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So what does a Phoenix look like? 
THE WESTERN Sector is dead, finally killed off by the District Council on 16 October, in a 
two-minute item from which the press and public, as always, were excluded. Besides deciding it 
must cancel the Development Agreement, the Council also decided that “all appropriate steps be 
taken to explore the options for the future development of the Western Sector”. 

This Society supported the Western Sector proposals – in principle if not necessarily all the detail 
as it slowly emerged. Wycombe does not have all the shopping facilities that its population could 
support, and we deserve better than we have. We are sad that the whole process has now been 
put back by perhaps five years.  

But we are worried, too, about the little snippets that are coming out about the so-called Phoenix 
project: talk of Tesco getting land near Handy Cross, and of a “market-led” solution. We hope 
nobody is suggesting that any favours are due to Tesco. Does a market-led solution mean the 
Council will forgo its right to decide what community facilities – such as a library, entertainment 
centre or better bus station – the new scheme will incorporate? Does it mean that retailers, not 
the Council, will decide where their new stores will go? Does it mean the town centre shopping 
area will sprawl out to the University College and beyond, with huge surface car parks replacing 
the Western Desert by a Southern Desert to match Safeway’s Northern Desert? 

In September we were pleased to participate in a meeting of Amenity Societies called by the 
District Council to consider how the planning system can be improved locally. We have been 
delighted already to participate in a meeting about the challenging and crucial 50-acre Wycombe 
Marsh site, and we greatly welcome the official participation by both District and County Councils 
in our well-attended meeting on the Corridor Study.  

But is there a risk that better community participation in planning matters will apply only in the 
easy cases?  Hicks Farm Wood, it seems, is considered to be a housing matter, of interest – at 
this stage at least – only to people who live in the adjoining flats. We were pleased to meet a 
council officer about the railway station, but we were told that if we wanted real information, we 
should contact Chiltern Railways. None comes more complicated than the “Phoenix”, but that is 
no excuse.  Many townspeople have aspirations for the town centre – what it should contain and 
how it should look and feel. There will always be reasons why now is not the time to ask them, but 
what better way to “explore the options for the future of the Western Sector” than to ask the 
people who live in the town? 

Chris Woodman

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Transport 

Corridor Study 
AFTER WE had been instrumental in ensuring that the Corridor Study recently completed by 
Consultants for the County and District Councils would be the subject of a public exhibition, we were 
rather put on the spot when a Council Officer phoned us up and offered to lay on a short presentation 
at our forthcoming quarterly meeting. Well, that was not to be, because Marc Meltonville's talk (see 
p.7) was likely to leave us with little time or energy for a serious discussion on something else.  

But, we said, what about a special meeting, 
where we would make a special point of inviting 
the public too? Well, the officers sounded 
doubtful about that, but we went ahead anyway. 
We wanted an opportunity for our members and 
the public to exchange views about the 
proposals before the deadline for comments on 
12 November, even if the Councils' participation 
was not guaranteed. In the event, the Councils 
served us well: they physically carried their 
exhibition to the Reggie Goves Centre for our 
meeting, and they provided representation at the 
top table. As an exercise in public consultation, 
the meeting was highly successful. Over 70 
people attended (more than we can remember 
getting for a regular meeting) including six 
County and District Councillors and several 
Parish Councillors. After a short introduction by 
Chris Pagdin, newly seconded to BCC from the 
Department of Transport, Local Government and 
the Regions, there was a full two hours of well-
structured and well-informed discussion on the 
Consultants' proposals, with Cllr Paul Rogerson 
(the District Council's Cabinet member for 
Planning), Chris Pagdin and John Callaghan 
(WDC) providing background and replies. 

Following the meeting, your Executive 
Committee compiled its 29-point Response to 
the public consultation and sent it off to the 
Councils by 12 November. We have since written 
a Commentary, and this, our Response and a 
detailed account of the meeting are now on our 
web site. We hope that when the Joint Wycombe 
Transport Strategy Panel meets on 7 December, 
their decision-making will be helped by our 
contributions to the consultation process. 

The highlights of the meeting involved: 

• traffic lights. There was strong public 
opposition to more traffic lights on London 
Road and at Hazlemere. Our Response and 
Commentary say that we favour public 
transport priority in principle and that in the 
end the Councils must decide what is best 
for the town, but this must be on the basis 
of the most rigorous analysis, and the 
current level of buses is not sufficient to 
justify helping them at the expense of other 
traffic. 

• the busway from Spring Gardens to the 
railway station, on which Irena Foster-Brown 

waged war! We remain very concerned about 
its huge cost (almost £5m) and the threat 
that demolition of the embankment would 
pose to our light railway project which could 
help London Road and inter-regional links. 
We are convinced that other approaches to 
getting buses into the town centre need to 
be looked at, and are working up a proposal 
entailing two-way traffic on Easton Street 
and Queen Victoria Road. This should not be 
rejected by a knee-jerk: the more you look at 
it the more sensible it becomes. 

• the Marlow Road bus gate, which came 
under sustained attack from Mrs Patricia 
Price of RATS (Residents Against Transport 
Stupidity). We are sceptical too (more rising 
bollards?), and believe that bus levels do not 
justify the Gate at the present time. In any 
case, the Cressex Link Road must be built 
first. 
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Planning 

Planning This Quarter 
District Local Plan to 2011/County Structure 
Plan to 2016  The continuous nature of planning 
has been well illustrated this quarter. As the 
Wycombe District Local Plan to 2011 
approached its final stages with the closure of 
the Public Inquiry on 3 October (Inspectors’ 
Report expected mid-2002), so the first 
discussions on the next County Structure Plan to 
2016 were taking place. Bucks County Council 
hope to adopt the new Structure Plan in early 
2004, but first the Strategic Development 
Options are to be subject to public consultation 
next Spring, followed by more public 
consultation on the Deposit Draft Plan in late 
2002. Then there will be an Examination in 
Public (equivalent to a Public Inquiry) before the 
final adoption. 

One important issue to be resolved is ‘Where will 
all the new housing be built?’ Fortunately, of the 
48,150 homes allocated to Bucks over the 
2001–2016 period, Milton Keynes seems to be 
willing to take some 28,600, leaving 19,510 for 
‘New Bucks’ (that is, Aylesbury Vale, Wycombe, 
Chiltern and South Bucks Districts). Of these, 
about 13,500 have already been catered for 
under existing Plans going up to 2011. 
Therefore, about 6,050 additional homes 
(provisionally) will have to be accommodated in 
‘New Bucks’ up to 2016. Even this ‘reduced’ 
amount will undoubtedly put pressure on the 
Metropolitan Green Belt and Chilterns AONB, or, 
alternatively, lead to demands for much higher-
density housing within built-up areas. Neither of 
these alternatives is desirable, so our successors 
in the Planning Group over the next 15 years can 
expect to be fully occupied in trying to maintain 
high standards in both housing provision and 
environmental quality. Meanwhile, the Councils 
are setting up joint Urban Capacity Studies 
aiming to make the best use of urban space, and 
we wish them success. Hopefully, our problems 
will be eased if national planners can be 
persuaded to divert development pressure away 
from the overcrowded south-east to more needy 
parts of the UK. So much for the wider and more 
distant landscape: now for some more imme-
diate problems. 

Hertfordshire Green Belt  It is most unusual for 
us to comment on particular planning applica-
tions outside our own area, but, as a member of 
ANTAS (Association of North Thames Amenity 
Societies), the Society recently objected as a 
matter of principle to an application to build 
some 5,000 houses in the Green Belt west of the 
Al (M) near Stevenage. This would be a massive 
infringement of the Green Belt, whose main 

function is to prevent settlements merging (in 
this case, Hitchin and Stevenage). It also fails to 
conform to the District Local Plan and ignores 
the latest Government guidance on housing, 
PPG3, which favours building within urban 
areas. If this application succeeds, a precedent 
would be set allowing developers to ride 
roughshod over local plans. 

Copperfields   We have objected to an applica-
tion to build an additional 16 houses and 36 
flats in this cul-de-sac off West Wycombe Road, 
which we consider to be an over-development of 
the site. Apart from normal access problems on 
to the main road, we think emergency access is 
unsatisfactory, and parking and green space are 
both inadequate. We also think the adequacy of 
sewage disposal should be carefully examined. 

Cowley Works, Grafton Street  This is yet anoth-
er industrial site being lost to housing. It is, 
however, an attractive site for housing, being by 
the river and close to Desborough Park 
Recreation Ground. What we have objected to is 
the height and barrack-like appearance of the 
proposed 4-storey blocks containing 69 1- and 
2-bedroom flats. We think 3 storeys should be 
the limit outside the town centre. 

Former BT Depot, Mill End Road  This approxi-
mately 2-hectare (5-acre) site stretching almost 
to Chapel Lane is also subject to a planning 
application, this time for 120 dwellings. Once 
again, a huge block of 4-storey flats is being 
suggested, but this one is some 150 metres 
long, one of its functions being to act as an 
acoustic screen against adjacent factory noise. 
We propose to object to this as being out-of-
scale and out-of-character with the area. 

Wycombe Summit Health & Fitness Club  The 
Local Plan calls for commercial leisure facilities 
to be situated within the town’s built-up area to 
make them easily accessible to all comers. This 
is a good principle. The proposed club would be 
well outside the town and thus likely to attract a 
lot of extra traffic along the narrow Abbey Barn 
Lane. In addition, it would be a large building 
and out of keeping with the nearby Deangarden 
Wood Local Landscape Area. 

John Gore 
 
 

Kids into Sport – Doing our Bit 
The Mayor’s Appeal this year is for the Kids Into 
Sport Scheme (KISS), which provides financial 
support to enable children – able-bodied or disabled 
– to pursue a sporting ambition. The Society has 
donated £50. 
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Reflections on a Local Plan Inquiry 
THE FINAL session of the Public Inquiry into the Wycombe District Local Plan to 2011 took place on 3 
October 2001 – one year to the day after it opened. Your scribe was the sole member of the public 
present – indeed he was formally invited to ensure there could be no allegation that the session had 
been held in private! The proceedings were formalities – a stocktaking of the amendments to the Plan 
proposed by WDC during the course of the Inquiry. The Council had also, in a spirit of helpfulness, 
compiled a thick dossier which the Inspector declined to receive since if it contained any new material, 
there might have been no opportunity for opponents to reply. After the final mutual speeches of 
thanks, we all adjourned for refreshment, and those present were persuaded to have their photographs 
taken! The full portfolio can be seen on our website, which also contains a detailed account of all the 
sessions we attended. 

The Inspectors hope to issue their report by July 
2002, and the District Council will have little 
choice but to accept their recommendations. So 
what lessons do we draw from the experience? 

Procedure  Developers spend big money on 
expensive lawyers to try to get the Plan to 
endorse early deve-
lopment of land 
that they own. This 
makes for long, 
heavy, formal ses-
sions, in which 
each participant 
has only a few 
opportunities to 
speak and must be 
very well organ-
ised. Smaller ob-
jectors, like our-
selves and resid-
ents' and wildlife 
groups, have been well served by the growing 
use of informal sessions and we recommend 
asking for these wherever possible. 

