGM. 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

Planning This Quarter 
In addition to the Town Centre Redevelopment and the Holywell Mead Car Park (see above and p.4) the 
Group are now in full swing with a number of other projects and applications as follows. 

Sainsbury  The Group have met with GKA 
representing Sainsbury and Chetwood 
Associates, architects.  The initial reaction of the 
group to the revised plans presented has raised 
major issues on height, materials and design.  
We hope these comments have been taken on 
board.  Further discussions have been 
potentially agreed.  In the meantime the group 
has had a meeting with WDC’s Head of Urban 
Design.  A more up to date report will be made 
at the AGM. 

BCUC/Tesco  The group are continuing to seek 
a meeting with BCUC and Tesco to find out the 
latest situation. 

Local Development Framework – Sustainability 
Scoping Report.  This long report sets out the 
planned scope of the “Sustainability Appraisal” 
on the LDF and sets out a framework against 
which the LDF’s core strategy and site proposals 
will be assessed.  Members of the group are 
reviewing this document and have responded to 
WDC. 

Charity Concert – Causeway Stadium  Far be it 
for the Society, Members will all agree, to stop a 
charity concert, but we became increasingly 
concerned when no information was forthcoming 
from the organisers regarding the type of 
concert, groups attending, noise, lighting and 
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car parking (especially in Sands) and 
consequently we objected.  I am pleased to 
report that the Development Control Committee  
on 16 February rejected the request. 

Applications  The Group has this quarter spoken 
at the Development Control Committee on the 
Guildmaster Works, Holywell Mead Car Park and 
7-9 Plomer Green Lane, Downley. The 
Committee decided to pass all three despite the 
Society’s representations. Tony Fooks attended 
the appeal hearing on Millfield Park, Four Ashes 

Road, regarding a manège, and the Inspector’s 
report is now awaited. 

Applications under review are BFP Gomm Road, 
Millfield Farm, Four Ashes (new application), 28-
36 Micklefield Road (residential development) 
Ercol site (variation of conditions application) 
Edric House, Castle Street (demolition and 
erection of 96-bedroom hotel).  Finally, and not 
least, Wellesbourne campus site development.   

Tony Fooks 
 

 

The South-East Plan and Regional Assemblies 
Last year the Government reformed the Planning System in England and Wales with the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  Regional Assemblies (in our case, the South East England Regional 
Assembly, SEERA, liaising with GOSE, the Government Office for the South East) must now produce a 
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) setting out the Strategic Planning Framework for their region.  This 
replaces the Structure Plans, formerly produced by County Councils, and Regional Planning Guidance.  
The RSS for the South East is incorporated in the "South East Plan", now prepared in draft by SEERA 
for public consultation.  The South East Region covers Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, 
Surrey, East and West Sussex, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, and Kent. 

The South East Plan sets the framework for 
planning and development across South East 
England to 2026. It will provide the context in 
which district and unitary authorities must 
develop local policies on land use, housing, 
economy, health, education, transport and the 
environment, so it is important that societies 
such as ours comment at this stage.  The broad 
strategic policies in the Plan affect where people 
in the region will live and work and how we 
travel, as well as the location of other services 
and facilities. 

Key Issues of the Plan 
The vision of the plan is to generate a sustained 
improvement in the quality of life over the period 
to 2026, including the well being of the Region’s 
citizens, the vitality of the economy, the health 
of the environment and the prudent 
management of it natural resources, as follows:  

On Housing, there are three options for house 
building rates for the period to 2026 ranging 
from 25,500 per year (the average rate achieved 
in the last five years) to 32,000 per year, 
including 25% social rented accommodation. 

On Jobs, the draft aims for economic growth 
slightly below that of the last 15 years. 

An Urban Focus: 60% of all new development 
would be on previously developed (“brownfield”) 
land, including the re-use of existing buildings.  
Aylesbury, High Wycombe and Milton Keynes are 
identified as “Strategic Town Centres”, each  to 
be a focus for retail and other employment. 

The existing Green Belt would be retained, but 
some greenfield development would be needed.  

This will necessitate “better management of the 
countryside and rural communities”. 

Water: Improved water management will ensure 
supply and minimise flooding. 

Education and Health: Many people in the South-
East still lack qualifications, and the plan 
supports the provision of Training Facilities. A 
growing and ageing population will mean 
additional health care requirements. 

Climate Change: The South-East is predicted to 
experience the most severe climate change 
effects in the UK.  The Plan promotes minimum 
standards for new buildings and measures to 
stabilise the use of resources. 

And To Sum Up… 
This and a lot more is in the draft plan.  Some of 
us recently attended a consultation event on the 
Plan, hosted by WDC, which included a 
presentation by Mr Mike Gwilliam, Director of 
Planning and Transport at SEERA, along with 
other prominent officers from WDC and BCC.  
The Planning Group is aiming to respond to the 
draft by 15th April 2005.  The Plan can be seen 
at the District Council Offices and also at 
www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan.  A 
leaflet with a Questionnaire is being sent to all 
householders in the District.  Members and 
Affiliated Societies are encouraged to send in 
their comments directly and copy them to me at 
agsm@fooks40.fsnet.co.uk or "Langham", Park 
Farm Road, High Wycombe HP12 4AF, no later 
than 28th March 2005.  I will present an update 
report at the AGM on the 15th April. 

