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On The Road 
But what about rail? 

WDC’s PLANNING Committee was on its best form when it considered the Coachway application 
on 24 February.  There was a very thorough debate. The Council Officers had produced a 
masterful report for Councillors’ consideration, and a full nine minutes speaking-time was given 
to objectors, from the Chiltern Society, the Fair Ridge residents and a Hazlemere resident, who 
made the best of it.  The Chiltern Society, who, like us, are strongly supportive of the concept, 
were disappointed that the generous car parking arrangements and as-yet undefined local bus 
connections were no incentive to people to leave their cars at home.  The Fair Ridge residents 
were worried about being able to exit their estate at peak hours, and received undertakings about 
the operation of the traffic lights, the road markings and continuing consultation.  The Hazlemere 
resident asked for (and obtained) the removal of a reference to Sir William Ramsay School as a 
possible location for the replacement running track.  The height of the hotel had been reduced 
from seven floors to five to prevent intrusion into distant views from the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, and Officers insisted that, whilst there are many empty office buildings in the 
town at present, the new site would be perceived quite differently by potential users.  The 
“landmark” building at the western tip of the site will be required to depend on its design, not its 
height, to achieve the landmark effect.  Because the materials used for the coachway building will 
be crucial to the final appearance, a working party of Councillors has been set up to consider the 
options, and the Society is grateful to have been offered a guest place on that group. 

The Highways Agency, unusually, had made a direction concerning the operation of traffic lights 
to ensure no backing-up of traffic to the M40, but there must be a question mark over whether 
the computer control of the lights will be managed well enough to achieve this result.  A surprise 
event was the attendance of Bucks County Council’s Head of Transportation, Jim Stevens.  He 
said the coachway was needed not just for Wycombe but as a major component of transport in 
the South-East.  He drew attention to the need for improved north-south links as part of the 
Government’s strategy for a South Midlands-Milton Keynes-Aylesbury growth area.  Your Society 
has been making that point for some time.  But, when there are plans to improve the railway line 
from High Wycombe to Aylesbury and beyond, does it really make sense to expect rail travellers 
to alight from a train and catch a park & ride bus and then a coach to complete their journey? 

For an effective north-south link, High Wycombe needs a rail link into the Thames Valley – by any 
effective route! 

Chris Woodman 

Meetings on 19 MARCH (Film 
Society) and 9 April (AGM).
See p.12. 
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Planning This Quarter 
THE HIGHLIGHTS of the Group’s work this quarter were the Public Inquiry on the De La Rue site and 
the Handy Cross Coachway application.  We continue to select some 10 planning applications or so per 
week from the Council’s weekly lists, for review at our monthly meetings.  Meanwhile, we hear the 
planners at WDC are working away on the Delivery and Site Allocations Document, on which the next 
consultation – on a “limited range of issues” – is planned for June-July.  And also, rumbling along 
below the surface but not yet out for public consultation is the question of a new home for Wycombe 
Wanderers and London Wasps, possibly at Booker Air Park.  Two of our affiliated Residents’ 
Associations could be deeply affected in this – Sands Residents who have been troubled for years by 
poorly controlled parking around Adams Park on match days, and the Booker Common and Woods 
Protection Society who are strongly opposed to more development in the Green Belt at Booker. 

De La Rue Site  We made representations to the 
Inspector appointed to consider Careys’ appeal 
against WDC’s refusal of this application, 
pointing particularly to the failure to provide a 
green corridor (see p.3). 

Handy Cross Coachway Application  Preparing 
our comments on this proposal, which was 
eventually approved by WDC’s Planning 
Committee at their meeting on 24 February (see 
p.1), took a great deal of the Group’s time. 

Eden Centre post-completion  We were very 
pleased to have a meeting with the manager of 
Eden (including what was once the Octagon), Mr 
Daniel Tomkinson.  He told us what was being 
done to improve signage to the car parks, and 
we expressed concern about the lack of signage 
to the “old town”: Eden is still an easy place to 
get lost in!  We suggested that even more seats 
would improve the ambience, and there is still 
the question of the inaccurate, but very 
welcome, “history plaques”. 

LIDL  The Group reviewed the proposal for a 
LIDL supermarket in Richardson Street, and 
considered it appropriate for its location.  
Although some people argue that the town 
centre has enough supermarkets already, LIDL 
is a budget chain filling a different niche, and 
planning law now gives very little scope to refuse 
supermarkets on grounds of “no need”. 

Red Lion House  Despite the Bucks Free Press’s 
scaremongering photo-montage, the Group 
could find little wrong with the proposal for the 
old Woolworths to be taken over by Poundworld 
(surely Woolworths’ closest successor!) and 
Iceland.  We were encouraged by the fact that 
WDC’s Conservation Officer had refused an 
additional sign on the front of this historic Grade 
II-listed building saying “Everything £1”! 

Express Dairy Site, Keep Hill Road  The Group 
reviewed the new application for a 94-bedroom 
care home on this site, and agreed with the 
Council’s Urban Designer who commented that 
the design and layout were much improved over 
a previous application, and, while agreeing with 
the Conservation Officer that the central block 
needed to be broken up to be less dominant, 
considered it would deliver a good quality living 

environment to residents and make a “positive 
contribution to views from the Rye”.  Although 
concern had been expressed about parking, we 
were reassured that even some local residents 
are in favour!  The worst aspect seemed to be 
the intention to call the home “Ryeview Manor” – 
ugh! 