Housing Strategy  The District Council's 
strategy up to 2011 is to build predominantly on 
brownfield sites. Around High Wycombe, they 
propose taking no green belt or AONB land for 
housing and only one area of “safeguarded land” 
(Abbey Barn North). The Council steadfastly 
resisted pressure from developers to develop 
any green belt, AONB or other safeguarded land. 
We hope the Inspectors endorse these positions. 
However, the price of avoiding the Green Belt is 
that housing will be at higher densities, and 
things do not look so good for the next round of 
plans, to 2016 (see p.3). 

Housing – Quality of Urban Design  The Plan-
ning Policy Guidance on Housing, PPG3, issued 
by the Government in March 2000, requires new 
housing to be built at a density of at least 30 
dwellings per hectare, and more typically in the 
range 30-50 dwellings per hectare. In this way, it 
is argued, the social changes that are leading to 
more households despite an almost static 
population will cause only limited impact on the 

open countryside. But we have been shocked at 
the quality of some of the developments that 
have been built (e.g. the former G-Plan site – see 
p.9) or are now being proposed. Increasingly, 
developers are aiming for not just three storeys 
but four. Designing pleasant housing at these 

densities is not 
impossible but it is 
a real challenge. 
The Government, in 
collaboration with 
the Commission on 
Architecture and 
the Built Environ-
ment, has recently 
published a detail-
ed book on how it 
can be done, and 
one of the most 
important jobs for 
the Society in the 
coming years will 

be to make sure the lessons it contains are 
applied in High Wycombe.  

What an ’andsome lot! From the left: Inquiry Officer Tom Currie and 
Inspectors Geoff Salter and John MacBryde. 

It is also vital that the planning authority – 
Wycombe District Council – rejects applications 
if the design is unsatisfactory. Government 
guidance makes it quite clear that bad design 
alone is sufficient grounds to reject an 
application. Yet those involved in Wycombe 
freely admit that urban design on the G-Plan site 
is poor, so why was it approved? And another 
point: it is not for the town's urban designers to 
help developers redesign a building or site if the 
developers have not heeded government advice. 

The Society's Planning Group badly needs people 
who understand design to help in vetting planning 
applications. Please contact John Gore if you can 
help. 

Employment  Developers want to build not only 
more houses in Wycombe, but big business 
parks too. The District Council say this is not 
necessary and we believe they have got it right. 
Although there is a great deal of commuting in 
High Wycombe, "in-commuting" and "out-
commuting" are broadly in balance. We need to 
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be sure we do not lose the employment land we 
have, but big new business parks would bring 
more traffic into High Wycombe and more 
pressure for housing. 

London Road and Wycombe Marsh  The 
Wycombe Marsh development is huge and 
means big changes for the town. We are pleased 
that the District Council has invited us to 
become involved in this at an early stage (see 
p.1). But it is striking how the London Road 
corridor as a whole has, almost by stealth, 
become earmarked as a zone for commercial 

development, not housing. The Peregrine 
(Gomm Valley), Kingsmead and Knaves Beech 
Business Parks are already in place. We do not 
say this is wrong – Business Parks can be 
handsome and provide an impressive entry to 
the town – but we note that this policy has 
received little if any public debate. We are less 
sanguine about retail warehousing which tends 
to be visually abrasive and will exacerbate traffic 
problems on this difficult corridor. It is essential 
that the remaining elegant runs of housing in 
London Road are preserved. 

 

 

Conservation Area 
THERE HAVE recently been two planning appeals 
affecting the Amersham Hill Conservation Area. 

On 30 October, the Planning Inspectorate 
released their report on an appeal by developers 
Michael Shankly Homes against WDC's decision 
to refuse an application to build a three-storey 
building of 9 flats on vacant land adjoining 
No.35 Amersham Road. (Planning permission 
had already been granted in February 2000 for a 
detached house.) Residents argued the develop-
ment would be out of character with the neigh-
bourhood by virtue of its density, that there 
would be disturbance due to parking at front and 
back, and that by extending further back than 
neighbouring properties, it would create greater 
intrusion. The High Wycombe Society had not 
opposed the application. The building was 
designed to look like a large house in keeping 
with its surroundings. Division of large houses 
into flats had happened elsewhere within the 
Conservation Area.  

The Inspector allowed this appeal, stressing that 
Government policy (PPG3) 
now requires full and 
effective use to be made of 
urban land for housing. He 
rejected the fact that the 
"Residential Character Zones" 
of the existing Local Plan 
require new proposals to 
reflect the density of 
surrounding development, 
pointing out that these zones 
had been abandoned in the 
proposed new Local Plan now awaiting
Inspectors' report. 

On 15 November there was an informal hea
into an appeal by Lloyd Scott Healthcare ag
the Council’s refusal of their application
demolish No.16 Lucas Road (in the s
Conservation Area) and build a 33-bed 4-st
care home. The Society had opposed 
application as being completely out of scale
neighbouring properties, extending well 

and with a large rear car park both of which 
would create serious intrusion. Local residents 
had waged a strong campaign and 37 people 
attended the hearing – so many that the 
Inspector moved the hearing to the Council 
chamber and said that if the appellant's inter-
ests appeared to be prejudiced, he would have 
to abandon the hearing in favour of a formal 
inquiry later. In the event, the hearing was very 
successful in allowing all points of view, and 
many individual residents, to be properly heard. 
It seemed to us that although several features of 
the objectors' and the Council's case were weak 
(e.g. their objections to the interior design, the 
impact on traffic), the core of the case stood up 
very well. There was interesting evidence on 
wildlife (transiting foxes and muntjacs). 

