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The Legacy of the Year Ahead 

2012 LOOKS SET to be remembered for two events at a National level: the Queen‟s Diamond 

Jubilee in June and the Olympics in July and August.  We can expect there to be some local street 

parties, and there has been talk of a giant screen for the people of Wycombe to view sporting 

events.  But when the celebrations are over, will we also look back on 2012 as a year in which we 

stood by while fateful decisions were taken regarding such things as HS2 and the environment, 

and parts of our town‟s precious facilities and heritage were lost?  Let‟s hope not, but in the 

current economic climate there is plenty to be anxious about. 

One small but positive side-effect of all the talk about the Olympics is the increasingly common 

use and understanding of the term „legacy‟ to describe a project‟s long-term impact.  There 

seems to be a rise in public awareness that, perhaps especially in times of austerity, when there 

are pressures to meet short-term project goals, there is still a need to consider the desired 

longer-term outlook. 

It seems to me that Enduring Legacy is what the High Wycombe Society is all about.  Whether it‟s 

recognising and preserving the legacy we have inherited (which we tend to call “Heritage”) or 

assuring the legacy of future developments (which we do within our “Planning” and “Transport” 

activities), we care about our town not just because we live and work here, but because we want 

others to enjoy the legacy of our actions in years to come. 

This edition of the newsletter outlines some ambitious 

plans from the Pann Mill team, and asks you to consider 

what you can do to help.  They are continually adding value 

to the legacy of past work which we all enjoy on our regular 

Open Days.  There‟s an appeal, too, from our Planning 

Group who would welcome more members to take on some 

of their workload around the town. 

There‟ll be a chance to catch up on what all our groups 

have been doing (and want to do) at our AGM on 13th April 

which we hope will be well-attended.  In the meantime, if 

you‟re planning to attend a street party later in the year, 

why not plan to take a Pann Mill mug along with you as a 

talking point?  You never know where that may lead.  We need to grow our membership to further 

our aims.  Your Programme and Membership group would like to see some new faces at our 

Quarterly Meetings and other events in the year ahead. 

Jackie Kay

A Pann Mill mug amid early Spring flowers in 
the Pann Mill garden. 

Photo: Malcolm Connell 
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Planning This Quarter 

A GREAT DEAL of the Group‟s work this quarter has been related to the short-term future of the Town 

Centre, what is happening at Handy Cross and Daws Hill, and what might happen in the future at 

Abbey Barn South.  Meanwhile the National Planning Policy Framework has been going through the 

mill, and we really do need more members on the Planning Group to provide first-hand knowledge of 

additional areas of the town and to share the workload (see Page 10). 

Town Centre Planning During the Council‟s 

consultation on the Site Allocations Document 

and Masterplan in the autumn, WDC officers and 

Councillors explained that it may be 2026 before 

the Abbey Way flyover can be removed and our 

town thereby transformed.  In the meantime the 

alternative route which one day will become the 

new A40 needs to be refined and put into 

operation. 

WDC has launched an exercise to identify short-

term measures to improve the „Public Realm‟ in 

the town centre.  These include improving the 

„Swan Frontage‟, de-cluttering the High Street of 

all that dreadful „street furniture‟, „greening‟ the 

town centre generally and attracting more 

activity into Frogmoor.  There have been useful 

sessions, incorporating „walkabouts‟ of the 

relevant areas.  These have brought together 

Councillors, the Town Centre Manager, 

Wycombe Watch (the shops‟ mutual security 

organisation), and representatives of BCC 

Transport, Arriva and the Market Traders.  They 

have identified many measures that can be 

taken for short-term benefits. 

We look forward to seeing the resulting „action 

plans‟ as soon as possible.  However, we have 

also taken the view that the Council really needs 

to prepare and work up – with the assistance of 

consultants if necessary – its own vision for the 

Town Centre of the future, with well-

characterised and differentiated „zones‟ and 

themes for different purposes.  There is a risk 

that ad hockery, consultation and short-termism 

could turn out to be a substitute for a coherent 

strategy. 

Frogmoor - The Screen  Much of the Public 

Realm session on Frogmoor was taken up with 

WDC Cabinet‟s decision in principle on 5th  

December to erect a large screen in Frogmoor in 

time for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations and 

the Olympics.  The Group subsequently wrote to 

Councillors to express their interest but also 

their concern.  Frogmoor and Chiltern Centre 

businesses are desperate to see more activity in 

Frogmoor – which must be right – but in the 

Group‟s view the screen must be for a trial 

period and community reaction must be closely 

monitored; and there are many ways in which a 

negative visual impact on the Frogmoor open 

space can be avoided or mitigated.  We look 

forward to a meeting with Councillors about this.  

And once again, the long-term future of 

Frogmoor once Abbey Way is removed and Arch 

Way narrowed needs to be worked through. 

Daws Hill and Abbey Barn South The focus of 

community involvement in the proposals for RAF 

Daws Hill has moved to the „Daws Hill Reference 

Group‟, which brings together WDC, BCC, 

ourselves and the Daws Hill Residents who are 

now receiving advice on turning themselves into 

a Neighbourhood Planning Forum under the 

Localism Act.  We see very little progress on the 

pressing issue of transport links to the town and 

the outside world.  Meanwhile, we have made 

clear our opposition to a bizarre scheme to run 

electric buses across the end of the Rye and 

along Wendover way.  We have also met with 

representatives of the Berkeley Group, who have 

an option on the Abbey Barn South site, and we 

made clear that, not only does this site feature 

in WDC‟s Core Strategy only on a „when needed‟ 

basis, but also that, in our view, development of 

this AONB and Green Belt site should never take 

place. 

