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After Eden 
AT LAST the reshaping of our historic market town has begun.  Bridge Street Car Park, 
called the “Western Desert” by our predecessors 30 years ago, no longer contains cars, but 
is a massive construction site humming with activity from cranes and giant drilling rigs.  The 
new bus station will be operational in 2006, and the new shops from early 2008.  Across the 
Oxford Road, the new Sainsbury’s will displace Magnet and Blockbuster, making a dramatic 
new approach to the town from the west.  Much work has been going on to ensure that the 
close-up experience is good too, with our Society about to play its part in a competition for 
“public art” for the new development.  A lot of thought is now going on to make sure that the 
roof and what is placed upon it are not a blot upon cherished views from above (see page 8). 

That is just the start.  Already Wycombe District Council has declared its intention, in due 
course, to move the A40, dismantle Abbey Way and open up the River Wye.  Now, in the 
remarkable public consultation called “Imagine the Future”, that vision is being filled out 
further.  Can the green of the “magic roundabout” at the foot of Marlow Hill be reclaimed for 
townspeople?  What new vistas can be opened up linking the old town with the new? 

Elsewhere in our region there is widespread cynicism over public consultation, but Wycombe 
District’s planning department takes public consultation seriously.  That is good, not just 
because it has allowed our Society to make an effective contribution so far, but because 
many issues opened up by “Imagine the Future” have still to be determined.  The much 
vaunted “gateways” could be incongruous and unnecessary eyesores.  New opportunities to 
persuade people to leave their cars at home could be lost.  New roads could gouge new 
swathes through the Green Belt and the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

As members, please make sure that you play a full part in this process.  Keep warning us 
what you think may still go wrong, and tell us what you think is going right. 

Chris Woodman
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Planning This Quarter 
Over many quarterly reports I have repeatedly reported how busy the planning group has been, and 
this quarter is no exception.  I believe that the Planning Group and the Society have never been held in 
such esteem as they are today with the amount of consultation we are involved in, both with 
developers and Wycombe District Council.  This is down to the tremendous hard work put in by the 
group which consists (in alphabetical order) of Garth Baxter, Trevor Carter, Roger Lawson, Audrey 
Pearson, Kathleen Peatey and Ann Simone.  My sincere thanks to them and I only hope that 2006 will 
not be such heavy going. 

Town Centre Development ‘Eden’  A further 
meeting has been held with Stannifer/Multiplex 
to monitor the ongoing development and to 
check on variations to the planning applications.  
At the recent meeting we met the new Project 
Manager and were advised of the Local Site 
Manager.  Work has now commenced and we 
understand that so far it is on schedule.  I am 
also pleased to report that our President, Mr 
Stuart King, has been invited to assist the main 
panel along with Multiplex’s Art Co-ordinator for 
the competition into Public Art for the site.   

Sainsbury’s  Following a public exhibition in the 
Chiltern Centre, a full planning application has 
been received by the District Council.  Thank you 
to all members who have taken the time to 
register their comments and to those who have 
sent them to the Planning Group.  We are now in 
the process of formulating the Society’s 
response to this application. 

To date it is perceived that the proposal is 
acceptable overall, but a number of concerns 
have been raised regarding the type of materials 
incorporated, all of which will be presented in 
our response. 

Wellesbourne Site/BCUC  Many of you will have 
visited the exhibition held recently at 
Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College’s 
Wellesbourne Campus showing Laing’s 
proposals for the site and also the College’s 
plans to expand in the Town Centre.  All 
comments should be directed to me as Planning 
Group Leader so that the Society can form a 
suitable response.  I am pleased to report that 
Laing’s invited the Society to join them in a 

special meeting to discuss the pros and cons of 
their proposals at the end of November.  We will 
also continue to have discussion with BCUC 
regarding their latest proposals. 

Local Development Framework  “Imagine the 
Future Part 3” got fully underway during the 
quarter with a series of consultation meetings 
and local area discussion/consultation groups 
being held.  This latest round of discussions has 
raised real concerns for the future not only on 
housing numbers for the District but also 
proposals for roads in and around Hughenden 
Road and Handy Cross, the Cressex Link Road, 
proposed changes to the Green Belt, the future 
of Causeway Stadium and so on.  Through the 
Group, Trevor Carter and Chris Woodman co-
ordinated the Society’s response to all these 
issues, preparing formal responses which were 
sent to Wycombe District Council.   

Following a further consultation meeting on the 
Town Centre Master Plan, an additional 
response was submitted.  All these discussions 
involved the Executive as well as the Planning 
Group spending many hours over all the 
documents issued to us.  The proposals involved 
are for the future to 2026. 

Although the “Imagine the Future Part 3” 
consultation is now over, we urge all members of 
the Society to take part in any further 
consultations affecting their area and to make 
any comments known to a member of the 
Planning Group or Executive. 

This affects the futures of our families and their 
offspring. 

Tony Fooks 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s Cuttings 
A potential Tesco tunnel issue?  After the 
collapse of the Tesco tunnel at Gerrards Cross 
on June 30th this year, the subsequent inquiry 
concluded that the collapse occurred because 
the top section of the tunnel was overloaded 
before the sides had been sufficiently infilled.  
Heavy rainfall on the night of June 28-29th also 
played a part in the collapse.   However, the 
Chiltern Society’s River and Wetlands Conserva-

tion Group has another concern, commenting 
that there is a tendency for water to accumulate 
in the railway cutting, with gravel draining water 
on to the underlying London clay to form 
streams.  The Group is concerned that this may 
be happening within the cutting and that it could 
affect the load-bearing capacity of the clay. 

Although the Group hopes this was taken into 
account during the inquiry, they felt that it was 
worth bringing it to the attention of the railway 
authorities through their MP Dominic Grieve. 

continued opposite
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Transport 
Cycling To Work 

The Great and the Good government departments are forever exhorting us to walk/cycle to work, 
shops, school and leisure.  So, too, do the District and County Councils, who devise amazingly 
disjointed cycle routes from one part of the town to another.  Almost all these routes are intermittently 
shared with road traffic, which is very dangerous for Born-Again Cyclists and children alike. 

