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Fearless Campaigners Remembered 

ON 4th FEBRUARY this year, speaking in the House of Lords in Opposition 

to Clause 22 of the Growth and Infrastructure Bill, Lord Faulkner of 

Worcester referred to the “battle against road-builders” fought in High 

Wycombe by the Rye Protection Society back in 1965.  Drawing attention to 

their use of Special Parliamentary Procedure to save the Rye, he described 

it as a “treasured spot, 68 acres of land vested in WDC and its predecessor 

body since 1927”.  He was prompted to do so by Kate Ashbrook of the 

Open Spaces Society, who also used the High Wycombe Society facebook 

page to alert us (and our followers) to a clause which would allow the Government rather than 

parliament to rule in favour of development in similar situations in the future. 

Nearly 50 years ago, while the above war was being waged, other members-to-be of the yet-to-be-

formed High Wycombe Society were fighting to “Save our Guildhall” from plans to change its use.  

How disappointing it is, therefore, to relate that we can no longer use the Guildhall for our 

evening meetings.  In the quiet way in which our public services are gradually being eroded today, 

we were left to discover that it is no longer hireable after 9 p.m., and that the PA system which we 

regularly relied upon for our more hard-of-hearing audience members is no longer available. 

Fortunately it is not the only meeting venue in our town centre.  So I hope to see you at one of 

these in the near future: at the Gateway Theatre in Bucks New University on 22nd March when 

Prof. Ruth Farwell will speak on “Are Universities Assets to their Communities?” – this meeting 

was postponed in January due to the snow;  at Trinity United Reformed Church (opposite Pann 

Mill) on Friday 12th April – note this is the new venue for our AGM – your Executive Committee 

have been working hard in preparation for this and need your support to keep the Society moving 

forward (see related report on Page 5);  and at All Saints‟ Parish Church on 3rd May for David 

Snoxell‟s talk on its history, part of our contribution this year to the Wycombe Arts Festival. 

Jackie Kay 

 

Please come to: 

BNU - 22nd March for 
postponed talk by Ruth 
Farwell; 

Trinity URC (opposite 
Pann Mill) – 12th April for 
our AGM; 

All Saints’ church – 3rd May 

for talk by David Snoxell. 

Copyright:Lord Faulkner 
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Planning This Quarter 

THE OLD YEAR ended with intense activity associated with the DSAP Public Examination, and the New 

Year began with a flurry of new work affecting both the outlying areas of the town and the town centre 

itself.  Meanwhile we still need new members of the Planning Group.  It isn‟t onerous, though you need 

to be interested!  We meet up one evening a month (the 4th Monday of each month), and you must 

have e-mail. 

DSAP and Town Centre Masterplan  The 

Examination-in-Public of the Delivery and Site 

Allocations Document, including the Town 

Centre Masterplan, was a speedy and efficient 

affair, dispatched in just three days, from 18th 

to-20th December.  One cannot fail to be 

impressed with the efficiency with which the 

better Inspectors conduct their events, civil and 

tolerant, but firm where necessary, getting their 

minds around huge amounts of information on 

what appears to be a continuous treadmill of 

Inquiries up and down the country.  Paul 

Chrysell, BSc, MSc, MRTPI seemed a fine 

example of the breed – although we shall not see 

his report for a couple of months. 

From the Society‟s point of view, it went as well 

as could be expected.  Our speaking team 

comprised Chris Watson, Chris Woodman and 

Nigel Phillips (Transport Group).  The Inspector 

stated early on that there appeared to be 

relatively little opposition to the Council‟s 

“overall approach”.  That appeared to be the 

case although on Day 2 the advocate for 

Sainsbury‟s, possibly fighting on an earlier brief 

in which Sainsbury‟s were objecting to anything 

that would reduce the number of drivers passing 

their store, began to argue that re-routing the 

A40 would increase queues down Marlow Hill.  

At that point we added our weight firmly to the 

Council‟s in supporting their proposal to reduce 

the width of the Abbey Way flyover in 

preparation for opening up the River Wye in the 

next decade.  But we also made our prepared 

points about avoiding excessively massive 

buildings in front of the Swan, and avoiding too 

much incursion on the Oxford Road Roundabout 

(which the River Wye passes just beneath). 

On Day 3 Nigel Phillips made what seemed to be 

a rather convincing case for the restoration of 

the Bourne End railway line for ultra-light rail, 

and the Inspector was clearly impressed with the 

importance of the route.  Unfortunately, it was 

Bucks County Council who wielded the veto, 

stating that, even if funding from central 

Government sources were to be forthcoming, as 

the local Transport Authority they would not be 

prepared to cough up their 25% share. 

WDC‟s team was made up of middle-ranking 

officers who all impressed with the thorough 

command of their briefs, and the Examination 

was marked by effective cooperation between 

the Council and the Society on several issues. 

We now await the Inspector‟s report. 