Tony Fooks
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Holywell Mead / Rye Open Spaces 
ONCE AGAIN the Society is faced with a challenge regarding the use that this area is being put to and 
the ongoing maintenance, or lack of it, for the area in general.  Recently Wycombe District Council 
applied  for Full Planning Consent to Resurface the Existing Car Park at Holywell Mead and to hard-
surface the Overflow Car Park with associated landscaping. 

The proposal includes a New Tarmac/Rolled 
Shingle surface in possibly yellow or buff colour, 
with parking bays separately delineated, this 
area to be interspersed with new deciduous 
trees and planted with shrubs.  The total 
increase in parking spaces the proposals will 
give would only amount to an extra 38 spaces.  
The new layout would also provide five disabled 
parking bays and a bay for one coach. 

This application was discussed on two separate 
occasions by the Development Control 
Committee, at which the Society was invited to 
speak publicly on our objections.  Our Friends of 
the Rye have worked hard to present the reasons 
why the Society objects to this application and 
explain why it should be refused, seeking legal 
advice and researching the Act of Parliament of 
1927, also reviewing the successful work by Jack 
Scruton, our founding hon. secretary, to stop a 
road being placed across the Rye. 

The debate centres around the question of Open 
Spaces and the Conservation Area in a town 
which adjoins the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and the Green Belt.  We also 
question why there has been a lack of 
maintenance by Wycombe District Council, 
which has caused the Overflow Car Park area to 
become a muddy morass, and why use has not 
been restricted to special occasions only. 

During the debate, concerns were raised 
regarding the Coach Parking facility (which 
would take additional virgin Open Space Land), 
the type of surface to be used (tarmac or rolled 
shingle in yellow or buff colour), lack of 
consideration for the security of the area (it is 
well known for abandoned car fires), additional 
lighting columns despite the disabled ramp 
lighting in front of the Environment Centre being 
smashed, and finally no consideration given as 
to why the car park is heavily used on weekdays 
by local business units in the area. 

Despite the efforts of the Friends of the Rye 
Group, the Committee approved this application 
on 15th February.  The Group is now consulting 
with other interested parties with a view to a 
further challenge regarding this application.  
Members are requested to help by contacting 
the Hon. Sec., Frances Presland, with any 
information that would help. 

Members should be aware of proposals being 
considered for intensification of sporting and 

outside recreational activities across the Rye and 
Holywell Mead in general.  Current consultations 
are being pursued with the appropriate parties 
on Skateboarding and BMX biking activities.  In 
the case of Skateboarding it is believed that the 
siting of this is proposed to be adjacent to the 
Children Play Area on the Rye.  What other 
activities is our Council proposing for this Open 
Space Facility which is one of the main 
attractions to the town – the “Jewel in the Crown 
of High Wycombe”? 

Perhaps this is the right moment to remind all 
members that our Society grew out of the Rye 
Protection Society, formed to protect the Rye 
from the proposed Inner Relief Road.  
Subsequently the High Wycombe Society was 
established, to protect not only Open Spaces but 
also the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
the town’s wider heritage.  Therefore we request 
that all members of the Society should express 
their thoughts, ideas and any objection or 
information that they may consider to be useful 
in maintaining this beautiful asset to the Town of 
High Wycombe. 

Tony Fooks 

Two books… 

…appeared recently at a Bring & Buy, by an 
author whom some of our members may know – 
Harry Edgar Green.  One is autographed (1991).   
If anyone would like to have these slim volumes, 
please contact me on 01494 448773. 

Most of the works are poems, but the following, 
from “From a Buckinghamshire Town”, is 
perhaps appropriate: 

“Buckinghamshire town hallowed by its fame.   
Its stony “All Saints” standing warrior there and 
longing for all to breathe some of its 
blessedness. 

“High Wycombe is my own county and country; 
is the most I have known, since boyhood and 
youth among the Chiltern Hills.  Today, a 
bustling and creative town.  Where an historic 
past is lingering at each new break of day, 
despite the incessant demands of modernity and 
the fickle urge of change.  A town still retaining 
some of its earliest character and charm, though 
not in quite the self-same relationship today as 
that shared by its inhabitants of bygone years.” 

Ann Simone 
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Keeping Up the Character 
THE ISSUE of how to maintain the character of our town has been unusually prominent in the last few 
months.  Following their consideration of the very special case of protecting the Rye and Holywell 
Mead (see opposite), the District Council’s Development Control Committee (DCC) on 16 February 
spent a good proportion of their meeting considering specific cases where approval of applications 
would threaten the distinctive characters of particular areas of our town. 

That meeting followed the previous DCC meeting 
when the Committee finally approved plans for 
development of an area lying between Lucas 
Road and Rectory Avenue known as “The 
Orchard”.  The Council had stood up well 
against previous applications to develop this 
area, for 17 to 23 houses, and indeed had won 
several appeals.  Eventually, however, the 
developers reduced their demands until on 
26 January the Committee finally decided it 
would have to let through an application to build 
just six houses, perhaps considering that at this 
level, an Inspector would be unlikely to find, 
once more, in their favour.  (That decision was 
taken on the casting vote of the Chairman, which 
to some of us seemed shocking at the time, but 
the rules state that the Chairman must exercise 
her vote on such an occasion – even if she has 
already voted! – and there is no requirement as 
to how she should use it.) 