The High Wycombe Society has drawn up schemes for major cycling/walking routes from outlying 
villages right into High Wycombe.  The County Council surveys of non-motorists on the corresponding 
road routes find ‘no demand’ and therefore won’t commit funds to such projects.  Any resulting Public 
Inquiry has an opposing witness who says that High Wycombe is very unsuitable for cycling because of 
the ‘adverse topography’, i.e. the hills! 

The above comments are the introduction to this 
factual (not boasting) account of my recent 
efforts to put High Wycombe’s ‘topography’ to 
the test. 

42 years ago, when Barbara and I were ‘just 
married’ and had no money and no motor, I 
cycled every day from Little Marlow to work at 
Tylers Green.  The five-mile route via 
Winchbottom Lane, Abbey Barn Lane, the Marsh 
and Cock Lane took three-quarters of an hour, 
was safe, free of traffic and a quite pleasant 
effort, on my (1938 three-gear) bike.  

Recently, this year, Barbara gave me a new 
bicycle for my 70th birthday; this has effectively 
about ten gears and its smooth bearings make it 
like a magic carpet! 

More recently, my poor old van collapsed under 
a weight of MOT judgements, so that I had to 
cycle daily to my workshop at Widmer End.  The 
seven-mile route via Sheepridge Lane, Flackwell 
Heath, Spring Lane, Bassetsbury Lane, Gordon 
Road, Bowerdean Road, Arnison Avenue, 
Terriers, Wellesbourne and North Road takes 
one hour (½ hour to come back) and is mostly 
unsafe, traffic-clogged and an effort. 

Sheepridge Lane has continuous, very fast traffic 
which leaves too small a margin for a bike.  
Heath End Road has 20 mph speed bumps and 
is safe.  Spring Lane has occasional vehicles 
which don’t expect a bike and do expect you to 
stop while they pass.  Bassetsbury Lane is part 
of the Loudwater-West Wycombe Cycleway and 

pleasantly safe.  Bowerdean Road is reasonable, 
though there are many parked vehicles causing 
deviation into the traffic path, and doors may 
suddenly be opened.  I have to walk the mile 
from the Happy Wanderer Public House to 
Terriers Church. Chadwick Street and part of 
Green Road are safe. Kingshill Road past 
Wellesbourne is safe going in the morning 
because the rush hour traffic is moving at 
walking pace towards the town, and reasonably 
slowly to Widmer End, but is terribly dangerous 
returning in the evening, especially in the dark, 
when the traffic races both ways and there is no 
escape on to a pavement. 

The return journey takes about the same time as 
a ‘good’ driving day (i.e. ½ hour).  This is 
because the two long hills are down and Spring 
Lane is a short (energetic) ascent. 

*  *  *  *  * 

So there is an example: even in High Wycombe, 
for every uphill there will (eventually) be a 
downhill, and regular daily cycling ‘to get 
somewhere’ (as opposed to leisure cycling) is 
feasible for experienced (very aware) safe riders, 
but totally unsuitable for children and others. 

Meanwhile, the Great and the Bad are insulting 
and ridiculing the public with false injunctions 
about cycling and walking, where safe facilities 
are not provided.  Remember, the Highways 
Agency told the HW Society’s Transport Group, 
“One road fatality costs society £1 million.” 

Christopher Wallis
 

 

Hon. Sec’s cuttings (continued) 
Trafalgar and the Thames at Marlow  You 
probably enjoyed the celebrations to 
commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar, but did 
you know that Thames Lawn, a property on the 
riverside at Marlow once belonged to Vice 
Admiral James Nicoll Morris who captained HMS 
Colossus at Trafalgar? 

Grass resumes after interruption  A plant saved 
by a Cambridge botanist has been returned to 
the wild at the Aston Rowant National Nature 
Reserve.  The interrupted brome is a grass that 

has only ever been found in Southern England as 
part of the arable flora.  It gets its unusual name 
from the fact that its flower spikelets are not 
continuous along the stem, but are “interrupted” 
by gaps between them.  It was last seen in the 
wild in 1972, a victim of relentless herbicide 
spraying on field margins, but it was saved by 
the late Philip Smith, who grew it in pots on his 
window sill and sent seeds to Kew Gardens.   

Saving a grass plant may not be as dramatic as 
saving the tiger, but it is a fine legacy for a 
botanist. 

concluded on p.11
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Skateboarding 
ON 24TH NOVEMBER, Wycombe District Council held a public meeting about the provision of 
skateboarding facilities within the District.  It was well attended by skateboarding aficionados but a 
number of Society members attended too.  Clearly the skateboarders want something more than the 
District Council can afford within their allocation.  They would like all the money spent on one 
location, and they had brochures showing a large installation with a variety of ramps etc, which 
would also be suitable for BMX bikes.  The Council would like to spread the facility between one 
central location in High Wycombe and two satellite locations at Stokenchurch and Marlow. 

Locations were not discussed but a small map of the Rye on one board showed possible locations 
for a skateboard park.  This has alerted members of the Planning Group who have already notified 
senior WDC councillors that a proper consultation on location must take place before the end of the 
year and that there should be no attempt to push plans through during the Christmas and New 
Year period before they have come before the Development Control Committee. 

