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Who Wants Trees? 
WELL, THAT should be an easy question.  Trees are how our planet breathes.  No trees, no 
oxygen, no life!  That’s the really serious end of the argument.  But most of us like just looking at 
trees too, and here in the heart of the Chiltern Hills they are very much part of our landscape.  A 
few have been lost over the years, of course: some of our wooded hillsides degraded to scrub and 
finished up with rows of houses on them.  Who remembers what The Pastures looked like 30 
years ago?  Then there was the case of a chunk of Keep Hill Woods, felled to make room for the 
Warren Wood Estate; and more recently there was the Ski Slope. 

Interestingly enough, many of the trees that now give Wycombe its wonderful wooded feel are on 
privately-owned land.  In our town’s several conservation areas, you have to tell Wycombe District 
Council in advance of any work you intend to do on a tree, so that they can slap a Tree 
Preservation Order on it if necessary.  And quite right too!  Unless, however…   

Quite recently, we discovered what’s called an “anomaly”.  Many of our roads are fringed by 
mature trees.  Being on part of the highway, these are Highway Authority trees, which, around 
here, means Bucks County Council.  As far as highway trees are concerned, BCC is sovereign.  
Even in a Conservation Area, it doesn’t need to ask the District Council.  So it was, that when 
some residents not far from your Editor’s abode tired of their local trees and spoke to the County 
Council, back came an offer to fell the offending plants and grind their trunks into the ground, 
free of charge!  Provided, that is, that it was the will of all the residents.  No need to ask the WDC 
arboriculturalist!   

We shouldn’t be too hard on BCC.  Only a couple of streets away, with a supportive Councillor, a 
deal was being done to plant new streetside trees, if the local residents would “sponsor” them.  
But it is a fact that your average highway engineer’s knee-jerk reaction is that they don’t like 
trees.  They cost money to maintain, and they do untold havoc to underground services, don’t 
they?  Don’t forget, that was the kind of thinking that lost us the trees in Frogmoor. 

Trees help to make our town and they are worth fighting for. 

Chris Woodman 

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Planning This Quarter 
A New Year has begun with the long-awaited opening of the Eden Centre.  The Group continues to be 
consulted on a wide range of issues from major development to small individual plots.  A significant 
change for the Group has been to work in conjunction with Bucks New University by co-opting two 
third-year Spatial Design students into the group, Joanne Marchant-Mills and Morwenna Breen-Haynes.  
In the short time they have been with us, they have contributed on issues regarding latest planning 
technology and looking at applications.  The Group is now at full strength and working well. 

Bucks New University  The new Student 
Accommodation application was heard by the 
Development Control Committee on 27 
February.  After a long debate with members 
expressing serious concern that they did not 
wish to refuse this application, it was referred 
back to the Planning Officers for further 
consultation on such issues as overall design, 
height and bulk, green valley issues, car parking, 
colour of the finished walls and access roads.  It 
was agreed that this should be returned to the 
Development Control Committee as soon as 
possible. 

With regard to the Town Centre University 
Development the new frontage building will be 
an iconic building with pressed steel panels and 
glass as its finish.  The public access will 
gradually be evolved with a clear passageway 
through to the hospital, along with suitable 
landscaping and seating as appropriate. 

High Wycombe Station  Much to the concern of 
the Society, negotiations have reached a very 
difficult period between WDC Planning Officers 
and Chiltern Rail with Laing Rail, their owners.  
Issues concerning the listed Brunel Train Shed 
(as to whether it should stay or be moved!), the 
number of residential units, type of hotel 
accommodation, and retail and business units to 
be incorporated.  Action is required urgently by 
ALL parties to bring this to a conclusion, which 
the Group are trying to assist in. 

Terriers Farm & Wellesbourne Sites  Many of 
you will know that both appeals have been heard 
and the Inspectors’ reports have been forwarded 
to the Minister of State.  Release of these 
reports and announcement of the Minister’s 
decision is now expected by 10 April. 

New Cressex School  The Group have been in 
consultation with members of the governing 
body of the school and developers.  Comments 
have been made regarding the internal layout of 
the building etc.  We understand this application 
will be considered in late February/early March.  
The Group have supported this application. 

Government’s new Planning Bill  The Group are 
continuing to study these proposals which create 
a new system of development control for 
nationally significant infrastructure projects.  
This will be achieved by Government setting 
National Policy Statements and then, instead of 
a  protracted Public Inquiry, there will be a new 

independent body, the “Infrastructure Planning 
Commission”.  It should be noted that a 
proposal involving Green Belt, National Trust 
Land, Common or Statutory Allotments will still 
require a Parliamentary procedure. 

The Bill makes various alterations to the existing 
Town & County Planning Acts.  One of these 
concerns the matter of planning appeals.  For 
minor applications normally decided under 
delegated powers by Planning Officers, the right 
to appeal to the Planning Inspectorate will be 
removed and replaced by an appeal to a panel of 
local Councillors (in private if they wish!).  The 
Group believe this will be unworkable, as does 
the Head of Planning and Sustainability at 
Wycombe District Council.  Another point is that 
the cost of planning applications, both large and 
small, would be increased at the rate of general 
inflation which will probably be decided by local 
councillors.  The Group will keep a very close 
interest in this Bill and will comment 
accordingly.  Any comments on this subject 
should be forwarded to the Planning Group 
Leader, Tony Fooks. 

New Developments  The Group are currently 
active in such site developments as: the John 
North Halls site (Marlow Hill), the De La Rue 
site, Sainsbury’s new store (ongoing), 
skateboard proposals, and several major flat 
developments around the district. 

