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Come, Fill the Cup… 

IN 2003 the Licensing Act brought in many real-world changes, including longer opening hours for 
pubs and bars.  But it also changed the mechanism for the granting of licences, the authority for 
which passed from the Magistrates’ Courts to Local Authorities.  At that time, the Councillor who 
was to become responsible for the new regime in Wycombe District, Cllr Paul Rogerson, 
approached the Society to ask if we wished to take an interest in the new proceedings.  We noted 
that, in the absence of specific objections to the granting of a licence, it might not always be 
practical for the Licensing Committee to refuse an application.  At that time, your Executive 
Committee judged that the Society did not have the resources and volunteers to take this on, and 
there were plenty of other tasks to occupy our time. 

However, very recently we became aware of an application for a licence to serve alcohol in Café 
Eden (currently known as “Food Fountain”), adjoining the bus station.  This made many of us 
uneasy.  Such a licence could encourage drunken behaviour in the bus station and on buses, and at 
certain times of the day school “children” might be involved.  So we attended a meeting of the 
Licensing Panel and made our objections.  As we go to press, we hear that the licence has in fact 
been granted, but several useful assurances were received in response to our representations and 
those of others (such as the police), including that the licence will not allow alcohol to be served at 
the time in the afternoon when school buses are leaving, and it will all be served in plastic cups, with 
the bottles/cans being retained. 

Anyone (e.g. from our Affiliated Groups and Residents’ Associations) who wants to make 
representations to future meetings of the Licensing Panel, fear not!  It is not a daunting experience 
and the chairman, Cllr Rogerson, gave me all the proper assistance, as I am sure he will anyone 
else who is unfamiliar with the procedures of the Panel. 

Chris Woodman 

 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
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Planning This Quarter 

I WONDER sometimes how the Society and especially its Planning Group manage to deal with the vast 
amount of reading, consultation and participation in discussions that are constantly being generated not only 
by the Council but also by Government.  We have all of us on the team been involved with one activity or 
another this quarter and I hope that we will now have a quiet period leading up to Christmas and the New 
Year.  These are some of the areas that the Group have been involved in: 

High Wycombe Railway Station  Top-level 
negotiations continue between Chiltern Rail, the 
Department for Transport and Wycombe District 
Council.  An indicative plan has now been released 
which indicates that there will be a bus interchange, 
taxi rank and pick-up-and-drop-off point for 
passengers.  These facilities will be arranged 
around the listed Brunel Train Shed which will 
remain and, we hope, be used in a way that benefits 
the travellers and public of High Wycombe.  There 
will be an increase in car parking, which the Society 
is concerned about in respect of its design and 
height.  We understand that consideration is also 
being given to an exit road from the far end of the 
existing car park leading down on to London Road: 
again we await clarification of all of these proposals. 

Amersham & Wycombe College  Following further 
consultation with the College and the developer, a 
planning application has been submitted for ex-
CompAir land west of Jewson’s.  The Group’s 
response has been positive in that the design, 
height and finish of the building, especially with a 
green roof, show how an application can be 
appropriate for its site, especially in the bottom of 
the valley.  We have, however, emphasised that a 
very robust Transport Plan must be implemented 
from the word “Go” in order to control on-site parking 
by issuing passes and avoid on-road parking in the 
surrounding streets.  We have noted that adequate 
car parking for disabled personnel has been 
incorporated. 

Daws Hill & Abbey Barn Lane  The first 
presentation by Wycombe District Council and 
consultants proved to be a challenging occasion, as 
some 180 interested parties attended but many 
were unable to park or get into the meeting.  Many 
ideas were presented, some of which were 
controversial with regard to Green Belt areas being 
affected, public paths through woods, the question 
of how many houses should be allocated, road 
infrastructure for the area etc.  Following this 
meeting two further Workshops were held which a 
member of the Planning Group attended.  In the light 
of the numbers we strongly recommended that a 
third workshop be held to ensure everyone could 
have the opportunity to comment and to propose 
ideas that residents have had for some time.  We 
now await the outcome and results of the workshops 
which we understand will be in the form of a Draft 
Development Brief for the area. 

New Town Centre Manager  At the time of writing 
this report, all the Society’s Groups will have the 
opportunity to meet the New Town Centre Manager, 

Melanie Williams.  We understand that she wishes 
to have a good relationship with the Society and to 
be able to work together with the aim of developing 
the town centre for future use by all ages (see p.10). 

Frogmoor  A further presentation has been held at 
Wycombe District Council to consider a Draft Brief. 

Unfortunately this exercise, we felt, was no different 
from the one run some six months ago.  The 
proposed brief itself does not encompass some of 
the major issues both on and surrounding Frogmoor. 

Consequently the Group have written to Wycombe 
District Council requesting some clarification as to 
the status of this project.  We now understand that 
this exercise has been shelved for the present time 
and will be reviewed during 2009. 

Planning Applications/Appeals  The Group have 
been actively involved with the Transport Group at 
an appeal concerning land along the old High 
Wycombe to Bourne End railway line at Wycombe 
Lane in Wooburn Green, in order to prevent building 
on the track bed.  We now await the Inspector’s 
deliberations: I hasten to add that a strong defence 
of the track bed was presented by the Council 
Officers, with support from the Society (see p.3). 

A further application concerning the sale of alcohol 
at the Eden Café adjacent to the bus station has 
also been objected to on the grounds of public order 
around the bus station, particularly for the younger 
generation at school times.  Chris Woodman 
presented the Society’s case and I understand was 
able to question the applicant in some detail.  We 
now await the panel’s adjudication (now received, 
see p.1–Ed.). 

A planning application for the demolition of a 
Heritage building in Leigh Street has been strongly 
opposed by the Society.  A further application for the 
use of the “beech leaf” café adjacent to M&S and 
the new Library has been fully supported by the 
Society, urging this to be actioned as soon as 
possible as in its present form it is an eyesore to a 
main entrance to Eden. 

A major application for the former John North Hall 
Student Residences site has now been received and 
the Society has raised strong objections on the 
grounds of overdevelopment, traffic impact on the 
Handy Cross roundabout, and the design and 
number of units proposed.  We are fully supporting 
the local residents in this matter. 

Tony Fooks 
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Restoring the Rail Service to 
Maidenhead – the Latest 

The latest stage in the 20-year saga of the Society’s 
campaign, begun by the late Chris Wallis and 
continued tenaciously by Elsa Woodward, to restore 
the railway line to Bourne End for use by ultralight 
rail (ULR), took place on 18-20 November, when an 
Inspector heard an appeal by Henry Homes to build 
29 dwellings (mainly flats) on the trackbed where it 
passes to the rear of the gardens of houses in 
Wycombe Lane, Wooburn Green.  The background 
was complicated: the Inspector into the Local Plan 
Public Inquiry in 2000 had rubbished the proposal to 
restore the railway for reasons that only he 
understood, but he nevertheless maintained 
protection of the line of the old railway for 
pedestrian, cycles or “public transport use”.  An 
Inquiry last year into a previous application by Henry 
Homes to build on the line was dismissed by an 
Inspector, but for reasons unrelated to the protection 
of the railway alignment; and in rejecting the appeal, 
that Inspector made it clear he did not accept the 
need to preserve the alignment for possible rail use, 
basing his view on an incomplete reading of the 
Local Plan Inspector’s report. 

This time, however, we (and the District Council) are 
more optimistic.  The Council’s witnesses (Chris 
Steuart, John Callaghan, Phil Simpkin and BCC’s 
Tony Blackmore) performed impressively under long 
and intense cross-examination, and three members 
of the Society’s Transport Group (Elsa Woodward, 
Nigel Phillips and your Editor) made statements.  
Although only a small part of the 3-day Inquiry was 
taken up on the railway issue, a witness for Henry 
Homes mounted a withering attack, referring to the 
astronomical costs of the Manchester Super-Tram 
and to recent Ministerial statements that it was 
unlikely that the Government would accept further 
such schemes.  However, WDC had referred to the 
report by Scott Wilson, consultants for the 
renewable energy firm Summerleaze, which showed 
that restoration was feasible in engineering terms, 
and we pointed out in our statements that our 
proposal has always been for ultra-light rail, with far 
lower capital and operating costs than super-trams.  
We also referred to the effect on demand for such a 
rail service of the building of CrossRail (terminating 
at Maidenhead), to strategic developments at 
Aylesbury and Milton Keynes, and of course to the 
growing importance of reducing carbon outputs and 
climate change.  WDC’s Counsel, in his summing-
up, referred eloquently to a previous court case 

which had upheld the validity of protecting railway 
alignments even where there was no immediate 
proposal for restoration. 

So we (and the Councils) are hopeful.  The 
Inspector’s report is expected out before Christmas 
or, if not then, soon after. 
 

 

South-East Planning: 
a Welcome U-Turn! 

Connoisseurs of the local government system will 
have heard of the Regional Assemblies, of which 
ours is called the South-East England Regional 
Assembly (SEERA).  Some of us started out rather 
sceptical of the need for such bodies, but were 
brought around by two things.  First, there were the 
explanations of one of our local councillors and 
assembly members, Mike Appleyard, that somebody 
elected needs to make the local case to 
Government at regional level; and second, SEERA 
undoubtedly did impressive work in connection with 
the current South-East Plan (where, among other 
things, regional housing figures are laid down and 
transport strategies defined) which is now due to be 
finalised in the New Year. 

Last year, however, the Government announced it 
had had enough of Regional Assemblies and would 
abolish them, passing their Regional Planning 
responsibilities to the Regional Development 
Agencies (RDAs – SEEDA, in our case) who are 
totally unelected and are the representatives of 
business in the region. 

But that was until 26 November, when the 
Government backed down, announcing that it would 
make regional planning a joint responsibility of the 
RDA and a new Local Leaders’ Board.  (“Leader” in 
this context means the leaders of councils – in our 
case, Cllrs David Shakespeare, BCC, and Lesley 
Clarke, WDC.) This brings us back quite close to the 
situation that pertained before Regional Assemblies 
were invented, when local authorities coordinated 
their input to south-east planning through 
SERPLAN, an ad hoc grouping of authorities in the 
South-East. 

No doubt some savings in bureaucratic costs will be 
made by killing off the Regional Assemblies.  It 
remains to be seen whether the new RDA/LLB 
arrangement will achieve the standard of excellence 
in regional planning that one can, in retrospect, 
recognise that SEERA achieved. 
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In the Shadow of his Uncle 

NEAR THE Queen Victoria Road end of the High Street in High Wycombe, set into a wall on the 

south side, is a feature which rarely attracts the attention of today‟s passers-by.  It is a foundation 

stone with an inscription which has weathered a little, but still clearly records its own history.  On 

December 10th 1897, three politicians assembled to lay it.  They were: the Rt. Hon. A J Balfour, 

First Lord of the Treasury, who later became Prime Minister; Coningsby Disraeli, M.P.; and 

Viscount Curzon, M.P. for Wycombe Division of Bucks.  Coningsby Disraeli, nephew of the former 

Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli, inheritor of Hughenden Manor and M.P. for Altrincham in 

Cheshire, was aged 30 at the time and was there in his capacity as President of the Conservative 

Club.  The foundation stone for the old club building also clearly records the name of its architect:  

Arthur Vernon. 

When Coningsby 

Disraeli was 

elected to parlia-
ment in 1892, the 

New York Times 
wryly commented: 

“Nobody expects 

he will set the 

Thames on fire, 

but then nobody 

dreamed of a 

career for his 

remarkable uncle 

when he first 

appeared in the 

House.”  Named 

after the epony-
mous protagonist 

of one of his 

uncle‟s novels, 

Coningsby was 

destined to be compared with his “remarkable 

uncle” throughout his life; and somewhat 

inevitably, if a little unkindly, judged to be 

disappointingly dull.  As if to emphasise the 

point, in the entrance hall to Hughenden 

Manor there are black and white photographic 

portraits of Coningsby and his father, Ralph, 

which contrast markedly with the more 

colourful  oil paintings of many of his uncle‟s 

contemporaries. 

But Coningsby was a prominent local person.  

He was well-educated at Charterhouse School 

and New College, Oxford, and, although his 

achievements may be confined to a footnote in 

Christopher Hibbert‟s recent biography of his 

uncle, he is nevertheless acknowledged to have 

been a conscientious alderman and justice of 

the peace.  He later served as High Sheriff of 

Buckinghamshire.  

While serving as an MP for Altrincham he also 

represented local interests in parliament.  In 

1896, Hansard duly records his concern over 

an outbreak of smallpox in Chepping 
Wycombe, and the inappropriate siting of a 

hospital for its victims on the Hughenden 

Road, close to the stream feeding into the 

watercress beds.  

In his portrait at the Manor, he is wearing the 

uniform of a Major 

in the Royal 

Bucks Hussars.  A 
number of photo-

graphs of this unit 

of volunteer 

cavalry are in the 

SWOP archive 

collection avail-

able online.  They 

show parades 

through the centre 

of High Wycombe; 

and there is one 

(shown here) of 
Coningsby as a 

Lieutenant with 

some of his men 
and a dog in the 

foreground.  I 

found myself 

wondering if the dog was one of the four buried 

with headstones on the Hughenden estate, the 

small pet cemetery an enduring testimony to 

Coningsby‟s love of animals. 

Below the portrait in the Manor, it is stated 

that Coningsby was a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Literature.  The archive of this 

Society, now held at the Cambridge University 

Library, confirms that he was proposed and 

recommended “as a proper person to become a 

Fellow” in 1924 by Sir Henry Newbolt, the poet, 
and Sir Henry Imbert-Terry. 

Another organisation which owed much to 

Coningsby‟s contribution was the 

Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society.  

Their records clearly show that he became 

“chairman of council” in 1917 and held office 

until 1933; and his obituary confirms that he 

played an active role in all its activities during 

this time. 

Back at the Manor, it was Coningsby who 

introduced both running water and electricity.  

One can imagine the struggle there would be 

today to get planning permission to lower the 
ceiling of an eighteenth century interior to 

make room for an en suite bathroom on a floor 
above, yet this is what Coningsby did, thereby 

converting his uncle‟s drawing room into the 

Lieutenant Coningsby Disraeli of the Royal Bucks Hussars with his 

men.  Is the dog one of those buried at Hughenden?    (RHW23049) 
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library we see today.  How astonished he would 

be to know that visitors today would also like 

to see the old kitchens he had flattened when 

he created his relatively cosy single storey 

extension!  In these acts at least he was 

following in the family tradition.  It was after all 

Benjamin and Mary Anne Disraeli who oversaw 

the removal of the original white stucco 

exterior of the Manor. 

A further lasting local legacy of Coningsby‟s 

actions is to be found at the Church House in 

Hughenden, where occasional concerts are 

held, and where teas are available in a 
convivial atmosphere on Sunday afternoons in 

summer.  There you can read his first-hand 

account of the renovation work he oversaw 

which resulted in the hall being created in its 

current form.  In a short narrative, he records 

his joy at the exposure of the original timber 

work and the pleasure he derived from the 

project. 

The SWOP archive includes a number of 

photographs of Mrs Disraeli, Coningsby‟s wife 

and later surviving widow, participating in local 

functions and giving out prizes.  When 

Coningsby died in 1936, aged 68, the influence 

of his uncle was still present.  I have been told 

it was the terms of Benjamin Disraeli‟s will of 

1881 that obliged Coningsby‟s widow to leave 
the Manor. 

Jackie Kay 

 

 

“Revive the Wye” 

An environmental initiative with this title, led by the Wycombe District Council Environmental 
Coordinator, Lesley Stoner, and chaired by Mike Overall of the Chiltern and Marlow Societies, has 

been seeking to improve the visual aspects and general condition of the River Wye – a task which is, 

strictly speaking, within the brief of the Environment Agency.  Our Society is represented on the 

Environment Sub-Group of the Wycombe Strategic Partnership and it is this Sub-Group that has 

spawned (forgive the aquatic pun) a “Revive the Wye” Steering Group encompassing the Wycombe 

Wildlife Group, the Chiltern Society, the Chilterns Conservation Board, the Wycombe District 

Council Rangers and the Environment Agency (whose delegate‟s attendance at meetings has been 

sporadic). 

The constructive outcome 

of a series of discussions 

was a “clean-up” on the 

stretch of the Wye between 

Pann Mill and the Rye Mill 

Motors showroom on 26 
September.  The volunteers 

included eight very helpful 

and enthusiastic volunteers 

from TNS Global, a market 

research company located 

opposite the Rye, whose 

enlightened management 

facilitate their staff 

members‟ involvement in 

community projects. 

Other participants included 

Lesley Stoner and two WDC 

Rangers (with equipment 

and trucks), Christine 
Breeden, Coordinator of the 

Chiltern Society Conser-

vation Volunteers, Roger 

Wilding of the Wycombe 

Wildlife Group (and the 

High Wycombe Society), 

Alan Beechey, the Chalk Streams Officer from 

the Chiltern Conservation Board, Mike Overall 

of the Chiltern Society, and Margaret Simmons 

and Roger Lawson of our Society. 

Scattered bank-side rubbish was collected in 

many black sacks, and those who had been 

kitted out with long 

waterproof waders could 

scour the stream bed for 

unwelcome artefacts, 

predominantly beverage 

cans, and plastic refuse. 

The work that made the 

most impact was the 

removal of considerable 

swathes of long reeds 

which impeded the flow of 

water in the main stream, 

and had clogged the 

waterway around the 

northern side of the small 

island, just downstream 

from Pann Mill bridge.   

This is now clear and water 

flows again. 

The WDC Rangers‟ van was 
most useful in transporting 

away the mass of reeds and 

weeds that had been 

extracted. 

A very constructive half 

day‟s work that will surely be repeated when 

other stretches of the Wye are identified that 

need a clean-up.  Our thanks to Lesley Stoner 

who organised the event, in conjunction with 

Mike Overall.  Actions speak louder than 

words! 

Roger Lawson 

 

The River Wye downstream of Pann Mill in 
September 2001, showing how overgrown it 

can get, if not looked after. 
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The History of 90 Easton Street and Clarke’s 
Solicitor’s Practice 

The recorded history of No. 90 Easton St dates back to 1756, but almost certainly the building 

originates from the 17th century.  Originally it would have been built as a dwelling house, but for 

the last 150 years it has been associated with the solicitor‟s practice of the Clarke family, and this 

article traces that history. 

The founder of the practice, 

Mr Daniel Clarke, was born 

in Great Missenden in 1836, 

and was articled in 1852 to 

Charles Harman, a solicitor.  

At that time Harman was a 

widower, with a young 

family, and lived and 
practised at No. 90 Easton 

St.  On his untimely death 

in 1855 his articles were 

transferred to a Mr W.  

Pulley, with whom Daniel 

Clarke continued his training.  After obtaining 

his articles in 1856, the practice was 

transferred to Daniel Clarke.  On January 24 

1861 he took a 21-year lease on the premises 

at £20 per annum, and then 

bought the freehold on 

November 19 1870. 

Also in 1861, Daniel Clarke 

was appointed Town Clerk of 
the Borough of High 

Wycombe, succeeding Mr 

James Harman.  Thus 

commenced an unbroken 

period of 59 years when 

Daniel and his son Arthur 

Joseph Clarke, born in 

1867, served as Town 

Clerks, Daniel from 1861 to 

1896, and A. J. from 1896 to 

1920.  In addition Daniel was a major 

benefactor and tireless worker on behalf of the 

town, being prominent in many of the 

developments taking place at that time.  These 
included the establishment 

of the High Wycombe 

Building Society in 1861, 

the formation of the 

Waterworks, and the 

construction of the Cottage 

Hospital in 1875, of which 

he was the Joint Secretary 

for many years.  He was 

twice President of the Bucks 

Baptist Association and 

three times Mayor of High 

Wycombe, in 1897/98 and 

1902/03 and 1903/04. 

In the 1890s Daniel moved 

up Amersham Hill to a large house known as 

Havenfield, and his son A. J., following his 

marriage in 1893 to the 

daughter of J. G. Peace, took 

up residence at 90 Easton 

St.  J. G. Peace, who was an 

Alderman and Justice of the 

Peace, lived at Castle Hill 

(now the home of Wycombe 

Museum), but sold it in 
1909 to A. J. Clarke.  Peace 

then moved to 90 Easton St, 

and A. J. Clarke to Castle 

Hill.  No. 90 Easton St was 

still owned by A. J. Clarke, 

so the „swop‟ was probably for convenience, 

J. G. Peace being at that time an old man who 

would have preferred to be close to the town 

centre. 

The adjoining building to the 

east of 90 Easton St, No. 89, 

was at that time the 

Windsor Castle public house 

(it had previously been a 
beerhouse known as The 

Paul Pry), owned by 

Wheeler's Wycombe Brew-

ery.  On March 25 1903 A. 

J. Clarke acquired the 

freehold of this property 

from the brewery.  A plan 

accompanying the deeds of 

this sale shows that the 

property extended some 

100m south from Easton St to the Rye 

„millstream‟.  Such a feature must also have 

applied to 90 Easton St., and a Clarke family 

story relates how the family had a punt moored 
at the river bank, which they 

used to proceed downriver 

as far as the cricket ground. 

After acquiring No. 89 A. J. 

Clarke carried out various 

alterations to the property.  

These included making an 

access way through to the 

rear of the property, 

rebuilding the frontage, 

raising the roof, installing a 

new doorway with a canopy 

over, and making a new 

door to No. 90. 

A. J. Clarke obviously took his duties as Town 

Clerk very seriously, and shortly after 

No. 90 Easton Street, joined to No. 89, once 

the “Windsor Castle” pub. 

The walk-in bay window still offers unique 

views over Easton Street. 

The rear of the house once overlooked a 

garden extending to the R. Wye Mill Stream. 
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succeeding to the position had a walk-in bay 

window specially constructed in a first floor 

room at the front of 90 Easton Street so that he 

could stand there and observe left and right, 

the length of the High Street.  This feature still 

exists today. 

Following the death of J. G. Peace in 1930, the 

„remaining‟ contents of 90 Easton St. were sold 

by auction on Jan 21st 1931, and the auction 

catalogue gives an insight into the opulence of 

the property at that time.  The garden, 

extending down to the Wye, included 

greenhouses and a wide range of flowers.  
There were 7 bedrooms, a 

Billiards Room with a 

„mahogany framed full-size 

billiards table‟ and two sets 

of ivory billiards balls and 

one set of snooker balls.  

But there seems to have 

been only one bathroom! 

Arthur Joseph Clarke retired 

from the practice in 1927 

and died on December 26 

1939 after a long illness.  

Like his father before him he 

was member of the Baptist 
Church, and his funeral took place at the 

Union Baptist Church, Easton Street.  He was 

a very prominent member of many of the 

institutions in Wycombe and his obituary 

records that he „readily and generously filled 

honorary duties with that charm of manner 

that had won for him esteem and affection 

from all classes of the community‟.  In addition 

to his many public offices, he was instrumental 

in bringing into being the Wycombe War 

Memorial Hospital, and was a founder of the 

Flackwell Heath Golf Club. 

His wife Minnie continued the family tradition 

of service to the town, being one of the first 
women to be appointed a Justice of the Peace 

for the Borough of High Wycombe, in October 

1925.  She served as such until her death in 

December 1951. 

In the early part of the 1930s L. R Nash had 

joined the solicitors practice, and with 

A. J. Clarke‟s son, Roland Peace Clarke, as the 

family „representative‟, the business traded as 

Messrs.  Clarke and Nash.  Nash died in 1946, 

and the practice was carried on under its 

former name of Clarke and Son, the partners 

being R. P. Clarke and Ralph Inchbald.  Roland 

Clarke served on the Town Council for 46 

years, being Mayor twice, in 1936/37 and 

1953/54. 

Roland‟s son Timothy joined 

the practice in 1959, and 

Arthur Neal in the 1970s.  

Roland Clarke died in 1979 

and bequeathed 89/90 

Easton St. to his son.  

Arthur Neal died in 1998, 

after which Timothy Clarke 

carried on the practice in his 

sole name until his 

retirement in October 2007 

after 48 years as a solicitor.  

The practice has now been 

assigned to Messrs Brown. 

The property, including the railings, is a Grade 

2 Listed Building, and will shortly be put up for 

sale.  Chris Woodman and the author Mike 

Dewey were privileged to be allowed by 

Mr. Timothy Clarke to make a contemporary 

photographic record of the interior of the 

building.  Much of the old documentation in 

the strong room has archival value, and has 

been assigned to the Bucks Record Office in 

Aylesbury. 

This article is based on an interview with 

Mr. Timothy Clarke, and on references to the 

family in the Bucks Free Press. 

Mike Dewey

 

 

FAGAM 

The latest in our thrice-yearly series of gatherings 
now entitled “Forum for Affiliated Groups and All 
Members” (FAGAM for short) in the Friends Meeting 
House on 14 November led to some lively 
exchanges.  Our Hon. Sec., Frances Presland, had 
invited along two visiting speakers. 

The first was Chris Bell of the Environment Agency 
who described the Agency’s proposals to construct 
a series of fishing platforms on the Rye Dyke.  The 
Agency made the case that the potential of the Dyke 
for fishing was not being realised, partly because of 
the lack of facilities that would attract young people 
but also because of a steep decline in the 
biodiversity of the Dyke in recent years.  Several 
Society members questioned the large size and 
visual obtrusiveness of the proposed platforms with 
railings, and of the risk that proposed aquatic 

vegetation could spread out of control, but they were 
particularly critical of the failure of the Agency to 
consult effectively on its proposals, or to submit a 
planning application.  The other side of the 
argument was provided by some local fishing 
enthusiasts who attended. 

The second speaker was Mike Watson, the 
inspirational leader of local group, “Arts4Every1”, 
who briefed Groups and members about proposals 
to develop St John’s Church in Desborough Road as 
a local arts venue. 

After that, the forum reverted to its more usual 
pattern, with briefing and discussion about local 

The rooms still display the 1930s opulence. 

concluded on p.9 
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Unveiling the Mitford Plaque at Old Mill Cottage 

In the Spring and Summer 2005 issues of the Newsletter we printed two articles by David Snoxell 
describing the link between the famous Mitford Sisters and Old Mill Cottage, adjoining Marsh Green 
Mill in Bassetsbury Lane, where David now lives.  This Summer the link was finally recognised with 
the unveiling of a plaque to celebrate the connection.–Ed. 

Several meetings with 

Wycombe District Council 

and numerous emails and 

contacts over the preceding 

five months finally resulted 

in a plaque and its unveiling 

at Old Mill Cottage (OMC) at 

4pm on Tuesday 27th May 

2008.  The circular plaque, 

made of Cumbrian slate, 

was inscribed in gold 

lettering, „The Mitford 

Sisters lived intermittently 
at Old Mill Cottage 1911-

1949‟.  About 55 guests 

came. 

