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A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL OUR READERS 

Let’s not give up yet! 
MANY PEOPLE were greatly downheartened when the District Council’s Development Control 
Committee decided it was “minded to approve” the outline planning application for the Phoenix 
development, despite a devastating report by the Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment which stated that “the scheme is likely to reinforce existing problems rather than 
overcome them”. The decision of the Secretary of State not to call the application in for his own 
decision following a public inquiry was no less discouraging. 

But in fact, all is not lost.  The developers, Stannifer, have heeded CABE’s advice to involve more 
than one firm of architects and have selected a firm with a track record of bold designs in 
challenging situations.  The biggest danger in the Phoenix project is of “wallpaper architecture” 
on a massive scale, of elephantine blandness.  Phoenix needs features that are striking and 
distinctive, which echo the town’s history, and which local people can come to love as reflecting 
in a modern idiom the town in which they have grown up.  The further look at the design which 
the District Council seems to be fostering gives some room for hope. 

A proper solution, as CABE pointed out, would also tackle the problem of Abbey Way.  Perhaps 
that will take longer.  But there is a further opportunity in the redevelopment of the Fire Station 
site, beneath which flows the culverted River Wye.  All sort of objections were raised against 
opening up the Wye as part of Phoenix, with arguments referring to the depth of the water level 
and the need for wide areas to sweep down to the water, as in the Oracle at Reading.  But this 
really is not necessary.  In this issue of the Newsletter (p.9), we describe an award-winning 
development in the Wiltshire town of Calne where a small river like the Wye has been delightfully 
landscaped without a huge land-take. 

Surely, in one of Wycombe’s developments, there must be an opportunity to recover our historic 
river. 

Chris Woodman
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Project Phoenix 
SOME SAY the saga for Project Phoenix is reaching its climax but others believe this is only the 
beginning! 

Stannifer Developments Ltd made the first real 
presentation in February of this year, to 
Wycombe District Council.  They followed this 
with a full presentation to the Society and its 
associates in March.  Soon after, we received 
further presentations from Shearer Property 
Group (Tesco) and LxB.  The Society continued 
its discussion with Stannifer throughout this 
period to assist in the development of their 
potential ideas for the area.  We put forward a 
number of suggestions regarding the bus 
station, the leisure facility and residential 
housing with a view to making long term 
provision for the removal of Abbey Way and the 
opening up of the River Wye, which would also 
allow the bus station to be sited more centrally. 

The Development Control Committee considered 
Stannifer’s outline planning application in 
September, deciding by seven votes for and two 
against, with three abstentions, to approve the 
application subject to the negotiation of planning 
obligations and referral of two aspects to the 
Government Office of the South East (GOSE).  
This approval went against concerns expressed 
by some committee members, as well as public 
speakers including the High Wycombe Society, 
Tesco, Wycombe Wildlife Group, LxB and the 
Liberal Democrats.  The full Council ratified the 
approval on the 29 September and the 
Development Agreement with Stannifer was 

signed on 8 October. 

Following discussions with developers and other 
interested parties the Society wrote to GOSE 
asking that the application be called in for 
decision by the Secretary of State following a 
public inquiry.  GOSE decided against calling the 
application in and the application was left to be 
determined by Wycombe District Council. 

We understand the next steps are: 

• legally binding planning obligations to be 
agreed with Stannifer. 

• “reserved matters” (i.e. details not included 
in the approved outline application) to be 
discussed between council officers and 
Stannifer, and also with our Society, prior to 
their finalisation. 

Before work can begin on the ground, the 
Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) need to be 
implemented. We have been informed that some 
of the affected parties intend to challenge the 
CPOs on the grounds that they were approved at 
the time of the earlier MAB scheme and are not 
valid for the Stannifer proposals. 

Who knows when and how this saga will end and 
whether Project Phoenix will eventually get off 
the ground?  Watch this space! 

Tony Fooks 

 

 

Planning This Quarter 
AT LAST a quiet period, or have I spoken too 
soon?  The Planning Group continues to meet 
each month with an ever-increasing number of 
planning applications and appeals to review. 

Project Phoenix I have reported separately on 
this item (see above), but at the time of going to 
press I can report that communications have 
resumed with Stannifer Developments Ltd.  The 
main news is that they have commissioned a 
new set of architects, Benoys, to take a fresh 
look at the whole site.  Benoys designed the 
Bullring in Birmingham and the Blue Water 
shopping complex.  Who knows what they may 
design for High Wycombe?  The Compulsory 
Purchase Orders are now being activated and 
appropriate Letters of Entry issued.  This will not 
prevent the application for judicial review by 
other interested parties. 

Ercol Site  The group has twice reviewed this 
application for 265 flats and houses, raising 
appropriate objections on behalf of the Society.  
These cover the following points: number of 
units per hectare, open spaces, design of 
buildings, access and road layout, materials, 
noise and vibration, and contamination of the 
site.  At the time of writing, the applicant, 
Bellway Homes, has appealed to the Secretary of 
State for the Environment due to non-
determination by Wycombe District Council.  
This will lead to a public inquiry in the New Year. 

Sands First School  The group actively 
supported Sands Residents’ Association in their 
application for local listing of this building, 
which was successful. Negotiations are now in 
hand with Bucks County Council as to its use or 
potential sale in the near future. 
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Wycombe Marsh Paper Mill & Sewage Works  
The group has been carefully monitoring the 
additional planning applications required for the 
development of this site as it progresses.  The 
most recent one is for the erection of a 
triangular tower, internally illuminated, detailing 
the individual tenants on the retail site.  The 
Society has raised concerns with Wycombe 
District Council as to its siting, height and 
amount of illumination creating a ‘Night Blight’ 
in the sky and also affecting the local wildlife 
habitat. 

General – I spoke too early about the quarter 
being quiet. It is noticeable that the number of 
appeals is increasing especially in October to a 

total of 29, some of which were duplications 
covering a number of applications either refused 
or enforcement orders.  This is time-consuming 
for the Society to review and take appropriate 
action where necessary. 

This is my last report in 2003 and I take this 
opportunity to thank not only members of the 
Planning Group for their support and active 
contributions, but also those members of the 
Society who keep us informed of activity in their 
respective areas. 

With best wishes and season’s greetings for 
2003/2004… 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

“And is there honey still for tea?” 
Yes, and delicious it was, served on bread made 
with flour from Pann Mill. 

Frances Alexander generously invited members 
of the High Wycombe Society to see the latest 
exhibitions on recycling and sustainability at the 
Environment Centre on Holywell Mead on 18 
October.  Work by children and exhibits to 
attract and inform them made for lively and 

Even the smalle

colourful displays. 

st were included, with 

in their diaries and were just 

nd energy and we all 

 

information on the Bucks Real Nappy Initiative.  
Get ’em early!   

Unfortunately, the colony of bees had failed to 
note our visit 

hanging about outside.   

Frances must be complimented on her 
boundless enthusiasm a
went home determined to try harder. 

“Mrs Editor” 
 

The Transport Group 
ing was held in the 
ded by 14 Society 

(such as closer working 

(to be 

On 21 October a special meet
Friends’ Meeting House, atten
members, to discuss the work of the Society’s 
Transport Group.  The Transport Group has 
done excellent work over the years, in pursuing 
“projects” such as the restoration of the High 
Wycombe to Bourne End line as an ultra-light 
rail corridor, and promoting the case for what 
has become known as “Demand Responsive 
Transport” (soon to be introduced in High 
Wycombe as the Cressex Express service).  
However, many less strategic transport issues, 
such as the arrangements for access from 
London Road to the Wycombe Marsh mixed 
development site, arise out of planning matters.  
The Society’s communications with Wycombe 
District Council are now good, but the same 
cannot be said for our interaction with the 
County Council which has formal responsibility 
for transport matters.   

After a good deal of discussion about 
organisational matters 
between our Transport and Planning Groups) it 
was agreed that initiatives to get more people 
actively involved needed to be more closely 
related to individual transport problems.   

The meeting was delighted to receive a proposal 
from Frances Alexander for a presentation 
entitled “Congestion Suggestions”) to be given by 
two VSO World Youth Volunteers, Padma Sanath 
and Justin Ward, on Wycombe’s transport 
problems as seen by bright, young outsiders.  
This presentation is to be widely advertised 
about the town and will be held at the 
Environment Centre on 16 December at 7.30pm. 
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 Frontage 
(or “All change at the Fire Station site”) 

THIS REFERS, whimsically, to a public workshop organised by the District Council’s Head of Urban 
Design, Penelope Tollitt, who had invited the general public to make suggestions on the possible usage 
and the design possibilities of this town centre area comprising the Fire Station, Royal British Legion 
and Liberal Club properties. 

It is no secret that Bucks County Council wish to 
re-allocate fire appliances and equipment to 
different sites around South Bucks. The High 
Wycombe station will eventually be re-located 
elsewhere in the town allowing their present 
“roundabout” location to be sold for 
redevelopment.  Society members Tony Fooks, 
Roger Lawson and Mary Woodman had all 
submitted comments and were able to attend 
the follow-up workshop at the Royal British 
Legion Building.  The ever-resourceful Ms Tollitt 
soon had the volunteer participants organised 
into “brain-storming” groups who were charged 
with analysing the varied comments submitted 
previously by the members of the general public 
who had responded with enthusiasm to the 
questionnaire.  A strict timetable required each 

group to act fast to sort the (literally) hundreds 
of individual comment slips into themes and the 
desirable features of any redevelopment. These 
groupings were then sorted in order of 
importance – “highly desirable,” “worth doing” 
or “would be nice!”   

The urban design team declared that they would 
report back to the Council’s planning directorate 
on the recommendations and preferences of the 
workshop’s volunteer participants. There was no 
guarantee that “what we think should happen” 
would be put into effect, but surely, we must 
hope that the conclusions will have some 
positive influence for the future. 

Roger Lawson 

 

 

The Swan

“Quality Counts” 
(or “Will future development in Wycombe District bring good design to the fore?”) 

“Quality Counts” was the title of a series of public consultation workshops in November organised by 
the Urban Design Division of Wycombe District Council. A widely distributed brochure invited members 
of the general public to participate, following a presentation in September. 

Tony Fooks, Trevor Carter and Roger Lawson attended one workshop, where Penelope Tollitt, Head of 
Urban Design at WDC, had a cunning plan.  The participants were segregated into three groups, and 
each group member was challenged to list the prevailing factors that contribute to the design and 
construction of a building or an estate of buildings. The listing was completed on individual slips which 
were then collected to group similar factors together and prioritised according to their contribution to 
good design briefs in general. 

The conclusions will hopefully assist the Urban Design Division to provide a pro-active service, offering 
positive, informed advice to would-be developers and planners alike, and helping to raise the quality of 
the local built environment. 

Roger Lawson 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
BOATS (Byways Open to All Traffic)  The 
passing of the Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000 requires that all historic rights of way 
are added to a Definitive  Map within the next 25 
years, after which it will be closed to further 
changes.  Provisions within the Act allow 
footpaths and bridleways to be “upgraded” (your 
Hon. Sec. feels “downgraded” is the more 
appropriate word) to byways if it can be proved 
vehicular access once existed.  This is being 
seized on by groups such as the Trail Riders 
Fellowship who have put in a plethora of 
applications for such upgrades.  As well as trail 

bikes, quad bikes and off-road vehicles will all 
have access.  Apparently these groups love the 
countryside and the Trail Riders say that they 
will not go more than 20-25 miles per hour. 

If an application is approved, then local 
authorities have to upgrade the route, regardless 
of suitability, with no consideration allowed for 
wildlife, AONB or ancient hedgerow issues. 

Roll over Beethoven (sort of!)  Notable persons 
and sites of historic interest are remembered 
through the affixing of blue plaques, and it 
seems that the Rock musician Jimi Hendrix has 
his blue plaque right next to Handel’s (Brook 
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Street, Mayfair), as they lived i
albeit two centuries apart.  He
the Daily Mirror in 1969 “I didn’t e
was his pad, man, unt
the god’s honest truth, I haven’t heard much of 

how a man came 

l Crags, which is sandwiched 
 National Park on the 

n discovered which 
come from this period in time.  As well as this 

State-of-the-world atlas  This fascinating book is 

 at five times the rate of 

n the same house, 
ndrix is quoted in 

However, at Creswel
between the Peak District

ven know this 
il after I got in.  And to tell 

west and Robin Hood's Sherwood Forest on the 
east, cave paintings have bee

the fella’s stuff.  But I dig a bit of Bach now and 
again.” 

Millstone measure  An article in Mill News by 
Laurence Stevens describes 

important new discovery, the area is noted for 
its importance as a source of vertebrate fossils, 
including mammoth, woolly rhino and hyena. 

into Mr Stevens’ saddlers shop and showed him 
a leather measure marked in hands, that he 
thought was a horse measure, however as it 
measured to 42 hands this seemed unlikely.  
Millstones are also measured in hands, and after 
a fascinating bit of research to find the 
measure’s manufacturer, it was found that it 
was indeed used to measure millstones around 
the circumference of the stone. 

Ice age cave art find  Archaeological text books 
state that Ice Age cave art does not exist in 
Britain.   

a unique survey of current trends, providing 
succinct analysis of hard core statistics in a very 
readable way.  The book has pages of colour 
graphics and provides a wealth of information.  
For example, did you know that the world’s car 
population is growing

 

 

the human population?  Or that fifty-one of the 
top 100 economies are corporations, not 
countries? 

Author Dan Smith.  Published by Earthscan: 
ISBN: 1844070298. 

Frances Presland

Pann Mill at Imperi
On Saturday 15th November, a meeting of 96 

al College, London 

ill buffs heard the 
remarkable restoratio
annual one-day meeting of
Section), when the last hour is d
Members’ Co

waterwheel – presumably working on it in some 
way – was one slide that had to be included.  

taken today, depicting as it 
ld sitting (working?) alone on 

waterwheel, would have left 

ave to be keen on mills to 

m story of Pann Mill’s 
n.  The occasion was the 

 SPAB (Mills 
evoted to 

Such a picture 
does a five-year-o
the very top of the 

ntributions and Group Reports; Tony Fooks somewhat disturbed! 
the organisers accepted that a report on Pann 
Mill was long overdue.  With forty colour slides 
available which had to be whittled down to ten, 
and being restricted to a ten-minute 

Seven team members spent a great day at the 
meeting, whose theme was Horizontal 
Waterwheels.  You h

presentation, John Mumford did a masterly 
job.  He described highlights of the restoration 
and unique operating features, which came to 
life with his slides projected on to the 
enormous lecture theatre screen.  The classic 
1984(?) picture of ten people swarming over the  

have a day on such a topic!   

As Pann Mill’s first Anglo-Saxon waterwheel 
may have been horizontal, how about another 
archaeological dig? 

Peter Hazzard

 

 

“Hen and Chickens” 
A strange name on a building. How did it come 

n to the building? 
name of the site 
lt on? The name 

name also occurs in Steventon (Berks) and 

Clifton Hampden (Oxon). 

Hen and Chickens is one of the many names 
given to the plant Birdsfoot Trefoil which was 

 

about? Is this the name give
Or is it, as I suspect, the 
passed on when it was bui
suggests to me that 
this was an allot-
ment in one of the 
mediaeval open-field 
farms that every 
ville had in those 
times. The old ½-
acre allotments were 
given a strange and 
varied assortment of 
names for identification. An old map of 
Cottingham Parish (Northamptonshire) shows 
one of the fields named Hen and Chickens. The 

then greatly valued as a prescription for 
scabies, worms and 
leprosy, no doubt 
used in the hospitals 
of Loakes and St.
John the Baptist. 

So, here we have a 
signpost of the past. 
Let us not forget 
these things, for a 

nation that forgets its past forfeits its future. 

Dick Hoare 
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Paris with 
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The Shelburnes in 18th
THE EARLS of Shelburne, members of the Pe
national politics from their home in High Wycom
first Earl, bought the Manors of Loakes and Te
large slice

entury High Wycombe 
family, played major roles in both local and 

 throughout the 18th century. Henry Petty, the 
le Wycombe from the Archdales in 1700. This 
mily until it was sold to Robert Smith, the first 
oakes Manor House, renamed Wycombe AbbLord Carrington, in 1798. The Shelburnes lived in 

by Lord Carrington. They also owned London 
1750s bought the Bowood estate near Calne in W

Henry Petty was the son of Sir 
William Petty, a noted inventor 
and political economist of the 
17th century. Elizabeth, his 
mother, had been created 
Baroness Shelburne in her 
own right by King James II in 
1688, a year after his father’s

ses, including Lansdowne House, and in the 
hire, where the family still resides. 

were all contenders for the local 
crown. Possibly in order to 
influence the local burgesses who 
voted for the local MP, John set 
about beautifying the town, with 
the result that the Shelburnes 
had a say in nominating one of 

death. Henry inherited the title 
Baron Shelburne on his elder 
brother’s death in 1699, and 
was elev
Earl of Shelb  

Irish titles, 
he was not 

addition of the
battlements to t

barred from standing for the 
House of Commons. He was, in 
fact, MP for Marlow 1715-22, 
and for Wycombe 1722-27. He 
died in 1751. Sadly, his wife, 
Arabella, and all of his 
children had predeceased him, 
but he was determined that they should all be 
remembered, and in his will left £2,000, a 
considerable sum in those days, for a family 
memorial. This was executed 
by Peter Scheemakers, a 
Flemish sculptor, who was 
responsible for the 
Shakespeare memorial in 
Westminster Abbey. The 
Shelburne Memorial is to be 
found dom

of the family in Roman dress, 
with figures representing Truth 
and Justice on the pediment 
above. 

The main part of the 
left to John Fit
Henry’s nephew, who c
his name to Petty un
terms of the will, but 
to wait until 1753 for
of Earl of Shelburne t
recreated. He became the
second 1st Earl of S
Up until then, the Sh
did not have a monopoly in 
local politics as some aristocr
Wallers, the Whartons and the

a supporter of free trade, electoral 
reform and Roman Catholic 
emancipat

next 30 years. In 1757 he funded 
the building of a new Guildhall, 
which, of c  still graces our

hilst two years 

tower. In each case, the architect 
was Henry Keene, who also did 
work on Loakes Manor House and 
Bowood. John duly became MP for 
Wycombe in 1754 sitting on the 
Government benches as a Whig. 
He was elevated to 

peerage in 1760, entering the House of Lords 
as Baron Wycombe, and his son and heir, 
William, took over as MP. This was not to be for 

long, however, 
1761, so William inherited the 
estates and a seat in the Lords at 
the age of 24. 

best known of 

be
Bo

with the American colonists in 
tions for independ-
tually became Prime 
 short time in 1782-

otiated the Treaty of 
Benjamin Franklin, 
bassador in Paris, 

 the American War of 
e and formally set up 
States of America. 
 resignation as Prime 

William Pe
first Marquess of La
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t
n
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ty,  
sdowne, by 
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A
S
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 Dashwoods 

Marquess of Lansdowne. He died 
in 1805 and was buried in High Wycombe 
Parish Church, but with no memorial. 
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However, this omission has now bee
In 1990, children of the US London Central 
High School at Daws Hill donated a new 
stained-

Union Jack
appropriate inscription. It was designed and
executed by local stained-glass artist, Dav
Wasley, and is located in the North Chapel of
All Saints’. 

This Lord Shelburne was not 100% ‘Mr Nice
Guy’ as far as Wycombe was concerned. He
complained on inheriting his estate in 1761
that it was largely unenclosed and ‘tenanted b
beggars and bankrupts’. He soon secure
Parliamentary approval to enclose parts of Th
Rye, including what is now The Dyke, to fo
part of his estate, and also extended his privat
driveway up to the High Street on what is now
Queen Victoria Road. (Thanks to the 3rd Lord
Carrington, this land was all returned to th
town in the 20th century.) 

Lord and Lady Shelburne were gr
entertainers, inviting many of the leadin
scientists, artists and thinkers of the day t
their estates at Wycombe and Bowood. Lor
Shelburne was devastated when his first wife,
the Lady Sophia, died in 1771. He 
commissioned Agostino Carlini, a Genoese 
sculptor and a founder member of the London 
Royal Academy, to produce a memorial to her, 
which is to be found in the South or Lady 
Chapel of All Saints’. It is a fine piece of work, 
showing Sophia and her two sons in a classical 
form reminiscent of the Madonna and Child 

with the young John the Baptist. 

In 1798 Lord Shelburne sold his Wycombe 
n, 

ed in 

e 

n rectified. 

glass window depicting William Petty 
and Benjamin Franklin, with suggestions of the 

 and the Stars and Stripes, and an 
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estate to Robert Smith, 1st Baron Carringto
and settled permanently at Bowood. He di
1805 aged 68. 

John Gor
 

 

But we thought he’d retired… 
Indeed, he did!  And just to prove it, he
picture of John and Joan Gore enjoying
autumn sun in their garden seated beside
de luxe table and chairs that they purchas
with the Society’s gift when John retired as 
head of the Planning Group after a long perio
of service with the Society includin
Secretary and Newsletter Editor. 

re’s a 
 the 
 the 

ed 

d 
g Hon. 

 
Happily, however, John will continue to be a 
very welcome contributor to the Newsletter, 
whenever he wishes to take time off from his 
gardening and share his encyclopaedic local 
knowledge with Society members. 

 

 

And seasonal greetings from Hartnells in Somerset… 
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Night Blight 
NO, THIS is not the latest virus or disease that the medical profession would torment us about. It 
has to do with concern for the beauty of the sky at night. Vincent Van Gogh said “Can we see the 
whole of life or only a hemisphere of it before death?” I’ve no idea of the answer myself. But the 
sight of stars always sets me dreaming. 

The night sky has enchanted and mystified us 
since long before the dawn of civilisation. 

Light pollution is caused by: 
Badly designed street and road light

Nothing else in the natural world achieves s
a combination of beauty and my
else has inspired so much ar
religion. On a dark, clear nigh
some 3,000 stars spread across th
bowl of the sky. The Milky Way 
heart of our galaxy – is splashed a
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How Do We Know Light Pollution is 
Spreading? 
From data collected by weathe
between 1993 and 2000. These satellites
programmed to measure the land su
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the accumulated brightness o
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etimes shining through windows, 
 office blocks. 

he 21st century there will be an 
Light Pollution as businesses and 

people demand more viewing of material and 
security aspects. 

What Can We Do About It? 

n’t waste light outside our homes, 
r lights downwards, use minimum 
s, fit hoods or 
 switch on only when needed. 

ighbours or businesses with over 
ity lights asking for them to be 
wards or shield them or fit passive 
sors or a lower wattage bulb. 

r local council Highways and 
artments making them aware of 

n in their area. 

uncillors to establish policies and 
 combat light pollution, and 

 local MP to urge Government to 
ly in this field. 

Y stores to stock security lights, 
ise light pollution. 

more by visiting the website 
.uk on Night Blight.  

Tony Fooks 
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N
r e
o se rgers of that town have great
ndscaping the River Marden – a river 
den Stream.

that Calne 

itch” or “canal” has 

ndeed, we 

f the Phoenix 
proposals). 

We simply cannot accept that what Calne has 
done cannot be done in High Wycombe, either 
as part of Phoenix or as part of the “Swan 
frontage” redevelopment – both of which ought, 
in any case, to be considered together, along 
with the removal of Abbey Way, as an 
integrated renewal of our town centre. 

Postcards from 
WITH THE refrain of “can’t do that” ringing in ou
to drop into the Wiltshire town of Calne and t
improved their town centre by revealing and la
different in size from the River Wye or the Hughen

It seems 

orth Wiltshire 
ars the editorial couple were mightily impressed 

e how the bu ly 
not much 

 

necessary. (I
needed a new library, and 
the local District and 
Town Councils were 
determined to incorporate 
all the right things – the 
river, ordinary functional 
shops (not “boutiques”) and residential 
accommodation – and that the overall effect 
should be handsome and fit in with the town’s 
style and traditions.  The result is delightful 
and received Civic Trust, RIBA and BURA 
awards.  Although the river is well below street 
level, any impression of a “d
been avoided. The walls and banks have been 
landscaped and softened with vegetation, rocks 
and pleasant stonework in the local style.  
There is evidently plenty of capacity for floods if 

overheard some local 
people saying “The 
water’s low today.”)  
There is no space-
consuming sweep-down 
to the water’s edge (one of 

the arguments used against our proposals to 
deculvert the River Wye as part o

T
o
t

The development includes everyday shops and a café,
with flats above. 
he award-winning Millennium Library was an
pportunity to landscape the River Marden as it flows
hrough the centre of the town. 
T
d

he river has been tastefully landscaped so that it
oes not look like a canal or a ditch. 
 

The whole development is carefully linked to other
shopping and parking areas in the town. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

 Wycombe District Council who ably stood in for Sally 

aste – enough 
Windermere – and we 

continue to use landfill sites 

n 

in. Th

nd garden waste 
• 30% paper and cardboard 
• 7% glass 
• 5% cans 
• 5% plastic bottles 
• 2% textiles. 

rom the 

ites 
thane gas and 

Then we were given some historical 

rthy of legislation. Targets, both 

be District Council 

to persuade householders to 
ing, by supplying 
 very generous 

ce 

 the 

ste paper tonnage 

ing used as a 

. 

 encourage 
residents to recycle as much of the
possible. But the schemes must be eas
The capacity for waste has to be seriously 
managed. New composting facilities are being 
built at the High Heavens site and should be in 

“Waste Matters – Recycling” 
AT THE High Wycombe Society’s quarterly meeting on 14th October we were treated to a lively 
illustrated talk by Miss Vicki Pattison of
Wright, who conveyed her apologies. 

Vicki started with some questions: “What is the 
problem with waste?”, “What is the national 
picture?” and “How is Wycombe District 
Council dealing with it?” Waste can be 
identified by its origins – e.g. packaging 
generated by manufacturers, paper waste 
generated by mail shots, and kitchen waste 
generated by almost every household. Vicki’s 
talk was punctuated throughout with 
statistics. Every 9 months in the UK, we 
generate 420 million tonnes of w
to fill Lake 
throw away 6 billion glass jars and 
bottles and 13 billion steel cans. In 
our “throw away society” to-day, we 
generate waste at a far higher rate 
than we can dispose of it. 
Nationally, 77% of waste goes into 
landfill sites, 13% is composted, 
and the remainder is disposed of by 
other means. 

Significantly, although we are by no 
means the worst, we are trailing 
well behind our EU partners. We 
cannot 
as we are fast running out of room, 
particularly in the south-east, 
where we shall have reached 
capacity in 10 years. Our waste is 
increasing at the rate of 3% per 
annum. 

Added to that, the number of 
households is increasing and the 
demand for land for housing and 
industry is imposing huge 
pressures on landfill sites. As a 
light interlude the audience was 
asked for estimates of the 
degradation time of different 
materials such as plastic, steel, 
food, and glass, to be found in 
waste. Glass, it appears, has a
almost indefinite life. A cut-away 
model of a wheelie-bin showed the 
percentages of different kinds of 
waste found in the average b e council’s 
survey showed that, on average, our waste is 
made up of: 

• 33% kitchen a

Back to the problems again – apart f
what to do with the quantities of waste 
produced, there was the loss of resources 
which could not be recovered and re-used, 
especially products from non-sustainable 
sources. A further problem with landfill s
was the generation of me
leachates (liquids that permeate the subsoil). 
Vicki told us that 46% of the country’s 
methane came from landfill sites: it is a myth 
that the majority of methane comes from cattle. 

background. Not until the 1990 
Environmental Protection Act was 
waste management considered 
wo
nationally and locally, are now 
being set by law for the amounts of 
waste to be recycled. 

What is Wycom
doing about it? There is a Waste 
Strategy for Bucks implementing 
county-wide initiatives, such as 
trying 
do home compost

ost bins atcomp
prices, and persuading parents of 
babies to go back to natural 
nappies as opposed to using 
disposable ones. This caused some 
laughter as most of the audien
had forgotten what nappies were. 
Other schemes in operation were 
the 52 recycling sites around the 
District (with appeals for more),
introduction of waste paper 
collection boxes issued to some 
householders, which had already 
increased the wa
by 60%, and the issue of boxes to 
some schools. Also, education and 
information: 70 schools are taking 
part in a Schools Litter Programme. 
Rufus the Rat is be
symbol to encourage youngsters to 

take an interest in waste matters

What is the future for Wycombe Waste? The 
Council is doing all it can to

ir waste as 
y to use. 

Roland Rat is the national
recycling masco

s W

t… 

But Rufus i ycombe’s
home-grown rodent! 
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operation by Spring 2004. The possibility of 
supplying house
separate bins fo
under consideration. 

REDUCE Waste, RE-USE wherever possible, 
ible. 

answer session 

holders with a number of 
r different types of waste is 

and RECYCLE as much as poss

A short but lively question and 

Vicki closed her talk with the three R’s:- 
finished off Vicki’s part of the evening. 

David Abbott 
 

“The River Wye?” – a poem Local History Project forges ahead! 
Bubbling from the chalk in ca

green, 
Below the beechen flanks of B
Begins the Wye with sparkling
Trickling into Dashwood’s p

of Venus, 
Expelled and onwards cours
Onwards ever growing, 
Past the council workers mowing Fryers 

meadow, 
Squeezed between the wooden walls of 

workshops with their machinery 
humming, 

By the sawmill at Bridge Street, 
Under the Bridge Street bridge by Zion chapel, 
Then proudly saluting the terraced homes of 

Oxford Road so picturesque, 
An artist’s dream, 

rs are eagerly continuing 
uing and chronicling the 
, with the aim of finishing 
 project by the end of the 

  Here is what our official 
reet has to say: 

I would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to Pauline 
Cauvain and her project about High Wycombe. 
I am a comparative newcomer and when people 
talk nostalg

ttle pastures 

ledlow Ridge, 
 gleam. 

ark to fill the lake 

ing Sands, 

A worker’s rest from weekday toil. 
 
Not now! The council planners,  
Those elected egos who thirty years ago did 

their best to despoil our quiet streets and 
churches neat. 

Those Wycombe men with glitter chains 
dismissed the Wye forever into drains,  

And all for what? 
A car park plot! 
Whatever happened to our sense of history, 
Of civic pride and place that we should lose 

community and river for a parking space? 
Banished like a sewer from our eyes until it 

spews once more towards the eastern 
skies, again to murmur proudly through 

nd, 
Then gently to the Thames. 
 
Will our new millennium planners heed the 

river’s sigh and resurrect the Wye? 
Will they again allow this Jewel to sparkle in 

our view? 
To let our children know how proud we are of 

Wye and Wycombe Town? 
So heed this plea for dignity, 
Let her go so she may flow again, 
And return the town’s identity,  
The beating heart of Wycombe we took for 

granted all those years ago? 

Many Society membe
their task of catalog
town centre buildings
the first phase of this
year (not long now!).
recorder for Easton St

ically about "Old Wycombe”, I have 

o those 
d 

pictures in the Reference Library (three cheers 
for the ladies up there, they were unfailingly 
helpful and so patient with my ignorance), I 
can now see Easton St as it was, all those little 
shops and the Coach and Horses and the 
Almshouses – fascinating!  I was intrigued to 
discover from the 1875 map that there had 
been a Rope Walk there from the 17th century 
till the 40's, but nobody seemed to remember it 
until I met Mr Mealing, a local architect who is 
going to help me date the present buildings. He 
brought up the subject to me, and was very 
informative on it, telling me how they used to 
soak the ropes in the river for days before they 
stretched them in the long open sheds, and 
how they collected old rope to add to the new 

 
 for old rope" comes from.  And 

have you heard of Sawpit House, No. 88, I 
believe? I wonder, was there once a sawpit 
there?  And did you know, that’s where the 
saying "top dog" comes from? When they sawed 
planks by hand from logs, as we were told 
recently by Chris Wallis in his excellent talk, 
they placed the log over a pit, with one man 
above and one below, with a two handed-saw, 
the saw was held by iron fittings.  "Dog", the 
man above was "top dog”, and the poor chap 
below, covered in sawdust, was "the pits"!  
Since reading the accounts of the listed 
buildings, I find myself viewing them with new 
eyes, seeing all the intriguing embellishments 
that can be used to date them. 

 

a job to picture where the buildings were that 
they're talking about, in relation to those that 
are there now. I volunteered to research Easton 
St – "It isn't very long,” I thought, but I was 
only seeing the buildings that are still there – it 
was the ones that had been  pulled down that 
fascinated me. What had happened t
from No.28 to No.83? Looking at the ol

the Rye, 
Through Wycombe Marsh and Loudwater and 

neighbouring Bourne E

to give it more elasticity – that’s where the
saying "money

Stuart King, 
21 May 2002 Margaret Simmons
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Notices 

Olive Scruton 
It is with very great sadness that we announce that our 
Vice-President, Olive Scruton, died on the 6th of 
December following an accident when she was struck 
by a car near her home in Kent. 

We shall include an obituary describing Olive’s 
association with the Society in the next edition of the 
Newsletter.  Any memories that members may have of 
Olive which we can incorporate in that article will be 
very welcome. 

 

 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr and Mrs A P Abrahams of Lime Ave, HW 
Mr W J Frost of Kitchener Road, HW 
Mr Paul Goodman MP 
Mrs S King of Hillview Road, HW 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mrs M C Barville 
We extend our condolences to her 
friends. 

family and 

 

 

January Meeting 
Our meeting on 15 January is the fir
and, as usual, we welcome in the New
a drink on arrival and a festive biscuit an
pie with your coffee.  In between, Arthu
a WEA lecturer, will describe how Benjam
Disraeli was proud to put down his roo
Bucks a

s
 

d mince 
r Taylor, 

in 
ts in rural 

nd will detail his links with local 

t of 2004 
Year with 

dignitaries and the aristocracy. 
 

 

Our Future Programme 
The Programme and Membership G
putting the finishing touches to the 20
programme of talks and activities.    The

April (see new date below) will be followed by 
Maurice Young of BBOWT who will give an 
illustrated talk about the flowers of the Chilterns 
and some of the animals in the Chilterns 

roup are 
04/2005 
 AGM in 

habitats. 
 

 

His nam
Now we’re 
Mill Open D
Back in Ju
teddy bear a home.  The 
delightful w
Flynn, who 
loving home
Derek’s fam

’
ermined

we’re sorry,
“Charlie Pa

 

 

e was Charlie Papaya 
in the depth of winter, those Pann 
ays seem so far away! 
ly, the bric-a-brac stall had a lovely 
needing a name and 
inning name was chosen by Derek 
was pleased to give Charlie Papaya a 
. 
ily also suggested names (“Cuddler” 

t Know”), and one lady was obviously 
 to win and suggested five names – 
 they were none of them as good as 
paya”! 

Annie Woodward 

and “I Don
det

Contribu
Once again
interesting 
Material for
29 Maybroo
(01494 528

tions, contributions 
, thank you to all who sent us such 
contributions for this newsletter. 
 the next issue should reach me at 
k Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
106) by 20 February, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor)
 
 

DATE
2004
Thurs
The G

Frida
(NOT
The G

S FOR YOUR DI

Our

ARY 

 q

 
Put these in your
diary now! 

 
day 15th January 7.30pm 
uildhall 

 
Quar
Taylo

y 23 April 7.30pm 
E CHANGED DATE) 
uildhall

Quarterly Meetin
“Wildlife of the C

u

g: A  talk, 
hilt

 Officer, BBO

a  in the Guildhall a

ghenden Squire!” Speaker: Arthur 

nnual General Meeting followed by a

terly Meeting: “Disraeli – H
r, WEA Lecturer. 

 Reserve
erns”.  Speaker: Maurice Young, Voluntary 
WT. 

nd not as indicated on your membership card.  u rterly meetings are now held


