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It’s Up to Us 
THE DEVELOPMENT Control Committee of Wycombe District Council is a conscientious body.  
Councillors deliberate over planning applications that will affect the ambience of our town 
perceptively and with great care.  But it was a very frustrated committee on 31 May that 
considered an application for a three-storey intensification (what used to be called “infill”) in the 
form of 18 new flats off Cressex Road near the Turnpike Roundabout.  One after another, 
councillors said it was an “awful” over-development that would aggravate the considerable traffic 
and parking problems in the area and would be ugly, massive and totally out of keeping with the 
neighbourhood.  The entrance would be a narrow carriageway wedged between Nos. 204 and 206 
Cressex Road (see photograph below).  Yet in the end, the Committee approved the application by 
5 votes to 3 with 5 abstentions.  Why? 

Because they had an awful choice.  An earlier, almost identical application for the same site had 
been thrown out by an Inspector at a public inquiry, but on narrow technical grounds.  She 
dismissed all the other grounds that the Council had put forward against the application.  If the 
new application went to a fresh inquiry, it would probably not succeed, and then the developers 
would have a cast-iron case to demand their legal costs from Wycombe District Council.  So it 
was a balance between an off-chance of success for the people of Cressex, and a likely big fat bill 
for Council Tax payers. 

What are the lessons?  Perhaps some points in the case put to the Inspector by WDC could have 
been put differently.  Should the Inspector have been told the housing density was 63 per hectare 
(right on the Government’s target) when this included the existing houses?  Was it wise to refer to 
the existing “variety in form, architectural style and grain” in the area? 

But one point that impressed the Inspector was that there were no “third-party” representations 
made to her about the case – not from ourselves, nor from the people of Cressex.  If we thought 
the Inspector would take much notice of objections we made an earlier stage, we were wrong!  For 
an important case, we must make our case at every stage.  If you care about this, then join your 
residents’ association, or the Society’s hard-working Planning Group, and make a difference! 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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AGM 2006 
THE SOCIETY’S AGM took place in the Guildhall on 7th April, attended by 63 members.  As usual, this 
started with reports from the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer. 

Frances Presland reported that there are now 
378 individual members (11 down on last year) 
and 18 affiliated societies (2 more than in 
2005).  There had been a meeting with these 
groups in February and it was hoped to set this 
on a more regular footing in the coming year.  
Graham Paterson was thanked for his work in 
compiling and producing a new membership 
leaflet.  Mention was made of the Transport 
Group’s campaign at the Handy Cross inquiry for 
pedestrian/cycle underpasses, which regrettably 
had been unsuccessful.  Roger Lawson, Elsa 
Woodward, Tony Fooks and Chris Woodman had 
been interviewed several times on BBC Three-
Counties Radio. 

Nick Giles noted that, whilst subscription income 
was down slightly, other income was up and the 
balance had increased by £146.  The Gift Aid 
scheme mentioned last year had now been 
implemented and he encouraged all members 
who pay income tax to opt in by signing the 
relevant space on the membership form thus 
painlessly providing the Society with extra 
income.  There was concern at the ever-
increasing cost of insurance for our activities. 

After the formal adoption of these reports came 
the election of officers and committee.  The 
Chairman thanked the President, Stuart King, 
for his support during the year.  He noted that 
Stuart and the three Vice-Presidents, John Gore, 
Kathleen Peatey and Myra King, had all agreed 
to continue in office, which the meeting 
unanimously endorsed.  The Chairman, Roger 
Lawson, the Vice-Chairmen, Evelyn Roe and 
Tony Fooks, Hon. Secretary Frances Presland 
and Hon. Treasurer Nick Giles were then re-
elected.  Trevor Carter, Angela Rees, Ron Sims, 
Margaret Simmons, Chris Woodman and Annie 
Woodward were elected to the Executive 
Committee.  The Chairman noted that there 
were still several vacancies and invited members 
who felt they have something to contribute to 
come forward. 

A presentation of flowers and gifts was made to 
Annie Woodward on her retirement from the post 
of Membership Secretary after 20 years. 

An amendment to the constitution to ensure 
proper safeguarding of intellectual and other 
property of the Society was proposed and duly 
agreed by the members.  [The amended 
constitution can now be seen on our website.–Ed.] 

Following the formal business of the evening, 
reviews of the Society’s activities were presented 
by several of the Group Leaders.  First, Mary 
Woodman described the work of the Program & 
Membership Group, reviewing last year’s events 
and also explaining how the Group operates.  
She encouraged members to offer proposals for 
future events and speakers. 

For the Friends of the Rye, Frances Presland 
quoted from a number of sources to explain the 
place of the Rye in the town’s history as 
somewhere for quiet enjoyment.  She stressed 
the importance of discouraging the installation 
of ‘permanent fixtures’ and described the recent 
campaign to discourage the installation of a 
Skateboard/BMX facility.  As well as objecting, 
members had constructively suggested 
alternative sites, including one at Sainsbury’s 
which the Planning Group was pursuing with the 
District Council.  Frances once again reiterated 
her biscuit principle – that nibbling away at the 
edges leads eventually to destruction – and 
urged continuing vigilance. 

John Mumford described the work of the Pann 
Mill Group.  At the September Open Day, milling 
had been cut short by lack of water and, with the 
continuing drought, the problems would be 
worse this year.  The Group was now starting to 
renovate subsidiary machinery such as the 
winnower and grader, so that in future they 
could demonstrate the full range of a miller’s 
activities. 

Elsa Woodward spoke on Transport problems in 
Wycombe and the Group’s proposals to reduce 
congestion and limit carbon dioxide emission.  
Public transport must be energy efficient and 
attractive, and trains and light rail prove more 
effective than buses.   The 2005 survey showed 
that 10,500 commute from Wycombe to London 
(with an excellent rail service to support it) and 
25,500 to the Thames Valley (with no significant 

Christopher Wallis, a life member of
10th May after a short illness.  Our 
the unexpected and swift passing 
causes.  A fuller tribute will occur in

This is to take place on Friday 21st 
Christopher Wallis 
 the Society and a key member of the Transport Group, died on
Chairman, Roger Lawson, writes: “We were all deeply shocked at
of Chris Wallis who was a resolute fighter for environmental
 the next issue after the memorial service.” 