Flats and Back Gardens  The Group would like 
to hear from members as to their thoughts on 
the number of flat proposals being put forward 
currently as opposed to family homes and also 
the question of the loss of back gardens.  All 
comments should be directed to Tony Fooks, the 
Planning Group Leader. 

Eden Centre  This will be opened on 13 March.  
The Group were privileged to tour the site in 
November, suitably “Hatted, Booted and 
Jacketed in Fluorescent Colours” (not a pretty 
sight) and were pleasantly surprised as to the 
quality of work, internal design and finish.  The 
open mall character gives space and character 
to the whole concept within the centre.  It is 
gratifying to see some of our earlier comments 
to Multiplex have been incorporated in the 
finished article (particularly the residential 
blocks).  We wish the Centre every success in the 
future. 

Tony Fooks 
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Transport 

A Lost Opportunity Looms 
When I read the Local Transport Plan (2007-2011) from BCC, a weighty tome, at first sight there 
seemed to be some good stuff. 

Recognising the overheating south-east economy and pressures for housing, the Plan notes the lack of 
a north-south corridor to link the Milton Keynes growth area with the ever-expanding Aylesbury. 
Continuing south, it points out that the corridor would go on to High Wycombe and the Thames Valley 
and then to the Blackwater Valley (this is code for the area to the south-east of Reading).  With 
CrossRail starting at Maidenhead and giving access to Heathrow and Stansted, fixing this missing link 
becomes even more pressing. 

High Wycombe Station is Chiltern
Railway’s second busiest after
Marylebone, with 179 trains a day, of
which 55 run between Wycombe and
London only.  The other 124 run
between London and points west and
north of Wycombe, but not south.   

Maidenhead Station serves the busy
town with many valuable connections
(including easy access to long-
distance services at Reading), which
would be much enhanced by a
frequent, eco-friendly light rail link to
High Wycombe.  This will be
paramount with the arrival of
CROSSRAIL. 

Thus a priority is a comprehensive
engineering assessment of the HBL
route and diversions, linked to the
new facilities possibly using light-
weight rail, plus enquiries as to land
ownership along the route via the
Land Registry. 

The Plan makes some pretty sensible sugges-
tions: 

The existing rail line from Bletchley (for Milton 
Keynes) to Oxford (currently freight-only) can be 
restored for passenger use without too much 
effort. 

The Chiltern line service which terminates at 
Aylesbury is being extended northwards to a new 
Park & Ride station at Berryfields to serve the 
housing expansion to the north of Aylesbury.  
This could extend over the freight-only route to 
join the Oxford to Bletchley route. 

So far so good – that would join the Milton 
Keynes area to Aylesbury.  Coming south, the 
existing secondary (single-track) section goes to 
High Wycombe via Little Kimble.  It would be 
feasible to upgrade this. 

Now comes the problem: how to get to the 
Thames Valley. The obvious solution, to our 
Transport Group, is to examine the existing 
closed route, the High Wycombe to Bourne End 
Line (HBL).  Indeed, a throwaway line in the BCC 
plan states: “There may also be a case for 
reviewing the potential of re-establishing rail 

links south from High Wycombe.” 

This track has a number of key assets.  The 
section from Bourne End to Maidenhead is still 
in use, with an operational bridge over the 
Thames.  The tunnel under the M40 exists and 
indeed is of generous proportions.  The route, 
which takes the level line of the Wye valley, 
would lend itself to light rail, and serve a well-
populated catchment area. Restoring the five 
closed miles would complete this valuable 
missing link.  Although the route and land for 
diversion is still technically protected in the 
Wycombe Development Framework for use as a 
future cycleway or other public transport use, 
the recent interpretations of this are becoming 
blurred. 

We have long campaigned for a proper 
engineering survey to be carried out, which 
would provide costs for reinstating bridges and 
diversions necessitated by earlier building on the 
track bed.  BCC seem very reluctant to do this, 
yet, according to the Transport Plan, they are 
carrying out a £2 million study.  There has to be 
scope in this for a survey to establish the costs 
and feasibility of restoring the High Wycombe to 
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Bourne End rail link once and for all. Moreover, 
Government funds are now available for 
innovative rail projects driven on by climate 
change urgencies. 

So, what are they waiting for? 

The poor solution we smell coming is a 
coachway at Handy Cross as a transport sop, 
together with tinkering with the bottlenecks on 
the Marlow bypass.  Well, how’s that going to 
work?  With no convenient connection to High 
Wycombe railway station to link to the other 
north-south rail enhancements, it fails to deliver 
the strategic corridor.  The Thames Valley 
coaches will be subject to the same delay as the 
thousands of motorists who commute to the 
Thames Valley daily – so no chance of a “modal 
shift” here.  The coachway might siphon off 
some of the rail traffic to London, but it is 
unlikely to give any traffic reduction.  Indeed 
what will probably happen is that the extra 
capacity will fill up with additional bus-pass 
traffic and do nothing to help the crowded south-
east or pay any climate change dividends.  The 
coachway will either be in Green Belt to the 
south of Handy Cross, and all the users have to 
brave the junction, or it would be to the north, 
and the coaches have to do it.  And already the 
bus bandits swallow a subsidy of over £2 billion. 

There are a lot of fine words in this plan, but fine 
words butter no parsnips.  Come on BCC, do the 
job properly. 

Nigel Phillips 

We were pleased to see that Policy T10 of the 
Wycombe District Local Plan to 2010-11 has 
recently been extended by the Minister until the new 
Local Development Framework comes into  force.  