Roger Lawson 

The above brief report by our Chairman presents the bare facts of the current position.  Frances 
Presland, our Hon. Secretary, has sent us the following personal “Opinion”, which we gladly print in 
full.  Suffice it to add, that a number of our members who attended the meeting, including one with a 
very long background of service to the Council, came away equally fired up about exactly the same 
issues – the refusal to discuss locations, and the fact that while the Marlow and Stokenchurch 
locations appeared to be open, “The Rye” had been presented without further ado as the intended 
location in High Wycombe.  Above all, there was a sense that some people may want to bounce the 
whole thing through without any attempt to reach a local consensus.  It would be bizarre if, at the 
same time as the Planning Department is pressing private developers to enter into early discussions 
with us about proposed major developments, the Council were to say that there will be no chance for 
discussion of its own plans until a Planning Application is submitted. 

***************************** 

Opinion 

So where do we want our skateboard parks? 

- Somewhere in Stokenchurch 

- Somewhere in Marlow 

- The Rye. 

On Thursday 24th November I attended what I 
consider to be the most disgraceful example of 
a “consultation” that I have ever seen.  Firstly, 
let me say that I have no axe to grind on the 
issue of a skateboard park being sited in High 
Wycombe, but I do think it is important that it 
is sited on a recreation ground and not on a 
Public Open Space. 

However, the most important issue is not even 
where it should go, but that Wycombe District 
Council in a display of breathtaking arrogance 
has simply DECIDED where it will go! 

When a skateboard park was first proposed for 
High Wycombe, I wrote to Wycombe District 
Council asking when there would be a 
consultation on the siting.  The reply stated 
that there was to be consultation meeting on 
the design issues only.  This was contrary to 
what was stated in the Cabinet Minutes, which 
said that a consultation on siting WAS 
necessary.  I contacted the Leader of the 
Planning Group Tony Fooks who made further 
inquiries and it appeared this consultation on 
the siting issues was to take place, and I was 

pleased to see that the meeting advertised in 
the Bucks Free Press was entitled “Skateboard 
Site.”  

Well at that meeting there was no discussion 
on the site issue at all, and on inquiry I was 
told that this was because nothing had been 
decided on siting as they needed to work out 
the designs first.  I pointed out that you could 
hardly produce a design and then find a space 
to fit it.  I also pointed out that while the other 
sites were labelled “Stokenchurch” and 
“Marlow” there was no “High Wycombe” site, 
but a very well defined site called “The Rye”!  
This caused some very defensive comments 
about how they were interested in doing 
something for young people.  Well yes, but then 
I wasn’t saying that there should not be a 
skateboard park, just that it needed to be in an 
appropriate place and that at the very least 
there should be an honest public debate.   

Further inquiries revealed that public 
consultation on the potential sites was to be as 
“part of the planning process”.  What this 
means is that our only recourse is to object 
when it appears as a planning application, 
rather than being allowed any meaningful 
discussions on alternatives to the Rye. As well 
as the siting issue, there is a raft of others.  
Who is going to maintain the skateboard park?  
Who will run it?  How is maintenance to be 
financed? 
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That Wycombe District Council is bent on it 
being sited on the Rye is further revealed by 
the fact that Desborough Recreation Ground 
was apparently turned down as the High 
Wycombe site because “the local people might 
claim it for their own”.  I wonder what that 
means.  I can’t help but imagine hordes of 
Desborough Road kids hogging the skateboard 
park and not letting anyone else use it.  Hardly 
a likely scenario.  Perhaps Wycombe District 
Council would like to explain? 

When it comes to consultation issues, 
Wycombe District Council is light years from 
where it was some years ago.  The advent of 
excellent Officers, and Councillors open to 
discussions, transformed our relationship with 
them.  I can only hope that this ill thought-out, 
downright bad scheme is a “blip” that will be 
addressed. 

Frances Presland

 

 

Imagining the Future – Part 3 
THE PAST quarter has seen a frenzy of activity in connection with Part 3 of Wycombe District Council’s 
admirable “Imagine the Future” consultation exercise on the new “Wycombe Development 
Framework”.  This will replace the current Local Plan as the basis for planning decisions over the 20 
years to 2026.  Representatives of the Society (several in each case) attended meetings on the 
Framework as a whole on 27 September (the “IF3 launch”), on the “M40 Gateway” on 4 October, and 
on the Town Centre MasterPlan on 10 November.  Each of these events assisted the Society’s Planning 
Group in assembling written comments on the appropriate sections of the inches-thick IF3 
documentation, of which just a few highlights can be mentioned here. 

In the Draft Core Strategy, we welcomed the 
Council’s proposal that the Green Belt boundary 
should be redrawn to include areas of 
safeguarded land at Grange Farm, Lane End 
Road and the Gomm Valley that the Society has 
argued against developing for many years.  
However, we strongly objected to the proposal to 
draw the boundary to exclude Causeway 
Stadium from the Green Belt.  We said that the 
policy on location of shopping should not be 
interpreted to impose “bulky goods” stores (i.e. 
“warehouses”) too close to the town centre.  We 
strongly welcomed the Council’s proposal for a 
Quality Checklist against which future planning 
applications would be assessed (which we saw 
as a very positive response to comments we had 
made in earlier stages of “Imagine the Future”).  
We expressed scepticism about the concept of 
“gateways” to mark the entrances to the town, 
fearing that these could lead to inappropriate 
and incongruous buildings. 

We found the M40 Gateway exercise very 
controversial, and the consultation meeting on 
this part of the WDF the least successful.  A 
number of options for the development of the 
Handy Cross area were referred to.  One 
important element is the proposal for a 
“Coachway” (i.e. long-distance coach stop), 
combined with a Park and Ride facility.  The 
Society strongly supports such a facility to 
encourage public transport, but like our friends 
in the Chiltern Society we do not accept the 
proposal to put it on the south side of the M40 
in the AONB and Green Belt.  Instead it should 
be on one of the sites on the town side of the 
motorway that are discussed in the “Gateway” 
document.  This document also suggests new 
road links from the Handy Cross roundabout 

down to High Wycombe to the east (i.e. Abbey 
Barn Lane) and to the west (route undefined but 
presumably going somewhere near West 
Wycombe Park).  There is no clarity about these 
proposals yet. While it certainly seems desirable 
to enable more road traffic to avoid the town 
centre, the cost, in terms of loss of open space 
and further intrusion into the AONB and Green 
Belt, may simply be unacceptable. 

Finally, the latest “Masterplan” document looks 
beyond the time when Abbey Way flyover is 
knocked down, and the River Wye opened up, 
and considers the new vistas that might be 
opened up within the town, thus continuing the 
Council’s impressive visionary work on the new 
Wycombe of the 21st century.   

The Masterplan consultation was particularly 
illuminating about the future of the Hughenden 
Road area.  Although BCUC will no longer 
occupy this area, it was still proposed that there 
should be a “spine road” through the middle of 
the Compair and De La Rue sites, to “relieve”, 
i.e. to bypass, the existing Hughenden Road.  
Having heard the discussions and the input from 
the local residents, particularly about how the 
road might regain the line of the A4128 at the 
northern end (intruding into Hughenden Park) 
we concluded that the case for a new spine road 
was not made. 

It was encouraging at these sessions how much 
impact was made by some of our affiliated 
associations – for example the Sands Residents 
Association and the Hughenden Park Residents 
Association, and several others.  We commend 
these consultation exercises to all our affiliated 
groups.  If you don’t take part, then don’t 
complain about what comes to pass! 
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How Many New Homes? 
IN SEPTEMBER, Bucks County Council issued a consultation pamphlet seeking the public’s views on 
the policy for new housing in Buckinghamshire, put forward by the South East England Regional 
Assembly.  Earlier in the year, SEERA had consulted about the total level of housing in the South-East.  
Now they have put forward proposals for housing numbers and policies at the District level.  For this 
purpose, Wycombe District falls mainly into the long-windedly named “Western Corridor and 
Blackwater Valley Sub-Region” (WCBV for short).  This effectively means the Thames Valley sub-region.  
(The “Blackwater Valley” bit extends it down to Aldershot and Farnham.)   

SEERA proposed that collectively the sub-region 
should get an average of 4,490 new homes per 
annum until 2026.  The local authorities in the 
sub-region have now collectively considered the 
policies to be used to share that total between 
them.  Eventually they have settled on “Option 
D” which reads: 

“Continuation of currently planned development 
to 2016, followed by a greater concentration of 
development in and around the main population, 
employment and service centres (principally 
Basingstoke, Reading and Slough but also 
including Bracknell, High Wycombe, Newbury 
and Maidenhead)….  but ruling out housing 
development on land subject to key planning 
constraints such as the Green Belt and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty – constraints which 
particularly affect the north-eastern parts of the 
sub-region, including much of southern 
Buckinghamshire.” 

Application of this policy leads to 
Buckinghamshire’s share within the sub-region 
being 390 homes per annum, of which 300 
would come to Wycombe District (the rest going 
to South Bucks).  (Note that Aylesbury and 
Milton Keynes fall in different subregions.). 

We believe our own local authorities have done 
well to negotiate a high profile for the Green Belt 
and AONB in the policy, and the resulting 
number of homes proposed in Wycombe is less 
than it might have been.  The District Council 
believes that 80% of these can be built on sites 
that are “already known about or anticipated by 
2026”. 

Nevertheless, we believe that these figures will 
lead to tremendous pressure for what is now 
termed “urban intensification” (what was 
recently known as “backland development” and, 
long ago, “urban infill”).  In responding to BCC 
on the consultation, we said: 

“The figure… is unacceptably high, because it 
will result in a totally unacceptable degree of 
urban intensification, which is already degrading 
the suburban environment within the boundaries 
of High Wycombe, and is a highly contentious 
issue giving rise to a great deal of public protest 
and anger in affected areas.” 

But we went on to say: 

“Of the four options, Option D has the merit that 
it seeks to protect the Green Belt and AONB, and 
is the ‘least worst’ of four bad options.” 

We doubt very much if our protests will make 
any difference.  BCC and WDC have responded 
to local concerns and done their best.  The real 
risk now is that the Government will overrule its 
own Regional Assembly and impose higher 
figures on the Region as a whole, which will then 
cascade down to High Wycombe.  If (when) that 
happens, it will add further weight to the view 
expressed in our Summer Newsletter that 
regional assemblies are an unnecessary tier of 
government.   

There is of course a further issue over providing 
enough homes for “key workers” – nurses, 
policemen, firefighters etc.  This is being 
addressed by the District Council in their 
consultations on the Wycombe Development 
Framework.  Suffice it to say, that just because 
we need more “affordable housing” does not 
mean that the total housing provision in High 
Wycombe needs to spiral out of control, drawing 
in more residents and commuters. 

We were also invited to comment, and did, on 
the implications of such housing growth for 
infrastructure.  We pointed out that it is absurd 
that when High Wycombe is presented as part of 
the WCBV sub-region, our only reasonable 
transport link to the south is a road link (the 
A404), and that there is no public transport link.  
We went on to note that there are no effective 
links to the north, either, even though it is 
Government policy to develop an axis of 
development from Aylesbury through Milton 
Keynes to the South Midlands, which will need to 
connect with the Thames Valley.  High 
Wycombe’s long-recognised traffic problems on 
the London Road are increasingly being 
paralleled by the congestion along the West 
Wycombe Road out to the Pedestal and beyond. 

No Room for Sustainable Building! 
An interesting sideshow to the main “Imagine the 
Future 3” events (see p.5) was a half-day 
conference on “sustainable building” (meaning 
buildings that are designed to minimise their impact 
on the environment) which Tony Fooks attended.  
We’ve had to hold over a report on this to the Spring 
issue for lack of space, but be assured that its 
topicality will not be lost!  