Running Track proposal, Sir William Ramsay 
School, Hazlemere  This proposal has aroused a 
great volume of local opposition to what has 
been described by the Parish Council as “an 
overdevelopment in an established residential 
area”.  The Group decided to leave the issue to 
local residents, while noting that the proposal 
was an improvement on the plans that were 
subject to public consultation some months ago, 
because the spectators’ stands had been 
dropped and the lighting arrangements were 
more sensitive.  One local member had 
commented to us that this is a large site and 
that there is a case for having a running facility 
north of the town. 

Morrisons  This one qualifies as the “light relief” 
in this report!  We had no objection to 
Morrisons’ proposal for modest extensions to 
their store for staff accommodation and 
warehousing.  But we told the Council we 
thought a proposal to provide a new bus stop in 
Glenisters Road (and felling 3 trees to make 
room for it) when the buses to the town go along 
Temple End, was particularly barmy.  That 
particular idea was withdrawn within a month of 
our pointing it out! 

Conversion to Flats In Suffield Road  This was, 
we hope, the last act in a long saga of a proposal 
– nay, an attempted fait accompli –  to convert an 
outhouse in the grounds of a Suffield Road 
house into a pair of flats.  The first move had 
been an application for a “Certificate of 
Lawfulness” on the grounds that the so-called 
flats had been occupied for 4 years and must 
therefore be deemed legal.  After much 
shenanigans the inevitable “retrospective” 
planning application was eventually submitted 
and we objected.  The application was 
withdrawn.  R.I.P., we hope! 

Chris Woodman 
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The De La Rue Site 
Diligent readers of the Newsletter will recall that in “Planning This Quarter” in our Winter issue, we recorded 
that Wycombe District Council had voted to refuse an application by Careys to build 133 flats and 25 houses 
on the Harrison’s site.  Although, in the debate, Councillors emphasised the overbearing and inappropriate 
nature of the main block which, it was proposed, would overlook Hughenden Park, the Council’s subsequent 
decision letter also stated that the proposals failed to measure up to the council’s own policy for the site which 
was that it should “bring the quality of Hughenden Park into the town”.  In supporting the Council in defending 
their refusal against Careys’ subsequent appeal, we took up both points.  We were reassured that the National 
Trust, represented by Counsel, and the Chilterns Conservation Board had also decided to make an issue of the 
latter point.–Ed. 

The Inquiry for the appeal by Barton Wilmore Planning on behalf of P J Carey took place at Wycombe 
District Council’s offices on the 2nd and 3rd of February.  The Society was represented by Mr Tony 
Fooks.  The Appeal Inspector was Mr Richard Clegg.  Barton Wilmore were represented by Mr Mark 
Low QC, along with three experts, and Wycombe District Council were represented by Mr Richard 
Wold, Solicitor, supported by Mr G Croucher, consultant. 

The application, for 158 
residential dwellings in 
total, consisting of 133 
1-, 2- and 3-bedroomed 
flats and 25 2-, 3- and 
4-bedroomed houses, 
with car parking, 
landscaping and a new 
access, had previously 
been rejected by 
Wycombe District Council’s Planning 
Committee.  The grounds for rejection were, 
first, the “scale, form and massing of Block A” 
which was considered to have significant adverse 
effect and impact on the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and to have failed to 
achieve the aspirations of Wycombe 
Development Framework Core Strategy, and 
second, that it failed to bring the quality of 
Hughenden into the town of High Wycombe.  The 
application had also not made adequate 
provision for affordable housing and the related 
Section 106 agreements had not been made. 

The appeal opened with the Inspector laying out 
the route the appeal hearing would take, with 
opening statements by Wycombe District 
Council and Barton Wilmore, followed by other 
objectors such as the High Wycombe Society, 
National Trust and residents’ groups. 

The main thrust of objections raised by 
Wycombe District Council, the National Trust, 

the High Wycombe 
Society and residents 
centred on the Green 
Corridor between 
Hughenden and High 
Wycombe and the 
design and bulk of the 
buildings overlooking 
Hughenden Park.  The 
National Trust made it 

clear that the lack of evidence to create a Green 
corridor with appropriate shrubs and trees 
needed to be addressed, and that a route 
needed to be established prior to any building 
taking place.  Tony Fooks expressed deep 
concern as to the design of buildings with regard 
to the mass, height and bland appearance 
overlooking Hughenden Park.  In general the  
lack of an attractively designed development 
went against Wycombe District Council’s policy 
of trying to encourage better designs and layout.  
He also  expressed concern about the lack of 
consultation by the developer with residential 
groups and the High Wycombe Society, who 
have a great deal of experience in these matters 
and could have helped the developers avoid 
many of the pitfalls in their application. 

We now await the outcome of the Inspector’s 
deliberations, which will be reported in the next 
Newsletter. 

Tony Fooks 
 

The tattered Harrisons building in November 2008. 

Block A, as proposed by Careys (not to the same scale as the photograph above). 
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Holywell Mead Complex – Public Meeting 
OUR SOCIETY held a public meeting at the Trinity Reformed Church meeting hall on 15 January to 
discuss the consultation organised by Wycombe District Council’s Community department on what 
should be done with the Holywell Mead swimming pool complex.  About 70 people attended the 
meeting, which, considering the very icy conditions after the heavy snow the week before, was a good 
attendance. 