A recurring theme during these considerations 
has been Planning Policy Guidance Note 3 
(PPG3) issued by the Government in 2000.  This 
guidance states that Planning Authorities should 
“avoid developments which make inefficient use 
of land (those of less than 30 dwellings per 
hectare net)” and should “encourage housing 
development which makes more efficient use of 
land (between 30 and 50 dwellings per hectare 
net)”.  The Government’s  motives – to avoid 
building over more and more of our countryside 
– are obvious enough, and are shared by our 
District Council.  But the question is, what 
happens when this policy comes up against 
other Government policies, such as defending 
the character of conservation areas? 

On 16 February, the first application raising 
these issues was a proposal to demolish two 
detached houses, Nos. 7–9 Plomer Green Lane, 
Downley, and build 10 two-bedroom flats in their 
place.  The application was strongly opposed by 
the Downley residents, their local councillors 
and our Society, on the grounds that it was an 
overdevelopment (with 60 dwellings per hectare 
– even more than PPG recommends – and out of 
keeping with the area).  The Officers’ report 
argued that the blocks of flats would resemble 
detached houses and would therefore fit in with 
the area.  Councillors did not accept this point of 
view but were stymied by the fact that consent 
had already been granted, in 2003, to redevelop 
one of the houses, which would have been 

forward of the building line.  Councillors 
considered reluctantly that they had no option 
but to approve, but several of them vowed not to 
allow such a situation to recur. 

All the tension of that discussion was then 
repeated on the next item, which concerned a 
proposal (the latest in a long line of 
applications) to redevelop Chiltern Heights, that 
very prominent building at the junction of 
Ridgeway and Hamilton Road.  One Councillor 
recalled how beautiful the building had been, 
surrounded by azaleas, when she had first come 
to Wycombe in the 1950s.  Once again, a 
consent had already been granted previously, for 
two five-bedroom houses and a small block of 
flats, with internal car parking.  This time, the 
proposal was for 12 flats in three blocks with 
external car parking, and the Councillors, led 
forcefully by the local members, overwhelmingly 
rejected their officers’ recommendation to 
approve the application.  But before that 
endpoint was reached, there was an extended, 
remarkable contribution from one very 
experienced and well-informed councillor who 
said he was very depressed at the plans for 
“brown-field” development in the District.  The 
Local Plan had all the right policies in it, he said, 
to preserve the character of neighbourhoods, yet 
officers in their recommendations ignored it. 

We subsequently took this point up with the 
District Council’s Head of Urban Design, 
Penelope Tollitt.  The recommended densities in 
PPG3 serve a valid purpose in discouraging the 
profligate use of limited building land.  But, in 
her view, there were widely held misconceptions 
about the recommended densities in PPG3.  
Nowhere does that guidance state, she pointed 
out, that those densities should be adopted 
regardless of the impact on a neighbourhood.  
That was particularly pertinent in relation to 
conservation areas (which have their own 
guidance, PPG15), but applied in principle to 
any neighbourhood with character. 

We found this train of events – first the robust 
views of the majority of members of the DCC and 
then the insight of a senior officer – encouraging.  
We, and the doughty residents’ associations who 
battle for their areas and are sometimes taken 
as NIMBYs for their pains, should not abandon 
our efforts just because there are sometimes 
setbacks. 
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DRT – What Next? 
DRT, OUR aficionados will remember, means “Demand Responsive Transport” – buses, minibuses and 
taxi-buses that can be pre-booked and ply flexible routes – even, sometimes, a door-to-door service.  

If we are to make our contribution to reducing 
CO2 emissions and global warming, then it is 
vitally important to get people ou
and ordinary buses are not 
usually very good at doing 
that.  Furthermore, High 
Wycombe’s roads are already 
very crowded, with long 
delays occurring on all the 
four main entries to the town 
at some times on most days.  
The Town Centre Redevelop-
ment and the new Tesco and 
Sainsbury stores can only 
add to the pressure, and by 
offering better flexible public transport services, 
we could not only notch up an environmental 
gain, but make travelling to the centre of 
Wycombe a more pleasant experience too. 

A couple of years back, our Transport Group,
by Elsa Woodward, actively encouraged the 
District and County Councils to get into DRT, 
with a well attended seminar, and a presentation 
to District Councillors.  So far, two DRT services 
have been introduced in our area. 

Cressex Express (or, to write it in i
style, cressexpress) plies between the Railway 
Station, Cressex Business Park, Asda and 
Cressex Island, near the Wycombe Six cinema.  
On the way there is an important stop at 
Wycombe Hospital.  (Wycombe Hospital, as 
patients and employees alike know, is appal-
lingly bad for parking – allow at least 30 minutes 
before your appointment 
for the searching and the 
general hassle!)  You can 
also book the 
cressexpress to go off 
this core route to John 
Lewis, the Holmers Farm 
Way offices or the 
Holiday Inn.  The service runs every 15 minutes 
at peak times, and every 30 minutes off-peak 
(starting 6.45am and finishing at 9.00pm).  The 
fare is £2 at peak (£1 with concessions, or all 
passengers between 10.00am and 4.00pm).  
And there are special arrangements for hospital 
staff, employees of participating employers and 
rail passengers with Chiltern Rail. 