It is difficult to believe that the Inspector will 
allow this appeal. (The more pertinent question 
is whether Lloyd Scott Healthcare will consider it 
economically viable to reapply for a smaller 
building.) But there was one worrying feature of 
the hearing. The appellants cited the 35 

Amersham Road decision, 
and in particular the 
Inspector's uncompromising 
words on PPG3 and housing 
density, in their support. We 
were able subsequently to 
take this up with Council 
officers at a post mortem on 
35 Amersham Road held a 
few days later. We pointed 
out that PPG3 on Housing  
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does not purport to override the existing 
guidance on Conservation Areas in PPG15 which 
requires that all development in a Conservation 
Area should "preserve and enhance" it, but the 
proposed new Local Plan seems to be defective 
in implying that the PPG3 housing density 
requirement of a minimum of 30 dwellings per 
hectare should override non-housing policies. 
Officers have stuck to their guns. We hope this 
will be amended when the Inspector's report on 
the Local Plan is received. 
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Hicks Farm Wood – the Latest 
THE AREA commonly known as Hicks Farm Wood lies between Hatters Lane and Hicks Farm Rise. 
It is an area of mixed grassland with a wooded area, and has the characteristics of chalk lowland. 
The area rises steeply towards Hatters Lane, but becomes flatter on the Hicks Farm Rise side and 
terminates behind some sheltered housing. 
After the "no" vote to transfer housing stock 
into the hands of Housing Associations etc, it 
seems there is now a strategy to "privatise" 
housing stock piecemeal. 
There are plans to 
demolish the blocks of 
flats known as the "Star 
Blocks" and replace them 
with houses, which 
would be owned by a 
Housing Association. 
Local groups attempting 
to preserve the area 
believe that Hicks Farm 
Wood could be included as an additional 
housing area, by adding it as part of a 
"development package", which may also involve 
the building of a road. Housing Associations 
will be invited to tender on this proposal.  
How do the preservation groups know this? It 
started when surveyors cut down some small 
trees and daubed orange paint on all the 
others in the wooded area. 
What happened next flies in the 
face of all that we are told 
about the Council being 
anxious to consult. Nonsense 
replies were given to perfectly 
sensible questions and we are 
told that Officers were "not to 
discuss" the issue. A media 
offensive began, attacking the 
preservation groups. The 
message was that it was right 
to build on "scrubland", 
although it seems the Council 
could not make up its mind 
whether the area was "designated for housing", 
a "windfall site" (which it isn't, as it has never 
been built on) or a residential zone. Many 
Councillors seem to think the area is actually 
the curtilage of the Star Blocks. 
A wider look at this potential plan shows this 
to be a very large development. An ideal 
opportunity to consult with the public, you 
might think. But no, the development brief is 
to be considered by just five members of the 
public, three from the Star Blocks and two 
others from the Wycombe tenants group. All 
tenants are residents, but not all residents are 
tenants of Wycombe District Council. Unless 
the development brief is made public, the only 
"consultation" that the local people not resident 
in the Star Blocks will get is a look at the plans 

when they are published in the local paper. 
This will mean the usual three weeks to object 
– the same amount of time allowed if you or I 

wished to object to a 
neighbour's house 
extension. 
People in the Hicks 
Farm and Hatters Lane 
area are strongly 
against the develop-
ment of this last 
remaining open space. 
This is not NIMBYism, 
high density housing is 

already in our back yard. Hicks Farm Rise has 
insufficient open space already. The Local Plan 
recommends that certain areas of open space 
are set aside in any urban area. This is Hicks 
Farm's only remaining open space. 

Hicks Farm Wood “scrub” towers over walkers.

Local interest is intense. 92 people attended a 
public meeting in August, and a further 60 
attended a follow-up meeting in October. This 

development deserves a proper 
public consultation and the 
development brief should be 
made public. The Council will 
ignore the people that care 
about this area and others like 
it at their peril. The game is up 
on Council-led, selected people 
"consultations." More and more 
people are taking notice of 
what is happening in their 
locality, be it Grange Farm, the 
Gomm Valley or Hicks Farm 
Wood. This can only be good 
for our environment and for 
local democracy. 

Hicks Farm Wood wildlife includes 
lizards, marbled white and chalk hill 
blue butterflies, a pair of barn owls, 

and slow worms (shown here). 

Frances Presland 
 

 

Thames Valley Multi-Modal Study 
Elsa Woodward and Chris Woodman recently 
attended a meeting held by Consultants W S 
Atkins on this study. This is looking at an area 
bounded by High Wycombe, Reading, Basing-
stoke and the M3, M25 and M40, and is due to 
report in the Autumn of 2002. The Consultants 
have already identified the long-distance 
commuting, the lack of Thames crossings and 
of north-south public transport links as 
important factors. We hope they will recognise 
the case for the High Wycombe to Bourne End 
light railway in their report in a year's time. 
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Quarterly meeting 

Catering for a King 
Our quarterly meeting on October 9th had the subtitle, "Working within the Constraints of an Ancient 
Building."  It was given by Marc Meltonville, an experimental archaeologist at Hampton Court Palace.  