John Lewis and Next  The Group looked at John 

Lewis‟ application in November to vary their 

existing consent for their Holmers Farm Way 

store to allow the sale of clothing, footwear and 

fashion goods.  We concluded that in 2012, with 

clothing now available at nearby Asda, no 

convincing case could be made to continue the 

restriction which has been in place since the 

store opened in 1987.  As we go to press, the 

Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead is 

objecting on the grounds of damage to 

Maidenhead town centre! 

Similar issues are raised by a proposal from 

Next.  We were invited to attend a pre-

application presentation about their proposed 

„Home and Garden‟ store on the Cressex Island 

site.  Visually the proposal is attractive, the 

concept will probably succeed with Wycombe 

residents, and most of the store‟s trade will 

compete with retail parks, not with town centre 

stores.  However, there is a clothing element 

and, although Next are adamant that they will 

continue to operate their town centre store in 

Eden, the Group has been looking closely at 

what is proposed. 

HS2  This is a thought-provoking project, to say 

the least, but the Group decided there was a risk 

of us spending too much time, when our sister 

organisations closer to the damage that will be 

done to the countryside and the AONB (even 

with the Government‟s recent minor 
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adjustments) are in a better position to do 

battle.  The Group remains in support of the 

ongoing opposition to the project. 

Needham Bowling Site  In December the Group 

met the architects of this site in Desborough 

Road where a development of 76 residential 

units (including five „live/work‟ units) is 

proposed.  Interesting design issues are raised, 

the Council‟s Conservation staff wishing the 

building to echo the adjoining historic Birch‟s 

furniture factory.  The Group felt the architect‟s 

proposal was tasteful even though it does not 

mirror the factory closely.  The Group also 

decided that the developer‟s proposal for the 

development to be gated – although with the 

green spaces clearly visible from outside – was 

realistic and inevitable. 

Noise in the Town Centre  Member Jette Peddie 

drew the Group‟s attention to the fact that 

residents in new town-centre flats sometimes 

complain about disturbance and noise, and this 

can scare off much-needed economic activity.  

The Group felt the appropriate balance was for 

the Planning Authority to insist on high levels of 

acoustic insulation, and for prospective 

owners/tenants to be warned that there is no 

right to silence with your windows open in the 

town centre!  The Group will take this line in 

commenting on relevant future developments. 

Bassetsbury Manor  The Group were pleased to 

be invited to discussions by the architect 

retained by Crown House School to advise them 

on adaptations to Bassetsbury Manor for school 

use (see Page 7). 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)  

We keenly await the next version of the 

Government‟s 58-page all-purpose planning 

document.  Meanwhile, we note that the 

Communities and Local Government Select 

Committee has made many useful suggestions, 

some of which the Government looks like 

accepting, and it would appear that one of the 

Committee‟s most useful and persuasive 

witnesses was Tony Burton of Civic Voice. 

Chris Woodman 

 

 

Civic Voice – to join or not to join?

AT OUR AGM last year, there was a brief but lively exchange on whether we, like many other civic 

societies up and down the country, should join Civic Voice, the successor organisation to the Civic 

Trust (which went into receivership in 2009 after over 50 years of activity).  Your Executive Committee 

have kept a watchful eye on its progress since then, and continually considered the potential merits 

and costs of joining. 

Taking a close interest throughout the year has 

been our Hon. Vice-Chairman, Tony Fooks, who 

recently prepared a comprehensive report on the 

subject. 

In his report, Tony states “As we move further 

into the 21st Century, with Government Policies 

ever changing on issues that affect each one of 

us in our own locality, I feel it is important to 

have an organisation which works with other 

National Bodies as well as Government ministers 

and their departments to ensure that our locality 

is the area in which we are happy to live, work 

and take part in local activities.” 

Giving Local Societies a National Voice is not an 

easy concept to sell, but Civic Voice has 

succeeded in raising the profile of civic issues 

nationally, and gathered a broad range of 

influential supporters.  Our local MP Mr Steve 

Baker has joined a group of MPs in the House of 

Commons to support Civic Voice. 

It is clear, however, that the organisation is still 

evolving, and, whilst there are some aspects of 

its work that interest the High Wycombe Society 

and its members, your Executive Committee 

feels that it is not the right time for the Society 

to commit to join.  It is proposed to continue to 

stay tuned in to Civic Voice communications and 

activities, and explore any opportunities of 

benefit to the Society.  In line with the 

agreement at last year‟s AGM a proposal to join 

would need to be put into a formal motion to be 

considered by the members at a suitable time in 

the future. 

 
 

 

 

Tony Fooks at Pann Mill 
Photo by Stuart King. 
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The Millers’ Tale 2011 

UNLIKE MR CHAUCER‟S little effort with a similar title this really is about millers and a mill.  At Pann 

Mill, the Mill Team are often asked what we do and our stock response is “Please come and join us on 

one of our work mornings and see for yourself”.  Acknowledging that this is not always possible, we 

thought that we would highlight the work that has gone on this last year. 

So who are we?  There are now eight regular 

members of the team including Margaret who 

does such a fine job keeping the garden in trim.  

John Aspinell joined us during the year and has 

made a splendid contribution especially with the 

heavy garden work.  Other members of the team 

are Robert, our notional Team Leader (there has 

to be someone to blame when it all goes wrong), 

John, Alan, Kevin, Raymond and Malcolm.  None 

of us is a skilled millwright but we can turn our 

hands to metal and wood work, building 

maintenance, most forms of DIY and making tea 

and coffee.  Oh, and we are now adept at 

operating an antique watermill. 