Cressexpress has seen business boom in its first 
year.  From a hesitant st
2004, total “ridership” was running at almost 
700 trips per week at the end of January 2005 
(slightly more during the Christmas shopping 
period).  Users were roughly equally divided as 

to whether they would otherwise have made the 
journey by car, taxi or bus.  Customer 

igh, with almost 90% saying 
they would recommend the 
service to others. 

The other DRT initiative, 
Rider on Call, was taken by 
the County Council
two outlying areas of 
Wycombe District, not well 
served by conventional buses: 
the Hambleden Valley (linking 
up to Marlow and Henley) and 
the Bledlow and Saunderton 

area (linking to High Wycombe and Princes 
Risborough).  This service is much more like the 
DRT elsewhere in the UK.  You phone up the call 
centre about two hours before travelling and the 
vehicle will pick you up anywhere on certain 
specified roads within the area.  The charge is 
£2 one way or £3 return (concessions half-
price). 

These services represent a considerable 
achievement by the Co
excellent start, but where do we go from here?  
Well, Elsa Woodward has argued that to 
maximise use of Cressexpress by rail users, the 
norm should be “phone from the train” rather 
than a scheduled service.  The District Council 
believe a service on a simple, regular schedule is 
more attractive to customers.  But also, the 
situation is quite complex, with Park and Ride 
proposals for Cressex to support the new Town 

Centre Redevelopment.  
It would not seem to 
make sense for these 
two services to run 
independently, oblivious 
of one other. 

There is also growing 
experience elsewhere in 

the UK, though nowhere is quite like Wycombe.  
Elsa Woodward has been 
what has been achieved in Flintshire, where the 
Deeside Shuttle offers a 24/7 door-to-door 
service, booked by phone or Internet.  There is a 
high nominal subsidy per passenger, but very 
many “hidden” benefits, such as many people 
using it who would otherwise be unemployed.  

We hope our Councils will continue to monitor 
what is happening elsewhere, and seek out 
further ways to benefit our town with DRT. 
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Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Regional Spatial Planning Strategies  This is 
THE big issue for many amenity societies at the 
moment.  As many of you will know, the Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) has put 
forward the proposal that hundreds of thousands 
of homes should be built in the Chilterns area up 
to the 2020s.  This will of course result in huge 
losses in the countryside, but there is another 
major problem as well.  All these houses will 
need the infrastructure associated with any 
development in the form of gas and electricity 
supplies together with water, sewerage and 
roads and the current proposals have no 
provision for these.  There is now growing 
opposition to the ODPM’s apparent assumption 
that the countryside in the South East must be 
covered in concrete in order to be the engine of 
the UK’s economy, and even politicians are 
starting to object to the continued demands for 
unlimited development in the South East.  

Painted glass  The Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB) Cornerstone magazine 
features a series of very interesting articles on 
painted glass.  Although it is known as stained 
glass to most of us, it is in fact painted and not 
stained.  One of the articles gives an account of 
the process as described by a 12th century 
monk. The design was drawn on a wooden board 
and the pieces of glass were cut to shape.  The 
pieces were then laid onto the board and 
painted.  The painted glass was then fired and 
subsequently mounted using lead strips, before 
being inserted into the window. 

Wild Guides  Wild Guides are a new series of 
books about wildlife which have been produced 
using the latest publishing technologies such as 
photomontage and digital imaging manipulation.  
These techniques enable species to be depicted 
to scale, and so enable easy identification.  Each 
title sold donates money to a relevant charity. 
For example, sales of the British Butterflies title 
enables a contribution to be made to the 
Butterfly Conservation charity.  Retailing at £15, 
this book series is definitely worth collecting. 

The rise of the white loaf  The SPAB Mills 
Section has produced an excellent booklet by 
John Harrison on “The Rise of the White Loaf”.  
It seems that, initially, eating white bread was 
seen as a status symbol, with only feudal and 
monastic landlords indulging in bran–free bread.  
Interestingly, the “White Bread Guild” which had 
existed from the early 14th century extolled the 
health virtues of white bread.  The bran element 
in flour was considered detrimental to health.  
The booklet describes the increasing popularity 
of white bread, until by the end of the 18th 
century brown loaves were considered only fit for 
the poor.  As a consequence of this new 
popularity, milling techniques evolved and 
resulted in changes to the design of mill 

buildings. 

The Chiltern Society celebrates its 40th year  
The Chiltern Society came into existence in 
1965, as result of increasing pressure on the 
Chilterns in the form of gravel pits, chalk 
quarries and green field housing developments.  
These challenges remain almost the same today, 
and they are certainly on an even larger scale 
than formerly.  We congratulate the Chiltern 
Society on attaining its 40th year and wish them 
every success over the next forty years.   

Frances Presland 

Caring for Red Lions 
Everyone in Wycombe must have heard of the 
Red Lion.  The Red Lion that stood over the 
portico of the old Red Lion Hotel was famous for 
those who had addressed the people of 
Wycombe from beside it – Disraeli in the 19th 
Century and Churchill in the 20th. 