Elaine Jewell, Head of Community Services, 
came to the meeting to talk about the 
consultation and answer questions on potential 
uses for the site.  She explained that the 
questionnaire, which was the main research tool 
for the consultation, was available both as paper 
copies and on-line at the Council website.  In 
addition, the Council were using a telephone 
survey to obtain further opinion. 

The Save Our Swim Group, which has tried to 
produce a business plan to save the pool, were 
present in considerable numbers, but they were 
by no means the only ones at the meeting who 
felt that the Council had not considered 
sufficiently the option of keeping the pool open, 
and a number of points emerged from the 
resulting discussion. 

• Most people appeared to be in favour of 
keeping the pool open. 

• The option of covering the pool (not a roof 
over the whole complex) should be 
considered. 

• The pool should be open for a much longer 
period, extending both the number of 
months it is open and the number of hours 

a day. 

• It should be properly marketed to advertise 
its presence. 

• Other activities, which could change 
according to demand, should also be on 
site, especially if the Environment Centre 
building becomes available. 

The High Wycombe Society considers that the 
Council must take seriously the large body of 
opinion which wishes the pool to remain open 
and that in any event any leisure facility must 
not exceed the size and mass of the buildings 
already on the site.  No more of the open space 
should be taken up with buildings, parking 
spaces etc.  As the area is a public open space, 
the Society is concerned that private businesses 
may profit from it.  If a suitable not-for-profit 
tender should be received it should be 
considered equally with those from private 
business.  Although the Council is expected to 
obtain the best deal it can in any transaction, it 
should be able to use “best value” practices to 
enable a non-profit organisation to compete. 

Frances Presland 
 

 

We’re not political, but… 
The High Wycombe Society makes a point of 
having no party-political affiliation.  The whole 
point of an organisation such as ours is that 
people with different backgrounds, philosophies 
and beliefs work together because they share the 
aims of our Society.  And, indeed, if we took 
sides, then our charitable status would be at 
risk. 

Nevertheless, we need to monitor and report 
what is going on, and if it affects, one way or 
another, how you vote in the forthcoming general 
election, so be it! 

On 22 February the Conservative Party launched 
a “Green Paper” on the planning system.  In the 

words of the new Civic Voice organisation due to 
be launched officially on 23 April (picking up 
where the now-defunct Civic Trust left off), “The 
Green Paper is highly critical of the current top-
down planning system and proposes a radical 
overhaul.”  Among the points it proposes are: 

• the abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies 
and Government-imposed house-building 
targets. 

• removing the final say over Local Plans 
from Planning Inspectors. 

• abolition of the Government’s new 
Infrastructure Planning Commission, with 
what appears to be a reversion to the pre-
vious  system  whereby,  just  as for smaller 

Continued on p.11 
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A Message from the Hon. Treasurer 
It is now seven years since we reviewed our subscriptions and the Executive Committee has decided to 
increase the subscription rates as follows: 

Individual Member £8 
Family Membership £12 
Retirement Pensioner £4 

These new rates are payable from 1st March 2010. 

Please pay your subscription on time, preferably by Standing Order.  (A revised Standing Order 
Mandate is included in the AGM pack enclosed with this Newsletter.  I have included two versions, one 
for those with a current standing order and one for new standing orders.)  It is of great benefit to the 
Society if subscriptions are paid promptly since not only do we earn interest on the money but we save 
money by not having to chase late payers.   

 
If you pay income tax and/or capital gains tax 
the Society would really appreciate your gift-
aiding your subscription and donations. This 
would enable us to claim an extra £2.24 on 
every £8 subscription and would help to keep 
the subscriptions as low as possible. The rules 
are as follows:  

• The Society can reclaim 28p of tax on 
every £1 you gave up to 5 April 2008. 

• The Society can reclaim 25p of tax on 
every £1 you give on or after 6 April 
2008. 

• The Government will pay to the Society 
an additional 3p on every £1 you give 
between 6 April 2008 and 5 April 2011. 
This transitional relief for the Society 
does not affect your personal tax 
position. 

So please fill in the enclosed Gift Aid Declaration 
form and help us to save you money. 

Please note that HMRC have changed their rules 
and all such declarations must now be signed, 
whereas previously a printed name was acceptable.  
Most of the declarations we hold are not signed. We 
therefore need to collect signed declarations from 
our members.  So, even if you’ve completed a 
declaration in the past, please complete the 
enclosed form now and send it back to me. We 
cannot claim using the old, unsigned forms; we do 
need to hold properly signed declarations. 

Many thanks for your help, it really is much 
appreciated. 

Paul Meek 
Hon. Treasurer 

Buddhism  
in an Historic Building 

A Members’ Outing by Shared Cars is planned 
for Sunday June 6th to Taplow Court Cultural 
Centre Maidenhead.  Originally a “neo-
Norman” hall built in the 18th century on the 
site of an Iron Age hill fort, Taplow Court was 
remodelled in the mid-19th century by William 
Burn (in a style described as “Jacobean 
Revival/French Gothic” – what a mouthful!–Ed.)  
The gardens (which are, we hear, particularly 
pleasant) and grounds also have an Anglo-
Saxon burial ground. 