The Bridge Over the River Wye.  A major project 

last year, not strictly over the Wye but over the 

leat by the water wheel.  The idea was to provide 

better access to view the wheel particularly for 

those with limited mobility.  The bridge was 

completed in 

time for the 

first Open Day 

in May and 

was remarked 

on by many 

visitors.  There 

was a bridge 

in a similar 

position years 

ago so we are adding this to the “Restoration” 

heading.  The design that we used is very old 

and, apart from those holding the walkway 

down, there are no screws holding the railings 

together, just some complex joints and wooden 

pegs. 

Woodland Walks.  As part of the bridge project 

we made an access path up the slope. This 

required us to move several buckets full of 

daffodil and other bulbs, but they have all been 

relocated 

elsewhere in 

the garden 

and we look 

forward to 

seeing them 

come up 

again this 

year.  We also 

extended the 

path through 

the trees to provide a more pleasant route to the 

tea shop on Open Days.  Margaret has put lots 

of woodland plants along this path and it is 

already looking very good.  We still need to make 

a proper surface so if you know where we can 

get a load of wood chippings for free then we 

would be very keen to hear from you.  We can 

provide our own transport. 

Recycling a Leaf or Two.  A feature of the mill 

grounds is the leafy shade provided by the trees.  

Unfortunately, come the autumn all those leaves 

fall to the ground and need to be collected and 

disposed of.  Years ago, before they invented 

global warming, we would have warm dry 

summers and 

early autumn 

frosts, and 

the leaves fell 

over a short 

period and 

could be 

cleared away 

over a few 

weeks.  Last 

year, 

however, we had a damp summer and warm 

autumn so we seemed to be picking up the 

leaves for months.  They all go into a large cage 

and over the following year reduce to about a 

cubic metre of leaf mould.  This is then spread 

strategically throughout the garden and so the 

cycle continues. 

Keeping it Running.  The Open Days attracted 

visitors from near and far, home and abroad and 

it is always interesting to hear stories of the mill 

in times past or other mills throughout the 

world.  It is surprising just how many places still 

rely on the village mill or even home grinding. 

The new wheel sluice that was fitted in 2010 has 

continued to work well.  We have now modified 

the belt tensioner and added oilers to the main 

bearings and this has greatly improved the 

reliability.  However, if you have expertise in belt 

drives then we would love to hear from you; 

there is still room for improvement.  Our regular 

winter maintenance programme involves 

opening and cleaning the millstones, checking 

bearings and other moving parts, oiling the 

wooden cogs and cleaning the moss from the 

roof. 

Ever Onward  Looking to the future, we aim to 

replace the shed with a purpose-designed 

building that will include kitchen, toilet, store, 

workshop and display area.  We also need to 

paint the water wheel, treat the wood cladding 

on the mill, move the stairs to improve access 

and various other things.  Sound interesting?  

Come and join us, you‟ll find it very worthwhile. 

Malcolm Connell 
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“What do you Want ... 
                if you don’t want money?” 

UNLIKE ADAM FAITH‟s friend, the Pann Mill Team do want money, but for now that is not the purpose 

of this little article.  What we do want is a little help.  No, please don‟t stop reading straight away, we 

did let you off the money! 

A major project is on the horizon to replace the 

shed in the mill grounds with a purpose 

designed visitor and restoration centre.  This will 

house a general store and workshop, garden 

equipment store, refreshment facility and toilets.  

The existing shed has served its purpose well 

during the years of restoration of the mill, but 

we now need to improve the facilities for visitors 

particularly on Open Days.  The team also need 

better space to renovate some of the old 

machinery and possibly return it to working 

condition. 

A design has been produced for such a building 

and the Executive Committee have discussed 

this and approved it in principle.  The building 

will be somewhat larger than at present and 

incorporate the required facilities. 

 

The main room itself is rather larger than the 

existing shed and will allow us to separate 

storage and display areas from a 

workshop/restoration area.  Should the weather 

be inclement on Open Days then the indoor 

display area will be much better for visitors.  The 

kitchen will meet current requirements for food 

safety and incorporate much improved facilities 

for the hard working providers of refreshments.  

There will be a paved area for seating that 

should be easier to use than the wobbly tables 

on the grass as at present.  Toilet and changing 

facilities are an obvious and necessary 

improvement to facilities. 

A model has been made (Well done John!) of the 

proposed building to show how it will look (see 

photo).  We intend that the external walls will be 

timber framed with natural wood cladding above 

a brick plinth.  The lack of windows is not an 

error but a feature to improve security. 

So where does the help come in?  Well, we are 

not looking for labour (yet) as we have to go 

through the hoops of planning consent.  

However, we firmly expect to get permission to 

build something very like the plans and it is not 

going to be cheap.  So what we really need is 

help with fund raising.  If you have any expertise 

in this area, or if you would just like to help, then 

please contact the Mill Team either via the 

Newsletter Editor or by e-mail to 

manager@pannmill.org.uk .  We would ideally 

like to have a small team who could do the 

necessary research and hunt for funds.  If you 

already have access to some money and would 

like to sponsor part of the building then we 

would definitely like to hear from you.  Better 

still, come down to the mill on one of our work 

mornings on the first or third Sunday of the 

month and talk about it.  We will offer you tea or 

coffee and we promise that you will not be 

pressed to lift anything heavy; well not straight 

away. 