That “original” lion was moved up to Hughenden 
Manor and is now resplendent in Wycombe 
Museum who have adopted it as their symbol. 

The one that currently stands over Woolworth’s 
is not the real Red Lion, so we needn’t worry 
about that, need we?  But, as our member 
Graham William Thorne has pointed out, that is 
not quite right. 

He has been in touch with Colin Mantripp, 
Master Woodcarver, whose grandfather created 
the present lion, and whose firm restored it in 
2000 after vandalism by a local “student”.  
Graham has pointed out to us that the present 
lion is itself a work of art and deserves to be 
looked after. 

We agree.  Mr Mantripp is concerned that the 
lion’s joints are moving and the paint is 
cracking, which could let in the rot, and that the 
present owners do not seem to be doing 
anything about it. 

 

Chenies Manor 
The speaker at our meeting on 20 May, Valerie 
Edwards, has been a guide at Chenies Manor 
since 1981.  She is now the Chief Guide and 
trains all the volunteer guides.  She also 
researches the history of the Manor.  Valerie will 
talk about the history of the Manor and its 
gardens and the people who owned and lived in 
it.  She will also mention famous visitors like Sir 
Francis Drake, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. 
See for yourself! 
On Wednesday 22 June we’re running a shared 
car visit with guided tour of house and gardens.  
Leave Wycombe 1.15pm, cost £5.50.  Contact 
Ann Simone on 01494 448773. 
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Old Mill Cottage and Marsh Green Mill 
David Snoxell is a member and former diplomat who has recently retired with his wife Anne to his 
property of Old Mill Cottage adjoining Marsh Green Mill in Bassetsbury Lane.  In the past few months 
he has been assiduously researching the history of this group of buildings.  The following is based on 
a longer paper containing more detail.–Ed. 

PAPER MILLING along the River Wye began in the early 17th century and by 1690 there were eight 
in the Wye Valley.  On the Back Stream, which flows from the Dyke on the Rye to join the Wye at 
Loudwater, two paper mills date from around the 1740s.  These were initially known as Upper 
Marsh Mill (later as Marsh Green Mill) and Lower Marsh Mill (later as Beech Mill). 

Upper Marsh Mill started as a corn mill.  Quite 
when it was built cannot yet be established 
although parts of the miller’s cottage (Old Mill 
Cottage) appear from its construction to date 
from the 17th century. 

In 1739, land between the Wye and the Back 
Stream was leased by the Earl of Shelburne (of 
Loakes Manor, now 
Wycombe Abbey 
School) to one John 
Crouch, with a licence 
to build a paper mill, 
which was Lower 
Marsh.  The High 
Wycombe Parish Rate 
Book of 1742 listed a 
“new mill” at Upper 
Marsh, and a parish 
vestry meeting in 1744 
assessed the mill and 
rated it at £15 a year.  
Like Lower Marsh, it 
was probably leased 
from the Earl of Shelburne.  In 1750, Hugh 
Stratton insured the “utensils and stock” of a 
paper mill with the Sun Fire Insurance 
Company. 

By 1789, occupation of Upper Marsh Mill had 
passed to William Veary who insured the entire 
premises for £1,510.  This was broken down 
as: 

– brick and tiled dwelling house, £150; 

– water paper mill with the going gears 
thereunto belonging, loft over and 
drying house all adjoining separate 
from the above, timber and tiled, £330; 

– utensils and stock therein, £1,000; 

– rag house separate, £30. 

The following year Veary was granted a 61-year 
lease (notionally to cover 3 generations) by Lord 
Shelburne who by then had become the 
Marquess of Lansdowne and his son and heir 
the Earl of Wycombe.   

At £40 per year, the lease was due to expire in 
1850, but in 1798/9 Lord Shelburne sold the 
Loakes estate to John Smith, later the first 
Baron Carrington.  At the same time he 

auctioned off a number of the properties at the 
Town Hall in High Wycombe.  Veary entered 
the highest bid, of £700, and acquired the 
freehold of Upper Marsh Mill.  A few days later 
he mortgaged it to one William Seymour for 
£550.  (Even in those days, you didn’t get a 
100% mortgage!)  In 1818 it was remortgaged 

to Lord Carrington. 

In 1820 after Veary’s 
death, the property 
(mill, meadow and 
cottage) was sold on for 
£1,900, ending up in 
the hands of Samuel 
Edmonds, mealman, 
described in the Vestry 
Minutes of 1818 as an 
Overseer of the Poor.  It 
was at this time that 
documents and maps 
began to refer to it as 
“Marsh Green Mill”. 

By the early 1820s, a 
revolution was overtaking papermaking.  The 
new Fourdrinier machine, installed at Marsh 
Green by  Zachary Allnutt (who also had 
interests in Ash and Bassetsbury Mills) in 
1826, obviated the need for vats, greatly 
speeded up the process and threatened to 
make workers redundant. 

Marsh Green Mill, the wheelhouse on the left, in 1905.
Old Mill Cottage is hidden behind the mill. 