Today Taplow Court is the home of a lay 
Buddhist Society, which aims to contribute to 
a more peaceful and harmonious world 
through education and cultural activities.  It 
teaches that each person can influence society 
in a positive way through the practice of 
Buddhism. 

There is a guided tour, and there are cream 
teas for sale and a picnic area. 

If you are interested in this visit please sign up 
at the AGM, or let me know by phone on 01494 
526580 or email at Sheila@sfooks.plus.com. 
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The Coronation in High Wycombe 
A friend of our member, Rita Belson, of Downley, discovered this article from the Buckinghamshire 
Chronicle from 7 July 1838, recounting how Wycombe celebrated the coronation of Queen Victoria on 
Thursday, 28th June in that year.  Her uncle, King William IV, had died on 20th June 1837, when 
Victoria was just 18 years old.  Rita thought we would find the article interesting, and we do!–Ed. 

THE DAY of her Majesty’s coronation was a gay one here; the whole of the shops were closed, and 
business of every description entirely suspended.  The morning was ushered in by the firing of 
several large cannon, which were kindly lent by one of our worthy members, G. H. Dashwood, Esq. 
of West Wycombe Park and placed on the mount near the grotto, at Castle Hill; they were fired by 
two old naval veterans, one of whom had been in the Battles of Trafalgar and the Nile, and the 
report echoing majestically among the neighbouring hills was heard many miles distant.  The bells 
of our church rang loud and merrily, on the top of the steeple was flying a union jack, and many 
houses in the High Street and Queen (now called Victoria) Square were decorated with flags, 
bearing loyal and appropriate descriptions. 

About seven o’clock the 
business of the day began, 
and before eight, more 
than 1,100 shillings were 
distributed to as many 
poor persons and widows 
above 30 years of age.  At 
10 the teachers and 
children in the Sunday 
schools met in their 
several places of worship, 
with many excellent and 
tastefully made flags, 
banners, &c.; among the 
numerous inscriptions we 
noted the following, viz. “Long live the Queen”, 
“Hail Victoria”, “May Education Flourish” and 
“Victoria, may her reign be long and happy” 
and we were particularly struck with one very 
pleasing device, which was the word “Victoria”, 
formed with heartsease, each letter being a 
different colour, and beautifully enwreathed 
with laurel and roses – it was carried before the 
Wesleyan school, and was a present we hear 
from Mr. J. Hunt of Cressex.  About 11 they all 
joined in one body in the High Street, making 
altogether about 1200, and preceded by our 
excellent band walked in a procession around 
the town, and then to Castle Hill, the delightful 
residence of John Rumsey, Esq., in whose 
romantic pleasure grounds they were regaled 
with cakes and wine, after which the Mayor, by 
design of the managing Committee, presented 
each with a Victoria four-penny piece; the 
company assembled to witness this interesting 
ceremony was immense and the kindness of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rumsey was we are sure duly 
appreciated.  In the afternoon a variety of 
amusements took place in our Rye, such as 
donkey racing, climbing a soaped pole for a leg 
of mutton, jingling, running for tobacco and 
snuff, jumping in sacks, swimming for a duck, 
&c.  The venerable Lord Carrington, our friend 
and neighbour, was a spectator of these sports 
from his park; his lordship was highly gratified, 

and we are pleased to say 
appeared to be in the 
enjoyment of good health.  
Shortly after nine a 
brilliant display of fire-
works took place in the 
High Street, and 
continued until past 
midnight;  they were 
distinctly seen ten miles 
from Wycombe…. 

In addition to the above 
we have great pleasure in 
stating, and we feel bound 

to do so, that Miss M. Carter, who has recently, 
at a considerable expense, erected and 
established a school here for the free education 
of poor children, gave a dinner to 30 of the 
children attending the church school who were 
considered too young to join the procession, 
and also a dinner at Downley, in the parish of 
West Wycombe, to 78 children (including 
teachers) of another school which her liberality 
has established in that village. 
 

 

Après Le Déluge 
For some years now, Margaret, our Pann Mill 
gardener, has complained that part of her 
remarkable garden gets washed away whenever 
there’s a flood.  Well, now it’s been fixed.  The 
Pann Mill Group have recycled some railway 
sleepers and the garden should now survive a 
1-in-100 year flood – we hope! 

 

Several large cannon were fired from Castle Hill. 
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Inside an Icon 
THEY SAY that as one door closes, another opens.  News of the demise of the Environment Centre 
set alarm bells ringing in the Programme and Membership Committee.  Our long-time reserve venue 
would no longer be available for those occasions on which the Guildhall couldn’t serve our needs, 
and, as your Programme Secretary, I had already booked a prestigious speaker to come in the 
Autumn on a date when the Guildhall was unavailable.  With this in mind, I eagerly accepted an 
invitation from Tom Harrison, Business Development Manager at Buckinghamshire New University, 
to review the “spaces” they had available for hire. 

As one who has 
watched the 
gradual develop-
ment of the 
University cam-
pus from the 
outside, I realise 
now I have had 
remarkably little 
curiosity about 
the activities 
inside.  I felt 
slightly ashamed 
that I had to ask 
where the main 
reception was; in case I’m not the last person 
in Wycombe to know, it’s on the ground floor of 
their newest iconic building, known to them as 
“the Gateway”, but known to most of us as “the 
blue one”.  A cheerful reception awaits those 
who venture inside and there are copies of 
their prospectus available for the curious. 