As an afterthought of course, a more 

appropriate song would be by the Flying Lizards 

in 1979 – “Money (That‟s What I Want)”. 

Malcolm Connell

 

 

At the end of the last Pann Mill Open Day in 2011, Ben Cook generously donated a limited edition print 

of his painting of Pann Mill in Winter, requesting that it be used to raise funds for the Society.  It will 

be raffled at our Quarterly Meeting in May. 

mailto:manager@pannmill.org.uk
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What does “Sustainable Development” mean?

Media coverage of reaction to the Government‟s National Planning Policy Framework proposals shows 

that our Planning Group‟s worry about the “presumption in favour of sustainable development” is 

shared by a host of influential groups around the country.  Without a proper definition of “sustainable 

development”, this presumption could indeed signal a go-ahead for all sorts of detrimental schemes.

One reason for worrying about the Government‟s 

intentions is their closure, in March 2011, of the 

Sustainable Development Commission, set up by 

the previous government to advise them and 

their devolved administrations about sustainable 

development.  The SDC has left an archive 

website www.sd-commission.org.uk that is well 

worth a visit; while their Economics 

Commissioner, Tim Jackson, has produced a 

book, Prosperity Without Growth, giving a 

fascinating insight into ideas circulating in the 

Commission for radical measures that may be 

needed to achieve real sustainable development. 

Government‟s current policy, by contrast, seems 

preoccupied with any sort of growth to help us 

out of our economic woes.  For those of us who 

look beyond this concern, to consider the world 

we leave to future generations, real sustainable 

development is a vital tool. 

The overriding need is to limit global warming, 

which scientists warn could be 4oC by 2100.  In 

Jackson‟s words, “a warming world may pose 

the greatest threat to survival we face.”  We can 

expect massive pressure on all governments for 

timely measures to counter this threat. 

The UK already has a blueprint for the policies 

required: the Centre for Alternative Technology‟s 

Zero Carbon Britain 2030.  I‟ve followed CAT‟s 

progress for nearly 30 years.  They have massive 

experience in applying the technologies needed 

to limit global warming, and have devoted a 

prodigious effort to researching their ZCB 

project.  References in their report run to 28 

pages. 

They advocate a range of measures for Britain to 

become carbon-neutral by 2030 without 

recourse to further nuclear generation.  If 

enough countries adopted similar measures, 

global warming might be limited to 1.5oC, as 

envisaged at Kyoto.  You can find good 

summaries on the Web, or download a copy via 

www.cat.org.uk: I‟ll concentrate on the impact 

on the planning process if sustainable 

development under NPPF were defined as 

compatibility with the ZCB2030 report. 

The report envisages development mainly in 

existing settlements, since building new ones 

consumes significantly more energy.  The 

amount of land used to grow food should be 

increased, while development should be avoided 

on sites where biodiversity is an important 

feature, and in areas at high risk of natural 

hazards like flooding. 

The effect on local infrastructure and amenities 

is also important.  Hospitals, schools and 

transport must be able to cope with increases in 

population.  Car use is to be discouraged: so 

good access to buses and trains, safe routes for 

walking and cycling (particularly on the journey 

to school), no out-of-town shopping centres.  In 

the High Wycombe context, reopening the 

railway to Bourne End would be helpful. 

Where development is allowed, buildings must 

be of high environmental standard, using 

sustainable materials, and with a premium given 

to micro generation of electricity.  Industry must 

be geared to saving energy, tapping renewable 

sources and producing equipment to help 

towards these ends.  Indiscriminate production 

of consumer goods is both economically and 

environmentally unsustainable, while generalised 

claims for developments that “create new jobs” 

ignore the destruction of old ones through the 

competition such developments generate. 

Although the scenario favours renewable 

generation of electricity, implying wind turbines 

and wind farms, most of these would be 

offshore.  People still unfortunate enough to find 

themselves living near structures they find 

offensive should consider how much more 

unfortunate their descendants will be if we fail to 

control our carbon emissions. 

Eric Alexander 
 

 

 

Still waters running deep 
A recent consultation on Surface Water Management Plans 

highlighted a need to cater for exceptional deluge conditions 

which could occur more frequently as a result of climate change.  

However, our existing climate is quite sufficient to cause some 

problems on a regular basis.  This picture was taken by The 

Editor on Christmas Day 2011 and is of the underpass outside 

Wycombe Abbey - not the most prestigious way to try to enter 

our Town! 

 

http://www.cat.org.uk/
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Bassetsbury Manor  
and Crown House School 

In November 2009 the Bucks Free Press 

announced that the Grade II-listed Bassetsbury 

Manor had been sold for £1million to Crown 

House School, which currently occupies a large, 

handsome Victorian house in London Road.  Well 

– not quite!  The contract was all subject to 

planning permission, for which the School must 

apply by the beginning of April 2012.  The Group 

was therefore pleased to be invited by local 

architect Richard Clarke (at the suggestion of 

the District Council) to meet to view possible 

ways in which he might meet the School‟s remit 

to provide two extra classrooms and, if possible, 

a separate building described as a “sports hall”.  

This conjured up nightmares of a huge, tall new 

structure dominating the eastern end of the Rye 

and Holywell Mead. 

We were, however, largely reassured.  The 

bowling green will stay and the new classrooms 

need not be obtrusive or damage the context of 

the ancient building.  The existing garage would 

become an office and the hall would be a general 

purpose hall (for assemblies, dining and events, 

with a curved profile rising to a modest 6 metres 

at one end (enough for 10-year-olds to play 

badminton and the same as the adjacent 

Bassetsbury Barn).  The external walls would be 

clad in natural cedar which weathers to a silver 

colour.  Two alternative locations were 

suggested: one would be on the existing tennis 

courts, close to the Manor, and the other would 

be displaced towards the access road to the 

Swimming Pool.  Putting it on the tennis court 

would avoid having a big new structure in a 

prominent position when viewed from the Rye to 

the West.  On the other hand, there is a case for 

the ancient complex of the Manor and barn not 

to be compromised by a new structure close to 

it and the Group is reflecting on these options.  

The Group also saw an issue with the much 

smaller new classrooms, which it was suggested 

might be in a bright blue – the school colours!  

They felt that a smaller, less conspicuous use of 

the colour would be more appropriate. 

Chris Woodman 

 

 

Bucks in Time 
December 2011 saw the launch of a new book 

featuring High Wycombe, a Bucks Free Press 

publication, with over 80 photos from the 
SWOP collection, and text written by Mike 

Dewey, costing a very reasonable £7.99. 

It is a brilliant little book, filled with anecdotes 

and lesser-known photos, and split into five 

chapters:- Transport, Entertainment, 

Shopping, World Wars and Education.  The 

photos are not only of Wycombe, but 

surrounding areas such as Bourne End and 

Marlow.  It is difficult to pick out highlights, 

but I will try! 

There is a photo of King George V leading 

military training exercises at Lane End during 

WW1, a pontoon bridge at Medmenham erected 

in 1913, a huge crowd of children outside the 
Grand cinema (something to think about when 

I go by on the bus!), a rustic, peaceful Barmoor 

Farm before Booker Air Park was built. 

Also, there are plenty of fascinating stories of 

local characters, including Frederick Youens, 

the only Wycombe-born holder of the Victoria 

Cross, and, on a lighter note, the irrepressible 

Frogmoor newsagent Jacob Popp and his 

endless court appearances for Sunday trading.  

I learned several facts I didn't know before. 

I have shown this book to my daughter and 
nephew, both in their twenties, and they 

enjoyed it.  In fact, I think it is a good 

introduction to local history for young people 

who think they are not interested!  I find most 

people are interested in the history of their own 

locality. 

One last thing - as this book is A5 size and 

soft-backed, it is ideal to take out with you to 

show friends (great conversation starter!) or to 

post overseas. 

Denise Lindsay 
 

Time for Tea? 
Just another reminder that Pann Mill mugs as 

used on Mill Open Days are available for you to 

purchase.  They feature the Pann Mill logo in 

green on front and back, and are very 
functional for that morning coffee in your 

garden now that Spring is here.  Very 

reasonably priced at just £3.00 each they are 

available direct from Eileen Walters (Tel: 

01494 449902) or at our quarterly meetings or 

Open Days.  Buy a set of 6 and get a FREE 

bag of Pann Mill’s genuine stoneground 

wholemeal flour. 

Site visit on a cold Valentine’s Day – left to right Andrew 
Taylor, Richard Clarke , Evelyn Roe.  

Photo: Chris Woodman 
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Wycombe Worthies – The Search Continues

In our Winter Newsletter we appealed to readers to nominate twentieth-century individuals, worthy of 
honour for their contributions to High Wycombe.  Quick off the starting blocks in response to our 
appeal was Society Member, Caroline Pudney, followed closely by Dr Catherine Grigg, Collections and 
Interpretation Officer at Wycombe Museum.  Here are their suggestions. 

New Nomination One 

Regarding the nominations for twentieth- 

century figures to be honoured, I hope I will 

not be the only person to suggest: 

Jack Scruton, Pioneer in Conservation, 

Saviour of the Rye, 1965 

Jack Scruton, 1915 to 1991, was the founder 

of the High Wycombe Society, a campaigner for 

the town and the saviour of The Rye when it 

was threatened with a road going through it. 

He was an inspirational figure to many, a 

much loved teacher, and was awarded the 

MBE.  Following his death a booklet was 

produced by his widow Olive and by Frances 

Alexander which gives a wonderful account of 

his life and his contribution to the town: 

having known Jack I treasure my copy.  It 

describes him as a Pioneer in Conservation: if 

we define Progress as improvement or 

development, can it also encompass 

preservation of what is valuable but under 
threat? 

Caroline Pudney 

 

New Nomination Two 

Further to your article I would like to make a 

nomination.  It is: 

John Mayes, Curator of Wycombe Museum, 

Librarian and author, 1960 

John Mayes (1911-2001) became Curator of 

Wycombe Museum in addition to Borough 

Librarian in 1948 after staging High 

Wycombe‟s first exhibition of Windsor chairs.  

It is largely thanks to him that Wycombe 

Museum built up a collection of Windsor chairs 

and associated tools.  He was aware that the 

traditional craft of „bodging‟ or turning Windsor 

chair legs on a pole lathe was on the point of 

dying out and so took the last opportunity to 
record interviews with chair makers.  He 

published The History of Chairmaking in High 
Wycombe in 1960 which made use of these 
interviews.  He also researched and published 

on other aspects of local history including 

papermaking. 

Catherine Grigg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Grigg was not alone in mentioning 
John Mayes in recent correspondence to the 
Editor.  David Snoxell’s article on Castle Hill 
provoked a number of reactions from members 
and non-members of the Society including this 
letter from a former Mayor of High Wycombe: 

When I came to High Wycombe more than 40 

years ago, the then local branch of the National 
Housewives‟ Register organised morning 

classes – and one of the 10-week courses was 

given by John Mayes on the History of High 

Wycombe. 