I HAVE heard Marc talk on archaeology before. His enthusiasm for his subject and the vitality with 
which he conveys it and involves his audience made this, for me, an unmissable talk. He brings 
history to life, as he did again on this occasion. He describes his job as “linking academic history to 
the popular”. In archaeology he "takes bits and pieces from the ground and tests them”. He then 
explores the period when these artefacts were used, through texts, pictures, museums and 
knowledgeable people, to learn how life was lived in that period. 
The study of Hampton Court Palace is deep 
and fascinating. Given as a present from 
Cardinal Wolsey to Henry VIII in 1529, it was 
just one of 6,000 houses owned by Henry when 
he died. Hampton Court Palace comprised 19 
departments each containing 55 rooms – over 
one thousand rooms altogether, managed by 
160 staff! When Henry was in residence he 
brought with him 600 courtiers to live there. 
Marc became deeply interested in the domestic 
buildings of Hampton Court Palace which 
resulted in his making historic kitchens and 
how they operated a study project. 
Having decided on 1542 as a valid date for 
Hampton Court kitchen to be fully operating, 
he found authentic recipes covering that and 
earlier years, and formed a team of 12 to find, 
prepare and cook the food with equipment 
used at that time. Imagine catering for 600 
people twice a day! The team dress in clothing 
of the period, colours being significant – for 
example, officers and sergeants wore green for 
superiority. Green was an expensive colour to 
produce. It seems that social standing and 
snobbery were as strong in the kitchen as in 
the court! 
The king was rich, consequently 80% of the 
meal was meat. Peacocks and swans were 
popular. For the poorer commoners, meat or 
fish was a fortunate addition to their 
grey/green vegetables. The highlight of the 
meal was provided in the banqueting house, 
where invited diners progressed for the sweet 
course – literally, sweets. Sugar, imported as a 
syrup from Persia via Antwerp, and crystallised 
in the kitchen, was extremely expensive. Sugar 
was a way of displaying the king’s wealth. In 
the banqueting house it was produced in the 
form of drinking vessels, plates, sweets and 
playing cards, some gilded at the edges (gold 
has no flavour) and all edible. 
To commemorate the Millennium, Marc’s team 
made a model of Hampton Court Palace as it 
was in the days of Henry VIII, in sugar, 
measuring 8' by 4'. It was magnificent (we saw 
a slide) but such creations decay, and happily 
they destroyed it after 3 days, consigning it to 

be used for sweetening drinks on the premises 
for some time after! 
The kitchen is now open to the public as a 
working kitchen. Marc and his team eat the 
food they have produced in the course of 
research. They are now interested in medical 
research on the state of their bodies! I wish 
them well. I would love to hear more of their 
work in the future! 

Barbara Rippington 
 

 

Saving listed buildings 
There are not many planning controls on the 
demolition of buildings. You need consent to 
demolish a building that has been listed by the 
Culture Department, or one in a Conservation 
Area. But up and down the country, locally 
valued buildings that for one reason or another 
have not made it on to the national list have 
been "locally listed" by Councils, and these can 
be demolished – stealthily, overnight and 
without warning.  
Moyra McGhie was shocked to discover the fate 
of the much-loved 125-year-old St William of 
York School in Islington, and we have been 
happy to lend our support to her campaign to 
have the law changed. We understand her 
campaign is supported by English Heritage and 
by Parliamentary groups. 
 

 

HW Soc. down the Boozer...! 
Yes, we want to get the High Wycombe Society 
into pubs! For this year's Heritage Open Days 
(weekend of 14-15 September), the Heritage 
Group plans an exhibition about pubs past, 
present and future, and there's even an idea of 
putting panels in the pubs themselves. If you 
have any anecdotes about pubs and the people 
who inhabited them, drank their wares or other-
wise took their pleasure in them – or particularly 
about the ghosts that may have frequented 
them – please contact Frances Presland on 
01494 526263. 
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Wycombe Peace Council 
We are indebted to Mr Don Salmon for 
donating to the High Wycombe Society for our 
archives a set of Wycombe Peace Council (WPC) 
newsletters covering the years 1981-1991. 
Along with many other local organisations, 
WPC, with some 250 members, was 
affiliated to the Society during this 
period. It was founded in November 
1980 at a time when there was 
widespread concern over the 
possibility of nuclear war. Cruise 
missiles and Trident submarines 
were being introduced and the 
Soviet Union also was deploying 
new missiles. The WPC saw High 
Wycombe as the ‘war capital of 
Europe’ due to the location of the 
USAF Cruise Missile Control Centre 
at Daws Hill and RAF Strike 
Command at Naphill, the latter 
then about to acquire a massive 
new underground bunker. Hence, it was 
reasoned, High Wycombe was a prime target 
for a nuclear attack. One leaflet shows a sketch 
of a nuclear explosion behind the Guildhall 
somewhere in the region of the Western Sector! 
Briefly, the WPC’s main aims were to work for 
British unilateral disarmament and world 
multilateral disarmament, to inform the public 
about arms policies and stimulate active oppo-

sition to them, and finally to encourage the re-
allocation of resources from warfare to welfare. 
During the '80s, WPC members participated in 
numerous rallies in Trafalgar Square and Hyde 
Park organised by the Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament (CND), and joined in 
anti-cruise missile demonstrations 
at Greenham Common and 
Molesworth, familiar names of that 
era. Locally, WPC themselves 
organised torchlight processions 
to, and peace vigils at, Daws Hill 
and Naphill. Petitions were drawn 
up and presented to Parliament. 
The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 
followed by the collapse of the 
Soviet Union saw no let-up in 
WPC’s campaign to warn the 
public of the dangers of the spread 
of nuclear weapons. The final 

newsletters in 1990/91 aimed at rallying 
opposition to the then impending Gulf War. 
These newsletters could form an interesting 
source of information for local historians of the 
future investigating the attitudes and activities 
of late-20th century High Wycombe people. 

John Gore 

 

 

Meeting our MP 
When our long-serving MP, Sir Ray Whitney, 
stood down at this year's General Election, Mr 
Paul Goodman was elected in his place. Sir Ray 
had been – and is – a life member of the 
Society, so we wrote to Mr 
Goodman with some issues of 
the Newsletter to tell him of our 
existence and our aims. To our 
delight, he proposed a meeting, 
which duly took place in the 
Friends' Meeting House on 2 
November. Each group leader 
acquainted our Member with the 
group's work, and Paul 
Goodman listened attentively.  
Generally, he said it was not 
satisfactory for him to try to 
interfere in matters that were for 
local government, since he had 
neither responsibility nor power. 
In his short time at Westminster 
he had discovered that, as an 
Opposition backbencher, he 
importance or influence – only a lit
said, than Government backbenche
But he asked some though
questions about our proposed ligh
Bourne End (e.g. who should run 

built) which are already leading to further 
research. He observed that our difficulties in 
raising our membership were mirrored in 
Marlow: the experience there was that people 

did get involved, but at the last 
minute. He heard our concerns 
about the housing numbers 
being foisted on the south of 
England, and ventured the view 
that perhaps local authorities 
should be enabled to make their 
own judgements about the 
amount of development that 
their area should sustain and 
that central government's role 
should be reduced. 

And what did we make of him? 
We had been apprehensive 
about what one of the "new 
breed" of Tory MPs might be like. 
We didn't ask him about his new 

Y
b
b

es, that bag of flour's for baking
read, and just to show you what can
e done... 
had little 
tle more, he 
rs!  
t-provoking 
t railway to 
it when it is 

Leader, or about the Euro, but 
at the personal level of a constituency MP, we 
were reassured. He was charming, attentive, 
sympathetic and understanding, and gave us a 
lot of his time. And he agreed to have his 
picture taken, even if he did say he had never 
been presented with a loaf of bread before! 
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Local Books 

A Safe Pair of Hands 
Bishop Shaw and the Diocese of Oxford 

Author: Peter Gilliat 

Edward Domett Shaw worked in the Oxford 
Diocese of the Church of England for 42 years 
as curate, vicar, rural dean, archdeacon and 
bishop from 1894 to 1936. An outstanding 
cricketer, he was described as ‘a muscular 
Christian of the best type’. This account, 
written by one of Shaw’s grandsons, takes a 
largely biographical approach but also analyses 
some of the major themes in the history of the 
diocese during the period. After serving as a 
curate at St John’s, Desborough Road, he was 
appointed Vicar of High Wycombe in 1895, 
where he was to stay for the next 15 years. In 
1910 he became Archdeacon and later the first 
Suffragan Bishop of Buckingham. Three of his 
four sons were killed on the Western Front in 
the First World War (there is a memorial 
window to them in All Saints’ Church). In 1921 
he moved to Oxford as the Archdeacon and 
Assistant Bishop. He never became a diocesan 
bishop, but for many years played a key role in 
one of the largest dioceses in the Church of 
England. 

Amberley Publishing, Winchester 
SO22 4NB 
Paperback, 146 pp, £8-50,  
P&P £1.50 
John has commented that he 
helped the author with this book 
some 6 years ago.–Ed. 

 
John Gore 

 
 

 

High Wycombe 
(Ottakar's Local History Series) 

Compiled by Roger Cole 

This book will be a fascinating addition to 
many local bookshelves. The result of Ottakar's 
recent competition that we publicised in our 
summer issue, this book is a varied compila-
tion of memories and local history submitted 
by local people. These are interspersed with 
fascinating and well-reproduced photographs, 
some submitted by the authors and others 
gathered by Roger Cole and his team from 
other local sources. There are personal memo-
ries going back to the 1920s, there is a piece 
on High Wycombe's contribution to Aviation, 
and there is a touching story of an Italian 
servant of the Disraeli family in Bradenham 
who had earlier worked for Lord Byron. 
We are delighted that so many of our members 
contributed to this book. Particular congratula-
tions go to Dorothy Porteous, now aged 86, 

who was adjudged one of the three winners. 
Other members contributing were Eric 
Alexander, Roger File, Peter Hazzard, Stuart 
King, Margaret Morris, Jim Tanner and Dawn 
Williams. Congratulations also to Ottakar's for 
sponsoring this successful initiative. 
Produced in association with Tempus Publishing 
Ltd, Stroud, GL5 2QG. 
Paperback, 96 pp, £10.99 
 

 

On the Web 
We have received acknowledgements from new 
members, who have joined via our website 
(address at top of page) and they have com-
mented favourably about its content. 
Our newsletter editor is a "web master" who 
has also helped the Association of North 
Thames Amenity Societies (ANTAS) by setting 
up their web site (www.antas.org.uk). 
The new Chief Executive of The Civic Trust has 
stated that all amenity societies should have 
their own web site and that all members 
should be encouraged to "get on 
the net". 
Our thanks to Chris Woodman for 
his considerable work and effort 
in this exciting new area of 
personal communication. 

Roger Lawson 
 

 

The Importance of Design 
If you want to understand how crucial design is 
to a new housing development, take a look at 
the G-Plan site. Now that many dwellings are 
occupied, you can drive in from Gordon Road, 
through and up over the old railway bridge.  

Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear! A long straight road 
of truly Heathrow runway proportions. We are 
told this is because the houses on the left had to 
act as an acoustic screen from the noise of the 
Ercol factory. Although there’s been an attempt 
to break the monotony with fancy brickwork 
and varied individual facades, it couldn’t win. 
We look for far, far better on the Wycombe 
Marsh and Paper Mill site, where top notch 
urban designers have been hired, and the 
developer seems to have a good track record. 
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Obituaries 

Elsie Fowler 
It was always a pleasure to meet Elsie and Eric 
Fowler, in the days of their active membership 
of the Society. We were in grateful debt to Eric 
for the drawings of local heritage scenes that 
he donated to the Society, and which we still 
sell as illustrated notelets or Christmas cards. 
Elsie met Eric in the RAF in which they both 
served during the Second World War. They 
became active members of our Society. When 
Eric passed on, we saw less of Elsie, but 
individual members were able to keep in touch. 
Elsie is remembered as a charming person, 
with a considered and refreshing view on 
many, many topics and aspects of life, but 
above all, perhaps, for her talent as a poet. One 
of her best was "Jack the Man" which she read 
to the audience at the Celebration of Jack 
Scruton's life in June 1991. It was printed for 
posterity in our memorial booklet, "Jack 
Scruton – A Pioneer in Conservation". 

Roger Lawson 

We reproduce one of Elsie's poems opposite–Ed. 
 

 

George Rolfe 
Family and friends almost filled All Saints' 
Church on 9 October for a service of 
remembrance and thanksgiving for the life of 
George Rolfe. It was a joyous, uplifting 
occasion, reflecting the high regard in which 
George was held by so many in the town. 
George moved to High Wycombe at the age of 5. 
He was educated at the Royal Grammar School 
from the age of 7 to 10, then at Caldicott Prep. 
School, Hitchin and The Leys School, 
Cambridge. On leaving school, he joined the 
local firm of William Birch, where his father 
was the accountant. There he developed his 
great love of wood, from raw material to a well-
crafted piece of furniture. He also grew to love 
the people and processes involved in its 
manufacture. 
He became company secretary of Birch's, 
continuing when Gommes took over. In his last 
years, he was a Company Director and proud 
to play a part in the G-Plan range. He also 
played an important role in keeping the factory 
open in Kenya, saving many jobs.  
Together with his wife, Elizabeth, he developed 
a great love of High Wycombe, its surroundings 
and its people. He was very supportive of 
Elizabeth as a committee member of the Rye 
Protection Society. Elizabeth was enraged at 
proposals to build a road across the corner of 
the Rye, and gathered many signatures for the 
petition. Shortly after the famous victory, there 

were plans to convert the 
Red Lion Hotel in the High 
Street into Woolworth's. 
The likely loss of a well-
known hotel spurred those 
in the Rye Protection 
Society to consider the 
need for a wider group to 
fight for other parts of the 
town. 
George and Elizabeth 

became members of the High Wycombe 
Society, remaining loyal and active throughout. 
(For some years they were volunteer postmen.) 
George also supported the Rotary Club with its 
motto "Service above self" and was ultimately 
honoured for his 50 years' service. He became 
a committed Christian and an active member 
of All Saints'. He loved singing, having had a 
good treble voice as a boy and developed a life-
long love of music. Another great love was 
sport. He played cricket and hockey (the latter 
at county level) and particularly enjoyed rugby 
Internationals on television. He took pride in 
doing a job well, however menial. 

George Rolfe 

He devoted much love and effort to bringing up 
his four children. All spoke at the memorial 
service – of his energy, his enthusiasm, his love 
of life and nature, and his high standards 
(illustrated by wonderful letters to his children, 
which seemed to come from another age–Ed.). 
Many happy memories were recounted: walks 
with the family dog, Gyp, and holidays in the 
country (where his family found with surprise 
one morning that he had already climbed 
Snowdon before breakfast). 
Then there was his loveable eccentricity. A few 
years ago, George was stopped by a 
policewoman in a car at 5.30am on a lovely 
summer's morning as he walked back along 
London Road to his flat. "Can I help you, sir?" 
she asked, noticing him in his coloured 
dressing gown, trousers and cap. Jauntily, he 
replied, "No, thank you, I've just been over on 
the Rye watching the sun rise." 

Annie Woodward 
 

 

Freda Wilkinson 
Freda was a loyal member of the Society having 
joined in 1982. Originally from Lancashire, she 
had been in this area for 20 years, becoming 
involved in local history societies and 
particularly the WI. She helped serve coffee at 
meetings and particularly enjoyed the car tours 
of Hidden Bucks, based on Jean Archer's 
books. For several years she was one of our 
volunteer postmen, delivering newsletters in 
Terriers. Her partner of 28 years, Brian 
Saunders, remains in the Society. 

Annie Woodward 
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“In My Opinion…” 
Can you shred my waste? 
I hope you have all been to see the progress of 
the mill restoration and, perhaps, relaxed for a 
while and drunk tea in the garden. It was 
lovely to see you and talk to you. But now I am 
preparing for next year's flowers. Like you I am 
battling with the ubiquitous falling leaves – 
sycamore and ash, so spiny, take a year at 
least to rot down. As soon as this year's are 
raked up I can spread last year's rotted leaves 
over the ground where the snowdrops will 
make a grand show in the spring. Can anyone 
tell me why the snowdrop bulbs always force 
themselves to the surface at this time of the 
year, or do the birds or squirrels dig them up, 
and if so – why?  
But I have a bigger problem to ask you for help 
– a growing pile of fallen branches, prunings or 
similar woody rubbish – too big for the compost 
heap. We have not had a bonfire for a year at 
least so it has grown to monumental propor-
tions that would cause havoc with smoke 
across London Road. I have asked Mr Swindell 
if I could possibly borrow a shredder – it would 
make a good mulch for the garden – but the 
Council does not possess one: it would have to 
be hired and the insurance would be prohibit-
ive. His only solution was that they should take 
the pile away. A relief, but it grieves me to lose 
that good mulch. So, has anyone got a 
shredder – or know someone who has one, a 
fairly sturdy one – who would be willing to 
bring it and, hopefully, supervise its use? Even 
if only the smaller branches were shredded it 
would reduce the pile drastically and make the 
site a lot tidier. Please, it would be greatly 
appreciated. And I look forward to seeing you 
all next year. 

Margaret Simmons 
 

 

Knees – Did you get them? 
Yes, indeed, the 
knobbly appurten-
ances shown in our 
Autumn issue were 
those of our 
Chairman and his 
acolyte, Executive 
Committee Member 
and former District 
Councillor, Ron 
Sims! 
And the Hon. Sec. 
never got to Ascot. 
That hat was sold as 
a dried flower 
arrangement.  
What a waste! 

Christmas Shopping 
by Elsie Fowler 
Now the season's in the offing, 
Everybody's Christmas shopping, 
Buying things like fashion tops, 
Perfume, soap and fancy socks, 
Coloured tights and baby frocks. 
It's such a rush, you wilt and tire, 
Seem to have but one desire, 
To look around and find maybe 
Somewhere for a cup of tea. 
In Castle Street the place to stop 
Is right outside the Coffee Shop. 
Stagger in to find a seat, 
Take the weight off aching feet. 
Think about the things you've bought 
Then suddenly – an awful thought –  
In dismay you give a shout, 
"My parking time is running out." 

 

 

Thoughts of a Local Web-Surfer 
I don't live in High Wycombe now but my 
parents grew up there and I feel it is my home 
town. I've worked at the hospital, went to the 
college (an example of bad planning and 
uninspiring architecture) and support the 
football team. I now live in Coleshill. My 
attitude to the town has waxed and waned. 
Mostly I feel aggrieved at the lack of careful 
thought that seems to have ignored its 
excellent natural setting and at what seems to 
me expedient short term town planning. 
In particular, ignorance towards the river Wye 
as an asset to the town. It must have been 
seen as a nuisance, a strip of ground from 
which no profit could be drawn. In these times 
I suspect it would be illegal to concrete over a 
section of river. Though my letter in the BFP on 
the subject drew no response I am sure if such 
a scheme were proposed today there would be 
strenuous objections. 
Anyway, I notice that the river is not an 'Issue'. 
What are the general feelings of the Society 
towards reinstating the river within the town? 
Do you think that it would be an asset that 
would draw people to shop in the town if the 
river were re-landscaped into the new plans? It 
could provide a unique and encouraging 
atmosphere to the shopping expeditions of the 
people that we hope to 'capture' from other 
shopping centres.  
Also, I am a great fan of the park and ride 
system. It encourages me to go to Oxford! 
That great ugly concrete barn of a bus station 
should go. If anything is a commercial dead 
space it is that! 

Graham William Thorne 

Mr Thorne visited our web site and e-mailed 
these thoughts to us. He is now a member.–Ed. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr and Mrs D W Abbott of Robinson Rd, HW 
Mr B Austin of Hatters Lane, HW 
Mrs S Burton of Windrush Court, HW 
Mr T Carter of St John's Rd, Tylers Green 
Mr A Cole of Windsor Drive, Terriers 
Mr R C Cox of Hearn Close, Penn 
Ms D Edwards of Hicks Farm Rise, HW 
Mrs J M Jones of Windrush Court, HW 
Mr G W Thorne of Hill Meadow, Coleshill 
Mr B Youens of Hicks Farm Rise, HW 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Mrs Elsie Fowler    
Mr George Rolfe    

Mrs Freda Wilkinson    

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. Please see p.10. 
 

 

Marlow in Pictures 
The speaker at our January 10th meeting (see 
below), Dr Rachel Brown, is a microbiologist, 
formerly Head of Bacteriology at the Queen 
Elizabeth College (University of London). She is 
a farmer’s daughter, and still farms near to

her birthplace in Marlow. In 1991 she helped 
compile “Great Marlow, parish and people in the 
19th century”. We eagerly await her talk, “An 
Historical Walk around Marlow in Pictures”. Do join 
us! 

Angela Rees 
 

 

Christmas is (still) coming... 
On Monday 8th October I saw the Christmas 
lights being put up in the town centre. Is this a 
record? 

Annie Woodward
(always watchful)

 
 

 

 

Volunteer a volunteer! 
Lots of material this month, but we’d still like 
more human interest. We sometimes wonder if 
our members are just too modest! Let's try a 
different approach. If you know somebody who 
just might have something to say, memories to 
recall, or an opinion to express, for the benefit of 
the Newsletter, just tip off your editor, would 
you? Yes, that would be very helpful! We suspect 
there are too many people hiding their lights 
under bushels and they need smoking out. 
Meanwhile, contributions from voluntary 
volunteers will remain as welcome as ever. 

Material for the Spring issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 February, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

2002
Thur
Regg

Thur
Regg
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Tues
Regg
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Regg

 

Put these in your
diary now! 

 
sday 10 January 7.45pm 
ie Goves Centre 

 
Quarterly Meeting: "An Historical Wal
Pictures." Speaker: Dr Rachel Brown,
Drinks and mince pies to welcome in
above). 

sday 18 April 7.30pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General M
talk: "Working with and not against N
The Soil Association. 

ay 12 May 11.00am-5.00pm Pann Mill Open Day. Pann Mill turns 
Bring & Buy Stall and teas and cakes
starting at Parish Church, and Water
both leave at 2.30pm for 1½ hours a

day 21 May 7.45 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Arts Festival Meeting: illustrated talk
High Wycombe – The First 900 Years

rday 25 May 8.00am-noon 
 Market House 

Charity Market Stall. 

ay 23 June Guided Walk around Historical Marlo
Brown. 1½ hours. (Details in next iss

sday 11 July 7.45 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: "The role of the m
today's Wycombe." Speaker: Vicki Wo
Wycombe Museum. 
Don't forget – 10th January
k around Marlow in 
 The Marlow Society. 
 the New Year (see 

eeting, followed by a 
ature." Speaker from 

again, and mills flour. 
. Also Town Trail 
 Trail from Pann Mill; 
nd end at Pann Mill. 

, "All Saints Church, 
." Speaker: John Gore. 

w, with Dr Rachel 
ue and on web site.) 

useum service in 
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