Policy T10 reads: 

(1) that part of the abandoned Railway from Bourne End 
to High Wycombe, as indicated on the Proposals Map, will 
be safeguarded for possible use as a footpath, cycleway 
or for some form of public transport.  Development 
proposals which would prevent such future use or 
functions will be refused planning permission.  
(2) Any future development proposals which would 
prevent suitable diversions being created in the course of 
implementing any of the above uses will be refused 
planning permission. In the event of making such 
diversions from the former railway trackbed, the route 
chosen will not be significantly less direct or attractive. 
 
Policies TR14 and TR15 of the Bucks County 
Structure Plan are also carried forward: 

TR14(e) Routes to be Safeguarded for Possible Rail 
Service Provision: [including…] 

High Wycombe – Bourne End (part) 

TR15: Re-opening/Restoration of rail lines for passenger 
and freight services: 

In furtherance of the County Rail Network identified in 
Policy TR14, the County Council will press Railtrack, or 
others, to: 

Where appropriate, restore for passenger and/or freight 
rail services those disused railway trackbeds identified in 
Policy TR14 as routes to be safeguarded for possible rail 
service provision. 

The County Council will oppose any developments which 
would prejudice either of these objectives.  In the interim, 
the use of disused railway trackbeds for walking, cycling, 
riding or for alternative forms of public transport 
provision, will be supported, provided that there are no 
overriding local planning objections and their potential 
restoration for rail services in the longer-term is not 
compromised. 

These commitments in the County Structure Plan 
are really very strong, and should provide Bucks 
County Council with all the cover they need to 
pursue the right policies.–Ed.  

 

 

Authentic Statistics!* 
Each year Wycombe District Council publishes a new edition of Development Trends, giving 75 pages of 
statistics about the District.  For the last few years they have also produced a companion volume, the 
Annual Monitoring Report, which uses these statistics to show how well they meet Government 
benchmarks.  The latest issues are now available – free on their website or £10 each in hard copy.  The 
following offers a few snippets. 

The workforce has slowly increased, to a peak of 
88,000 in 2005, but is now decreasing (it is 
expected to reach a low of 84,000 in 2016 and 
then increase again).  However, whilst there are 
fewer jobs in traditional manufacturing indus-
tries (in 2005, only 10.5% of the workforce), the 
number of jobs in business, banking and 
financial services has been increasing and the 
total is now greater than the available workforce.  
This brings the prospect of increased 
commuting from Aylesbury. 

Wycombe District has a population of about 
160,000, making it the fifth most populous non-
metropolitan district in the country. 

Over three-quarters of the current housing stock 
is owner-occupied. 

There is an annual need, for the next five years, 
of 1,236 additional affordable dwellings. 
(Another study, about to be published, reduces 
this to 425 per year but this still exceeds the 
proposed total build of 330 per year.) 

The average house price in the January-March 
2006 quarter was £274,030 giving an 
affordability index (ratio of average house price 
to average household income) of 7.57:1. 

There are estimated to be 67,432 dwellings in 
the District at 1 April 2007, an increase of 607 
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dwellings since the previous year. 

The average density of new residential 
development in the District in 2006-07 was 39 
dwellings per hectare. This is well above the 
Government’s minimum density of 30 
dwellings/ha. However, if one-for-one replace-
ments, which are typically at very low densities, 
are excluded, the remainder have an average 
density of 55 dwellings/ha. 

 

Wycombe District is predominantly a rural area 
(89% of land is not within an urban area). Much 
of it is environmentally protected, with 71% in 
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and 48% covered by the Green Belt. 

There are 53 scheduled ancient monuments in 
the District comprising ancient buildings, 
structures such as earthworks and buried sites.  
There are also 1,270 listed buildings. 

There were 26 planning applications for 
renewable energy decided this year. Twenty were 
for domestic solar panels and one was for a 
biomass boiler. The rest were for wind turbines. 

Finally the Corn Bunting was last recorded in the 
District in 1987 and the Grey Partridge in 1997. 

Trevor Carter 

*All this information comes officially from Wycombe 
District Council, so it must be true.  But did you 
know that the famous quote, “Lies, damn lies and 
statistics”, is attributed by Mark Twain in his 
autobiography to none other than our local hero, 

Benjamin Disraeli? Alas, no-one really knows if 
Disraeli really uttered it.  For my part, I prefer “We 
are just statistics, born to consume resources,” from 
Horace’s Epistles (1st century BC), which has a 

t.–Ed. distinct 21st century ring to i
 

 

Not Another Council? 
Yes, really!  On 25 February some of us attended 
a meeting at the Environment Centre, chaired by 
Steve Cohen of the Bucks Free Press, into 
whether High Wycombe, like Marlow, Downley 
and many other places, should have a Town 
Council.  The initiative was prompted by LibDem 
Councillor Trevor Snaith, who had managed to 
assemble a comprehensive collection of people – 
councillors from all parties in Wycombe, and 
people from outside, like Aylesbury, who have a 

body for the town 
ld identify. 

Watch this space! 

Town Council and like it. 

Labour and LD politicians thought it was a good 
idea, but seemed not very clear about what the 
benefits would be.  Cllr Peter Cartwright (Cons.) 
saw no need for another “layer” of local 
Government, and Cllr Lesley Clarke agreed, 
though adding that there might be a case if 
(when?) Wycombe moves to a unitary system of 
Government (with the District and County 
Council roles combined).  It seemed to your 
Editor, at least, that the “faith representatives” 
had a point when they said, unanimously, that 
the local community needed a 
with which they cou

NOW WE ARE 40 

Join your fellow members at our 40th 
Anniversary Celebration on Friday June 

27th at the Cricket Club, London Road. 