John was President of the High Wycombe 

Society for many years and known and 

respected by all.  Week by week he regaled us 

with tales of our town, and instilled in me a 

love for the area.  I can hear him chuckling as 

he told about the lace-maker who would not lift 

her skirts to demonstrate to an interested 

stranger that lace-makers kept their fingers 

Jack Scruton surveying Desborough Castle  

SWOP Photo reference: HWS:28612 

John Mayes at Wycombe Museum  
Photo Courtesy of Wycombe Museum 

SWOP Photo reference: MHW:02170 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 9 NEWSLETTER SPRING 2012 
 

 

 

warm by having their feet on a pan of coals 

from the fire – as it was the bottle of gin that 

she did not want to be seen!  And his delight in 

showing one of the two caltrops that he had 

found on the Rye – proving to his satisfaction 

that there had been a Civil 

War battle there. 

And if he and the blessed 

Ashworth (Author of The 
History of The Borough of 
High Wycombe from its 
Origins to 1880 - page 5) 
told us that at the end of 

the wars of Matilda and 

Stephen, there had been 
resistance by Wycombe‟s 

Brian Fitzcount, having 

received the manor 

through a marriage 

arranged by Henry I, why 

should I disbelieve them?  

He also said that Stephen had in all probability 

encamped on Desborough Castle because 

during an archaeological dig there, the tooth of 

a deer was found and carbon-dated to that 

time, and venison would have been eaten only 

by royalty. 

Thank you, David Snoxell, for setting the 

history correct, but I am grateful to John for 
the stories he told, and sad some may not have 

been authentic, but those talks inspired me to 

care about our town and eventually I was 

proud to become its mayor for a year – taking 

the theme of Loving High Wycombe. 

If anyone is interested in helping me to 

complete the set of markers for the town 

boundary stones  – please get in touch 

Frances5Walex@aol.com 

Frances Alexander 
 

 

Members may have noticed that the Bucks Free 
Press was quick to quote from David Snoxell’s 
article shortly after it was published.  The 
subject also aroused the interest of local 

archaeologist, Peter Borrows, who has an 
alternative explanation for the mystery of the 
mound at Castle Hill.  He has since written: 

I read David Snoxell‟s article on Castle Hill 

Mound with interest and 

he makes a good case for 

dismissing the “myth” that 

the origin dates back to 

the time of Stephen and 

Matilda.  I need to make it 

clear that I have not 

studied the various 

references cited by David, 

but I have looked at the 
mound from a 

construction viewpoint.  I 

don‟t think the case is as 

clear-cut as is suggested.  

The written evidence may 

be slender and vague and 

the archaeological evidence 

apparently absent, but this only leaves the 

origins obscure because there is no record to 

support another explanation.  As stated, as the 

mound exists, it could not have served as a 

defensive position, but we may be looking at an 

incomplete motte.  My reason for saying this is 

that there is clearly a “barrow way” to the top 
that served to facilitate construction.  This may 

have been intended to be the permanent access 

if the structure was no more than a relatively 

recent ornamental feature. However, an 

alternative explanation may be that what we 

see is, or rather was, work in progress that 

remained unfinished for reasons we are 

unlikely to know.  It may have been hastily 

erected by Matilda‟s supporters or, perhaps, by 

William after leaving Wallingford on his way to 

London, but abandoned before it was finished.  

David Snoxell may be right, but what we know 

is inconclusive and for that reason the mound 

should be protected and further work done to 
investigate its history. 

Peter Borrows 
Marlow Archaeological Society 

 
 

 

Harry E Green 
The Society has recently received a bequest of 

the manuscripts of Harry E Green.  His name 

may be familiar to some as he was a regular 

correspondent to national and local 

newspapers.  One letter published in the High 

Wycombe Observer – Is Wycombe’s Octagon an 

Eyesore? – led to a lively discussion which 
lasted for several weeks. 

Harry Green‟s greatest love was poetry, much 

inspired by the local countryside. He was a 

prolific writer with several published volumes.  

He also set up the High Wycombe Poetry Group 
in 1966.  His commonplace book in three 

volumes, Journey into Journalism, a Layman’s 

Quest for Knowledge, covers a range of subjects 
including music, literature, gardening, 

philosophy, his visits abroad and topical 

events.  He particularly enjoyed concerts in 

London attended with his brother Bruce. 

In Civilisation and the World in Prophecy 1975 – 
2050 the „seer of Bucks‟ forecast major world 
events.  His success was noted by articles in 

both national and local magazines and 

newspapers. 

Born in 1926 Harry Green came to Wycombe 
when he was three years old and remained 

here for the rest of his life. 

Mary Woodman 

The Stuff of Legends – Castle Hill Folly 
Photo Courtesy of Wycombe Museum 
SWOP Photo reference: MHW:08568 

mailto:Frances5Walex@aol.com


THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 10 NEWSLETTER SPRING 2012 
 

 

From the Vestry Minutes  
IN 1827, „in obedience to the order and 
recommendation of the Archdeacon‟, a 

surveyor, Mr Rose, was invited to High 

Wycombe to examine the church.  He found it 

„much dilapidated in many places as to require 

immediate repair‟ and calculated that to do the 

necessary work „in a good workmanlike 

manner‟ would cost one thousand six hundred 

and fifty pounds.  The churchwardens 

examined his report and found it „not 

sufficiently explanatory‟, but also agreed to set 

about the necessary fundraising.  The 

challenges of maintaining our historic 

buildings remain with us in 2012 as the 

following article reveals. 

