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Our Changing Town 
WELL, WHAT do you think so far?  In truth, it’s far too soon to say.  Eden High Wycombe is still a 
mass of scaffolding and builders’ accoutrements.  Some say it is just too massive and inhuman in 
scale, but “you can’t make omelettes without breaking eggs”, and Eden’s aim was to stop the 
commercial life haemorrhaging from our town because everybody went elsewhere to do their 
serious shopping.  The modern development will not overshadow the historic heart of our town.  
In just a year’s time, the shiny new stores will be opening, and in a couple of years after that, the 
people of Wycombe will have voted with their feet to say whether they like it or not! 

But now serious thought has to be given to what comes next.  The issues to be decided in the 
context of the Wycombe Development Framework (p.3) are endless – the University College, the 
Sports Centre, the Railway Station, housing, the list goes on and on.  But the key to the ambience 
of our town is the River Wye which, as Marc Meltonville reminded us recently (p.10), is the reason 
why Wycombe is here in the first place and underlies so much of its history.  Our Society has long 
campaigned to open it up and our Council has now embraced that aspiration with its “preferred 
plans” for the WDF.  As the local elections approach, we all need to remind our would-be 
Councillors how important this is if we are to restore a sense of history to our town after the 
destruction of the 1960s. 

Implementing this aim is not a straightforward task: the money has to be lined up and great care 
has to be taken with the new route for the A40 to ensure that the severance problem does not just 
move further away from the town centre.  But our two local authorities both believe it is a feasible 
proposition. 

Go for it, we say.  If you get it right, future generations of Wycombe people will be grateful. 

Chris Woodman 
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Planning This Quarter 
THE BEGINNING of this quarter was extremely busy as is the tail end, as reported below. 

BCUC Town Development  This application, 
after a short discussion on the proposal to 
enhance the front and carry out a major 
refurbishment of the site, was formally 
permitted at the Development Control 
Committee meeting on 13 December.  The 
Group will now continue to monitor the ongoing 
reserved matters to ensure that the general 
design is in keeping with the town centre. 

Wellesbourne Campus  This application was 
also debated at the Development Control 
Committee meeting on 13 December.  After a 
very long and at times intense debate, the 
Development Control Committee refused 
permission for this development.  In total there 
were some 11 areas that the Committee felt 
were in conflict not only with local policies but 
also with Government guidelines and the South 
East Plan.  These included green spaces, failure 
to meet a high standard of design, car parking 
for new and existing residents and visitors, the 
character of the Chilterns AONB, the need for 
community facilities including recreation, 
affordable housing, transport strategy, the 
retention and maintenance of open space, public 
art and failure to provide for school and nursery 
places.  Clearly this application should have had 
a great deal more work done on it prior to it 
being presented to the Development Control 
Committee.  The Group will monitor the next 
steps in what is now seen as a long drawn-out 
issue. 

Terriers Farm  There is no further news with 
regard to Terriers Farm.  However, the Group 
will consider this under the Local Development 
Framework proposals. 

Wycombe Marsh Residential Development  The 
Group have made their comments known to 
Wycombe District Council regarding this 
application.   One of the main concerns is the 
effect on traffic on to and off London Road 
especially at the junction with Micklefield Road.  
The traffic lights already implemented continue 
to give concern as to their performance and 
synchronisation.  There will be similar concerns 
about the Curry’s junction when implemented. 

South East Plan  The Group are now deeply 
involved in preparing their position for the 
formal subregional hearing on 28 March.   Some 
of the Group have attended some of the main 
regional debates as members of the public as 
well as some subregional discussions, all of 
which supplies information for the subregional 
hearing in which we are to participate. 

I am pleased to report that Wycombe District 
Council’s own representations on the sub-

regional issues appear to dovetail with the 
Society’s thinking.   It is now proposed to meet 
with them prior to the big day.  I hope to give a 
full report at the Annual General Meeting in 
April. 

All Saints’ Church  The Group were invited to 
attend a presentation by the Church and their 
architects on their proposals for enhancing parts 
of the west end of the church to allow for 
expanding activities and also to incorporate 
some of the church offices within the church 
instead of at Oakley Hall.  The Group have 
passed their comments to the appropriate 
church committee and have proposed a further 
meeting at the church to understand more fully 
their proposals.  It is recognised that this is a 
sensitive issue and great care is being taken to 
assist the Church in this matter. 

Wycombe Development Framework  The fourth 
round of public consultation has now begun (see 
p.3).  The Group will be represented at all the 
sessions, covering the M40 Gateway, High 
Wycombe Town Centre and the Green Street and 
Desborough area.  As we go to press they have 
already attended several sessions including one 
on the Hughenden Corridor. 

Planning Applications  Concern has been 
expressed as to the future availability of hard-
copy drawings of major developments, as the 
Government are encouraging developers to 
provide electronic applications only.  This will be 
discussed at the District Council’s Customer 
Advisory Committee to be attended by Tony 
Fooks on 21 March. 

Comments have also been received about 
neighbours of potential application sites not 
being informed.  These have been passed on to 
the Development Control Department.  Should 
any members be affected in this way would they 
please let our Planning Group Leader, Tony 
Fooks, know on 01494 526580. 

The main new large application currently under 
review by the Group is for the Ski Slope in Abbey 
Barn Lane. 

Tony Fooks 

*     *     *     * 

“Marquis or marquess?” (see p.4) 

Which spelling to use is a much discussed point.  
Whitaker says “Marquess” but “Marquis is preferred 
in Scotland for pre-Union creations”.  David Snoxell 
reports that the current Marquis of Lansdowne calls 
himself “Marquis” and the title was “Marquis” when 
created.  So “Marquis” it is on pp.4-5!—Ed. 
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STOP PRESS:  What should be done with Frogmoor?  In the Council’s words, it’s “not working”, and that’s not just the ill-built
fountain which may be too costly to repair.  They want your thoughts on how Frogmoor can be made an asset for the town.  E.g.
would you want a coffee pavilion, or some green space (your editor’s off-the cuff ideas).  What would work?  Contact Tony Fooks.
 
The Wycombe Development 

Framework Goes Site-SpecificIF  imagine the future…4 or 
IF THE Council’s distribution contractors have been doing their job in your area (and they haven’t 
everywhere!), you will all have received an 8-page tabloid document about Phase 4 of WDC’s 
consultation exercise on the Local Development Framework, which is to replace the current Local Plan 
to 2016.  The full site allocations document is very specific about the Council’s “preferred options” for 
what goes where, and as we go to press, seven evening consultation meetings are being held for local 
people to comment.  Members of your Planning Group have attended four of these, and although they 
were all prefaced by the same presentation by WDC officers on the WDF process, which were then 
followed by “workshop” sessions at individual tables, they turned out to be quite a mixed bag. 

The first meeting was on the so-called 
“Hughenden Corridor”, held at the Hub in Easton 
Street, which particularly addressed the future 
of Hughenden Road and the Compair and De La 
Rue sites.  There was a good, thoughtful 
atmosphere, because there had been a history of 
consultation with local people.  The Council 
explained that their preferred option was for the 
Compair site to house the Council’s new sports 
centre to replace Handy Cross.  However, 
although they were still minded to have the new 
spine road through the two sites act as a 
replacement for the Hughenden Road as the 
A4128 out of town, they had decided against the 
option for it to link back to the A4128 by cutting 
across the corner of Hughenden Park.  Many 
specific points were made following the 
workshop, including the relationship between the 
new road and the Hughenden Stream which 
would become a green corridor, and some 
doubts were expressed as to whether Compair 
was the right place for the new Sports Centre, 
but the atmosphere remained good and 
constructive. 

The second meeting we attended was held at 
John Hampden Grammar School and focused on 
the “M40 Gateway”.  It was attended by 
residents from Cressex and also from the 
Bassetsbury Area.  Here the Council team 
encountered suspicion and hostility, with 
residents asserting that the Council had already 
taken decisions despite assurances to the 
contrary.  Eventually the workshop format 
helped defuse the situation, and some useful 
views emerged.  Many Cressex people wanted 
the new Sports Centre to be sited where the 
current one is, and some people had the vision 
that in due course the football stadium might be 
relocated from Sands to the Handy Cross area 
(including Cressex Island or the “Abbey Barn 
South” area) next to the M40.  The Society has 
supported the Council’s proposal to locate the 
new “coachway” and associated park-and-ride 
on the Sports Centre site.  The Bassetsbury 
residents focused on their opposition to the use 
of the allotments site for housing and 
particularly the access arrangements, which 
seemed very unclear. 

The third meeting attended (as we go to press) 
was intended to be about the town centre, but 

took place at the King’s Centre in Desborough 
Road, and attracted many Desborough Road 
residents and shopkeepers (although a meeting 
specifically about the Desborough area was due 
to take place at Green Street Community Centre 
the following week).  It was another difficult 
meeting, although very worthwhile.  The 
Desborough people were very concerned about 
many things, including access to the bus station 
and parking restrictions, and clearly felt that the 
Eden development was not going to help them.  
Our member, Bill Pollard, Manager of the 
Chiltern Centre, said there had been talk of 
integration of the whole town centre from the 
High Street to Desborough Road, but he saw no 
action towards that.  From the Society’s point of 
view, one of the meeting’s majority conclusions, 
fortunately, was to support the eventual removal 
of the Abbey Way, but it was made clear that 
this was conditional on the acceptability of the 
alternative route (currently proposed to run from 
Queen Alexandra Road to Westbourne Street via 
the Gas Works site and Desborough Road).  
Many Desborough Road people were far more 
concerned about short-term issues than long-
term visions, and it seemed clear that new 
efforts need to be made to improve local 
consultation arrangements, and that these need 
to include Bucks County Council (who were not 
represented at officer level) as well as WDC. 

Overall, it is clear that our District Council, their 
members and officers have entered into the 
latest round of consultations on the Local 
Development Framework with great energy and 
commitment – which is the envy of many of our 
ANTAS colleagues and indeed attracts 
favourable comment by several of our neighbour-
ing councils.  Equally, it is clear that many 
people want to be involved and have a lot of 
useful thoughts to contribute. 

If you have views on the Site Allocations 
Document, then dig out that 8-page tabloid 
document that should have fallen through your 
door during the last month.  You may just have 
time to send in your comments to the Council by 
the deadline of 21 March.  If not, then at least 
let Tony Fooks or another member of the 
Society’s Planning Group have your views.  In 
practice, there are usually ways to influence 
things even after deadlines have passed. 
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The Contribution of the Earls of Shelburne to the 
Development of High Wycombe in the Eighteenth Century 

IN 1700, Henry Petty (1675-1751), Baron, then Earl (1719), of Shelburne in Ireland bought the 
Manors of Temple Wycombe, Loaks, Windsor or Chapel Fee from Thomas Archdale.  The 17th century 
Loaks (spelt “Loakes” in the 19th century) Mansion House was the seat of the estates.  Three 
generations later, in 1799, the estates were purchased by the first Lord Carrington.  He changed the 
name of Loaks to Wycombe Abbey and transformed it into the castellated building we see today.  The 
Shelburnes were closely associated with the politics of the Borough and did much to change the face 
of High Wycombe in the second half of the eighteenth century. 

Henry Petty survived all his children and on his 
death in 1751 the estates passed to his nephew, 
John Fitzmaurice (1706-1761), who took the 
Petty name and was re-created Earl of 
Shelburne.  As an Irish peer, the Earl could sit in 
the House of Commons and did so for Chepping 
Wycombe.  On receiving the 
English title of Baron Wycombe 
in 1760, he moved to the House 
of Lords, leaving the 
parliamentary seat to his 23-
year old son, William (1737-
1805).  But in May 1761 John 
died and William succeeded his 
father and took his seat in the 
Lords as Baron Wycombe. 

The first Earl seems to have 
done little for the town although 
for a brief period (1722-27) he 
was MP for Wycombe, having 
been MP for Marlow (1715-22).  
But his nephew took much more 
interest, being elected a 
burgess, then an alderman and, 
in 1754, one of the two 
Wycombe MPs.  His most 
notable gift was the construction 
of a new Town Hall in 1757, designed by the 
architect Henry Keene who was working on 
Shelburne’s other seat, Bowood House in 
Wiltshire.  The stone inscription on what is now 
called the Guildhall baldly states: ‘Erected in the 
Year of Our Lord 1757 at the expense of John, 
Earl of Shelburne in memory of which the 
Corporation caused this to be written’.  Along 
with the Manorial lordship of Temple Wycombe 
went the advowson (right to appoint the Vicar) of 
the Parish Church.  John Petty commissioned 
his architect, Keene, to build the decorative 
Gothic pinnacles on the top of the tower in 
1755.  The galleried Shelburne pew, installed in 
the chancel by Keene in 1754, was moved to 
Wycombe Abbey in 1858. 

In the North Chapel, John erected, in 1754, a 
grand marble monument, which blocks a 
window, to his uncle, who had left £2,000 in his 
will for this purpose.  It is by the Flemish 
sculptor, Peter Scheemakers, who also sculpted 
the Shakespeare monument in Westminster 
Abbey.  The first Earl reclines on a sarcophagus 

bearing a medallion containing a bust of his 
father, William Petty, the founder of the family 
fortunes.  The Earl, Countess and their children, 
all of whom the Earl outlived, are represented by 
life-size figures in Roman dress portraying 
Roman virtues.  Even two of his children who 

died in infancy are there as 
cherubs.  The Earl and Countess 
and some of their family are 
buried beneath.  Propped on the 
floor between a pillar and the 
organ casing is a memorial 
plaque, currently hidden from 
view, to the Earl’s eldest 
daughter, Julia, who died in 
1719 aged 23.  It states that 
she is buried ‘near this place’.  
It would be nice if this plaque 
could be reassembled and 
united with the Shelburne 
monument near where it was 
once displayed. 

Loaks House was enlarged by 
the addition of a three-storey 
east wing designed by Keene.  A 
start was made on extending the 
grounds around the House but 

John died in 1761.  His heir, William, changed 
the configuration of the south side of the town as 
he enlarged and enclosed his domain.  In 1762 
he persuaded the Borough that he should divert 
the old Maidenhead road running where the 
Dyke now is to the north of the Rye, so as to 
move it from proximity to the park he was to 
develop.  He extended his grounds north on land 
leased by his father from the Borough along St 
Mary’s Street.  This entailed the demolition of 
several cottages.  In 1764, Horsenden Lane (now 
Queen Victoria Road) was leased (for 99 years) 
for one shilling a year from the Common Council 
by the Earl.  It became the carriage drive to the 
House, with gates on the High Street.  Lord 
Carrington was to transform this entrance into 
the Rupert Gates.  The Shelburne Gates were 
found a home at Daws Hill House.  The Marlow 
Road, which passed on the east side of the 
House, and thus crossed the planned park, was 
rebuilt on the west side to join St Mary’s Street.  
Capability Brown who had designed the park at 
Bowood was commissioned to landscape Loaks 

The great baroque monument,
sculpted by Peter Scheemakers, to
the first Earl of Shelburne, in the
Parish Church. 
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in the eighteenth century fashion.  He created a 
long lake (now the Dyke) out of the Back Stream, 
and at the eastern end a dam, cascade and 
grotto (filled in by the Borough Council in the 
1960s).  Samuel Auld, the Earl’s agent, wrote to 
William on 8 October 1762:  

“The Iron Gates is up
neighbours as being a great ornament to the Town.  I wish 
your Lordship will make them a visit.  I have regulated the 
ground near the Gates.  The rest I leave to Mr Brown.”   

The gates are thought to have been those of th
St Mary’s Street entrance and to have been 
given by Lord Shelburne in 1770 and re-erected 
at the south entrance to the churchyard.  They 
might also have been moved at the time of 
Wyatt’s remodelling of the house and entrance 
lodges for Lord Carrington.  Shelburne is 
thought to have given the land for the building in 
the 1760s of the parish workhouse in 
Bassetsbury Lane. 

William married La
6 years later in 1771, aged 25, and was buried 
in the family vault.  Lord Shelburne had a heroic 
marble monument 
erected by the Genoese 
sculptor, Agostino 
Carlini, depicting her in 
classical mode with her 
two sons.  It was erected 
in the South Chapel of All 
Saints where it blocks 
the window opposite the 
Petty monument.  The 
inscription reads: ‘Her 
price was far above 
rubies.  Her children 
arise up and call her 
blessed.  Her husband 
also and he praiseth her 
(Solomon).’ In 1778, 
1789 and 1793 respectively, Shelburne’s 
younger son by Sophia, his second wife and 
brother were also buried in the family vault in 
the North Chapel. 

Having served earli

W

ecretary for Trade and 
Secretary for the Southern Department (a 
forerunner of the Foreign Office, formed in 1782) 
Shelburne was appointed Prime Minister (July 
1782 – February 1783), just 266 days, during 
which the negotiations of the draft Treaty of 
Paris with the American colonies were 
conducted, following the War of Independence.  
For his pains he was, in 1784, created Marquis 
(for spelling, see p.2!–Ed.) of Lansdowne and Earl 
of Chepping Wycombe, a courtesy title that his 
eldest son used.  After the death of his second 
wife in 1789, the Marquis retired to Bowood, 
leaving the Wycombe estates in the hands of his 
son, John Henry, Earl of Wycombe (1765-1809).  
John had been elected an MP for the Borough in 
1786 and remained so for 20 years.  In 1788 he 
and his brother presented two bells (nos. 3 and 
4) to the Parish Church. 

In 1798, the Marquis, be
his son decided to dispose of the Wycombe 
estates.  The Particulars of Sale listed the 
properties in 42 lots to be sold by auction at the 
Town Hall on 13th-14th August 1798.  The 
estates were described as “Freehold, Copyhold, 
and Dean and Chapter Estates, truly delightful 
and most advantageously situate at High 
Wycombe in the County of Bucks, 29 miles from 
London and within 25 miles from Oxford, 
comprising the Manors of Temple Wycombe, 
Loaks, Windsor or Chapel Fee”, about 1386 
acres.  Lot One (Loaks Mansion House) was 
listed as an ancient brick and stone structure 
with its offices, pleasure grounds, canal, 
plantations, gardens, walks, lawns, farm, lands 
and woods, abundantly stocked with fine timber, 
beech wood etc, about 308 acres.  It was bought 
by a Mr Roberts for 10,000 guineas and other 
lots were bought by an Elisha Biscoe but the real 
purchaser was Robert Smith, the recently 
ennobled Baron Carrington.  It was not unusual 
for a wealthy buyer to wish to remain incognito, 
having agents purchase estates, and then for a 

private act of Parliament 
to transfer ownership to 
the real purchaser.  Only 
later, in 1799, did Lord 
Carrington become the 
owner of most of the 
Shelburne estates. 

On the death of the 
Marquis (at Lansd
House, Berkeley Square 
on 7 May 1805) Lord 
Carrington acquired the 
manorial lordship of 
Loaks and the advowson 
of the Parish Church.  
Although he had not lived 

in the Borough for 16 years the Marquis was 
buried on 14th May in the family vault, but no 
tablet or memorial was erected to him.  The 
entry in the burial register records his many 
titles, including a doubtful one (“most Noble 
Puissant Prince”), and also his membership of 
the Privy Council, but none of his military 
achievements (he rose to be a General) or his 
ministerial appointments, were cited.  Nor does 
a report of his death in The Times of 9 May 
mention them, though it comments that “the 
long political life of this Nobleman in and out of 
office is very well known to the public at large”.  
The Times did not report the burial but a 
description in vol. 75 of the Gentleman’s 
Magazine for 1805 states: “The coffin was 
covered with black velvet, ornamented with a 
silver gilt inscription plate, handles and nails.  
The funeral procession was extremely plain, 
agreeable to the wishes of his Lordship, and 
consisted of the hearse, covered with 
escutcheons and drawn by six horses; three 

ycombe Abbey (formerly Loakes Manor) as it
stands today. 
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mourning coaches and six mounts on horseback; 
the Marquis’s private carriage with four horses, 
followed by Sir Francis Baring’s chariot also 
drawn by four horses”.  A plain procession 
indeed! 

The omission of any memorial to the Marquis is 
a bit of a mystery. He had fallen out with his 
son. His unpopularity in the country, arising in 
part from radical policies he had espoused, 
including American Independence, may have 
been a factor.  Some 200 years later his role and 
that of Benjamin Franklin in the negotiation of 
the Treaty of Paris in 1783 were commemorated 
by the insertion, in 1990, of a coloured glass 
pane in the east window of the North Chapel.  
But nowhere is he recognised as prime minister.  
It is a rare distinction for a parish church 

(although Hughenden church has Disraeli) to 
have an eminent statesman and former Prime 
Minister buried in its vaults, more especially one 
that played such an important part in the birth 
of the United States.  It would be interesting to 
locate the Shelburne vault and the Marquis’ 
coffin, which must be beneath the floor of the 
North Chapel.  Unfortunately the memorial 
stones there were replaced by tiles, now covered 
by a carpet, at the time of G E Street’s 
restoration, 1873-75. Surprisingly even the 
Victorians did not see fit to preserve his 
memory. 

I am indebted to the Marquis of Lansdowne, 
John Gore and Malcolm Walker for material for 
this article. 

David Snoxell 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Open Spaces Society considers five year plan  
It is good for any organisation to take a step 
back to see where it is going and whether its 
priorities are changing.  The Open Spaces 
Society is doing just that by preparing to work 
on a five year plan, using their long-term 
objectives of protecting and enhancing Common 
Land, Greens, public rights of way and Open 
Spaces.  The Society is also considering ways of 
increasing its membership and the effect that 
the changes it will eventually propose will have 
on the Society, such as governance, staffing and 
finance. 

New Edition of the “Yellow Book”  Something 
that is definitely not new to the Open Spaces 
Society is their book “Our Common Land: The 
Law and History of Common Land and Village 
Greens”.  The first edition was published in 
1971 and has been used by many campaigners 
to make sense of the legislation surrounding 
Common Land.  No doubt the sixth edition will 
soon be as well-thumbed as all the previous 
editions. 

Bad news on BOATS  The Chiltern Society 
reports that five lanes in Chesham have had 
rulings on their “upgrade” to BOATS (Byways 
Open To All Traffic).  Two were rejected, but the 
remaining three have been upheld as BOATS and 
are therefore legally accessible to motor traffic.  
An action group has now formed to coordinate 
objections to the Order to upgrade the 
bridleways, but the problem facing the objectors 
is that the only valid objections are those based 
on the evidence of historical prior use of the 
lanes by the public in vehicles, i.e. the objectors 
must show that they are too narrow and with soil 
surface which is unsuitable for any form of 
traffic.  It seems incredible that issues such as 
public safety and the protection of the 
countryside and its wildlife have no bearing on 
the decision at all.  This surely illustrates that 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 was a very 
bad piece of legislation. 

Amersham Society 50th Year Commemoration 
Booklet  The Amersham Society has produced a 
booklet on the history of the Society as part of 
its 50th Anniversary celebrations (2006).  This is 
a lovely, well-illustrated booklet on the 
achievements of this fine Society.  Copies are 
available from the Amersham Museum for 
£2.00. 

SPAB Mills Section  The Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings has always 
advocated skilful repair of old buildings, using 
suitable techniques to minimise the loss of 
building fabric.  The SPAB Mills Section has 
recently formed a “Millwright Fellowship” to 
promote the skilled restoration of mills.  They 
are to run a training scheme to pass on the 
crafts associated with millwrighting. 

Red kites with sinister motives??  In the Winter 
edition of the Widmer End News Trevor Dean 
writes an amusing letter on his observations of a 
red kite.  During maintenance on the outside of 
his house, Trevor noticed a red kite watching 
intently as he painted an end gable, and which 
then flew away when he had finished.  The next 
day Trevor began painting the other gable and 
the kite resumed its vigil.  Trevor’s theory was 
that it was hoping he would fall off the ladder, 
and so supply the kite with a ready food supply, 
as of course they are mainly carrion eaters.  He 
mentioned this theory to a red kite expert, who 
said that the bird was merely inquisitive and 
indeed he had been followed by them when out 
cycling.  Trevor couldn’t help wondering if the 
birds were merely curious, or waiting for him to 
fall off. 

This letter gave me food for thought, as two red 
kites were watching very intently when I was 
attaching some fabric shading to my greenhouse 
roof last summer... 

Frances Presland
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Ancient Roads (IV) – The Priory Back Lane 
This is the fourth of Noreen Talbot’s series of articles which we began in last Summer’s issue.–Ed. 

It is obvious that there are some interesting 
facades in Castle Street: Tudor timber-framing 
at the building where cars can turn to park 
behind Thame House, and windows of various 
periods at first and second floor levels over the 
shops, as you walk towards Priory Road. 

These were never a priory, but tenements 
belonging to a priory, possibly Godstowe Abbey 
which received land including All Saints and its 
land and property from Henry II.  However, 
Missenden Abbey also owned properties in 
Wycombe.  So these buildings provided rents 
for the upkeep of the priory in the Middle Ages. 

If you walk up Priory Road and then along the 

first side of the Wesley Methodist Church that 
you come to, you can see the backs of the 
Priory Buildings and far more of their history is 
revealed in the windows, roofs and building 
styles.  But if you look at the narrow lane 
behind them you can get an indication of its 
use long ago as a lane parallel to Castle Street, 
lying just below the town fields.  But you can 
also see the long, narrow strip gardens, the 
original medieval parcels of land where the 
tenants would have grown vegetables or 
perhaps kept a pig and chickens.  Medieval 
Wycombe is still with us! 

Noreen Talbot 
 

 

Appealing for a Neighbourhood 
Lots of us love our neighbourhood.  We who live 
there know what makes it different, 
characteristic, and homely to us.  And 
sometimes neighbourhoods are threatened.   

So it was with considerable interest that your 
editor attended a public inquiry into an appeal 
against the refusal of proposals to “redevelop” 
three houses (Nos. 212-216) in Desborough 
Avenue.  One semi-detached pair would be 
demolished and replaced by a block of 14 flats 
built away into the long back gardens, with 
underground parking at the rear.  Just one of the 
neighbouring semi-detached pair would be 
demolished (with the other “half” left standing) 
and be replaced by a similar half-building except 
that the ground floor would be turned into a 
drive-through passageway for the cars to park! 

Needless to say, the owner of the soon-to-be 
ravaged semi was in high dudgeon, but there is 
actually no law against demolishing a property 
and leaving a party wall, although surveyors 
must cooperate and building regulations be 
conformed to.  However, many neighbours were 
up in arms about the impact of the proposed 
construction on the elegant, regularly spaced 
“street scene”.  Much evidence was given by 
learned counsel on this, and on the site visit, the 
inspector looked down on the scene from Carver 
Hill.  But a great mass of evidence was also 
heard about the arcane rules concerning 
overlooking and “dominating”, and in the end, 
the really telling impact of the visit was from the 
steeply rising gardens to the rear which brought 
home the degree of crowding and overlooking 
that would be inevitable.  

The Wycombe District Council planning team 
appeared fairly confident that their refusal would 
be upheld by the inspector.  We shall find out at 
the beginning of March! 

 

Thank you Angela 
For the past 6 years Angela Rees has been our 
Programme Secretary, after originally volun-
teering on the spur of the moment.  The 
interesting and stimulating talks we have 
enjoyed are down to her enthusiasm and 
diligent research in finding topics and speakers 
of interest to Society members.  Last summer’s 
popular outing to Fawley Railway Museum was 
another of Angela’s brainwaves.  Angela is 
stepping down from this role but happily is 
staying with the Programme and Membership 
Group. 

We welcome Jackie Kay as our new Programme 
Secretary.  Jackie, a National Trust volunteer, 
is an enthusiastic supporter of Society events 
and she is already looking through her address 
book for possible speakers in 2008-09. 

Jackie will always be pleased to receive 
suggestions for topics, speakers or outings that 
members can recommend.  Her phone number 
is 01494 534876. 

Programme and 
Membership Group 

 

 

Musical memorabilia 
Further to the item in the last Newsletter, on 
whether or not Paul Simon wrote Homeward 
Bound at High Wycombe station, I once heard 
that Stewart Copeland, drummer with the 
1980s band Police, married his first wife at the  
Register Office on Amersham Hill. 

Does anyone know if this is true? 

Denise Lindsay 

Denise would like to hear of any other musical 
associations in our town, and so would I!– Ed. 
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Early Professional Photographers In Wycombe 
Part 1 – 1860-1905 

THE EARLIEST record of a photographer offering services in High Wycombe is an entry in the 1864 
edition of Kelly’s Trade Directory by W C Sansome of Easton St.  Three years later, on 14 December 
1867, Sansome placed an advertisement in the Bucks Free Press announcing a ‘Great Reduction in 
Price’ on Cartes de Visite (CdV), at six for five shillings. 

The CdV was a type of photograph made 
popular from the mid-1850s.  Measuring 2⅛ x 
3½ inches, the size of a business card, it was 
mounted on a card sized 2½ x 4 inches.  In 
1854, a Parisian photographer, Disdéri, 
patented a method of taking eight separate 
negatives on a single plate.  Then in May 1859 
he had the good fortune to be in the right place 
at the right time as Napoleon III interrupted his 
march to war to pose for a photograph in 
Disdéri’s studio.  As a 
result, the CdVs became 
enormously popular and 
were traded among 
friends and visitors.  
This led to the 
publication and collect-
ion of photographs of 
prominent persons.  
Card mania spread 
throughout Europe, and 
albums for the 
collection and display of 
cards became a 
common fixture in 
Victorian parlours. 

On 10 July 1868 
Sansome appeared at 
court charged with using indecent and obscene 
language towards one Robert Craft.  Apparently 
Craft claimed that Sansome said to him as he 
passed “you old ----” (the actual word is not 
stated in the press report!), and despite the fact 
that were no witnesses Sansome was fined 10s. 
with costs of 12s.6d.  But the monetary penalty 
seems to have been small compared to the 
impact on his photography business, because 
on 5 November 1869 he placed another ad in 
the BFP offering “his business to let”.  This ad 
is also interesting because in it Sansome 
claims that his business had been established 
for 15 years, which puts the starting year at 
1855. 

Sansome’s business may also have been 
affected by the appearance of competitors.  On 
26 June 1868 an A Szarkowski ‘Photographer 
from Poland’ had placed an ad in the BFP for 
‘superior’ Cartes de Visite at 6s. per dozen, 
considerably undercutting Sansome’s advert-
ised price of 10s. per dozen.  But Szarkowski 
appears only to have been ‘passing through’ 
the town, because the ad stated ‘An early visit 
will oblige, as his stay is limited”.  It was not so 

very limited though, because he placed another 
ad in the BFP on 27 November 1868, stating 
‘for one month only’, and also saying that he 
was based at 3 Crendon Villas.  Nothing more 
is heard from him after this, but a third 
photographer had advertised in the BFP on 23 
October 1868.  This was Laz Roberts, operating 
from Hughenden Road, Frogmoor Gardens, 
and he considerably reduced the price for CdVs 
to 3s.6d. per dozen. 

Also on 5 November 
1869 a company based 
in Regent St and High 
Holborn, the London 
Photo Copying Co., 
started to advertise 
CdVs, including en-
largements to 10 ins. 

Early in 1870 Laz 
Roberts moved his 
business to 85 Easton 
Street, placing an ad in 
the BFP on 16 March to 
say he was applying for 
permission to move, 
and then on 29 March 
announcing that he had 
moved and was now 

open for business.  Later in the year, on 
2 September, he advertised that he was 
“working on entirely new process of his own, 
Chromophotography, and taking life-like CdVs 
in Natural Colours’’.  The last we hear of Laz 
Roberts is in 1875 when he advertised in 
Judson’s Trade Directory.  Two other 
photographers appeared in 1870: advertising 
on 20 May were F and H Dann working in 
Hughenden Rd but also able to take “special 
arrangements for sittings to be made at 23, 
Easton Street, or at the Glass Room’’.  And on 
27 May a Mr Thorpe was working at Denmark 
Street.  The Danns are interesting, because 
they are the first photographers to advertise 
landscape as well as portrait photography.   

The year 1877 seems to have been an eventful 
one, with two new photographers coming to the 
town, both taking large front-page ads in the 
BFP on 21 September to publicise their arrival.  
Henry W Taunt & Co announced that their 
Photographic Gallery at 81 Easton Street was 
under entirely new management.  This 
company was well established in Oxford, at 9 
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ld appear that 

o 1888 the 

competitive advertising by Taunt and 

y a barrage 

 successful that in 

 years of the new century, three 

Mike Dewey 

Acknowledgement: I am greatly i

Update on SWOP 

and 19 Broad Street.  The second 
announcement was that the Frogmoor 
Photographic Studio was now open at 3 Oxford 
Street, “conducted by Mr J P Starling from A J 
Melhuish Esq. FRAS, of Portman Square, 
London, Photographer to the Royal Family’’.  
The ad went on to say that Mr Starling had 
“practised the different Branches of the Art 
under the best masters in each Department of 
the Profession”.  Both Taunt and Starling ran 
adverts every week in the BFP up until the end 
of 1877, so clearly competition was fierce.  
From Trade directories it wou
Taunt’s continued to 
operate in Wycombe up to 
about 1888, and the last 
appearance of Starling was 
in 1905. 

From 1877 t
town seems to have been 
served by the two 
photographers, Taunt in 
Easton St, and Starling in 
Frogmoor Gardens, except 
for a brief period in the 
early 1880s when a 
Francis Hill, trading at 
17 Oxford St, Dovecot 
Meadow, appears in 
Kelly’s.  But in 1888 another newcomer to the 
town was F J Findlow & Co, operating at 28 
High St, then moving to 5 Easton Street, and 
last appearing in Kelly’s in 1915. 

After the 
Starling in 1877, there were no more ads in the 
BFP until 1899/1900, when there was another 
frenzy of activity.  This was initiated by a short-
lived collaboration between Starling and 
Edward Sweetland, who had announced their 
partnership by ads in March and August 1899, 
operating from Frogmoor Gardens.  However, 
the Starling/Sweetland partnership lasted less 
than a year, until the end of 1899. 

Readers of the BFP were assailed b
of advertising in the first issue of the new year 
1900.  One complete column down the centre 
of the front page of the newspaper was taken 
by Starling, who emphasized his experience 
with the words “Established in 1877’’ and 
“under the distinguished patronage of Her 
Majesty the Queen’’, and a long list of local 
worthies who presumably had been his clients.  
As well as landscape photography, Starling 
stressed his work for the local chair 
manufacturers: “Great care is taken in 
photographing sample Suites and Chairs, J. P. 
Starling having had many years experience in 
producing them for nearly all the leading firms.  
Special precaution is taken that none but the 
Owners shall have access to their own 
designs.’’ The next largest ad was by F. J. 
Findlow, who emphasized his “Day and Electric 
Light Studio’’, the latter being “fitted with 

Latest and most Powerful Photographic Arc 
Lamps invented’’.  The smallest ad was by 
Edward Sweetland, who described himself as a 
“Photographic Artist Late of the Firm of 
Starling and Sweetland”.  Children’s portraits 
were described as a speciality, with “special 
quotations for Chair Manufacturers”.  His 
address was the Crown House Studio, Crown 
Lane (where he lived with his mother and 
father), but with a show window at 81 Easton 
Street.  Small the ad may have been, but it was 
not long before Sweetland’s firm was the 

largest photographer in 
town. 

The Sweetland business 
was so
January 1904 Edward was 
able to pay £3,075 to 
purchase No. 21 High 
Street, the White House.  
And over the next 10 years 
he spent around £320 on 
improving and making 
alterations to the building.  
At this time his 
photographic studio seems 
to have been located in a 
purpose-built detached 
building at the rear, 

probably having a glass roof to maximize 
natural light. 

So in the early

Group portrait of the artists of Mr Starling (centre),
with Edward Sweetland, left, c.1900.  Reproduced
by courtesy of High Wycombe Library. 

photographers – Starling, Findlow, and 
Sweetland – were in competition for the town’s 
demand for a photographic service, and this 
demand was expanding.  The town became 
more prosperous as the chair-making centre of 
the country, the manufacturers needing 
photographs to publicise their products, and 
their families needing to record their prosperity 
in photographs. 

ndebted to 
Dr Harvey Coltman who carried out the research 
in Trade Directories and newspapers on which 
this article is based.–MD. 

As we go to press, the Society’s photographic 
collection (see the Winter issue of the 
Newsletter, p.7) is 70% catalogued and 10% 
scanned for the SWOP (Sharing Wycombe’s Old 
Photographs) project.  The target date for the 
official launch, depending on progress in 
transferring the images and data to the Bucks 
County Council website, is the end of June.  
After that, all our photographs will be available 
for viewing on the Internet.  Meanwhile, 
photographs so far catalogued and scanned for 
the project may be viewed in High Wycombe 
Library’s Study Centre (formerly the Reference 
Library). 
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rly MeetingQuarte  

The Wye Valley and Mills Before Chairs 
AT THE quarterly meeting in the Guildhall on Friday 12th January, Marc Meltonville, recently seen 
on TV organising a Tudor banquet in Haddon Hall in his role as a food historian, gave a talk on HIS 
view of High Wycombe.  It was a clarion call for people to stop whingeing about what was lost in 
High Wycombe during the slum clearance, appreciate what is left and try to ensure that things are 
improved in the future. 

Marc has worked in the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum, and for several years was education 
officer at Wycombe Museum.  He now works at 
Hampton Court Palace.  He disagreed with the 
theory that Wycombe’s wealth was built on the 
furniture industry.  Looking at the size and 
style of houses in the Middle Ages, it was 
already wealthy then, 
originally from corn and 
then also from the wool 
trade.  He told us how 
the town had evolved 
from when it was a
collection of small
hamlets.  People looked 
for a good place to 
settle, with a stream in a 
sheltered valley and
plenty of wood to build 
their houses, and flint 
for tools.  Of three such 
valleys in this area – the 
Wye, the Misbourne and 
the Chess – the Wye had 
the advantage that 
“Wicumbe”, “place wh
through the valley”.  So
Croynden (or Crendo
(Totteridge).  There was a
the lepers’ hospital, where Wycombe Abbey is 
now, and St John’s, which was active in the 
1170s with three cells for needy folk or 
retirement.  There were two mottes, one on 
Castle Hill, probably where the town guard was 
(the original police station!), and the other at 
Desborough, fortified by King Stephen against 
Queen Matilda in the civil war of 1139-1153.  It 
was about this time that Wycombe got its 
crest – the swan from the de Bohun family.  

The parish church had been built in 1087 – 
with a lot of Roman villa tiles in its structure – 
and by the 13th century it was the largest 
parish church in Buckinghamshire.  The tower 
was later moved from the centre to the west 
end but much remains the same. 

Half way between London and Oxford, 
Wycombe became a coaching station and a 
convenient place to stay.  The entrance to the 
town then was through Paul’s Row to the 
Guildhall.  Marc showed several pictures of the 
three successive guildhalls (the first dating 

from the 14th century and the current one 
from 1757) and the Little Market House 
(originally the Shambles for butchers) and the 
Dogge Stone: lots of reasons were offered for 
that name – maybe it was because it’s shaped 
like a dog’s tooth.  The back of the Three Tuns 
shows its antiquity, as do the wall paintings in 

the White House, owned 
by a Quaker who gave 
the land in Crendon 
Lane for the first Quaker 
Church.  There are also 
wall paintings in the 
Chinese restaurant 
(once Keen’s, the photo-
grapher), and in the 
High Street, in the Blue 
Arrow agency, you can 
still see the beams of the 
original Antelope, where 
John Gaspard le 
Marchant formed his 
Royal Military College in 
1799.  In those days, 

orly trained.  Anybody 
uld buy a commission 

iment.  The French Army 
ient but John Gaspard, 
yalist and not popular in 

France, so he decided to train officers in the 
Antelope Inn.  The terms were not cheap, at 
twenty guineas a term, and the lectures were 
in French, but it was very successful and later 
it moved, first to Farnham and then to 
Sandhurst (where it linked up with the Junior 
Department formed at Marlow–Ed.). 

Marc thought it strange that Capability Brown, 
designer of the Abbey’s gardens, signed his 
bills “C Brown” when his given name was 
Lancelot.  A century and a half later, Lord 
Carrington generously gave the town Wendover 
Way, in memory of his son killed in the first 
World War.  And Marc referred to the original 
railway station, not beautiful but attributed to 
Brunel, and the largest brick-faced cutting in 
chalk in all Europe. 

It was a VERY interesting talk, showing how 
Wycombe  evolved.  Personally I could have 
listened for hours – thank you, Marc, I hope 
you come again! 

Margaret Simmons
 

 
 

 

it was flat, hence 
ere the stream runs 
 grew up Horsenden, 

n) and Touter’s ridge 
 hospital, two in fact: 

the British Army was po
with enough money co
and equip his own reg
was much more effic
from Jersey, was a Ro

The Old Market House stood where the present
Guildhall was built in 1757. 
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 Bliss Ignorance is
I DID know that Cleo Laine was Johnny 
Dankworth’s singing partner.  And I knew that 
Billie Holliday was called Lady Day and that 
Colorado beetles threaten potatoes. 

But did I know that “If” was voted the Nation’s 
Favourite Poem by the BBC Bookworm 
programme in 1995?  NO. 

Did I know that The New Forest is Britain’s 
newest National Park?  NO. 

Did I know that The Dead Sea Scrolls were 
discovered in Kirbet Qumran in 1947?  NO. 

Well, I do now!   Following the High Wycombe 
Society’s first ever Quiz Evening on 23rd 
February, I am much better informed (until it 
is all forgotten). 

Frances Alexander welcomed us to the 
Environment Centre on Holywell Mead, where 
70 Society members, their families and friends 
gathered. 

There were also visitors from the local Centre of 
the National Trust and the High Wycombe 
French Circle and 1½ teams from the Warren 
Wood Residents’ Association. 

Mary and Chris Woodman, with Angela Rees, 
planned the evening, chose the questions and 
arranged the teams.  Barbara Pathé helped on 
the night with the distribution of sheets of 10 
questions on a wide range of general 
knowledge, from history and music to 
Wycombe Past and Present. 

The venue was a good choice, the quiz well 
organised and a good atmosphere was created, 
largely due to Mary’s friendly, slick command 
of proceedings as Quiz Master.  Watch out 
Anne Robinson! 

The questions were carefully chosen to suit 
and stretch the audience.  Did anyone know 
that Perseus slew Medusa?  Remarkable timing 
allowed 100 questions to be posed, debated 
and eventually answered and 20 buildings to 
be identified by the end of the evening.  Brains 
were refuelled with fish and chips half way 
through.  The winning team, “Haven’t a Clue”, 
were rewarded with half a case of wine. 

Since I joined the Society in 1977, there have 
been many memorable events.  This was 
certainly one of them! 

Very many thanks to the relatively few people 
who worked so hard to create such a 
successful evening for so many. 

Annie Woodward 

PS.  And thanks to a visit to Wycombe Museum 
that morning, I knew that the famous band to 
visit the Town Hall on 8 August 1963 was the 
Rolling Stones. 

“Knowing Our Roots” 
e Winter 
us... 

ycombe 

“Wycombe might serve as one good 

Chilterns, Mr. Fortey
quality of being in a v
enhanced with woo
features have been see
opportunity, and it is 
our town planners ap
the way, I wonder if, d
of High Wycomb
communication betwe
Council, the High 
Chiltern Society and
(There certainly was w

In my work with t
Project we ran a thre

ilt
in the BFP about t

 something to the Society’s 

e, but I always thought that 
High Wycombe designs itself.  

Following Rub Suleman’s thoughts in th
issue, member Graham Thorne wrote to 

In my opinion, the future for High W
and its cultural heritage or “roots” is to 
maintain and even enhance its relationship 
with the Chilterns.  Fed from those roots High 
Wycombe could continue to flourish. 

example of a town growing beyond its 
natural sympathy with the geology.” 

This is the description of our town by Richard 
Fortey, a Chilterns inhabitant and senior 
palaeontologist at the Natural History Museum, 
in his book; “The Hidden Landscape”. 

High Wycombe is blessed as part of the 
’s main premise, by its 
alley with chalk streams 
ded hangers.  These 
n as a waste of economic 
still not clear to me that 
preciate them now.  By 
uring the redevelopment 
e, there was any 
en the Wycombe District 
Wycombe Society, the 
 the Chilterns AONB?  
ith our Society!–Ed.) 

he Chiltern Woodlands 
e-year project on timber 
erns.  We saw an article 
he closure of furniture 

factories and the loss of skills.  Where did they 
go?  From our researches we had collected a 
directory of 50-60 people and small businesses 
making a variety of things from wood in and 
around the Chilterns.  I believe that BCUC still 
has a very prestigious department dedicated to 
furniture design and production.  

In summary, High Wycombe could maintain its 
heritage as being a town of the Chilterns by 
slowly over time restoring the topographical 
benefits and keeping up its furniture and 
timber products connections: the same things 

utilization in the Ch

but managed in a modern way.  It could help to 
promote individuals and businesses making a 
living by creating with wood.  Also, remember 
that locally produced food is an up and coming 
Chilterns theme and should be supported.  

And, MAKE SURE THE RIVER IS RESTORED! 
It is a pity it wasn’t done first!  A linear park 
following the river and the town opening from 
it. (That’s more or less the Council’s intention, 
and perhaps it owes
input over the years!–Ed.)  I don’t think 
developing High Wycombe well needs to be 
difficult unless people want to make it so.  Too 
simple, I suppos

Graham Thorne 
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Notices 

. 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr I Chapman of Sovereign Court, HW
Mr I Smith of Roberts Ride, Hazlemere. 
Mr M L Haigh & Miss J O’Brien of Bassetsbury 
Lane, HW. 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mr G Neal 
We extend our condolences to his widow, 
Audrey, and their relations. 
 

 

“The Most Romantic House 
Imaginable” 
This description is of Broughton Castle, the first 
destination of this summer’s shared car outings 
on Sunday 1st July, and the home of Lord and 
Lady Saye and Sele. Parts of the original 14th 
century house and moat remain today with later 
additions, notably in the 16th century, and there 
are family trees to be studied of the Thistleton 
and Fiennes families.  As well as the house there 
is a walled garden and a church to visit, and 
walks, all in a delightful rural setting three miles 
south-west of Banbury.  Qualified computer 
drivers can find out more at the website 
www.broughtoncastle.com. 

For more details speak to Mary Woodman on 
01494 528106. 
 

 

School Memories 
Dr Slade, who is researching the history of 
Spring Gardens and Gordon Road Schools up to 
19
pr

If ent, has 

45, is most grateful to the members who 
ovided information. 

any scholar, or a parent or grandpar
exercise books, reports or class photographs 
from that time at the schools, Dr Slade would 
find them invaluable as a source of local history.  
Contact me on 01494 526580 for his address. 

Sheila Fooks 
 

Thanks… 
If you ever think there are not too many typos in 
your Newsletter, that’s down to our willing 
proofreaders, Vice-President John Gore and 
long-standing member Ann Simone, whose eagle 
eyes are brought to bear at short notice four 
times a year.  So thank you, John and Ann. 

Of course, just occasionally your editor misses 
one (like a wrong date for our May 2007 
meeting) when he goes through their long lists! 

Material for the next issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 May, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YO

l M
the

 D
fre
2.3
t t

mbe Arts Fe
mbe
or 

New members’ ch

g 
Banbury (see abo

Sunday 8th July 
11.00am–5.00pm vel 

oa

em rs, and also on 

UR DIARY 
2007  

Friday 13th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Annual Genera
Groups.  Also 

Sunday 13th May 
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pann Mill Open
mills flour.  Re
Water Trail at 
meet 2.30pm a

Friday 25th May Wyco

eeting, followed by reports from the Society's 
 annual Grand Book Swap. 

ay.  Pann Mill turns again (water permitting) and 
shments, plants, bric-a-brac, sale of flour.  Also 
0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.  Town Trail, 
he Parish Church, finish at Pann Mill. 

stival Meeting: “National Trust and Archaeology in 
 Area”.  Speaker: Gary Marshall, National Trust 
the Thames and Solent Region. 

7.30pm, Guildhall 
(note corrected date) 

the High Wyco
Archaeologist f

Friday 22nd June 
7.00–9.00pm 

Sunday 1st July Members’ outin

eese and wine (by invitation). 

by shared cars to Broughton Castle, near 
ve). 

ay.  Refreshments, plants, bric-a-brac, sale of 
permitting).  Family crafts with the Chilterns 
rd.  Also Water Trail at 2.30pm, start and finish 

bership Cards, now at the printe

Pann Mill Open D
flour (water le
Conservation B
at Pann Mill. 

The full programme for 2007-2008 is on the new M
our website. 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


