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Coloured Flags 
NOW THAT Wycombe District Council has won a green flag for our unique Rye Public Open 
Space, the Town Centre Partnership is getting in on the act.  Would you believe it, a good town 
centre that everyone wants to visit, regardless of their age or the time of day or night, can earn a 
Purple Flag!  Our Society was approached to supply observers whose job it is to go round and 
make notes of all kinds of things that make up a good town – cleanliness, ability to find one’s way 
around, sense of security, “convenience”, and ability to find transport home again! 

Your Editor thought it would be fun, with Mrs Editor, to volunteer for the night slot – 11.00pm to 
2.00am.  It was fun, too.  With our trusty dictating machine to record our thoughts, we prowled 
up the High Street observing the rubbish sacks left out (which disappeared on to a Veolia lorry 
around 1.00am), and into what used to be called the Octagon, and followed the signs to the bus 
station (it was closed when we got there, of course, but there was no shortage of taxis).  We found 
the “out of hours” toilets, but they weren’t!  Around 1.00am, the only food available was kebabs 
and the like (indoors and out), but it was tasty and filling all the same.  We noted the finger posts 
and spotted one to the old Tourist Information (which now, a shadow of its former self, is in the 
new Library of course) but none to our Museum.  We wandered into Eden and were impressed by 
the good lighting and sense of security for most of the car parking pay areas, and the light and 
shiny shops.  We walked through the University campus (spotless and well lit) to Desborough 
Road. 

Having heard scary stories of Frogmoor late at night, we wondered if we would feel insecure, but 
no!  Perhaps it helped that it was a Wednesday, not a Friday.  Once we were half-heartedly asked 
if we had some “change”, but he wasn’t persistent.  We saw a police van but no serious incident.  
We sat around on seats in Frogmoor and Eden and watched the (young) world go by. 

All very reassuring, we thought.  A few things need fixing, but it’s all possible, with a will.  And all 
this was just after the Mayor-Making day, when the Council broke new ground by running town 
walks for the public (as we have done for many years).  For most “clients” this was all new stuff, 
and there’s nothing like telling people about the town’s history to raise civic pride.  We hope the 
Partnership succeed in their quest for a coveted Purple Flag, because they deserve to. 

Chris Woodman 



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 2 NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2010 
 
 

AGM 2010 
The 2010 Annual General Meeting took place on Friday 9th April in the Guildhall with 52 members 
present.  In accordance with recent custom, the first part was occupied with the essential legal 
necessities and was followed by reports from the Society’s Groups on their work during the year. 

After an introduction by the Chairman, Roger 
Lawson, there were the formal reports from the 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer. 

Frances Presland, the Hon. Secretary, was once 
again able again to report a small increase in 
membership, to 416, and reminded us that 
there were also 18 affiliated organisations.  She 
reviewed the five main meetings held during the 
year and also mentioned the special public 
meeting to discuss what should happen to the 
former Holywell Mead Swimming Pool, as part of 
WDC’s consultation process.  Our discussion 
forums for members and affiliated groups had 
met three times with lively discussions on a 
range of topics. 

Paul Meek, giving his first report as Hon. 
Treasurer, explained that income was 
significantly down on the previous year due to 
several unusual factors including a substantial 
Gift Aid refund in the previous year, the drop in 
bank interest, the 40th Birthday Party and the 
Quiz Night.  Expenditure exceeded income by 
£25.14 which he did not consider significant.  
He also reminded members of his campaign 
(explained in the last Newsletter) to encourage 
them to pay their subscriptions by standing 
order and to sign up to the Gift Aid scheme. 

The Chairman then reminded members that 
subscriptions had remained unchanged since 
2003 and were very modest.  The Executive 
Committee had decided to raise subscriptions 
by £1 for individual members, 50p for 
pensioners and proportionate increases for other 
categories.  New rates would be Individual: 
£8.00; Family: £12.00; Retirement Pensioner: 
£4.00; Affiliated Societies: £10.00 for the first 
50 members or part thereof; £4.00 for each 
subsequent 50, up to a maximum of £25.00 per 
annum.  He then sought, and received, endorse-
ment of this increase from the meeting. 

Elections 

The meeting confirmed that the President and 
the four vice-Presidents, John Gore, Dick Hoare, 
Myra King and Kathleen Peatey, should continue 
in office for another year. 

Then the Chairman, Roger Lawson, the Vice- 
Chairmen, Evelyn Roe and Tony Fooks, the Hon. 
Secretary Frances Presland and the Hon. 
Treasurer Paul Meek were re-elected as Officers.  
For the Executive Committee, Trevor Carter, Alan 
Furness, Margaret Simmons, Ron Sims, Roberta 
Wilson, Chris Woodman, Mary Woodman and 
Elsa Woodward were elected.  This left four 
vacancies and the Chairman invited members to 

come forward to fill them.  Finally, Alison 
Adamson was confirmed as Independent 
Examiner. 

Reports from the Groups 

The second part of the meeting opened with a 
comprehensive description of the work of the 
Planning Group by Chris Woodman.  He 
reminded the meeting that Tony Fooks had 
retired as Group Leader a year ago.  A new 
leader has not yet been found but the Group 
continues to function with the work shared out 
amongst the members.  A major part of this 
work is combing through the “weekly lists” of 
planning applications published by Wycombe 
District Council (WDC). 

Chris then went through some of the major 
projects in which the Group had been involved.  
These included the Railway Station, whose 
proposed improvements will now go ahead, the 
proposed Coachway at Handy Cross and the 
Running Track at Hazlemere where matters 
continue; also the proposal for a road and green 
corridor through the Compair site, three hotel 
sites in the town centre and housing on the 
former John North Halls site at the top of 
Marlow Hill. 

Finally, for the future, there is to be consultation 
by WDC on a site for a new stadium for 
Wycombe Wanderers and Wasps, and the 
Government had announced its proposed route 
for the high speed rail line to Birmingham. 

For the Transport Group, Elsa Woodward 
outlined its aims as encouraging sustainable 
transport and conserving energy.  They contin-
ued to promote the installation of a light rail link 
along the former line to Bourne End and were 
glad that the Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead is becoming interested in the 
project.  The town should soon see the intro-
duction of Flexibus, a demand-responsive 
system based on taxi-like vehicles.   The Group 
continues to challenge the County Council on 
traffic light issues and will be considering the 
implications of High Speed 2. 

For the Friends of the Rye Group, Frances 
Presland showed pictures of the fishing 
platforms along the Dyke, installed by the 
Environment Agency, where we managed to 
restrain their original proposals to something 
more modest and less intrusive. Now WDC have 
installed large intrusive notice boards around 
the Rye which we believe exceed the sizes 
permitted without planning permission. 
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Mary Woodman summarised the work of the 
Programme & Membership Group which orga-
nises all the Society’s events.  In the last 12 
months, as well as the quarterly meetings, there 
had been the Postmen’s Party for our newsletter 
deliverers, a coach outing to Bletchley Park, a 
walking tour of Aylesbury and support for the 
Pann Mill Open Days.  For the coming year there 
will be the usual range of speakers and also 
outings to Highgrove and Taplow Court.  
Suggestions for the 2011/12 programme will be 
welcomed.  Following the retirement of our 
Publicity Officer, Graham Paterson, the Group is 
looking for a successor. 

Alan Furness spoke about the Pann Mill Group.  
A new member, Kevin Legg, has joined the 
Group and his skills are proving very useful.  
There are still vacancies for their Sunday 
morning working parties.  After several years of 
negotiation, the Society has signed the lease 
document.  Once endorsed by WDC, this will give 
security of tenure for at least five years.  This 
will enable us to apply for grants and improve 
the facilities.  Maintenance this year has 

included lining the banks with railway sleepers 
to reduce water damage when the sluice gates 
are opened and replacing a rotted sluice gate. 

Finally, there were two short contributions about 
Heritage Projects.  First, Jackie Kay updated us 
on progress on the Oak Room Windows 
Centenary Project, described in the Winter 
2009/10 Newsletter.  Progress was being made 
on researching the histories of all the people 
mentioned in the windows.  The mezzanine floor 
of the Library has been booked for an exhibition 
during May next year and it is also hoped to 
publish a booklet. 

The Winter Newsletter had also included an 
article on Local Listing of Buildings of 
Architectural or Historic Interest and mentioned 
that WDC has suggested that we might like to 
come up with proposals for additions to the list.  
Peter Batchelor has taken up the challenge and 
gave a short explanation of what he is proposing 
and invited people to volunteer to help. 

Trevor Carter 
 

 

Planning This Quarter 
THIS WAS a fascinating three months for the Group. 

Handy Cross Coachway and Hazlemere Running 
Track  In the Spring Newsletter we reported with 
approval that WDC had given themselves 
planning permission for a new coachway at 
Handy Cross but had withdrawn specific 
suggestions as to where the relocated running 
track might go.  However, the Council 
subsequently indeed proposed to build a new 
athletics track at Sir William Ramsay School in 
Hazlemere, to the great consternation of local 
residents led (whipped up?) by Mr Mapletoft of 
the new Hazlemere Residents’ Association.  At a 
lively and rather undisciplined meeting (despite 
the Chairman’s best efforts) of the WDC 
Planning Committee on 24 March, the 
Committee gave the thumbs-down to the 
application by their own Council.  But the follow-
up was ironic!  The refusal forced WDC’s 
Property Department back to the drawing board 
and they discovered that, with a little tweaking 
of the coachway building design, it would be 
possible for the running track to continue at the 
Handy Cross site, for the time being.  All 
happiness in the end, except that we suspect the 
head teacher at SWR School really would have 
appreciated that new athletics track! 

New Sports Stadium  In February there were 
reports in the local press that the Council wants 
to build a new stadium for London Wasps and 
Wycombe Wanderers on Wycombe Air Park.  We 
subsequently went to watch a meeting of WDC’s 

Cabinet where it became clear that, even though 
that might have been the original idea, 
Councillors appreciated that such a move would 
be inconsistent with the Wycombe Development 
Framework Core Strategy, which has the Air 
Park firmly in the Green Belt, and the Planning 
Department has therefore embarked upon a 
programme of work to consider the Air Park 
alongside a number of alternative sites.  A report 
on options will be issued for public consultation 
in September leading eventually to a Public 
Inquiry in 2012.  The Society’s members hold a 
range of views: the Sands Residents Association 
would be delighted to see Adams Park vacated 
and put to commercial use; our Cressex 
members are voluble in defence of the Green 
Belt (as must our Society be), and other 
members value the countryside at a possible 
alternative site, Abbey Barn South.  We have met 
with Council’s Property Department to glean 
more information, but we must await the public 
consultation for fuller information. 

Hughenden Corridor  The Inspector’s report on 
Carey’s proposals for the De La Rue 
development dismissed Carey’s appeal, on the 
sole grounds that the proposed block 
overlooking Hughenden Park (“Block A”) was 
“overly dominant”, but rejected all the other 
grounds put forward by the Council against the 
proposals.  The result is that if Carey’s come up 
with a new proposal with a satisfactory design 
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for Block A, the Council will be obliged to accept 
it, despite reservations about the design of other 
blocks and the inadequate “green corridor”.  
Meanwhile, the WDC and BCC have together 
held a public consultation about proposals for a 
new “linear park” and “link road” through the 
CompAir site to the south.  The Group decided 
to welcome the proposed linear park 
incorporating the Hughenden Stream, but 
queried the need for a “link road” – as opposed 
to a “spine road” to serve the new industrial 
properties.  We sensed confusion about which 
traffic was intended to use the new link road – 
rat-running up Coates Lane to Downley perhaps? 
– and were particularly questioning about the 
suggestion of a full set of traffic lights where the 
link road (and “green corridor”) would cross 
Hughenden Avenue. 

Developer Contributions  The Town and Country 
Planning Acts allow Planning Authorities to 
require developers to make payments towards 
infrastructure that is made necessary by their 
developments.  This can cover a wide range of 
work – neighbouring road works are the most 
obvious one, but schools, health centres and 
“community centres” are 
others.   

Readers will remember 
that we have welcomed 
in the past in these 
pages the Council’s 
declared intention to 
remove the Abbey Way 
flyover and open up the 
historic River Wye – the 
reason why our town is 
here in the first place!  
However, where can the money will come from?  
At a meeting of the High Wycombe Local 
Community Partnership we were told that all the 
works preparatory to the removal of the flyover 
are programmed in the Developer Contribution 
forward plan for completion by 2014 – huge 
progress indeed! 

And now for this report’s light relief.  In our 
Spring issue we noted that the Group welcomed 
a new proposal for a care home on the old 
Express Dairy site in Keep Hill Road.  This duly 
came to the WDC Planning Committee on 
21 April and was approved.  But it needn’t have 

come to Committee at all.  Cllr Trevor Snaith 
(Lib Dem) has long campaigned for better 
community facilities in Ryemead ward and 
thought he spotted an opportunity!  Could not 
the developers of the so-called “Ryeview Manor” 
be required to pay for some such facilities?  
Alas, it was pointed out that the care home was 
intended for dementia patients, and the last 
thing that their carers would want was to 
encourage them to go offsite to a community 
centre.  There was no way it could be argued 
that such a need was created by the 
development.  Senior councillors roundly attack-
ed Cllr Snaith for wasting officers’ time by 
asking for the application to be considered by 
the Committee and included in a site visit rather 
than being decided by “delegated authority”.  
Nice try?  Well, no, a lost cause from the start, 
Trevor!  But it was the General Election two 
weeks later.  Perhaps that had something to do 
with it!   

The importance of “massing”  When town 
planners refer to “massing” they mean the 
perceived bulk of a building and how it fits in 
with its surroundings.  We have had two 

dramatic – nay, grue-
some – examples of this 
recently on the fringes of 
the town centre.  The 
“Big Yellow” storage 
building on London Road 
has a façade which, at 8 
metres, is no higher than 
the Curry’s and Home-
base buildings either 
side of it, which is why 
neither the Group nor 

the Council opposed it, but behind, it rises to 15 
metres, giving acute visual indigestion to anyone 
who looks that way.  On the West Wycombe 
Road, a conversion of Nos. 179-183 to flats was 
refused by the Council on the grounds that, by 
joining two buildings together, it would interrupt 
the longitudinal “rhythm” of the road.  The 
Inspector disagreed, and allowed it on appeal.  
But, now that we can see it, the real crime is not 
the width of the new building but its height – 
something which neither the Group nor Council 
officers spotted.  Had we all opposed it on those 
grounds, we might have got the appeal turned 
down. 

 

 

Transport 

Salvation Through Sustainability 
including sustainable transport and inward investment 

The first Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, identified the depletion of the planet’s vital 
resources (see below).  Since then, sustainable development has become widely understood as 
development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations (of the growing world population) to meet their own needs.   

179-183 West Wycombe Road.  Just too high! 
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That Summit assembled an international audi-
ence, including Heads of State, to launch the 
debate on how to achieve this sustainability.  
Since then there have been developments in 
renewable energy, the recycling of many valu-
able materials, and the sustainable management 
of many aspects of economies and the 
environment.   

Sustainability: land, water, energy.  Land 
conservation is essential for maintaining living 
space, landscape, habitats for biodiversity, food 
production, fodder crops, natural textiles, and 
new ‘renewable’ products.  In a world faced with 
rising sea levels and new areas of drought and 
flooding, sustainable food production in cities 
must also be considered, as practised 
successfully in Cuba.  In many parts of the 
world, improved harvesting of water is needed to 
ensure supplies.  A low carbon economy is 
necessary for reducing carbon emissions to 
combat climate change, and also to reduce use 
of coal and oil to aid long-term energy security, 
as well as to conserve oil which is an important 
raw material in many chemical industries (e.g.  
plastics, textiles, pharmaceuticals, adhesives 
and much more). 

Transport is essential for the movement of 
goods and people, over short and long 
distances, and so good sustainable public 
transport connections are vital, not least to 
attract inward investment, which is a key 
component of successful modern economies.  
Sustainable transport must make efficient use of 
energy and land, and must be attractive to 
potential users, particularly to motorists, 
because cars use much fuel and land – for road 
space and parking spaces everywhere, as well as 
causing congestion and wasting time and fuel.   

Which forms of public transport are most 
sustainable? Steel wheels on rails use energy 
more efficiently than rubber tyres on any 
surface, and vehicles guided by rails use less 
land than unguided ones.  In many situations, 
light rail is more appropriate than heavy rail, 
and is more energy-efficient due to its lower 
weight, which permits cheaper infrastructure 
and needs less land alongside its track, as well 
as being quieter and less conspicuous.  (In 
Zurich, trams ride unguarded safely through a 
pedestrian area.)  Also, light rail is much more 
successful than buses in attracting motorists 
from their cars.  Ultra-light rail with a hybrid 
power mechanism (top speed 40-50mph) is even 
more energy-efficient, and can run on recycled 
carbon,  i.e. biogas prepared from waste matter.   

Securing sustainable transport.  Reopening 
disused rail tracks offers many opportunities.  
Working out the best way in each case requires 
expert engineering judgements, but the rewards 
can be substantial – transport that is energy-

efficient, encourages inward investment, is 
popular with the public, uses a minimum of land 
and cuts pollution and congestion.   

There are five miles of such disused track 
between High Wycombe and Bourne End 
stations, which could link with five miles of 
current track for a frequent light rail link 
between High Wycombe and the Thames Valley, 
on a route where commuting now generates 
more than a quarter of a million car miles every 
day.  The new link would also connect main line 
services at High Wycombe and Maidenhead 
stations.  In the 40 years since the disused 
section closed, many thousands of new homes 
and businesses have been built in the area, but 
there has been no new public transport 
infrastructure.  Also, the decline of Wycombe’s 
famous furniture industry further increases the 
need for inward investment.  Maidenhead 
Council voted unanimously in September 2009 
to support the re-opening, and Chiltern Railways 
would welcome a link to the south, but some 
Wycombe councillors are opposing it. 

Sustainable road public transport.  For local 
journeys which are not possible by rail, light rail, 
bicycle or walking, scheduled bus services are 
commonly time-consuming and waste energy.  A 
recent national study by the Open University 
noted many empty bus seats, in urban and rural 
areas.  A new door-to-door service, to be called 
‘Flexibus’ (avoiding parking charges and includ-
ing trips to and from the rail stations and light 
rail stops) is being developed in the Wycombe 
urban area by a private hire firm.  It will run only 
when and where requested, and use special 
computer software to bring together small 
groups of up to seven people travelling in the 
same general direction, to share small vehicles 
which are fuel-efficient and follow flexible routes 
and provide ‘taxi’-type convenience, but with 
‘taxi’ charges reduced by the sharing.  The 
Flexibus will thus use fuel efficiently and require 
very little land for parking – mostly only briefly, 
when picking up and setting down passengers. 

Summary.  The combination of the proposed 
new light rail service and the Flexibus would 
much improve transport connections in and 
around Wycombe, simultaneously lowering the 
carbon footprint, attracting the essential inward 
investment, reducing heavy congestion and 
pollution in many places, and releasing car park 
land for more sustainable purposes. 

P.S.  Good news! May 2010: North Sea conser-
vation measures have restored cod stocks to 
sustainable levels.  March 2010:  British Gas 
succeed in recycling carbon by processing brewery 
waste, to produce methane that can be fed into the 
gas mains. 

Elsa Woodward 
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Quality Counts! 2010 
THE QUALITY Counts! coach tours laid on each year by Wycombe District Council are always 
stimulating and interesting.  The theme is to visit recent developments, either close at hand in 
Wycombe District or further afield, and try, sometimes with the assistance of the architects if they 
are available, to tease out the lessons for local planning policy.  One can only admire the 
resourcefulness of the Council’s Planning & Sustainability Department in putting these events 
together.  This year’s tour took as its theme “rural development” and is less directly relevant to our 
Society’s work, because we tend to focus our efforts on the town. 

But it was no less interesting.  
We started by dropping in to the 
Rebellion Brewery in Marlow 
Bottom.  Sophisticated beer-
lovers will know this place but it 
was an eye-opener to the rest of 
us.  A farm that had been having 
difficulty making ends meet in 
the modern agricultural age was 
driven to diversify and has done 
so remarkably successfully.  The 
farm buildings turned out to be 
well-adapted to their new role, 
and in planning terms the 
development was uncontroversial.  
Whereas historic barns can be hand-
some (indeed, they are sometimes 
listed), modern farm buildings are often 
not things of beauty, but we have come 
to accept them and they “fit in” as part 
of the rural scene, and changing their 
use to a brewery makes no difference to 
this.  Moreover, the profits from the 
Brewery have made the farm viable, and 
farming continues, albeit on a smaller 
scale than before.  The development 
makes a change from the “artisan units” and 
visitors’ centres which many farmers have to 
opt for when diversifying. 

Our next theme was rural 
infill where we visited  
Naphill and Great 
Kingshill.  Planning policy 
is rightly demanding for 
this type of development.  
Both these villages are in 
the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, and the Core 
Strategy requires the 
Council to conserve and enhance the AONB 
and its setting, and to ensure that new 
development “respects the particular character 
and sense of place of villages”.  We noted that 
developers had, almost universally, 
decided to go for what they perceive as 
the traditional building materials – 
brick with flint facing.  This in itself 
was very successful – the new housing 
was easy on the eye and, in terms of 
materials, blended well with the 
village landscapes.  (Indeed, several of 

these properties were being built 
by a local specialist firm, 
“Country Craftsman Ltd.”)  The 
problem was that in some cases 
the buildings themselves were 
massive and heavy and were 
incongruous on that account 
alone.  Furthermore some were 
clearly mass-produced, lacking 
persuasive individual variation.  
At the Fairways development in 
Kingshill, we saw serried ranks 
of these “traditional” buildings, 
and on the site of the Royal Oak 

we saw the implausibly-named Royal 
Oak Mews which was a massive terrace 
described as “a development of 13 
luxury two & three bedroom homes 
coming soon”!  Other properties boasted 
false date bricks testifying to their 
alleged construction in the 18th 
century!  It was hard at first not to 
believe such brazen lies carved in stone! 

In the face of such assertiveness, the 
Council’s planning officers can only do 

so much: they can refuse massive areas of 
hardstanding for the 4x4s, and forbidding 
double gates and high fences, but beyond that, 

they must face the fact 
that there is clearly public 
demand for these places.  
Sadly, though, the end 
result is that the character 
of the ancient villages is 
overwhelmed by the new. 

After a pleasant lunch (for 
which we all paid, honest!) 
at Princes Risborough Golf 
Club, our third theme was 
“rural exception sites for 

affordable housing”.  This has been 
Government policy since the mid-1980s: lack 
of affordable housing for people brought up in 

the countryside has not only been bad 
for those people but it has contributed 
to depopulation of rural areas.  The 
solution, small developments of 
inexpensive homes which, but for the 
rural exceptions policy would not 
receive planning permission, has 
posed a challenge for planners but, 

Co-founder Mark Gloyens has had
plenty of practice showing off his
smashing brewery, aided by
demure farmer’s wife Kim
Jameson. 

Farm diversifica-
tion takes many
forms! 

The inaptly-named “Charity Cottages”, subject
of long tussles with WDC’s planners. 

Wot?  1777?  Expect
us to believe that? 
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interestingly, these places’ inexpensiveness 
and lack of ostentation mean that, in small 
numbers, they can fit in 
remarkably well. 

After briefly dropping off 
at a “social housing” 
site (price: £245,000 
per unit!) at Rectory 
Court in Princes 
Risborough, our final 
visit was something 
utterly different: the 
former pharmaceuticals 
offices at Saunderton – once the site of 
Wycombe Workhouse designed by George 
Gilbert Scott – which have now been taken over 
and refurbished by the Clare Foundation.  This 

charitable enterprise was launched in April by 
Mike Clare, formerly of Dreams plc, to provide 
accommodation and advice for charities 

needing workspace and 
guidance: an exciting 
development and we 
wish it well. 

And so to bed – well, 
back to Easton Street, 
to be precise.  Once 
again we congratulate 
and thank Wycombe 
District Council for 

laying on such an engrossing Quality Counts! 
tour.  As we go to press, we anticipate the 
annual Planning Forum where we shall join 
others in mulling over the lessons of the day. 

 

A Personal View of the Mayor Making Celebrations 
Sometimes I wear a red hat, together with a purple top.  I meet others similarly attired.  As “ladies 
of a certain age”, we meet monthly to enjoy activities and have fun.  We are members of the High 
Wycombe branch of the Red Hat Society (inspired in America by the famous Jenny Joseph poem).  

We recently enjoyed a very 
pleasant afternoon exploring 
High Wycombe via the High 
Wycombe Society Town Trail.  
We began in All Saints’ Parish 
Church with a most informative 
and scholarly tour by John Gore.  
Mary Woodman continued as our 
guide, taking us round the town, 
to Pann Mill and back to the 
Eden Centre.  Both John and 
Mary were excellent guides 
presenting much information in 
a friendly, effective way.  I would 
recommend this guided tour, although that is 
not my purpose in writing.  (I think the next 
H.W. Society Town Trail will be in next May.) 

Following this 
very successful 
Red Hatters 
outing, I looked 
forward to sam-
pling the his-
toric Mystery 
Tours on offer, 
as well as the 
Italian market 
and other attractions in Frogmoor on the day 
of the Mayor Making. 

All boded well: the guides (in mediaeval 
costumes) were students of Performing Arts at 
the New Bucks University.  The tour went from 
White Hart Street to the old Library Gardens, 
returning back down the High Street to the 
Parish Church, where our own David Snoxell 
appeared and gave an excellent guided tour.  
We made several stops where the guides 

encouraged the participants by 
asking questions about the 
locality and its history.  This was 
positive and well done.  
Compared with our Society’s 
tours, the information imparted 
was more limited.  However, it 
was a busy Saturday morning 
and perhaps a discussion of the 
Georgian features of our High 
Street was not practical. 

But there was a new element: 
two amateur actors had been 
engaged to add colour to the 

proceedings.  A dignified, dapper Benjamin 
Disraeli popped up by the foundation stone of 
the old Conservative Club in the High Street to 

explain his con-
nection to the 
town. 

Further along, 
in complete con-
trast, a rough 
peasant extolled 
the virtues of “a 
good hanging” 
on the Rye and 

the entertainment it offered.   
The Mayor Making itself was well-organised 
with the very effective Town Crier in charge, 
and the Italian market offered a great range of 
authentic and tasty fare. 
It was interesting to see a fresh approach to 
the town walk. After all, we have been 
organising trails for over 40 years. 

Annie Woodward 

Gardner Close on the Fairways site.  Well, they may be
faced in flint and brick, but you can’t deny that really it’s
a row of large modern detached houses. 

Benjamin Disraeli made a guest
appearance on the town walk. 

The Italian farmers’ market was full of tasty goodies – scrumpscissimo! 
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Quarterly Meeting 

The History of High Wycombe (on film) 
This was the title of the Quarterly Meeting held on 19th March, postponed from January because of 
the snow.  John Smithson of the High Wycombe Film Society introduced four films, the first of 
which was “The Town That Nearly Died Of Traffic”.  Cliff Michelmore was the commentator and 
interviewer for this film which was made in 1972 and dealt with the enormous pressure put on High 
Wycombe by the sheer volume of traffic passing through it.  Out-of-town shops were springing up 
and town centres were dying from traffic congestion.  The building of the M40 was the first stage in 
relieving this congestion.  Ewart Steevens, a former honorary chairman of the Society spoke in 
praise of the motorway as did several business men around the town.  Not unnaturally café owners 
on the A40 were not quite so enthusiastic!  Loudwater residents were happy though: their fears that 
the motorway would divide the village were unfounded. 

August 1970 saw the 
building of the Inner 
Relief Road at the cost 
of £1.5 million.  Jack 
Scruton, our honorary 
secretary at the time, 
talked about the 
Council’s wish to put 
the road across the 
Rye.  This led to the 
formation of the Rye 
Protection Society to 
oppose such a crass 
idea.  The decision 
about the route of the 
road eventually went 
before a special com-
mittee of the House of 
Lords where Jack gave evidence that a road 
built on the Rye would seriously damage  both 
the town and the environment.  Fortunately 
common sense and the Society prevailed and 
the relief road was rerouted.  Coincidentally, 
the High Wycombe Society grew out of this.  It 
was agreed that this film should be compulsory 
viewing for all councillors! 

The second film of the 
evening dealt with 
Wycombe’s unique 
Mayor-making cere-
mony.  On 22 May 
1980, Mrs Kathleen 
Peatey was the Mayor-
Elect and Tony Robin-
son the outgoing 
Mayor.  There were 
scenes of the formali-
ties being held in the 
Guildhall before both 
Mayors came out to 
take part in the weigh-
ing ceremony.  The 
Mayor and Charter Trustees are weighed before 
taking office and on leaving.  If found to be 
heavier on leaving, the cry goes up “And some 

more” and the crowd 
boos, as this indicates 
that they have gained 
weight at the towns-
people’s expense!  If 
the cry goes up “And 
no more” then they 
are deemed to have 
acted fairly and are 
respectfully clapped. 

Following on from 
Wycombe’s 700-year-
old tradition of Mayor-
making was a film, 
The People’s Land, 
recalling the founding 
of the National Trust 
in 1895.  Several 

places were featured; among them Bodiam 
Castle, a  moated manor house in East Sussex, 
and Little Moreton Hall, an Elizabethan timber-
framed building in Cheshire.  Our own West 
Wycombe village was shown complete with an 
old open-topped bus with an outside staircase, 
trundling down the road. 

The final film was a 
spoof trailer of an 
American film of the 
Fifties:  “She was 
called Mame but spelt 
it S-H-A-M-E”.  An-
other quote was “she 
climbed the social 
ladder sin by sin and 
man by man”.  Obvi-
ously destined for a 
no-good end!  It was an 
amusing end to a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
and interesting eve-
ning, courtesy of the 

High Wycombe Film Society. 
Janet Tully

 

The High Street on a crowded market day with traffic, July
1957.  SWOP Bucks Free Press 03282 

The partially-constructed viaduct on the M40 at Loudwater,
November 1967. SWOP Bucks Free Press 04636 
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Local Listing - A Heritage Project   
You may recall the article by Chris Woodman in the Winter Newsletter which outlined the 
background and status of locally listed buildings.  Without repeating all of the information detailed 
in the article the “bottom line” is that if we as a Society wish to see suitable buildings, landscapes 
or archaeology submitted for “Local Listing” then it is down to us to make the case. 
I am writing this article having just been to a 
very interesting exploratory meeting with 
officers from Wycombe District Council 
Planning and Sustainability Department.  They 
are extremely keen to extend the Local List and 
say that this would not be possible without the 
assistance of Societies such as ourselves.  We 
hope they may soon obtain authorisation from 
Councillors to start 
the process for the 
whole district.  Subject 
to approval being 
given, they will then 
give support and 
guidance to the High 
Wycombe Society 
team, who would 
undertake the role of 
nominating buildings 
and completing the 
research. 
Local listing, unlike 
national listing of 
buildings overseen by 
central government 
and English Heritage, 
does not give statutory 
protection.  The idea of 
the list is not about 
placing heavy restric-
tions on buildings and 
structures, but 
instead highlighting 
their importance for 
local councils and 
particularly planning departments, especially 
when dealing with modifications and potential 
demolition of all or part of a structure.  
Hopefully, developers and others can be 
educated into understanding this is a local 
asset which needs to be enhanced, adding 
value, rather than always thinking that the 
only solution is to demolish. 

Your help is required!!  
I put up my hand to help and have since 
agreed to lead this heritage project on behalf of 
the Society.  I must stress that in doing so I do 
not bring any specialist skills that qualify me 
for this role – only the desire, having been born 
and lived in Wycombe all my life, to see 

buildings and other 
assets managed in a 
way that retains our 
sense of local identity 
and history. 
It’s been agreed to 
launch this project at 
the Friends’ Meeting 
House, London Road, 
at 7.30pm on Friday 
16th July 2010.  At 
this meeting I will 
present how I see the 
project being organ-
ised and researched.  
Please try and come 
along to this meeting 
where I will be asking 
for help and assis-
tance from Society 
Members and Affili-
ated Groups to 
become part of the 
Survey Team.  Follow-
ing my meeting with 
the Council I feel that 
this could potentially 
be an exciting project 

for the Society, working in partnership with the 
Council with the common goal of protecting, 
wherever possible, our remaining visible 
heritage.  If you are unable to attend please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you wish to help 
or are aware of buildings or assets that you 
wish to nominate. 

Peter Batchelor 

My contact details: Tel 01494 446182; Email peterbatchelor@hotmail.co.uk; Mobile 07757 826886. 
 

 

Exposed! 
Yes, this is what the Pann Mill Workshop looks like with no roof 
on!  Just as untidy as we always thought it was!  But never mind, 
the new roof was fitted on the weekend of 22 May (replacing the 
one that was rusted through and definitely not safe to stand on) 
and now it looks as good as ever.  Not quite as nice as Margaret’s 
garden, but then, it’s not meant be conspicuous! 

Food for Thought: 
Would you list this building? 

One of the few remaining Wycombe Furniture Workshops,
this building in Temple End, formerly “Forward and
Donnelly”, closed in the 1960s. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

The Work of the SPAB 
On Friday 7th May members of the High Wycombe Society heard an informative and thought-
provoking talk by Elaine Byrne, a caseworker for the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
(SPAB).  Her presentation was illustrated by photographs. 
Elaine told us that the SPAB was founded by William Morris in 1877 as he was horrified by the 
over-zealous restoration of many of the country’s mediaeval churches.  The particular example that 
spurred him to action was St Alban’s Abbey. 

Morris wrote a manifesto to justify his views.  We were shown a small part of it, but it is worth 
looking it up and reading the whole thing as it puts the SPAB in context.  Here is a taste of it:  

It is for all these buildings, therefore, of all times and styles, that we plead, and call 
upon those who have to deal with them, to put Protection in the place of Restoration, to 
stave off decay by daily care, to prop a perilous wall or mend a leaky roof by such 
means as are obviously meant for support or covering, and show no pretence of other 
art, and otherwise to resist all tampering with either the fabric or ornament of the 
building as it stands; if it has become inconvenient for its present use, to raise another 
building rather than alter or enlarge the old one; in fine to treat our ancient buildings 
as monuments of a bygone art, created by bygone manners, that modern art cannot 
meddle with without destroying. 

Elaine then clearly set out how the 
SPAB interprets the manifesto today.  
The guiding principle is still 
protection not restoration; while they 
recognise that buildings are not 
museum pieces, they believe that 
each layer of history should be 
clearly defined.  There should be no 
pastiche, but good modern designs 
should be encouraged.  The SPAB is 
not opposed to change, but changes 
should be justified and hopefully 
reversible, for example, by using 
‘pods’.  Repairs should be able to be 
read as repairs e.g. using tiles to 
repair a piece of stone that is 
missing.  Doors and windows should 
be repaired not replaced  
The SPAB is against ‘façadism and 
fakery’ and believes that whole 
buildings should be preserved.  In 
extreme cases it would be better for 

a building to be recorded and 
demolished and replaced by a well-
designed modern building. 
In the spirit of William Morris, the 
SPAB is particularly keen on the 
honesty of materials.  Architectural 
salvage can be dubious and 
encourage demolition, whereas 
newly-made materials can encourage 
craft skills.  The use of lime is 
important in prevention of deteriora-
tion and in allowing damp to be 
absorbed.   
The most important thing however is 
the maintenance of buildings.  How 
many of us had heard of the 
National Gutters Day in November? 
Perhaps this year we should all take 
part. 
The work of the SPAB includes 
technical advice and education.  

St Alban’s Abbey: (left) in its original
mediaeval form, and (right) after the
Victorian restoration.   

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS REPRODUCED BY 
COURTESY OF SPAB. 

A reversible change using
a “pod”. 

“Only 3 new heads and
6 new handles!” 
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They run courses for 
professionals and home-owners 
and issue information sheets.  
They fund scholarships and 
fellowships for architects and 
craftspeople.  There are 8,500 
members who receive the 
magazine ‘Cornerstone’.  There is 
also a Mills section which is semi-
independent.  The SPAB is a 
statutory consultee for all listed 
building applications for buildings 
dating before 1720 where there is 
an element of demolition.  As 
there are a tremendous number 
of applications, they have to be 
selective in the cases they take 
up.  This seems to have been 
particularly apparent for the High 
Wycombe buildings.   
Elaine could find four of our  
buildings in which the SPAB had 
been consulted.  The first was the 
Grammar School which was formerly the 
Hospital of St. John the Baptist.  It was 
threatened with demolition in 1881.  The SPAB 
visited in 1882 and wrote a report.  They were 
further consulted in 1906 after the demolition.  
The ruins were stabilised in 1907.  The SPAB 
had a minimal, late involvement with the Old 

Chequers and commented on two 
schemes for repairs to the 
Guildhall in 1936 and 1971.  The 
most interest shown by the 
audience was in the SPAB 
involvement with All Saints 
Church.  This has been ongoing 
from 1922 until the present day.  
They are consultants in the plans 
for re-ordering the interior and 
building in the churchyard. 
Elaine answered questions about 
the church.  When asked how far 
the SPAB has to compromise on 
the manifesto, she said there is 
some compromise, but they look 
at every building on its merits.  
On the whole they have a good 
relationship with English Heritage 
and the other Amenity Societies 
such as the Victorian Society.  
This is helped by agreement on 
the dates of buildings that each 

amenity society comments on. 
The vote of thanks was given by Annie 
Woodward who summed up the interest the 
talk had provided, and informal discussion 
continued over tea. 

Barbara Wallis 
 

 

Publicity Please! 
 

 

No you don’t have to be a Max Clifford, but this is what our posters 
will look like if someone doesn’t volunteer to be our Publicity Officer 
soon.  All you need is the ability to put together a poster (perhaps on 
a computer) about our forthcoming events, pin them on a few notice-
boards around town to which we have access, and then tell the 
Bucks Free Press, “What’s on in Wycombe”, High Wycombe Library 
and various other groups who may be interested in the subject. 

Contact Mary Woodman on 01494 528106 soon, please! 

 

Using cement mortar with old
bricks can cause the bricks to
leech away leaving only the
mortar. 

Could National Gutters Day
have saved this building
earlier? 

The old Grammar School, incorporating a 12th century
Norman hall, whose destruction the SPAB could not
prevent in 1882. 

The “new” Victorian Grammar School, vacated when the
school moved again in 1915, as it appears today. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr J Dowdy of Parsonage Close, HW. 
Miss S Emery of Malmers Well Rd., HW. 
Mr P Green of Brands Hill Ave., HW. 
Mrs E Porter of The Quadrant, HW. 
Mr S Zachary of Naphill. 
 

 

FAGAM 
The next meeting of the Forum for Affiliated 
Groups and All Members (FAGAM) is in the 
Friends’ Meeting House on 9 July.  At these 
meetings we have very good exchanges about all 
sorts of matters of interest to the Society.  This 
is your opportunity to raise issues of concern to 
you or the affiliated group you represent, 
particularly on matters concerning planning, 
transport and The Rye.  It would be helpful, but  
not essential, if you could advise the Hon. Sec. 
in advance of any issues you intend to raise: this 
will help the Executive members to be better 
prepared. 
 

 

From the Editor… 
Many thanks to all those who have contributed 
copy for this issue.  Material for the Autumn 
2010 issue should reach me at 29 Maybrook 
Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 
528106) by 20 August. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

Thanks, and HELP!!! 
You know who you are… 
Yes, all the wonderful helpers who turned out for 
our May Pann Mill Open Day in overcast 
weather.  Thanks go to our regulars and also to 
all those of you who gave an hour or two to man 
the various stalls.  We had a steady stream of 
visitors and were pleasantly surprised at how 
well we did. 

The next Pann Mill Open Day, 
Sunday 18 July, coincides with 
the Wycombe Half-Marathon.  
We hope to attract those 
visitors who have time to fill 
while awaiting the arrival of 

their exhausted loved ones at the finishing line. 

Yes, we will need helpers for all stalls so again a 
request for all of you with an hour to spare to 
please call Mary Woodman at 01494 528106 to 
volunteer your services at the stall of your 
choice. 

And Produce, please! 
Apples and aubergines, pears and parsnips, 

radishes and raspberries, 
strawberries and sweetcorn… 
just a few suggestions of 
produce our green-fingered 
members might be able to 
offer for sale at our Pann Mill 

Open Day on 12 September.  Please contact Ann 
Simone (01494 448773) for details. 

Programme & Membership Group 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday, 2nd July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Pioneers in Meteorology.  Speaker: Malcolm 
Walker, Meteorological Society. 

Friday, 9th July 
7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House, 
25 London Road 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and All Members (see above). 

Friday, 16th July 
7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House, 
25 London Road 

Listed Buildings project: Initial Meeting (see p.9). 

Sunday, 18th July 
11am–5pm 

Pann Mill Open Day, 11am–5pm.  Bric-a-brac stall, teas & 
cakes, sale of flour (water level permitting), children’s activities.  
Also Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Tuesday, 10th August Members’ outing by coach to Highgrove.  (All tickets have now 
been allocated.) 

Sunday, 12th September  
11am–5pm 

National Heritage Day.  Pann Mill open.  Crafts by Society 
Members, Bric-a-brac stall, plants and produce, sale of flour 
(water level permitting).  Also Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and 
finish at Pann Mill. 

Wednesday, 3rd November 
7.30pm  Bucks New University 

Quarterly Meeting: Preparing for Chiltern Mainline.  Speaker: 
Adrian Shooter, CBE, Chairman, Chiltern Railways. 

  

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