 

All Saints Parish Church Development Appeal, 2012 
SITUATED AT the heart of High Wycombe for nearly 1000 years, this ancient church is a grade one 

listed building.  It is open daily for the whole community to encounter God and provides a place of 

peace and quiet away from the bustle of everyday life.  The church exists to serve all the people of 

High Wycombe, together with tourists and visitors to the area.  In its role as the Parish Church it is 

a place where daily and Sunday services are held, civic occasions take place, weddings and 

baptisms are celebrated, and lives remembered at funerals.  The church also provides a hub for 

concerts, school visits and local community groups. 

Recent Work 
The high cost of upkeep has, until 

recently, prevented funding being 

assigned to updating the building 

and making it fit for purpose in 

the 21st century and beyond.  

Over the past two years the 

congregation has raised £175,000 

to provide essential basic modern 

facilities: modern toilets; a kitchen 
and servery; improved areas for 

children; upgraded heating and 

sound systems; and a verger‟s 

office. 

Planned Work 
Work is about to start on urgent 

restoration and maintenance of 

the bell tower: dealing with death 

watch beetle; strengthening the tower 

structure; installing a new ring beam; and a 

new peal of 14 bells.  Fund raising for this has 

been going for almost 2 years and £220,000 

has been raised towards the overall cost of 

£375,000.  Meanwhile, the restoration and 

conservation of the South Porch, one of the 

oldest parts of the building, is long overdue 

and awaits funding to meet the estimated cost 
of £150,000. 

In addition we want to upgrade the facilities 

and make the building accessible and 

appropriate for much greater use by the 

community.  Our plans include the installation 

of new lighting; new inner glass 

doors at the West End under the 

tower to provide a new entrance 

foyer and possibly a town 

information centre; a mezzanine 

floor in the base of the tower; 

renovation and overhaul of the 
Willis organ; obtaining a grand 

piano for use at concerts; and, 

improvements to the church hall to 

include disabled access to the 

upper floor and facilities. 

A New Appeal Launch 
In recent years, the congregation 

has raised around £400,000 but 

can no longer go it alone.  Our new 

appeal which is to be launched in 

June aims to raise a further 

£600,000 to meet the costs of these progressive 

and challenging new developments.  With the 

help and support of local businesses and the 

local community, we aim to make this 

wonderful church building a place to come and 

meet and for the whole community to use and 
enjoy, in the heart of High Wycombe. 

Donations can be sent to All Saints Appeal 

Office, 8 Castle St, High Wycombe, Bucks 

HP13 6RF.  Cheques should be made payable 

to All Saints Development Appeal and gift aided 

where possible. Enquiries to 01494 527526, 

allsaintsofficehw@ukgateway.net 

David Snoxell 
 

 

Please join the Planning Group 

Yes, we are in desperate need of a few more people on the Planning Group.  We have real difficulty 

finding people with time to attend important meetings with the Council or developers.  Remember, we 

meet one evening a month with a really interesting agenda, and much passes to and fro by email in 

between.  You need no specialist qualifications – just an ability to look at plans and sites and think 

independently.  If you have a particular geographical area of interest, we can fit that in and, indeed, 

members who are in our affiliated residents‟ groups would be very welcome.  Do get in touch, on 

01494 528106 or at planning@highwycombesociety.org.uk.  We may even approach you! 

mailto:allsaintsofficehw@ukgateway.net
mailto:planning@highwycombesociety.org.uk
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Quarterly Meeting 

Milling and Baking through the Ages  

STAN CAUVAIN was an ideal candidate to speak on this subject as he has had a long and 

distinguished career in the baking industry and also a long standing passion for local archaeology.  

He began his historical journey with the ancient Egyptians, who certainly made a form of bread, 

though if you were poor it was likely to have rather a lot of barley in it.  Nonetheless the first 

convenience food had arrived.  Unfortunately back then hand grinding of grain between stones was 

the norm and stone fragments ended up in the bread and damaged the consumer‟s teeth.  Wheat 

has been in human diets ever since, valued because unlike other grains it can be used to make 

more than just porridge - its unique gluten protein enables it to trap fermentation gases and so 

make the soft and light texture that we associate with modern bread. 

Stan talked about excavating 

Iron Age plough marks in his 

local garden in Micklefield, and 

quern fragments found in the 

same area – all evidence of 
Wycombe‟s long agricultural 

history.  Change was a 

constant theme, with mills 

often swapping to and from 

grain milling depending on the 

relative profitability of 

papermaking, fulling or 

anything else a mill could be 

used for.  Pann Mill was no exception; there 

are 14th century wooden building remains 

preserved under the current watercourse and 

discarded ceramic imports found there suggest 

that the mill inhabitants went through 

significant periods of prosperity.  It is also 
known that the main wheel has had at least 

three different positions down the centuries.  

Up until two hundred years ago the technology 

behind milling had remained essentially 

unchanged, with blocks of stone being rubbed 

against one another with grain in-between.  

But then the rise of the British Empire made 

tougher US and Canadian wheats available 

and this encouraged a shift to roller mills 

based in portside locations.  Places like Pann 

Mill could not compete and were reduced to 

making animal feed. 