Amersham Hill Drive  Most people would not 

realise it but, way down the bottom of the 

gardens on the east side of Amersham Hill Drive, 

as far as the backs of Mayhew Crescent, lies a 

tempting development plot where it was once 

proposed to erect two detached houses and 

eleven terraced dwellings.  Access to this land, 

however, would involve building a steep, narrow 

driveway between Nos.48 and 50.  The burghers 

of Amersham Hill Drive hate the idea: they fear 

the disturbance and have fought a series of 

planning applications by the developer for many 

years.  The 24th of January saw the latest 

instalment – a Public Inquiry into the appeal by 

the developers against the Council‟s refusal of 

their latest idea – now for two properties using 

just part of the original plot.  Our affiliates in the 

East of Amersham Hill Residents‟ Association 

spoke well, but one never knows until the 

Inspector‟s Report is received.  Meanwhile we 

couldn‟t help noticing that the great majority of 

those present in the inquiry room at the Hub, 

including the smartly-attired lady Inspector, 

wore sensible boots, the better to stay upright in 

the winter snows, while the developer and his 

advocate and experts had their black shoes 

polished to a mirror-like finish.  That‟s the 

private sector for you! (Latest news as we go to 

press is that the Inspector’s report has found in 

favour of the sensible boots – Ed) 

The Public Realm  This has become a buzz-

word over the past couple of years, summarising 

the Council‟s laudable desire for “quick gains” in 

the town centre.  At a meeting with WDC on 

Valentine‟s Day, we were assured that progress 

has been made in assembling funds for the 

priorities for 2013/14:  improving the St Mary 

Street area, getting rid of some of the clutter of 

“street furniture” in the High Street, and making 

progress with a “surface crossing” across Abbey 

Way to The Rye.  On the latter, we were satisfied 

that, with good design (perhaps narrowing the 

eastbound carriageway), pedestrians should be 

able to cross safely without an adverse impact 

on traffic flows, though we emphasised the need 

for BCC to consult effectively.  But what about 

the desert that is our historic Frogmoor?  Here 

the ideas seemed still to be ill-formed.  In the 

long-term, Arch Way will be narrowed and re-

worked and then something may turn up!  But 

must we wait that long? 

Daws Hill  The saga of RAF Daws Hill continues.  

At a public exhibition on 25th January we learnt 

from Taylor Wimpey that the projected number 
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of dwellings has now fallen from 550 to 433.  

This is still a huge number.  The “visuals” of the 

site look attractive and green (with many trees 

being preserved and others being planted), but 

we can‟t help remembering that TW‟s 

Wellesbourne site looked good on paper – until it 

was built.  Meanwhile, the residents battle on in 

the courts (the hearing is expected on 21st -22nd 

February) to try to get RAF Daws Hill and the 

Sports Centre site included in the area of the 

Neighbourhood Forum but, in the end, the 

Government‟s position on the much-vaunted 

Neighbourhood Plans is that they are meant to 

facilitate development, not to block it! (The Bucks 

Free Press reported this week that, following the 

above hearing, residents are confident that the 

judge will overturn the council decision- Ed) 

None of Us are Getting Any Younger!  On 13th 

February, we attended pre-application present-

ations for Councillors on the design of the new 

Handy Cross Sports Centre (just that building, 

not the coachway/“hub” or the offices and hotel) 

and on an exciting “retirement village” planned 

for the former CompAir/BroomWade site.  This 

sounds a most attractive development which will 

put its old folks within walking distance of both 

the town and Hughenden Park.  No matter that 

ExtraCare want to call it “Hughenden Village” 

(Hughenden seems to be positively racing 

towards High Wycombe these days) – I just can‟t 

wait to be old! 

Chris Woodman

 
Obituary 

Departed Friends 

WE RECORD in our Newsletter the sad news of members who have died since the previous edition.  

This is particularly poignant when a member who has made a consistently active contribution to our 

Society has passed away.  And so it is when noting that Peter Batchelor is no longer with us.  We had 

valued his continuing participation in the distribution of our Quarterly Newsletter, both as a „wholesale‟ 

distributor to our post-persons in the Eastern part of the town, and as a „retail‟ postman on his own 

round of addressees. 

Peter could always be relied upon for this task, 

but even more praiseworthy was his undertaking 

of the „Locally Listed Buildings Project‟ in 

October 2011, in response to our appeal for a 

volunteer member to compile and submit to 

Wycombe District Council, a list of deserving 

candidate heritage buildings.  Peter carried this 

out with enthusiasm, contacting members and 

organising a meeting to identify appropriate 

nominations for buildings worthy of Listing and 

the protection it affords from unwise 

development or amendments.  His submission of 

18 named buildings resulted in something of a 

triumph for Peter since twelve of them were 

included in the Official Listing published by 

Wycombe District Council after their due 

consideration. 

Peter was a pupil at Spring Gardens School and 

we have seen photographic evidence of his 

inclusion in the football team, overseen by his 

teacher, none other than Jack Scruton, the 

founding Secretary of our Society.  When Jack‟s 

widow, Olive, decided to move to Kent from No. 

17, London Road, it was Peter who purchased 

the property.  It was good to have another 

member of the Society living there. The 

Batchelor family arranged a Celebration of 

Peter‟s life on 30th January at the Chiltern 

Woodland Burial Park.  Family members and 

friends gathered together to share their happy 

memories of their relationships with him over 

the years.  I joined Chris and Mary Woodman in 

representing the High Wycombe Society at this 

significant event, and I was pleased to be able to 

give a brief account of Peter‟s valued support 

and input to our Society.  I was able to conclude 

with a well-deserved tribute to a fine gentleman. 

Roger Lawson 

A presentation copy of Peter‟s Locally Listed 

Buildings Project Report including a foreword by 

Chris Woodman was prepared and presented to 

Peter‟s family.  A second copy of this has been 

kept by the Society and will be available for 

Society members to peruse at our AGM in April. 

Photograph from SWOP Ref. RHW 52309 – reproduced 
here by kind permission of Vincent Smith, a life-long 
close friend of Peter Batchelor’s who led the Celebration 
of his Life on 30th January 2013.  Peter Batchelor is on 
the far left hand end of the back row of boys;  Jack 

Scruton is the teacher on the right hand side. 
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Rerouting the A40 ... 