July at 2.30pm at Little Marlow Church.  All are welcome.–Ed. 
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public transport).  The Group continues to 
campaign for the installation of a light rail 
system using the old High Wycombe to Bourne 
End railway route, and also for Demand 
Responsive Transport, which would be much 
more fuel-efficient than ordinary bus services, 
particularly at off-peak times. 

For the Heritage Group,  Frances Presland 
mentioned current attempts to restore the 
vigour of the group.  She encouraged those with 
an interest in the history of the Town to join in 
and ensure that local knowledge is not lost.  The 
Chairman mentioned the Library’s SWOP project 
(Sharing Wycombe’s Old Photographs) to 
transfer local photographic collections to the 
internet, in which several Society members are 
involved. 

For Planning, Tony Fooks enumerated the many 
aspects of this Group.  This included back-
ground work attending workshops and 
presentations, and scrutinising and commenting 
on documents leading to the Wycombe 
Development Framework and the South East 
Plan which set the rules for all developments in 
the District.  He mentioned the Holywell Mead 
Car Park development.  This was “one that we 
lost” but it had served to highlight the Society’s 
position to resist development activity on the 
Rye, established by our founding Hon. Secretary, 
Jack Scruton.  There are ongoing discussions 
with Thames Water on the Wycombe Marsh 
retail and housing development, and the Society 
is represented on the Sculpture Panel which will 
select designs for this site.  For the proposed 
Wellesbourne redevelopment and the 
enlargement of the town centre University site, 
the Group was currently in discussion with both 
George Wimpey and the College authorities. 

Tony showed pictures taken the day before of 
the Multiplex/Eden site which was now 
proceeding rapidly.  There continued to be 
regular meetings with the developer, and Stuart 

King is a member of the panel that will choose 
designs for art works on the development.  Tony 
stressed that the Group always tries to have 
constructive early discussions with developers, 
which often achieve a great deal and reduce 
problems at the planning stage.  As an example, 
he showed plans of the new Sainsbury store, 
which were now with the Council and in which 
many of our proposals had now been 
incorporated.  In conclusion, Tony mentioned 
behind-the-scenes discussions which he assured 
the meeting will mean that the Skateboard/BMX 
park will NOT be on the Rye.  Negotiations by 
Cllr. Lesley Clarke, Sainsbury’s and himself were 
now well advanced to put this on a corner of the 
present Sainsbury surface car park (see p.10). 

Trevor Carter

A high spot of the evening was Tony Fooks’ 
statement that the skateboard park will not be on 
the Rye – which was greeted with spontaneous 
applause by the meeting. 

Once again this year, the Leader of Wycombe 
District Council, Cllr Lesley Clarke, attended our 
AGM as a guest.  Following Tony’s presentation, she 
made a short speech thanking the Society for its 
work, of which the following is a précis: 

“Thank you very much indeed, Mr Chairman.  And 
on behalf of Wycombe District Council, I’d like to 
thank you all for your work.  You do give us a bit of a 
hard time, now and again, but I think at the end of 
the day, I think you can see that we do come to a 
consensus.  I know Tony and I have worked very 
hard on the skateboard park, you know how precious 
the Rye is to us all, and I would just like to say thank 
you to the Society for what you do, for looking after 
Wycombe.  We might appear sometimes not to 
listen to you, but I’ve been thankful for your 
contributions, and I’m sure that that’s other 
people’s view as well.”–Ed. 

 

National Mills Weekend 14th May 

Where was the water?   

What a shame the wheel hardly managed to
turn, and certainly not enough to mill flour.  But
the Bric-a-Brac stall was loaded with goodies
and the Cottage Plants had a lovely show. 

Many thanks to all those who turned up early to
help set up, all those “volunteers” who helped
during the day, and those who cleared up.   

As usual, an enjoyable day was had meeting
friends and admiring the lovely garden. 

Ann Simone
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You’ll have to wait for it!  
the end we got short of space in this
eld over for future Newsletters are: 
account of the meeting on the South-
t Regional Assembly addressed by Cllr
e Appleyard on 19 May.  It was a lively
eting with an excellent exchange of
rmation and views over a wide range of
RA topics. 

ughts by Tony Fooks following his
ndance at a conference on Climate
nge held by the County Council in

esbury on 9 May. 
e more memories by Albert Ivermee. 
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Planning This Quarter 
Hard work pays off!!  The group are very buoyant this quarter due to the success that they have had in 
recent months.  The workload continues to be very demanding of us all but to lead a team which is so 
proactive is an honour and pleasure.  Enough of this waffle: on to our activities! 

Sainsbury’s  After many consultations and 
telephone calls I am very pleased to say that the 
Development Control Committee resolved to 
permit Sainsbury’s application during April.  The 
file will now be passed to the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister, whose approval is 
required for all major retail facilities (now it’s the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government!–Ed.), and then back to WDC officers 
to negotiate planning obligations.  This 
application has been handled in the most 
professional manner, with ALL parties being 
consulted at the right time and in the 
appropriate manner.  We congratulate GKA, 
Sainsbury’s Agent, and Sainsbury’s for all the 
consideration and amendments they have made 
to their successful plans. 

Skateboard / BMX Track  Hurray!  At last I am 
more than pleased to say that we have 
succeeded in obtaining Sainsbury’s backing to 
support and provide space for a Skateboard and 
BMX track on the site of their existing car park. 

No more talk of the Rye!  Thanks must also be 
expressed to Councillor Mrs Lesley Clarke for 
her support in obtaining this agreement.  We 
now look forward to the application getting 
underway. 

I am also encouraged by the fact that Councillor  
David Carroll, the newly appointed Cabinet 
Member for Community & Leisure, has indicated 
his full backing for the project and has been 
oiling the wheels as to the actions to be taken. 

Eden Centre  The group have been keeping a 
close watch on this development and will be 
making a site visit during the month of May to 
review current activity.  This visit will also 
include discussion on the latest status of the Art 

Panel’s work and the progress they have made. 

