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Spare a Thought… 
SPARE A thought for the men and women we elect as our Councillors.  It is their job to try to 
please everybody – a task that looks unachievable when it comes to the question of a new 
stadium for Wycombe Wanderers and London Wasps. 

It is difficult enough for us as an Amenity Society, clearly focused on preserving the environment 
– the glorious green surroundings of our very special town.  For the green airfield that is Booker 
Air Park to be given over to a massive 17,500-seater stadium (plus standing room for another 
4,000) with associated car parks, paved areas, and “enabling development” whose role is to 
create money by overriding the land’s Green Belt status and creating a massive extension of High 
Wycombe into its surrounding countryside, is absolutely unacceptable. 

But even we find we have members living close to the existing stadium for whom “anywhere else 
is better”.  So, even with our well-focused aims, we find we cannot reconcile the views of all our 
members. 

So spare a thought for the town’s elected representatives, who must also to try to keep football 
clubs in the town, cater for all our sporting needs and, of course, make ends meet.  Is it 
surprising that they say, “Well what about The Rye, then?”  “Far, far worse,” we have to shout.  Or 
Kingsmead?  Or the Broom Wade site?  And, “Well, couldn’t just the stadium go at Booker?”  
(“Leave the Green Belt alone, we said.”)  “Or just a few sports facilities?”  (“Well, that depends…”)  
“Is staying at Adams Park really so impossible?”  (“Well, you can’t build a new access across 
Green Belt land.”)  “Which is more important, green belt or green spaces in towns?” 

And so it goes on.  The options are so limited.  They seem desperate for ideas, and one can see 
why. 

But whatever you do, spare the Green Belt. 

(Letters from our readers welcome!) 

Chris Woodman 
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Planning This Quarter 
The quarter was marked by the Local Authority 
Elections, following which WDC Councillors 
chose a new Leader, Cllr Alex Collingwood, who 
in turn appointed as his Cabinet Member for 
Planning our old friend Cllr Hugh McCarthy 
(who, of course, resigned from the Society on his 
appointment – we hope to welcome him back 
one day).  And former Cabinet Member for 
Housing, Chris Watson, free of the burdens of 
office, has joined the Planning Group – WDC’s 
loss is our gain. 

Wycombe Community Stadium  Cllr Colling-
wood, as Chairman of WDC’s Improvement and 
Review Commission, had been in the lead of 
those sceptical about the proposal to put a new 
Community Stadium on Green Belt land at 
Booker Air Park, which the Society and many 
local groups had opposed.  As we go to press, 
we await with keen interest the Cabinet meeting 
on 18 July where they will consider “the 
Council’s future involvement with the project”.  It 
will then have to be seen whether the project is 
still considered an appropriate one for local 
authority financial participation, and whether 
any more acceptable location is practicable.  
Meanwhile, Cllr Collingwood’s statements 
suggest that the renewal of the Sports Centre is 
higher on his list of priorities.  

Daws Hill and Abbey Barn South  Following the 
meeting on 31 March of Planning and Transport 
Group representatives with the ward member, 
Cllr Clarke, in March, we sent off a considered 
response noting that the Council has previously 
failed to find satisfactory ways of introducing 
adequate road access and that the sites are not 
suitable for large-scale development at the 
present time, and should not be regarded as 
prime building land. 

HS2  Tony Fooks attended an “awayday” in Kent 
on 6 May to visit and learn the lessons from the 
HS1 high-speed line.  The visit was far from 
reassuring and the Group decided to support the 
position of the Chiltern Society and others who 
have produced a Right Lines Charter stating the 
conditions under which a high-speed line north 
of London might be supported. 

Planning Forum, Localism and Tesco  The 
annual WDC Planning Forum on 30 June 
provided an opportunity not only to review the 
lessons of the Quality Counts Tour (report now 
held over until the Autumn Newsletter due to lack of 
space–Ed.) but to be updated on how the 
Government’s Localism policy will be 
implemented in Wycombe District.  We remain 
cynical about the one-sided nature of the 
Government’s exercise.  In the Council’s words, 
“The Government have stressed that the 
Neighbourhood Development Plans are not a 

mechanism for resisting development but for 
setting out local policies about where growth 
should go and how it should happen.”  On 25 
May, the Public Inquiry opened into Tesco’s 
appeal for their application for a new 
supermarket at Bourne End, widely opposed by 
local interests.  They peddled their usual line 
that people use their shops, therefore they must 
be in the public interest!  Try telling that to the 
burghers of Gerrards Cross!  Alas, the details of 
Planning Law are such that WDC judged it was 
not worth spending Council money defending the 
case, and it was left to local residents to do the 
best they could. 

Supplementary Planning Documents: Housing 
Intensification and Community Facilities WDC 
have issued consultation documents on these 
two subjects.  “Housing intensification” means 
“infill”, for which an effective policy is essential 
to preserve the urban environment.  The 
“Community Facilities” document provoked 
lively debate in the Group: the Council has a 
policy of making it difficult for community 
facilities (which include pubs, and also isolated 
shops or those in suburban shopping parades) 
to be redeveloped for non-community uses, but 
how far should one go in loading “penalties” on 
to the costs of a redevelopment? 

Visit the Council old and new…. 
Our second summer visit is arranged for 
Tuesday August 23rd.  Meeting at 2.00pm,  
Society members are invited to the offices of 
Wycombe Council for a two-part session. In the 
past two years, this has been a very successful 
“add-on” when we have been taking groups 
from other towns on tours of Wycombe and the 
Programme & Membership Group decided it 
should be offered to our members too. 

In the Mayor’s Parlour we will see the regalia 
and old charters and hear the history of the 
mayoralty in Wycombe. The first charter was 
granted to the town by Henry III in 1237 and 
the first known mayor was Rodger Outred. 

The second part of the visit will take place in 
the modern Council Chamber.  Here a member 
of the Cabinet will explain the roles of the 
Cabinet, the Council and the various 
committees in the decision-making process.  
With some controversial decisions in the news 
lately this should be an informative talk. 

The visit is free but members may like to make 
a contribution to the Mayor’s Appeal.  This year 
the appeal is focusing on four youth charities: 
Streetdreams, Wycombe Youth Action, Young 
Carers and Wycombe Young Minds. 

Please telephone Mary Woodman on 01494 
528106 if you are interested in this visit. 
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Reflections on the Cemetery Tour 
HAVING BEEN an integral part of the Progress 
Window project exhibition in the Library at 
Eden, I became interested to learn where the 
Pioneers all ended up. Of course, none could 
cheat death and most ended up in our local 
cemetery. 

So it was that I and 25 other participants made 
our way to the cemetery one sunny May 
evening to meet up with Sally Scagell who was 
running the tour called “A window through 
time”. 

Sally was in full Victorian 
mourning costume, dressed 
entirely in full-length black dress 
and poke bonnet with a tiny bit of 
black lace at her neck but no 
jewellery. She explained about 
Victorian mourning customs and 
what life would be like for a widow 
in those times. 

Sally started the tour at the Pepin 
grave: an inscription in French 
suggested they were related to 
French nobility. 

We moved around the graveyard 
listening attentively to the stories 
of the pioneers in the Progress 
window. It appears that the great 
and the good remained so because 
they married their sons and 
daughters to each other, thereby 
increasing their wealth and family 
ties. Most of the Pioneers lived in 
the High Street or close by so they would have 
known each other quite well. 

The ground was uneven in places and we had 

to tread carefully. Wild ox-eye daisies were in 
profusion and the graveyard appeared to be a 
quiet peaceful place. There were large areas 
between the plots that were grassed over. Sally 
told us that these areas were not empty but 
contained the remains of the poor, lying in 
public graves with no marker or headstone. We 
were told that in Victorian Times the water 
supply to the town may have been 
contaminated by the foul emanations of the 
graves seeping into the ground water. 

We learnt about body-snatchers, 
vaults and mutes and the various 
epidemics of cholera, flu and 
puerperal fever (perinatal 
septicaemia–Ed.) which meant 
death was ever-present: people 
were nursed and died  at home. 
Famous last words were treasured 
and recorded. 

Finally we reached the Raffetys’ 
grave. Their memorial showed that 
they were grateful that their five 
sons survived the Great War, when 
so many others had died tragically 
young. 

It was an informative and salutary 
tour. In the modern age, death is a 
lifetime away and we expect to 
grow old. In Victorian times, death 
was ever-present and many 
families would have been in 
mourning and wearing black more 

often than not. Sometimes it is good to be 
reminded that we live in better times! 

Christine Clark 
 

 

The Old, The New, and the In-Between 

Those participating in the visit to the Mayor’s 
Parlour (see p.2) may like to note that when the 
Town Hall was built in 1902-1904, it was still 
some time before the Council Chamber moved 
from the Guildhall to Queen Victoria Road.  In 
1928 the Borough Council were still meeting in 
the Guildhall, but in this picture you see the 

official photograph of them meeting in the new 
Municipal Offices in Queen Victoria Road in 
1934.  This chamber is now Committee Rooms 
1 & 2, facing directly on to Queen Victoria 
Road with the Town Hall opposite.  It was 
superseded in the 1970s by the modern 
chamber, with room for the current 60 District 
Councillors, plus officers and members of the 
public, which we shall be visiting after the 
Mayor’s Parlour. 

And the Much More Modern… 
Yes, the Internet!  Members who describe 
themselves as “web-enabled” may like to note 
that Wycombe District Council now has web 
pages at http://mywycombe.wycombe.gov.uk/ 
where you can enter your address and find out 
all sorts of things from the bin collection dates 
and recycling points in your area to who all 
your District and County Councillors are. 

Sally Scagell in “widows’
weeds” arrives at the grave
of Guillaume Pepin. 
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AGM 2011 
The High Wycombe Society AGM took place on Friday 8th April in the Guildhall with 68 members 
present.  Frances Presland noted that her Hon. Secretary’s report would not be reporting on the 
activities of the Groups except in general terms, as they would be making their own report after the 
business of the AGM (see below).  The year’s quarterly meetings had featured talks about the work of 
the Society of Ancient Buildings, the Royal Meteorological Society, Chiltern Railways and Archaeology 
in Buckinghamshire.  There had also been a quiz night which was an enjoyable and successful event. 

She congratulated the Pann Mill Group on their 
hard work in preparing a business case and 
negotiating with Wycombe District Council to 
obtain a lease for the Pann Mill site.  The Forum 
for Affiliated Groups and Members (FAGAM) held 
three meetings over the year and these gave 
valuable information to the Executive Committee 
on members’ activities and concerns.  She 
thanked the Society’s new Publicity Officer, Tony 
Murphy, for his excellent publicity posters and 
Chris Woodman for his hard work in producing 
the Society Newsletter to a very high standard. 

The Treasurer’s Report 
Paul Meek then gave his Treasurer’s report, 
noting a £2,700 surplus, although there would 
be expenses incurred for the Oak Room Windows 
Project.  Pann Mill would also show larger-than-
normal expenditure, as two years’ payments of 
£100 per annum for the lease were made to 
Wycombe District Council because of delays in 
submitting an invoice to the Society.  An 
additional expense was for insurance covering 
the Mill activities, which is £771.38 per annum.  
Mr Meek concluded his report by mentioning 
that the Society was still obtaining Gift Aid, but 
this had now been reduced to 2.5%. 

Appointment of the President and Vice-Presidents 
Roger Lawson asked members to confirm that 
the President Stuart King and the four Vice-
Presidents John Gore, Dick Hoare, Myra Barratt 
and Kathleen Peatey should continue in office for 
the year.  The meeting did so unanimously. 

Election of Officers and Executive Committee 
Members 
The Officers of the Society, Roger Lawson 
(Chairman), Tony Fooks (Vice-Chairman), 
Frances Presland (Hon. Secretary) and Paul 
Meek (Hon. Treasurer) were all re-elected. 

Evelyn Roe retired as Vice-Chairman but 
continues to serve the Society as an Executive 
Committee Member, together with Trevor Carter, 
Alan Furness, Margaret Simmons, Roberta 
Wilson, Chris Woodman, Mary Woodman and 
Elsa Woodward who were all duly elected. 

Appointment of an Independent Examiner 
The Treasurer proposed that Allison Adamson 
should be reappointed as the Independent 
Examiner and this was agreed by those present. 

Any Other Business 
Neglected areas within High Wycombe 
Mr A Parr initiated a lively debate on the state of 

High Wycombe’s older areas, particularly 
Frogmoor.  Among other observations he noted 
the deterioration of the clock in White Hart 
Street and that hanging baskets were not 
maintained, with plants being allowed to die 
through lack of water.  It was agreed that the 
Hon. Secretary should write to Wycombe District 
Council about the issues raised during the 
discussion. 

Pann Mill model 
Mr B Honess wished to present the Society with 
a model of Pann Mill made by himself and the 
late Mr T Kearney, a former president of the 
society.  It was agreed that the presentation 
would take place on the May 15th Pann Mill 
Open Day. 

Civic Voice 
Another lively debate began on the question of 
the High Wycombe Society joining Civic Voice.  
There were clear benefits in doing so, as the 
society would be a member of an umbrella 
organisation of civic society members which 
would have far more influence collectively than 
would be possible by individual societies acting 
alone.  Members were concerned, however, by 
the cost of Civic Voice membership, and the 
Chairman suggested that the Executive 
Committee should take these concerns into 
account before taking a decision.  But it became 
clear that members felt they required more 
facts, and that the whole Society should decide.  
After further discussion it was determined that 
there should be an article in the Newsletter 
explaining the advantages and disadvantages of 
joining Civic Voice.  The Executive Committee 
would then make a recommendation on whether 
to join or not and a quarterly meeting would be 
made into an extraordinary General Meeting, at 
which members would be able to vote on the 
issue. 

This concluded the formal business of the AGM. 

Group Reports 

Planning – Andrew Taylor 
Andrew’s first example of the work done by the 
Planning Group over the past year was the 
Community Stadium project.  This was set up by 
Wycombe District Council to assess the 
feasibility of moving Wycombe Wanderers 
Football Club and Wasps Rugby Club to a new 
stadium with Booker being the preferred site.  
The High Wycombe Society opposed this 
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proposal, objecting that the case had not been 
made for a scheme that would damage the 
AONB and lead to loss of greenbelt land.  
Despite having hundreds of members, the High 
Wycombe Society submission counted as only 
one vote.  Wycombe District Council intends to 
push ahead with the proposal and the Society 
would respond once the documents for the 
proposed development have been issued. 

The Handy Cross coachway was to be funded by 
the Government, but since the last election there 
have been doubts if the project will be funded.  If 
there is no government money available then it 
is unlikely that the scheme will proceed. 

The Planning Group is keeping a watching brief 
on the High Speed 2 railway proposals and will 
be objecting to them in conjunction with the 
other local civic societies.  If HS2 does not go 
ahead then it is likely that there will be changes 
to the Chiltern railway line.  If this did happen it 
had been speculated that High Wycombe would 
become a bottleneck and the station was likely 
to be by-passed, leading to a greatly reduced 
service compared to the one we currently enjoy. 

Other planning issues included the new Premier 
Inn proposal, the De La Rue site, the Bartlett’s 
site, the Halfway House public house site, and 
the greenfield site of the US airbase which has 
been sold to a developer.  550 houses are 
proposed for the site and the existing 
infrastructure would be inadequate.  It has been 
suggested that Abbey Barn South, which was 
due to be used for housing in 2020, should be 
released early so that both sites can be 
developed together, which would make 
infrastructure costs more affordable.  Andrew 
suggested that High Wycombe should seriously 
consider whether or not it should agree to any 
more development and whether it wishes to lose 
any more of its green assets. 

Heritage Local Buildings project – Peter Batchelor 
Peter volunteered to lead a project to catalogue 
building and other assets within High Wycombe 
so that they could be added to the Wycombe 
District Council local list.  Peter reminded us 
that this would not add statutory protection 
(against demolition etc.) to any building on the 
list, but would give some prominence to 
buildings that are of local interest with the local 
authority.  Currently the buildings he has put 
forward to Wycombe District Council include 
Crown House School, the row of cottages in 
Temple End, and the Clock House at Temple 
End. 

The Transport Group – Elsa Woodward 
In December 2010, Bucks County Council 
launched a consultation to support its transport 
objectives, although there was little information 
on how the plans were to be advanced. However, 
it gave the Group an opportunity to give their 
views on railway policies and integrated 

transport systems.  The Group’s first proposal 
was to reopen the Bourne End to High Wycombe 
rail track with a frequent ultra-light rail (ULR) 
service to provide a connection between 
Wycombe and Maidenhead.  The greater part of 
traffic within High Wycombe goes via Handy 
Cross and this trend must be reversed.  ULR 
could do this. 

The second proposal was introduction of a 24-
hour door-to-door “flexibus” service, passengers 
travelling in the same direction sharing the 
vehicle.  A local private hire firm is pioneering 
the idea. 

The third proposal, for road traffic to run more 
smoothly, drew on the Group’s study of traffic 
lights within the town.  

Bucks County Council had also bid for central 
government funding for a range of sustainable 
traffic initiatives and wished to include the 
Transport Group as a “key strategic partner”. 

Friends of the Rye – Frances Presland 
The Friends of the Rye Group had not been able 
to develop the same sort of relationship with 
Wycombe District Council’s Community Services 
Department as the Planning Group has enjoyed 
with the Planning & Sustainability Department.  
This meant there had been little engagement 
with Wycombe District Council regarding such 
projects as the Rye Dyke fishing platforms, when 
the Group had to deal directly with the 
Environment Agency.  This was further illus-
trated by our recent concerns over the size of 
the “Information” boards which have appeared 
on the Rye.  The response to our request that 
these should be reduced to the legal size, was 
merely to uncouple them and claim that they 
were now two smaller (and therefore legal) 
notice boards despite the fact that they are just 
as intrusive. 

In view of this position, the Group has real 
concerns over the development of the Holywell 
Mead swimming pool complex, and believes that 
approaching the developer, Fusion Lifestyle, will 
yield better results than approaching Wycombe 
District Council.  It is envisaged that the Group 
will ask Fusion Lifestyle to attend a High 

By separating these two notice-boards, WDC made them
legal without having to apply to themselves for planning
permission and risk receiving objections! 
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Wycombe Society public meeting to explain the 
plans and listen to the views of local people in 
order to get a site we can all be proud of. 

Programme & Membership Group – Mary Woodman 
Mary introduced Tony Murphy as the High 
Wycombe Society Publicity Officer and reviewed 
the activities of the past year, including two 
excursions, the Arts Festival talk on King Zog 
and the planning that lay behind the Oak Room 
project exhibition and accompanying book.  The 
Group had supported the Pann Mill Open Days 
and had organised other groups and 
organisations to take part to add extra interest 
to these popular events. 

Future events would include a talk in July by 
John Tyler on the changing wildlife of the 
Chilterns and one in January by Stan Cauvain on 
milling and baking, past and present.  Two 
outings are planned for later in the year, one to 
Brooklands Museum, the birthplace of British 
motorsport with a motor and aviation museum, 
and a visit to the Mayor’s Parlour, followed by a 
talk how Wycombe District Council works. 

The Pann Mill Group – Alan Furness 
Alan described the Group’s activities to maintain 
and improve the Mill, including creating a 
barrier around the relief channel to protect the 
garden from erosion by rapidly-flowing water, 
and the installation of a wheel-control sluice.  
Last year the project had enjoyed three good 
Open Days with plenty of water and there had 
been three educational visits, two from schools 
and one from the Beavers.  The Group had also 
put a new roof on the shed.  Margaret Simmons 
had been busy maintaining the garden, which 
was appreciated by all. 

A current project was the installation of a 
viewing bridge, together with a path to allow 
wheelchair and pram access to the bridge.  Alan 

called for volunteers to help with Pann Mill 
activities and to help Margaret in the garden.  
He also mentioned that help with setting up 
Pann Mill on Open Days would be of great help. 

Since obtaining the lease for the site, the Group 
had been developing future projects.  The first is 
to install a sluice gate to control flood water and 
to mechanise the gate to make it easier to 
control water flows. 

The major project envisaged for the site is a 
Visitor and Restoration Centre to go on the site 
of the shed.  The Group intends to start fund-
raising for this and Alan appealed tor help with 
the organisation.  He asked the team to stand up 
so that they could be recognised by those 
present at the AGM at the end of his talk. 

The Oak Room Centenary Project – Jackie Kay 
Jackie outlined the contents of the exhibition 
which was to appear in the High Wycombe 
Library in the month of May.  Sally Scagell’s 
guided cemetery tours would take in the resting-
places of some of the people who appear in the 
Progress Window and there was a book to 
accompany the exhibition. 

Jackie paid tribute to the team involved in 
researching the project, and mentioned the 
support from High Wycombe Library and other 
archive sources, including some from distant 
locations such as Durham.  The SWOP project 
had supplied many of the photographs. 

At the Quarterly Meeting on 21 October, there 
will be a presentation by Jackie and members of 
the team called “Reflecting on the Wycombe 
Pioneers of Progress.” 

The meeting concluded with refreshments and 
conversation between the members. 

Frances Presland

 

 

All those Ws on show 
Did you know that High Wycombe is the centre 
of the world?  For the members of Women 
Welcome Women World Wide, or 5W, it is! 

There will be a small display of 5W treasures 
on show at Wycombe Museum from 23 July to 
4 October.   Each one has a story behind it, 
and they come from all over the world.  A teddy 
bear from Germany made by a member; the 
delicate bones from the head of a sturgeon, 
boiled for soup on a picnic on an island in the 
Volga; wall hangings created by members from 
every corner the world; a tape of members 
talking of their experiences of worldwide 
friendship ... and so many more small 
mementoes.  

Women Welcome Women started in 1984 – 
before the World Wide Web began!  The idea 
was published in Women of Europe, the then 
European Community’s bulletin of women’s 
issues, and a month later, there were 40 
members from eight countries, and their 
names, addresses and interests were detailed 
in a list, and circulated to all the other 
members.  And this has been happening ever 
since.  Women of all ages, occupations and 
interests have experienced other countries 
from the home of another member. 

A thrice-yearly newsletter evolved, The Global 
Village, telling of what other members have 
done throughout the world, and giving details 
of Groups, Gatherings, and Get-togethers!  
“World Wide” was added in 2001, to point out 
the global significance and to differentiate the 
organisation from the other www. 

WWWWW now runs as a not-for-profit trust 
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from its offices in Easton Street.  Sorry, 
gentlemen, but it is for women only, although, 
as John Dake of Houston, Texas, said, he was 
glad that “the men tag along”, after visiting, 
with his wife Lois, a Viennese member, being 
introduced to that beautiful city by a local. 

Details from 5W, 88 Easton St, High Wycombe 
HP11 1LT, www.womenwelcomewomen.org.uk. 

Frances Alexander 
 

 

Steel Bands etc. 
We were delighted to be invited to take part in 
the Wycombe African Caribbean Community 
Forum event on Holywell Mead on Saturday 
2 July.  Frances Presland rustled up an 
excellent display about the Rye, and Tony 
Murphy’s attractive montage engrossed people.  
Angela Rees’ gazebo was rummaged for at short 
notice and we even sold some publications. 
 

 

Bucks Local History Network 
Every year in October, the Bucks 
Archaeological Society holds a one-day  
programme of half-hour lectures on a historical 
theme, with tables/stalls manned by local 
historical societies/associations. It is  generally 
well attended, and in my experience it is very 
enjoyable. 

This year the theme is Military Buckingham-
shire and the event is being held on Saturday 
1st October 2011 at the Kermode Hall, RAF 
Halton.  The cost to attend for the whole day is 
just £10 each (or £16 if you want lunch). 

Last year we advertised our Oak Room 
Windows Centenary project at the event and 
this year we shall have a table from which shall 
sell copies of our book (assuming we still have 
a stock!), and we shall pick some “military” 
content from the book for a small display. 

If you would like more details and/or are 
willing to help man our stall, please contact me 
on 01494 534876. 

Jackie Kay 
 

 

Boundary Coup 
Our member Frances Alexander has recently 
scored a significant coup for our local heritage 
beside the railway station.  The boundary stone 

(see our Spring issue, p.9) which was 
discovered during the current works to restore 
the Brunel building to its former glory has been 
neatly displayed with a slate plaque and 
explanatory panel.  Congratulations to 
Frances, and thanks to Chiltern Railways who 
paid for it. 
 

 

Plaque Re-Unveiled! 
On 23 March, a little ceremony was held in 
Easton Street to celebrate the restoration of the 
interpretative plaque for the St John’s Hospice.  
Alas, we received less than 48 hours’ notice so 
we could only inform those of our members 
who are on email.  But it was a jolly little event.  
In this photograph you see our member Glyn 
Evans (one of the few who picked up the email 
in time), Mayor Jane White, Leader Cllr Lesley 
Clarke and our former Vice-Chairman, Evelyn 
Roe, who was instrumental in saving the 
plaque. 

 
 

 

Social Networking 
We already have an Internet site, maintained 
efficiently by our webmaster, Malcolm Connell.  
Our modern, even-more-youthful Publicity 
Officer, Tony Murphy, has been thinking about 
other up-to-minute activities.  We now have a 
Flickr site where he has uploaded many recent 
photographs of Society events.  These are not 
currently accessible to the public, but perhaps 
they ought to be if we want to attract younger 
members.  We will let those of you who are 
“web-enabled” know by email what we decide. 

The New Members’ Cheese & Wine Party on 10 June
before the guests arrived.  Don’t worry if you missed it –
we hold them every two years!  And thanks very much to
Stefan and Patricia Zachary for their hospitality. 
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May 2011 – That Was The Month That Was! 
A HANDFUL of High Wycombe Society members spent their May Bank Holiday Monday quietly at 
work behind closed doors in the library, mounting our exhibition Wycombe Pioneers of Progress – 
A Centenary Celebration, the culmination of work on the Oak Room Windows Centenary Project.  
Christine Clark, who masterminded the exhibition, had a master plan of the layout and the all-
important sticky patches required to mount the 60 A2 sheets of printed material, while Mary 
Woodman took charge of the steel measure which doubled up as a plumb line when required.  With 
a little help from library staff, Sally Scagell’s framed map of Wycombe was expertly affixed to the 
panels and Trevor Dean’s animated PowerPoint presentation was efficiently set up to play in a 
continuous loop all day every day for the month to come. 

Among the first to visit 
our exhibition when 
the library doors 
opened was Beverley 
Collins, an ESOL tutor 
for Buckinghamshire 
Adult Learning, who 
devised a quiz for her 
students.  Christine 
Clark and I were 
fortunate to be there 
when her 19 students 
arrived two days later 
to undertake their 
task.  The lively 
session was a highlight 
of our month.  Beverley later wrote to tell us 
that her students “all found it very informative 
and interesting.  It also gave them good 
practice in reading comprehension.  Some of 
them said they enjoyed the exhibition more 
than anything else in the library and 
particularly liked the photographs.  They loved 
learning more about the history of High 
Wycombe.” 

Not everything went quite as smoothly.  Our 
vigilant Vice-Chairman, Tony Fooks, spotted 
that the positioning of the panels did not 
conform exactly to the layout agreed when he 
had previously conducted his risk assessment 
of the venue.  Our plans for an 
opening reception on the 
mezzanine floor were in jeopardy 
for a while, until agreement was 
reached and the panels were 
moved overnight to better 
locations. 

Honoured guests at the Official 
Opening included the Mayor 
(Cllr Jane White), the Vice 
Chairman of WDC (Cllr 
McEnnis) and the Vice 
Chairman of BCC (Mr Colston).  
The event brought together 
people associated with the 
project from far and wide, and 
thanks to Mike Dewey’s efforts 
we had good Bucks Free Press 
coverage, too.  There were a 
number of descendants of 

Charles Walter Raffety 
present and some of 
Thomas Widgington.  
Terence and Rosemary 
Ransome from the 
British Schools 
Museum travelled over 
from Hitchin for the 
day, aware of 
Benjamin Drewett’s 
role as Master of the 
British School in High 
Wycombe.  Chris 
Featherstone, who had 
worked on the project 
before her retirement, 

travelled up from the West Country to join us.  
Another visitor, Kathleen Peatey’s son who lives 
in Spain, commented in the guest book that it 
was “well worth the 1500 mile trip”! 

Richard Scott, a descendant of both James 
George Tatem and George Harman, travelled 
down from Knaresborough to see for the first 
time the letter written by Benjamin Disraeli to 
one of his ancestors, which had been loaned by 
another branch of his family.  This was one of 
a number of exhibits (mentioned in the Spring 
Newsletter) in showcases around the library.  
Others included Hannah Ball’s desk, loaned 
from its usual home in Wesley Church, and a 

stunning lace display, organised 
by Margaret Rayner and 
including contributions from 
Neva Simmons and Denise 
Dickson.  Other items were 
loaned from the Mayor’s Parlour 
and the Centre for Bucking-
hamshire Studies. 

The first print run of our book 
Wycombe Pioneers of Progress – 
A Celebration arrived just in 
time for the opening night and 
sales were brisk from the 
outset.  A reprint order had to 
be hurriedly authorised to avoid 
going “out of print” within a 
month.  Copies will be available 
for purchase at our future 
Quarterly meetings and Pann 
Mill events, and can also be 

Our Chairman, Roger Lawson, addresses friends,
researchers and honoured guests: front row from left to
right: RL, Jim Rayner, Neva Simmons, Christine Clark,
WDC Vice-Chairman Cllr McEnnis and Wycombe Mayor
Cllr Jane White. 

Jackie Kay, Project Leader, and 
Christine Clark, Exhibition Manager,
with the portable “pull-up” of the 
Progress Window. 
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obtained directly at any time from Ann Simone 
(on 01494 448773). Chris Woodman and I have 
both found ourselves signing copies on request. 

The Swan Theatre Group kindly opened up the 
Oak Room on three Thursday mornings to 
enable people to see the windows, and project 
team members gave mini-guided tours.  These 
started outside the Town Hall and finished with 
coffee and tea in the Oak Room.  The take-up 
was a little disappointing, perhaps because 
there were so many other things happening in 
May. 

On 19 May I gave a talk to the Friends of High 
Wycombe Library entitled “An Edwardian 
Reflection on a Century of Change in High 
Wycombe”.  The challenge of covering all 18 
Wycombe Pioneers of Progress in the space of 
45 minutes was met with extensive use of 
“customised animations”.  It was remarkably 
easy to use their microphone and sound 
system, something which I wish we could offer 
our own regular guest speakers. 

Among those to visit our exhibition in its final 
week was our MP, Steven Baker.  According to 
the Conservative agent, Sue Hynard, he found 

it “interesting and was impressed” with our 
work.  Also making contact during the closing 
week were a descendant of Samuel Treacher, 
and, on the very last day, a descendant of 
Robert Wheeler who had been unable to attend 
the opening. 

31 May was a sad day when a handful of us 
gathered at 6.00pm to take down the main 
exhibition. Margaret Rayner thoughtfully 
brought some white spirit to help us leave 
things as near as we could to how we found 
them. 

But in case any of you think it’s all over, bear 
in mind that the actual centenary is not until 
October.  Although the team are taking a well-
earned rest at present, on 21 October a 
number of us will be contributing to the High 
Wycombe Society Quarterly meeting which will 
take place in the Oak Room itself.  I can’t tell 
you exactly what to expect as we’ve still got 
some work to do! 

Jackie Kay 

(And thanks to Christine Clark and our Publicity 
Manager, Tony Murphy, for the photographs.–
Ed.) 

 

 

Making Ends Meet 
The Society has never charged for attendance at 
its regular meetings, whether for members or 
non-members.  We are rather unusual in this 
respect.  Meetings are one of the significant calls 
on the Society’s resources, in terms of the hiring 
costs of the venue and payments to those 
speakers who charge.  High Wycombe Library, 
for example, holds talks of similar duration to 
ours and charges £4 (£3 to members of the 
Friends of High Wycombe Library and £2 to 
students with ID), and the late-lamented 
Environment Centre also used to charge. 

The Executive Committee has now decided, 
therefore, to charge non-members £2 for 
attending our meetings (except AGMs), but 
members will continue to benefit from free 
admission (because the membership fee is 
sufficient to cover the costs of meetings and 

newsletters).  This change will take effect from 
our 15 July meeting (The Changing Wildlife of the 
Chilterns). 

But don’t forget – donations will still be 
welcome, from members and non-members 
alike. 

Squeezed Out 

As so often happens, after an initial editorial 
panic that there was nothing like enough 
material to fill 12 pages, in the end it was 
squeeze, squeeze, squeeze.  Pushed off this 
quarter to the Autumn issue are pieces on the 
Council’s recent Quality Counts tour which this 
year was about housing for older people, the 
balanced account of the pros and cons of joining 
Civic Voice (see p.4) and some fascinating 
reminiscences of a 1930s Wycombe childhood 
by a Manchester purchaser of That Book! 

Denise Dickson beside the lace display. 

The ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
ladies doing the quiz compiled for them by their
instructor. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

King Zog of Albania in the Chilterns 
NEIL REES, a local historian, gave us an interesting and colourful talk on this topic.  He has been 
researching the life of King Zog of Albania and the Albanian royal family generally, since he learned 
of the time they spent in the Chilterns during World War II. To help piece the King’s story together, 
he went on a few day trips in recent years to interview King Zog’s son. 

Neil touched on the compli-
cated history of this part of the 
world.  The Turkish occupation 
of Albania lasted for almost 
500 years and was met with 
uprisings, lawlessness and 
violent opposition.  It was not 
until the 1880s that the 
Turkish grip on Albania began 
to weaken, and the Albanians 
declared independence in 
1912.  They set about finding a 
suitable monarch and, after an 
English supporter of their 
cause, Mr Aubrey Herbert, MP, 
declined the appointment 
under pressure from Prime 
Minister Asquith, in 1914 
Albania was established as a 
Principality under Prince Wilhelm zu Wied from 
Germany, but he departed soon after the 
outbreak of the Great War. 

The man who would one day become King Zog, 
Ahmet Muhtar Bej Zogolli, was born in 1895 in 
Burgajet Castle, 50 miles north of Tirana, in 
the Ottoman Empire.  His family was a beylik 
family of landowners, with feudal authority 
over the region of Mati.  His mother’s Toptani 
family claimed to be descended from the sister 
of Albania’s greatest national hero, the 15th 
century General Skanderbeg.  Zogolli was 
educated at the Imperial Lycée of Galatasaray 
in Constantinople, then the seat of the 
decaying Ottoman empire.  Upon his father’s 
death in 1908, he became the governor of Mat. 
In 1912, he was a signatory of the Albanian 
Declaration of Independence as the representa-
tive of the Mat District. 

As a young man during the First World War, 
Zogolli volunteered on the side of Austria-
Hungary.  He was detained in Vienna in 1917 
and 1918, and in Rome in 1918 and 1919.  
During his time in Vienna, he grew to enjoy a 
Western European lifestyle and was rumoured 
to be very popular among the Viennese women.  
Upon his return, he became involved in the 
political life of the fledgling Albanian 
government.  It was a dangerous time for him, 
with much infighting, but in 1922 Zogolli 
became Prime Minister and changed his name 
to the Albanian “Zogi”.  In 1924, he was briefly 
exiled, but in 1925 the country became a 
republic and its parliament elected Zogi as 

President.  In 1928, the 
country became a monarchy 
with Zog as its king.  A long 
period of increasing Italian 
intimidation, despite Zog 
seeking to keep links open with 
Yugoslavia and Greece, 
culminated in Mussolini’s 
invasion in 1939. 

And so, on 7 April 1939, two 
days after the birth of his son, 
Leka, King Zog set off on a long 
odyssey through Europe, along 
with 35 family members, 
advisors and servants.  They 
had to leave all their clothes 
behind but managed to bring 
their jewellery, copies of which 
had been made earlier.  The 

sale of the pieces provided them with cash.  
They travelled in a convoy of cars including the 
red car which had been given to them by Hitler.  
It took them three months, going through 
Greece, Istanbul, Bucharest, Poland, 
Stockholm, Antwerp and France.  During this 
time they met Albanian exiles en route. They 
came to rest in Paris until the Germans 
invaded the city.  Then they fled to the South of 
France where King Zog and his followers were 
rescued by Ian Fleming, then in Naval 
Intelligence, and they were put on the last 
British boat to leave Europe. 

In July 1940 the family group arrived in 
London where they took over one floor of the 
Ritz Hotel, before being driven out by the Blitz 
in September and living in Ascot for two 
months.  Two of Zog’s nieces were already in 
England at Heathfield School. 

In November 1941 the royal family moved to 
Parmoor House near Frieth and stayed there 
until 1946. Many of the King’s Ministers lived 
around Lane End: Mr Milton and Madam 
Gilberta in Bolter End, Dr Gjenko and Madame 
Jeanne in Marlow Road, Lane End and 
Professor Xheladin at Moor Farm, Lane End.  A 
royal car would collect them most days to take 
them to Parmoor House.  The King’s bodyguard 
stayed on in England after the war in the same 
locality. 

Prince Leka was taught privately by Geoffrey 
Slater, headmaster of Lane End School.  Queen 
Geraldine and other Catholic ladies of the 
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Court attended church services at the Catholic 
chapel in Wheeler End.  In Neil’s book there are 
photographs of King Zog standing in front of 
Parmoor house, with the young Leka in the 
background imitating his father’s pose (see 
below).  A cousin lived in Frieth. 

During WWII, there were three resistance 
groups operating in Albania with the help of 
the British Special Operations Executive (SOE). 
On their return from Albania, they would 
debrief the King. At this 
time he often went to 
London with his royal court 
to keep in touch with 
resistance groups and 
attempted to enlarge the 
resistance movements.  
Some Albanians opted for 
collaboration.  The 
partisans, who would not 
co-operate with the 
royalists, the nationalists 
and communists, were able 
to defeat the last Nazi 
remnants as the war ended, 
with the help of British arms and aid.  After the 
war, Zog attempted to reclaim his throne.  
Sponsored by the British, some forces loyal to 
Zog attempted invasions but were continually 
ambushed due to Kim Philby’s intelligence sent 
to the Soviet Union.  Albania then suffered 
under a notorious communist government for 
45 years. 

In 1946 King Zog and most of his family left 
England to live in Egypt at the behest of King 
Farouk. They left in 1952 and stayed in France 
for the rest of their lives.  Zog died at the age of 

65 and was survived by his wife and son, Leka, 
who was pronounced King Leka of the 
Albanians by the exiled Albanian community. 

King Leka went with his mother to Madrid, and 
set up a Parliament-in-Exile. He also toured 
USA, Canada, and Australia meeting anti-
communist Albanians.  He married a wealthy 
Australian in Spain and left because of 
Franco’s regime, moving on to Rhodesia in 
1975.  The next port of call was South Africa, 

where his own son, Prince 
Leka, was born. 

Enver Hoxha, the 
communist leader, died in 
1993.  King Leka returned 
to Albania for the first time 
since he was a child, doing 
so under a passport issued 
by his Royal Court in Exile. 
A referendum in 1997 pro-
posed to restore the 
monarchy in the person of 
HM King Leka.  The official 
results stated that about 
two-thirds of voters favoured 

a continued republican government.  Leka, 
believing the result to be fraudulent, attempted 
an armed uprising, which was unsuccessful, 
and he was forced into exile, although he 
returned in 2002 and now lives in Tirana. 

Angela Rees 

Neil Rees’ book, A Royal Exile: King Zog and 
Queen Geraldine, Including Their Wartime Exile 
in the Thames Valley and Chilterns, is a 
scholarly work, containing much original 
material, and is priced at £12.95.–Ed. 

 

 

Still a Few Seats Left! 
Yes, as we go to press, we still have a few 
places left for our coach trip to Brooklands 
near Weybridge on 14 August.  If you want to 
join this trip to “the birthplace of motor racing” 
with its first purpose-built racing circuit and 
famous banking, and have £18.00 to spare 
(£19.00 for non-members, £12.00 for children) 
then give Eileen Walters a call on 01494 
449902. 

 

 

 
 

Editor Required!!! 
Yes, no joking!  We need a new Editor of the 
Newsletter.  I’ve been adding up and I find I have 
been editing the Newsletter for 13 years (52 
issues) and I have advised the Executive 
Committee that I intend to call it a day.  After 
the Autumn Newsletter, we need somebody else 
to take over, starting with the December issue. 

There are no rules, except that we produce four  
issues a year.  In my humble opinion, the layout 
could do with a bit of modernising (it has not 
changed since I took over John Gore’s timeless 
layout in 1997), but at least one person has said 
to me, “Content is more important than Bling.”  
The Editor doesn’t have to write very much him- 
(or her-)self and, for example, the Planning 
Group will contribute all the regular planning 
pieces.  But he does need to know how to use a 
computer!  And how to use the spell-checker! 

If you think you might like to take over this 
important job, please get in touch with me at 
chris@thewoodmans.plus.com. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr M Bond of Desborough Ave, HW. 

Mr & Mrs Chapman of Malmers Well Rd, HW. 

Mr & Mrs Cousins of Bassetsbury Lane, HW. 

Mrs Roma Guha of Loudwater. 

Mr R Lee of Piddington. 

Miss N Majid of Healey Ave, HW. 

Mr M Mathews of Queens Road, HW. 

Mr W Potts of Deeds Grove, HW. 

Mrs J Saunders of Totteridge, HW. 
 

 

FAGAM 
The next meeting of the Forum for Affiliated 
Groups and All Members (FAGAM) is in the 
Friends’ Meeting House on 11 November.  At 
these meetings we have very good exchanges 
about all sorts of matters of interest to the 
Society.  This is your opportunity to raise issues 
of concern to you or the affiliated group you 
represent, particularly on matters concerning 
planning, transport and The Rye.  It would be 
helpful, but not essential, if you could advise the 
Hon. Sec. in advance of any issues you intend to 
raise: this helps the Executive members to be 
better prepared. 
 

 

More Please 
After an especially successful Open Day in May, 
we are in need of good quality bric-a-brac such 

as unwanted gifts for our stall. And for the 
September Open Day we also require garden 
produce.  Items can be brought to Pann Mill on 
the day (17 July or 11 September) or can be 
collected.  Telephone HW 528106.  

Membership & Publicity Group 
 

 

Catching Up? 
This issue is again late, I am afraid.  After the  
Spring issue was late when I was diverted on to 
type-setting the Pioneers for Progress Book (now 
reprinted after the first print run rapidly sold out 
– copies available from Ann Simone on 01494 
448773, or from High Wycombe Museum), the 
Summer issue is delayed by what might have 
been a computer disaster (but was only a little 
temporary difficulty because of an amazing free 
program called Recuva). Many thanks to all 
those who have contributed copy for this issue.  
Material for the Autumn 2011 issue should 
reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens High 
Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 
20 August (not long now!). 

Please note that anyone – yes, anyone – may 
contribute copy for the Newsletter.  Some articles I 
actively solicit, but any Group Leaders (or 
members in general) who feel their work is not 
adequately covered – the solution is in your 
hands.  Our only requirement is that the content 
needs to be broadly related to the aims of the 
Society. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2011  

Friday, 15th July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: The Changing Wildlife of the Chilterns.  
Speaker: John Tyler. 

Sunday, 17th July 
11am–5pm 

Pann Mill Open Day.  Bric-a-brac stall, teas & cakes, plants, sale 
of flour (water level permitting). children’s activities. 

Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Tuesday, 23rd August 
2pm 

Visit to the Mayor’s Parlour and the Council Chamber.  See p.2.  
Contact Mary Woodman on 01494 528106. 

Sunday, 14th August Outing by coach: Brooklands Museum.  See p.11.  Contact 
Eileen Walters on 01494 449902 for tickets. 

Sunday, 11th September 
11am–5pm 

Pann Mill open for National Heritage Weekend.  Crafts by 
Society Members, bric-a-brac, plants and produce, teas & cakes, 
sale of flour (water level permitting). 

Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Friday, 21st October 
OAK ROOM IN THE TOWN HALL 
7.30pm. 

Quarterly Meeting: Reflecting on the Wycombe Pioneers of 
Progress.  A presentation by Jackie Kay and the members of the 
Oak Room Windows Centenary Project Team. 

  

Put these dates in 
your diary now!!! 