THE HIGH WYCOMBE Town Centre Masterplan includes a new route for the A40 from the bottom of the 

Marlow Hill, along Queen Alexandra Road to join Desborough Rd at the back of the Eden Centre then 

along Westbourne Street to join Oxford Rd at a new junction. This plan, to be implemented by 2016, 

will adopt a new concept for urban highways called „shared space‟. 

This concept, which has been introduced in 

many urban areas in the UK and more 

particularly in Holland, avoids obvious division 

between pedestrians and vehicles by abandoning 

kerbs, pedestrian crossings and traffic signals. 

Over the years there has been growing 

recognition that the trend to impose more 

separation between traffic and pedestrians leads 

to greater risk-taking and has not reduced the 

accident rate.  Shared space encourages greater 

awareness and caution and, in the towns where 

it has been introduced, accident rates have 

dropped. 

The diversion of traffic along the new A40 route 

should lead to the closing of the Abbey Way 

flyover and the possible linking of Eden with the 

old part of the Town.  The signals around the 

Eden roundabout will be removed as will the 

signals at the junction of Bellfield Rd and Oxford 

Rd to be replaced with a roundabout.  This, in 

effect, returns this junction to its pre-

Sainsbury‟s-development state which, most will 

agree, worked much better than the present 

traffic signals control.  The main concern arising 

from this Masterplan is the flow of traffic around 

the gyratory at the bottom of the Marlow Hill.  

The plan involves closing the Northern arc of this 

road system and making Queen Victoria Rd and 

Easton St both 2-way roads.  We believe that this 

plan is faulty in that it will create almost 

constant gridlock on the Southern arc of the 

gyratory, blockage of Queen Victoria Rd and 

added delays at the High St/Crendon St 

junction.  Clearly it is a plan which needs to be 

introduced bit by bit while still retaining the 

ability to return to the pre-plan position should it 

prove a failure. 

In the present economic climate it is inevitable 

that the Bucks CC plans for the new road layout 

will have to be adjusted and delayed.  However, 

the building of more houses – note the plans for 

the Daws Hill RAF site – will continue to increase 

the demands on available road space.  Also the 

chances of encouraging businesses to locate to 

High Wycombe will depend to a large degree on 

accessibility and our congested main routes will 

not help.  The Town does not have the space or 

the topography for more roads or wider roads so 

it is vital that the present highways system 

should be made as effective as possible in order 

to keep traffic moving. 

Arnie Parr 
Transport Group

...Again!

Of course, it is not the first time that the A40 has been re-routed.  It 

pre-dates the construction of the Abbey Way flyover which was 

originally seen as the solution to “the town that nearly died of traffic”. 

 

These unusual views of 
the Abbey Way flyover 
soon after its creation 
were among the photos 
donated to the Society 
at the end of last year 
by WDC Waste and 
Cleansing Department.   

Note: the newly-created 
A40 route at that time 
had very little traffic on 

it. 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 5 NEWSLETTER SPRING 2013 
 

 

 

Away To The Future! 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, supported by other interested members, attended an “Away day” at the 

Clare Charity Centre in Saunderton on Friday 8th February.  The aims of the day were to decide where 

the High Wycombe Society should be in 5 – 10 years time and to identify the first steps towards 

getting there.  In preparation for the day every participant had completed an assessment form to 

determine where they felt the Society was today.  This form was created at a leadership school run by 

Civic Voice and was presented at their AGM last October; it asked participants to rate their society 

under 10 headings.  Analysis of the results confirmed some areas in which the Society was doing well, 

and also identified a number of shortcomings.  To address these it was felt we needed to have a more 

highly visible public face, be better known in the community; we also need to increase our 

membership, have a robust succession plan for officers and operate a good volunteer policy. 

The day was facilitated by Diane Rutter from 

Community Impact Bucks, the independent 

charity which provides comprehensive support 

services to charities, community groups, social 

enterprises and rural organisations throughout 

Buckinghamshire; it is also the Volunteer Centre 

helping members of the public to get involved in 

community activity. 

We started by getting back to basics and - 

considering what the Society is for.  After some  

discussion in small groups 

we agreed that we‟re here 

to engender love and 

loyalty for the town.  We 

aim to influence and advise 

our community and 

organisations on issues 

within our expertise, 

including: planning; 

environment; 

infrastructure; and 

heritage.  In what we do, we 

seek to represent the 

interests of the people of 

High Wycombe. 

The enthusiasm, and noise, was increasing, but 

under Diane‟s skilful leadership we went on to 

wrestle with the future shape of the Society and 

what we‟d like to be doing in 10 years time.  

Each group considered a different aspect of our 

aspirations (the highly visible public face, a 

healthy increasing membership, a good 

volunteer policy).  There was a deal of movement 

as people shifted from group to group but 

eventually, spurred on by the thought of lunch, 

we agreed that we wanted to be an active and 

dynamic organisation with more members and 

more involvement; we wanted to campaign 

more, taking a leading role on local issues; we 

needed to have a permanent presence in the 

town centre able to offer more services 

(visitor/heritage information; planning advice, 

environment issues) and be the friendly face of 

High Wycombe.  In order to achieve this we 

needed to have a wider range of age and 

diversity amongst our members and relate more 

with other groups and organisations as equals. 

Fortified by sandwiches, and more discussion, 

we turned our thoughts to how we could make 

this vision a reality.  We were helped 

considerably by the 

presence of Ian Harvey 

from Civic Voice who was 

able to tell us what other 

societies had achieved.  We 

concluded that we should 

review the group structure 

and the constitution to 

reflect our wider view of our 

role; and change the make-

up of the Executive to 

include more 

representation from 

associated organisations 

and to reflect the new group structure; we‟d also 

build in succession planning. 

Tired, but stimulated and enthusiastic each of 

us made a personal commitment to at least one 

action we will take to get started. 

The Executive will present detailed proposals to 

the membership at the forthcoming AGM on 12th 

April.  These changes will present new 

challenges and new opportunities so more 

people will be needed.  Please consider whether 

you have expertise or experience that could help 

and get in touch. 

Paul Meek 

Having read the report of the Away Day we hope members will be keen to join in 

the debate and add their views on how the High Wycombe Society can move 

forward.  This year‟s AGM is on Friday April 12th at Trinity United Reformed 

Church on the London Road opposite Pann Mill.  There is free parking in the 

adjacent Railway Place car park after 7pm. See you there! 

Participants at the Awayday working in groups 
            Photo: Malcolm Connell 
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Frank Adams, the ‘Adams’ of ‘Adams Park’ 

FRANK ADAMS, photographer, businessman and Wycombe Wanderers‟ benefactor, was born on 5th 

December 1891 at Plomer Hill, Downley.  He was the youngest son of Edwin and Caroline Adams 

nee Hickman, who had married at Lacey Green parish church on 4th February 1882.  The couple 

had a total of seven children: four sons and three daughters.  They seem initially to have settled in 

Lacey Green, Caroline‟s home parish where Edwin worked as a labourer, before moving to Downley.  

Not long after Frank was born the family moved again to Westbourne Street, off the Oxford Rd and 

not far from the town centre. 

When Frank was only four years old his father 
Edwin died, aged just 37.  He had been 

employed by Wycombe Corporation and was a 

member of a team working at the new isolation 

hospital in Hughenden, under the supervision 

of the Borough Surveyor.  At about 9.45 p.m. 

one night the men were given a supper 

consisting of „meat and bread‟ and then a cup 

of tea.  Edwin said he did not want 

tea; he would rather have beer.  He 

picked up a stone jar, thinking it 

contained beer, poured a quantity 

into a mug, and took several 

„swigs‟.  It was in fact carbolic acid, 

and the stone jar was labelled 
„poison‟. 

Foaming at the mouth, Edwin was 

taken to the surgery of Dr 

Bradshaw in Easton St.  In 1896, it 

was a long, uncomfortable ride in a 

horse and cart.  Not surprisingly 

he died shortly after arrival.  An 

inquest, held at the Windsor Castle 

public house, concluded that death 

was by misadventure.  The jury, 

witnesses, and the coroner, all 

donated their fees to Edwin's family, and a 

„subscription list‟ was organised by the 

auctioneer Mr C H Hunt junior. 

By the time of the census in April 1901 Frank‟s 

mother, Caroline, as a widow, was living with 

only her sons and not her daughters in a 

house at 94 Oxford Rd, High Wycombe.  In the 

census return she was not listed as having any 

employment, and a domestic nurse was also 

living with the family. 

The loss of Frank‟s father would have had a 

devastating effect on family life.  Leaving 

Frank‟s elder brother, Ralph, as the sole 

breadwinner, the family must have been close 

to the breadline.  As each became old enough 

to work, the boys stayed at home to help 

support the family, but the girls were probably 
put into service as soon as possible. 

Early Career  

At the age of about nine Frank was told by his 

mother that he had to start earning his keep.  

So, whilst still at school, he was sent out to 

work part-time on a farm, probably Whincup‟s 

Farm at the top of Marlow Hill.  Frank left 

school in 1903 at the age of 12 to serve an 

apprenticeship with a local firm of 
photographers. 

In the 1911 census the family were living at 39 

Oxford Rd, High Wycombe, and comprised: 

Caroline and daughter Tilly, both of whom were 

listed as carrying out „domestic duties at 

home‟; Frank, who was described as a 

photographer; and a boarder, Earnest 

Thompson, aged 7.  The fact that Tilly 

was not in employment but helping 

her mother at home, probably 

indicates that Caroline was not in the 

best of health.  Thus Frank would 

have been the only breadwinner to 

the family, supporting his mother and 
his sister.  Caroline died on 22nd 

February 1932 aged 74, and Tilly 

went on to become a milliner, with a 

shop in the town. 

These experiences, the early death of 

his father, and his mother's ill-health, 

would undoubtedly have had a very 

great effect on Frank's outlook on life, 

helping to mould him as a „kindly, 

caring man‟.  Little is known about 

his early career as a photographer but he was 

already demonstrating his philanthropic 

characteristics.  For example in 1912/13 he 

sponsored the annual relay race for factory 
workers called the Bannerman Cup. 

Frank's career was interrupted by the outbreak 

of WWI on 24th July 1914.  He had already 

joined the Territorial Army with the 1st Bucks 

Battalion of the Oxford and Bucks Light 

Infantry on 13th January 1911.  He then 

enlisted on 8th August 1914, and was sent to 

France as a Corporal on 1st October 1914, 

being promoted to Sergeant on 9th March 1915.  

During a spell of home leave he married 

Kathleen Whincup at All Saints‟ parish church, 

on 16th March 1915.  Kathleen was the 

daughter of farmer William Whincup, so the 

couple probably first met when Frank went to 
work on the farm back in the early 1900s. 

He was discharged from the Army on 25th June 

1916 to join the „Special List‟, and then 

appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the newly-

formed Royal Flying Corps.  This opened up 

new opportunities for him to develop his 

photographic skills in aerial photography. 

After hostilities ceased he served as a Captain 

Frank Adams shortly after 
enlisting in 1914. Photo 
Courtesy of Ms Karen 
Adams, his granddaughter 
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with the Army of Occupation in Germany, 

where he was able to demonstrate his 

organisational ability by arranging a number of 

football matches.  On 22nd January 1919 he 

was „Mentioned for valuable service in 

connection with the War‟, and with a „Press 

Mention‟.  He was discharged on 25th June 

1919. 

Back in England, Frank resumed his pre-war 

life, initially working as a photographer.  He 

soon decided to diversify his business and by 

1924 had established his first sports and 

games shop at 99 Oxford Rd.  These premises 
had been occupied by 

W.H.Hayter, newsagent 

and music seller.  The 

shop also served as the 

local post office.  From 

1928 to 1939 it was 

described in Kelly‟s Trade 

Directory as „Sports 

dealer and post office‟, 

with no mention of 

photography.  But in 

1939 there was a 

separate entry at the 

same address for Adams 
Studios „Commercial 

photographers‟, for which 

Frank seems to have gone into partnership 

with an A.Page and A.E.Stacey.  

Frank and his wife Kathleen had two sons: 

Donald was born in 1918 and Jack in 1921. 

Frank the Sportsman 

As a young man Frank‟s main passion was 

sport.  He was a keen athlete and tennis 

player, but it is his prowess as a footballer  

that we particularly 

remember today.  

Initially his employment 

meant he was unable to 
play football on a 

Saturday.  He therefore 

joined a local team 

playing in the 

Wednesday League - 

shops closed on a 

Wednesday afternoon at 

that time!.  During the 

1910-11 season he was 

invited for a trial for 

Wycombe Wanderers at 

Loakes Park.  After a 

string of good performances with the Reserves 

he made his first team debut in the last Great 
Western Suburban League game of that 

season.  The following season he cemented his 

place in the first team, usually playing at 

inside right. 

When the season ended he was persuaded to 

join Shepherd's Bush, who played in the 

Isthmian League.  Apparently his decision to 

leave his home town club was not so much the 

opportunity to play in a higher league, but 

what Frank perceived as a lack of ambition on 

WWFC's part.  But at the end of the 1913-14 

his reservations were overcome and he agreed 

to re-join WWFC.  He was elected team captain, 

but his career with the Wanderers was then 

interrupted by his service in WWI. 

During his military service he played for the 

RAF, and once scored the only goal of the game 

in a match against Bilbao Athletic.  This was to 

mark the opening of their new stadium, and 

was played in front of the King and Queen of 
Spain. 

In 1919 he returned to 

WWFC and once again 

captained the team.  Now 

playing at centre-half, he 

led the club to two 

consecutive Spartan League 

Championships and four 

Berks & Bucks Senior Cup 

wins.  He captained the 

combined County side for 

five seasons, and led them 

to their first Minor Counties 

Championship in the 1923-
24 season.  By this time 

WWFC had been elected to the Isthmian 

League, a move which had been vigorously 

supported by Frank.  

Frank retired from playing football in 1929 at 

the age of 37, having played 331 matches for 

WWFC, scoring 104 goals.  He continued his 

association with the club, serving on the 

Wanderers committee.  This was at the time 

when the Loakes Park ground was being 

developed into a proper 

football stadium. 

For the town of High 

Wycombe and Wycombe 
Wanderers Football Club 

the lasting legacy of Frank 

is his great act of generosity 

in donating Loakes Park to 

the club.  This ceremony 

took place on 19th April 

1947 before a game with 

Corinthian Casuals in front 

of a crowd of over 5,000.  In 

his speech Frank said:  

“If future generations obtain 

the same enjoyment out of Loakes Park as it 

has given me in the past, then this gift will 

have been worthwhile‟‟. 

Loakes Park had been in the ownership of Lord 

Carrington, so how was it that Frank Adams 

was able to make this extremely generous act? 

Mike Dewey 

...To Be Continued in the Summer Edition. 

99 Oxford Rd shortly before it became Frank 
Adams’ first shop.         Photo: SWOP BFP:33396 
(Courtesy of the Bucks Free Press). 

Loakes Park 1946       Photo SWOP MHW:01721 

(Courtesy of Wycombe Museum) 
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Catching Water in the South Chilterns 

THE WATER FRAMEWORK Directive (WFD) is the most substantial piece of water legislation ever 

produced by the European Commission, and will be the major driver for achieving sustainable 

management of water in the UK and other Member States for many years to come.  It requires that all 

inland and coastal waters within defined river basin districts reach at least good status by 2015 and 

defines how this should be achieved through environmental objectives and ecological targets for 

surface waters. 

One of the fundamental ideas of the 

Government‟s catchment-based approach, first 

announced on World Water Day, 22nd March 

2011, is to engage stakeholders at a local level.  

The Foundation for Water Research (FWR) was 

pleased to be awarded a small grant to cover a 

pilot project in the South Chilterns area.  The 

project area covers the catchments of the Pang, 

Hughenden Stream, Wye and Lower Middle 

Thames (the latter covering the Ewelme Stream 

and Hamble Brook). 

FWR organised a series of stakeholder meetings 

and workshops.  We attended the one held on 

5th February 2013 at the Hub in High Wycombe 

which concentrated on the Wye and Hughenden 

Stream, while the other watercourses were 

covered on other days.  The intentions of the 

events were to develop a shared 

understanding of water quality 

and related issues in the area, to 

help FWR define and initiate 

actions needed to achieve WFD 

objectives and to understand 

stakeholders‟ capabilities and 

capacities to deliver actions. 

Contributing to the discussions 

were representatives of: 

Affinity Water, Bradenham 

Parish Council 

Chilterns Conservation Board, Chiltern Society 

Chilterns & West Wycombe National Trust 

CPRE Bucks, Dialogue by Design 

Environment Agency, Ewelme Parish Council 
FWR, High Wycombe Society & Pann Mill Group 

Hughenden National Trust 

Hughenden Valley Residents Association 

NFU, Revive the Wye, River Thames Society 

Wycombe District Council 

Wycombe Environment Centre 
 

The Senior Environmental Planner with the 

Environment Agency, Alison Futter, opened the 

meeting by setting out the aims of the WFD.  

These were to find out the local concerns about 

the management of water in the catchment area, 

to begin to develop a vision for the area, to 

identify what kinds of projects were required and 

to encourage organisations to look for 

opportunities to work together. 

Jenni Balmer, Technical Fisheries and 

Biodiversity Team Leader from the Environment 

Agency spoke next, saying that we have not been 

kind to our river and wildlife.  For instance, 

engineering and land drainage have caused the 

loss of marginal habitat; concrete structures 

have interrupted natural flow and caused a lack 

of suitable places for fish to spawn.  Also diffuse 

pollution, such as drainage from roads and 

invasion of non-native species (plant and animal) 

has not helped. 

She mentioned the fact that the current water 

rating for the area was “poor”, but extraction is 

higher per person than any other area in the UK 

so compulsory metering is being considered. 

She showed that improvements had been made 

such as: straightening rivers to improve water 

flow; removing ponds to prevent silting; 

landscaping the banks to allow natural 

vegetation to grow and feed water life; and the 

building of fish ladders to allow 

fish to migrate up stream.  Two 

examples of improvements 

already in place are: Weirs at 

the Glory Mill site and the 

removal of large ugly concrete 

drains where the Wye reaches 

the Thames. 

Workshop attendees were asked 

to consider their vision for the 

river “in a perfect world in 10 

years‟ time”, to express their 

hopes for changes for the better and to answer 

the following questions: 

 What will the river look like? 

 What will you see in it? 

 What will the river banks look like? 

 What activities will you see along the river? 

 What actions could achieve this vision? 

The consensus of opinion was that: 

 more emphasis and publicity should be 

given to the work of the “Revive the Wye” 

Group; 

 the area from Pann Mill to past Rye Mill 

should be the flagship to show what can be 

done;  

 through publicity and education the public 

must be made to respect the catchment 

area and not allow its misuse; 

 water meters for all would not only reduce 

usage but would also assist the water 

company to identify leaks. 

Further information is available at the FWR web 

site:  http://www.fwr.org/Catchment. 

Margaret Simmons, Paul Meek and Alan Furness 

The High Wycombe Society Exhibition 
panels were put to good use. 

http://www.fwr.org/Catchment
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Sawn-off Canons are not news! 
I was very interested to read in the High 

Wycombe Society Winter 2012 Newsletter the 

report about “All Change at All Saints”.  

However, there were a couple of inaccuracies 

towards the end of the section entitled “Viewing 

the Wycombe Bell”.  The question is asked “Will 

the Wycombe bell ever toll again?” It would be 

quite possible for the bell to be hung again for 

full circle ringing. 

The canons (supporting loops) that are 

mentioned were actually removed in 1963 when 

the last major restoration work was carried out 

on the bells.  From then until March last year, 

the bell that is now being named the “Wycombe 

Bell” was no.3 of the old ring of bells and was 

rung regularly on Mondays (bellringers‟ practice 

night) and Sundays (for services).  In 1963 the 

canons were removed from four of the older 

bells when they were rehung using metal 

headstocks.  The wheel, clapper and headstock 

of the no.3 bell have been retained in case there 

is a desire in the future to hang the bell again for 

ringing. 

There is now a completely new set of 14 bells in 

the church tower.  They were rung for the first 

time on 2nd November, then for the Patronal 

Festival on 4th November. 11th November was 

mentioned in the Winter 2012 article.  On that 

day the bells were rung half muffled for the 

Remembrance Service, and they were dedicated 

by the Bishop of Buckingham that evening.  

Many people have commented on how musical 

and audible the new bells are compared with the 

old ones, and it is hoped that the sound of the 

bells will be appreciated for generations to 

come. 
Patricia Newton 

Tower Captain, All Saints’ High Wycombe

The End of an Era 
At the beginning of the year I received an 

intriguing invitation from member, Janice 

Saunders.  “Did I know”, she enquired, “that 

the postmaster in Micklefield was retiring after 

41 years service?”  Well I didn‟t, but my 

journalistic curiosity 

was piqued as she 

outlined what she knew 

of his career to me.  And 

so it was that I met 

David Wilkins on his 
penultimate day behind 

the counter. 

David Wilkins started 

out as a telegram boy, 

delivering telegrams in 

Naphill at the age of 16.  

As a child, he had 

already helped his father 

who was the postmaster 

at Sands and Chapel 

Lane.  So, when he 

began as a Post Office 

employee in his own 

right, he was not impressed to be sent for basic 
training which included “How to tear out a 

stamp!”. 

In his 41-year career, David worked at Sands, 

Green Street, Cressex Lane Naphill, Marsh, 

Marlow Bottom, Speen, Wooburn Green, Brill, 

Brindley Avenue, Totteridge, Terriers, 

Desborough Road and several others outside 

the county.  At one time he owned eight sub-

post-offices in the Wycombe area.  So it was 

not a surprise, when I asked about changes 

during his career, that he mentioned the 

gradual closing down of sub-post-offices.  His 

first answer, though, was “the loss of the 

pensioners”.  Referring to the time when 

pensioners stopped collecting their pensions 

from the post office, he reflected, “That was the 

biggest change.”  He then added wistfully 

“Nowadays it‟s all e-bay users”.  While we stood 

in the shop on what we thought would be a 

light afternoon, a steady stream of parcel-

senders came and went. 

We wish David well in his retirement. 