Wellesbourne and BCUC Sites  After some 
strong representations to the developers 
involved with both sites, the Group have now 
received the proposed plans and supporting 
case for the planning applications recently 
presented to WDC.  The Group were very 
concerned about a number of issues on both 
applications and sought an urgent meeting to 
discuss these with the appropriate personnel.   
We are now awaiting feedback from both parties.  
In the case of the BCUC University site in the 
town centre, Chris Woodman and Tony Fooks are 
to meet the project’s architect in May and will 
take him around the town site area highlighting 
the history and environmental issues relating to 
the current application proposals.  We hope our 
consultations will prove successful and we will 
report in the next Newsletter. 

Terriers Farm, Railway Station  There has been 
no further news on either of these developments 
to date, but we have made approaches to both 
parties for an update. 

“Looking Down on Wycombe”  The Society was 
honoured to receive a request from Wycombe 
District Council’s new Chief Executive, Ms Karen 
Satterford, that we take her on a tour of 
Wycombe highlighting heritage features, future 
development areas and road restructuring 
requirements in the area.  We also included 
some of the disasters that the Society fought 
against in the past.  It was a very productive tour 
despite the freezing wind on the day.  Since the 
tour, we have again been invited to discuss 
issues arising from the tour and other points 
that concern the Society in the District.  This will 
take place during May. 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
Beatrix Potter in Amersham  You may be aware 
that a film is currently being made about Beatrix 
Potter, which makes the following article seen in 
the Amersham Society Newsletter even more 
topical.  

In the “Museum News” section, the article 
describes how a picture of Amersham High 
Street was spotted in a Beatrix Potter 
engagement diary.  Further enquiries unearthed 
the fact that there were two water colours of 
Amersham in existence painted by Beatrix Potter 
in 1905, but so far there has been no 

information on why Beatrix Potter was in 
Amersham or where she stayed. 

Chills, thrills – and the arrogant meddlers 
always get their come-uppance!  The Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings selects one 
of the Hon. Sec’s favourite books in the “Key 
Reads” article in their latest Cornerstone 
magazine, “Collected Ghost Stories" by MR James. 

Montague Rhodes James was a member of 
SPAB from 1886, and in a long and distin-
guished career became Director of the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, Provost of King’s College, 
Cambridge and later Provost of Eton.  This very 
erudite man found relaxation in writing ghost 
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stories for his friends and they are considered to 
be among the finest short stories ever written. 

As well as his marvellous descriptions and 
scene-setting and his love of all things 
antiquarian, what conservationist can resist 
stories where those who have no respect for our 
heritage always get their come-uppance?   
Wreckers of old churches, disturbers of ancient 
artefacts and a thief of antique books all get 
what is coming to them and with consequences 
rather more horrific than a ticking-off from the 
local council’s Conservation Officer. 

Collected Ghost Stories by MR James.   Arnold 
1931 ISBN 1853260533.  [Currently available for 
£1.99 or less from Amazon.–Ed.] 

A Guide to Legal Structures for Charitable 
Groups  An article in the Priory Centre’s 
Priorities magazine gives a very clear guide to 
voluntary organisations on the types of legal 
structure that exist and how to choose one that 
is the most appropriate for their group.  The 
article describes the mysteries of incorporation, 
obtaining charitable status and the types of legal 

entity available.  Each legal structure is 
described and the pros and cons for each are 
given. 

Looking out for stag beetles  The People’s Trust 
for Endangered Species wants you to look out 
for one of our most endangered insects, the stag 
beetle.  These very impressive insects spend 
most of their 4–6 year life cycle underground in 
the form of very large larvae.  They emerge as 
adults for just a few weeks in June, July and 
August, living on the large store of fat they have 
accumulated during their long lives 
underground.  The males fight for a mate, using 
their impressive “antlers” to flip their rivals on to 
their backs, and the victorious male then mates 
with the female, who subsequently lays her eggs 
in rotting wood.  Both adult beetles then die.  If 
you see any, please don’t disturb them, but tell 
the People’s Trust for Endangered Species 
where you have seen them using website 
www.ptes.org.  If you are not on-line, the Hon. 
Sec. will be pleased to enter a report for you. 

Frances Presland
 
 

Ancient Roads 
During her years teaching geography, long-standing member of the Society, Noreen Talbot, gathered 
together some fascinating material on the ancient roads of the High Wycombe Area – thoroughfares 
such as the “British Way” and the “Strata de Dusteburg”.  She has assembled these into five 
fascinating little articles which we shall include in future issues of the Newsletter, in the hope that 
it will encourage members in their own research, and perhaps to contribute their own memories.  
Here is the first one. 

The British or Green Way 
This is truly one of the oldest roadways to serve 
Wycombe.  It was there even before the 
Romans came, but do you know where to find 
it?  If you live on the Amersham Hill just above 
Priory Avenue you do because it runs downhill 
across your garden; if you live on the east side 
of Greenway you can see it from your back 
garden.  Its remaining sunken way leads up to 
the site of the old Malmerswell Reservoir and 
on up through the back gardens of Godstowe 
School.  Near the Royal Grammar School it 
possibly merged with the Green Hill footpath 
running behind Foxhill Close.  Further on it is 
somewhere under Ridgeway and Green Road, 
after which it is again a footpath which 
continues on to Hazlemere and Amersham. 

Standing in Priory Avenue one looks in vain to 
see its continuation down into town.  Buildings 
have obscured its route, but it came down 
parallel to Crendon Street and Corporation 
Street, possibly through the middle of what we 
know as the White House, where Sweetland, 
the photographer, was, since we know its front 
door was put across a mediaeval lane and each 
side of Sweetland's was a separate mediaeval 
house. 

In the mediaeval period it was called “The 
Hollow Way” and led into Crendon Lane, 
diverging southwest at the High Street as 
Horsenden Lane across to Loakes Manor and 
uphill towards Marlow, again in a sunken dell.  
An examination of town maps, O.S. maps and 
just going for a walk to find it is to be 
recommended to the curious.  Our history is 
still lying there waiting to be f

Old Ordnan

ound. 

ce Survey 
maps can be a 
fascinating browse for 
those interested in local 
history.  Alan Godfrey 
Maps, of The Off Quay 
Building, Foundry Lane, 
Newcastle NE6 1LH, do 
two series.  Their High 
Wycombe 1897 map, 
no.47.01, is to a large 
scale (1:4,340) showing 
individual buildings and 
plots, and has from time 
to time been available in 
Ottakars.  There is also the South Chilterns 
1886 map to one-inch scale (1:63,360).  The cost 
is a mere £2.20 each (plus 60p P&P).–Ed. 
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Meet the Transport Supremo 
ON 30TH March, the Society held a special meeting on Transport, widely advertised and open (as all 
our meetings are) to the public.  The occasion arose out of an encounter at the Causeway Stadium 
some months ago when the Head of Transportation at Bucks County Council, Garrett Emmerson, said 
he would be happy to speak to a special meeting of the Society. 

He was as good as his word.  He was, he said, 
genuinely pleased to be present because without 
organisations like our Society, “pushing, 
prodding and poking” the County 
Council, he would not be able to do his 
job so well.  His presentation, tailored 
specifically to High Wycombe, lasted over 
three-quarters of an hour and was 
followed by a marathon question-and-
answer session.  Mr Emmerson was frank 
and highly informative, and was
accompanied by County Councillor Val 
Letheren, the County Council’s portfolio holder 
for transport (and therefore the real boss!). 

Local Transport Plans relate to a five-year 
period, and there is a new one every five years.  
Mr Emmerson reviewed progress made in 
meeting the targets set in the first LTP, written 
in 2000.  He had a good story to tell.  Over the 
five years of the Plan, BCC had delivered 2,000 
schemes and projects, and had been recognised 
as one of 16 “Centres of Excellence” across the 
country.  The decline in bus use had been 
reversed – patronage was now rising at 1–2% 
per year.  The number of people driving to 
school had been reduced from 44% to 30%.  
Accident casualties had fallen by 12%.  Delays 
at BCC’s own road works had been virtually 
halved, although the projects undertaken had 
doubled.  By imposing “fines” on utility 
companies (who have powers to dig up the roads 
themselves!) there had been a 64% reduction in 
“overstays”. 

Perhaps surprisingly, Bucks has structurally the 
best-maintained roads in the country, but Mr 
Emmerson stressed that this does not relate to 
how “smooth or aesthetically pleasing” they are.  
However, 99% of “dangerous potholes” are now 
fixed within 24 hours, and public satisfaction 
with the state of the roads had improved from 
28% to 79%, perhaps because we are now 
encouraged to phone up “Highways On-Line” 
with our problems.  Across the whole range of 
activity, 95% was on target compared to 40% a 
few years ago, the best from any Local Transport 
Authority in the country. 

BCC’s second Local Transport Plan – an 
extraordinarily detailed document several inches 
thick – was due for delivery to the Department 
for Transport the very next day.  They would 
receive 16 copies:  Mr Emmerson flourished the 
only other existing copy to the meeting!  It had 
five “delivery strategies” covering accessibility 
(including public transport services), congestion, 

the environment (from air quality to signage), 
safety (where the law of diminishing returns is 
starting to apply) and managing and maintaining 

transport assets. 

Getting down to details, Mr Emmerson 
described joint working with WDC to get a 
public transport “linear hub” in the town 
from Bridge Street to a remodelled 
railway station.  A “coachway” linked to 
Park & Ride at Handy Cross could 
improve regional public transport.  The 
aim for bus services would be “high 

nsity and high quality” in town, but in rural 
areas could be “demand-responsive taxi-bus 
type provision”.  On congestion, the aim was to 
improve the reliability of journey times: priority 
corridors were London Road and Marlow Hill. 

Questions ranged far and wide.  David Abbott 
asked how deregulated bus companies could be 
influenced. Mr Emmerson replied that 15% of 
services are “contracted” (subsidised). It was 
worth companies cooperating with BCC who 
control traffic lights and bus stop locations. 

Tony Fooks felt the local consultation 
arrangements on transport were insufficient.  Mr 
Emmerson noted there is an annual survey and 
an annual symposium.  Later, he invited the 
Society to make contact with the Local Area 
Coordinator, Ian Reed, and referred to BCC’s 
“Local Area Committees”, but Mrs Letheren said 
those tended to focus on rural issues and Parish 
Councils.  For herself, she felt the current forum 
could usefully be repeated “on a yearly basis”. 

Martin Clarke asked about arrangements for 
people to get to Stoke Mandeville Hospital.  It 
seems there is a lot of discussion on this issue, 
but Cllr Mike Appleyard said there was some 
confusion about who was doing what.  However 
there were, he said, a number of “interesting 
ideas”.  (And Mr Emmerson told us firmly that 
we should not alight from the train at Stoke 
Mandeville Station.  There is a 10-minute bus 
service from Aylesbury Station, and a half-hourly 
bus service from High Wycombe!)   

The question of the disused railway line to 
Bourne End came up a number of times.  Ray 
Cox said the bus service to Reading was such 
that even with a 7.00am departure from home, 
he had missed a 10.00am departure from 
Reading.  Chris Wallis said that in addition to 
restoring the Bourne End line as ultra-light rail, 
the main line from Aylesbury to High Wycombe 
also needed to be dualled.  Mr Emmerson said 

 

de

Garrett Emmerson 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 7 NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2006 
 
 
that BCC had n
development but cou
The “aspirations” for

eet 
ped a 

– a 
bury, 
d did 
mbe.  
lot of 
catch 

s in 

hs asked about the possibility of 

ns came forward.  Mr 

ds questioner said 
e new “coachway” 

ater ones were a different story.  On 

Lane a
along n said that 
rounda
does n
joining
traffic.
intenti
sequen
man g

d 

Letheren for 

o powers over railway 
ld act as a lobbying body.  

 better north-south rail links 

2 years away.  Another San
that a football P&R link to th
would help. 

were in LTP2, but there was a discontinuity in 
Government thinking. Mr Prescott’s department 
favoured such projects “to deliver the growth 
agenda” but the Transport Department 
emphasised profitability.  While he agreed with 

Referring to London Road, Charles Turner said 
the new traffic lights at Wycombe Retail Park 
had worked far better than he had expected, but 
the Loudw

Mr Wallis, that did not mean he could make it 
happen.   

Replying to a question from Elsa Woodward about 
Demand-Responsive Transport services to m
trains, Mr Emmerson said they had develo
project jointly with Chiltern Railways 
“forward-thinking company” – in Ayles
drawing on their experience at Bicester, an
not rule out such a project for High Wyco
Elsa Woodward said empty buses waste a 
fuel, and very few people use buses to 
trains.  Mrs Letheren said the Community n
a “tremendous change of heart” towards public 
transport, and very high quality buses (a

eeds 
a

Aylesbury).  With good frequency, she said, DRT 
would be unnecessary. 

David Abbott asked (receiving a round of 
applause) why the bus station had been allowed 
to be “as far from the Railway Station as 
possible” and Mr Emmerson said he would like 
to see all the major routes going to the railway 
station as well as to the bus station.  That would 
enable the buses to the station to be “marketed 
as such”.  But he recognised that bus fares are 
high, and the marginal cost of car use is very 
low.  In response to Ann Simone, Mr Emmerson 
said that to include the hospital in the transport 
“hub” would be an “aspiration”.   

Mr Holloway asked why none of the buses going 
down Amersham Hill use the stop near the 
Railway Station.  Nobody seemed to know! 

Howard Griffit
Park & Ride at Terriers.  Mr Emmerson said 
there were aspirations for further P&R sites, 
depending on how successful the Cressex 
scheme proved to be, but no actual plans yet. 

Arnie Parr said the new traffic lights at the top of 
Marlow Hill were badly placed and badly phased, 
with three pelican crossings when one would 
have sufficed, and traffic had flowed much better 
when they were out of order.   

Nigel Phillips said there were considerable 
problems in Sands with traffic on football match 
days, yet there was “never a bleat” out of BCC 
when planning applicatio
Emmerson said Highway Authorities have no 
powers to block development and could only 
advise.  [This seemed to miss the point, when 
what is required is clear authoritative advice to 
the planning authority on an application.–Ed.]  
Extending the Special Parking Area to Sands to 
allow traffic wardens to play a role was still 

one occasion, one minute had been allowed for a 
single car to come out of Frederick Place.  There 
followed a discussion about problems at Rayners 

nd Hammersley Lane with rat-running 
Robinson Road.  Mr Emmerso
bouts “prioritise joining traffic” [which 
ot appear to be generally true – only 

 traffic that turns right impedes through 
–Ed.].  Mrs Letheren backed the County’s 
on to seek a solution linking traffic light 
ces through an “urban traffic 
ement system”. 

Arnie Parr asked about traffic humps.  Mrs 
Letheren said there was currently a “hold” on 
them, and Mr Emmerson confirmed that 
although they were effective for road safety, they 
had environmental disadvantages and were now 
a “traffic calming method of last resort”. 

Irving Curtis, a former County Road Safety 
Officer, said that that up to eight cars could be 
seen parked on the pavements at Mill End Road 
and when he had mentioned this to a 
Community Support Officer, he had been told 
that driving on the pavement was not allowed, 
but parking on the pavement was all right!  Mr 
Emmerson said BCC was working with CSOs to 
“train them up”! 

After Rosemary Hewitt (Hughenden Valley 
Residents’ Association) referred to the problem 
of speeding in country lanes, Mrs Letheren said 
she believed the growth of Aylesbury would have 
a huge knock-on effect on High Wycombe.  Large 
sums of money were being made available for 
the Government’s “growth agenda” but BCC ha
not yet got funding for a good road link from 
Milton Keynes to Aylesbury.  They had also been 
pushing for a strategic route from Aylesbury to 
the M40 bypassing High Wycombe, which might 
go through Oxfordshire.  [At our special meeting 
on SEERA in May, to be reported in the next 
issue, we heard this could involve joining the 
M40 near Lewknor.–Ed.] 

And with that, Roger Lawson brought the 2½ 
hour meeting to a close, with well-deserved 
thanks to Mr Emmerson and Mrs 
giving up their time and answering questions in 
such an open and straightforward manner. 

That is just a summary!  The full 10-page account is 
on our website, and we even have a recording for 
you to load on your iPod as you jog around our leafy 
streets.  If you think we have left out important 
points, or have views to express, please write in 
with a “Letter to the Editor” for our next issue.–Ed. 
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Abbey.  Comprising 1,386 acres, the estat

ng will be shortly 

ols are fine examples of 

tion of 

those without gardens and 

fter Lord Carrington’s 

 the 

o 
further need for the carriageway which had led 

The Carrington Contribu
of High W

LOOKING FOR a suitable country seat, Robert S
bought the High Wycombe estates of the Earl of Sh
he was created Baron Carrington in 1796.  Loak
Soon afterwards, he had the house remodelled in
Wycombe 

ion to the Development 
comb

erected.”  He opened The Cottage Hospital on 
24 August 1875 and naturally became a 
Trustee.  In 1923, by then Marquess of 
Lincolnshire, he donated a new site for the 
hospital off Marlow Hill.  The new ‘War 
Memorial Hospital’ was in memory of the 500 
local men who lost their lives in the First World 
War.  On 18 October 1875 Lord Carrington laid 
the foundation stone of the Central Board 
Elementary School (now Hamilton School) in 
Priory Road.  It opened in 1875 for 730 pupils.  
In 1891 he donated the recreation ground in 

ith, a wealthy banker and MP for Nottingham, 
lburne (Marquess of Lansdowne) in 1798, after 
anor and mansion house was the centrepiece.  

e Gothic style by James Wyatt and renamed it 
es included watermills, lakes, farms, woods, 36 

West End, later used as a military training 
ground and eventually laid out for housing 
becoming Wendover Street (after his son) and 
Suffield Road (after his wife).  On 13 December 
1893 he laid the foundation stone of the 
Science and Art School (now Clock House) in 
Frogmoor.  He was President of the School 
Committee.  Both scho

messuages (dwellings), tenements and gardens. 

The Carringtons were soon to follow in the 
tradition of the Earls of Shelburne who had 
been generous benefactors to Wycombe 
(including the Guildhall in 1757).  They also 
involved themselves in local politics, 
representing the Borough in Parliament at 
different times from 1832.  Charles Robert 
Wynn-Carrington (1843-1928), the grandson of 
the banker, was the Liberal MP for High 
Wycombe from 1865 until 
1868 when he succeeded to 
the title as the 3rd Baron 
Carrington, becoming Earl 
Carrington in 1895 and 
Marquess of Lincolnshire in 
1912.  Over the next 60 
years he established a 
generous relationship with 
the Borough.  He was a close 
and life-long friend of the 
Prince of Wales (the future 
Edward VII) – which brought 
about several royal visits to 
High Wycombe, and was 
Governor of New South 
Wales, Lord Chamberlain 
and President of the Board of 
Agriculture (1905-11), hav-
ing a seat in the Cabinets of 
both Campbell-Bannerman 
and Asquith. 

The 3rd Lord Carrington 
took a particular interest in 
health and education.  The 
1875 Wycombe directory 
records the decision “to erect 
a cottage hospital for treatment of special cases 
among the artisan class.  Lord Carrington has 
kindly given a site near the Shrubbery on 
Amersham Hill and the buildi

Victorian architecture.  On 24 April 1909, Lord 
(by then Earl) Carrington laid 
the foundation stone of the 
Salvation Army church in 
Frogmoor.  His father, the 
2nd Lord Carrington, had 
begun the family tradi
laying foundation stones and 
as Lord Lieutenant of the 
County had laid that of 
Priory Road Wesleyan 
Church on 3 October 1865. 

The 3rd Lord Carrington was 
also interested in the 
promotion of allotments for 

encouraging workers to grow 
vegetables.  In 1894 he told a 
public meeting at Tylers 
Green, called to discuss 
smallholdings, that his 
allotments of one tenth of an 
acre, established to offset the 
high price of vegetables, now 
numbered 1,100 and “he was 
bound to say honestly that 
they had been a great 
success”.  He also laid out 

Kitchener Road in the 1910s as artisans’ 
housing.  In the 1880s a row of cottages were 
bought by the Carrington Estates and were 
renamed Lily’s Walk, a
wife who was a Suffield.  They were demolished 
in 1959. 

Perhaps Lord Carrington’s most memorable gift 
to the town was Queen Victoria Road, formerly 
the carriageway to Wycombe Abbey from
High Street, together with the bridge and a plot 
for the Town Hall.  This followed the sale of the 
Abbey and 30 acres of grounds in 1896 to the 
Girls’ Education Company to become Wycombe 
Abbey School, the first independent boarding 
school for girls in the country.  As there was n

Lord and Lady Ca
son, Viscount W

coronation r
We are grateful to

rrin
en
ob

 High Wy
pply

gton with their 
dover, in their 
es, 1902. 
combe Library, who 
ing this photograph.hold the original, for su  
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id not lay the 
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e attended the 
ber 1904 and 

cess of the New 

ess’ only son, 
nant in the 

s) was killed at 
Flanders.  There 
he north wall of 
emorials in the 
ehind the high 
t Smith, First 
nd Family’ and 

2 as a memorial 
of his son the 
ake or Dyke 

 Stream flows, 
 grounds to the 

rqu

gret that the completion of the 
n Alexandra’s Way in 

my Trustees have decided to withdraw their 

Hill) and properti
the old parish Wo
Newsletter) in Ba
by the 5th Baro
present Lord Carr
death duties.  T
Avenue) from the
became a public r

The only memo
Wycombe that I h
stone of the Liber

ERE

TO TH

MARQUIS OF LI

THI

ALDER

ON S

te:  John
ig
d

 note with pleasure that the present Lord 

from the castellated Lodge and Rupert Gates 
on the High Street (now a garden adjoining the 
ibrary) to the Abbey, the Gates were moved in 

w Hill.  They 
 Daws 

Queen Victoria Road to Marlow Hill in order to 
relieve traffic congestion.  In his letter of 
15 February 1927 to the Mayor, the Marquess 
began “I much re
proposed Quee

Hill House (formerly a farm house on the 
estate), the new abode of the Carringtons.  
(Following the death of the Marquess, the 
house and land between Daws Hill and the 
Abbey were sold to the School in 1928.) The 
carriageway was at the same time transformed 

continuation of Queen Victoria Road to finish 
the scheme of Road Making which I have had 
for many years in my mind, has fallen through 
in consequence of the repeated delays and 
difficulties placed in the way, and as a result 

into a road and a new bridge was built across 
the Wye to commemorate the reign of Queen 
Victoria.  The plaque on the bridge states: 
‘Queen Victoria Bridge and Road.  Presented to 
the Borough of High Wycombe by Charles 
Robert, first Earl Carrington in the year 1901 
to commemorate the prosperous and glorious 
reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria’.  The road was intended for the 
erection of public buildings and the first to be 
completed was the Town Hall, 
by Earl Carrington.  He d
foundation stone in 1903 - th
the Mayor as doing so - but h
opening ceremony on 12 Octo
proposed the toast to the ‘suc
Hall’.   

On 13 May 1915 the Marqu
Albert, Viscount Wendover, a lieute
Royal Horse Guards (The Blue
age 20 in a charge near Ypres, 
is a brass plaque to him on t
the parish church.  Other m
church are the family vault b
altar, inscribed simply ‘Rober
Baron Carrington, 1752-1838 a
the East Window given in 187
to the 2nd Baron.  In memory 
Marquess gave the Boating L
through which the Back
stretching from the Abbey
waterfall and grotto.  This had be
Lord Shelburne’s landscaping 
grounds in the 1760s.  The Ma
three and a half acres of Rye M
an approach from the town t
Queen Victoria Road.  He presented the deeds 
of both gifts to the Mayor at a lunch given in 
the Mayor’s Parlour in August 1923.  The party 
then proceeded to the ‘War Office Gates’ 
entrance to Daws Hill Park where speeches 
were made and then on to the Dyke where the 
Mayor named the new access path Wendover 
Way.  The Bucks Free Press reported the 
proceedings at length on 24 August of that 
year. 

In 1927, following prolonged discussions with 
the Borough involving a sewer, the Marquess 
rather testily withdrew his offer to build, free of 
charge, a road (Queen Alexandra’s Way) 
through the original Abbey Gardens to link 

consent to this scheme”. 

In 1925 the Marquess sold Marsh Green Mill 
and Old Mill Cottage to Lady Redesdale, 
mother of the Mitford sisters, let to them since 
1911 (see articles in the Spring and Summer 
2005 issues of the Newsletter).  Following the 
Marquess’ death in June 1928, and in quick 
succession that of his brother and heir, some 
of the remaining land for housing (e.g.  Keep 

es let to tenants, including 
rkhouse (see the Spring 2006 
ssetsbury Lane, were sold off 
n Carrington, father of the 
ington, no doubt to help pay 
he eastern drive (Chestnut 
 London Road to the Abbey 
ight of way. 

rial to the Marquess in 
ave found is the foundation 

al Club.  It reads: 

 

en created for 
of the Loakes 

ess also gave 
o provide 

Editor’s no
ead t
o the Rye via 

Lincolnshire’s ins
Garter are mounte

CTED AS A MEMORIAL 

AT GREAT STATESMAN 

THE LATE 

NCOLNSHIRE. K.G..G.C.M.G. 
———— 

S STONE WAS LAID BY 

MAN WALTER E. ELLIS 

EPTEMBER 10th 1931. 

David Snoxell 

 Gore notes that the Marquess of 
nia (flag etc.) as a Knight of the 
 inside the parish church on the 

north wall.  He also reminds us that the present Lord 
Carrington’s autobiography tells us that the 
Marquess was known as “Champagne Charlie” and 
was considered by Queen Victoria to be a bad 
influence on the Prince of Wales! 

Finally, we
Carrington has maintained the family tradition by 
agreeing to a doctors’ surgery in Priory Road (which 
won a Malcolm Dean Design Award) being named 
“Carrington House Surgery”.  A plaque in the 
entrance porch celebrates its opening by Lord 
Carrington in 1995.  The surgery lies not far from 
Hamilton School where his great uncle laid the 
foundation stone 122 years earlier.  
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a 3-foot ledge which is barely skatable 
   

k 
of Budgens, p o. The church 
by Carrington School has a few spots also.  
Bourne End has a all rounded rails 
arou lly.   

Bourne End is good like downhill stuff, 
there’s loads o und there and 
you don’t ha ’s at the 
bottom coz it ev nothing to 
kill you.” 

(A

Skateboarding in
(A Guide f

Browsing around the Worldwide Web (aka the Inter
publication – indeed an institution – called the “K
“Skateboarding stuff – Buckinghamshire” which contain
in High Wycombe now – before any purpose-built facili

Here it is, with a minimum of editing.  It should stretc
further comment at this stage.  Correspondence welco

“THE CHURCH (main gathering point) is just a 
smoothish slightly sloped surface with a rumble 
blocked 3 and 7 set with roughest run ups.  
Outside Woolworths has some 3ft block things 
which you can ollie up but they have these metal 
dots all over which prevent grinds.  Riverside has 
a 5 set which is pretty much in town – drop zone 
(find it yourself).  Train station 5 set – other 
train station 5 set – Sainsbury’s has a big 9 set 
with handrail which was on the first issue of 
Sidewalk magazine on the cover.  Sainsburys 
also has a short mani pad, a rough 1.5ft ledge – 
dirty 4 set which you have to open the doors 
from a car park stair area at front of Sainsburys.  
Stinks of p***.  Outside the Job Centre Plus, 
there’s 

ycombe Today 
r Oldies) 

t) a few months ago, we came across an on-line 
where Guide”.  There we found a page entitled 
 the following passage about “Skateboarding Spots” 
ets added to the local scene. 

our vocabulary and open your eyes.  We refrain from 
! 

and 3 circular 3-foot slopes with plants in 
middle.   

Dentist on West Wycombe Road has a small 
ledge to ollie over, but you have to wait till 
midnight when there’s no cars.  If you’re willing 
to risk your life by skating the area of 
Castlefield, then there’s some nice metal 
benches to skate in the middle of Castlefield.  
There’s gaps around there, but I advise people 
“don’t” as you would get a brick thrown at your 
head like my mate did.   

The new rail on Frogmoor by kfc etc. (That’s 
Kentucky Fried Chicken!–Ed.)  A bench has been 
ripped off and a perfect foot high metal rail 
which is often waxed and skated.  Benches 
 

around Frogmoor and the church are skatable.  
Easton street rooftop car park, few flatbank style 
slopes, mani pad.  Wycombe Swan rooftop car 
park has a few small bits.  The council has 2 
mini hips, sketchy 5 set and hand rail, mini 2 
foot bank which is ace for grinding if you’re 
short enough like me.   

Wye Valley School has a 4 set, 6 set and an 8 
set, all have great run-ups if you can get into the 
place!  Homebase is full of 10 yr old cocky kids 
who skateboard, scooter, rollerblade, they’re 
forever switching sports.  There’s a few gaps 
there, and it’s partially sheltered, so if it’s 
raining and you can get there, a bit of dry flat 
ground is all good, but the little kids make it 
messy with stones everywhere so careful!

Flackwell Heath has the Budgens hip, the 
Carrington school with metal benches and the 
mobile skatepark goes there in summer.  Bac

eople skate there to

 few sm
nd which are boardslidable.  That’s it rea

 if you 
f downhill runs aro
 to worry about whatve
entually goes flat with 

nonymous!!!) 

But this is where we hope the skateboarding activity in the town will take place in future! (See AGM report, p.2.) 
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Arts Festival Meeting 

The art of traditional furniture making 

e moved to his factory in 

Portsmouth 

hopped up, and asked what for.  
firewood – the authorities don’t like 
the place untidy!  So the timber was 
acquired to make furniture and 
with the bicentenary of Trafalgar 
coming up, the time was ideal.  We 
were shown the magnificent chairs, 
the Trafalgar chair, with carvings of 
the Victory defeating the French 
fleet across the back – hardly
surprising, he said, that there were 
few orders from France or Spain!  
There was the Lord Nelson chair, 
with a carving of the Victory on it, 
and a copper plaque under the 
seat, made from the copper 
fastenings.   

mpare Nelson’s chair – slim and elegant, we 

chill’s favourite cigars, 

ith a 

through the spyglass on Nelson’s 
lamp table.  AND we were a
names in, a chance to win a framed 
commemorative sliver of wood from the Victory.  

With a grandson who has the name 
of Bligh and can claim to be 
descended from Captain Bligh of 
the Bounty, but also from the 
Captain Bligh who is included in 
the picture of Nelson’s death on the 
Victory, I would have dearly loved 
to win it, but I guess we ALL had 
reasons to want it! 

Mrs Evelyn Roe gave the vote of 
thanks, and told of the chair that 
she bought years ago, which is still 
treasured.  I think everyone 
enjoyed the talk immensely – thank 
you very much, Mr Stewart Linford! 

Margaret Simmons 
 

THE CHAIRMAN, Roger Lawson, introduced the speaker, Mr Stewart Linford, who had brought 
along several chairs to illustrate his talk, which proved to be fascinating and humorous from the 
very start… 

He was born in London, with no connection 
with the furniture trade, but he came to High 

And all the seats were adzed to fit the owner: 
co

Wycombe to the College of 
Technology and Art to study chair-
making. On leaving college, he 
didn’t consider himself to be 
employable so he started his own 
two-man business in some 
converted farm buildings – a pigsty 
to be precise – at a rent of £6 a 
week!!  And he began making 
furniture from the “Buckingham-
shire weed” – beech!  In 1992 he 
joined the Worshipful Company of 
Furniture Makers.  Later he was 
given the freedom of the City of 
London, but he considers himself a 
“simple carpenter” and after the 
blood, sweat and tears of 30 years, 
he still enjoys working at a bench. 

In 1983, h
Kitchener Road, where he focuses 
on quality and personal service.  He 
started with chairs, then people 
wanted tables to match, then 
dressers, and now everything to 
garden gates! 

More recently he got some of the 
timbers of HMS Victory.  After she 
had lain for years in 
Harbour to the point of sinking, 
money was collected to bring her 
into a dry dock and repair her.  
Someone noticed the old timbers being 

were told – with that of Mr 
Churchill – more comfortably 
rounded!!!  The latter had 
Churchill on the back and Battle of 
Britain planes, and fitted under 
the seat there was a humidor, 
made with satiny wood, complete 
with Chur

c

and cutter etc. And there was the 
Shakespeare chair, built like a 
throne with pictures of Romeo and 
Juliet on the back.  But, with one 
hand at the back of the seat, it was 
easily converted to library steps!  
There was a Peter Pan chair, for a 
child, with figures from the story 
cut in it, but best of all, for me, 
was the stool, three-legged, w

To sell for 

 

single leg at the front – a cabriole? 
(correct me if I’m wrong!) – with a 
wide carving of rope and knots and 
a stretcher that looked like a 
torpedo.  Looking at the stool, I 
could imagine the high bowsprit of 
the Victory coming towards me, 
with a lovely bow wave.   

It was a magnificent talk and there 
was the chance to sit in the chairs 
afterwards and smell the expensive 
aroma of the cigars and look 

ble to put our 

The Romeo and Juliet
chair… 

…which tra
ally into libr

nsfo
ary

rms magic-
 steps! 

And Margaret’s favourite,
the three-legged stool! 
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Notices 
New Me
We warmly 

sford of Malmers Well Road, HW. 

mbers 
welcome the following new members: 

Mr J McNally of Castle Place, HW. 
Mr C M Richards of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 
Mr T Dean of Windmill Lane, Widmer End. 
Mr & Mrs Han
Mr Bill Pollard of the Chilterns Centre, HW. 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mr H E Green 

We extend our condolences to his b
Bruce, their family and friends. 

Mr Christopher Wallis 

Our condolences go to Christophe
Barbara, and their family.  See the C
notice on page 2. 
 

 

rother, 

r’s widow, 
hairman’s 

Exhibitors/Merchants Requ
Our September Pann Mill Open Da
occasion when the Society’s craftspeop
and sell their wares (and a lovely l

ired! 
y is the 
le exhibit 

ittle show it 
hobbies/ 

te, please 
. 

“Someone” gets a roster of helpers together, to 

(anyone!) t
“Someone” 
needed!) to 
And take it al

Could you be
Mary Woodm
and Member
 

 

makes, too.–Ed.).  Members with 
interests who would like to participa
contact Ann Simone on 01494 448773

Wanted 
Can you help?  Don’t wait to be asked! 

One of the joys of Pann Mill Open Days – and a 
lucrative part as well – is the refreshments area.  

set up (including cleaning chairs and tables), 
and serve tea, coffee, cakes, etc during the day.  
“Someone” contacts members to ask “someone” 

o bake cakes and scones, etc.  
arrives early (lots of “someones” 
put up gazebos and display notices.  
l down at the end of the day. 

 a “someone”?  If so, please contact 
an, the Leader of the Programme 

ship Group, on 01494 528106. 

Contribu
, 

we get good
those who h
this Newsle
should reach
Wycombe H
20 August, p

tors’ Corner 
this Newsletter is only good because 
 contributions!  Thank you to all 
ave provided us with material for 

tter.  Material for the next issue 
 me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
P13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 
lease. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

Once again

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIA

mbers’ shared-car outing to
odman on 01494 528106. 

i
la

v
.3

arterly Meeting
asure Houses”.  Speaker: M

arity Market Stall. 

embers’ shared car outing: 
y.  Bring own picnic.  Contact Angela Rees on 01

n Mill Open Day.  Pann Mi
our.  Crafts by Society 

es.  Also Water Trail at 2.3

arterly Meeting: “Brunel, the
ss Julia Elton, President of 

nuary Quarterly Meeting: The Wye Valley and Mills Be
 Meltonville, Experimental Archaeologist,

RY 

7.30pm, Guildhall. Speaker: Marc
Court Palace. 

2006  

Sunday 25th June Me
Wo

Sunday 9th July  
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pan
mil
Water stall with 
Water Trail at 2

Wednesday 26th July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Qu
Tre

Saturday 29th July, 8.00am–noon 
Little Market House 

Ch

Sunday 13th August M
Da

Sunday 3rd September  
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pan
mills fl
Cak

Wednesday 25th October  
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Qu
Mi

2007  

Friday 12th Ja

 Claydon House.  Contact Mary 

ll turns again (water permitting) and 
nts, children’s activities.  Thames 

isits to the pumping station during the day.  Also 
0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.   

: “Famous Buckinghamshire Families and Their 
r Brian Edwards, Blue Badge Guide. 

Fawley Railway Museum’s Steam 
628 850491. 

n Mill Open Day.  Pann M
ls flour.  Refreshments, p

ll turns again (water permitting) and 
Members. Bric-a-Brac, Teas and 
0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

 Man Behind the Icon”.  Speaker: 
the Newcomen Society. 

fore Chairs.  
 Hampton 

 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