One of the first rooms I was shown was the 
Gateway Lecture Theatre on the ground floor, a 
facility which will accommodate an audience of 
up to 200 on smart red chairs.  It is equipped 
as you might expect for a contemporary 
speaker with provision for plugging in a laptop 
within a lectern and no fewer than 3 ceiling-
height projectors which can be operated 
independently.  I couldn’t help commenting on 
the rather ugly unfinished appearance of some 
of the walls and ceiling, but I was assured that 
they’re that way by design. 

Other areas on the ground floor are set up for 
creative use with black walls and curtains 
facilitating photography, and including one 
quite large area which can be configured to 
have a stage and tiered seats if required.  There 
is also a “café area” conveniently nearby. 

As we entered the lift, my host asked if I was 
“happy with heights”. The next room I was 
shown was a conference room, seating up to 
30, with plate glass windows affording a 
fantastic view over High Wycombe.  There’s a 
certain irony that it’s probably the only place 
you can now get a view of the old town without 
the more modern developments stealing the 
show.  The view straight ahead is to the 
church – the view straight downwards is on to 
Abbey Way – Eden is well away to the left. 

As you would 
expect there’s an 
extensive library 
spread over 
several floors, 
the uppermost 
one designated 
as a quiet study 
area and the 
lower ones 
punctuated with 
areas in which 
conversation is 
positively en-
couraged, with 

the occasional enclosed room which might one 
day be hired out for committee meetings.  I was 
beginning to get the idea of why my host talked 
about “spaces” not “rooms” as we walked 
through some of the more open-plan parts.  
Some spaces would be good for exhibitions; 
others for cocktail parties or receptions.  Most 
are as yet untried and the boundaries are 
inexact.  Spaces can be configured and 
furnished according to need. 

From the first floor a bridge leads over into the 
“old building” which abounds with more 
traditional classrooms, and from there it is a 
short walk to the building which houses the 
Owen Harris theatres, adjacent to the 
Alexandra Hotel on Alexandra Road.  I had not 
realised that there were two quite distinct 
lecture theatres in this building, the larger 
accommodating up to 160 attendees; the 
smaller up to 100. 

It was clear from my visit that Buckingham-
shire New University are keen to foster 
relations with their host town.  Tony Fooks has 
already led the way for our Society by involving 
two students in Planning-related activities.  In 
addition to using some of the University 
facilities as a venue, I am hopeful that we will 
have the pleasure of welcoming students and 
staff from the university at some of our events 
over the coming year. 

If any readers wish to hire any of the university 
facilities, they are invited to contact Tom 
Harrison on 01494 601620 or email him at Tom. 
Harrison@bucks.ac.uk. 

Jackie Kay 
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Highgrove: a guided garden tour 
We now have a date for our guided tour of the Prince of Wales’ organic gardens at Highgrove. This 
will be on Tuesday August 10th. 

This year the Prince has introduced a charge of £15 per person.  We will all travel by coach, and will 
stop on the way at Tetbury for lunch etc.  The total cost per person (coach plus entry) will be £28. 

The tour lasts 1½ hours and covers approximately 
2 miles. 

The party is limited to 25 persons so if you have 
already visited Highgrove please do not apply. 

If more than 25 people apply, which seems likely, 
names will be drawn out of the hat at the 
Wycombe Arts Festival talk in the Guildhall on 
Friday May 7th.  You can apply in pairs or singly, 
as you choose.  (If a pair, your names will both be 
written on the same piece of paper so will be 
drawn out of the hat either together or not at all!) 

This visit is only open to members of the High 
Wycombe Society. 

If you are interested in coming or want further 
details please give your name(s) and telephone 
number to Mary Woodman (01494 528106) by 
May 1st. 

 

 

 

A Costly Business 
WHEN THE WDC Planning Committee considers whether to defend an appeal by someone who has 
had their planning application turned down, a common consideration is the possibility that, if the 
Council’s position is “unreasonable”, they may be required to pay not only their own costs but those 
of the appellant.  Indeed, dire threats of the costs sometimes seem like the “shroud-waving” that the 
medical profession is said to indulge in when hospitals are threatened with financial cuts!   

We were therefore very interested to read a 
report presented to the Planning Committee in 
January which set out a full schedule of costs 
awarded, both against WDC and in their 
favour.  Since 2006, the sum awarded against 
WDC (on only 5 claims) was approximately 
£300,000.  The Council itself makes 
applications for costs where possible, but total 
awards in the Council’s favour totalled a mere 
£50,000.   