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 7 NEWSLETTER WINTER 2005/2006 
 
 

Stone Age Mystery 
In Rectory Avenue, High Wycombe 

A Stone Age handaxe has just come to light, stored at Wycombe Museum with a note simply stating 
it to be of Lower Palaeolithic origin and that it was found in a Rectory Avenue rockery.  That makes 
it between 200,000 and 500,000 years old!  A mystery indeed! 

The axe, pictured below, measures 8.2 inches 
(208mm) long and weighs a mighty 2.2 lb (1 
kg).  It is made from andesite, which is a 
volcanic rock, and archaeologists call it an 
Acheulian style biface handaxe.  
It could have been knapped in 
what is now England, for the 
rock is found today in the Lake 
District. 

The axe has just been 
confirmed by the highest 
authority to have been made by 
the hand of a highly skilled 
person over 200,000 years ago.  
Of the few andesite handaxes 
found in this country, nine 
have come from gravels near 
Coventry; they could have been 
used to cut up elephants for 
food.  Not as improbable as you 
might think, for the skeletons 
of two elephants living 500,000 
and 400,000 years ago have in 
recent years been found in 
excavations in Boxgrove, near 
Chichester, and Ebbsfleet in 
Kent.  Both provided evidence 
of butchering by our ancestors, 
using stone tools. 

Determining whether a stone is 
a tool, hand-made in the Stone Age, or just has 
the appearance of a tool but was formed by 
nature, was formerly a matter of judgment by 
archaeologists.  This particular stone was given 
the thumbs down in 1955 by archaeologist and 
writer J F Head, FSA, who stated, “In my 
opinion, it bears no indication of human 
workmanship.”  This was probably the reason 

for its subsequent low profile, until now. 

Research has revealed that this handaxe was 
discovered in a rock-garden in 1938 by a Mr 

who was visiting a house in 
Rectory Avenue.  The implement 
was later taken to the British 
Museum by a Miss Dessin, once 
Headmistress at Wycombe High 
School.  Mystery surrounds its 
appearance in Rectory Avenue.  
If we knew the location of the 
house and its rock-garden, we 
might make progress in 
answering such questions as: 

1. Was it hid

Vere Sutton 

den there by a 

ft by its original 
 

ls 

ately as this axe was 

 that might shed 

Peter Hazzard 

collector? 

2. Was it le
owner in the neighbourhood?

3. Are there other stone too
nearby? 

Unfortun
not found in situ, it can add 
nothing to knowledge of High 
Wycombe's history.  However it 
is still local treasure and 
certainly is the oldest artefact in 
the Museum. 

th information
Hyde Photography

Any readers wi
light on this mystery are asked to contact 
Wycombe Museum or Peter Hazzard via the 
Editor.  Reference details are available to 
anyone interested. 

 

 

“Not inclusive?” 
Not only does the High Wycombe Society in 
large measure fail to reflect the ethnic diversity 
of Wycombe today, but we’re distinctly skewed 
in the age stakes too!  To put it bluntly, too 
many of us are old! 

But channels do exist in our town for 
connecting with the younger generation.  In 
September, our chairman, Roger Lawson, and 
vice-chairman, Tony Fooks, attended by 
invitation the formal graduation ceremonies of 
the Buckinghamshire Chilterns University 
College (BCUC), held in the Swan Theatre.  
Tony attended the Arts and Design graduates’ 

ceremony and Roger the one for the leisure and 
tourism faculties.  They have told us that the 
respective invited speakers delivered profound 
speeches which were entirely relevant to their 
young audience, which would hopefully 
encourage the new graduates in their chosen 
professions.  Roger states:  

“The challenge now for the Executive Committee 
and all our members is to bring the Society to 
the notice of young people and particularly 
student undergraduates who reside temporarily 
in Wycombe during their study years.  There is 
much in the town and the surrounding district 
that is both historically interesting and worth 
preserving.” 
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a close-up view of the busy building site, 

Looking Down on Eden 
MEMBERS OF the Planning Group had the latest in our  series of meetings with Multiplex, the 
developers of the new Town Centre Development, on 10 November.  We met Multiplex’s senior 
project manager with responsibility for the High Wycombe project, architect Mr Hunter Finlayson, 
and were updated with the latest possible changes to the plans.  Plans are taking shape for the 
Steering Group that will oversee the provision of “public art” for the development’s open spaces: the 
expression “public art” covers a range of features from sculpture at one end to street furniture at 
the other.  It offers scope to add character to the development that reflects local history and 
traditions, and we are glad that it has been agreed that, as well as representatives from the College 
with their strong background in local furniture design, our President Stuart King will be 
represented. 

Multiplex were already aware of the sensitivity 
of the design of the roof, which will be visible 
from many points from High Wycombe’s valley 
sides.  Society members will recall the mistake 
that was made with the new Sports Centre at 
Wycombe Abbey School, 
which slipped through the 
approval system without 
anybody, including us, 
realising the impact it 
would have when seen 
from Amersham Hill.  
Your editor was therefore 
very pleased when Mr 
Finlayson suggested that 
we should give him a tour 
of the town which could 
include all the sensitive 
views. 

And what a lot of potential views there are.  
From some of them the site seems barely 
visible at present.  But that is because the site 
is cleared and is only marked from a distance 
by the cranes and the pile-boring machine.  All 
will change when the development is built.  The 
afternoon was beautifully blue, clear and 
sunny, which served our 
purpose well. 

First stop was the view 
from the top floor of the 
Dovecote multi-storey car 
park (see front page) – not 
exactly the valley sides 
but giving a fine close-up 
view of the building site, 
humming with activity.  
And already the reflected 
sun from the puddles of 
water was bright and 
dazzling.  From there it 
was to Tom Burt’s Hill on 
the south of the town – a 
classic view from that beautiful, spacious 
hillside.  Retracing our way down Desborough 
Avenue we mounted the Pastures, turned into 
Garratts Way and walked back to the hill to 
look down on the view that Downley residents 
see whenever they drive into town.  Further 
along Garratts Way, close to Campbell Close, 

the Eden site is very much “in your face”:  any 
glaring white roof will be most unpleasant for 
pedestrians, drivers and residents alike.  From 
there it was up Hamilton Road to look back 
from near the speed camera.  That was one of 

the places where now you 
can have difficulty making 
out where the site is, but 
you will not once Eden is 
built.  Then we went on up 
Hamilton Road and down 
Amersham Hill – to espy 
the girls’ Sports Centre 
which never fails to 
impress with its ugly, 
shiny and geometrical 
intrusion into beautiful 
parkland – and finally into 
Priory Road for a short 

walk into the Cemetery. 

Classic view from Tom Burt’s Hill 

The trip took just over an hour and took in 
some of Wycombe’s finest views.  There was no 
doubt that Hunter was impressed.  An 
experienced and sensitive architect, he is now 
well attuned to the problem.   

The solution, though, is far from simple.  Every 
building has a top to it, 
and covering the roof of a 
development like Eden 
from edge to edge with 
something like grass is 
really not practical.  But at 
least the ugliness of 
higgledy-piggledy service 
plant can be avoided with 
careful layout and screen-
ing, as can obtrusive and 
abrasive colours – and 
above all, reflectivity.  With 
the Council’s Urban Design 
Division and the architects 
working together in full 

knowledge of the problem, at least no-one will 
be able to say, “we didn’t think of that”! 

To get 

Getting intimate from Garratts Way! 

do take a trip to the top of the Dovecot Car Park.  
This is your chance to see our “Western Desert” 
swept away as the new High Wycombe takes 
shape before your eyes. 
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Albert’s War 
SEPTEMBER 3 1939 was the start of the Second World War.  It didn’t seem like it at the time.  A 
siren sounded out at 11 o’clock, and our family sat out on our little balcony to see what all the fuss 
was about, as it was a Sunday.  It all seemed to us kids nothing to worry about…  

My youngest brother was born earlier that 
year, and I was still at school with all the other 
children.  At the time, I was attending Mill End 
Road School.  We usually walked the two miles 
there and back.  This was also very useful as 
we were all on the look out for horse manure.  
This was for the allotment and really helped 
the plants to grow.  We all had to do our bit to 
help with food production, as most of the 
families had a real job managing on your dad’s 
wages in those days. 

The war never really got going at first, though 
we did get people coming down from London to 
stay during those early days.  Some stayed a 
while but soon worried about the house they 
had left behind and returned home.  Our 
family stayed in the same house all through 
the war, and long after it as well.  Wycombe as 
a town was hardly touched.  We lived right in 
the station area, and watching these war films, 
perhaps that was not such a safe place to be.   

We did get children evacuated from London 
into town but not at our house as we were 
already full of our relatives, who stayed most of 
the war, although sometimes they went home 
to see to things.  Our relatives all had jobs in 
London to go to and we were handy to the 
Railway Station, so I really do not know how 
mum and dad managed, with us lot to see to. 

The big difference the war made to our lives 
was that after years of unemployment, our men 
were able to go to a job with real money at the 
end of the week.  With the call-up going on all 
the time into the forces, women had to do paid 
work too.  I left school at 14 years to fill up a 
space where men had gone into the forces,  
and by the time I was 16 learned to be an 
oxyacetylene welder, making parts for aircraft. 

We all got on with it.  Sometimes we worked 
twelve hours in the day – eight at work, then 
four hours fire-watching.  From Wycombe 
Station you could see the glow in the sky from 
the London blitz: no street lamps then, just the 
dark night.  Mostly we cycled to work but with 
hardly any light you could very easily run into 
something by the road.  Newland area was very 
dark: a lot of the air raid shelters were there, 
and I am glad to say we did not have to use 
them. 

Then in 1942, after Pearl Harbour in 1941, the 
Yanks arrived.  They were on our side, so we 
gave them the best school in town, as a base. 
They lived in the Abbey grounds, in tents at the 
start, and they stayed here long after the WW2 
was over.  They must have liked us!  Many 

local dance bands started during the war.  Our 
local dances were on every night of the week.  
The Town Hall was a big venue, also the Liberal 
Club and the British Legion; others were the 
Castlefield Hostel, and the Cadena Hall in 
Frogmoor.  These bands were usually very 
good, and it was nice to have a break from all 
that work.  Archie's bands were always good, 
as well as many others, whose names I can’t 
recall at the moment.  We also went up to 
shows in London, usually by coach or bus.  
Things carried on as usual.  We did day trips to 
the seaside on the train, or by coach. One of 
the biggest life savers during the war was the 
British Restaurant – national treasures, what 
with rationing and little food.  You went in 
there and a dinner cost a shilling!  Where are 
the Joe Lyon’s Restaurants of old?  Also where 
are those Kunzle cakes gone?  Even Cadbury 
cannot make them! 

Even with all the rationing you still had to 
register for your food with our local shops in 
Wycombe.  Somehow they managed to keep us 
from starving.  We also grew our own potatoes 
and greens. The allotment was our lifeline.  
Many of us kept chickens so we could have a 
few eggs for cooking, and we also kept rabbits 
for food.   

Many were the local heroes, who did so much 
to help the war effort.  As usual, when it was 
all over, they got no credit for their efforts for 
the planes, tanks, cameras and other stuff they 
turned out, male and female, under difficult 
conditions.  But of course we had the proper 
cinemas to go to – four to be precise!  The war 
had lots of slogans to keep us on our toes: “Be 
like Dad, Keep Mum” and “Walls Have Ears”, 
and lots of others. 

That's Episode One of my War Years for now…! 

Albert Ivermee 

At the meeting about furniture factories on 11
November (which we hope to review in a future
issue), Albert and others regaled us with memories of
aircraft manufacture in High Wycombe, where many
De Havilland Mosquitoes were made.  Your editor,
then aged 14, shot this Mosquito (a T.T.35, no TA641)
at Liverpool (now John Lennon) Airport in 1958. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

olywell Mead, in 
y 
it

ful 
ty-

 enjoyed the lovely views 

 

d by the all-round scenic views from the 

looked across the lake in 

 take “mirror images” – for 

During question time, 

why Lucas
such a 
Could it not be 
“managed” like many of 
our other local woods? 

Roger said that the owner could not be made to 
keep it in order, but hopefully he might be 
persuaded to let it be managed.  A suggestion 
was made that Roger ought to produce a 
booklet, with pictures, so that people might 
make the walk, physically – although NOT in 

 

Open Spaces In and Around High Wycombe  
OUR OCTOBER quarterly meeting was held in the Environment Centre on H
deference to the subject of the talk, which was b
Roger had drawn a circle of three miles radius, w
the open spaces in green.  His talk, with beauti
day!) including very many of these spaces – seven

From the Parish Church, to the Museum on 
Castle Hill, north cutting through the cemetery  
and then on to Lucas Wood (impossible to 
photograph the wood itself, except from the 
middle of Totteridge Road, which was inadvis-
able!), and then to the unspoilt countryside of 
the Gomm Valley. We

Roger Wilding of the Wycombe Wildlife Group.  
h the Parish Church at the centre, marking all 
slides, described a walk (not completed in one 
five miles in all, I believe. 

top of the tower of West Wycombe Church.  
Towerage, Hellbottom Wood and the various 
woods at Booker and Sands were covered 
before looking at the Sands Bank and 
Chairborough local nature reserves. We even 
saw photographs of orchids growing on Carver 

Hill within sight of the town centre.  

South of the M40, a visit to Widdenton Park 
Wood (the highest point around, its flat top 
capped by a reservoir) and Wycombe Air Park 
was followed by views in and around Marlow 
Bottom, the woods between Burroughs Grove 
and Sheepridge (best seen looking over the 
Thames from Winter Hill), the Winchbottom 

Valley and the woods 
and golf course near 
Flackwell Heath. After 
passing through Fen-
nells Wood (split in two 
by the M40) and along 
the old railway track, we 

from here and from the Wycombe Heights Golf 
Course, with hardly any visible industry or 
roads. 

On towards Penn, 
through damp grassland 
with ragged robins 
blooming in profusion, 
past the village pond, 
visiting Common Wood 
and the nearby golf 
course and “horse 
fields”.  Then to Gomm’s 
Wood, Kings Wood and 
the cemetery at the top 
of Cock Lane with its 
banks strewn with wild flowers, which are 
managed by Wycombe Wildlife Group.  Going 
through the Grange Farm area, we traversed 
Lady’s Mile where pink purslane runs riot.
After seeing views across the farmland near 
Widmer End, we came back to the Hughenden 
Valley visiting Green 
Wood, the Disraeli 
Monument with its views 
of Hughenden Manor 
and Manor Farm, and 
Hughenden Park with its 
great range of trees.   

On to Downley, with 
views from Plomer Hill 
towards Desborough 
Castle – all the lovely 
stretches of wood and 
field – and Sands and to 
Naphill Common, with its ponds where the rare 
starfruit was rediscovered many years after it 
had been thought extinct.  Views of West 
Wycombe Park from Branch Wood were 
followe

Funges Farm meadow 
towards Deangarden 
Wood. And so on and on, 
a walk with so many 
beautiful views, ending 
back on the Rye with two 

lovely pictures of Pann Mill.   

Roger likes to
instance, one picture from Green Hill to the 
Disraeli Monument, and then one from the 
Monument back to Green Hill. He had several 

pictures from Tom Burt’s 
Hill across the town, but 
not the mirror view from 
my window looking out 
in spring at the mass of 
cowslips on the hill. 

Kathleen Peatey asked 
 Wood was in 
sorry state.  

one day! 

A vote of thanks was given for the truly
wonderful talk and slides, and everyone joined 
in the applause. 

Margaret Simmons 
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Local Book 

 
High Wycombe R

By Colin J Seab
A new book of photograph
places and people taken so
ago has been published by
Ltd just in time for the 
market.  Author Colin Seabr
190 pictures in all, ma
massive collection of old po
pictures will be familiar t
However, there are many
cannot recall having seen before.  As the 
author remarks in his introduction, the period 
1900 to 1914 was the golden age of postcards.  
They could be said to have been the equivalent 
of mobile-phone texting today.  People made 
use of them to keep their friends and families 
up-to-date on their activiti
times a postcard only cost a 
20% of a current penny) 
items would have been deli
hours! 

The pictures are well grouped, w
the River Wye, indu

evisited 
right 

s of High Wycombe 
me 50 to 100 years 
 Tempus Publishing 
Christmas present 

ight has selected 
ny taken from his 
stcards. Some of his 
o Society members.  
 which I, for one, 

es. In Edwardian 
halfpenny (about 

to send, and local 
vered within a few 

ith sections on 
stry, churches, schools, 

vices, shops, pubs, 
tivities, and full 

re provided.  
ople are probably 
ting, illustrating as 
anges in dress over 

first half of the twentieth century, before 
further redevelopment, which has been 

he 
gh 
ce 

another new book of 
our good 

transport, housing, civic ser
events and leisure ac
explanatory captions a
Photographs including pe
amongst the most interes
they do the remarkable ch
the years.  A few of those pictured may even 
have been known to some of today’s older long-
term residents.  But, of course, changes in 
modes of transport, in industry and commerce, 
and in housing design over this period have 
also been enormous, and these aspects are well 
illustrated and described, too. 

The author sadly concludes in his foreword: 
“The book ……… illustrates a selection of the 
features which made up High Wycombe in the 

photographs of High Wycombe, by 

described as ‘the peacetime blitz that tore t
heart out of the town’”.  What a pity the Hi
Wycombe Society did not come into existen
earlier! 

John Gore 

‘High Wycombe Revisited’, Colin J Seabright; 
ISBN 0-7524-3678-3; 128pp; £12-99. 

We have just received 

friend, Martin Andrew, Wycombe District 
Council’s Conservation Officer.  More in the next 
issue of the Newsletter.–Ed. 
 

 

Hon. Sec’s cuttings (concluded) 
Campaign to save finger posts  English Heritage 

ject to save existing finger 
the erection of new ones.  
onal direction signs on a 
n or village and indicating 
 a very characteristic part 
ral heritage, and the style 

ly distinctive.  They have 
centuries in the form of 

 1697 an Act had been 
strates to have direction 
oads.  The earliest known 
erpost was erected in the 
e General Turnpike Act of 

1773 required trustees to erect signs informing 
travellers of the distance to the nea

is embarking on a pro
posts and encourage 
(These are the traditi
pole pointing to a tow
its distance.)  They are
of our suburban and ru
of post is often local
been in existence for 
timber posts and by
passed enabling magi
signs erected at crossr
example of a true fing
Cotswolds in 1699.  Th

rest town and 

direction signs, which
inch black upper ca
background.  Although
this model, local au
discretion over the po
this led to a rich variet

Modern signs with a 
specified in the 1964
Act and it was not po
posts, although it wa
remove them.  The Tra
General Directions A
erection of new finger

often the distance to London.  The 1903 Motor 
Act passed responsibility for the provision of 
traffic signs to local authorities and in 1921 the 
Ministry of Transport provided a model for 

 recommended 2½ to 3 
se lettering on a white 
 all signs were based on 

thorities found they had 
sts, arms and finials and 
y of local styles.  

fixed national style were 
 Traffic Signs Regulations 
ssible to erect new finger 
s not a requirement to 
ffic Signs Regulations and 
ct 2002 permitted the 
posts on roads classified 

as A or B roads and English Heritage hopes that 
local authorities will erect new fingerposts. 

Frances Presland 

He made it! 
Congratulations to our Vice-Chairman and 
Leader of the Planning Group, Tony Fooks, on 
his election as Chairman of ANTAS at their AGM 
on 15 October. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr & Mrs J M Ashton of the Cherry Pit, Downley. 
Mr M J Cross of Deeds Grove, HW. 
Mr C Seabury of Malmers Well Road, HW. 
Mr & Mrs C Smith of Haw Lane, Bledlow Ridge. 
Mr M A P Dewey of Sedgmoor Road, Flackwell 
Heath. 
 

 

Obituaries 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mr David Rees 
We extend our condolences to Angela and their 
family and friends. 
 

 

A Clean Sweep 
No, t a 
call ary 
Woodman co ristmas and 

g the annual Chilterns Forum on 25 
November.  The Chilterns Conserva
(CCB), now in its first full year of op

Chilterns 

c measures, 
creation and access to the Chilterns 
 he meeting 

not an out-of-work chimney cleaner, bu
for the products of your tidying up.  M

mments: “After the Ch
New Year festivities, you might feel the need for 
a turn-out of items no longer needed.  Please 
remember your unwanted goods can be recycled 
via the Society’s bric-a-brac stall at Pann Mill or 
at our Charity Market Stall, as well as raising 
money for the Society at the same time.  Goods 
can be collected and stored if that would help.” 

Phone Mary on 01494 528106 for information. 

AND… Please keep your books for our Annual 
Grand Book Swap at the AGM in April! 

RL and CCB at the Zoo 
Chairman Roger Lawson was one of 150 people 
attendin

tion Board 
eration, is 

set up to conserve and enhance the natural 
beauty of the Chiltern Hills within the 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  A 
very full briefing from all the officers of the 
Board gave illustrated accounts of the work of 
the Board in conservation, chalk streams, 
farming and land use, planning and 
development, transport/traffi
woodland, re
Area, and the historic environment.  T
was attended by many from the Wycombe area 
including District and County Councillors and 
members of residents’ associations affiliated to 
our Society. The excellent venue was the 
hospitality suite of Whipsnade Zoo.  Delegates 
who could spare the time were invited to walk 
around the wildlife park. 
 

 

Contributors’ Corner 
Once again, thank you to all those who have 
provided us with fine articles for this Newsletter.  
Material for the next issue should reach me at 
29 Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 February, please.   

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 

 
 

DATES FOR 
2006  

Friday 13th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meet
Wycombe”.  Sp

YO

ing
ea

and mince pies to 

l M
l G

D

.3
t t

 Fe
ker

Claydon House.  Details in t
ontact Mary Woodman on 01494 528106. 

ting nghamshire Families and Their 
es”.

 St

UR DIARY 

: “Seekers & Finders – the Story of Quakers in High 
ker: Keith Chatfield, retired teacher.  With drinks 
welcome in the New Year. 

Friday 7th April 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Annual Genera
Groups.  Annua

Sunday 7th May 
11.00am–5.00pm 

Pann Mill Open 
mills flour.  Refres
Water Trail at 2
meet 2.30pm a

Friday 26th May 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Wycombe Arts
Making”.  Spea

Sunday 25th June Shared-car outing to 
Newsletter.  C

Wednesday 26th July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Mee
Treasure Hous

eeting followed by Reports from the Society’s 
rand Book Swap (see above). 

ay.  Pann Mill turns again (water permitting) and 
hments, plants, bric-a-brac, sale of flour.  Also 

0pm, start and finish at Pann Mill.  Town Trail, 
he Parish Church, finish at Pann Mill. 

stival Meeting: “The Art of Traditional Furniture-
: Stuart Linford, local furniture-maker. 

he Spring 

: “Famous Bucki
  Speaker: Mr Brian Edwards, Blue Badge Guide. 

all. Saturday 29th July, 8.00am–noon 
Little Market House 

Charity Market

 

Put these dates in
your diary now!!! 