Meet at 7.00pm for 7.30,  to enjoy a buffet supper, the 
cutting of the birthday cake and drink a toast to the Society’s 
achievements. There will be entertainment and a bar open all evening. 

Tickets, price £16, available at the AGM or 
afterwards from Ann Simone (01494 448773) or 
Mary Woodman (01494 528106).  Book early, 
numbers limited to 100. 

We look forward to welcoming you to this memorable evening. 
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It is well known that during WWII the woodworking skills of the furniture industry workforce in 
High Wycombe were in big demand for the manufacture of aircraft components.  It is not so widely 
appreciated that this was also the case in WWI.  So much so that in 1917 the Government were 
appealing for 25% of these craftsmen to be selected to work on the manufacture of aircraft.  But 
they were to be employed elsewhere, not in Wycombe.  Obviously the owners of the furniture firms 
were not keen on this proposal, believing that these craftsmen, once they had moved away from the 
town, would not return and that their skills would be lost to the industry.  Clearly, however, they 
appreciated the commercial opportunities that aircraft production offered, and the opportunity to 
diversify their businesses. 

Therefore in August 1917 it was proposed by 
the furniture manufacturers that aircraft 
production should be established in High 
Wycombe.  The scheme was to be administered 
by the Government’s Department of 
Aeronautical Supplies, under the local 
supervision of a Lt. Bentley.  Within weeks, 
Messrs Birch & Cox of Queens Road, Cecil 
Smith of Desborough Road, William Skull of 
London Road, and E. Gomme Ltd had agreed to 
participate in the proposal.  As an example of 
the priority which the participants gave to the 
scheme, it was reported on 30th November of 
that year that William Skull had produced the 
first aircraft wing. 

A new company, Wycombe Aircraft Construct-
ors Ltd (WAC), was established as an associate 
of the Aircraft Construction Company of 
Hendon.  The directors were Mr G. Holt-
Thomas, Mr H. Burroughes and Mr G. A. Peck, 
with capital of £50,000 in £1 shares.  Offices 
were taken at 57 London Road, stores in the 
High Street, and a timber yard and sawmill in 
Oxford Road.  It was planned that a staff of 
qualified instructors would be available to 
instruct the local labour force in the technical 
details of the work.  

It was soon realised that a weakness in the 
Wycombe company was its inability to 
assemble complete aircraft, due to the lack of a 
sufficiently large factory.  Therefore WAC 
contracted with the Wilfey Company from 
London to build a new factory at Bellfield, 
specifically to assemble complete aircraft from 

the components produced by the many 
factories around the town.  The area chosen 
comprised twenty-two acres in extent, which 
was ‘that lying between the railway in the 
south and Great Tinkers Wood in the north, 
with Hughenden Road marking the eastern 
boundary.  A very steep escarpment formed the 
western boundary.’ Bellfield at that time, or 
Bell Field as it was then known, was used for 
allotment gardens. 

Bellfield Works, as it became known, consisted 
of two factories, built along a north/south axis 
on each side of Hughenden Avenue, at that 
time a cul-de-sac.  Building No.1, of 115,000 
square feet, was a three-bay factory with 
unequal spans and very heavily buttressed end 
walls.  In the eastern wall a very large doorway 
provided an exit for completed aircraft. 
Building No.2 was a smaller unit of 40,000 
square feet, which was intended for the 
production of aircraft propellers by a 
predominately female labour force, who it was 
felt should be segregated from the male 
workforce of No.1 Factory.  It had six bays 
facing east, and was said to have been so 
positioned to avoid reflections from the pitched 
glass roof inconveniencing the occupants of 
Hughenden Manor.  Because of the rising 
ground, this factory was built on two levels, 
with the two lower bays nearest Hughenden 
Road, and the other four bays about four feet 
higher.  In front of the two lower bays a small 
office lean-to building, with a boiler house 
beneath, was constructed.  The remainder of 

The Early History of the Bellfield Works 

Gilford Motor Works seen from the cemetery, August
1928.                       (SWOP RHW14021/BFP03159.)

The Broom & Wade factory, c1961.  
(SWOP BFP40171.)
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lightweight bodies, saloon and P
coaches, buses, lorries, ambulances, a

administrative block completed the factory. 

The two buildings were completed, a Company 
Secretary, General Manager and several key 
men were appointed, and from April 1918 
adverts began to appear in the BFP for the 
workforce.  But following the Armistice on 
November 11th 1918, 
neither building ever 
saw aircraft production.  

hearses, but no reference has been found to 
such a firm in Kelly’s Directories of the time.  It 
is believed that they were acting as Agents for 
the Gilford Motor Company of Holloway Road, 
London.  Gilford’s factory of 15,000 square feet 
was not only far too small for their rapidly 
expanding business, but had very difficult 

access onto the main 

They were eventually 
purchased by Mr Alec 
Stacey who ran a motor 
engineering business in 
the railway arches at 
Frogmoor.  Building No. 
1 was used to produce 
the prototype of a 
prefabricated bungalow 
intended for use by 
local authorities.  One 
prototype was displayed 
on the grass triangle in 
front of the 
administrative b
Apparently this scheme was unsuccessful. 

Proposals to use the Bellfield Works for 
municipal purposes came to nothing.  The next 
scheme to be considered was for a railway 
goods depot to cope with the increased trade of 
the Wycombe furniture 
manufacturers.  The 
Mayor approached the 
Great Western Railway 
for a connection to be 
made from the main 
railway line, but t
was declined on the 
grounds of cost.  
However Mr Alec Stacey 
decided that the scheme 
was sound, and 
financed a spur to serve 
both buildings at a 
point just to the west of 

was quite unsuitable for 
the testing of vehicle 
chassis. 

