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Interesting Buildings 
ON A RECENT visit to Bath, I took a walking tour laid on by the Local Authority, and was 
interested to find that our American counterparts wondered how Bath’s heritage was being so 
successfully preserved.  Was it all down to benevolent owners?  No, he was told, it was all to do 
with Britain’s planning system, with the first Town and Country Planning Act having been enacted 
in 1932.  And one cornerstone of today’s planning system is the List of Buildings of Special 
Architectural and Historical Interest now maintained by English Heritage. 

Wycombe District Council tells us there are over 1,200 listed buildings in Wycombe District.  
Indeed, no fewer than 97 are within 1km of the High Street/Crendon Street crossroads: more of 
this in a future issue of the Newsletter.  And one of the most recently listed is the old railway 
station designed by an assistant of Brunel in 1846.  Its listing in 2000, at the request of members 
of the Broad Gauge Society, caused consternation.  It was in the way!  It threatened to prevent the 
updating of the station forecourt and Chiltern Railways might be required by the Department of 
Transport, their franchisor, to invest elsewhere on their network instead. 

But a happy ending is now in sight.  Listing has done its job.  We now expect Chiltern Railways to 
submit a planning application very soon which will provide for the historic heart of the old Brunel 
building to be beautifully restored and transformed, to the credit of the town.  No, it will not be 
“in the way”.  Traffic will circulate around it and all travellers (well – almost, see p.3) will be well 
catered for, and there will be no hotels or massive office blocks. 

Perhaps we need to take another look at the Listed Buildings system.  What does the future hold?  
We were interested on a recent visit to hear that some of our counterparts in Aylesbury believe 
that County Hall should be listed.  In the decades to come, will our successors decide the 
innovative new building for Buckinghamshire New University deserves to be so honoured? 

What a span of history, from our Grade 1 listed, 900-year-old All Saints Church, to what may 
become a 21st century icon!  And what a town! 

Chris Woodman 
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AGM 2009 
This year’s AGM took place on Friday 3rd April in the Guildhall with 61 members present.  Following 
recent custom, the meeting started with essential formal business and was followed by reviews of the 
work of the active groups. 

Frances Presland, the Hon. Secretary, was again 
able to report a small increase in membership, 
to 409, and affiliated organisations had 
increased by one to 19.  She reminded us of the 
meetings held during the year with talks on the 
life of John Hampden, Wycombe’s old 
photographs, the Ridgeway and High Wycombe’s 
contribution to aviation.  There had also been 
the 40th Birthday Party attended by 86 
members and guests, the Quiz Night with 61 
contestants, and the three Affiliated Societies 
meetings which now also provide a forum for 
discussion by all members.  She also mentioned 
that Nick Giles would be retiring as Hon. 
Treasurer, Tony Fooks as Leader of the Planning 
Group and Annie Woodward from the Executive 
Committee. 

Nick Giles, giving his 22nd and last annual 
report as Hon. Treasurer, noted a small increase 
in funds.  A refund of tax under the Gift Aid 
Scheme for the years 2000 to 2006 was received 
(as reported in the Summer 2008 newsletter) 
and a claim for 2007/8 had now been 
submitted. 

Elections 

Roger Lawson thanked the President, Stuart 
King, for his support during the year and then 
invited members to confirm that the President 
and the four Vice-Presidents – John Gore, Dick 
Hoare, Myra King and Kathleen Peatey – should 
continue in office for another year.  There was 
unanimous approval. 

Then the Chairman, Roger Lawson, the Vice- 
Chairmen, Evelyn Roe and Tony Fooks, and the 
Hon. Secretary Frances Presland were re-elected 
as Officers.  Following Nick Giles’ retirement, Mr 
Paul Meek was elected as the new Hon. 
Treasurer.  Trevor Carter, Alan Furness, 
Margaret Simmons, Ron Sims, Roberta Wilson, 
Chris Woodman, Mary Woodman and Elsa 
Woodward were elected to the Executive 
Committee.  This left four vacancies, and the 
Chairman invited members to come forward to 
fill them.  The customary appointment of an 
Auditor was left to a later meeting. 

At this point, the Chairman made a presentation 
of a card and several gifts to the retiring 
Treasurer.  In response, Nick reminisced about 
the last 22 years. A presentation was then made 
to Annie Woodward in appreciation of her many 
years as Membership Secretary and on the 
Executive Committee. 

Reports from the Groups 

Tony Fooks opened the second part of the 
meeting by outlining some of the activities of the 
Planning Group, with pictures provided by 
Martin Kipping.  These included the latest plans 
for the Railway Station, the future of the 
Environment Centre and Holywell Mead 
Swimming Pool, the lack of a disabled set-down 
for the new library, the art work at the back of 
House of Fraser, the proposal for a budget hotel 
at Octagon Parade and the Skateboard Park at 
Archway.  He also briefly mentioned some of the 
ongoing topics – Sainsbury’s, Hughenden Valley, 
Amersham & Wycombe College and John North 
Halls. 

For the Transport Group, Elsa Woodward 
covered five topics.  Arnie Parr had continued 
his dialogue with BCC on traffic lights and had 
obtained several improvements.  Consideration 
had been given to removing buses from Church 
Street but local geography makes finding an 
alternative convenient route difficult, and we had 
suggested a 10 mph speed limit for the time 
being.  David Jarman had started a detailed 
study of Demand Responsive Transport.  We had 
continued the ongoing campaign for the Bourne 
End railway route for which a local businessman 
had funded an engineering study.  This showed 
the scheme to be feasible and he was now 
moving on to consider the economics.  
Additionally, both the District and County 
Councils were starting to show interest.  As 
reported in the Winter Newsletter we made 
representations at a Public Inquiry into a 
proposed development on the old rail track at 
Wooburn Green.  This was successful but 
showed that the case for preservation of the 
route needed underpinning. 

For the Friends of the Rye Group, Frances 
Presland reminded us of the need for continual 
vigilance.  She outlined the exchanges with the 
Environment Agency, which had wanted to build 
large fishing platforms along the Dyke under the 
guise of ‘flood defences’ to avoid the need for 
planning permission.  Following the Group’s 
intercession, the EA made a presentation to the 
Society.  Our comments had led them to come 
back with a revised and much reduced scheme 
which we deemed tolerable.  Their money had by 
then run out, but it will probably proceed next 
year. 

Mary Woodman reminded us that the 
Programme & Membership Group organises all 
the events of the Society and ensures that 
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meetings, such as this one, run smoothly.  She 
mentioned the successful outings to the Royal 
Mail Centre at Hemel Hempstead and the De 
Havilland Museum at London Colney, and also 
listed and thanked the many members who had 
helped with the various activities. 

Alan Furness spoke about the Pann Mill Group.  
After two drought years, 2008 had plenty of rain 
and water to drive the Mill.  However, the 
dampness caused problems of grain supply for 
the September Open Day and the trees 
produced many more leaves than usual.  
Recently the Bucks Foundation had provided us 
with funds to buy a leaf-sucking and compacting 
machine to help with this in future.  Progress 
had also been made on negotiating a lease from 
WDC which is necessary before we can make 
further investment in the site. 

Finally, Frances Presland spoke about the 
Heritage Group.  Enquiries had found that there 
was little enthusiasm for participating in the 
annual Heritage Open Days, but there was more 
interest in specific projects.  The ‘streets 
project’ organised by the late Pauline Cauvain 
had produced a wealth of material and Frances 
was now trying to draw this together into a form 
suitable for publication.  For the immediate 
future it had been suggested that Heritage Trails 
for particular themes, e.g. architectural style, 
the Oak Room (whose stained glass windows will 
soon celebrate their centenary), “secret 
Wycombe” etc might be useful.  Volunteers to 
participate would be welcomed (see p.10). 

Trevor Carter 

 

 

Planning This Quarter 
THIS IS the first quarterly report of the Planning Group under the new “after-Tony” regime (see below).  
There is much going on, but we’ve managed to “keep the balls in the air” so far… 

Planning Forum  Three members of the Group 
(and two others wearing different hats!) 
attended WDC’s Planning Forum on 29 April.  
After talks by two Officers describing how the 
Council Services were coping with the reduced 
workload during the recession, Victoria 
Thomson gave a foretaste of the planned 
consultation on the Delivery and Site Allocations 
Document: by 2026 the Council believes it will 
have to release Terriers Farm, Abbey Barn 
North and South and the Gomm Valley for 
development.  Other key sections will cover the 
Town Centre Masterplan (for “a unique 
opportunity to transform High Wycombe Town 
Centre” and “substantial changes to the Town 
Centre road network”, read “re-route the A40 
and remove Abbey Way flyover and Archway”).  
In response to a round-up by Chris Woodman 
(one of three “stakeholders” invited to speak), 
who said developers wanted clarity on the 
intentions, Victoria said much work was going 
on about the town centre and it was “exciting”.  

“Task and Finish Report”  This report, on 
which we were consulted, followed up last 
year’s “Peer Review” and focused on how to 
revive Wycombe’s old Town Centre.  It 
contained many good ideas and was widely 
praised by Councillors.  Among the many 
proposals, one central conclusion was that the 
“old town” needs to be clearly signposted.  
Visitors to the town need to be reminded that 
we have more to offer than our modern Eden, 
crowd-pulling though it is! 

Frogmoor Hotel  After the flurry of activity on a 
proposed Octagon hotel by the Oxford Road 
roundabout reported in the last issue of the 

Newsletter (and still very much alive), we received 
details of a proposed 119-bedroom hotel on top 
of the Chiltern Centre, with a small entrance on to 
Frogmoor and room for car parking at the back off 
Priory Road.  This seemed a well-conceived 
design, helpfully influenced by WDC’s Conser-
vation Officer’s team (see p.9). 

John North Halls  WDC’s Planning Committee 
threw out a fresh application by Fairview New 
Homes to build 91 homes on the site of the 
former John North Halls beside Marlow Hill (with 
a design that the local residents thought was an 
improvement), but shortly afterwards, the Group 
supported the Council in defending their refusal of 
the original application (for 106 homes) at a 
Public Inquiry.  We seemed to have a hard time 
convincing the Inspector of the need for better 
design at this prominent location.  His decision is 
awaited.  

Railway Station  We were invited to attend a 
hugely encouraging “Pre-Application Presen-
tation” by Chiltern Railways and their consultants 
on their latest proposals for the Railway Station.  
Gone are the previous overblown ideas for hotels 
and housing.  Instead, the core of the Brunel 
station will be imaginatively restored and be the 
historical asset to the town that it deserves to be.  
Behind is proposed a modernistic four-storey car 
park: the painted steel-frame design is not 
attractive but it will not be prominent from any 
main public location, and car parking is needed to 
encourage train use.  The Group met with 
Chiltern’s consultants to try to ensure the design 
does not impede our project to restore the Bourne 
End railway for ultra-light rail but, as we go to 
press, this is not resolved. 
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All Saints’ Church  The Group were in receipt 
of revised plans from the Church authorities to 
construct catering, toilets and a balcony inside 
the west end of our ancient Grade 1-listed 
church.  Most of these changes do not require 
planning consent, being covered by the 
“ecclesiastical exemption”.  But also proposed 
was a large hall in the corner of the tranquil 
churchyard. 

Amersham and Wycombe College  Although we 
had been well-consulted at an earlier stage, the 
final artists’ impressions of the new AWC site 
(to replace the Flackwell Heath facility) next to 
Jewson’s near Hughenden Road, submitted as 
part of the outline application, were 
disappointing.  We argued to the Planning 
Committee that some kind of prominent 
landmark (no, not a skyscraper!) was needed 
on the site to advertise the presence of an 
important further education institution.  We 
hope and believe that we made our point and 
that it will be looked after at the next stage. 

Planning Applications  We had lodged an 
objection to the proposal to turn the Wendover 
Arms in Desborough Avenue into a hotel, 
fearing it would disturb the street scene.  But 
WDC’s Planning Committee allowed it, having 
been convinced (rightly, probably) that most of 
the changes would be to the rear, and the 
outlook to the Avenue would remain largely 
unchanged.  Furthermore, the hotel’s bar will 
remain open to local residents, thus preserving 
its “community” function. 

Turnpike Tesco  As readers of the Bucks Free 
Press will know, Tesco are intending to open a 
new store on Turnpike Road in Cressex in the 

premises that were briefly the Hungry Horse.  
However, they would then close down the nearby 
One-Stop Shop which contains the local post 
office and they did not intend to re-open it in their 
new premises.  Planning permission is not 
required for the change of use from pub to store, 
but it is for the three two-bedroom flats that 
would be added, which gave WDC’s Planning 
Committee an entrée.  Although planning 
permission could not be refused, Cllr Heyday 
advised he had been able to extract an 
undertaking from Tesco which gave a reasonable 
hope that there will still be a post office 
somewhere near the Turnpike roundabout in 
future. 

Golf Balls  There was light entertainment at the 
Planning Committee on 22 April when Wycombe 
Heights Golf Club sought permission to erect a 
barrier to prevent balls entering a neighbouring 
resident’s garden.  The Officers recommended the 
application for approval, but Councillors threw it 
out on ground of intrusion in the AONB.  One 
Councillor who said he was “no authority on golf” 
had nevertheless expounded on the need for 
golfers, on that particular hole, to “bend it like 
Beckham” and said the barrier would be 
ineffective.  The decision led to an outburst from 
the resident who had to be ordered from the 
chamber.  A contributing factor to his anger was 
that he had not been allowed to address the 
Committee because Standing Orders only provide 
for objectors to take part in public speaking.  It 
seems that WDC are behind some other Councils 
who do not circumscribe the right to public 
speaking in this way. 

Chris Woodman 
 

 

Planning in our Society – A New Era Dawns 
It is almost a year since Tony Fooks announced 
that, with effect from the 2009 AGM, he 
intended to resign from the role of Leader of the 
Planning Group that he has filled so effectively 
since he picked up the baton in Spring 2002.  
That was a challenge for all of us.  Nobody on 
the Planning Group felt they could be as 
effective a Leader as Tony, with his remarkable 
ability for negotiating, persuading and cajoling 
the various players who influence planning 
matters in High Wycombe.  Nevertheless, the 
change has been made and the Planning Group 
is now getting into its stride on a new footing, 
with the work shared out amongst the members 
of the Group. 

• Roger Lawson, the Chairman of the Society, 
has taken on the role of chairing our 
monthly Planning Group meetings (although 
he hastens to add that he is just the 
“meetings chairman”).   

• The routine process of vetting planning 
applications as we are notified of them 
through Wycombe District Council’s 
“Weekly Lists” is also being shared out.  
Chris Woodman and Trevor Carter put the 
lists through a sieve, first using a computer 
“macro” which sorts and selects the cases 
according to which parish or ward they are 
situated in, and then weeding out most 
minor “householder applications” and tree-
pruning cases.  The remaining cases are 
then allocated to members of the Group for 
study according to the areas in which they 
have declared an interest and, where time 
allows, a recommendation for objection or 
no action at the next monthly meeting of 
the Group.  (Where time is insufficient, the 
members of the Group decide by email or 
telephone whether immediate action needs 
to be taken.)  Where it is necessary to 
address WDC’s Planning Committee 
(formerly the Development Control 
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Committee) in support of an objection, that 
will continue to be done. 

• Negotiations with developers are being 
dealt with on an ad hoc basis, which seems 
to be working fine so far (see above). 

Time will show how this process works, but 
currently the signs are good.  Tony’s will be a 
hard act to follow, but we have 12 enthusiastic 
workers on our Planning Group (who still include 
Tony) and all the indications are that they will 
cope! 

 

 

The Civic Trust Movement – Down But Not Out! 
MANY OF you will be aware that in April, the Civic Trust found itself without the income to meet its 
costs and the trustees had to appoint administrators.  The Trust was founded in 1957 by Duncan 
Sandys, with the support of architects and town planners, and among their achievements was the 
demise of plans to build an extensive series of urban motorways in London in the 1970s, and the 
preservation of historic York, Bath, Berwick-upon-Tweed and Chester. 

More recently, the Trust was responsible for a 
number of initiatives such as the Green Flag 
scheme for parks and open spaces and the 
BizFizz scheme, but several of those sources of 
income recently dried up under pressure of the 
credit crunch and public sector funding 
constraints.  The appointments of a dynamic 
Chairman, Phillip Kolvin QC, and a nationally 
famous (and very committed) President, Griff 
Rhys Jones, were not enough to turn the tide. 

However, the difficulties of the Trust revealed a 
very widely held belief that there has to be a 
successor organisation, whose key role would be 
to interface with, and represent, the more than 
1,000 civic and amenity societies who, like 
ourselves, do valuable work up and down the 
country but are now left with no national voice.  
The new initiative is called The Civic Society 

Initiative, and was launched on 1 June, with 
strong support from the National Trust and the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England.   

To give emphasis to the bottom-up approach 
which everyone now believes is appropriate, 
those involved have agreed that the functions of 
the new organisation must be based on what 
local civic societies up and down the country 
need, such as greater representation on matters 
of local authority and government policies that 
affect everyday development and living in their 
area.  The new organisation’s Board would be 
formed with nominations made by members 
only. 

Tony Fooks, in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Civic Trust South-East, is involved and is keeping 
your Executive Committee up-to-date with 
developments.  

 

 

A Vision for High Wycombe Station 
IT’S NOT for us to spill the beans on all the drawings and plans that were put forward in the Pre-
Application Presentation which we were invited by WDC to attend as a “stakeholder” on 20 May, and 
on which we are still in discussion over the provision for our Ultra-Light Railway proposal to Bourne 
End.  However, we were particularly taken by this picture of the Brunel sheds at Swindon, for which the 
same firm of architects obtained master planning consent some years ago.  They showed us this as an 
example of the technique they would use at High Wycombe Station, where they propose removing 
more recent additions and restoring the historic core.  Glass panels at each end would allow the light 
to pass through, and within it there would be small free-standing buildings such as you see here. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

The Painter, the Poet and Preservation: 
John Piper and John Betjeman 

In his engrossing talk to our Quarterly Meeting for Wycombe Arts Festival on 15 May, Professor 
William Prescott drew on the similarities in John Piper's  and John Betjeman's lives.  They were 
friends for nearly sixty years. 

John Betjeman (1906-
1984) had a difficult 
relationship with his 
father who had high 
hopes that he would 
follow him into his 
furniture-making busi-
ness.  He had an early 
interest in old, 
picturesque and quaint 
buildings, which he 
sketched constantly. He went up 
to Magdalen College, Oxford and 
his tutor, C. S. Lewis, thought he 
was a 'poseur and a clown'.  He 
left without a degree and had no 
idea of a career.  He mixed with 
the rich and leisured classes and 
was considered to be a 'bright 
young thing'. Through his 
contacts, he worked for the 
Architectural Review from 1930 
to 1935, as well as joining the 
Modern Architectural Research 
Group.  He was not opposed to 
modern  architecture as long as 
it did not impact upon the 
surrounding buildings.   How-
ever, this did not affect his love 
of Victorian and Georgian 
architecture.  In 1936 he invited 
John Piper to work with him on 
the Shell Guides and this was 
the beginning of a powerful 
friendship. 

John Piper (1903-1992) spent 
his early years cycling in the 
Surrey countryside looking at 
churches and was the local Secretary 
of the Surrey Architectural Society.  
During this time he copied stained 
glass windows, thus learning all he 
knew about colours.  Much against 
his will, he was required to work in 
his father's law firm.  When his 
father died in 1926 he achieved his 
wish to study art. 

Betjeman married Penelope 
Chetwode in 1933: she was 
considered to be intelligent and 
eccentric. 

Piper's wife, Myfanwy, 
edited Axis, a quarterly 
review of contemporary 
abstract painting and 
sculpture. 
Piper was a Modernist 
artist for one year, 
making collages using 
various materials, and 
had joined a group of 
artists, 'The Seven and 

Five'.  Included in the group were 
Ben Nicholson, Henry Moore and 
Barbara Hepworth.  He then 
reverted to using paint as he 
appreciated that artists like 
Constable and Turner had 
something that a Surrealist 
artist did not have.  In 1936 he 
began to write for the 
Architectural Review and he 
worked with Betjeman on the 
Shell Guides, considered to be a 
revolutionary way of looking at 
the countryside. Piper's son took 
the photographs.  Betjeman felt 
uncomfortable about Pevsner's 
academic and serious approach 
to his guide books; he 
introduced a lighter touch and 
liked to include little anecdotes.  
Georgian buildings had received 
scant attention prior to the Shell 
Guides so he was able to draw 
attention to them. 
By 1938, Piper equated civilis-
ation with what happens to 

buildings.  In 1940 he became the 
official War Artist recording bomb 
damage, including non-conformist 
chapels.  This work is the most varied 
and extensive record of buildings in 
Great Britain of any artist.  He 
worked closely with Patrick Reyntiens 
(a former President of our Society); he 
liked to use pen and ink as well.  As 
late as 1964, he had not abandoned 
the abstract style.  He also illustrated 
Betjeman's church poems.  Mention 
was made of the Memorial Window in 
Farnham which he designed in 
1985-86. 

John Piper at work…      and John Betjeman 

John Piper’s window to 
Benjamin Britten at Aldeburgh. 

John Betjeman helped
to save Holy Trinity, 

Sloane Street… 
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By the late 1930s, Betjeman 
became the voice of 
conservation.  Two of his 
campaigns failed: Euston 
Arch (demolished 1961) and 
the Coal Exchange.  He 
drew attention to Bedford 
Park, Holy Trinity Church 
(Sloane St.) and St Cyprian 
the Martyr (London): all 
conservation successes.  He 
praised Metroland but he 
was not a 'nostalgia merchant'. He also 
admired the Royal National Theatre (1967-76). 

For nearly 60 years, the two 
families would  meet in the 
Pipers' house at Fawley 
Bottom in Bucking-
hamshire.  Professor  Pres-
cott illustrated his talk with 
delightful slides of Piper's 
paintings and the various 
buildings with which they 
had been involved.  He 
brought their opposing 
personalities to life and  

illuminated their close friendship. 

Angela Rees 
 

 

The Last Memorial of a Forgotten Industry 
IN AN overgrown corner of a field in Stokenchurch stands possibly the last remaining evidence of 
early mechanised working associated with the chair-making industry in the village. 

It is not accurately recorded 
when power in the form of diesel 
and steam engines came into 
the village, as two of the largest 
factories, the Red Lion Sawmills 
and the factory down Park Lane 
(just down from where the Royal 
Oak is situated) were completely 
destroyed by fire. 

A decade or so before the First 
World War, felling trees was not 
a great problem, nor was cutting 
into lengths before and after log-
splitting, using hand tools. 

Years later, a single-bladed saw, of an average 
length of six feet, and six inches in width, 
utilized in the horizontal and vertical plane 
with a reciprocating action, came into being.  
The unit was driven by a single-cylinder diesel 
engine, the log moving along a bench and being 
cut into planks for further processing.  This 
method was superseded in the late twenties 
and thirties by the coming of the large 
bandmill, manufactured by the firm of 
Danckaert in Belgium, and driven by a steam 
engine similar in size and principle to those 
used in railway engines.  (Such machines still 
exist today but are now driven by electric 
power.)  By this time, however, smaller 
bandmills were in use, driven by a diesel 
engine and having a blade width of anything 
between half an inch and one and a quarter 
inches: the overall size was less than half that 
of the Danckaert machine. 

A few of these units came into being around 
the village, and the end of a shaft of just such 
a unit is shown in the picture.  This particular 
unit became defunct in the late twenties.  
Some of these small workshops had two or 
more machines, for boring, planing, turning 

and such.  However, such was 
the power of the engine that 
often only one machine could be 
used at a time, often 
necessitating skilful adjustment 
of the belts from the drive 
wheels on the shaft, sometimes 
even changing a belt. 

Most bearings at this time, and 
some of the smaller drives, had 
“total loss” lubrication of the 
bearings.  This was brought 
about by inverting a small 
bottle, of about a quarter of a 

pint capacity, drip feeding its oil contents 
through a cork slotted by a fret saw with rag 
adhering over the orifice at the top of the 
bearing.  This looks likely to have been the 
case in the picture shown.  The bottles very 
often had to be refilled once or even twice a 
day. 

The block in the picture is supported by 
lengths of telegraph poles, and achieving 
accuracy in the positioning must have required 
great skill.  

Between the wars, Stokenchurch had four 
major bandmills, with perhaps five or six 
smaller mechanised units, and twenty or more 
bench-finishers or shapers dotted around the 
village, very often in sheds up the garden. 

Colin Turner 

Are You Crafty? 
The September Pann Mill Open Day (p.12) is 
when we display our members’ many crafts 
and hobbies.  If you do craft work or have a 
hobby that you would be willing to display (or 
even sell) on 13 September, please contact Ann 
Simone on 01494 448773. 

…but the Euston Arch was lost. 
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The History of the Salvation Army in Wycombe 
THE SALVATION ARMY is this year celebrating the centenary of its occupation of the Citadel in 
Frogmoor.  The movement was founded in 1877 and a branch established in High Wycombe on 
May 7, 1882.  A disused chapel on the western side of Frogmoor was used for their first meetings. 

Although the opening 
was relatively trouble-
free, due to careful 
canvassing of the police 
and Mayor beforehand, 
the Army soon met with 
considerable opposition 
to its activities.  For 
example, their anti-
alcohol policy was 
vehemently opposed by 
the local brewers and 
publicans who convened 
a meeting to galvanise 
this opposition.  The 
result was the formation 
of the so-called Skeleton 
Army!  This meant that 
virtually no meeting of the 
Salvation Army could take 
place without some degree of 
disturbance.  The police were 
having to evict, on average, six 
or seven trouble-makers at 
every indoor meeting.  No less 
than 13 prosecutions were 
brought against  Salvationists 
themselves in the first year, 
for alleged disturbances of the 
peace. 

This opposition had little effect 
on support for the Army.  Its 
popularity among ordinary 
folk can be judged from the 
interest in the Salvation Army 
band, with enormous crowds 
following the band whenever 
they appeared.  Soon the 
chapel premises were too 
small.  The Town Hall 
was hired on a weekly 
basis, at a cost of 
10s.6d. (52p) per 
meeting.  For the 
fourth anniversary in 
1886, the founder of 
the Salvation Army 
movement, William 
Booth, visited High 
Wycombe to take part 
in the celebrations, 
which were held in 
Wycombe Abbey Park.  
This again met with 
considerable oppo-
sition from the 
Skeleton Army, and 

Booth avoided the hostile 
crowd which was waiting 
for his departure along 
the route to Wycombe 
station by leaving via 
Loudwater station! 

An opportunity for the 
Army to acquire new 
premises arose in 1903, 
when Frogmoor House 
on the east side of 
Frogmoor came up for 
sale (Fig. 1).  The 
building was demolished 
and the Salvation Army 
Citadel was built in its 

place, at a cost of £2,101.  
This was formally opened in 
1909 (Fig. 2), and although the 
buildings all around have 
changed dramatically, the 
Citadel has remained to the 
present time with only minor 
modifications (Fig. 3). 

A main feature of the 
Salvation Army movement has 
always been its music.  The 
High Wycombe Band was 
formed in 1883.  From the 
outset it was at the forefront of 
open-air evangelism.  As such, 
the band was a sitting target 
for all the abuse and physical 
attacks meted out by the 
Skeleton Army.  Frogmoor was 
an ideal location for this 
evangelism, being the centre of 
Wycombe's recreational 
activities.  The Sunday even-

ing concerts/services 
by the Army's Band 
and Songsters near 
the fountain were a 
feature of life in 
Wycombe for nearly 
100 years (Fig. 4).  Of 
course, the music was 
intermixed with the 
serious business of 
getting the Christian 
message across. 

The Salvation Army 
prospered during the 
years between the two 
World Wars.  The 
migration of people 

Fig. 1: Frogmoor House was demolished and the
Citadel built in its place (RHW 24003). 

Fig. 2: The formal opening of the
Citadel was in 1909 (RHW 081272). 

Fig. 3: In 1975.  The Citadel has remained to the pre-
sent time with only minor modifications (BFP11024). 
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from South Wales, 
victims of the 
industrial slump 
and subsequent un-
employment there, 
who settled in 
Wycombe, boosted 
the movement.  The 
queues of people 
waiting outside the 
Palace Cinema in 
Frogmoor and the 
Rex in Oxford St be-
came targets for the 
open-air evange-
lism.  In recent 
years the multi-
cultural and ethnic 
mix in the town has 
resulted in the need 
for the Army to be sensitive about open-air 
meetings, which have been discontinued. 

The charitable work undertaken by the 
Salvation Army is understated and often 
overlooked.  For example, in November 1913, 
during the Lock-Out of the town's furniture 
workers (featured in the Spring Newsletter), 
9,000 basins of soup and 1,000 pudding 
dinners were distributed to the children of 
parents affected by the strike.  More recently 

the work of the 
Army was com-
mended by the 
Chief Superinten-
dent of Thames 
Valley Police for its 
actions at the scene 
of the tragic rail 
accident at Seer 
Green in December 
1982.  Currently, 
lady members work 
as Volunteers at 
Wycombe Hospital, 
and the main hall 
in the Citadel is 
open to the public 
regularly through-
out the week as a 
refuge for anyone 

needing to spend a quiet moment, with a cup 
of tea or coffee, and biscuits. 

This article has been prepared from the 
Salvation Army’s 125th Anniversary brochure, 
which was written by their member Claude 
Peddle, with the kind permission of 
Commanding Officers Majors Tony and Sandra 
Frost. 

Mike Dewey
 

 

A new look for one side of Frogmoor 
and Some Bedspace Too! 

ON 29-30 May, Royal London Asset Management, who own the Chiltern Centre, staged an 
exhibition in the Centre on their proposal to build a 119-room hotel above the Centre, where there 
is currently unlet office space.  Many of you – who received our alert by email or spotted it in the 
Bucks Free Press – will have attended the exhibition and, no doubt, filled in a response form.  
RLAM hope to submit their full planning application very soon, so if you have any views that you 
would like the Society to reflect, please let us know as soon as possible. 

The hotel will not be particularly obvious from Frogmoor: the highest floors will be stepped back 
from the existing façade, and the entrance will be relatively inconspicuous.  The big change, in fact, 
will be the loss of the heavy-looking gables, whose removal has been insisted on by the town’s 
Conservation Officer.  To your editor, this seems like a considerable improvement, although the 
replacement might be judged a little bland.  There will be some dedicated car parking provided, 
accessed from Priory Road, but we heard that the developers were also looking into possible 
arrangements to use one of the town-centre multi-storey car parks, which are not full at night. 

 

Fig. 4: Sunday evening concerts by the Salvation Army
Band and Songsters were a feature of life in Wycombe for
nearly 100 years (BFP11029). 

Before… …and After 
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Heritage 

The Heritage Group 
Although the Heritage Group, as such, has not met very often in the past few years, it is clear that 
there is a lot of enthusiasm for particular Heritage projects.   

Both David Snoxell and Mike Dewey have contributed a series of excellent articles for the 
Newsletter, John Gore and Mary Woodman have been assisting the District Council with a 
revamping of the town’s Heritage Trail, and on this page we describe a project that Jackie Kay is 
organising to research the background to the windows in the Red Room in the Town Hall.   

The Executive Committee has considered this position and decided that it should be encouraged.  
Anyone who wishes to undertake a Heritage project and would like helping hands, or even just has 
ideas of useful work that could be done, is encouraged to let Frances Presland know about it, and 
likewise anyone who is interested in helping out on heritage work should tell her too.  Frances will, 
in effect, be the Projects Coordinator for Heritage work, keeping a log of what is going on and who is 
interested.  That way, we hope to encourage a diversity of work and enable our members to derive 
satisfaction from working with others on the history of the town.  Frances’ address is at the foot of 
the front page of this Newsletter and her email address is frances@fjpresland.plus.com. 
 

 

Heritage Project:  The Oak Room Windows Centenary 
Members who attended either of our recent Wycombe Arts Festival events (the Pann Mill Open Day 
on 10th May or Professor Prescott’s talk on 15th May) may or may not have picked up an invitation 
to join a new High Wycombe Society heritage project.  

The project concerns a local 
treasure, the five stained glass 
windows which were installed 
in 1911 in the Red Room (as it 
was known then) at High 
Wycombe Town Hall.  Still 
admired today by visitors to the 
since-panelled-and-renamed 
Oak Room, they commemorate 
the achievements of no fewer 
than 22 local people.   Some 
achieved lasting fame (John 
Hampden, William Penn, 
Edmund Burke and Benjamin 
Disraeli); while many of the 
others have faded into relative 
obscurity.  Included in the 
central window with the theme 
of “Progress” are the names of 
local manufacturers, pioneer 
educators, writers of books 
about Wycombe, and founders 
of public services such as the 
cottage hospital, local news-
paper and the library, as well 
as a number of Victorian 
politicians. 

It is proposed that the High 
Wycombe Society mark the 
centenary of the windows in 
2011.   Several members have 
already responded to the initial 
project invitation which 
outlined a number of ways in 
which this might be done.  

There is still time for others to 
become involved while the 
project is at a formative stage.   
It will be sized according to the 
level and nature of interest 
shown by society members.  
There is plenty of scope for 
anyone to contribute who can 
bring a measure of enthusiasm 
to a task, but it would also be 
helpful to hear from any 
members with relevant 
specialist knowledge or 
experience they could share.  
Activities are expected to 
include: researching and 
producing a guide to the 
windows; preparing and 
mounting an exhibition; 
possibly also creating online 
versions of material; and 
possibly also staging or helping 
to stage an event in the Oak 
Room in 2011.  

Members who wish to be 
involved in the Oak Room 
Windows Centenary Project 
(and have not already made 
this known) should contact me 
as project initiator and 
organiser on 01494 534876 or 
by email at:  
jackiehkay@aol.com. 

Jackie Kay 

The Progress Window, photographed
by Martin Kipping, by kind permission
of the Wycombe Swan. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Friends, 
The Environment Centre has prepared another 
delightful trail around the Rye – "Tree Search".  
It tells about trees you can find on the trail, 
together with some interesting facts.  To 
accompany it, we are preparing a trees 
exhibition, which may later be hired by 
schools, etc. 
Dear Norman Belson is lending us some pieces 
of wood from different trees which can be made 
into walking sticks, and some finished articles, 
to be displayed.  Stewart Linford was most 
helpful in donating some pieces of wood, some 
polished, and some offcuts which we will 
encourage young people to smooth and then 
rub with beeswax! 
The trees to be featured are hornbeam, poplar, 
yew, holly, hawthorn, oak, beech, chestnut, 
silver birch, willow, walnut, plane, ash, cherry 
and lime. 
I am trying to find examples of things made 
from each type of wood.  Does anyone have 
anything made from plane, often called 
lacewood, for instance? 
The exhibition opens on July 19th.  It would be 
fantastic if a retired woodworker came along 
and spent an afternoon or two with us during 
the summer holidays.  I would love to see a 
piece of rough wood transformed into 
something smooth and beautiful - which could, 
perhaps, be used in our exhibition when it is 
eventually hired out.  Seeing a craft practised 
can inspire a young person to want to have a 
go!  We had over 700 visitors each week last 
summer holidays - and this year there may be 
more if the weather is better! 
Please let me know (01494 439481) if you can 
help. 
Frances Alexander 
Organiser of The Environment Centre's 
Tree Exhibition 
 

 

German Thoughts… 
Reading again (p.6) about Sir John Betjeman’s 
tricky relationship with the celebrated Jewish 
émigré who created that wonderful series of 
books, The Buildings of England, and was 
eventually rewarded with a knighthood for his 
efforts, we looked at our copy of Buckingham-
shire and found this by Sir Nikolaus Pevsner: 

It is an industrial town, but the furniture industry 
is not concentrated in a few vast establishments, 
but is split up in many small or medium-size units, 
and it is not a smoky industry.  The town is neat, 
even where it is architecturally indifferent.  It 
stretches for nearly five miles along the valley of 
the river Wye and has to its north and south two 
lines of hills which, though not high, are prominent.  
The main N-S roads have both to manage steep 
climbs.  [From the 1960 edition.] 

 

Wanted – Web Designer 
Your newsletter editor has been running our 
Society’s website for six years now.  It is 
functional and up-to-date, telling you what’s 
on and who’s who in the Society.  It even 
contains our Constitution!  However, it is not 
very exciting, either in content or appearance.  
If you have spider-like skills that you could use 
to enhance our Society’s image, and keep our 
website up-to-date at the same time, please 
speak to the Editor or email him.  In our view, 
web experience is not absolutely necessary: the 
most important thing is an eye for good 
pictures and good layout.  Don’t be afraid to 
put your name forward – if you have initiative, 
assistance will be given if necessary.  You don’t 
need to be a Goliath birdeater! 
 

 

Cyphers, Codes and Computers 
by Coach 

Our shared car trip to Aylesbury on 31 May 
was a cracking success, thanks to the 
charismatic Hon. Sec. of the Aylesbury Society, 
Roger King. 

Our next trip is by coach to Bletchley Park on 
Wednesday 12 August.  Places are still avail-
able, at £10.00 per head for entry (including 
our own guide), and travel cost which will be 
no more than an additional £10.00 per head.  
Phone Eileen Walters on 01494 449902. 

Christine Gooding 
Our Chairman, Roger Lawson, has sent us this brief 
tribute to Christine Gooding (see p.12): 

Christine and Roger Gooding were long-subscribing 
members of our Society, continually supporting our 
quarterly meetings and events until Christine’s 
health made this more difficult.  I was saddened to 
learn that Christine had passed away but pleased 
that, although I could not attend personally, our 
Society was well-represented at the funeral 
ceremony at Little Missenden Church on 7th April. 
I hope that Roger will feel able to actively participate 
in our future programme of public meetings and 
events. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members 
and one association: 

Miss M Bracey of Main Road, Naphill. 
Miss J E Gray of Hillfield Close, Downley. 
Mr K Legg of Hillside, HW. 
Mrs D A Russell of Lansdowne Way, HW. 
Mrs L Thompson of Shelley Rd, HW. 
Saffron Platt Residents’ Association. 
 

 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mr Douglas Hodson 

Mrs Christine Gooding 

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. 

Doug Hodson was an extraordinarily versatile 
person, who was roped in to join the Society 
when Jack Scruton spotted him restoring listed 
buildings Nos. 19-20 Easton Street.  If we can 
find out more, we will include it in a future issue. 

Christine Gooding is remembered by our 
Chairman on p.11. 
 

 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and 
All Members 
The Forum is your opportunity to come along to 
be briefed on the latest information about our 
town and to bring to the Executive Committee’s 
attention the issues that concern you on local 
planning, transport matters and open spaces.  
Originally designed for our affiliated groups and 
residents’ associations, they are now open to all 
members.  So if you, either as an individual 
member or as a representative, want to join in 
the discussion and feedback, do come along to 

the Friends’ Meeting House on 10 July.  You can 
phone the Hon. Sec. on 01494 523263 (or email 
her at the address on our website) to suggest or 
give notice of issues. 
 

 

Pann Mill Open Days 
Many thanks to all the many helpers who made 
our National Mills Weekend Open Day on 10 May 
one of our most successful ever.  Some 310 kg 
of flour were milled and sold, and sales of home-
made cakes were so successful that by the end 
of the day we had to send out twice for further 
supplies.   

Calling all bakers:  can you offer a cake for the 
refreshment stall on either July 12th or 
September 13th?  Eileen Walters (01494 
449902) would love to hear from you. 
 

 

Marsh Green Mill Gardens Day 
Prue and Paul Meek, David and Anne Snoxell, 
Jane and Matthew Haigh and Joanna Gollins are 
opening the gardens of their properties around 
Marsh Green Mill, in Bassetsbury Lane, for the 
benefit of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
on 28 June.  The price will be £3.00 per adult 
for entry (2-5pm) to all 4 gardens, children free.  
If coming by car, please use the car park (and, if 
desired, the toilets) at Holywell Mead. 
 

 

Thank you… 
...to all those who have contributed such 
excellent copy for this issue.  Material for the 
Autumn 2009 issue should reach me at 29 
Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 August, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2009  

Friday, 10th July 
7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and All Members.  (See above.) 
 

Sunday, 12th July 
11.00am-5.00pm 

Pann Mill Open Day.  Refreshments, bric-a-brac, sale of flour 
(water level permitting).  Also Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and 
finish at Pann Mill.  (See above.) 

Friday, 17th July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Discovering Hughenden Manor’s Hidden 
History.  Speaker: Mary Edwards. 

Wednesday, 12th August Members’ Outing by coach to Bletchley Park.  Contact Eileen 
Walters on 01494 449902.  (See p.11.) 

Sunday, 13th September 
11.00am-5.00pm 

Pann Mill Open Day.  Crafts by Society Members, refreshments, 
bric-a-brac, sale of flour (water level permitting).  Also Water 
Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.  (See p.7.) 

Wednesday, 21st October 
7.30pm, Environment Centre on 
Holywell Mead 

Quarterly Meeting: Food, Farming and our Local Landscape.  
Speaker: Tracey Adams, Farming and Land Use Officer, 
Chilterns Conservation Board. 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 