The report gave a long list of behaviour in 
planning appeals that can be considered 
“unreasonable” and trigger a liability for costs, 
such as failure to meet time deadlines, refusal 
to provide information, and failure to attend, 
etc.  But in the actual cases where WDC had 
suffered awards of costs, the causes were 
typically failure to provide sufficient evidence to 
justify a particular position and, in effect, a 
refusal to acknowledge when their case was 
weak.  In one case of particular interest to our 
Society, a proposal to build on the line of the 
disused High Wycombe to Bourne End railway 
at Wooburn Green (where the Appeal was in 
fact refused on other grounds) the Inspector 
decided, in awarding “partial costs” that WDC 
had been unreasonable in pursuing arguments 

that had been turned down by an Inspector on 
a previous case.  The total award in that 
instance was £23,762. 
The conclusion we draw from all this is that 
adverse awards of costs are a real threat, but 
that every case needs to be considered on its 
merits.  An Inspector’s decision on costs 
cannot always be predicted: the Council’s 
position in the Wooburn Green case seemed 
strong and the award came as a nasty surprise 
to everybody.   
Inevitably, anticipation of how strong, or weak, 
the Council’s case would be if there were an 
appeal feeds back to the decision on the 
original application.  For example, the Council 
was almost certainly right not to refuse a 
recent very unpopular application for 
development on the John North Halls site 
because the only available arguments had been 
dismissed by an Inspector on a previous 
appeal.  But that does not mean that all repeat 
applications for a given site must necessarily 
be let through.  Careful consideration is needed 
in each case, and if the application is 
particularly damaging to local policies, 
sometimes it will be worth taking a calculated 
risk. 
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The Environment Centre – A Valedictory? 
Frances Alexander, the indefatigable prime mover behind the Environment Centre right from its 
conception in the 1990s, has provided us with this sign-off on the work of the centre at Holywell 
Mead.  Please also see her P.S. at the end and consider if you can help.–Ed. 
In High Wycombe, The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead, in the seven years of its life, has 
raised awareness of natural life and also the threats to our planet. 
There were wide-ranging exhibitions on topics such as birds, nuclear power, chalk streams, trees, 
insulating our homes, sustainable Christmas, “Dare to repair, choose to reuse”, exhibitions of art, 
and memorably of Dave French’s photography; allotment growing, environmental work produced by 
schools, small creatures, habitats, Climate Change, The History of the Rye and Holywell Mead – and 
more!   
There have been talks 
and demonstrations 
and film shows,  
Working with Wycombe 
Rangers, pond dipping 
and bug hunts, and 
making friends with a 
bat.  Three trails were 
created – a water trail 
to search the flora and 
fauna in the sur-
rounding rivers, a tree 
trail to identify 17 local 
trees, and a history 
trail – starting with the 
Roman villa on which a 
corner of The Centre 
had been built! 

The Environment Centre has been the hub for 
a growing number of environmental groups.   
Local beekeepers set up an observation beehive 
which has been visited again and again by 
children and their parents and grandparents, 
wondering as the colony dwindles through the 
winter and the honey is eaten, and how 
numbers grow in the springtime, and the hive 
becomes refilled with the sweetest honey you 
ever did taste – being beside the Shelburne 
avenue of lime trees may well have ensured 
that!  In the past two years the Beekeepers 
Association trained 72 beekeepers! 

Wycombe Wildlife Group contributed walks 
and talks and exhibitions.  Friends of the Earth 
used it as their base.  Transition Town High 
Wycombe, most concerned with helping the 
locality cope with reducing dependence on oil, 
have met at The Environment Centre and 
shown a series of thought-provoking films, 
including “An Inconvenient Truth” and “The Age 
of Stupid”. 

The Environment Centre volunteers 
contributed in many ways – hosting duties to 
our thousands of visitors, planning and 
creating exhibitions, helping in the office, 
regularly contributing to local newspapers and 
magazines.  They collected and displayed 
leaflets on every aspect of sustainable living.  
The volunteers were aged between 16 and 84, 

and from every part of 
High Wycombe’s com-
munity.  The Centre 
was frequently tele-
phoned by the press to 
comment on natural or 
ecological stories.   

In our peak year of 
2008, there were 
around 20,000 visitors, 
and over 6,000 
volunteer hours were 
worked – at £10 per 
hour that is a £60,000 
gift! 

Sadly, however, the 
Trustees have been 

unable to establish a viable income stream to 
maintain The Centre and have recently 
announced that this unique centre will close at 
the end of March. 

For the future, the Trustees hope that others 
will take forward the important work of raising 
awareness of environmental issues and leading 
the way in changing lifestyles so that we and 
future generations have a sustainable future. 

The Trustees thank the very many people who 
have supported The Centre in so many ways 
over the years and offer their best wishes for 
the future. 

Frances Alexander 

*     *     * 

P.S.  At the time of writing, there is a move to 
relocate The Environment Centre to the town 
centre.  New trustees are being sought to make 
this venture possible.  At a time when our 
planet is under such threat, please think 
seriously whether you could help.  If we are 
successful, we'll be looking for new volunteers 
to staff The Centre and also offer courses and 
activities.   

Contact me on 01494 439481 or on: 
frances5Walex@aol.com. 

F.A. 

The beautiful upper hall was used for talks, the bees, and
indeed for our own Society’s occasional quizzes. 
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“The Old Time” 
by John Comer 

THIS BOOK is an autobiographical account of a post-Second World War childhood and schooldays 
in the High Wycombe area, during the 1940s and ’50s. 

Reading in essence like a novel it has a real sense of time and place, as those knowing High 
Wycombe will recognise, in particular those who are familiar with, and perhaps still know, the 
north-west of the town.  There are elements of nostalgia, resonant of  Laurie Lee’s ‘Cider with Rosie’, 
or William in the ‘Just William’ stories, but John Comer avoids sentimentality.  He describes his 
early life as it was – the austerity of the times but with the freedoms enjoyed by children – freedoms 
now gone in a changed world. 
John lived on the edge of a town 
which has changed irrecoverably in 
the last half century.  In describing 
his life, he thinly disguises (or not!) 
references to people’s real names.  
There is a universal appeal in the 
evocation of the joys, puzzles and 
fears of growing up, but with its 
specific sense of place, this book 
will fascinate the reader familiar 
with the area and searching 
perhaps for similarities to their own 
early experience. 

There are three sections to the 
book: “The Chiltern Hills”, “Grammar School 
Boy” and “Charmed Lives”.   

The Chiltern Hills 

This describes John’s boyhood territory – 
Plomer Hill and Branchwood – and the conflicts 
with the Downley kids (‘and then it dawned on 
us, the Downley kids have got him’… ‘they’d 
beat you up’); and also West Wycombe school – 
Gaffer and maypole dancing, school black-
berrying expeditions, crazes, the caves and 
grass sledging on the hill.  And in due course, 
working towards the 11 plus… 

Grammar School Boy 

The second section describes John’s time at 
the Royal Grammar School (interspersed by a 
couple of years living in Canterbury): ‘school 
for me was like the sea or the mountains, it 
was there, I went to it without a thought’.  His 
matter-of-fact descriptions of the stern, formal, 
‘public school’ ethos of the R.G.S. with its 
formality and its punishments (Pilgy pinging 
ears with elastic bands and annual canings by 
the Head) contrast with those of the village 
school at West Wycombe.   

His time at Simon Langton Grammar School in 
Canterbury was a happier one.  He was 
encouraged to write, and one story, loosely 
based on the radio programme ‘Dick Barton, 
Special Agent’ made it into the form magazine.  
His teacher, however, had to edit the final 
lines: ‘It was too gruesome, he said…. the 
audience wouldn’t enjoy reading it; it would 
upset them.’  (Buy the book and find out!–Ed.) 

Then back to Wycombe, the R.G.S., 
rugby, boxing, the cadet force, 
dancing classes with the High 
School girls and meeting his 
girlfriend outside the Rex cinema on 
a Saturday night.  There is a 
wonderful word picture of the 
entertainment available in the town 
then – coffee bars, the Liberal Club 
and the cinemas – ‘…the Rex, not as 
posh as the Odeon, but higher up 
than the Palace which was a flea 
pit, but the real flea pit was the 
Grand in Desborough Road…’ 

Charmed Lives 
The final section describes the beginnings of 
his escape from High Wycombe, before 
university –  trips down to the West Country, 
camping and using empty houses for shelter 
with his friends.  There is a great sense of 
freeing the bonds, with French girls and cider 
in Sidmouth, ‘on the road’….. a long way from 
home, but then back, for a while, to Ma, the 
bungalow, and Branchwood. Comer writes, of 
1961: 

‘The losses, the deaths, the fragmentation 
hadn’t even begun.  We had lived charmed 
lives until then.  We had been the most 
fortunate generation on earth, born during 
the war but not of it, and we had a 
wonderful innocence inside us which 
vanished like the summer mist from then 
on.’ 

This book must touch many readers in the 
High Wycombe area as it is a kaleidoscope of 
memories and experiences which will be 
familiar to many who grew up here in those 
post-war years.  Yet the sense of time and 
place and the classic ‘growing up/rite of 
passage’ format give the book a general appeal 
and make a poignant but ironic contrast to the 
more affluent but more regimented and 
protected childhoods of today. 

John Willson 
“The Old Time”, by John Comer, on-line from 
Amazon, £6.99 plus p&p (follow the link to 
Greenoakmoods), or send a cheque for £6.99 
with your address to the author at 65, Greenoak 
Crescent, Stirchley, Birmingham, B30 2TD. 

Local Book Review 
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Letters 

How Unusual are High Wycombe’s Church Gates?
Having studied some aspects of eighteenth-
century British ironwork, I was intrigued to 
learn, from the High Wycombe Society’s 
Autumn Newsletter, that the church gates in 
High Wycombe were commissioned in 1772.  
This raises a possibility that they were 
unusual, possibly unique. 

Little wrought ironwork was 
commissioned in the second 
half of the century, because 
of the high cost of wrought 
iron.  Most of it was made in 
furnaces using charcoal as 
fuel, requiring an extra-
ordinary quantity of wood to 
produce that charcoal.  Since 
there were other big demands 
for wood, particularly for 
shipbuilding, the manu-
facture of wrought iron in Britain declined 
substantially: the best was imported.  This 
situation changed radically at the end of the 
century, mainly due to a new process 
(“puddling”) for making wrought iron using 
coal, patented by Henry Cort in 1784. 

In the meantime cast iron, made in blast 
furnaces using coke as fuel, was comparatively 
cheap: iron gates, railings and balustrades 
were more likely to be cast than wrought.  
When the Adam brothers were building the 
Adelphi in London, they managed to make the 
balustrades on their balconies look like 
wrought iron.  One story goes that they paid a 
blacksmith to forge basic items such as a 
scroll, then used these items to make the 
moulds from which they cast the rest.  This not 
only reduced the cost of the work, but ensured 
that all the balustrades looked the same. 

Our church gates, however, were made from 
wrought iron.  Two of their features are 
characteristic of this period. 

The vertical bars were shaped by hammering, 
the method used until the 1780s, when Cort 
first rolled out wrought iron bars. 

Also there is a marked 
difference in shape between 
different scrolls.  Blacksmiths 
can, without much difficulty, 
produce a set of similar-
looking scrolls. These 
differences were probably 
created deliberately to 
emphasise that the iron was 
not cast: it was smiths’ work, 
and the people who 
commissioned it could afford 
their services. 

The authorities who commissioned our church 
gates specified “wrought iron… with scroll 
ornaments”.  Did they want to show off their 
wealth (or their patron’s)?  Or were they 
unaware of the savings they could make by 
using cast iron? 

The Adelphi was completed in 1772, so it’s 
possible that High Wycombe’s authorities 
didn’t know about the balustrades when they 
commissioned the gates.  But the blacksmith 
who did the work knew, and made his scrolls 
accordingly.  This is why I believe the project 
may be an unusual one. 

For those wanting to know more of the 
processes used historically in ironmaking, 
there is plenty on the Web, including my own 
site at www.henrycort.net 

Eric Alexander 
 

 

We’re not political, but…(concluded from p.4) 

proposals, final decisions are taken by the 
Secretary of State following a public 
inquiry. 

• removing gardens from the definition of 
“brownfield development”. 

• restoring the “needs test”, only recently 
abolished, thus requiring developers to 
make the case for out-of-town 
developments. 

• limiting retrospective planning consent to 
rectifying genuine mistakes. 

The unifying theme seems to be to keep central 
Government out of local decisions.  Never-
theless, some of these ideas will no doubt be 
gone over very closely by professional planners.  

While the nation may well enjoy living without 
Government-imposed regional house-building 
targets, it is not obvious that abolishing the IPC 
and reverting to a system whereby a Local 
Public Inquiry has to consider, say, the safety of 
a new kind of nuclear reactor or the national 
desirability of a new high-speed railway line 
makes sense.  And if there is to be no 
retrospective planning consent in future, what is 
the alternative?  To automatically require all 
development put up without consent to be 
knocked down again? 

It is interesting that a political party has put the 
planning system on the agenda for the 
forthcoming general election, and we await the 
informed debate which we hope will follow the 
issue of the Green Paper. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr and Mrs Brearley of Rectory Ave., HW. 
Mr R A Hussein of Laburnum Rd., HW. 
 

 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs Patricia Perfect 

Patricia Perfect was a newsletter “postman” for 
many years, and used to assist Jack Scruton in 
preparing exhibitions.  We extend our 
condolences to her family and friends.   
 

 

Publicity Officer 
Our Publicity Officer Graham Paterson is 
stepping down after nearly eight years of service 
to the Society. 

Graham has done a fine job over this time and 
we send him and Dena our best wishes. Now we 
need a replacement.  There is no job 
description!  The core activity is to make posters 
advertising our events and to place details in the 
Bucks Free Press, the Library and other local 
outlets.  However, if someone has any other 
ideas for getting the Society better known, then 
feel free! 

Graham is happy to ‘show the ropes’ – including 
how he creates his posters on the computer – to 
whoever volunteers to take on this role.  After 
that, you can be as creative as you like!   

For further information contact me on 01494 
528106. 

Mary Woodman 

Snow, snow, snow! 
Our intended meeting on 8 January to be 
addressed by John Smithson of the High 
Wycombe Film Society was postponed due to 
snow.  Members on email were informed 
thereby, and regular attenders at meetings not 
on email were advised by phone.  We hope no-
one turned up to be disappointed by a notice on 
the door!  The meeting has now been re-
arranged for 19 March.  We hope to see you 
there.  Perhaps we shall even see some pictures 
of snow in earlier days! 
 

 

FAGAM 
The next meeting of the Forum for Affiliated 
Groups and All Members (FAGAM) is in the 
Friends Meeting House on 26 March.  This is 
your opportunity to raise issues of concern to 
you or the affiliated group you represent, 
particularly on matters concerning planning, 
transport and The Rye.  It would be helpful if you 
could advise the Hon. Sec. in advance of any 
issues you intend to raise: this will help the 
Executive members to be better prepared. 
 

 

And from the Editor… 
This newsletter is only as good as its 
contributions.  Many thanks to all those who 
have contributed copy for this issue.  Material 
for the Summer 2010 issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 May, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2010  

Friday, 19th March 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: The History of High Wycombe – a film show 
presented by John Smithson, High Wycombe Film Society 
(REARRANGED FROM 8 JANUARY – see above). 

Friday, 26th March 
7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House, 
25 London Road 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and All Members (see above). 

Friday, 9th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by Reports 
from the Society’s Groups. 

Friday, 7th May 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Wycombe Arts Festival Meeting: Fighting to Save Old Buildings.  
Speaker: Elaine Byrne of the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB).  Elaine will speak on the work of 
SPAB with reference to past cases in High Wycombe. 

Sunday, 9th May 
11.00am–5.00pm 

National Mills Day.  Pann Mill open 11am–5pm. 
Bric-a-brac stall, Teas & Cakes, plants, sale of flour (water level 
permitting), craft activities by Wycombe Museum.  Also Annual 
Town Trail, 2.30pm, meet at Parish Church, finish at Pann Mill; 
Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Sunday, 6th June Shared Car Trip to Taplow Court (see p.5). 
  

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