Gilford purchased No. 2 
Building on December 
19th 1927, and also 
acquired a further two 
acres of land beyond 
the Tinkers Wood 

they did not 
manufacture vehicle 
bodies, but with the 
potential offered by 
their new factory, they 

decided to set up their own body-building 
subsidiary. Therefore during 1929 the first two 
bays of the factory were doubled in length 
using some of the extra land, so adding a 
further 13,000 square feet. The Wycombe 
Motor Body Company Ltd was set up, and 

allocated the upper four 
bays, thus splitting the 
factory in two. To 
provide access to 
Hughenden Avenue, 
doorways were made in 
the end walls.  Due to 
the relatively low 
headroom of the 
factory, body produc-
tion was limited to 
single-deck vehicles, 
with one exception. This 
was when Gilford 

The coach chassis production line, Gilfords, c1930.
(SWOP BFP 03158.)

embarked on thei
experimental low-
height, front wheel drive 
double-decker. Ther

was just sufficient clearance in No.3 bay, but 
the doorway had to be raised in order for the 
completed vehicle to exit. 

During their tenure of  No.2, Gilford enjoyed 
cordial relations with their Broom & Wade
neighbours.  Gilford employees used the Broom 
& Wade canteen and the weighbridge was used 
by the development staff for vehicle weighing. 
While at High Wycombe, Gilford’s made a 
major impact on the passenger vehicle market, 
but their tenure was short lived.  They suffered 

the viaduct between the 
Bellfield and Oxford 
Roads.  To reach the 
two factories the line passed through a new
cutting, the spoil from which was spread over
the Bellfield area.  This resulted in one side of
the river bank being many feet higher than the
other.  Work on the Harrison’s factory in the
early 1990s, which included the No. 2 building,
uncovered a stretch of this spur line. 

After a long period of inactivity, on August 7th 
1927 Building No.1 was sold for £25,000 to
Messrs. Broom & Wade Ltd for the production 
of air compressors.  At the same time it wa

Pouring metal from a crucible into moulds, Broom & 
Wade, December 1935.               (SWOP BFP 05868.)

reported that No.2 was to be occupied by
Messrs. H. E. Scrutton of Kingsway, London. a severe cash flow crisis, forcing them to
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relinquish the factory and 
move to smaller premises at 
Park Royal in 1933.  Mr Wade 
attempted to acquire the 
factory to expand his 
production, particularly of 
small mobile compressors. 
But Harrison’s the printer of 
St Martins Lane in London 
had just won the Post Office 
contract for printing post
stamps.  They were seeking 
larger premises and the H
Wycombe factory w
acquired. 

The far-sightedness of the
Wycombe furni
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in the aircraft industry, after 
which he landed at Abbey 
Park. Further ascents were 
then made, on the first of 
which the Mayor of High 
Wycombe, Mr O. Haines, 
accompanied Capt Hucks. 

Mike Dewey 

This article is based on one 
lly prepared by Dick 
and Dave Jones, who 
tudied the history of the 
 Motor company. 

onal mate

The location of the factory, shown on a 
map c.1925. Note the railway sidings. 

. 

 member has memories 
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book ‘High Wycombe’s 
’ by David Scott and Ian 
-9558241-0-4, available 
 Pauls Row. 

well-known aviator 
ying display on Simmons, ISBN 978

m the Tourist Shop

Managing
WYCOMBE DISTRICT Council has just finished pu
Management Plan, 2008-20
celebrated the beauty and d
view of the Rye in early s
cricket underway.  Inset ar
of Pann Mill and the gard
Manor.) 

In fact, the Plan is a
document.  It is set in the con
of Wycombe town’s 65,000 i
begins with a short history of T
with the bones of a woolly mammoth!

The document summarises the compl
position of The Rye and the link
Holywell Mead, although 
the relevant Acts of Parlia
Rye and Holywell Mead 
status, and the booklet n
parcel of land close to the girls’ Abbey School 
which is subject to a covenant on its use. 

Nevertheless, there are tensions over the 
character of The Rye and its use.  The Plan 
makes the ringing, and welcome, statement: 

• “The value of The Rye lies primarily in i

 
blic

16”.  This took the form 
iversity of The Rye.  The cover has four pictures: o

ummer, the daffodils in bloom along the Dyke, a
e three smaller pictures, and we were pleased to s
en built by our own Margaret Simmons.  (The t

 usefully thorough 
text of the needs 

nhabitants and it 
he Rye, beginning 

 

ex legal 
ed area of land, 

the exact wording of 

ts historic 

the community that u
and wisely.” 

What might “appropriat
Plan does not say.  T
almost any “developm
Rye’s character. 

In commenting in 
Management Plan, th

the word

 with 

The Rye 
 consultation on its “Draft Rye and Holywell Mead 
of a beautifully-produced 40-page booklet which 

ne is a broad panoramic 
nd an informal game of 
ee that two of these were 
hird was of Bassetsbury 

se it, if managed correctly 

e development” be?  The 
he Society’s fear is that 
ent” could threaten the 

writing on the Draft 
e Society said, among 

 “park” to describe The 
Rye is misleading, since it disregards its 
special legal status, acknowledged in the 
document, as a Public Open Space

ment is crucial.  The 
have different legal 
otes that there is a 

other things, that: 

• the use of 

open landscape, the quality of the environment it 
offers and its freedom from dominating urban 
development.” 

However, it goes on to say: 

• “Appropriate development can be and should be 
seen as a positive benefit for the park (sic) and for 

Public Trust status.  It is unique, so why not 
just call it “The Rye”? 

• while the Plan acknowledges the detrimental 
proliferation of road signage at the Abbey 
Way end, it is also important to avoid more 
pathways and signage on the Rye itself, 
because these would detract from its 
informal atmosphere, as would flower-
planting or the installation of art works. 
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 as “a shed 
actually, thanks 
our Pann Mill 

 mill, several 

rking facilities 
nd the Rye. 

lighting” policy 

standards and 
n year” could 

ies” and 
etract from 

 

 application by Wycombe District 
Council to build a so-called
playground on the Rye for olde
is Frances Presland’s commen

needs to be m
also great sens

“....There will 
mounds, tree 
fencing as d
specifically des

(From Appendix 2 of WDC’s Grant 
funding from

If we had hoped
had over the sitin
allow us to rest o
soon to be disillu
Imaginarea” whic

. ain the Rye and its 
be

ay p

worn thin.  
There are plenty of local parks that could have 
been used for this.  The Rye is for everyone who 

nd we have a right to prevent 
esore – and anyone with any 
e that that is what it will be. 

• Pann Mill was referred to
containing machinery”.  It is 
to the hard workers of 
Restoration Group, a working
days a year! 

• there should be no further pa
between Bassetsbury Manor a

• graffiti removal and the “no 
are to be commended. 

• the stated “expectation that 
facilities will improve year o
mean too many “facilit
“improvements” which could d
the Rye

The Society added that it would strongly sup
the setting up of a consultation/support g
and would appreciate knowing how and when 
specific plans for the Rye will be publicised and 
consulted upon. 

*     *     * 

But Meanwhile… 
The Society (in a joint effort by the Friends of the 
Rye Group and the Planning Group) had to 
expend considerable effort to uncover the terms 

anaged with great commitment and 
itivity” 

(From the Draft Management Plan) 

be paths, ditches, rope bridges, 
and shrub planting and dog-proof 
esigned, plus new play features 
igned for this project.....” 

port 
roup, 

Dyke Meadow
characteristic 
those who m

of a lottery
 “Imaginarea” 

r children.  Here 
t to us on it (in 

enjoys its beauty a
it becoming an ey
imagination can se

her capacity as Leader of the Friends of the Rye 
Group): 

What are they doing to The Rye ? (alias “The 
Park”) 

“The Rye and Holywell Mead is a resource which 

Frances Presland 

(Dyke Meadow is an area of The Rye at the western 
end, close to the café and the boundary with the 
Abbey School ground.–Ed.) 

 

 

Application for 
 the “Children’s play programme”) 

 that the win/win situation we 
g of the skateboard park would 
n our laurels for a bit, we were 
sioned with the advent of “The 
h is intended to be situated on 
 Yet ag
auty are under threat from 
ay lip service to its uniqueness  

and tell us how much they value it, but who in 
reality see it as “anypark” that requires 
modernising and have no respect or feeling for it 
at all.  As well as introducing the features quoted 
above, the “Imaginarea” will be up to four 
metres high, and it looks very much as if some 
trees will be felled to accommodate it.  The “But 
it’s for the children” excuse has 

Stainless Steel for a H
BCUC is no more, and Bucks New University has t
building, which now has full planning approval, 
Marlow Hill.  It will be dramatic: at 

igh
ake
will

one stage we 
ak nic”.  But in your editor’s view, 

 ac
r th

e o s – the materials to be used.  
e stainless steel, and many of us worried that a 

far c
l colou

A clever coating
give, d

es on w
lls. 

ioni
with ed abo
of the material, and the upshot was that worries on that s
allayed and o  two options on display on the side

 panels are a dull blue-grey in
ac .  They

clas e new b

 Wycombe Icon! 

tr es of other shades showing in direct sunlight
h with or detract from the dramatic form of th

n its proud place.  The new town centre campus 
 soon rise from the building site at the foot of 
were told that it would be merely a “landmark 
e something “icobuilding” because there was not enough cash to m

an icon it will be!  Some people may find it hard to
site for a modern town-centre icon, looking out ove

The Development Control Committee left one piec
All along it has been proposed that this should b
glistening silvery mass might be just one step too 
“site visit” by Councillors to consider possible pane

Stainless steel is not what it used to be.  

cept, but it is difficult to imagine a more suitable 
e “magic roundabout” and across to the Rye.   

f unfinished busines

.  A cordingly, we were invited to participate in a 
rs and shadings. 

 process can add an “interference” layer only 
epending on the exact thickness chosen, any 
ater – and indeed, the shade can vary subtly 

one three-thousandth of a millimetre thick that can 
of the colours that can be seen when a film of oil li
depending on the weather and how the light fa

Your editor was impressed by the depth of quest
 their assorted technical backgrounds, concern

ne of the

ng by the Councillors 
ut the robustness 
core were largely 
 of the old BCUC 
 some lights, with 
 will not, we felt, 
uilding. 

building was approved.  The
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Quarterly Meeting 

Chairmaking in the Chilterns 
 t de loca

the dience sho stening 
ing on Jan

ut splats, have turned or cabriole legs 
and crinoline or cow horn stretchers.  Although 

Chilterns area, to the extent that 
Win

nony
everal othe

indeed in other
regions may, ho

s 
dowelled into the arm. 

