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And a Happy Christmas to all our members! 

District and County 
AFTER the Autumn Newsletter was issued, I received a letter from a member saying that when we 
referred to “the Council” we did not always make it clear which Council we meant. Too true! And 
it is really rather important. 

The lion’s share of our council tax goes to the Bucks County Council who are the big spenders, 
responsible for things like education and the social services. A much smaller amount – some 11% 
– goes towards the District Council, who deal with housing, the planning system (drawing up the 
Local Plan and processing individual planning applications) and community and leisure services. 
And 7% – not so very much less – goes to the Thames Valley Police (see p.10 in this issue). 

It is on transport that things get complicated. Transport is a County responsibility. It is they who 
build the roads, festoon our junctions with traffic lights, sponsor “bus partnerships” and build 
pinch points and road humps to calm us down! However, there are some aspects of transport – 
such as park and ride sites, and other off-street parking – that do not involve transport works as 
such and fall to the District Council. So, to make a coherent whole, the County and the District 
need to work closely together. This has not always happened in the past. A co-ordination 
committee was most conspicuous by the complaints of District Councillors that their views, once 
heard, were then ignored, and the County Council just seemed to plough on regardless. 

That is now changing, and a very welcome change it is. We now have a Wycombe Transport 
Strategy Panel, backed up by a “protocol” which requires full consultation between officials. All 
the signs are that real trust is starting to be restored between the two bodies. 

Our representatives in both Councils will need to continue to work at this relationship to make it 
effective. There are plenty of items where there is scope for major tussles in the future: most 
ominously there is the awful A404 Relief Road which, despite the strong objection of many 
District Councillors, is still “protected” for the County Council in the Local Plan.  

But let us commend our Councillors on the progress they have made so far, and encourage them 
in their joint endeavours. 

Chris Woodman 

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Transport 
During October there were two interesting exhibitions in the town in which local residents were consulted 
about proposed new traffic arrangements in our area. One was big stuff, with around £10 million at stake. The 
other was a cosy, local affair with a ‘mere’ £140,000 to be spent. 

Handy Cross 
THE HANDY CROSS exhibition was a big, 
polished affair. It was also in the forefront of 
Government transport policy. Whereas the 
previous scheme to improve the Handy Cross 
junction on the M40 was part of a scheme that 
would undoubtedly have cost at least £100m, to 
widen the M40 to 4 lanes each way all the way 
from Loudwater to Stokenchurch and build an 
expensive new junction in the AONB, the new 
proposals are for low-cost improvements to the 
motorway junction, combined with a range of 
improvements to encourage people to use public 
transport. The total cost would be around £10m, 
split roughly equally between junction 
improvements and public transport measures. 

The consultants’ study had been overseen by a 
joint Working Party, chaired by the Government 
Office for the South-East and attended by the 
Highways Agency (responsible for the motorway 
and trunk road network), the County Council 
(responsible for other highways and bus services 
in the County), and the Wycombe District 
Council (responsible for Park & Ride, off-street 
parking and ‘Green Transport Plans’). The 
exhibition, at the YMCA close to Handy Cross, 
ran for only a few days, but was constantly busy 
and permanently staffed by the consultants. 

The proposals for the junction itself seemed to 
be modest and functional. There would be slip 
roads for left-turning traffic to and from Marlow, 
and an ingenious road across the middle of the 
roundabout (incorporating a third bridge across 
the motorway) would provide an additional 
pathway for traffic from Oxford to Marlow and 

reduce pressure on the rest of the roundabout. 
The only other new bridge would allow Marlow to 
Oxford traffic to pass under the old Marlow 
Road. The report states that these improve-
ments, costing £4m plus £0.3m for short-term 
measures, are in tune with the capacity of the 
surrounding road network. 

It was the public transport improvements that 
seemed more problematic, and they were 
certainly exciting controversy in the exhibition 
room. Expenditure of £4.3m on Park & Ride is 
central to this element of the proposals. Besides 
the “Cressex Island” P&R site already identified 
by WDC, the consultants propose a new site 
accessed from the motorway at Abbey Barn, and 
another close to the A404 east of Marlow: both 
of these are within the Green Belt. In support of 
the Marlow site there would be priority for buses 
on the old Marlow Road including perhaps a new 
bridge over the A404 east of Marlow. 

The remainder of the proposals were less 
specific: “Green Transport Plans” to encourage 
alternatives to the private car; the “Safer Routes 
to School” initiative to discourage the “school 
run”; a new Quality Bus Partnership; and a 
range of options to give priority to buses from 
Handy Cross along the Marlow Road towards 
Wycombe, all against the background of the 
already-proposed, immensely controversial “bus 
priority corridor” down Desborough Avenue. 

The consultants estimated that the junction 
improvements could be complete within 5 years 
if the Government ordered the Highways Agency 
to give them priority. 
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North Wycombe Action Area 
FOR SOME TIME, the County Council, which is 
responsible for transport in the County and is 
obliged by Government policy to seek out ways 
to reduce road accidents, has been concerned 
about the area north of the town centre 
embracing Castle Street, Frogmoor, Temple 
End, Benjamin Road, Priory Road, Priory 
Avenue, Hampden Road and Roberts Road. 

A modest but well-presented and informative 
exhibition on their latest proposals was held in 
Hamilton School in September/October. There 
were 22 personal injury accidents in the area 
over the 3 year period 1996-98. Previous more 
radical proposals, which would have included a 
no right turn for vehicles emerging at the top of 
Priory Road on to Amersham Hill, were (the 
exhibition explained) “abandoned as a result of 
comments received at the time”. 

The new proposals are simply for road humps 
and “the potential for 20mph speed limits on 
certain roads”. Indeed the road humps cover the 
full menagerie: there are flat-topped road humps 
(which can be quite vicious things – has anyone 
been through Burchett’s Green lately?), and the 
gentler round-topped humps, and then there are 
the benignly titled “speed cushions” which are 
narrow humps that can be straddled by wide 
vehicles such as buses and ambulances. These 
measures will allow “the potential for 20mph 
speed limits on certain roads”. 

One of the aims of the humps is to reduce “rat-
running”. Those of us who live north of the town 
centre should not, it is implied, use Priory Road 
and Benjamin Road/Priory Avenue when we 
need to get to Oxford Road or, indeed, the 
supermarkets.  

But what is the alternative supposed to be?  To 
add to the constant congestion on the “Abbey 

Way Gyratory”? By all means force transiting 
vehicles to reduce speed. But 20mph on this 
route is safe (over the three years, even without 
calming, only 3 of the 22 accidents were on this 
route) and ought also to be comfortable. People 
who drive at 30mph in this quiet area deserve to 
have their car shaken to pieces. But the County 
Council’s job is not to force traffic to go via an 
already notorious bottleneck. 

On 10 November, the proposals, with the 
recommendations in the light of the 
consultation, were considered at the Wycombe 
Transport Strategy Panel – see p.4 – and 
approved. BCC officials reported that following 
the failure of the earlier proposals the 
consultation on this scheme had gone very well. 
Local residents had been thoroughly involved, 
the headmaster of Hamilton School had played a 
prominent role, and there was now general 
support for the scheme. A change in the DETR’s 
rules meant that, once all the humps had been 
installed, a 20mph limit would be possible.  

Most Councillors present said this was a fine 
scheme. One or two asked if they could have a 
20mph limit with no humps, but were told this is 
not allowed. Further calming is now planned (as 
a separate project), to deal with Hamilton Road 
above Hampden Road. The final decision now 
rests with BCC. 

We can be sure that, despite the outbreak of 
peace and harmony locally, this scheme will be 
controversial. What we have seen here is the 
reverse of NIMBYism – “yes please, in my back 
yard!” Whatever the position of transiting 
motorists, questions ought to have been asked 
as to whether a veritable caravan of humps (and 
what colour will they be, we wonder!) is really 
appropriate for a Conservation Area. 

 

 

“People who drive at 30mph in 
this quiet area deserve to have
their car shaken to pieces.  ”
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Wycombe Transport Strategy Panel 
THE Wycombe Transport Strategy Panel (WTSP) is a relatively new creation. It brings together eight 
District Councillors and eight County Councillors and meets four or five times a year under alternating 
chairmanship. Its meetings are open to the public. It considers issues of transport strategy arising 
within the Wycombe Urban Strategy Area and includes, besides Wycombe town, the built-up areas of 
Flackwell Heath, Wooburn, Wooburn Green, Cores End and Bourne End. 

Legally speaking, the body has no executive 
authority, and its discussions and recommenda-
tions are merely reported to BCC’s Highways 
and Public Transport Subcommittee and to 
WDC’s Planning Environment and Transport 
Committee (PETC). In practice, it promises to be 
much more than just a talking shop, once 
teething problems have been sorted out. 

The need for such a body has become 
increasingly obvious over the past few years. 
Whereas the District Council is responsible for 
local planning policy and decisions, the care of 
the Conservation Area and most other matters 
affecting the fabric of the town and district, 
transport is a matter for the County Council, and 
a number of instances had occurred where the 
County Council knowingly took decisions with 
which the District Council, whose members can 
be expected to be far closer to the pulse of the 
town, strongly disagreed. The new body is now 
expected to agree the rolling programme of 
schemes, and to consider district-wide comment 
on the Local Transport Plan. A protocol 
approved at the most recent meeting of the 
Panel lays down that the Council not having the 
lead responsibility (usually WDC but, for matters 
such as off-street parking this will be BCC) will 
appoint a ‘contact officer’ to liaise with the 
project officer. 

These arrangements look excellent, but they will 
only work if each individual Council gets its act 
together and agrees to respect the outcome of 
the joint Panel’s discussions. At the PETC in 
November, one Wycombe Councillor upbraided 
his colleagues for their apparent total ignorance 
of the discussion of an issue in the WTSP the 
previous week. Hopefully, this will be sorted out. 

Among the huge number of matters before the 
WTSP on 10 November were the following: 

The East-West Cycle Route 

Nobody liked the shortlist of possible names for 
the new cycle route (e.g. Pedallers Ride, Ozone 
Way, Memory Lane)! At the Cyclists’ Touring 
Club’s request, “East West Cycle Route” was 
added! 

Desborough Road Improvement 

This is a WDC project, including “gateway 
features”, a new pedestrian crossing and 

widened pavements. Consultation in the form of 
a coloured leaflet was planned for late 
November, with works starting in the Spring. 

Frogmoor Improvement 

The previous proposals for the improvement of 
Frogmoor (where BCC is responsible for changes 
to the roadway etc and WDC for the Open Space) 
were rejected by the WDC’s Town Committee in 
the summer. The proposal before the panel was 
for consultation on new proposals to begin on 10 
January. WDC’s Councillor Mrs Clarke dug her 
heels in impressively, and successfully insisted 
that consultation should be deferred until the 
Town Committee has a chance to look at the 
new proposals. 

Bus Lanes 

The Panel agreed to a BCC proposal to appoint a 
consultant to work within the Council and co-
ordinate work on all three existing/proposed bus 
corridors (London Road, West Wycombe Road, 
Desborough Avenue) and the Eastern Town 
Centre project. WDC Councillors (one of whom 
claimed to have come close to death in a head-
on collision) sought, and received, an assurance 
that the existing London Road bus lane was 
within the scope of the review: “It’s a hotch-
potch. Many of us think it should either be made 
a proper bus corridor or done away with.” 

Those Bollards! 

Councillors were told that the unreliability of the 
rising bollards (which has meant that 2 of the 3 
sets are out of use until CCTV monitoring is 
installed) was due to the radio-controlled 
switching system. The Panel agreed to spend 
£30,000 of taxpayers’ money to replace the GEC 
system with a Siemens system. 

Redevelopment of High Wycombe Station 

This major project is moving ahead. A wrangle 
that has developed over the need of Chiltern 
Railways (now controlled by Laings) to maintain 
their car park capacity, despite the associated 
office development, will doubtless be resolved. 
The busway project from Spring Gardens to the 
station has been delayed by “problems in 
maintaining communications with Railtrack”. 
The cost of the busway is put at almost £3m 
including £450,000 for land.  
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Planning this Quarter 
Wycombe Summit Health and Fitness Centre 
As reported in the Autumn Newsletter, we 
opposed this application mainly on the grounds 
that an out-of-town centre would attract 
excessive traffic, and was contrary to 
Government planning guidance and to policies in 
both the adopted and deposit District Local 
Plans on the location of indoor leisure facilities. 
Our opinion coincided with that of the Planning 
Officers, but Councillors on the Planning 
Applications Panel voted 14–11 to permit the 
application. Along with three other objectors, I 
took the public-speaking opportunity now 
available to explain our views to the Panel in 90 
seconds flat, but to no avail! 

Former Mines & West site, Downley  A planning 
application submitted in August sought 
permission to build 31 flats and houses on this 
former factory site in Downley village centre. We 
commented that the layout appeared to be far 
too cramped and overcrowded for its setting, 
with little landscaping. This is the first major 
planning application to be made since the 
publication of the excellent Downley Village 
Statement, which calls for the retention of 
Downley’s traditional village character including 
trees and open spaces. We hope the District 
Council planners will take full account of 
villagers’ aspirations. 

Former Booker Hospital  Here, the developer 
wishes to erect 37 1, 2, 3 and 4-bedroom 
properties. We accepted that there would be a 
fair mix of houses on the site, but commented 
that the westernmost end had too harsh an 
appearance for its edge-of-town setting. 
According to the plans, one road would look 
more like a car park between two rows of 
houses, with little if any landscaping in sight. We 
hope for an improvement before the plans are 
passed. 

District Local Plan to 2011  Some radical 
changes to the Deposit District Local Plan to 
2011 were proposed and accepted by the 
Planning, Environment & Transport Committee 
at their November meeting, which heard that 
nearly 6,000 objections to the Plan had been 
made during the public consultation earlier this 
year. Proposals for building on controversial 
sites, including Abbey Barn South, Ashwells and 
Pimm’s Grove, have been totally withdrawn, and 
newly-scheduled brownfield sites such as the 
Bucks Free Press site have been substituted. 
There is also to be a reduction in the number of 
houses on the Copperfields site. A decision on 
the Abbey Barn North development has been 
postponed until the potential of building houses 

on the Compair-BroomWade site has been 
studied. 

It is very good news that greenfield sites have 
been spared but, if this trend continues, shall we 
have sufficient land for employing all the people 
who live in High Wycombe? 

There will be a further period of 6 weeks for 
comments on the amended Deposit District 
Local Plan starting mid-February, and the Public 
Inquiry into the Plan is now due to start on 12 
June 2000. 

John Gore 

Planning Enforcement 
Back in the days of the local Lib-Lab pact, our 
Vice President, Kathleen Peatey, staged an 
impressive ambush one day in the District 
Council’s Planning Environment and Transport 
Committee and persuaded the Committee to 
agree to fund an additional one-half of one 
person for the purpose of planning enforcement, 
i.e. to find out whether conditions that the 
Council had formally attached to the planning 
consents it had granted had actually been 
complied with, and to initiate appropriate action 
where necessary. Alas, the allocation was swept 
away after the election when the new Council 
was faced with an imminent overspend 
approaching £1 million. 

But our District Council’s concern with 
wrongdoers against the planning system lives 
on. At the meeting of the Council on 11 October, 
a motion from the Conservative Group was 
discussed which began: 

“This Council is concerned at the apparently 
increased number of occasions when development 
is carried out without the necessary planning 
permission being obtained. Not only does this 
effectively exclude neighbours and the commmunity 
from playing a part in the process, it also involves 
the Council, and hence the taxpayer, in the 
substantial cost of operating a planning 
enforcement service.” 

The motion went on to propose that the 
Government should introduce a supplementary 
fee allowing these costs to be recovered from the 
illegal developer, and perhaps even to 
criminalise the offence. The motion was remitted 
to the Planning Environment and Transport 
Committee for further consideration which 
unanimously recommended it for adoption. In 
due course, no doubt, the resolution will land on 
Mr Prescott’s desk. 
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Penn Wood Saved 
PENN WOOD has been saved! Thanks to the 
efforts of The Friends of Penn Wood, backed 
by The Chiltern Society, by April the 
Woodland Trust had raised sufficient funds 
(though with an overall shortfall) to buy the 
wood and secure its future as a managed 
woodland. The High Wycombe Society made a 
modest financial contribution towards the 
fund, which attracted over 1800 subscribers 
in all. 

The Friends of Penn Wood organisation was 
formed in 1993 after the then owners, GBS 
Estates Ltd, applied for planning permission 
for an 18-hole golf course. At first, it appeared 
that permission would be granted, and there 
was much to-ing and fro-ing including two 
public inquiries and the threat of selling off 
the wood in lots. Finally, last December, the 
Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions, following the 
advice of the Planning Inspector who 
conducted the second inquiry, refused 
permission for the golf course, leaving the 
way clear for the purchase. 

As part of their campaign, The Friends of 
Penn Wood commissioned research into the 
history of the wood, and established that it is 
in fact ‘Ancient Woodland’. The acceptance of 
this status by English Nature helped the case 
for the Wood’s preservation. 

Penn Wood is a 177 hectare (436 acre) wood 
lying to the south-east of the A404 High 
Wycombe-Amersham road, between the 
turnings to Penn Bottom and Penn Street. It 
formed part of the much larger 4,000 acre 
Wycombe Heath on which Holmer Green now 
stands. The wood has had many roles during 
its long history: as a hunting chase in Saxon 
times; as a pasture for commoners’ pigs 
throughout the Middle Ages; as a source of 
‘tallwood’ (shoots from pollarded trees) sent 
via the Thames to London for use as fuel in 
the 14th and 15th centuries; and as a 
military training area in the mid 18th century 
and again in the Second World War. 
Throughout the centuries, the surrounding 
inhabitants have fought to preserve their 
‘rights of common’ to use the wood for grazing 
and cropping, until these were finally 
extinguished by the Inclosure Award of 1855. 

The fascinating story revealed by the research 
of local historian, Miles Green, has now been 
published as a 52-page booklet, with maps, 
plans and prints. It is entitled The History of 
Penn Wood and copies are available, price £5, 

from The Woodland Trust, Autumn Park, 
Dysart Road, Grantham, Lincs NG31 6LL. 
The Trust would welcome further donations 
towards the fund for the purchase of the 
wood, which should be sent to The Woodland 
Trust (Penn Wood Appeal) at the Grantham 
address. 

John Gore 
 

Recruitment 
VERY many thanks to the members who have 
persuaded their friends and families to join 
the High Wycombe Society. We warmly 
welcome 13 new members this autumn (see 
p.12). We hope you will all be able to come to 
our January quarterly meeting – please 
introduce yourselves. 

However, the response to the recruitment 
drive has been rather disappointing. Maybe 
you still have the application form? Not sure 
who to give it to? A friendly neighbour, a new 
workmate or the person you chat to every 
week at the swimming pool/pub/super-
market? I am sure few would take issue with 
our aims. Most people do care about the town 
– this is one way to show it. 

So, if you have not yet ‘won over’ anyone, 
please keep trying! 

Thank you. 

Frances Presland 
Hon. Secretary 

Postscript from the Membership Secretary 
Over the years, members move away, fall 
behind with their subscriptions and, sadly, 
die. 50 new members would be a wonderful 
boost and would replace many we have lost 
recently. If only 37 of us could recruit one 
each, we would reach that figure. 

Please do not worry if you have mislaid the 
application form sent with the last newsletter. 
Simply ask the new recruit to write his/her 
name, address and telephone number on a 
piece of paper, sign it, enclose the relevant 
subscription (£7 family, £5 individual and 
£2.50 pensioner) and return to me. I will do 
the rest. 

Active, lively members will make for an active, 
powerful society. 

Annie Woodward 
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Pann Mill and the SPAB 
WILLIAM MORRIS, that great designer and conservationist, founded the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings as long ago as 1877. He would have been well satisfied to know that in November 
1999 this thriving organisation had brought together some 50 mill owners and potential mill owners 
to hear from top practitioners about the practice of traditional milling. In a way, Morris was at the 
seminar, for a copy of his portrait by G F Watts was hanging there on the wall at SPAB 
headquarters, London. 

Exchanging views with other members of this 
one-day course reinforced our belief that Pann 
Mill is special in many ways. We have a 
prominent site on the edge of a lovely open 
space and appear to be the only restoration 
team with no previous milling experience! 
Working for a non-profit making conservation 
Society on a site owned by the District Council 
also puts the team in an unusual position 
compared to other mills. 

Pann Mill’s two representatives felt privileged to 
be given personal, practical milling advice from 
experienced people such as Mildred Cookson, 
Chairman of SPAB’s Mill Section and miller at 
Mapledurham; Alan Stoyel, miller at Venn Mill 
near Wantage; and James Waterfield, miller of 
Maud Foster Mill in Lincolnshire, the tallest 
windmill in Britain which, incidentally, brings 
in the highest revenue of any mill. 

For us, the seminar could not have been better 
timed. With just six months before the public 
see flour being made by our French burr 
millstones, we came away with answers to 
questions vital to our own particular operation, 
and unobtainable in any other way than by 
personal contact. 

The cherished dream of our team leader, Myra 
King, to mill organic flour was unfortunately 
shattered, though hopefully only put on hold. 
All the millers present who make organic flour 

pay an annual fee of £350 to the Soil 
Association Ltd, the registered charity that 
carries out the necessary inspections to ensure 
that high standards of production are met. A 
lower fee is payable by small concerns grouped 
together: something for the future perhaps? 

One piece of advice was acted upon by our 
working party the very next day. The advice: 
ensure appearance is always subservient to 
hygiene. Our ancient-looking spout, we 
assumed, would help create the atmosphere of 
an old mill and deliver flour from the stones, or 
so we thought. But could we be sure the inside 
of the spout would be squeaky clean and free 
from cracks? The answer had to be no. The 
team quickly agreed that we should make a 
brand new spout to be sure flour would emerge 
in first class condition. The old spout would 
still do us proud – attached to the dummy set 
of stones, where it would do no harm yet look 
the part. 

Talks on Philosophy of Conservation and 
Repair, Running a Commercial Mill, Aspects of 
Health and Safety, and Fund Raising, were all 
interesting and mostly relevant to our planned 
operation. Most useful, perhaps, was 
interaction with speakers at the Workshop 
Session and informal milling chat with other 
members on the course. 

Peter Hazzard and Myra King  

Snippets and Scraps 
H Thinking about the BroomWade site in the 

context of the Local Plan has stirred some 
of us to ponder the future of the 
Hughenden Road. The curious alignment of 
Glenister Way to the new roundabout at 
Bellfield Road just might make more sense 
if somebody at Aylesbury were thinking of 
taking advantage of the BroomWade and 
De La Rue sites in due course for a new 
road to “relieve” Hughenden Road. No 
matter that it would do nothing to help 
traffic flow because the bottleneck is at the 
Safeway Traffic Lights, and that it would 
take a lot of valuable land to absolutely no 
purpose: people can have these ideas and 
we must never drop our guard! 

H After sorting out – more or less – the Local 
Plan, PETC on 15 November turned to off-

street parking. The minimum charge in 
most car parks will rise to 30p, except in 
Marlow where Councillors are worried this 
could be bad for business and want to 
think further! It was interesting to see how 
our elected representatives were keen to 
enable us to make that quick trip into town 
for the odd item. Just the thing to 
encourage a bit of global warming! There’s 
nothing like car parking – and democracy –  
to bring out people’s capacity to face in all 
directions at once! 

H Some of you may be wondering what 
happened to that cricket pitch for youth 
teams on Holywell Mead. Well, the District 
Council tell us that it “has not been 
implemented as yet due to technical 
difficulties, but it is anticipated to be ready 
for the next season (year 2000)”. 
Everything’s so technical these days! 
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Heritage Group 

Exclusion – 1662 style 
Pauline Cauvain has turned up this delightful extract from the first Wycombe Ledger Book (copies of 
which may be found in the Reference Library). If you thought things were ever impolite in the District 
Council of the 1990s, read on… The item was subscribed by the mayor of the day, one Thomas 
Gibbons, and the aldermen (including Messrs Lucas and Bedder) and bailiff, and it concerns the 
“outing” of one Mr William Child, Attorney, from practising any longer in the Court of the Borough of 
Cheping Wicombe. 

Whereas William Childe of Chesham gent. 
haveing been heretofore admitted An Attorney 
to practice in this Court, And whereas the sayd 
Mr Child haveing severall tymes of late very 
insolently and uncivilly behaved himselfe 
towards the Mayor and Aldermen of this 
Burrough, As namely At A Court Dinner lately 
at the White Hart where in his discourse he 
gave to Mr Edward Bedder one of the Aldermen 
of this Burrough much undervaluing and 
slighting languige telling him in playne termes 
it should not be as he would have it neither 
should he command or have his will, with 
many other short curbing words misbecoming 
his place and possession, And whereas After At 
the Generall Sessions of the publique peace 
holden for this County At the Guild Hall of this 
Burrough the Tenth Day of Aprill last past 
there being somme businesse of consequence 
to be discust that related to A matter in 
difference between the Burrough and the 
parish the sayd Mr Child being not retayned in 
the cause nor in the least concerned in it yet 
neverthelesse to shew how willing and ready he 
was to doe the Burrough An Iniury did then, 
and afterwards counsell the parishioners and 
side and take parte with them agaynst the 
Burrough and moreover deridingly in the open 
Hall did then say to the Mayor and Aldermen 
then presente “You make your Charter A nose 
of Wax”, and further did then publish and 

speake in a scoffinge manner severall 
scurrelous words tending to the reproach and 
discredit of the Mayor and Company in 
purpose to make men have them in derision, 
And further whereas alsoe the sayd Mr Willm 
Child on the 28th day of July past At the signe 
of the Mayden head in this Burrough to shew 
how farr he had the Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen in Contempt, did then say to Mr 
Richard Lucas beinge A Justice of the peace 
and one of the Aldermen, in particular “A Turd 
for you”, and concerning the rest of the Court 
of Aldermen in generall, did say “A Turd for 
them All”, and (to show how slightly he valued 
his practise in this Court) afterwards further 
sayd that he cared not A fart whether ever he 
came into the Court any more or not; for All 
which severall misdemeanours slovenly 
languige, malepert caridge, and fanatick like 
deportment of the said Mr William Child it is 
resolved and agreed uppon and ordered by the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and the Common Counsell of 
this Burrough that the said Mr Child shall not 
any longer continue An Attorny of this Court or 
practice any more therein only out of favour to 
his Clyants he is allowed tyme to bring those 
Causes to A period that he is now concerned 
in, and are depending in the Court but shall 
not for the tyme to come appeare to any new 
Accion for any person or persons whatsoever.

More snippets 

H The Western Sector development, which 
will transform our town if and when it 
comes to pass, remains mired in Tesco’s 
appeal against the Compulsory Purchase 
Order. Current indications are that the 
various parties are trying to arrive at an 
accommodation and that the most likely 
upshot will be the survival of Tesco on the 
site in some form or other. Good news, 
except that it will be something of a trek for 
old folks to get to the new bus area in 
Bridge Street. It is said, too, that 
Sainsbury’s are interested in improving 
their access to the buses in this new 
location. We believe the developers, MAB, 
are fully committed to further consultation 
with the people of High Wycombe as soon 
as the Tesco problem is sorted and the 
possibilities are clearer. The District 

Council tell us that, were the Tesco 
problem to be resolved now, they hope that 
work could start on site in 2000 with the 
scheme “substantially completed in time 
for Christmas trading in 2002”. 

H Hamilton School has been selected by 
Bucks CC as the pilot scheme for 
Wycombe’s excellent “safer routes to 
school” initiative. We are unclear what 
measures this will involve, but we gather 
there is a minor problem in that the safest 
route between Hamilton School’s two sites 
would pass through a doctors’ surgery car 
park. Bucks’ “Crocodile Trail” “walking 
bus” scheme has been launched in Seer 
Green and will be offered to all schools 
after evaluation. (I am reliably advised that 
a walking bus has no wheels and no 
engine. That’s progress: roll on the 21st 
century!) 
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Royal Military College 
In 1799, Wycombe High Street didn’t look so 
very different from today – give or take an 
Argos or MacDonalds! 

However, on the site now occupied by the 
Baker’s Oven and the Blue Arrow employment 
agency (forever Berrys to some of us) there 
stood The Antelope, a rather large pub, and it 
was here, just two hundred years ago, that 
General Gaspard le Marchant founded a 
training school to train British Army officers to 
fight in the Napoleonic Wars culminating in the 
Battle of Waterloo in 1815. Up until then, 
soldiers had been virtually untrained 
amateurs. On 26 May, in the presence of the 
Town Mayor Peter Cartwright, District Council 
staff and a few members of the High Wycombe 
Society, a commemorative plaque was unveiled. 

Cllr Lesley Clarke, Chairman of the District 
Council’s Planning, Environment and 
Transport Committee, read out a short history 
of the Military College, which had met with a 
mixed reception from the people of Wycombe in 
1799. While local businesses welcomed the 
influx of soldiers, some people objected to the 
sometimes rowdy behaviour of the high-
spirited young men. 

However, the military training school went from 
strength to strength and eventually moved to 
Sandhurst where, of course, it still is today. 

General le Marchant lived with his family in a 
house in Church Street on the site next to 
Marks & Spencer now occupied by the 
entrance to the Chilterns Centre, where there 
is another plaque. The general died from 
wounds suffered at the Battle of Salamanca in 
1812. 

Denise Lindsay and John Gore 
 
 

The Model Dairy 
Every so often, it happens: there you are, going 
about your usual routine when you come 
across something exciting which makes your 
day! That’s what happened to me recently on 
my way to Sainsbury’s. 

There is a disused Co-Op depot in Oxford 
Road, a small, unremarkable 1930s building 
currently undergoing some alterations. A false 
front, probably put up in the 60s, had been 
removed, thus revealing a glorious blue and 
white tiled sign proclaiming Chesham and 
Wycombe Co-Operative Society Limited, with the 
words Model Dairy above it. What a find! 

My delight was tempered with anxiety over

what was going to happen to the building, so I 
made some enquiries. I have discovered that it 
is to become a car hire office, and the tiles will 
be left in situ, albeit covered up. 

At the time of writing this, the tiles are still 
visible, though of course I don’t know what the 
situation will be when you are reading the 
Newsletter. (Still there so far, see below. – Ed.) 

However, every time we pass by what will soon 
be a car hire company, we shall know that, 
hidden underneath a bright, modern logo there 
is a remnant of another age, an age when the 
Co-Op ruled the world – the world of shopping, 
anyway! 

Denise Lindsay  

A Gentle Stroll… 
The afternoon of Sunday September 12th was 
bright and sunny, a perfect day for a guided 
walk around High Wycombe.  

Unfortunately, attendance was sparse as we 
gathered in front of the church for our tour led 
by John Gore. We began at the church, then 
walked along our magnificent High Street. The 
Little Market House (widely known as the 
‘Pepperpot’) and Guildhall are fine examples of 
18th century buildings and many other 
examples from that period remain in use today 
as banks and building societies. John gave us 
a wealth of background information on the 
earlier uses of these buildings and the families 
who had lived there.  

Thence we passed along Easton Street to the 
ruin of the St John’s Hospital and the old 
Grammar School, and admired the extension of 
the council offices which we felt complemented 
the existing buildings well. At Pann Mill John 
told us of the work so far and the aim to 
produce flour in 2000.  

The Abbey School is out of the town centre and 
is unfamiliar to most of us. It has had a varied 
history since being occupied by the Shelburne 
family, including a visit by Glenn Miller shortly 
before his mysterious disappearance.  

Our walk ended at the peaceful riverside 
garden known to Society members as the Jack 
Scruton Memorial Garden. The pleasing design 
in a setting close to the town and cut off from 
the hurly-burly made it a fitting place to end a 
fascinating walk. 

Despite a few ‘carbuncles’, our town has many 
fine buildings. I hope that more than six people 
take advantage of future ‘town trail’ walks. 

Mary Woodman
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Quarterly meeting 

Policing in the Community 
ON 14TH OCTOBER some 40 members gathered in the Reggie Goves Centre for the Society’s 
quarterly meeting to hear Superintendent Steve O’Reilly give an interesting and often provocative 
talk on the work of the local police. 

The Superintendent heads the Wycombe-based 
department which looks after community 
policing. He began with an outline of his 
personal background: he became a career 
policeman after leaving university and worked 
in Dyfed-Powys in Wales before moving on via 
Reading to the Chiltern Vale area. 

He challenged the perception of “under-
manning” that many of us have. In Chiltern 
Vale, early forward planning had mitigated the 
effects of the reductions that had to be made 
earlier this year. He put his arguments forward 
very clearly and persuasively, but I am not 
sure that everyone was convinced that this was 
so or that this would be the case when these 
reductions took place in the future. 

He explained how our area is disadvantaged by 
the weighting of social deprivation in the 
funding formula. Although we have areas of 
deprivation in High Wycombe these are more 
than compensated for by the areas of relative 
wealth which make our funding needs low 
compared to some other areas of the country. 

He was kind enough to answer some questions 
as they arose during his talk and more at the 
end and then he stayed on to answer 
individual questions during refreshment time. 

It was a stimulating, informative and 
challenging evening. We all heartily echoed 
Chris Woodman’s vote of thanks at the end. 

Kathleen Peatey MBE 
Vice President 

And a few personal thoughts: 

Can we have some more bobbies on the beat? 
Why do the police not get on their bikes? 

These questions were in my mind as Steve 
O’Reilly started his talk. They were soon 
quashed as the Supt. politely asked us not to 
demand more police on the streets, as if that 
were an old chestnut. ‘Dixon of Dock Green’ 
and ‘Heartbeat’ exist only on our TV screens. 
There were constraints, we were told, not lack 
of resources. 

Restorative justice, a project pioneered by 
Thames Valley Police in the past 5 years, was 
explained. As a sanction to those who commit 
crimes, victims or their representatives make 
the criminal aware of the results of his actions. 
This is mostly used for first-time offenders. 

The fear of crime creates problems of its own. 
Parents drive children to school in case they 
are abducted. I wonder if that means that other 
children are thereby in greater danger of being 
run over. Many people, especially women and 
old people, decline to go out at night for fear of 
attack, while statistics show young men are far 
more likely to get punched. 

The Chiltern Vale Police Area (incorporating the 
Amersham and Wycombe forces) has 226 
constables. 46% are employed in 24 hour 
response, 30% are locally based on problem 
solving work, while the rest are in CID, 
Intelligence, Community Safety, etc. 

Of course the allocation of resources must be a 
nightmare. 70 police officers to fight crime cost 
the same as 100 civilian telephonists. The 
telephone switchboard may now be centralised 
away from our town. Supt O’Reilly pointed to 
the red tape: it is surely absurd that when 
arresting a shoplifter, they must write down 
the culprit’s name 42 times!  

Statistics on the link between CCTV and crime 
are complicated. There has been a reduction in 
crime in car parks where CCTV operates, but 
not overall, suggesting that CCTV drives 
criminals to other areas. Spontaneous, drink-
related violent crime is not affected by CCTV. 

50% of property crime is to ‘feed’ drug habits. A 
heroin user may need £1,000 a week. The level 
of drug crime is under-reported: transactions 
between supplier and user lead to no calls to 
the police until a third person is involved. 
Locally, dealers (but not consumers) are 
targeted and referral and outreach workers are 
available for the rehabilitation of addicts. 

30% of all crime is auto crime: the police are to 
give this more attention in the future. Motorists 
can help by fitting deadlocks and alarms. 

Police have a social crime reduction policy, i.e. 
the identification of potential offenders and the 
risks associated with them. 

I learned a lot from the talk. Supt O’Reilly was 
refreshingly open about modern policing and 
its problems. Chris Woodman’s vote of thanks 
was well expressed – the police need all the 
support they can get. 

And the Supt did not even bend at the knee, 
touch his forelock and say “Good Evening, All!” 

Mick Woodward 
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“In My Opinion…” 
Not a single letter this quarter! So it falls to your 
Editor to fill the gap… 

The papers for the PETC meeting on the Local 
Plan surprised us all. As a result of other new 
permissions (e.g. the AXA site) and more 
expected “windfall” housing consents, the 
housing need to be satisfied by new strategic 
sites identified in the plan had been massaged 
down by 500. All the really contentious sites 
were withdrawn from the draft plan to go 
before the Public Inquiry next summer, except 
for just half of the Abbey Barn North site. 

Cllr Mrs Dix moved that even this should be 
deleted. Space for the 100 dwellings should be 
released from the Compair-BroomWade site or 
possibly De La Rue’s: Compair, she said, would 
be only too pleased to consider selling part of 
their site for housing. But Council officials 
argued there had already been a 20% decline 
in designated industrial land in High Wycombe 
since 1991 and we should not willingly lose 
more: that would encourage Wycombe’s 
conversion to a dormitory town. The meeting 
therefore deferred a final decision on Abbey 
Barn North until 12 January. This would allow 
the Compair possibilities to be investigated 
and, maybe, members to take other soundings. 

This raises real issues for your Executive 
Committee. As explained in our Spring issue, 
our reaction then to the Local Plan was that it 
did well to avoid any proposals to build outside 

Wycombe on the Green Belt. So we objected to 
some of the proposals, but our objections were 
tempered by the need to avoid forcing the 
Council to table new proposals for, say, Grange 
Farm. We said outright that we considered 
Abbey Barn North was “not a suitable site for 
200 houses” because of damage to the setting 
of the adjoining ancient woodland and because 
of access difficulties on to the London Road. 
We objected to Abbey Barn South mainly on 
access grounds, and to Copperfields for the 
same reason. Had we known that there was far 
greater scope to reduce the total number of 
dwellings provided for, we could have been 
much more forthright in our criticism. 

The goalposts, happily, have now moved. But 
the story shows that the Society’s position 
cannot always precisely echo the lively and 
individual residents’ groups around the town 
who are among our most valued members. 
Your Executive Committee is now considering 
its position on the BroomWade issue. We 
believe the need to maintain the town’s stock of 
employment land is extremely important, and 
we are unlikely to back that particular 
suggestion. But our objection to the Abbey 
Barn North site stands and, come the Public 
Inquiry, we shall be able to make to the 
Inspectors whatever points seem to us 
important at that time, in the light of what you, 
the Society’s members, tell us. 

Chris Woodman 
 
 

 
The opening of the new garden by the River Wye on 4 March provided a rare opportunity for several 
long-standing members of our Society to have their picture taken by the District Council’s 
photographer. From left to right: John Gore, Ron Sims, Annie Woodward, David Turner, Mick 
Woodward, Frances Presland, Myra King, Denise Lindsay, Evelyn Roe and (seated) Roy Roe. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Miss L A Alexander of Chestnut Avenue 
Mrs B M Campbell of Hatters Lane 
Mrs V E Chad of Holmer Green Road 
Mr C Fowler of The Briars 
Mrs P Gerrard of Longland Way 
Mrs M A Morris of Maple Close, Hazlemere 
Mrs J A Phillips of Selwood Way, Downley 
Mr and Mrs P M Ratcliff of Gordon Road 
Miss E Saunders of Rosebery Avenue 
Mr J Turner of Deangarden Rise 
Mrs G A M Wassell of Manor Road 
Mrs R Weddell of Commonside, Downley 
Mr P Wright of Mount Close 
 

 

The Mayor’s Millennium Appeal 
The Quarterly meeting on 14th October 
considered a letter received from the Town 
Mayor, Cllr Peter Cartwright, inviting donations 
to the projects to celebrate the millennium in the 
town. Those attending were asked to give their 
views on what the Society might contribute to. 

There was little or no support for helping with 
the cost of striking medallions (minimum 
contribution £500), for mugs for schoolchildren 
or for non-specific purposes. There was limited 
support for commemorative benches, but a large 
number of people wished to support the building 
of a water feature in Frogmoor.  

Accordingly the Executive Committee will decide 
on the level of our contribution to this project. 

Wycombe Show Weekend 
Dick Moorfield writes: I was pleased to act as 
steward at the Society’s stand on the Sunday of 
Wycombe Show. All the groups (Friends of the 
Rye, Heritage, Membership and Publicity, Pann 
Mill, Planning and Transport) had prepared 
panels to depict their activities. The aim was to 
recruit new members. The stewards welcomed 
visitors, guided them around the display and 
encouraged them to join. I hope many have 
joined but at least the Society has provided 
information on what it does in the town. 

If you are approached to help in the future on 
these occasions, please do agree. It was an 
interesting and enjoyable experience. 

And from our Chairman, Roger Lawson: This year 
there was no conservation marquee and the 
Executive Committee decided the Society should 
be represented in the local societies marquee, 
for which we had to pay. Many thanks to all like 
Dick who gave up their time to man our stands 
both in the marquee and at Pann Mill. Thanks 
are also due to all who contributed to the 
splendid displays enabling the Society to sell 
itself. 

Watch out in the library foyer where we hope the 
displays may get a second showing shortly. – Ed. 
 

Many thanks for your contributions. Material for 
the Spring issue should reach the Editor at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 February, please. 

Chr s Woodman (Hon Editori )
 
 

Don’t forget – Mills and Milling 
through the Ages – Reggie Goves 
Centre 19 January – see below! 

2000  
Wednesday 19 January 7.45pm 
Reggie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Mills and Milling through the Ages. 
Stanley Cauvain, Archaeologist and HW Society member. 
(Sherry, coffee and mince pies to welcome in the New Year.) 

Thursday 13 April 7.30 for 7.45pm 
(and not as in previous newsletters) 
Reggie Goves Centre 

Annual General Meeting and Quarterly Meeting. 
Housing and Green Belt Development. Tony Bosworth, 
housing campaigner for Friends of the Earth. 

Saturday 15 April 8.00am-12.00noon 
Little Market House 

Charity Market Stall 
Please remember this when doing your spring-cleaning! 

Sunday 14 May 
Pann Mill 

National Mills Day. 
Exhibition, sale of cottage garden plants and teas. 

Wednesday 17 May 7.45pm 
Reggie Goves Centre 

Arts Festival talk.  
A Social History of the Furniture Industry. James Rattue, 
Wycombe Local History and Chair Museum. 
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