Stan recounted some of his experiences in 

experimental archaeology, re-commissioning 
the Chastleton communal village oven.  Baking 

needs a high temperature, so in these sorts of 

ovens the fire is set inside the baking chamber 

itself.  Four barrow loads of timber and seven 

hours were needed just to get it up to 

temperature, and then it was a race to get 

enough product batches through before the 

temperature fell too low to bake even small 

goods like buns.  (The idea is that hard to heat 

items like bread are baked while the oven is at 

its hottest and then the remaining heat is used 

for progressively smaller and smaller items.) 

Along the way he learnt all about raking coals 
and how to scuffle an oven with a wet rag 

(clean the residual ashes off the floor).  

Deplorably the products baked 

all got eaten before the harvest 

festival for which they were 

intended later that day. 

1863 saw the beginnings of 
modern bakeries with 

Dauglish‟s Aerated Bread 

Company and the start of the 

fall in price that moved white 

bread from a rich man‟s 

luxury to an everyday staple 

that any worker could afford.  

1926 saw the arrival of sliced 

bread and in 1961 the last major change, the 

Chorleywood Baking Process, which is now 

used all over the world (and for three quarters 

of all UK bread).  It was the ability of this 

process to make bread consistently that made 

products like pre-packed sandwiches possible.  
Ironically the Chorleywood process was 

originally developed for craft bakers, but was 

taken up first by major manufacturers - Lord 

Rank (who established The Lord Rank 

Research Centre on Cressex) saw the 

commercial potential and ordered his bakeries 

to install it as soon as possible.  Stan explained 

how he had been interviewed by Ukrainian TV 

for last year‟s half-century anniversary of the 

Chorleywood process, but found that he had 

changed sex and learnt Russian by the time 

the interview actually went out. 

Change, change, change, and yet perhaps not.  

There are modern flour mills using 150 year 
old stones to make stoneground wholemeal 

flour and the cornucopias still baked today for 

harvest festivals are perfectly recognisable as 

copies of those seen on the reverse of a 

Trajanic coin found in Micklefield. 

Stan bravely agreed to answer anyone‟s baking 

queries, and with the Guildhall at capacity he 

was kept busy answering questions on 

everything from “What is spelt?” and “How is 

tiger bread made?” to “Why does my loaf go 

mouldy before it goes stale?” from a fascinated 

audience.  Our thanks go to Stan for a 

stimulating and informative talk. 

Peter Sadd 

Roman Mills at Ostia-  
Photo: Peter Sadd 
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Notices 

New Members 

We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr and Mrs J Bignall 

Mrs Judith Gerrard 

Miss Georgina Tilbury 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs Pamela Darvill-Evans 

Mrs Darvill-Evans became a Life Member of the 

High Wycombe Society in 1994. 
 

The Guildhall - An Update 

In our Winter Newsletter, we reported that the 

arrangements for hiring the Guildhall were 

changing.  Our long-term use of the Guildhall is 

still under threat, but there has been a stay of 

execution inasmuch as we have now been able to 

book it for our AGM and the two quarterly 

meetings in May and July.  It is not clear 

whether or not we will be able to hold our 

meetings in October and January there, so the 

venue for these events will be confirmed nearer 

the time. 
 

Calling all Green-Fingered Members! 

Please donate any spare plants that you may 

have to the Plant Stall at the Pann Mill Open Day 

in May, or contact Angela Rees on 01494 

533562.  The plants will be sold for the benefit 

of the Society.  Any not sold will not go to waste 

as they will go into the mill garden. 
 

Note: the uncaptioned Pann Mill photos on pp 4 and 5, 
and the church photo on p10 were contributed by 
Malcolm Connell; the uncaptioned photo of the flooded 
underpass on p6 was contributed by Jackie Kay. 

Shared Car Outing to Basildon Park 

Photo: David Merrett (Creative Commons Licence) 

Basildon Park will be the destination for a members’ 
shared-car trip on Sunday 24

th
 June.  This National 

Trust Property is a restored 18
th

 century mansion with 
trails through historic parkland and paths around the 
gardens.  Important 18

th
 and 19

th
 century paintings and 

antiques on display.  Guided house tours, 1950’s 
kitchen and a grand piano to play!  English fare in the 
tea room includes a Sunday roast, cream teas etc.  
There’s also a 2

nd
 hand bookshop with coffee.  

Entrance free to NT members;£10 for non-members (or 
£6 gardens only.)  Some NT members may have a 
spare entry on a Life membership card. 

More info from Ann Simone on 01494 448773 

 

Contributions Please. 

My thanks to all those who have contributed to 

this issue of the Newsletter.  Please send 

material for the next edition addressed to me, 

Jackie Kay, as The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite 

Close, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 

01494 534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th May 2012. 

 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2012  

Friday, 13th April 

The Guildhall, 7.30 pm. 

AGM and Reports of the Society‟s Groups. 

Sunday 22nd April 

 

Beating of the Bounds.  The Mayor invites the people of High Wycombe 

to join him in upholding this local tradition.  See local press for details. 

Friday, 11th May 

The Guildhall, 7.30 pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: Miss Dove, our local Suffragette? Speaker: Colin 

Cartwright. 

Sunday, 13th May 

11am.-5 pm. 

Pann Mill Open Day – National Mills weekend. 

Water Trail begins 2.30 pm. 

Saturday 19th May Mayor-Making Day in High Wycombe.  Society members will be giving 

guided tours of the town – ask Mary Woodman for details. 

Sunday, 24th June Members‟ Shared Car Outing to Basildon Park  (see advert above) 

Friday, 6th July 

The Guildhall, 7.30 pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: The History of High Wycombe – 2000-2100 

Speaker: Mark Brown, Transition Towns High Wycombe 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk

