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A Local Revolution 
AROUND THE country, big changes are afoot in Local Government. 

In the past, all substantial decisions by local Councils were taken by the full Council, or by 
Committees reflecting the Council's political balance. The Local Government Act 2000 ("LGA 
2000") changes all that. BCC and Wycombe District Council now have one-party "Cabinets" which 
take almost all the decisions, although these are subject to review, before they are put into effect, 
by politically balanced "Overview and Scrutiny Committees". In Wycombe District, the Leader is 
Cllr Roger Colomb, his Deputy is Cllr Tony Green and the Planning Member is Cllr Paul Rogerson. 
Their BCC counterparts (at least until June 7th) are David Shakespeare, Bill Chapple and Rodney 
Royston (who also covers Transportation). Cabinet members will get reasonable, though certainly 
not "fat", salaries for their part-time work. Some say the new arrangements, imposed by New 
Labour, are undemocratic. Others say they will make for tighter and more accountable control of 
Council machines by elected councillors. Only time will show. 

But there is unalloyed good news too. The monthly Cabinet meetings will be held in public. At 
Council meetings, there will be, for the first time, a right for members of the public and 
organisations to ask questions at the beginning of each meeting. Well, let's see how it works. But 
why only questions? Shouldn't a member of the public be able to express a view, on a matter on 
the agenda? And why not the same for Cabinet meetings, too? 

LGA 2000 does much more than that. Councils may now spend money on almost anything, if it is 
to further "the wellbeing of the community". They must draw up "Community Strategies". 
Wycombe District has made a cracking start to that, with a series of workshops to which we were 
invited. (We've not heard a dicky-bird from Bucks!) Community Strategies represent a broadening 
out of Councils' current "Strategic Plans". "Partner Organisations", like ourselves, not only get a 
say on what objectives and targets go into the Strategy, but are also expected to help in imple-
menting it. As a broad-based environment and heritage Society, our role in implementation must 
be limited, but we are delighted in this issue of the Newsletter, for example, to be publicising 
energy conservation, the Chalk Streams Project and Wycombe Museum, as well as our usual work 
on Heritage, Pann Mill and the rest. And we have suggested to the District Council strategists that 
targets ought to be set for more and better public consultation on planning and other matters. 
Let's not have a repeat of the sad lack of consultation we saw on the new Sainsbury's store! 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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John Mayes 
IT WAS with very great sadness that we learnt of the death on 6 May of our Life President, John Mayes, 
at the age of 90 years. Two years ago, with gradual loss of his mobility, John had moved out of his flat 
in Edgecote House to the Riverside Nursing Home at Cookham. To those who visited him there, 
including our Chairman, Roger Lawson, and our Membership & Publicity Leader, Ann Simone, he 
would say how happy he was there, and how well he was looked after by the staff. Sad though it was, it 
was no surprise to hear that his long, rich life had come to its end. 

Leonard John Mayes was born in 1911 in 
Watford. He described his parents as "poor but 
honest". His mother was of Irish Gypsy stock and 
his father was a horseman. He must have been a 
bright lad, for in due course he gained a place at 
Watford Grammar School, and 
eventually got his University of 
London matriculation. In 1932 
his long association with High 
Wycombe began.  

In the 1920s High Wycombe's 
newly created Public Library 
had moved with great success 
into the lending business and 
had quickly outgrown its site in 
Church Street (roughly where 
Country Casuals is now). The 
site had also grown in value, so 
much so that by leasing it, the 
Borough was able to release 
enough funds to build the new 
central library in Queen Victoria Road. On the 
strength of his training, the young John Mayes 
became a Trained Assistant to High Wycombe's 
Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery in the 
new premises. The museum side at that time 
was a small affair, run by a man called Fred 
Skull who doubled as an antique dealer! Unable 
to afford accommodation in Wycombe, John 
commuted by motorcycle from Watford, and in 
1936, aged only 25, he became Borough 
Librarian. In 1939 he was called up and served 
(as ground staff) in the Royal Air Force, while his 
wife took over the running of the Library, until he 
was invalided out in 1944. 

It was in the 25 years after the war that John 
Mayes made his great and lasting contribution 
to local history. In 1948, after staging the 
Museum's first exhibition of Windsor chairs, he 
acquired the additional title of Curator of the 
Museum. The Museum became the centre for 
studying the local furniture industry and chair-
making, and John made a series of tapes 
preserving the memories of local craftsmen, not 
to mention their dialects! This period of intense 
activity culminated in the publication of two 
books, "The History of Chairmaking in High 
Wycombe" and "The History of the Borough of High 
Wycombe from 1880 to the Present Day", which 
grace many bookshelves in homes around the 

town, and remain unique sources of reference on 
their subjects. 

Our friends at the museum have described John 
as "an indomitable fighter for the interests of the 

Library and Museum". The Queen 
Victoria Road site was too small 
for both and in 1962 he oversaw 
the move of the Museum to its 
present site. 

John retired from both his roles 
in 1971, and lived for a further 30 
years. He became the Society's 
Life President at our AGM in 
1988. He lectured on history at 
Great Missenden College, and 
gave very many absorbing talks to 
local groups. It was said that he 
could deliver an entire lecture in 
one of the Bucks accents that he 
had preserved on tape!  

For much of their retirement, he and his wife 
Madeline lived at Edgecote House on Amersham 
Hill, where they were befriended by neighbours 
including George and Pat Burnham who cared 
increasingly for them both and eventually, after 
Madeline's death, arranged for John's move to 
Cookham. Astonishingly, George recounts that 
John never enjoyed particularly good health, but 
that had not stopped him from a vigorous life of 
cycling, walking (huge distances!) and boating. 
(Although he kept his boat on the Thames, he 
travelled far and wide on it.) 

It was John who had chosen for himself a non-
religious funeral – a moving, honest ceremony 
held at the Chilterns Crematorium on 18 May. 
There were readings from John Dryden and 
humanist philosophers. At John's insistence, 
there were to be no hymns or prayers. But there 
was music. We entered to the opening of 
Beethoven's Pastoral Symphony ("The Awakening 
of Joyful Feelings on Arriving in the Country"), we 
reflected to the solo oboe and guitar of 
Rodriguez' Concerto de Aranjuez, and we 
departed to Rachmaninov's Rhapsody on a Theme 
of Paganini. Like all things in John Mayes' life, 
this final ceremony was planned with care and 
executed with perfection. 

Chris Woodman 
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Annual General Meeting 2001 
THE 2001 AGM was held in the Reggie Goves 
Centre on 24 April, and was followed by brief 
talks on the work of the Society's six groups by 
the group leaders. 

Frances Presland, Hon. Sec., in her report on the 
past year, highlighted one or more items in the 
work of each group: the Planning Group's efforts 
to achieve public consultation on the new 
Sainsbury's store; the Transport Group's 
continuing campaign to restore the High 
Wycombe to Bourne End Railway Line (HBL); the 
triumph of Pann Mill in grinding flour again after 
many years of hard work; the many successful 
events run by the Membership & Publicity 
Group; the work of the Friends of the Rye Group 
to challenge the plans for the new Environment 
Centre on Holywell Mead; and the Heritage 
Group's exhibition for the Heritage Open Day. 
Finally, she referred to the increasing success 
and readership of the Newsletter. 

Nick Giles, Hon. Treasurer, reported on an 
improved financial position, with a 300% 
increase in income from sales of publications, 
and a huge improvement in the viability of the 
Pann Mill project with the selling of stoneground 
corn and a large volume of donations including a 
particularly generous one from the Environment-
al Consultants, Montgomery Watson. But there 
was a cautionary note: subscription income had 
fallen (although the variable dates of inpayments 
could affect the comparison). The Chairman 
congratulated Mr Giles on the clarity and 
fullness of his presentation. After questions from 
Lorna Cassidy about the HBL, the accounts were 
adopted, it was agreed to maintain subscriptions 
at the same level and the meeting moved on to 
the business of electing officers. 

Our Life President, John Mayes, and our Vice-
Presidents, Kathleen Peatey and Olive Scruton, 
were confirmed, and two new Vice-Presidents 
were elected: John Gore (who was retiring from 
the Executive Committee) and Myra King (who 
had "emigrated" to Somerset and was not 
standing for re-election as Vice-Chairman). 
Roger Lawson was confirmed as Chairman and 
Chris Woodman was elected as the new Vice-
Chairman, replacing Myra King. The remaining 
members of the existing Executive Committee 
(Pauline Cauvain, Evelyn Roe, Ron Sims, David 
Turner and Annie Woodward) were re-elected en 
bloc, and we acquired two new members: Tony 
Fooks (see p.15), who had become an active 
member of the Planning Group, and Robert 
Turner (p.9), who would now report to the 
Committee on the work of the Mill Group. 

There followed talks by the leaders of the 
Groups, with the opportunity for questions. 

John Gore, leader of the Planning Group, noted 
the Group now had nine members (though new 
members would always be welcomed), and he 
gave a succinct description of how the planning 
system works – from the Government's Planning 
Policy Guidance (PPG) Notes and Regional 
Planning Guidance to the County Structure Plan 
and Local Plan. Wycombe District Council 
received 3,000 planning applications a year, and 
two or three times a month a member of the 
Planning Group inspects the latest plans and 
recommends to the Group whether we should 
object. It was gratifying when Councillors heeded 
our arguments,  but frustrating when our views 
seemed to be ignored. There followed a brief 
discussion of industry apparently being pushed 
out of the town, and the policy of reducing the 
provision of parking places on new housing 
developments. 

Elsa Woodward, leader of the Transport Group, 
described the history of the Group (including its 
successful opposition to the Northern Relief 
Road) and then set out the current position on 
the Busway and the proposed restoration of the 
High Wycombe to Bourne End railway line (see 
p.10). 

Pauline Cauvain described the current work of 
the Heritage Group, now with five members. 
Work was beginning on an exhibition for the 
Heritage Days in September about Wycombe's 
industrial heritage. She also referred to the 
Society's photographic archive and appealed for 
volunteers to take photographs of Wycombe 
today to ensure this archive is sustained into the 
future. 

Annie Woodward spoke of her work as 
Membership Secretary. She referred to the need 
to encourage more members to become active, 
but without putting off those members who 
choose not to be active but remain very valued 
members of the Society. Ann Simone described 
the very effective work of the new Programme 
Secretary (Angela Rees) and referred to the 
difficulty in getting effective publicity and press 
coverage for the Society's work. 

Peter Hazzard reviewed the work of the Pann 
Mill Restoration Group (including the regular 
issue of the Pann Mill Times) and Frances 
Alexander, from the floor, praised the wonderful 
work of Margaret Simmons, the "site gardener". 

Finally, Chris Woodman briefed the meeting on 
the developments in Local Democracy (see p.1). 
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Planning 

Local Plan Public Inquiry 
AT LAST, the Public Inquiry into the Wycombe District Local Plan to 2011 is drawing to its close. As we 
go to press, the only remaining sessions of interest to High Wycombe Society members are the Park & 
Ride Round Table (7 June), the Compair site (19 June) and the notorious A404 Hazlemere diversion 
(25 June). Then we shall have to wait the best part of a year before the Inspectors complete their 
report and we know what parts, if any, of the Plan and the District Council's Pre-Inquiry Changes will 
be recommended to the Council for amendment. The changes – if any – proposed by the Inspectors do 
not, in theory, bind the Council but in practice they are very likely to lose at a judicial review if they fail 
to adopt any of the Inspector's changes of substance without a very tight case. The following account 
of the proceedings is of necessity very abbreviated. For more detail, visit our web site at 
www.highwycombesociety.org.uk. 

On 27–28 March, Oxford Land put their case 
for the mixed development of the large Abbey 
Barn South site west of Abbey Barn Lane and 
north of (but set well back from) Daws Hill 
Lane. This site, currently "safeguarded land", 
had originally been proposed for development 
by the District Council, but was withdrawn in 
Pre-Inquiry Changes on the basis of a revised 
assessment of housing need. On the lower 
reaches of the site above the ski slope, there 
would be 220 dwellings, while at the top there 
would be a large new Business Park. Access 
would be from Daws Hill Lane and through the 
Wycombe Marsh and Abbey Barn North sites 
(but, thank goodness, the developers had 
persuaded the County Council that the 
appalling flyover proposal referred to in our 
last report would not now be necessary – 
apparently buses climb steep hills elsewhere in 
High Wycombe!!!). There was a great deal of 
argument about whether Wycombe needs a 
new Business Park. In the evidence, it emerged 
that there is certainly plenty of demand from 
the business sector for such high quality land 
but, overall, satisfying such demand is much 
more likely to stimulate more inbound 
commuting than to stem the flow of "out 
commuting", and thus would exacerbate, not 
reduce, Wycombe's traffic problems. As for 
housing, from our point of view, this site is less 
objectionable than Abbey Barn North, but 
whether it (or the Gomm Valley site – see 
below) is needed depends on the view taken by 
the Inspector of the Council's proposal to leave 
demand for 300 additional houses beyond 
2008 unmet for the time being (invoking the 
new "Plan, Monitor and Manage" approach to 
review the situation in a few years' time if 
necessary). 

On 30 March, Verco pressed their case for the 
allocation for housing of most of that part of 
the Chapel Lane site which they do not occupy 
for manufacturing. To boost their case, they 
had allied themselves to AXA's proposal to 
retain the Bucks Free Press site for business 

use. Verco's case that noise mitigation measures 
would allow houses to be built close to their 
manufacturing operation was not convincing. 

24 April to 1 May saw the first of two key sessions 
– the Council's proposal for a major new 
development of the combined Wycombe Marsh 
Paper Mill/Wycombe Sewage Works site for 400 
units of housing, 1.8 hectares of retail ware-
housing and 2 hectares of employment land. 
Almost the entire site is now owned by Thames 
Water, who have already spent over £1m on 
advance works for a £50 million project to bore a 
3m-diameter tunnel to carry Wycombe's effluent 
to a rebuilt Little Marlow Sewage Works, and 
return clean water in a pipe to the Wye to 
maintain minimum flows in dry periods. 
Persimmon and Beazer – to strengthen their case 
for alternative housing sites such as Gomm Valley 
– argued (implausibly) that the project was not 
financially viable and that when Thames Water 
realised it, they would pull out. 

This was a long series of sessions which also had 
to consider the arguments for and against the 
Little Marlow improvements. By eliminating the 
largely undeveloped, though publicly inaccessible, 
Sewage Works site between the Rye and 
Kingsmead, this project will do more to change 
the face of Wycombe than anything else in the 
Plan. The Bassetsbury Area Protection Group 
argued against this breaking of the "green 
corridor" and also pointed out very effectively the 
utter inadequacy of ecological surveys (and 
indeed the total absence of any ecological 
enhancement over the years) by Thames Water. 
Wycombe District Council painted a different 
picture – that there was here a major opportunity 
to open up parts of the Wye and the Back Stream 
currently inaccessible to the public, and to create 
new wildlife habitats. Overall, their case sounded 
good, although they unfortunately would not 
commit themselves to a minimum "buffer zone" 
beside the rivers. 

Earlier in the Inquiry, the High Wycombe Society 
had opposed the use of part of this site for retail 

 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 5 NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2001 
 
 
warehousing. Unfortunately, it became pretty 
clear that the viability of the scheme does 
depend on the £7m of additional land values 
associated with allocating 1.8 ha for retail use. 
The Council's intention is that the retail zone 
will be alongside London Road, particularly on 
the Marsh Mill site. 

Access to the site will be from two points on 
London Road (opposite Hatters Lane and 
Micklefield Road/Cock Lane), with a further 
access for buses and possibly other vehicles 
from Kingsmead Road. In "sustainability" 
terms, the site is very well situated – on many 
bus routes and with good pedestrian and cycle 
access to the town centre. Of course a good 
deal of attention was paid to London Road's 
traffic problems. The Council's transport 
witness pointed out that, though more could 
still be done to improve traffic flows on London 
Road (see p.11), and that, where possible, 
drivers could be expected to re-route or re-time 
their journeys, the reality is that congestion is 
part of the Government's "stick and carrot" 
approach to encourage people to leave their 
cars at home and use public transport. 

From 8-17 May was dog-eat-dog fortnight! Rival 
developers AXA and Wimpey put forward 
alternative proposals to develop the Gomm 
Valley, which the District Council proposes to 
retain as Safeguarded Land for the time being 
(and to classify as a Local Landscape Area). 
The Gomm Valley Action Group (mainly Tylers 
Green people) wanted the "Safeguarded Land" 
classification withdrawn. 

AXA's proposal was for 400 dwellings on the 
western side of the valley near Pimms 
Grove/Pimms Close. At the foot of the valley 
there would be an extension to the 
Peregrine Business Park together 
with other employment uses (total 
5.9 hectares). The site of Special 
Scientific Interest would be 
untouched, however (a deal having 
been done with BBOWT), and to the 
north, stretching all the way up to 
Tylers Green, there would be a new 
26 hectare "public park" (which 
would include the land for the 
previously proposed "Ashwells" 
development and preserve the 
green "buffer" between Tylers Green 
and the London Road area of High 
Wycombe).  

Access to the site would be from 
Hammersley Lane, Gomm Road 
and Pimms Grove and Close. AXA 
also proposed a Park and Ride site 
beside the railway next to 
Hammersley Lane, but the Council 
argued that, if there was to be an 

eastern P&R site at all, it should be at Wooburn 
Moor near the Tesco roundabout. AXA opposed 
the development of the field owned by Wimpey, 
apparently having been convinced by their 
consultant that it would be far more damaging in 
landscape terms than development set back from 
the valley entrance. 

The Council's position was that the Gomm Valley 
did not need to be developed (yet!) and that the 
proposal would be costly in landscape and 
ecological terms. They argued, for example, that 
the Wycombe urban area ends at Cock Lane not 
at Hammersley Lane. If, however, the Inspector 
were to conclude that a greater housing allocation 
needs to be made at this time, then Gomm Valley, 
like Abbey Barn South or even Terriers Farm and 
Grange Farm, could be in his sights. 

On 24 May there was an interesting session on 
Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs). The 
Wycombe and District Landlords Association, 
supported by witnesses from Bucks Chilterns 
University College, argued against new 
requirements, including that rooms in HMOs 
should have an area of at least 9 square metres 
(currently 6.5 sq m). They said that since a 
controversial application in Deeds Grove in 1998, 
the District Council had applied the current rules 
very inflexibly.  

The subtext was interesting and highly political. It 
was said that some Councillors consider that 
HMOs "affect the quality of the area", but the 
Council's witness said this was not the "corporate 
view" of the Council. For their part, the objectors 
feared that any new rules would be interpreted to 
frustrate the granting of planning consent for 
HMOs, and it was noted that provision of more 
HMOs is Government policy. 

We are suggesting that, in return for a constant and, above all, regular 
supply of High Wycombe's high quality effluent for processing, Marlow 
should donate a fitting water feature for Margaret's garden at Pann Mill. 
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Planning This Quarter 
Sainsbury’s redevelopment  This major plan-
ning application, which we reviewed in our 
Winter Newsletter, has received approval from 
Wycombe District Council conditional upon the 
completion of planning obligation agreements to 
secure affordable housing on site etc. One of our 
earlier concerns that the Oxford Road frontage 
would have a dead appearance to passers-by has 
to some extent been met: revised drawings show 
a number of windows and display panels along 
this frontage which should introduce some 
animation at ground level. 

Tesco at Esso  Maybe some of our Councillors 
on the Planning Applications Panel had been 
reading the leading article in our Spring News-
letter, for they decided, against Officers’ advice, 
to refuse two planning applications for Tesco 
Express stores at two Esso petrol-filling stations, 
one at Terriers and the other in Marlow Road. 
The Society also had called for refusal, on the 
grounds of the effect on local shops and on 
traffic problems respectively. 

Guildmaster Works  This is the name of the 
disused factory along Desborough Road lying 
between St John’s Church and West End Street. 
A developer is seeking to demolish the present 
building and replace it with a 4-storey block of 
62 flats. Such a massive block in an area of 
predominantly two-storey shops is, we think, out 
of character. We have made suggestions for 
stepping the frontage to reduce the dominating 
appearance. Revised drawings show some 
treatment of the top floor aimed at softening the 
appearance, but insufficiently, in our view. 

Copperfields We have objected to an application 
to build an additional 17 houses and 15 flats on 
land at Copperfields (between West Wycombe 
Road and West Wycombe Park), arguing that 
traffic on West Wycombe Road would be 
worsened, emergency access is inadequate and 
there could be sewage disposal problems. We 
consider that no more than 20 extra houses 
should be built there. 

Ercol site  We have recently commented on a 
draft Development Brief produced by WDC to 
guide the major housing development on the 
Ercol site. We thought the proposed density of 
58 houses per hectare (23 per acre) was on the 
high side. 

Busway  Bucks County Council, supported by 
Wycombe District Council, want to construct a 
dedicated busway from Spring Gardens to the 
railway station, using the track of the former 
Bourne End-High Wycombe railway line. We have 
objected not to the principle of a busway, but to 

the proposal to remove a massive 16,500 cubic 
metres of soil from the embankment west of 
Gordon Road, just to reduce the gradient in 
order to allow buses to cross Gordon Road at 
street level. The Society believes that the best 
solution would be to replace the former bridge 
over Gordon Road. This would have major 
advantages: (i) it would save shifting so much 
soil; (ii) there would be no need to further 
strengthen the main railway track to Marylebone 
which is currently dependent on this embank-
ment; (iii) there would be no disruption of 
Gordon Road traffic; and (iv) it would facilitate 
the introduction of a light tramway route all the 
way to Bourne End at some future date. This 
would make a real impact on reducing London 
Road traffic. For more details see p.10. 

Urban Capacity Study  In our Spring Newsletter 
we mentioned the Government’s revised 
Regional Planning Guidance for the South East 
covering proposed housing and other 
developments for the years up to 2016. This has 
now been published as an authoritative 
document, which in turn has prompted Bucks 
County Council to start to review its County 
Structure Plan. The latest Government planning 
guidance on the location of new development 
calls on local authorities to consider reusing 
and/or redeveloping appropriate land and 
buildings within the existing built-up area before 
other locations, such as greenfield sites, are 
considered. The County Council supported by 
the District Councils is therefore setting in 
motion an ‘Urban Capacity Study’, and is 
inviting people to submit suggestions about land 
and buildings within existing towns and villages 
which they think may be suitable for 
redevelopment in the period up to 2016. If you 
have some positive ideas, please send them to 
the County Council at Aylesbury as soon as 
possible (contact number 01296 382724 – we 
would be delighted to receive a copy.) The 
official deadline of 15 June 2001 is ridiculously 
short for such a long-term project: surely useful 
ideas received a little later ought to be wholly 
acceptable. 