The earliest, and therefore rarest and most 

 comb backs and 
unfretted splats, turnings could be oval and 
under-arm supports were crook (not turned).  

century chair 
often cabriole, 

ere were 20 and by 1877 

introduced into the factories around 1860 but 
ed largely manual right 

tury.   

 chairs most commonly 
d splats and turned legs, 
sible styles makes chairs 
cult to date.  Catherine 
ling out 18th century and 

‘Is hat chair a Windsor chair?’  If so, ‘was it ma
 questions that members of the packed au

lly?’ and ‘how old is it?’  These are some of 
uld have been able to answer after li

to Dr Catherine Grigg’s talk at the quarterly meet uary 11th. 

A selection of chairs erful “virtual tour” 
www.wycombe.gov.uk/muse here’s lots more there

A Windsor chair, we learned, is one that can be 
described as ‘a stool with a back added’.  If you 
could remove the back of your prized 
possession, without recourse to a saw, and still 
have a serviceable seat, then you have a 
Windsor chair.  Within this definition, Windsor 
chairs come in a variety of forms.  They may, 
for example, be with or without arms, have 
comb, hoop or scroll backs, which may be with 
or witho

many such chairs were made in the Thames 
Valley and 

dsor and Wycombe became almost 
mous, Windsor chairs were also made sy

in s r areas of the country and 
 countries.  Chairs from other 
wever, be known by other local 

A defining feature of an 18th 
would be if the holes for the, 

names. 

The origin of the name ‘Windsor’ is uncertain, 
the most likely being, not because they were 
made in Windsor, nor because George III took a 
fancy to them after resting in one while 
sheltering in a cottage in Windsor Great Park, 

legs were bored right through the seat so that 
their tops can be seen flush with the top of the 
seat.  Traces of, usually green, paint may be 
found on chairs of this age, an indication that 
they were used as garden chairs by the landed 
gentry. 

but because many locally made chairs were 
carted to Windsor to be shipped down-river to 
London. 

Catherine illustrated the ways of identifying a 

Through the 19th century, there was an 
explosion in the numbers of chairs produced in 
the Wycombe area.  Whereas in 1790 there 
were just four chairmaking businesses in High 
Wycombe, by 1830 th

locally made Windsor chair by comparing a 
19th century chair made in the Thames Valley 
and Chilterns area (TVC) with a similar chair 
made in the North East (NE) and NE Midlands 

there were almost 100 factories producing 
nearly 5,000 chairs a day.  Machinery, such as 
band and circular saws and borers, was 

area.  Chairs from both regions would typically 
be made from beech, which was plentiful and 
easily turned, apart from the seat, which was 
elm, and the splat which was always fruit wood 
(cherry).  A steam-bent bow, if used, would be 
ash, which doesn’t snap.  Yew would replace 
beech for more upmarket chairs.  Points of 

the processes remain
through to the 20th cen

Although 19th century
had hoop-backs, frette
the wide variety of pos
from this period diffi
recommended first ru

difference between the local chair and that 
from the NE region included the greater 
elegance of the turned legs on the local chair 
and the fact that the splat on the local chair 
was set into the arms.  The deciding factor was 
that the hoop back of the NE chair was tapered 
where it entered the arms whereas that of the 
local chair maintained its diameter and wa

sought-after, Windsor chairs date from the 
18th century.  TVC chairs of that time were 
normally armchairs with

 from the wond
um/.  (T

of the museum that can be seen on their website,
, besides!–Ed.) 
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h century chairs, the latter being 
typically heavier and clumsier than 19th 
century chairs and showing signs of being 
machine made.  Like the 18th, but unlike the 
20th century, 19th century turnings could be 
oval.  Beyond that, differentiating between a 
19th and 20th century chair is largely a 
question of ‘feel’, with particular attention to 
the dark stain and the patina that builds up 
with use. 

Catherine took members through the 
traditional methods of making Windsor chairs, 
illustrating her description with photographs, 
largely taken in the 1950s at Owen Dean’s 
workshop in Hampden Woods.  Many of the 
small factories that were set up in the 19th 
century started in garden sheds or as sidelines 
to other businesses such as pubs or shops.  
Such factories were cheap to set up and often 
quickly went out of business.  A few, such as 
Gomme’s, however, flourished and went on to 
become major furniture brands. 

A lively question and answer session followed 
Catherine’s talk.  Those trying to value a 
possible heirloom may be most interested in 
the fact that chairs marked with the 
manufacturer’s name are extremely rare.  
Initials were sometimes stamped on 19th 
century chairs but these are more likely to be 
those of the framer than a manufacturer’s 
mark. 

Mike Dewey brought the session to a close with 
a vote of thanks, congratulating Catherine on 
both her informative and entertaining talk and 
her beautiful baby daughter. 

Roberta Wilson 
 

 

then 20t

New Members 
Required 
All Skills 

The Group operates this working mill, grinding 
and selling flour three times a year on Open 
Days. 

During the rest of the year, the Group is 
involved with further improvement and upkeep 
of the site. 

The Group meets at the Mill on the… 

1st and 3rd Sunday mornings of the month 
9.30am to 1.00pm. 

If you can’t commit yourself on a regular basis, 
help on Open Days would be much 
appreciated. 

Please contact Alan Furness on 01494 563071. 

The Litter Explosion 
Are you concerned about the increasing amounts 
of rubbish – disposable drinks cans, fast-food 
packaging, empty cigarette packs, chocolate 
wrappers etc – which continues to litter our 
streets and pathways. If so, you might like to 
consider the following: 

• Don’t just complain about it, do something 
about it. Pick up the rubbish. When going for 
a walk take a pair of gardening gloves and a 
plastic bag with you. 