On 29 November 1830, an armed group of 
machine breakers, having destroyed the 
machine at Ash Mill, marched through the 
town to the second on their list, Marsh Green 
Mill.  Zachary Allnutt begged them to spare the 
machine, promising not to use it, but the 
rioters took no notice of him or of the Rev. 
Vincent Price JP who came to read the Riot 
Act, calling on all people unlawfully assembled 
to disperse peaceably to their homes. 

The rioters then moved on to destroy the 
machines at Wycombe Marsh and Kings Mills 
before a number of them were eventually 
rounded up and taken to Aylesbury Gaol to 
await trial.  In all they had caused £12,000 
worth of damage.  They were transported to 
Australia. The two ringleaders were sentenced 
to death but their sentences were subsequently 
commuted and they too were transported. 
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Although the Council levied a special rate to 
compensate the paper makers, this came too 
late for Zachary Allnutt who was declared 
bankrupt on 20 June 1837.  In October 1837 
Alfred Lane (recorded in the 1841 census as a 
papermaker) and Joseph Edmonds leased the 
mill but it is uncertain whether papermaking 
ever resumed there.  In the mid–1840s, it was 
occupied by Thomas Quarterman who 
converted it back to a corn mill.   

In 1858 Edmonds’ widow sold Marsh Green to 
George Darvill for £1,625, and in May 1866, 
George’s son Benjamin sold the “water corn 
mill, dwelling house, hereditaments and 
premises situate at Upper Marsh” for £2,500 to 
Lord Carrington but on the same day signed a 
tenancy agreement for the whole property now 
including watercress beds.  In 1899 Ben Darvill 
& Son were still running Marsh Green, by then 
water and steam. 

In 1911 the Marquess of Lincolnshire let Marsh 
Green Cottage to Sydney Mitford (later Lady 
Redesdale), mother of the celebrated Mitford 
sisters.  They used it as a country retreat and 
in 1925 Sydney bought the entire Marsh Green 
property from him for £1,750. 

A report by Stanley Freese in 1941 described 
the mill, which was “overshot” (i.e. the water 
passed over the top of the wheel): 

“All iron wheel 10ft wide. 12ft diameter, 3 sets 
of arms, square axle, overshot.  Very good 
wheel.  Iron wallower, large iron pit wheel, 8 
spoke, wood cog.  Two pairs of stones, up and 
down large iron nuts.  Conveyor screws. 
Counterpart is off bevel on underside of great 
spur.  Mill machinery was not burnt in [1935] 
fire.  White brick mill.  G. J. Mason rents it from 
Lady Redesdale.  Making poultry food, layers 
and growers mash etc.  Very substantial old 
beams everywhere.” 

Another article, also from the Simmons 
Collection (of Records relating to British 
Windmills and Watermills, compiled around 
1960) gives a less technical description: 

“Marsh Green Mill stands at a double bend in 
the Back Lane, which follows the Back Stream 
from near Bassetsbury Mill down to the ‘Happy 
Union’ at Loudwater where it reunites with the 
Wye. Situated west of the lane, Marsh Green 
Mill is end-on to the road, with a very 
substantial Mill House, lately occupied by Lord 
and Lady Redesdale and Unity, immediately 
south of it backing on to the mill-yard. Of white 
painted brick and weather boarding with tiled 
roofs and well kept green paintwork on doors 
and windows, the mill is not at all displeasing 
in appearance especially when viewed from the 
slopes of Keep Hill. Since the fire in the summer 
of 1935 which gutted the mill rather severely it 
has been well fitted with four pairs of stones 

and modern elevator equipment. The building is 
believed to be very old and certainly contains 
some fine timbers, whilst the machinery was 
partly of old fashioned construction before the 
fire. At the oats end of the mill in a wheelhouse, 
is the large and broad overshot wheel which is 
still in service although steam is installed. The 
sluice leads away beneath the adjoining lane 
whilst the mill-tail also passes under the lane 
after tunnelling beneath the mill-yard.” 

In January 1954 the mill, barn, old mill cottage 
and adjoining cottage were all listed Grade II.  

David Snoxell 

 
Diana, Nancy, Pam and Tom Mitford feeding chickens 
at the mill in about 1913. 

The history of Old Mill Cottage during the Mitford 
Period (1911-1949) is a story in itself.  We hope 
to find space for it in a future issue.  David 
Snoxell would like to hear of memories that 
readers may have of it during this period.–Ed. 
 

If Plays Please You… 
Our local Wycombe Swan theatre offers a varied 
programme of entertainment so cannot include 
many plays, but the riches of the London theatre 
are not far away. 

So I am thinking of forming a very informal 
group of theatre lovers to take advantage of cost 
savings available to groups.  Tickets for many 
National Theatre productions cost £10 to £25.  
For other NT shows they may cost up to £36 but 
there is a discount of £5.00 per ticket on the top 
three prices for groups of 12 or more. 

I have started with a bulk purchase of 10 tickets 
(£10 each) for Shakespeare’s Henry IV Part 1 on 
25 May (matinée).  By the time you read this, all 
these will probably have gone, but if you are 
interested in joining such a group visit to other 
shows at the National Theatre, please ring me 
on 01494 443590. 

Elsa Woodward
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Quarterly Meeting 

Roman Wycombe 
AT OUR first quarterly meeting of 2005, the 
Society enjoyed an excellent talk by Marc 
Meltonville.  Until recently he was the 
Education Officer at Wycombe Museum, but he 
is now an Experimental Archaeological Officer 
at Hampton Court Palace, reconstructing a 
Tudor kitchen there and travelling the world 
lecturing on Tudor and Georgian kitchens and 
culinary arts.  On this occasion he spoke on 
Roman Wycombe, and although he said it was 
not something he was an expert in, he made it 
an interesting account. 

There has been very little recording of Roman 
activities in this valley, formed by the ice age 
and melt water.  Even the name just meant 
“the valley over there with a stream in it” – 
hardly worth noting like Colchester, or London, 
or St Albans.  The people here belonged to a 
huge tribe,  the Catuvellauni, and were not 
troubled by the Romans: taxes etc were paid to 
Dorchester (now in Oxfordshire).  The Rye was 
not an obvious choice of location to build a 
villa.  Water was very close to the surface, and 
the foundations suffered a great deal of 
subsidence.  There was a spring there, 
Halliwell spring, and perhaps it was deemed to 
be a “holy” well.   

In 1724, workman found some mosaics when 
working on the Rye and a dig was made.  A 
mosaic, 14 ft square, was uncovered, with a 
pattern of a dog and a tree, several sea beasts 
and, at the corners, the four seasons.  Mr John 
Bates, a local draper, was so impressed that he 
had a carpet made in the same pattern but the 

mosaic was covered again.  In 1860, Mr Payne 
of the Society of Antiquities did another dig 
and uncovered the villa, with a portico, sundry 
apartments, a gatehouse with turrets, and a 
defensive wall.  Subsequent digs did more 
damage.  Local people treated the site as a 
quarry and used flints, stones and tiles for 
building, until the walls were down to the 
footings with no evidence of where the doors 
had been.  Early digs looked for valuables; 
leather, wood, shoes etc, that might give clues 
on the occupants’ lifestyle were not considered 
important and hardly recorded.  In the 1930 
dig, the Council minutes recorded more of the 
bickering that went on about the expense of a 
night watchman etc. than the finds! 

But the size of the bathhouse, the 100ft 
frontage and underfloor heating were more 
than was needed for the size of the villa, so it is 
possible that there was a temple there 
somewhere, too.  There were waterproof 
plunge-pools with coloured tiles, and there was 
evidence of extensive repairs and continuous 
upgrading, with an amount of broken tiles 
under the floor.  Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 
noted that in the 12th century the people of 
Wycombe were the last to give up the worship 
of water.  They were willing to go to church, 
but reluctant to give up the worship of the holy 
well!  

A vote of thanks for the good evening’s 
entertainment was given by Frances Alexander. 

Margaret Simmons 
 

Of Georgian Town Houses, a Labrador and Errant Cars 
If you know about those nice town houses in 
London Road opposite the Rye and next to 
Trinity United Reformed Church, this won‘t 
interest you very much, but if you don’t, you 
might like to know they were built in about 
1730 for the staff of the first Earl of 
Shelburne, after he bought Loakes House, 
now Wycombe Abbey School. 

When, later, Lord Shelburne moved away, the 
estate came into the ownership of the first 
Lord Carrington.  Later on, no longer needed 
by the estate, the houses went into private 
ownership. 

I remember one of them was owned by the 
late Alderman Ralph Jones, and he and his 
fat black labrador dog would walk rather 
majestically round to the Municipal Offices 
(now Wycombe District Council offices).  You 

could balance a penny on the dog’s fat nose 
until his master gave him the word and he 
tossed it in the air.  I think the penny was 
used to buy the dog a bun, but I’m not sure. 

The furniture factory, Nicholls and Janes, 
(true quality English furniture) was at one 
time at the lower end of St Mary Street, and it 
had a garden with a pear tree which produced 
fine fruit.  Many of you will know that Jack 
and Olive Scruton of fond memory lived at 17 
London Road, further down from the houses 
as above.   

And some of you will remember cars coming 
down Marlow Hill out of control, whizzing 
across the crossroads into St Mary Street.  
There were some nasty accidents and on one 
occasion a public house was demolished. 

Olivia Price 
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Letters 

A Long Way to Go to Catch a Bus 
My attention was caught by a National 
Express “bargain offer” – anywhere in the 
country, £9 or £18 return – half price for over 
60s.  WELL  it was an offer not to be missed, I 
have been promising myself a visit to my 
sister in Berwick on Tweed for YEARS, but 
the price was astronomical.  So off to the 
Tourist Information to book, before they 
changed their mind.  They were happy to 
make the booking – but NOT from Wycombe – 
National Express coaches no longer recognise 
Wycombe.  I must go to Milton Keynes or 
London, and pay the extra fare, and make 
earlier starts and awkward changes.  In the 
hours between seeing the advertisement and 
trying to book, I had planned to visit four far-
flung relations before the offer ran out on 
March 9th – but my dreams crashed around 
my feet.  We have a Transport Group – how 
about campaigning for recognition with 
National Express? 