John Gore 
 
 

Litter, litter everywhere (but 
only in Chiltern District!!!) 
Wycombe District came 5th in the country in a 
recent Audit Commission survey of litter in 
English districts. Congratulations, Wycombe! 
That must be worth another Charter Mark!  
Chiltern District came 319th (and bottom)! 
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New Planning Guidance on Transport - PPG13
The latest version of PPG13, the Government’s 
planning policy guidance on transport, has 
recently been published. It aims to improve the 
integration of planning and transport at all 
levels, national, regional, strategic and local, 
primarily to reduce the need to travel, especially 
by car, and to locate housing, jobs, shops, 
schools, leisure facilities and other services 
where they may be easily reached by public 
transport, foot or bike. Local authorities are 
asked to use the planning process to actively 
manage and locate new developments to achieve 
these objectives. This is all very laudable, but 
‘Easier said than done' is the thought that comes 
to mind, especially in an already intensely 
developed area like High Wycombe. 

At present, when a large development is 
contemplated, the developer must produce a 
Traffic Impact Assessment; that is, an estimate 
of what the increase in traffic is likely to be. 
Under the new regime, these will be replaced by 
Transport Assessments in which the developer 
will have to work out travel implications and give 
details of proposed measures to improve 
accessibility by public transport etc and to 
reduce the need for parking. It follows that 
developers are more likely to receive planning 
permission if they locate on sites already 
favoured by the local authority for good 
accessibility by a range of transport modes. 

Guidance is also given on parking policies. The 
guidance suggests that the availability of car 
parking has a major influence on the means of 
transport people choose for their journeys to 
work etc. Briefly, this means that if there is 
nowhere to park, people will leave their cars at 
home and travel by other means. It is also 
pointed out that car parking takes up a large 
amount of space, which is costly to business and 
reduces building densities. So reduction of 
parking space is seen as an essential item in a 
package of planning and transport measures to 
promote sustainable travel choices. However, 
good quality parking for bicycles is to be 
encouraged. All this is not going to be popular, 
but it should tip the balance in favour of public 
transport, walking and cycling, and lead to an 
environmentally desirable reduction in car 
usage. 

One innovation which is worrying allows the 
possibility of locating park-and-ride sites within 
the Green Belt. Although the criteria for 
choosing sites are strict, and non-Green Belt 
alternatives must be investigated first, the mere 
fact that the possibility is raised at all concerns 
us. The openness and visual amenity of the 

Green Belt are both bound to be adversely 
affected to some degree. Security floodlighting, 
essential for security at park-and-ride sites, 
would certainly be visually intrusive in country 
areas. 

Although park-and-ride schemes should alleviate 
traffic congestion in the relevant towns, it is by 
no means certain that all such schemes actually 
reduce the number and/or length of car journeys 
when taking the area as a whole into 
consideration. More research is needed. 

With the possible exception of the park-and-ride 
amendments, this revised PPG13 should be 
seen by environmentalists as a step in the right 
direction. 

John Gore 
 

 

A Busy Summer … 
… which we hope will cater for all tastes. Here 
is some more information about just some of 
the events in the diary on p.16. 

Saturday 23rd June sees another Tour of 
Hidden Bucks, the fourth. This time, there is 
more walking than driving, because after 
seeing the wall paintings in Little Missenden 
Church, we join the Amersham Society for a 
1¼-hour guided walk of Amersham. Lunch 
there. Then on to Hyde Heath (a more modern 
church decoration) and a village which is 
taking steps to maintain its own shop. 
Ann Simone will call those who have already 
expressed interest. There's still room for 
another five! 

Sunday 15th July – another Pann Mill Open 
Day. Come and join the Team for a lazy hour or 
two. Home-made cakes and teas … if you could 
help with this it would be appreciated. Please 
give Ann Simone a ring on 01494 448773. 

New Members will shortly receive an invitation 
to the fabled New Members' Tea Party on 21st 
July! You will have a chance to meet each 
other, and officers of the Society, and perhaps 
do more. In the past, several newcomers have 
decided to get more involved after such an 
informal afternoon. 

Charity Market Stall – Saturday 11th 
August, morning. We need bric-a-brac, bags, 
plants (not clothes), books. We also need help. 
Could you do an hour's stint selling? Or could 
you be there at 7.45am to help unload and set 
up the stall? This is a good fund-raising event, 
and fun! Contact Ann Simone. 
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The Limits of Local Power – in Fennels Road! 
IN OUR leading article in the last issue, we encouraged our District Councillors to make full use of the 
discretion they enjoy to determine planning applications. In support of our case, we quoted the case of 
a planning application in Fennels Road. We said, "A year ago, Councillors stood up robustly to advice [from 
Planning Officers] that they should permit inappropriate garage-type activity in a residential area at Fennels 
Road. As far as we know, that decision has not been challenged." 

But it was! No sooner was the Newsletter issued 
than we heard from Matthew Barrett, Assistant 
District Solicitor, that the applicant had 
appealed and a Public Inquiry had been held at 
the end of February. The outcome was awaited 
and Mr Barrett promised us a copy of the 
Inspector's report. As good as his word, Mr 
Barrett sent us a copy of the Report just two 
weeks later. The bad news was that the 
Inspector had allowed the appeal, but the good 
news was that he imposed stringent conditions 
and the situation is certainly better than if the 
District Council had allowed the original 
application. No costs were awarded against the 
Council, and their own costs were internal. 

In rejecting the planning application, the Council 
had refused consent for the continued use of 
land in Fennels Road (near the western end of 
Kingsmead – see photo on p.10) for repair and 
servicing of motor vehicles and storage of motor 
vehicle parts. There was a long history. In 1992 
the Council had served an enforcement notice on 
the grounds that the change from residential use 
was not authorised, but on appeal, the appellant 
was given 3 years to terminate his operations. At 
the expiry of that period, the Council had 
granted the operator, Mr Saunders, a further 18 
months to end the operation, but he had 
continued beyond that period and applied for 
permanent consent, which was refused, leading 
to the Inquiry. 

In allowing the appeal, the Inspector made the 
following points (amongst many others!): 

• the wider area around Fennels Road includes 
a number of other industrial, warehouse, 
office and other commercial uses; there is a 
coachworks on the other side of Fennels 
Road, and some disturbance arising from 
commercial uses is an integral part of the 
character of the area; 

• the site had been used for a variety of 
commercial uses predating 1947 and other 
uses would have resulted in a level of noise 
and disturbance; 

• the Local Plan does not include the site in its 
list of "badly sited users"; 

• the emerging new Local Plan no longer 
refers to the conversion of scattered 
employment-generating sites to housing; 

• although there had been earlier complaints 
from residents, there had been none since 
1997 when the most recent temporary 
permission was granted; 

• the Council had had plenty of time to draw 
together evidence of noise, parking, smells 
etc in the 8 months over which it considered 
the most recent application but carried out 
no surveys as such; 

• evidence obtained at a late stage by Cllr Mrs 
Clare Martens who wrote to local residents 
ought to have been obtained by the Council 
itself before it determined the application; 

• there are other powers available to the local 
authority to control noise and parking 
nuisance, which had not been used. 

The stringent conditions now imposed include: 

• no activity outside 8am to 5pm weekdays 
and 9am to 4.30pm Saturdays; 

• schemes to be agreed specifying the height 
of storage, the parking and manoeuvring of 
vehicles and fencing to the south-east; 

• repair and servicing permitted but no panel 
beating or paint spraying at any time; 

• electric and pneumatic tools only to be used 
inside specified buildings. 

The planning consent is effectively personal to 
Mr G J Saunders (the son of the applicant) and 
cannot be passed on to a new operator. 

And the lessons? Well, there are several for the 
District Council relating to what they should put 
into future Local Plans, and they need to 
consider whether they are making full use of 
their Environmental Health and Highways 
powers. But for residents at large (and for 
Councillors advising them), the lesson is 
unavoidable: if you have a problem with a 
neighbouring business, you must complain 
loudly and frequently and never give up. You 
might think the District Council would not 
welcome this, but in the end, their position at 
appeal will be much stronger if there is strong 
evidence of local dissatisfaction with the 
situation. 

Mr Barrett has asked us to record the Council's 
thanks to the four local residents who gave their 
time freely as witnesses at the Public Inquiry. 
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Pann Mill 

Water, Water Everywhere 
THERE WAS a time, or so I am told, when it 
was necessary to pump water into the river 
above Pann Mill to provide sufficient water to 
make the wheel turn – how things have 
changed! 
In contrast to so many days recently, National 
Mills Day 2001 on 13 May was for the most 
part a warm and sunny spring day. The river 
was full of water, and a steady flow of visitors 
took tea in the delightful gardens to the gentle 
gurgle of water under the waterwheel. Inside 
the mill house the machinery rumbled and 
clattered contentedly to itself, and a stream of 
wholemeal flour trickled from the spout. How 
wonderful it was, and what a fitting tribute to 
all those who worked so hard over so many 
years to achieve it. 
And the water? For once there was just too 
much. The river was so full that there was a 
risk that it wouldn’t properly turn the wheel. 
And if that wasn’t enough, at 4 o’clock the 
obligatory thunderstorm drenched us all, 
chased away the remaining visitors, brought 
the day to a premature close, and sent the Wye 
cascading onto the Rye. 
Thunderstorms aside, it was a very successful 
day, and our thanks go out to all of those who 
made it so. Nearly 200 bags of flour were sold, 
along with numerous plants, publications, 
turned items and teas, and income for the day  
totalled almost £600 (not all profit). 

With the mill now working, the focus of the 
restoration team is turning to other things. In 
addition to the multitude of small and not so 
small tasks to improve the mill, there is a shed 
full of milling machinery to restore. Work on 
the first of these, the winnower, is underway 
and we hope to be able to show it in operation 
on the next open day, the 15th of July. The 
biggest project however is the replacement of 
the shed itself with a new purpose-built barn 
more in keeping with the site. Our initial 
approach to the WDC Conservation Officer has 
been favourably received, and we hope to have 
completed an acceptable design in the near 
future. The new building will house the 
collection of milling machinery and have room 
for its restoration, and will contain toilets, and 
a space from which teas can be served on open 
days. All that remains is to find a builders’ 
merchant who will accept wholemeal flour in 
payment for materials! 

Robert Turner 

Many thanks to all those who, once more, made 
this day an occasion to be remembered: not only 
the amateur engineers, salespersons and fixers 
who make the event tick, but Eileen Walters 
who took command of the tea-making and, of 
course, Margaret Simmons, whose garden 
plantings were a blaze of colour. Together they 
made it not merely a memorable day but a 
financially successful one too!–Ed. 
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Robert Turner is now elected
to the Executive Committee,
reporting on the work of the

Mills Group. 
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We were delighted to see Tony
Turner, who was manager of High
Wycombe M&S when they donated
most of the funds for the building in
1984. 
nd the raffle was a
uccessful innovation. 
Nick Gillott and Margaret Simmons take a
break, with the garden behind looking at its
very springtime best. 
he Lady from 
ottage Garden 
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er usual beautiful 
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Transport 

Swiss Rail and the New Busway 
THE PROPOSED new busway, to run between the London Road and the station via Spring Gardens, has 
reached the Planning Application stage. Its 1.2km will be on part of the disused track of the High 
Wycombe/Bourne End rail link (HBL), built by Brunel in 1854. On the west side of Gordon Road, the 
famous engineer built a great embankment which connected with a bridge over the road. Fifty years 
later, this embankment was incorporated into the even larger structures supporting the new main line 
between Wycombe and Marylebone. The bridge was about 20 metres south of the newer railway 
viaduct and was dismantled after the HBL was closed in 1970. 

Since 1994, the County Council has 
consistently refused to consider replacing the 
Gordon Road bridge. So now it is proposing to 
destroy Brunel's embankment by removing at 
least 1,000 lorry loads of earth, in order to 
make a gradient which the buses could 
manage. This would create a bus route 
crossing the busy Gordon Road traffic and a 
busway that is to cost £4.67 million. About 
£4.5 million will be for the 600 metres west of 
Gordon Road. 

Chris Wallis, a civil engineer and life member 
of the Society, has designed a new bridge to 
cross Gordon Road, giving the buses a level 
route and saving them both time and fuel. It 
would also keep them clear of Gordon Road 
traffic, with advantages to both routes. The 
embankment would thus remain undisturbed, 
and building a bridge would be about 
£1 million cheaper than destroying the 
embankment, for which permission is being 
sought in the planning application. 

A bridge would also permit the future 
reinstatement of the whole 9km of the HBL 
with light rail, to make a fast, easy connection 
with the rail services at Bourne End, and 
thence to the Thames Valley. It is now virtually 
impossible for anybody to commute by public 
transport between Wycombe and Maidenhead/ 
Slough/Reading etc, unless they can get a 
reliable lift to and from Bourne End Station. 
Consequently, many roads are more congested 
than they need be. 

The idea of a new, fast north/south link on the 
HBL has now become even more important. 
John Laing, which owns Chiltern Railways, has 
teamed up with Swiss Railways, to bring the 
high standards of Swiss Rail to a new franchise 
embracing Chiltern Railways, Thames Trains 
and Wessex Rail. This project is also to include 
the kind of fully integrated public transport for 
which Switzerland is justly famous, and within 
such developments, a new HBL service would 
supply a vital link. Also, light rail is enjoying a 
worldwide revival, as countries around the 
globe build on its success in attracting car 
drivers back to public transport. The UK 

Government is now awarding generous grants for 
light rail schemes. 

We do not understand why the County Council 
seems so keen to destroy the embankment. While 
we would support the concept of a busway using a 
bridge, the Society is objecting to the Busway 
Planning Application (see p.6), and we are 
circulating a 15-page report we have prepared to 
back our case. 

Elsa Woodward 
 

Tailor-Made Public Transport 
Soon after the Transport Group was set up in 
1989, we came to think that bus services would 
have to change, so as to include many types 
based much more on detailed knowledge of the 
journeys people want to make, such as the 
successful football buses, work buses and 
taxibuses to and from the station. We realised this 
information would have to be processed by 
computer, to make it cheap and easy to handle, 
and we suggested that postcodes would probably 
help with this, but we did not have the resources 
to develop the programmes. 

In the last year, there have been a number of 
developments in what is now called "demand-
responsive transport" of all kinds, including 
computer software which automatically works out 
the best routes for dial-a-ride services and other 
kinds of shared minibus taxis. At the quarterly 
meeting on 12 July where will be three speakers 
covering various aspects of this new approach to 
shared transport. 

Elsa Woodward 
 

 

 . 

 

Garage business in Fennels Road (see p.8)
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Handy Cross; and the Corridor Study 
THE FINAL report on the Handy Cross Study was eventually published on 8 March, during a visit to 
the town by Keith Hill MP. The study had been ready for some time and is dated January, but 
evidently the paying public only gets the information when the Government considers the moment 
is right. 

The study was unusual in that it jointly 
involved the County Council, the District 
Council and the Government Office for the 
South East (in Guildford) which was in the 
lead. The agreed Report, which runs to 13 
pages, was produced by the consultants, 
Kennedy & Donkin on behalf of GO-SE. The 
study was billed as an "integrated transport" 
study but the non-roadbuilding aspects have 
turned out to be a non-event. While they may 
help the town (see Corridor Study) the study 
concluded they would do little for Handy Cross. 

The main result of the study was the re-design 
of the Handy Cross roundabout which will 
include a new slip road for traffic from Marlow 
to Oxford and a link inside the present 
roundabout enabling Oxford-Marlow and 
Marlow-London traffic to bypass the John Hall 
Way, Marlow Road and Marlow Hill junctions. 
On 28 March the Government announced the 
necessary £3m funding for this scheme which 
we understand is likely to take 5 years to 
complete (because of land acquisition 
procedures). 

Apart from this, the report confirmed a range of 
short-term measures for the roundabout 
(including CCTV and remote control of signal 
timings). It endorsed traffic reduction measures 
such as Green Travel Plans for firms and the 
Safer Routes to School initiative. And on Park 
& Ride, while any decision whether to have 
P&R or not is for WDC and BCC in the context 
of the Local Plan and Local Transport Plan, the 
Study proposes that a southern P&R site 
should be south-west of Handy Cross, rather 
than on Cressex Island. This is a proposal that 
the Society will strongly oppose, as an 
unjustified intrusion into the Green Belt. 
 
 
Corridor Study 
For some two years now, the County and 
District Councils have been working towards a 
comprehensive study of the four main traffic 
"corridors" leading to High Wycombe. This 
work got fully underway last year and at the 
meeting of the Wycombe Transport Strategy 
Panel on 29 March 2001 preliminary results 
were presented to County and District 
Councillors by the lead consultants, Halcrow 
Fox. The final report, which will take account 
of Councillors' comments in March, will go to 
the next meeting of the Panel on 15 June. After 
that there will be public consultation. We urge 

all our members to attend whatever exhibition 
is held, and to submit observations and 
comments on what they see. Meanwhile, we 
offer this very brief résumé of the main results 
presented in March. 

Southern Corridor 
No bus lane, but bus priority measures, are 
proposed for Desborough Avenue. The long-
mooted Cressex Link Road would be built and 
there would be a "bus gate" preventing vehicles 
other than buses passing along Marlow Road 
from Handy Cross. The roundabout at the top 
of Marlow Hill would be redesigned to assist 
traffic following the A404. 

Western Corridor 
There would be a no right turn out of Chapel 
Lane, many additional pedestrian refuges and 
a traffic light system preventing queuing 
through West Wycombe village. 

Northern Corridor 
Amersham Hill, not Bowerdean Road, would be 
the favoured bus corridor, with the latest plans 
for the station allowing buses to turn in from 
Amersham Hill. There would be traffic lights at 
Terriers and (with bus priority) at Hazlemere. 
Buses from Holmer Green would be encour-
aged to divert along Eastern Dene. 

Eastern Corridor 
In the short term there would be improvements 
to bus stops and road markings. In the longer 
term there would be traffic lights at many 
junctions, and there would be segments of bus 
lane eastbound leading up to Micklefield Road, 
Rayners Avenue and Station Road, Loudwater. 
Closer to the town, the big Abbey Way Gyratory 
would be made a conventional one-way 
roundabout with wider carriageways than at 
present (mostly four lanes). Buses would be 
permitted to make a right turn from Crendon 
Street to the High Street to allow buses from 
the new Railway Station bus interchange to 
access the town centre. 
Overall, Councillors professed themselves well 
satisfied with the Study, but least convinced 
about the Eastern Corridor. We wrote to one 
Councillor to ask what he meant when he said 
the time had come to grasp the nettle, but have 
not yet had a reply! 

It is difficult to do justice to these two detailed 
studies in just one page. Fuller details are on 
the society's web site: 

www.highwycombesociety.org.uk. 
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Arts Festival meeting 

Three Chilterns Market Towns 
FOR OUR Arts Festival Meeting on 22 May, we enjoyed a splendid illustrated talk by Julian Hunt, of 
Bucks County Council. Julian was a local studies and librarian manager in Oldham until 1988 
when he came to Aylesbury to do the same job for Buckinghamshire. In 1997 he took over the 
management of the County Records Office and in the very near future he will also take on 
responsibility for the County Museum! We are very grateful to him for giving up his time to give us a 
unique perspective on three Chilterns Market Towns – Chesham, Amersham and High Wycombe. 

Regularly spaced to the right, higgledy-piggledy to the left. And what's that sticking out into the road? 

Did you ever notice that in Amersham, the two 
sides of the old High Street are quite different? 
Some time around the year 1200, an 
unidentified but wealthy person paid the crown 
for a market charter for Amersham and, on the 
south side of the street, laid out a series of 
regular plots, each perhaps at the end of a 
mediaeval farming strip sweeping up the hill. 
From around 1300, people on the south side 
could vote for the MPs that the borough began 
sending to Parliament, and therefore the Lord 
of the Manor took a great deal of interest in 
that side, because he wanted a family member 
to be an MP, and he wanted contacts with the 
court. So there were advantageous rents, 
which would attract well-to-do traders who 
would also boost the income from the market. 

But the borough did not extend to the north 
side, where the land belonged not to the manor 
but to the rectory. Here, the land and the plots 
backed higgledy-piggledy on to the River 
Misbourne. 

Thus it was that Amersham acquired its 
beautiful, wide High Street, laid out by 
mediaeval planners. But in due course, long-
standing stallholders found ways to persuade 
the Lord of the Manor that they should put 
permanent buildings where their stalls were, 
which is why Amersham's High Street today – 
like those of many mediaeval towns – has 
obstructions that narrow the thoroughfare. 

Also on the north side is the building known 
today as the old grammar school (Dr 
Challoner's). Inside, hanging roof trusses reveal 
its past as a fraternity hall, established by local 
traders to do good works for the community 
and to employ a parish priest who would pray 
for their souls. 

Around the beginning of the 17th century, 
however, the Drake family moved to 
Amersham, putting their agent in the old 
manor house and establishing themselves in 
the great house at Shardeloes. They bought up 
most of the rest of the town, and established 
an iron grip. They could send not one but two 
MPs to Parliament, and they could appoint the 
rector who was entitled to a huge tithe income. 
All three would be members of the Drake 
family! 

At that time there was a great deal of industry 
in Amersham too. There were, as Julian put it, 
"umpteen maltings" and there was even – 
unusually for a town of its size – a brewery as 
early as 1600. The reason was that Amersham 
lay on the main road from London (via 
Uxbridge) to the Midlands (via Banbury), and 
was just one day's coach travel from London – 
hence its series of huge pubs. But from the late 
1600s, coaches got better and could go as far 
as 50 miles in a day, and Amersham's pubs 
began to close. 
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But the Drake family's stranglehold remained, 
new enterprise seems to have been stifled, and 
in the 19th century they and others along the 
route decided they didn't want a railway which, 
when it eventually came in 1892, went to the 
new settlement of Amersham-on-the-Hill. By 
1900, the population of Amersham had 
actually fallen back from its peak in the mid-
1800s. 

Chesham, on the other hand, had none of the 
positional advantages of Amersham – it was 
effectively a "dead end". It had a cramped 
market place and many of its buildings were 
built over a culverted stream. But in fact the 
Chess was a far more reliable river than the 
Misbourne, and supported a larger number of 
mills. Moreover, there were two rival families 
laying claim to the town, neither with a 
stranglehold. For many years, Chesham had 
two vicars, each with his own vicarage, but 
occupying the same church! 

While the Chess mills began as corn mills, in 
due course some moved to fulling, supporting a 
thriving clothing industry with all the 
supporting activities such as dyeing. The cloth 
was hung on "tenters" in the "town field" and 
could be seen for miles around. Woodware 
factories grew up, making wooden malt shovels 
and brushes. And a boot and shoe cottage 
industry grew up, exporting footware to London 
– indeed once the railway finally came, several 
huge factories were built. And so it was, that 
over the course of the 19th century, Chesham, 
unlike Amersham, had trebled its population. 

Finally, Julian moved on to High Wycombe – 
modestly saying he was "a little out of his 
depth" (though it didn't seem like it)! As in 
Amersham, Wycombe's civic organisation was 
established by around 1300, but the early 
market records show that from early times 
there was a "healthy tension" between the "men 
of Wycombe" who formed a guild, and the Lord 
of the Manor at Bassetsbury, who never 
established control over the economic life of the 
town. 

Wycombe, like Amersham, was on a major 
thoroughfare, hence the big hotels like the 
Falcon and the Red Lion. But the High Street is 
a relatively new construction. The heart of old 
Wycombe was the Market Square (now housing 
Robert Adam's Little Market House) which may 
once have been bigger, but was largely filled in 
when, as in Amersham, stallholders erected 
permanent buildings. The High Street appears 
to have been laid across farmland – possibly 
once again based on the mediaeval farming 
strips – to entice businessmen into the town.  

The road through Wycombe was turnpiked by 
the Beaconsfield and Stokenchurch Trust in 
1719. That represented an important 
investment by the businessmen of the town, to 

upgrade their road and keep their town alive. 
But many bulky goods continued to go by the 
River Thames. The stone to build the new 
Shardeloes house in the 1750s all came from 
Oxfordshire to Hedsor and thence by cart to 
Amersham. Boats with goods from Wycombe 
would go either from Hedsor or Spade Oak. 
Excise records relating to a huge barge that 
sank at Boulter's Lock on 1727 listed a great 
range of types of paper from the paper mills 
that had already sprung up in the Wye Valley, 
and Julian suggested that that was probably 
also the route taken by the grain from the corn 
mills. 

In the 18th century, the Earl of Shelburne, 
who built the new Guildhall in 1757, may have 
aspired to control Wycombe just as the Drakes 
controlled Amersham, but in Wycombe the 
guilds were too strong. There were almost 20 
mills on the Wye at the time of Domesday, and 
by the 19th century, that had risen to around 
30. The close relationship with London was 
good for Wycombe economically, though 
perhaps not so good for its people. In early 
days, the maltsters sent their malt to London, 
but in the early 19th century, it was the 
London stationers who started buying up the 
mills and installing the hugely efficient paper-
making machinery which led to the celebrated 
riots in 1830. Julian showed us a later 
photograph of the machinery: whereas 
previously, paper was made in single sheets in 
a labour intensive process, there was now a 
continuous process which drew a film of paper 
from the vat, dried it, pressed it, and wound it 
on to a drum, putting six out of seven workers 
out of a job. The riots began at Ash Mill, the 
workers ignoring the corn mills but smashing 
the paper mills until they were eventually 
stopped by the militia at Marsh Green Mill. 
Interestingly, there were no mass arrests – only 
the ringleaders were arrested and tried and, as 
we Wycombers know, two were sentenced to 
death but reprieved at the last minute and 
transported to Australia. 

And finally, Julian turned to Wycombe's 
furniture industry. The chair leg turners 
worked in the countryside through much of 
this part of the Chilterns, but it was Wycombe 
which had the businessmen with the foresight 
to see the advantages of moving these 
craftsmen into Wycombe's characteristic 
furniture factories. And by 1900 Wycombe's 
population was five times greater than in 1800. 

Our very own James Rattue of Wycombe 
Museum gave the vote of thanks. Julian Hunt's 
talk had covered a great deal of ground, and 
was greatly enriched by the County archives of 
which he is the custodian. But it was uniquely 
informative because he brought to bear the 
insight of the economic historian to say not 
just what happened, but why. 
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The Bard in the Garden…  
!!!  Quiz Time  !!! 

Calling all children 1 – 15 years old… A £5 
W H Smith token is available if you can answer 
the following question. 

"Where was there once a leper colony 
in High Wycombe?” 

Send your answers to the Editor (address on 
back page) by 31 July. The first correct answer 
out of the bag will win. 
Questions set by Pauline Cauvain of our Heritage Group. 
Last issue’s question was “Which historical figure may have 
a relative buried in the Parish Church?" Therein lies a 
story. It has long been said that a lady by the name of 
Sarah Rotton, who is buried in the church, is a 
granddaughter of Richard Cromwell and great-
granddaughter of Oliver, "Lord Protector". But this is 
disputed by the Cromwell Society who have given detailed 
arguments why Richard is unlikely to have had a 
granddaughter answering to Sarah's description. There is 
another historical figure known to be buried in an unmarked 
location in the chancel: the Earl of Shelburne (subsequently 
the Marquess of Lansdowne) who was Prime Minister from 
1782 to 1783 and who negotiated the Treaty of 
Independence with the USA. We would have accepted any 
reasonable answer to the question but, in the words of 
Lewis Carroll, "Answer came there none"! 

Or "The Taming of the Shrew" at Wycombe 
Museum! A professional production takes place 
in the gardens on 26 July 2001 at 7.30pm, 
running time around 2hr 40min, one night 
only. Heartbreak Productions is a renowned 
and experienced theatre company specialising 
in open air Shakespeare and they are keen to 
use the museum's beautiful grounds. Bring a 
folding chair or rug, and warm clothing. 
Patrons are also welcome to bring their own 
picnics. During the interval, visit the museum 
buildings, with its galleries, and souvenir shop 
with non-alcoholic refreshments for sale (and 
toilets, of course). There is parking for disabled 
people in the grounds (patrons with special 
needs may contact the museum on 421895), 
and parking in the surrounding roads is free 
after 6.00pm. Tickets in advance from 
Wycombe Swan £7.50, OAPs and under-16s 
£4.50. On the night at the museum (cash, or 
cheque with cheque card only) £9.50/£5.50.  

Ratty and his Friends 
On the evening of 9th May, just about ten 
people turned up at Bassetsbury Manor for a 
fascinating illustrated talk by the BBOWT 
Water Vole Recovery Officer, Cengiz Philcox. 
Water vole numbers have plummeted over the 
past 40 years due to loss of habitat and 
increasing encroachment by mink. But 
sightings have been reported on the Wye, albeit 
not in High Wycombe. The most reliable way to 
tell a water vole from a rat in the water is that 
a rat, like a mouse, has prominent, sticking-
out ears while a water vole's lie flat; and it has 
a blunt muzzle (not pointed like a mouse). 
Wouldn't it be brilliant if water voles could be 
coaxed into Wycombe by the habitat creation 
works that the District Council promise as part 
of the Wycombe Marsh development (see p.4)? 

The talk was part of a varied programme of 
events listed in a leaflet issued by the Chilterns 
Conservation Board's Chalk Streams Project. 
For example, on Saturday 30th June there's a 
dragonfly (and damselfly) day in the Chess 
Valley and on Wednesday 22 August from 
11.00am to 3.00pm there's a Family Fun Day 
at Hughenden Manor. For a range of leaflets on 
the whole programme, contact Sarah Bentley 
at the AONB office on 01844 271308 or e-mail 
her at sbentley@chilternsaonb.org. 

Frogmoor, 4 October 2000 

Frogmoor, 23 April 2001 

Yes, we're still angry about Frogmoor. We don't
believe it was necessary for all those trees to go.
Let's hope this isn't the end of the story of trees
in Frogmoor and that the Council has the
courage to spend some money on decent-sized
planters so that at least the feel of 2000 can be
restored. 
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 “In My Opinion…” 
From a Bird who (eventually) Flew the Nest 

Little did I realise when I joined the small 
"Trees and Water Group" in the early 1980s 
that I would be leaving High Wycombe in 
February 2001 after a delightful, surprise 
send-off party with friends in the Society at the 
fully restored Pann Mill.  
Following in the footsteps of Colin Kennedy 
and Brian Honess who organised the building 
of the new mill and workshop respectively, I 
continued the restoration with the advice and 
help of local millwright and Society member 
Chris Wallis.  
My inspiration and support during that time 
was our dear Jack Scruton who lived opposite 
and had the vision to see that the last 
remaining mill on the River Wye should be 
made to work again. Sadly he died before our 
grand opening day on May 14th 2000, but I 
believe that time will reveal how much High 
Wycombe owes him.  
Trying to encapsulate the twenty years of work 
on the project (or name the folk who have given 
their time) would be impossible but memories 
held very dear to me are of all the people who 
brought materials, expertise, ideas and 
humour to Pann Mill over some lovely summer 
Sunday mornings and a few freezing, wet and 
grey ones too! Not one of us had been involved 
before in such a project, therefore there was 
much scratching of heads, reading of books 
and visits to other mills. The years flew by, 
some long lasting friendships were formed and 
I believe we all feel very proud of the end 
result. 
High Wycombe was my birthplace and my 
home for fifty-five years. My childhood was 
spent in St Anne's House (a Manor House 
demolished in the 60s) in Wycombe Marsh, 
when as a seven year old I was often woken 
with a slice of hot bread from Mayo's the baker 
in Church Square and later sent to buy a block 
of 'lump salt' or a quarter of tea, at the Co-op's 
18 ft long counter, after deftly negotiating the 
busy Thames Valley bus depot. Crossing the 
London Road between cars in those days was 
no problem for a child! After the obligatory 
fights and squabbles with my three brothers, 
whole days would be spent damming up the 
stream at the orchard in Cock Lane. A special 
treat would be a 'Coffee Dash' in Joe Lyons 
(Church St.) before taking the double-decker 
bus to "The Grand" in Desborough Road to see 
the latest Davy Crockett film.  
Now I have left those memories to begin a new 
life in Somerset. I don't think the full impact of 
my action has hit me yet! But my roots will 
always be in High Wycombe, and I shall visit 
often. 

Myra King 

Local Plan Public Inquiry 

I have been instructed to write to you by 
members of Downley Parish Council. 

At the meeting on February 13th a discussion 
took place concerning an article in the above 
edition on the subject of the Local Plan Public 
Inquiry and in particular the 9th paragraph. In 
respect of the phrase "the District Council 
regards Downley as just another part of High 
Wycombe" can you please expand on this 
observation as it does not necessarily fall in 
line with opinions of the majority of Downley 
Parish Council members. It would be helpful if 
you could explain how the statement came to 
be made and then to be included in your 
magazine. 

Can you please qualify your statement and 
explain the relevant circumstances whereby it 
was included in your magazine. 

C G Hamilton 
Clerk to Downley Parish Council 

In the interests of the timely conduct of Parish 
Council Business, we sent Mr Hamilton a direct 
and full reply. We stressed that our reports on 
the Local Plan Public Inquiry are, first and 
foremost, factual accounts, and the Society 
certainly doesn't agree with everything said 
there. Full information on the position of the 
District Council would be best obtained by 
referring to their proofs of evidence, available 
from the Inquiry Officer. Mr Hamilton's quote 
from our report was shortened - we actually 
said "The Council's evidence left the impression 
that…". We formed our impression because the 
District Council led evidence that, whatever way 
you went to Downley, you never left the urban 
area, except that via Coates Lane you "skirted 
the town". In fact, we felt that line was 
unfortunate, and sat awkwardly with the 
Downley Village Design Statement. 

In another letter about our Inquiry reports, this 
time prompted by our account of Cllr Mrs Anthea 
Hardy's suggestion of a big new settlement in 
the Green Belt at Booker, County Councillor Dr 
Brian Stenner told us Mrs Hardy's view was a 
personal one and not that of the local Labour 
Party. In reply, we made it clear that, on this 
occasion, the Society did not support Mrs 
Hardy's proposal either! 
 

 

 

And here is our other 
new Executive Commit-
tee member, Tony 
Fooks. When not 
attending the EC (or 
working gainfully!) 
Tony is a busy member
of the Planning Group. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mrs N A Apsey of Grove Road, Hazlemere 
Miss U T Gossman of Malmers Well Road, HW 
Mr C J Harrison of Speen Road, North Dean 
Mr N J Howard of Baker Street, HW 
The Iaciofano Family of Hatters Lane, HW 
Mr E H Maley of Rutland Avenue, HW 
Mr G J Mendoza of Amersham Hill, HW 
Mr & Mrs A J Mitchell of Warrenwood Drive, HW 
Mr C J Seabright of The Woodlands, Amersham 
Mr M Smith of Castle Place, HW 
Mr and Mrs M J Speakman of Lucas Road, HW 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mr A F Copping    
Mr R James Hildesley    

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. 

Not junk! 
Depending on where you live, you may have 
received two enclosures with this Newsletter! 

The first is an invitation to participate in a 
project about Wycombe by Ottakar's, the book-
shop, with a chance to win £250. Ottakar's serve 
the Society well, and we encourage you to take 
part. Note that the deadline for submissions is 
10 JULY (SOME LEAFLETS ARE INCORRECT). 

Second, there is a Home Energy Survey form. If 
you return this form in person to the Wycombe 
District Council offices in Wycombe (ask for 
Emma Flower), Marlow or Princes Risborough, 
they will hand you two free energy-saving light 
bulbs. This is another cause which the Society 
strongly supports – see page 1. 
 

 

Any writers out there? 
Thank you for all your contributions this time. 
We just love to get contributions - from anyone! 

Material for the Autumn 2001 issue should 
reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 20 
August, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)
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Put these in your
diary now! 

  

rday 23 June Hidden Bucks Tour No.4 – tour by car for those with or 
without their own car. Contact Ann Simone on 01494 
448773. See p.7. 

rday 30 June 10.30am-noon 
mbe Museum 

Coffee Morning, with Bring & Buy Stall. Seize the 
opportunity to see Walter J Stamps' paintings: "A More Than 
Local Artist" in the Museum. 

sday 12 July 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: "Community Transport – Present and 
Future." Three speakers including Kathleen Lyons of the 
Community Transport Association. See p.10. 

ay 15 July 11am-5pm Pann Mill Open Day – buy your own flour! See p.7. 

rday 21 July 3-5pm New Members' Tea Party. By invitation! 

rday 11 August 8.00am-noon 
 Market House, High Wycombe 

Charity Market Stall. See p.7. 

rday/Sunday 1/2 September Wycombe Show on the Rye. See our display – "The Making of 
High Wycombe" - in the Societies' tent. 

ay 2 September Pann Mill Open Day. 

y-Sunday 7–9 September 
hall. (Fri times to be announced; 
.30am-4pm; Sun 10am-3pm) 

Heritage Weekend. Society exhibition "Working Wycombe" – 
industry in Wycombe from early times to the present. 
Also: Town Trails etc. – check posters or our web site nearer 
the time. 

day 9 October 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: "Catering for a King: Working within the 
Constraints of an Ancient Building."  Speaker: Marc 
Meltonville, Experimental Archaeologist, Hampton Court 
Palace. 