• If you are in the habit of walking a regular 
route, consider applying to your local 
Council to become an ‘official’ litter-picker. 
They should welcome you with open arms 
and supply you with a picker-stick. My own 
local parish council, Flackwell Heath/ 
Loudwater/Tylers Green, also makes an 
annual donation to a charity of my choice. 

• Don’t contribute to the problem yourself, 
albeit unwittingly. If you recycle your 
household and garden rubbish, and put 
newspapers etc in a separate container, 
make sure you fasten down the lid when 
placing it outside for collection. You would 
be surprised at the number of containers 
which are not so fastened, with the result 
that on a windy day the lid is blown off and 
the contents dispersed all over the street, 
sometimes up to hundreds of yards away.  

• And – of course – do all you can to ensure 
that your family and friends are aware of, 
and do not exacerbate, the problem. 

However, the above are only palliatives. The real 
solution is for rubbish not to be discarded in this 
way in the first place. So a couple of suggestions 
in that respect: 

• Primary schools should be encouraged to 
make children aware of the problem and to 
be respectful of their environment. Perhaps 
this could be reinforced by organising 
regular litter-picking trips, so that the 
children have first-hand experience of the 
problem. 

• Councils should be encouraged to pass by-
laws which make shops responsible for 
ensuring that the streets and parking areas 
within (say) 50 yards are free of rubbish, 
with penalties for failing. After all, they sell 
much of the rubbish discarded at the 
roadside. 

What do you think? Have you any more 
suggestions? 

Mike Dewey 

PLEASE – High-Quality Bric-a-Brac Needed 

For our May Open Day and later occasions.  
Contact Mary Woodman on 01494 528106. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome 

Ms J Mayall of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 
Mr J & Mrs V Wallace of Peterston, Cardiff. 
*Mrs M Breen-Haynes of Aylesbury. 
*Mrs J Marchant-Mills of Fremantle Road, HW. 
Fair Ridge, The Spinney and Fox Leigh 
Residents’ Association (FSFRA). 

*Students from Bucks New University (see p.2). 
 

 

the following new members: 

Mr R and Mrs A Ashenhurst of Penn. 
Mrs J Grieve of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 
Mr A Howie of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 
Mr D Jarman of Great Kingshill. 

Hitched! 
Our hearty congratulations to our Vice-President, 
Myra King, who finally wed Ian Barratt on 19th 
January.  Many happy years of bliss to you both! 
 

 

AGM 2008 
This year’s AGM is on 4 April, and members will 
receive their AGM papers with this Newsletter.  
This is your chance to hear Group Leaders 
report on what they have been doing on your 
behalf during the year, and to ask questions. 
 

 

Unstamped! 
Oh, dear, oh, dear!  Round about Christmas 
time, your editor bought a whole lot of stamps 
for Winter Newsletters for members who are out 
of range of our helpful and efficient postmen, 
but somehow not all the stamps found their way 
on to the envelopes.  Some members (even one 

in Spain!) got their newsletter
Mail’s generosity, while some
for the privilege.  Your Editor

s courtesy of Royal 
 had to pay £1.24 

 is in sackcloth and 

ecutive Committee! 
 

 

ashes.  His personal cheques to identified 
members have not been cashed.  Please deduct 
the £1.24 from your annual subscription.  That’s 
official, from the Ex

Wycombe’s Contribution to Aviation 
We are pleased to announce that Ian Simmons 
and Dave Scott will talk to members of the 
Society on the subject of their book (reviewed in 
the Winter Newsletter) on Wednesday October 
29th.  Copies of the book (now reprinted and 
available again at the Tourist Information Centre 
in Pauls Row) will be on sale at the AGM. 
 

 

Mail in Action 
For our first shared car outing for 2008 we have 
arranged a visit on Tuesday June 10th to Royal 
Mail’s Mail Centre at Hemel Hempstead where 
High Wycombe’s post is sorted.  The tour of the 
Centre will start at 2.00pm.  Phone  Mary 
Woodman (01494 528106) for further details. 
 

Thanks… 
... to all those who have contributed copy for this 
issue.  Material for the Summer 2008 issue 
should reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 
20 May, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

 
 

DATES FOR YO

en 's 

ll , 
ak er 

Trail at 2.3 n 
eet

e A
: R

car e 
ve)

s 4

ill ur 
ve er 
.3

7.30pm, Guildhall 
y M er 

Burrows, Thames Water. 

UR DIARY 

eral Meeting, followed by reports from the Society

2008  

Friday 4th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Annual G
Groups. 

Sunday 11th May 
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pann Mi
teas & c

Open Day for National Mills Weekend.  Bric-a-brac
es, sale of flour (water level permitting).  Also Wat
0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.  Annual Tow

 2.30pm at the Parish Church, finish at Pann Mill. 

rts Festival Meeting: John Hampden – The Patriot.  
oy Bailey, the John Hampden Society. 

 visit to Royal Mail’s Hemel Hempstead Mail Centr
. 

0th Birthday Party (see p.5). 

Trail, m

Friday 30th May 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Wycomb
Speaker

Tuesday 10th June 
Early afternoon, Hemel Hempstead 

Shared 
(see abo

Friday 27th June, from 7.00pm, 
HW Cricket Club, London Road 

Society’

Sunday 13th July 
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pann M
(water le
Trail at 2

Friday 25th July Quarterl

Open Day.  Bric-a-brac, teas & cakes, sale of flo
l permitting), crafts by Society members.  Also Wat
0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.   

eeting: From Source to Tap.  Speaker: Jennif

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 