Jackie Kay 

 

Pictured with David above is Beryl 
Lane who retired the same day after a 

mere 39 years’ service. 

 

Photos taken by Malcolm Connell on 
the penultimate day of David 
Wilkins’ tenure at Micklefield Post 

Office. 

Newly installed bells at All Saints’ church 
                Photo: courtesy of Patricia Newton 
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Styles and Mealing Ltd 
We were recently contacted by Susan Farley 
whose father, Reginald Mitchell, died three 
years ago at the age of 95.  She wrote: 

I found your address on the High Wycombe 

Society web site and wondered if you or any of 

your members can give me any information on 

the company Styles and Mealing Ltd. 

My father worked for them from March 1942 to 

July 1945 making gliders.  I was looking at his 

letters and photographs from that time and 

wondered what happened to the company.  I 

know they went back to furniture after the war 

but was curious to know if they still exist. 

Susan Farley 

Our Hon. Secretary very efficiently referred 
Susan to our Winter 2008-2009 newsletter 
which included a picture of the Styles and 
Mealing factory.  Susan responded: 

The photograph of Mosquito production must 

have been taken before my father started work 

at the factory as they were involved with gliders 

after March 1942 while he 

was there.  I have some 

photographs of work in 

progress in the factory. 

I also have a letter of 

reference given to my 

father when he left.  

Addressed „To Whom it 

may concern‟ it says: 
“Reginald P Mitchell has 

been employed by this 

company from March 1942 

to 4th July 1945.  He 

commenced as an Aircraft 

Assembler (Wood) and was 

soon promoted to Team 

Leader - responsible for an assembly section of 

Hamilcar and Horsa components.” 

Dad was from Canterbury and wanted to join 

the RAF but was refused as his carpentry skills 

were needed in High Wycombe.  He came home 

as often as he could and there is a piece in his 

diary which ties together his two „homes‟. 

September 17, 1944. 

It was Sunday and I was spending another 

weekend at home on the farm with May and 

our baby, Susan.  At about 11am I saw a glider 

being towed by a Sterling bomber closely 

followed by another.  They were quite low and 

in order to get a better view I went down to the 

field behind the house armed with a pair of 

field glasses.  From there I was able to see 

quite clearly the gliders leaving Manston 

Aerodrome some four miles away.  They headed 

straight for the spot where I stood and as they 

roared over head I could see every detail of the 

great machines.  I counted about fifty Horsa 
gliders and I was especially interested as I had 

helped to build some of the tailplanes for that 

type.  In a long stream they passed over, 

heading inland into the heart of Kent.  Shortly 

afterwards I heard them returning.  This time 

they had got together in formation and were 

heading for the coast.  (He added a note that he 

later realised he was witnessing the 

embarkation of the airborne invasion of the 

bridge at Arnhem.) 

Dad was a first-aider and helped whether he 

was in High Wycombe or at home in 

Canterbury.  I have a group photograph, which 

you might have seen, of „High Wycombe Rescue 
Service, 1944.‟  It might be interesting to High 

Wycombe people as it has nearly 60 uniformed 

men with their names. 

Susan Farley 

Styles and Mealing featured in David Scott and 
Ian Simmons’ book ‘Wycombe’s Contribution to 
Aviation’ so we contacted them on Susan’s 
behalf.  David Scott responded: 

We have a number of wartime pictures in our 

book taken by de Havilland – the originals are 

now in BAE Systems‟ 

archives at Farnborough.  I 

also have pictures of the 

factory fire taken by Bob 

Mead dated 15th June 
1973, given to me some 

years ago by Andrew 

Mealing. 

I would be most interested 

in any information you 

have about the 

manufacture of glider parts 

(for Horsa and Hamilcar).  

Ian Simmons and I, in our 

research, heard many 

stories about glider parts 

being made, but to date we have not found any 

supporting evidence (although Parkers were 

repairing and refurbishing Horsa gliders). 

Ian can remember, as a boy, seeing aircraft 

fuselages coming out of the furniture factories 

and being told: “Look, it has no engine, it is a 

glider!" (What he actually saw were Mosquito 

fuselages, which at that stage had no engine). 

We believed that as in war “careless talk costs 

lives” the story was put around the town that 

we were making gliders as they were all of 

wooden construction (and not one of the most 

advanced and secret combat aeroplanes). 

It seemed that no gliders or glider parts were 

being made.  But as you appear to have 

evidence to the contrary we would be delighted 

to see some. 
David Scott 

Copies of David and Ian’s book are still 
available either direct from the authors or at 
Wycombe Museum. Price £10 each + P&P 

Mosquito Fuselage production at Styles and 
Mealing 1945.  Photo ref: SWOP MHW 24965 
(Courtesty of Wycombe Museum) 
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Quiz Time 

 

Members caught on camera: Eileen Walters, Janet Tully, 
Mary Woodman, Chris Woodman, Angela Rees, Ann 
Simone, Jacky Murphy, Tony Murphy and Barbara Pathe 

 

Nine of our members plus a guest decided to 

wake up their brains from the winter slumber 

and help a local charity by attending a quiz 

held in aid of the South Bucks Hospice at the 

Curzon Centre in Beaconsfield on February 

2nd.  It was the first time they had worked 

together as a team and they were very pleased 

to finish third by only a few points.  The event 

raised over a thousand pounds on the night for 

the hospice on Amersham Road in High 

Wycombe.  This will help with their running 

costs plus help towards funding a brand new 
building at Totteridge which should be finished 

by next year.  Hopefully also some new people 

will have heard of the Society.  It is planned to 

hold a quiz for Society members in March 

2014.  Details to be confirmed later. 

Eileen Walters 

Mugshot in Kaiteriteri 
This Pann Mill mug is far away from its home 

town.  This is Kaiteriteri, a much frequented 

holiday spot at the north end of South Island, 

New Zealand, 11667 nautical miles from High 

Wycombe.  The view is roughly north and once 

past the local terrain and a bit of North Island 

there is nothing much but Pacific Ocean until 

you hit Siberia. 

The Silt Road 
An unusual book about the river Wye, entitled 

“The Silt Road”, is due out in April.  The 

author, Charles Rangeley-Wilson will be giving 

a talk to Friends of High Wycombe Library on 

Thursday 18th April at 7.30 p.m.  He will also 

be visiting High Wycombe during the month of 

May when there will be an exhibition about 

milling at Wycombe Museum. 

Bucks Open Studios 
This year Bucks Open Studios runs for three 

weeks in June 2013 starting on the 8th June.  

Member Christine Clark will be exhibiting 

stained glass in her studio in High Wycombe.  

See brochure for details or call 07956 105428.  

She will be delighted to meet and greet visitors 

from the High Wycombe society. 

Facebook observations 
While our Society facebook page has been 

relatively dormant recently, two new facebook 

pages with a local interest have come to our 

attention.  One entitled “Remember When in 

High Wycombe” – has as its stated purpose 

“Time to reminisce about things that we did in 

High Wycombe, things that have long since 

gone, post old photos etc.”  It has attracted a 
few thousand “likes” in a very short period of 

time and contains very many interesting 

pictures of Wycombe in the past. 

Another page entitled “Future for High 

Wycombe” was set up shortly afterwards with 

the slogans “Remembering the Past ... Building 

our Future”.  It invites us to answer: “What do 

you think is good or bad about our town, and 

how can we help develop High Wycombe into a 

vibrant place which we can all be proud of?  

We would encourage members to join in the 

debate. 

How did you get this newsletter? 
If you are a local member reading a paper copy 

of this newsletter, it was probably delivered to 

you by one of our volunteer postmen.  It is also 

issued via email to our e-members, that is 

members who have elected to receive it that 

way.  Have you considered recently how you 

would like to receive yours?  Please email 

chris@thewoodmans.plus.com if your 

requirements have changed.  Also if there are 

any would-be volunteer postmen reading this 

please contact Chris Woodman on HW 528106. 

We have started looking into the possibility of 

providing a colour version and would be 

interested to hear your views on this too.  If, for 

example, we were able to offer the colour 

version but only via email, might it persuade 

you to become an e-member? 

mailto:chris@thewoodmans.plus.com
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr Michael Clare 

Mr David Kellard 

Ms Jill Suri 

Mrs E Massey 

Obituaries 
We regret to inform members of the death of: 

Peter Batchelor 
 
 

 

Contributions Please. 
Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th May 2013. 

You can also get in touch with the Editorial 

Team via the Society‟s facebook page. 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2013  

Friday, 22nd March 

The Gateway Lecture Theatre, 

Bucks New University 

7.30 p.m. 

Postponed Quarterly Meeting: Are Universities Assets to their 

Communities?.  Speaker: Prof. Ruth Farwell, Vice Chancellor of 

Bucks New University. 

Friday, 12th  April 

Trinity United Reformed 

Church (Opposite Pann Mill) 

7.30 p.m. 

Annual General Meeting 

Members are advised to look at accompanying paperwork for further 

information. 

Thursday, 18th April 

High Wycombe Library 

7.00 p.m. or 7.30 p.m.  

See Library publicity for time 

Friends of High Wycombe Library are hosting a talk entitled: 

Silt Road: The Story of a Lost River – The author Charles Rangeley-

Wilson will talk about and give readings from his newly published 

book about the River Wye.  Admission £2 

Friday, 3rd May 

All Saints‟ church 

7.30 pm. 

Wycombe Arts Festival Meeting: Nine centuries of Heritage – a 

history of All Saints‟ church.  Speaker: David Snoxell.  The evening 

will include time to look around the church. 

Sunday 12th May 

11.00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

National Mills Day.  Pann Mill open 11 a.m.– 5 p.m. 

Bric-a-brac stall, Books, Teas & Cakes, Plants, Sale of Flour (water 

level permitting). 

Water Trail, 2.30 p.m.  Start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Sunday 2nd June 

2.30 p.m - 4 p.m. 

See Museum publicity for info. 

A Wycombe Museum Event.  Mike Dewey is giving a talk on Frank 

Adams.  The afternoon includes an accompanied viewing of the 

recently installed exhibition to celebrate Wycombe Wanderers‟ 125 

years.  Admission £4.  To book a place, phone 01494 421895  

Sunday, 16th June Shared-car visit to Bledlow Manor House and Lyde Garden – For 

further details contact Ann Simone on 01494 448773 

Friday, 5th July 

The Hub, Easton Street 

7.30 pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: Wycombe‟s Green and Pleasant Land. Speaker: 

Roger Wilding, Wycombe Wildlife Group. 

Sunday, 14th July 

Important Note: Change of 

Date since first advertised. 

Pann Mill Open Day. Teas & Cakes, Plants, Bric-a-brac, Books, Sale 

of Flour (water level permitting). 

Sunday, 15th September National Heritage Day.  Pann Mill open 11a.m.– 5 p.m.  Bric-a-brac, 

Books, Plants & Produce, Teas & Cakes, Sale of Flour (water level 

permitting). 

Saturday, 5th October Coach trip including visit to Geffrye museum and guided tour of 

Whitechapel Bell foundry.  Note: this trip is already fully subscribed 

but Eileen is maintaining a waiting list in case any members drop 

out.  You can contact her on 01494 449902 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk

