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Moving Forward – Together 
Our Hon. Sec. gets the front slot in this issue.–Ed. 

SOME OF you may recall that at the AGM this year I mentioned that the Society would be facing 
considerable challenges over the next few years.  As the Society’s Hon. Sec., one of my duties is 
to identify issues that we as a Society might need to address.  Most people would agree that we 
want to be a strong, effective and knowledgeable Society, and that this means facing up to 
change.  However, these changes are coming faster and are greater in scope than ever before.  
New planning regulations and new forms of Local Government are being imposed, and those 
involved in issues such as planning and transport have to grapple with these changes. 

However, it is all very well to modernise and to try to be professional in our approach, but we 
have to be careful that we don't "chuck the baby out with the bath water."    The "soul" of our 
Society is a great legacy from our founding Hon. Secretary, Jack Scruton, and must not be lost.  
How to reconcile the need to move forward whilst keeping the spirit of our Society is our biggest 
challenge. I believe the solution lies in greater communication. 

Over the years, we have forged links with both Local Government in the form of our District and 
County Councils and with other "official" bodies, and we have made good progress with this in 
recent years.  But now we have to forge stronger links with you, our Members.  Saying we need to 
communicate more is all very well, but how is this to be put into practice?  First, I hope we can 
hold regular forums with groups such as our Residents' Associations, so that issues that affect us 
all can be discussed and fed back to the Executive Committee.  (Attendance will not be restricted 
in any way, and we will be pleased to see any interested member at these meetings). 

I will also endeavour to bring matters that are raised at these special forums to your attention at 
our Quarterly Meetings.  These meetings do not leave much time for discussion, but I would be 
pleased to talk to you at the end of the meeting, and of course I can be contacted at any time by 
telephone.  Your views will then be shared with the Executive Committee members. 

Facing up to change is also vital if we are to recruit more new members. We must not be seen as 
a "has been" Society.  To stay relevant we must move with the times.  By doing so together, we 
can determine that our Society will continue to be relevant to the life of the local community and 
environment whilst holding on to our identity, which springs from our past. 

Frances Presland 

Honorary Secretary: Frances Presland, 61 Hicks Farm Rise, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 7SX. Tel:  (01494) 523263 
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Transport 

On the Move 
THE LAST quarter has been a period of great activity on the transport front, with progress on two 
causes closest to our heart – the High Wycombe-Bourne End ultra-light railway proposal, and demand-
responsive transport. There was a comprehensive exhibition about Handy Cross and Cressex, and a  
valuable one-day transport symposium on 5 December. There has also been an important shift east of 
the town centre where the unloved busway proposal (no, not the bus lane!) has been abandoned. 

The HBL railway 
The trigger for progress on our High Wycombe 
Bourne End ultra-light railway proposal was the 
ongoing Thames Valley Multi-Modal Study 
(TVMMS) being progressed by W S Atkins 
(consultants) under the chairmanship of the 
Government Office for the South-East (GOSE). In 
preliminary work, Atkins identified one of the 
problems of the area as being that the best 
public transport links are radial to London and 
there is shortage of North-South links. We have 
been unable to fathom the shenanigans that led 
the High Wycombe-Maidenhead corridor to 
appear and then disappear from their news-
letters, but the upshot of discussion in WDC’s 
confidential Policy Advisory Group is that the 
District Council now supports some kind of rail 
link to Maidenhead, and will urge that the 
consultants model the costs and benefits of 
different options. BCC remain very sceptical of 
the economics but we now look forward to an 
independent, objective appraisal. 

More recently, the Inspector’s report on the 
Local Plan public inquiry has emerged. It is 
difficult to see how the Inspector managed so 
comprehensively to misjudge the proposal, 
drawing on his own background knowledge of 
the unsuccessful history of  sub-metre gauge  
railways in Wales and elsewhere, and the fact 
that it is a long way to Marlow via Bourne End, 
to pour cold water on the project’s prospects. 
But he has noted that the protection of the line 
of the old railway primarily for recreational 
purposes, and of potential diversion routes, will 
keep all options open. 

Demand Responsive Transport 
Following our successful workshop at Adams 
Park reported in the last Newsletter, the District 
Council held a seminar for District and County 
Councillors on 8 October. We were privileged to 
be invited by the chairman, Cllr Audrey Jones, to 
attend although it was not a public meeting and 
we cannot report individual councillors’ 
positions.  There were excellent contributions 
from John Hodgkins (BCC Public Transport 
Manager), Jeff Duffle of Mobisoft and Keith 
Broadie of Wycombe General Hospital. It would 
be fair to say that many Councillors were 
inspired and excited by what they heard, but 
wary of how DRT, with its considerable potential 
benefits especially for socially excluded groups, 

would pay its way. The main conclusion seemed 
to be that “partnerships” should be sought so 
that the financial benefits (e.g. to social services 
and health providers) could help pay the costs. 
However, it was obvious at the transport 
symposium (see below) that the tide is at last 
moving strongly towards DRT. 

Handy Cross and Cressex 
The Handy Cross exhibition was effectively a 
follow-up to the “corridors study” on which we 
hosted an open meeting in November 2001. The 
Highways Agency presented detailed proposals 
for their major improvements to the motorway 
junction (including several new slip roads and an 
internal link across the roundabout on the 
Wycombe side), while the County and District 
Councils presented their proposals for Cressex, 
including options to improve the roundabout at 
the top of Marlow Hill, complete the long-
awaited Cressex Link Road (with the rather 
dramatic proposal not to allow traffic using the 
Link Road to turn into Cressex Road), and 
prevent through traffic along Turnpike Road for 
road safety reasons. But perhaps the most 
significant element was the proposal for the new 
Cressex Link bus service, to link the railway 
station, town centre and hospital to the 
industrial estate. This is planned to include an 
important “DRT” aspect, with employers able to 
call on the service on a responsive basis.  

Transport Symposium 
This session brought together County and 
District Councillors with consultation “partners” 
such as ourselves, the Chiltern Society, the 
Bucks Economic Partnership, Centre Link and 
Arriva. Some Councillors saw it as replacing the 
axed Joint Transport Strategy Panel. Jerry 
Unsworth (WDC) and Gary Emmerson (BCC) 
drew comprehensive pictures of the challenges. 
Mike Knight (BCC) described a project to 
improve conditions for all road users in the 
country lanes between Wycombe and Aylesbury. 
We heard a great deal about DRT (in the 
country, it’s “DRT or nothing” said John 
Kemplen of BCC) and the Cressex Link.  

There was anguished discussion of London 
Road. The dramatic news was Mr Emmerson’s 
announcement that the £5m busway had had to 
be abandoned because it would not be cost-
effective (surprise, surprise! – see our leading 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 3 NEWSLETTER WINTER 2002/2003 
 
 
article in the Spring Newsletter). As for the bus 
lane, only the bus companies like it (but taxi 
drivers, who pointed out that they are DRT too, 
want to use it!). There was much talk of making 
better use of the road space through better 
junction designs, and perhaps even a “red route” 
or “High Occupancy Vehicle lanes” (which the 
police said they would not enforce). Mr 
Emmerson said bus priorities of some sort are 
essential and solutions are needed before 
Wycombe Marsh is occupied. Cllr Anthea Hardy 
called for a new road to get buses from the 
station to the Law Courts, and a bus operator 
asked for a bus contraflow lane in Easton Street 
(but BCC said a right turn into Crendon Street 
would be impossible). Our own Elsa Woodward 
insisted that people simply will not use buses to 
catch trains, although DRT would be different.  

The charismatic Stefan Dimic (BCC) enthused 
about firms’ travel plans (and threw us lovely 
yellow frisbies!). We heard a great deal about the 
level of bus subsidies (including DRT). BCC aim 
to keep these down to £3 per passenger. A DRT 

call centre is said to cost a minimum of £1 per 
passenger for starters! Chiltern Railways’ 
startlingly successful DRT operation at Bicester 
is alleged to cost them £12 per passenger! 
Several people complained there seemed to be a 
dearth of proper data about travel patterns but 
BCC insisted they knew where people came from 
though perhaps they hadn’t found a way to 
present it to the public effectively! 

Summing up, Cllr Rodney Royston (BCC Cabinet 
Member) professed himself well satisfied with 
the “very helpful” event which had brought out 
thoughts that would not have surfaced any other 
way. He would “work with you” to develop 
proposals for London Road. A record would be 
circulated and he hoped to repeat the event not 
less than once per year.  

We agree with Cllr Royston’s appraisal. It was a 
useful and stimulating occasion and the level of 
consultation represented by this event and the 
Cressex exhibition must make for better 
decision-making, more attuned to the wishes of 
residents. 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
THE HIGH WYCOMBE Society receives correspondence from affiliated societies, organisations to which 
we subscribe and various official bodies.  It is not possible to produce a comprehensive list of articles, 
and the articles below are often produced from a mixture of sources.  However, if there is an item of 
particular interest to you, please let me know, and I will give you the sources of the article. 

Reform of the planning system 

Many groups and societies are very concerned 
about Government proposals to reform planning 
procedures.  During the consultation period, 
15,000 letters were received by John Prescott's 
office (including one from our Society), 90% of 
which criticised the reform proposals.  Now John 
Prescott has made it clear he will press ahead 
and abolish structure plans, replacing them with 
regional strategies and local development 
frameworks. 

There are some good points to the new system, 
but in my opinion they are outweighed by the 
bad.  For instance, there are plans to slim down 
and speed up the planning application process.  
Planning decisions would be speeded up all 
right, but at a real cost to democracy. (Editor’s 
note: our July quarterly meeting will tackle the 
question of the new planning system and how it will 
affect us locally, with talks by BCC and WDC 
officers.) 

Encroachment on Common Land 

The Open Spaces Society is campaigning for a 
change in the law, to compel local authorities to 
save Common Land from encroachment from 
buildings, fences, "garden creep" and new tracks.  
At present, although such practices are illegal, a 
local authority may not do anything to stop such 
activities, by pleading poverty.  The High 
Wycombe Society fully supports this campaign.  

If you know of any encroachment on Common 
Land locally, please contact the Hon. Sec. as the 
Open Spaces Society is compiling a list of 
encroachments. 

Airport proposals 

The proposed building of new and expansion of 
existing airports has concerned many 
conservation groups.  There is much opposition 
to the building of a new airport at Cliffe (north 
Kent).  If this were built, a site of international 
importance for migrating birds, an RSPB nature 
reserve and three sites of scientific interest 
would be utterly destroyed.  These marshes are 
also famous in fiction, as Pip (of Dickens’ Great 
Expectations) met Magwitch there. 

At Heathrow, the hamlet of Harmondsworth 
would cease to exist, together with one of the 
best tithe barns in Britain, a Norman church, 
eight Grade II listed buildings and 25% of a 
conservation area.  Over two hundred homes are 
also threatened with destruction. 

At Stansted, two scheduled monuments are lost 
under all the options being considered.  Also, 
the site of medieval Takeley Priory is at risk if all 
three proposed runways are built.  Many Grade 
II buildings are at risk: 29 for one runway, 50 for 
two and 69 if all three are built. 

Frances Presland
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Planning 

Planning This Quarter 
THE PLANNING GROUP continues to meet 
monthly, and the scale and number of major 
developments which demand our consideration 
seems always to be increasing, as this report will 
show. But first, let us take a look at changes in 
our group membership.  

Membership  Annie Woodward and Frances 
Presland have both decided to leave the group 
after several years in order to concentrate on 
other aspects of Society business. Many thanks 
to them for their contributions. Joining us for the 
first time this quarter are Evelyn Roe, Jane 
Petherick and Garth Baxter. Welcome to the 
group and we hope you find our activites 
interesting. John Gore is relinquishing the 
leadership at the end of the year after 
coordinating the Society’s planning activities 
since 1991, and Tony Fooks is taking over. He 
can be contacted on 01494 526580. 

Former Ercol site  Developers Bellway Homes 
put on an exhibition in one of the disused former 
Ercol buildings in September to show details of 
their planning application to interested local 
residents and others. Outline planning 
permission for 265 homes had already been 
granted, but when the details of how this was to 
be implemented were revealed, namely, with two 
and three-storey houses and three and four-
storey apartment blocks, residents of nearby 
Terryfield Road were appalled as they realised 
that their long distance views would be blocked 
and their gardens overlooked. The overall 
density would, in fact, be about 58 dwellings per 
hectare. This is permitted under the latest 
Government planning guidance (PPG3), but only 
provided that public transport is good – and 
currently no one can claim that public transport 
along the London Road is that good! The many 
developments along the London Road already in 
the pipeline are likely to make congestion even 
worse. 

We commented on the density and height of the 
proposed buildings in our letter of objection, and 
also raised the issue of on-site parking. We 
generally agree with Council policy to limit 
parking in zones where public transport is good, 
but on this site one parking space per dwelling 
does seem to be totally inadequate. Where 
would doctors and other emergency service 
vehicles park? And visitors would no doubt park 
in nearby roads causing a nuisance to residents 
there. We think a redesign to correct these 
deficiencies is called for. 

As we go to press, we hear that the developers 
have responded to criticism by withdrawing the 

application, and it is to be hoped that the 
expected revised application will aim at a much 
higher standard. 

Former Wycombe Marsh Paper Mill site  
Another massive planning application for the 
redevelopment of the old paper mill site was 
submitted in October by Thames Water, and we 
must commend the developer for arranging an 
exhibition of proposals and a discussion meeting 
for interested parties at Bassetsbury Manor. The 
application calls for the building of 107 
dwellings, mostly in the form of apartment 
blocks; over 9600 sq m of retail warehousing 
with 369 car parking spaces; a 1520 sq m 
community hall with health and fitness centre; 
and a 320 sq m restaurant. Road alterations at 
the Micklefield Road junction would also be part 
of the scheme. 

It may be recalled that we have opposed retail 
warehousing here from the time the draft 
District Local Plan to 2011 was first published, 
but will have to abide by the decision of the 
Inspector who conducted the Public Inquiry into 
the Plan, whose report is expected soon. Our 
criticism of the present proposal is that visitors 
to High Wycombe along the London Road will be 
greeted by a view consisting of warehouses 
fronted by a sea of cars. Other points in the 
design concern us. For example, one residential 
block is tacked onto the end of a warehouse in a 
confusion of styles and functions, and, as on the 
Ercol site, only one parking space per dwelling is 
proposed for most of the residential blocks, with 
no obvious place for emergency service and 
visitors’ vehicles to park. Also, it seems that 
local people and organisations are disappointed 
with the facilities on offer at the proposed 
community hall. We hope the applicant will 
respond with an improved design. 

Everyone is concerned about the extra traffic 
which will be generated by all the developments 
along the London Road unless there is a 
dramatic increase in acceptable public 
transport. As readers will know, the Society’s 
Transport Group has suggested reopening the 
High Wycombe-Bourne End railway line as an 
ultra-light tramway as a means of reducing road 
traffic. To further this aim, we have pointed out 
to Thames Water the desirability of reserving a 
corridor on the sewage treatment works site to 
ensure a continuous track-bed for this route. 

16 Lucas Road   Readers may recall an earlier 
planning application for demolition of the 
present house and the building of a 32-bed 
residential care home on this Conservation Area 
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site. This was refused by Wycombe District 
Council and the subsequent appeal failed. Next, 
an application was filed calling for three houses 
to be built at the bottom of the garden, with an 
access road between two existing houses. This 
was also refused, and an appeal is pending. Now 
a fresh application for the demolition of No 16 
and the building of a 24-bed residential care 
home has been submitted. In our opinion, this is 
also an over-development which adversely 
affects the amenities of neighbours, so we have 
again objected. 

Amersham Road reservoir aerial  Residents in 
Amersham Road were shocked to receive letters 
from Orange, the mobile phone company, telling 
them that they wished to erect a 20 metre high 
aerial on the reservoir site just a few metres 
from a neighbouring house and from the 
roadside. Orange invited comments before they 
make a formal application, so we have written to 
urge them to try to find a site well away from 
housing. We pointed out that current 
Government advice is that ‘genuine public fears 

and concerns’ should be taken into 
consideration when locating aerials. Also, we do 
not consider the proposed enclosure for the 
aerial and equipment is up to Conservation Area 
standard. 

Project Phoenix  The people of High Wycombe 
are still waiting to discover if and when the 
Phoenix is going to rise out of the ashes of the 
abandoned Western Sector development, and 
whether or not Tesco’s are going to built around. 
All will be revealed early next year, we are told, 
when the public are promised the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed plans before a 
planning application is submitted. Stannifer, the 
owners of the Octagon are expected to be the 
lead developer for the project which 
encompasses a new bus station, major stores, a 
new library, housing and leisure facilities. A 
bonus which we would all welcome would be a 
deculverted River Wye running through the 
centre. 

Tony Fooks/John Gore

The Environment Centre at Holywell Mead 
23 NOVEMBER saw the long-awaited opening of the new Environment Centre, which was the subject of 
so much controversy when the project was launched in 2000. Roger Lawson writes:  

“The interior of the centre is very light and 
pleasant, and very tastefully decorated and 
furnished. The upper meeting room has chairs 
for approx. 100 persons, donated by the 
Christian Science Church, and they match the 
décor and fittings. The room is available for hire 
for £10 per hour to 
environmental groups 
(£30 to commercial 
bodies). The ground 
floor exhibition space 
can also be rented.” 

Roger continues: “The 
building deserves a 
great deal of appropriate 
use,” but goes on to 
point out that school 
parties will face the cost 
of a coach to get them 
there, and that evening use (except in the 
summer), will be deterred by the dark approach. 
He concludes that the manager, Jane Campbell, 
will need to be resourceful to attract customers. 

Now that the building is complete, we can see 
that our concerns at the time of planning 

consent were spot on. We pointed out that the 
building would be significantly taller and bulkier 
than the old swimming pool buildings, and 
intrusive and incongruous. It is indeed, and we 
hope that the horribly inappropriate shade of 
pink will be rectified as soon as possible. (It 

does not comply with the 
planning consent which 
required the colour to 
match the other swim-
ming pool buildings.) 

Nevertheless, the building 
is now there. It is a very 
valuable environmental 
resource, and it is in 
everybody’s interest that 
it succeeds and does not 
need to be transferred, 
for example, to a 

commercial operator.  

Inside, the building is delightful and the 
attractive and exciting opening exhibition 
showed the great use that could be made of it. 
We wish the manager and trustees well in their 
challenging task. 
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Housing Awayday 
THE OFFICIAL title was “Quality Review Tour”.  The invitation from Chris Swanwick, the District 
Council’s Director of Planning, explained that the Planning Services Best Value Review had indicated 
the need for a “regular quality review process”, so would we, and representatives of other local bodies, 
care to accompany him and councillors on a full day coach trip to visit a number of recently completed 
housing sites in London and the Home Counties?  The proposal seemed particularly timely. We had 
long realised that the design of housing is crucial in creating new neighbourhoods that fit elegantly into 
our district. Government Planning Policy Guidance clearly advises councils that they may reject 
planning applications on grounds of poor design, but what is poor design and, indeed, what is good 
design? One can’t expect Councils to reject applications, let alone a planning inspector uphold them, 
purely on the basis that “we don’t like it”. The Committee on Architecture and the Built Environment 
(CABE) has issued a splendid booklet, “Better Places to Live”, with examples, but the prospect of a 
guided tour around some recent cases, some of them award-winning, was an absorbing prospect. 

So we gratefully accepted, and presented 
ourselves outside the Council Offices at 8.00am 
on 3 October. We were to visit three out-of-

district sites, at Kew, Hackney and Bishops 
Stortford. But first, the officers bravely took us 
to two local sites – G-Plan and Glory Mill. 

The G-Plan site has featured in these columns 
before, in 2001, when we criticised its runway-
like main street. We were not alone in our views. 
The scale and form are barracks-like, the car 
parking arrangements are monotonous and 
intrusive, and yet evidently insufficient. The lack 
of balconies is not only a lost amenity for 
residents but a missed opportunity to soften the 
appearance. But doing the rounds with the 
experts helped us understand the difficult 
constraints – the plans were 
approved when noise from 
Ercol was still expected to be a 
problem, and the design had to 
take that and, of course, the 
railway into account. We were 
glad to hear that when the 
building is complete, there is 
to be a central open space 
which should provide a focus. 

After a quick glance over the 
fence at Wycombe Marsh, 
Glory Mill, although less advanced was a 
welcome contrast. The design is varied and far 
from monolithic, with both wide open spaces 
and intimate cul-de-sacs. A high density is 
achieved, without falling into the twin traps of 
over-massive structures and excessive height. 
And, joy of joys, both branches of the River Wye 

flow through the site, mainly unculverted, and 
add to the pleasant variety. 

Our third stop was at 
Kew Riverside.  This is of 
particular interest to 
Wycombers, because the 
developer, St James 
Homes, is the same 
consortium of Thames 
Water and Berkeley 
Homes that is to develop 
our own Wycombe 
Marsh. Riverside is an 
impressive, successful 

development. The scale of both the site and the 
buildings is huge. Much of the parking was 
underground, and balconies were built into the 
designs and not just bolted on the outside. 
Although the layout was essentially rectilinear, 
there was a good mix of designs and property 
types. The developers’ policy (as at Wycombe 
Marsh) is that the highways will not be adopted, 
so they can avoid the local highways authority’s 
inappropriate design standards and are 
empowered to keep up maintenance and repair 
standards in the future. But that is not to say 

that the concept can be copied for us. The scale 
is fine for a major London suburb, but would be 
thoroughly out of place (as the developers freely 
admit) in Wycombe-on-the-Wye. And the cost 
structure is hugely different. Apart from the 
mandatory proportion of “affordable housing”, 
flats were going for around £500,000 and any 

The intimacy of Glory Mill, and the whooshing of the unculverted R. Wye 

Kew: flats come for only £500,000. Or have something more affordable! 
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house (even a town house) would set you back 
around £1 million!!! The high quality of the 
architecture owed a great deal to the sums of 
money available. Yet it was impressive to see the 
resources of a major developer being directed to 
creating an exciting and innovative development. 

Our next stop was a contrast with all that went 
before and after: a very high density down-town 

site in the Mile End Road with 6 houses and 59 
flats achieving a density of 148 dwellings per 
hectare, that had won the Housing Design 
“Building for Life” award this year. Impressive it 
was, and certainly not totally irrelevant to our 
town in the context of the policy of incorporating 
housing into retail developments. 