Margaret Simmons 

The long-distance bus companies are not likely 
to make a time-consuming diversion to pick up 
passengers in Wycombe as things stand.  We 
think the Council are on the right lines in 
wanting a “Coach Way” (i.e. a long-distance 
bus stop) near Handy Cross.  However, they 
seem to want to locate it on the far side of the 
M40 in the AONB and Green Belt.  A far better 
location, not environmentally damaging, more 
convenient for Wycombe people and able to 
interface with Park and Ride etc, would be 
north of Handy Cross in the Cressex Island 
area.–Ed. 
 

Those Gates! 
Your photo on page 9 
[of the Winter 
Newsletter] is of the 
War Office Gates on 
Wendover Way on the 
Rye, which are Grade 
II listed.  They were 
erected in 1909 and 
moved about 25 
metres south to their 
present location.  They 
were bought by Lord 
Carrington when vari-
ous buildings, includ-
ing the old War Office 
in Pall Mall, were 
demolished.  They are 
not very visible as a 
beech hedge has 
grown up and the 
central gates were 

replaced by timber gates.  In date they are 
mostly 1780s, 1790s and mid-19th century.  I 
hope that solves the problem.  The photo 
looks pre-World War I so shows them before 
their minor relocation in the 1920s.  Full 
details are in the list description.  I got them 
listed in 1996. 

Martin Andrew 
WDC Conservation Officer 

Well, full marks to Martin Andrew for having 
obtained listing for the historic gates illustrated 
in our Winter Newsletter. 

But has listing made any difference?  The 
wrought iron work can now be seen just 
beyond the café by the Dyke.  Even 
acknowledging that the original gate itself was 
replaced (presumably many years ago) by an 
inappropriate wooden gate, the state of the 
surviving ironwork is rather sad.  It looks as 
though at some stage a bituminous coating 
was applied, but this has now largely flaked 
off, exposing the iron below.  In a couple more 
decades, all that will remain will be two large 
piles of rust. 

It would be a shame to see this modest part of 
our town’s heritage disappear altogether.  
Cannot layers of an appropriate protective 
coating and black paint be applied to the 
pillars and the adjoining railings, and the 
beech hedge be trimmed right back to reveal 
the ironwork in its proper glory?  And to ensure 
that it is properly appreciated, what about a 
small plaque with a picture of how they 
originally looked?–Ed. 

Then… 

…And Now 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome: 

Mr and Mrs E T Snapes of Sunters Wood Close, 
HW 

as new members. 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Miss K M Rylatt 
Mrs J Spence 

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. 
 

 

AGM 
Our AGM on 15 April will include talks by the 
each of the leaders of the Society’s groups about 
their work, and an opportunity for you to raise 
your concerns about things the Society is doing, 
or should be doing.  Please come! 
 

 

Please may we have… 
Your bric-a-brac! 
Please let us have your bric-a-brac for National 
Mills Day 8 May and for our charity stall on 2 
July.  We do not accept electrical goods, clothes 
or soft toys and any books should be in good 
condition.  Please contact Olivia Price on 01494 

527042 before delivering the goods to her 
garage. 

And your books (just to swap!) 
Don’t forget, April 15th is not just the AGM but 
our first Grand Book Swap.  Bring along your 
unwanted books (and take them back home if 
unsold).  Prices fixed at 50p for paperbacks, £1 
for hardbacks, unless the owner thinks 
otherwise. 
 

 

Who Dunnit? 
There’s been some bewilderment over the 
question of attributions.  The rule we follow in 
the Newsletter is that material is by who it says 
it’s by, except that when it doesn’t say, it’s been 
penned by the Editor.  The only exceptions are 
the front page, where the author always has to 
own up, and just below! 
 

 

Contributors’ Corner 
Once again, thank you to all those who have 
provided us with material for this Newsletter.  
You don’t have to be able to write – just an 
interesting photograph is enough to get us 
going.  Material should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 May, please.   

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 15th April 
7.30pm, The Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by Reports 
from the Society’s Groups.  First Grand Book swap (see above). 

Sunday 8th May 
11.00am-5.00pm  

National Mills Day.  Pann Mill turns again and mills flour.  Bric-a-
brac, plants, teas, cakes.  Also Water Trail at 2.30pm, start and 
finish at Pann Mill.  Town Trail, meet 2.30pm at the Parish 
Church, finish at Pann Mill. 

Friday 20th May 
7.30pm, The Guildhall 

Wycombe Arts Festival Meeting: “Chenies Manor, its History and 
Garden”.  Speaker: Mrs V Edwards.  (See p.7.) 

Friday, 10th June, 7.00-9.00pm 
Langham, Park Farm Road 

New members’ cheese and wine get-together. 

Wednesday 22nd June 
Meet at 1.15pm 

Visit for Society Members (car-share): Chenies Manor.  (See p.7.) 

Saturday 2nd July, 8.00am-noon 
Little Market House 

Charity Market Stall. 

Sunday 10th July 
11.00am-5.00pm 

Pann Mill Open Day, refreshments, plants, sale of flour.  Also 
Water Trail at 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Wednesday 27th July 
7.30pm, The Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: “An audio-visual tour of the Parish Churches of 
South Bucks”.  Speaker: M G Hardy, Society Member and local 
history lecturer. 

Sunday 14th August Members’ outing by shared cars: Stonor House, chapel and park. 
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