Traffic problems meant we had to give the 
award-winning development of Murray Grove, 
Hackney, a miss, and the coach pressed on to 
the outskirts of Bishops Stortford where, after an 
excellent lunch at the Harvest Moon, we came to 
our last port of call at the huge St 
Michael’s Mead development. Despite 
the scale of the development as a 
whole, and the possible criticism that 
it involved a pastiche of styles 
(reminiscent of Prince Charles’ 
Poundbury development at 
Dorchester), it was consistently 
homely and intimate at the local level. 
However, the development depended 
for its success on its location in 
relatively open, if rather boring, 
countryside which allowed the illusion 
that it was situated in parkland. It 
would certainly not transpose to 
Wycombe centre, though it might just 
be relevant to Terriers Farm (see p.8). 

But crucially, we were told that the success of 
the development owed a great deal to the 
sensitivity of the developers, Countryside 
Properties, and their designers Melville Dunbar. 
The local planning authority’s view was that it 
would not necessarily be easy to persuade other 
developers to adopt the same approach. 

And with that, our driver gamely battled around 
the M25 back to High Wycombe. We arrived in 
good spirits if an hour or so late. It seemed 
unfortunate that so few District Councillors – 
particularly the members of the Development 
Control Committee – felt able to give up their 
time to benefit from a highly informative event. 
On our return we suggested there should be a 
meeting of participants to draw out the lessons 
learnt, and the Director of Planning has told us 
he hopes this can be part of a Planning Forum 
meeting in January. 

Mile End Rd. – model for down-town Wycombe? However, it seems to us that the central question 
is now not so much to identify the key features 
of successful housing developments, but how to 
persuade developers to propose them. 
Unfortunately, the planning system is geared to 
considering, and then accepting or rejecting, 
what applicants put forward, not telling them 
what to put forward. To get the best out of new 
estates in our town in the future, ways are going 
to have to be found to influence the design 
process well before formal applications are put 
forward for the Development Control Commit-
tee’s consideration. 

St Michael’s Mead – pastiche, maybe, but very habitable! 
 

 

Coming up at Wycombe Museum 
Exhibitions:  Up until 9 February, the Museum is running a collection of reproduction historic
costume by Wycombe designer Claudia Oliver. From 15 February until 13 April, there is the annual
Travels with a Tripod exhibition of historic local photographs, including work by Ron Goodearl and an
early 20th century photographer, Sweetland, and images from the Museum’s new acquisition from
MWK Photography. 

Events and Activities:  From 20 December to 6 January, Festive Food Trail (for children) – a hunt
around the galleries for historic Christmas food, at £1.50 a go. On 24 February at 7.45pm James
Rattue talks about his new book (see p.9).  From 11am to 12.30pm on 17, 18 and 20 February, Pin a
Picture – draw a picture of where you live or your favourite place and turn it into a badge for £1! 
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Local Plan – An Inspector Calls 
ON 4 DECEMBER 2002, 26 months after the Public Inquiry opened and 14 months after it closed, the 
report of the Planning Inspector on the Inquiry into the Wycombe District Local Plan to 2011 hit the 
letterboxes or, more precisely, the Wycombe District Council’s website.  The report runs to 642 pages. 
Copies are available to residents and societies for the moderate price of £35, but you can examine a 
copy at the Council’s office for free or even download the whole report to your PC, if you have one! One 
can only marvel at the ability of the two inspectors to assimilate and assess the huge amount of data 
they received. 

The District Council has produced an admirably 
concise summary of the main findings, which 
can be read alongside the Inspector’s own 7-
page summary.  

On the all-important issue of housing numbers, 
the Inspector rejected the District Council’s 
brave wheeze of using the Government’s “Plan, 
Monitor and Manage” policy to avoid specifying 
where the total requirement of 1,845 new 
dwellings in the District up to 2011 will go until 
later in the plan period, although he accepted 
the Council’s forecast of likely “windfall” sites. 
However, he also rejected the Abbey Barn North 
site which had been hotly contested by the 
Bassetsbury Group, and instead allocated the 
Terriers Farm site – to the regret, no doubt, of 
the Hazlemere residents though they will be well 
relieved that the larger and more sensitive 
Grange Farm site remains unallocated. He 
refused to allocate the Gomm Valley which he 
described as a “very attractive, prominent local 
landscape area” although, like Abbey Barn North 
(near the valley floor) and South (up the hill), it 
stays as an area of “safeguarded land” (ASL) to 
be fought over in a future local plan. The 
Inspector expressed clear doubts over Grange 
Farm and Lane End Road but ruled that they too 
must stay as ASLs at least until there is a 
“subregional review”. 

We have been pleased to see that the Inspector 
shared our wariness about relinquishing 
employment land (such as De La Rue or 
Broomwade) to provide more room for housing, 
but equally that he did not go so far as to 
support major new business parks, e.g. at Abbey 
Barn South. Not surprisingly, he refused to 
accept the spoiling objections to Wycombe 
Marsh by rival developers, and this now goes 
ahead (perhaps in a slightly less optimistic 
timescale) as a mixed use site (including, alas, 
the retail warehousing element). 

It is in connection with the transport elements 
that the report seems to be on the most shaky 
ground. For example, the busway by Gordon 
road is supported in concept (but see p.2!) and 
the Inspector seems to have comprehensively 
got the wrong end of the stick on our High 
Wycombe to Bourne End (HBL) light railway 
proposal, stating without justification that it is 

for a narrow gauge system and that it would be a 
long route to take to Marlow. It would indeed! 
But all is not lost, because he supports the 
safeguarding of the corridor for possible 
recreational use and notes that this would also 
keep other options open. In fact, the Inspector 
notes the awkward relationship between the 
Local Plan and the County-led Local Transport 
Plan (which must take the lead on specific 
transport links). He endorses the Council’s 
“criteria-based” approach to Park & Ride (i.e. no 
sites are designated in the Plan), and believes 
the need for “a bus/coach (and car?) 
interchange” at Handy Cross should be 
considered. 

Overall, a detailed inventory of our objections 
shows that we have been met on many other 
points, often through the Council’s own pre-
inquiry changes. Thus there is a shift away from 
large (more than 5-bedroom) houses; and the 
use of vacant spaces over shops is 
“encouraged”, not merely permitted. The 
Inspector offers some support for Combined 
Heat and Power schemes at a later stage, and 
recognises that the scope for forced moves of 
“badly sited users” is very limited.  

Perhaps the most welcome triumph is a matter 
on which the Society has campaigned strongly in 
the past although, on this occasion, Hazlemere 
residents and the National Trust made the 
running. The Inspector recommended deletion of 
safeguarding of the County Council’s proposed 
“Hazlemere Diversion” of the A404, because of 
its “severely detrimental impact” on the 
landscape of the Hughenden valley. 

Wycombe Marsh – the latest 
At a tetchy meeting of WDC’s Development 
Control Committee on 11 December, the 
Committee decided to give outline consent to 
the whole development. There were tensions 
over transport and educational matters – both 
County Council responsibilities. We put WDC on 
notice of our concern about design issues raised 
by the retail warehousing element, which we 
shall pursue when the detailed application is 
considered. We made progress on making 
provision for alternative routings for the light 
railway, on which we now understand a planning 
condition will be imposed. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

Chalk Streams of the Chilterns 
WE WERE introduced to Sarah Bentley by Roger Lawson, our Chairman, who drew our attention to 
the fact that listening to Radio 4 was of great educational value in light of  the fact that one of the 
issues Sarah would raise had been mentioned on Radio 4 news that very day.  The audience did, 
however, point out that Radio 2 listeners were also kept up to date on important issues!  For 
latecomers, this was in respect of mink v. water voles! 

The primary purpose of the Chilterns 
Conservation Board is to conserve and enhance 
the natural beauty of the Chilterns and  Sarah 
drew our attention to the fact that the 
Chilterns Chalk Stream Project covers an area 
that stretches from Goring-on-Thames 
Oxfordshire to Hitchin in Hertfordshire.  It 
includes an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty under the 1949 Access to Countryside 
Act. 

The Chiltern Chalk Streams Project has been 
working with farmers to encourage a better 
understanding of land management to 
encourage wildlife and to prevent the decline of 
many species including brown hare and 
kingfishers to name but a few.  Red kites have 
been one the real success stories and after 
introducing breeding pairs there are now 139 
pairs with 219 young and the belief is that 
there could be as many as 600 birds in the 
Chilterns.  In fact we are now sending birds out 
to repopulate other areas in the UK. 

Now that the chalk streams are less polluted, 
trout are to be found and the Chilterns Chalk 
Streams Project has been working with experts 
from the Wild Trout Trust to identify potential 
habitat restoration schemes.  In order to 
support self-sustaining populations of trout, 
streams must be able to provide suitable 
conditions for the fish and this includes clean 
gravel on the stream bed. 

In respect of the water voles, a National Survey 
in 1989 showed that there has been a sharp 
decline of 66% in water vole population.  A 
more detailed survey in 1996/7 showed this 
decline to be in the region of 90%. It has now 
reached 94% and total extinction in Devon and 
Cornwall.  River management and dredging is 
partly to blame along with mink who are very 
partial to water voles.  In fact mink are now 
being trapped in order to control their 
numbers. 

Management of the local environment, 
including controls on extraction by water 
companies can help, along with not building on 
flood plains. Surprisingly, putting in weirs, 
which causes over widening and holding back 
of water, which in turn allows silt build ups not 
to get away has stopped the streams from 
managing themselves efficiently and this 
should not be encouraged. 

Inexpensive fencing can also help to stop 
animals grazing on stream edges.  Not cutting 
grass too short along with natural banks would 
also help the streams to recover. 

The talk was of great interest to members and 
it was left to Barbara Rippington to offer our 
thanks to Sarah for giving up her time to come 
and talk to us. 

Jane Petherick 

 
 

“High Wycombe Past” 
By James Rattue 

James Rattue, Assistant Museums Officer at 
Wycombe Museum since 1997 and a 
member of the High Wycombe 
Society, has just published this most 
readable book, bringing the recorded 
history of our town completely up to 
date. In fact, he has devoted almost 
half of the book to events of the past 
70 years, well within the life span of 
… well, some of us! James’ chapter 
headings give the flavour of his 
approach: (1) Valley with a Stream 
(up to 1226): 6 pages; (2) Market 
Borough (1226-1880): 24 pages; (3) 
Furniture Town (1880-1932): 40 
pages; (4) Clearance (1932-1974): 30 pages; 

and (5) New Communities (1935-2000): 24 
pages. He has encapsulated Wycombe’s early 
history quite succinctly and made it much 
more focussed on ordinary people’s lives than 
most history books. 

Was the period 1932-1974 really 
characterised by ‘clearances’ so 
great as to justify naming the 
chapter thus? Apparently, yes, 
although the chapter does cover 
quite a lot of development on the 
outskirts of the former borough as 
well; for example, at Castlefield, 
Micklefield, Cressex etc. Much of 
the early slum clearance (in 
Newland, for example) was fully 
justified on health grounds, but it 
did seem that once the old Borough 
Council had got the bit between its 

teeth it did not know when to stop. Many of the 
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demolished houses could have been 
refurbished and still be in use today. The 
Bridge Street car park, or ‘Western Desert’ as 
Jack Scruton named it, is a remnant of those 
clearances of 30 years ago, and sadly remains 
undeveloped above a hidden-from-view River 
Wye. Fortunately, as James Rattue reminds us, 
the District Council has in recent years had a 
policy of upgrading areas rather than clearing 
them and starting from scratch. 

The chapter on New Communities strikes a 
more positive note. He points out that through-
out its history people have come to live in High 
Wycombe to work and engage in trade, and so 
better themselves and the town. In the past 
seventy years visitors have come from Wales, 
Poland, the Caribbean and Asia as well as from 
London and other parts of the UK, and made 
their homes here, adding to the variety of life. 

James sums up the town’s history by saying: 
‘Powered by its river and its road, fuelled by the 
huge market of London at the other end of that 
road, Wycombe has never been a soft-edged 
place, but one where fortunes are made and 
lost.’; and he concludes: ‘High Wycombe’s 
future will surely follow the same pattern as its 
past.’  

And we are all part of it, fortunes not 
guaranteed! This is a book for everyone 
interested in High Wycombe and its past, 
present and future; and, of course, it has 
arrived in the bookshops just in time for 
Christmas! 

John Gore 

High Wycombe Past by James Rattue (Phillimore 
£15-99) 

 
 

Pann Mill Garden Diary 
PANN MILL Garden is like a patchwork quilt, 
lovingly stitched, every piece a warm memory 
of the person and occasion it was given. When I 
first began I worked for several old ladies, too 
frail to keep their own gardens as they had 
done previously and sad to see them 
overgrown. I think they felt more comfortable 
with a woman calling, and being housebound, 
loved a gossip after the work was done, like all 
good gardeners. They were happy for me to 
split perennials that were crowded and many 
offsets and cuttings found their way to the mill. 
So, on open day, their old owners would come 
to see the progress of ‘THEIR’ plants, 
pulmonarias, phlox, leopardsbane (which vied 
with the winter aconite to be first out at 
Christmas), bearded iris and christmas roses, 
flowering nutmeg, ferns, hardy geraniums, 
fuchsias. Even cyclamen came, uninvited, 
when I dug up clumps of grape hyacinths, 
considered a weed by some, but a good ground 
cover by me, the tiny corms of cyclamen had 
been carried by birds into them – and down to 
the mill. Solomon’s seal and yellow loosestrife - 
you name them, they are there.  If not, I’ll do 
some more scrounging – have fork, will travel. 
If there is anything you want to get rid of, I’ll 
dig it up myself! 

Next year, if I’m lucky, the brick retaining walls 
along the “race” will be built up a few inches. 
Three years ago the council gave me two sacks 
of daffodil bulbs, and I planted them all along 
those sloping banks, and they were a picture, I 
have photos to prove it, but that autumn the 
river came up higher than I have ever known it, 
and raged through the race for several months, 
tearing all the soil away a couple of feet up to 
chalk and rubble, and the bulbs went too. I 
would love to restore those banks again, to 
match up with Robert’s proposed bridge. I saw 
Monet’s garden this year on one of Peter 

Cartwright’s trips. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a 
bridge like that in the garden? I can dream, 
can’t I! 

Earlier this year a white duck appeared in the 
garden, bedraggled and lame and bleeding. “It” 
stayed most of its time sheltered under the 
bank, coming out when I called and fed it, 
following me around as I gardened . Then a 
male mallard appeared on the scene, and they 
stayed together for weeks, until suddenly, he 
showed his true nature and decided to have his 
wicked way with her – as far as ducks are 
concerned, nature is cruel. There was no 
getting near them to help her. Next day, all I 
found was a few white feathers. I don’t suppose 
anybody could help me. Where did she come 
from (I think she must have been a pet, her 
wings were clipped and she was very tame) and 
where did she go…? 

Margaret Simmons 

 

Margaret is so effective in the garden that the
Executive Committee decided to co-opt her. This was
what she found to send us after her first meeting… 

Oh give me your pity, I'm on a committee. 
Which means that from morning to night, 
We attend and amend and contend and defend, 
Without a conclusion in sight 

We confer and concur, we defer and demur, 
And reiterate all of our thoughts, 
We revise the agenda with frequent addenda 
And consider a load of reports. 

We compose and propose, we suppose and oppose 
And the points of procedure are fun. 
But though various notions are brought up as motions,
There’s terribly little gets done. 

We resolve and absolve, but never dissolve, 
Since it’s out of the question for us. 
What a shattering pity to end our committee. 
Where else could we make so much fuss ? 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 11 NEWSLETTER WINTER 2002/2003 
 
 

oFrom the p stbag 
Sweet Williams of Wycombe 

I appreciate this is a very odd question, but 
have you any knowledge of a Mr Hunt, a High 
Wycombe man who was the leading grower of 
Sweet Williams in England in the 1840's? 
Several oldish gardening books mention him in 
passing, but I can find no hard facts about 
him. Have you heard of him? 

Many thanks, 

Giles Reed 

Well, does anyone know anything about this? If 
so, please let the Editor know. 

*   *   *   * 

Gomm(e) – and Rayner 
I hope that you can direct me to the right 
person to help me in an historical search. 

My name is RAYNER GOMM and I note that in 
High Wycombe there are two roads, not far 
apart, bearing the names of RAYNER and 
GOMM.  Further I note that GOMM Rd is spelt 
without the E found in the family name of 
Edwin Gomme, Carpenter. 

This has to be more than coincidence. 

My father, who died last year, always told me 
as a child that many years ago it was our 
ancestors’ double-barrelled surname, then 
about 400 years ago (so legend goes) a tradition 
began of passing the name RAYNER from 
father to son as a second Christian name, the 
rest of the family becoming GOMM.   He told 
me that he broke tradition by giving me the 

name as a first Christian name.  I can only go 
back three generations but I can see how 
RAYNER has only been passed from father to 
son as he said. 

I feel sure that given the rarity of both names 
that to find them both in your town with its 
connections to Edwin Gomme there has to be a 
connection. Before I, too, pass away I should 
like to establish the link as my own ( and only ) 
son now bears RAYNER as a second Christian 
name but looks unlikely to continue tradition. 

Sincerely yours 

Ray Gomm 

We asked our local amateur historian and Vice-
President, John Gore, who checked out his 
private library of local books. He notes that an 
Edmund Gomme, butcher, was a newcomer to 
the district in 1659. James Gomme made 
furniture at his warehouse in High Wycombe 
and issued tokens in lieu of coins of the realm in 
1811. One Henry Kingston, writing in 1848, 
remembers a James Gomme (the same person?), 
auctioneer and collector of antiques who would 
stand at the door of his house in the High Street. 
John Gomme was Mayor of the Borough in 
1913/14. Gomm Road and the Gomm Valley, of 
course, have no “e” but that does not mean they 
are not connected. John Gore also points out 
that there is an estate at Tylers Green called 
“Rayners”. 

Mr Gomm is now at Leavesden, Herts. If anyone 
can add to this saga, please contact the Editor! 

 

 

The Mayor’s Charity Appeal Calendar 2003 
 
THE MAYOR of High Wycombe, Councillor Ian McEnnis, has made 
an interesting choice of the subject to illustrate his Charity Appeal 
Calendar for 2003. He has chosen some black-and-white 
photographs taken in High Wycombe by the US Air Force in the 
1940s. This is also very apt timing, for it was exactly 60 years ago 
that the US Army Air Force moved into Wycombe Abbey School for 
Girls and Daws Hill, having given the school just two or three 
weeks notice to quit! The US 8th Air Force remained there until the 
end of the Second World War, and various contingents of the US 
forces have been stationed at Daws Hill ever since. It is only now 
that reports of their final departure are being mooted. 
Included among the photographs are some excellent aerial views of 
the town centre, the Wycombe Abbey estate and the Marlow Hill 
area, plus some shots of US forces personnel in the grounds, 
including the famous Major Glenn Miller playing at his last concert 
at the Abbey in July 1944 before he was reported missing, believed 
killed, on a flight across the English Channel. 

This calendar is well worth buying by those interested in local history, and indeed by everyone who 
wants to support a good cause, namely The Iain Rennie Hospice at Home. Copies are available at 
the Tourist Information Centre in Pauls Row, price £3-99 each. 

John Gore 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr G Baxter of Green Hill Close, HW 
Ms J M Scott of Terryfield Rd, HW 
Mr G F Swaffield of Terryfield Rd, HW 
Mr and Mrs P J H Wilde of Harlow Rd, HW 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 

Dr Ruth Herring 
Mr A J Mitchell 

We extend our condolences to their families and 
friends. 
 

 

Executive Committee 
We are delighted to welcome two new members 
on the Executive Committee. Margaret 
Simmons, our “gardener”, will now ply the Bucks 
Free Press with regular details of our activities, 
and Angela Rees will liaise with the Committee 
on the forward programme. 

 

A Craftsman’s View – 16 January 
The January meeting (see below) is the first of 
2003, and as usual, we welcome in the New Year 
with a drink on arrival and mince pies with your 
coffee. 

In between, Stuart King, a Society member 
known to many of us as an artist and craftsman, 
will talk on his View of High Wycombe in the 60s 
and 70s. He has interesting slides of buildings in 
High Wycombe during that period. 

Programme and Membership Group 

 

 

Our future programme 
The Programme and Membership Group are 
putting the finishing touches to the 2003/2004 
programme of talks and activities. At the AGM in 
April (see below) each of the Society’s groups 
will give a short update on their work, which will 
enable all members to learn what’s being done, 
ask questions and make suggestions. 

 
Open Meeting 
There has been a great deal of talk in the 
Executive Committee about how we should 
revitalise our society – see the Hon. Sec’s piece 
on our front page. Our next issue will include an 
interview with some ideas from Tony Fooks, new 
leader of our Planning Group. 

Meanwhile, the Committee are great believers in 
consulting our members for their thoughts and 
ideas. Come to an informal meeting – more a cup 
of coffee and a chat, really – at the Friends’ 
Meeting House (25 London Road) on 
20 February and tell us what you think. 
Enquiries to Angela Rees on 01628 850522. 
 

 

Heritage Project - Wanted 
Members of the Society are invited to take part 
in a Heritage project for the year 2003. I am 
currently looking for people to devote a little of 
their time to record the buildings and people 
working in them together with other interesting 
items, covering the year 2003.  

You will have a whole year to do it and can take 
on as little as one building, half a street or a 
whole street, or any of the other items that I 
have in mind, if you feel you would be interested. 
Please leave your name and telephone clearly on 
my answerphone (01494) 529224 so that I can 
arrange a formal meeting early in January and 
outline the details in full. 

Our heritage is slowly being eaten away and we 
need to record it if nothing else. 

Pauline Cauvain 

 

 

Keep them coming … 
Many thanks to those of you who have sent us 
contributions for this newsletter. Material for the 
next issue should reach me at 29 Maybrook 
Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 
528106) by 20 February, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2003
Thur
Regg

Thur
Frien

Mond
Regg

 

 
  

 

Put these in your
diary now! 

 
sday 16 January 7.45 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

 
Quarterly Meeting: High Wycombe in My View in the 60s and 
70s. Speaker: Stuart King, Artist, Craftsman and Society 
Member. With drinks and mince pies for the New Year. 

sday 20 February 
ds Meeting House 7.30pm 

Open meeting for members. Come and chat about the 
Society’s work over a cup of coffee. 

ay 7 April 7.30 pm 
ie Goves Centre 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting and short reports 
by each of the Society’s Groups. 