The Dowager Duchess of Devonshire (aka 

“Debo”), the youngest and last of the Sisters, 

arrived soon after 3pm, followed by her 

daughter, Lady Sophia Topley.  Debo was 

quickly reunited in one of 

the bedrooms with Margo 

Cooper who had arrived at 

11am from the Isle of Wight.  

Margo lived in Box Tree 

Cottage across the lane and 

was a close friend of Debo, 
in fact an “honorary hon.”  

These two 88-year-olds had 

not seen each other since 

Debo‟s wedding in 1941 but 

had kept in touch ever 

since.  Debo gave her 

daughter, who had never 

seen OMC, a tour of the 

house and then they looked 

at the small exhibition of 

photos and cuttings of the 

history of the mill and the 

Mitford occupation, display-

ed on stands in the dining room.  As guests 
were arriving in the courtyard we had a pre-tea 

cup of tea in the sitting room with Debo, 

Sophia and Margo and 

were joined by the 

Chairman of Wycombe 

District Council and 

the Mayor and 

Mayoress of High 

Wycombe. 

Promptly at four the 

party trundled out to 

the courtyard into a 

fairly sunny afternoon, 

following two days of 
heavy rain.  There 

stood a gazebo under which 

was a “podium” covered in 

an Afghan carpet – in fact a 

converted sledge.  The chief 

guests having taken up their 

allotted chairs and the 

others invited to move 

forward, I made a short 

speech of introductions, 

thanks and an outline of the 

history of the mill and the 

Mitford occupation.  I then 

passed the microphone to 
the Duchess who was a bit 

wary about standing on the 

sledge in case it slid.  She 

reminisced about the life of her family at OMC, 

recounting several amusing stories told in 

Mitford literature.  The Chairman of WDC, 

resplendent in chain, spoke next about the 

plaque scheme, noting that 

this was the twentieth 

plaque put up in the area 

and would be the last.  We 

then moved to the wall by 

the lane where the plaque 

was hidden behind a pair of 
velvet curtains.  Traffic 

having been stopped by the 

Rangers, guests spread 

across the lane to get a view 

of the unveiling by the 

Duchess and the Chairman 

which was greeted with 

polite applause.  Afterwards 

we posed round the plaque 

for the cameras. 

From the plaque we moved 

to the lawn where tea was 

served in a large white 

marquee.  Anne had made the cakes and the 
caterers supplied the cucumber sandwiches 

etc.  The Duchess was delighted to meet Florrie 

Tilbury (age 96) whose 

sister had been a maid 

at OMC, with her 

niece Margaret Littler.  

Both had memories of 

the Mitford Sisters to 

tell.  Debo had an 

animated conversation 

with Roy Mason, 

husband of Eileen (née 

Hooper) whose father 

had been the groom 
and she a maid.  

Deborah, Dowager Duchess of Devonshire, 

and the Chairman of Wycombe District 
Council, Cllr Roger Wilson, huddle 

precariously on the elegant podium/sledge. 

The hosts and the guests, from left to right:  
The Mayor of High Wycombe, Cllr Paul 
Lambourne, and the Lady Mayoress, The 
Chairman of Wycombe District Council, Cllr 

Roger Wilson, the Duchess of Devonshire, 

David and Anne Snoxell, Margo Cooper. 

Unveiled, by the Duchess of Devonshire in the presence of 

Cllr Robert Wilson and Cllr Paul Lambourne! 
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Eileen (in her 90s) was too ill to come but Roy 

remembered meeting Unity and Lady 

Redesdale at OMC in 1948 when they were 

given a wedding present of two Witney 

blankets.  More photos were taken of the 

Duchess in front of the sitting room door, 

underneath the roses, and at 5.30pm she left 

with her daughter.  Guests gradually started 

leaving and by 6pm all that was left were the 

remains of the tea and a massive clearing-up 

operation. 

My thanks to Jo Tiddy and her team at WDC 

for the tremendous work they put into making 

this such a successful event, and of  course to 

the Duchess for coming all the way from 

Derbyshire and renewing her connection with 

High Wycombe of which she clearly has fond 

memories. 

David Snoxell 

(My most vivid recollections of the occasion were 
of the Duchess’ speech – fluent, effortless and 
informal, and fascinating, belying her age.  Her 
Grace has charm – and, of course, much else 
besides!–Ed.)

 

 

Royal Mail Centre, Hemel Hempstead 

On 10th June some 30 Society members and friends made their way, sharing cars, to Hemel 

Hempstead, where a guided tour of the Royal Mail Centre had been arranged.  After a welcoming 

cup of tea and an introductory talk, we were divided into groups and escorted around the work area 

where sorting machines of various sizes were in operation.  We were amazed at the speed at which 

letters found their way into the (presumably!) correct receptacles. 

All mail posted in the 

HP postal code area, 

which includes 
Aylesbury, Beacons-

field, Amersham and 

Chesham, as well as 

High Wycombe and 

Hemel itself, is sorted 

and despatched to the 

appropriate centre 

elsewhere in the UK for 

final delivery.  Mail to 

addresses in the HP 

area, wherever from, is 

sorted into individual 

postmen‟s walks and 

sent to the local area 
for delivery. 

Unfortunately, as yet, not all mail can be 

handled by the sorting machines; for example, 

many packets and parcels, and, apparently, 

square envelopes.  These are currently dealt 

with manually, and we were impressed by the 

skill and speed shown by the operatives as 

they tossed the items into the required 

receptacles with barely a glance!  

The tour completed, we all took part in a 

question and answer 

session and thanked 

our hosts before 

making our departure. 

John Gore 

PS. I imagine that my 
forebears who worked 

for the Post Office 

would be amazed to 

see today‟s sorting 

methods.  My great-

grandfather, who 

retired in the 1890s, 

was a postman in the 

Windsor area and 

delivered letters on 

horseback.  His son, my grandfather, who 

retired in the 1920s, also worked in Windsor 

Post Office.  He did experience the new 

technology of his time, for he was present in 
Windsor Great Park in 1911 when the first 

delivery of post by airmail took place.  Louis 

Blériot, the pioneer cross-channel aviator, had 

flown the plane from Hendon just to 

demonstrate the process.  I have a souvenir of 

the event. 

 

 

“Greengauge” – or “High Speed Two” 

Avid news-watchers will have noticed that the 

Conservative Party would like to avoid building 

a third runway at Heathrow by developing high 

speed railway lines to fulfil the demand now 

met by domestic flights.  If you have access to 

the Internet, you might like to google 

“Greengauge” and find their proposals for a 

new high speed railway line to link St Pancras 

and Heathrow to Birmingham and Manchester, 

using the Chiltern Railway alignment for some 

of the route, and passing in a tunnel under the 

existing railway through High Wycombe.  That 

sounds rather far-fetched, and Greengauge do 

say it is only a “candidate design”.  But it is 

worth watching! 

FAGAM (concluded from p.7) 
developments including Daws Hill/Abbey Barn and 
the recently announced plans for the Railway 
Station. 

In all, a very worthwhile occasion, with much 
information and many views being exchanged. 

Before our tour, friendly Royal Mail staff, one responsible 
for “revenue protection” (e.g. insufficient stamps!) and one 
responsible for marketing final delivery services to bulk 

mail organisations, told us all about it.  Shmim Khan (off 

the picture) coordinated and made us feel at home. 
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Quarterly Meeting 

High Wycombe’s Contribution to Aviation 

AT THE quarterly meeting at the Guildhall on 29th October, the talk was given by Dave Scott who, 

in conjunction with Ian Simmons, has recently brought out a book about High Wycombe‟s 

contribution to the aircraft industry.  It tied in nicely with our recent visit to the de Havilland 

Heritage Museum in Hertfordshire, and was particularly fascinating and informative.  

There is little actual 

evidence in the town 

now of many of the 

furniture firms where 

parts were made for 

planes – so many of 

them now have gone 
out of business – so it 

was a pleasure to see 

so many pictures of 

work in the furniture 

firms, all the intricate 

parts cut and scarfed 

or glued to make 

wooden aircraft that 

were stronger than 

metal. In 1940/2 

more parts were 

made in Wycombe for 

Mosquitoes than anywhere else in the UK – 

they carried as big a bomb as the Lancaster 
and flew faster.  They were made in two parts, 

so all the fittings could be fitted comfortably 

before the two sides were joined.  During the 

First World War, Wycombe was asked to send 

skilled workers to other aircraft factories, but 

in the end the largest custom-built aircraft 

factory was built, in Hughenden Avenue, which 

eventually became Broom & Wade. 

Dave Scott became interested in aircraft at 

nine years old through model making, and Ian 

Simmons was at school in High Wycombe 

during the war near a secret aircraft site.  

There are so many 

links with aircraft in 

Wycombe: Col. Cody 

landing at Downley in 

1912, and Sir Alan 

Cobham‟s Flying 

Circus  performing 
from Whincup‟s Field 

at the top of Marlow 

Hill from 1932 to 

1935.  Amy Johnson 

lived nearby at 

Haddenham, and the 

Graf Zeppelin flew 

over in the spring of 

1939.  Geoffrey de 

Havilland was born in 

the 19th century in 

Magdala House, 

Terriers – now known as Terriers Green House. 

The confusion in my account is entirely due to 
the excellence of the talk.  So much to note 

down, and with the lights out for the slides,  I 

cannot read my own writing – but many thanks 

for the talk – I enjoyed every minute as I am 

sure the rest of the audience did. 

Margaret Simmons 

Copies of Ian Simmons’ and Dave Scott’s book 
are available from the Tourist Shop in Pauls 
Row, price £10.00.  All profits go to the Thames 
Valley and Chilterns Air Ambulance.–Ed. 

Our New Town Centre Manager is… 

Ms Melanie Williams.  Melanie is employed by High 
Wycombe Town Centre Partnership Ltd., a company 
created by local businesses who provide the 
Directors, with “basic funding” of £40,000pa from the 
District Council.  Melanie lost no time after her 
appointment in saying she would like to attend a 
meeting with our Society’s officers and groups, 
which took place on 25 November.  Her background 
is in marketing, and she sees a key aim of her role 
as being to make the town centre attractive for 
visitors and residents.  Her remit extends from 
Desborough Road to the High Street and Castle 
Street.   

The topics we discussed included the dire lack of 
“finger signs” in the town centre, particularly in Eden, 

to tell people how to get to places; how to liven up 
the new open spaces in Eden; how to revive the 
High Street (on which the Civic Trust are contracted 
to the Council to provide advice); the need for a 
stronger police presence in certain places; the 
pigeon problem; the failure of traffic lights to provide 
safe crossings for pedestrians; and the benefits of 
the intended demolition of the Abbey Way flyover to 
the town centre as a whole.  The meeting also noted 
the position on Frogmoor, where the situation has 
hardly advanced since a year ago, thanks to a 
consultant who collated the relevant information 
effectively but failed to come up with any real ideas. 

We were very grateful to Ms Williams for proposing 
this get-together and giving up her evening to meet 
us. 

Members of staff from Styles & Mealing stand in front of a 
Mosquito fuselage mounted on a specially adapted lorry, 
ready to be taken to its next phase of construction. 

Photo. Bob Mead 
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Visit to the de Havilland Aircraft Heritage Centre 

Did you know that the mosquito is responsible for more deaths worldwide than all the wars put 

together?  The insect, of course! 

On Sunday 10 August, a group of 28 Society members and friends paid a visit to the Mosquito 
Aircraft Museum, near Junction 22 of the M25.  We met first at The Colney Fox, a nearby hostelry, 

to fortify ourselves for the expedition. 

As well as the 

complete aircraft, 

the museum 

displays a large 

number of aero 

engines and related 

items.  It is the 

oldest aviation col-

lection in the 

country and the only 

such museum 

devoted entirely to 
one engine manu-

facturer, Geoffrey de 

Havilland.  The company started working on 

the site, next to Salisbury Hall (with 

connections to the Earls of Salisbury and later 

to Nell Gwynne, mistress of Charles II) in 1939.  

The wooden, high-speed unarmed bomber 

known as the Mosquito was secretly developed 

there.  Its manufacturing was spread over a 

wide area, including High Wycombe where 

many furniture factories abandoned making 

sideboards and wardrobes in favour of the 

wooden aircraft parts. 

Only one small building from those days 
remains on the site.  A museum was created 

here in 1959.  The de Havilland empire grew 

quickly and by 1944 was employing 38,000 

people worldwide.  The name is remembered in 

Terriers with a plaque on the former family 

home and the recently created De Havilland 

Drive on the former Equity and Law site. 

Following tea in the Members‟ Club 

Room, the group was given an 

introductory talk and guided tour 

by Ralph Steiner, a most 

enthusiastic and energetic director 

of the museum. 

Funding is a serious concern – to 
continue the very existence of the 

museum and to rehouse exhibits and protect 

valuable historic engines for future 

generations.  Imaginative ways of raising 

money and interest range from children‟s tea 

parties to functions in the main hangar with a 

Swing Dance Band. 

Highlights of the visit included a DH110 Sea 

Vixen, a Trident fuselage and, most important 

of all, the yellow prototype DH98 Mosquito, the 

world‟s only surviving World War II prototype. 

Many planes and engines are being pains-

takingly restored by volunteers (there are 

vacancies!).  Many 

cockpits were open 

to view – it was 

amazing to see the 

multitude of dials 

and instruments 

and to smell the fuel 

and power.  So 

many seemed to 

display a plaque 

from the Martin-

Baker company of 
Denham, manu-

facturer of the first 

successful ejection seats.  That company is still 

in business, developing aircraft escape sys-

tems, including special arrangements for 

leaving helicopter seats, from which it is 

inadvisable to eject! 

Another local name mentioned was Molins, 

who diverted from the production of tobacco 

machinery to armaments during the war.  The 
company‟s greatest wartime achievement was 

the invention of an automatic fuse-setter for 

the new 3.7-inch anti-aircraft gun.  The 

Mosquito was fitted with what was then called 

The Molins Gun, a 6-pounder with an 

automatic feed (under the pilot‟s cabin).  

Experience with cigarette machines helped 

Molins to streamline the tube feed mechanism 

for the bullets to prevent the previously 

devastating recoil, which had damaged aircraft 

interiors.  Molins was at that time operating 

from an old tram shed in Deptford. 

The fuselage section of a Horsa 

glider (built on the site) was open 

for exploration.  It seemed so 

flimsy, basic and cramped.  A 

folding bicycle was available for a 

quick get-away. 

A fascinating visit – very well worth 

the journey.  Members who have not visited, do 

so if you can.  Opening times are from March 

to October, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Saturdays 2.00pm-5.30pm, Bank Holidays and 

Sundays, 10.30am-5.30pm, phone 01727 

826400. 

Many thanks to all who organised the visit. 

Mick Woodward 

PS.  It was interesting to learn about the 
connections between the Cuban, Jose Molin, 

and the Chilterns.  But that‟s another story. 

In front of a late-built Mosquito TA634:  Our well-informed 

guide, Ralph Steiner, is below the port engine wearing a cap. 

Waiting to peep inside a 

DH114 Heron. 
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr Cunnane of Pheasant Drive, Downley. 
Mrs D Howie of Ridge Way, HW. 
Mr McGee of Holtspur. 
 

 

Banish Those Winter Blues! 
Join us at the Environment Centre on Holywell Mead 
(at the far end of the Rye) on Friday 27 February for 
our Quiz Night. 

Puzzle over a range of questions, some of them 
ridiculously easy (we promise!). 

Come in teams of up to six, or join one of our teams.  
Tickets £8.00 per person, to include supper, from 
Angela Rees on 01494 533562. 
 

Be a Treasure! 
Or, more precisely, look after the Society’s 
treasures.  We’re desperate for a new Treasurer.  It 
is not a very onerous task – the books have been 
kept in superb order by our current Treasurer, Nick 
Giles, but Nick is packing his bags after 22 years of 
sterling service to the Society.  If you have any 
capability in this area, or are willing to learn, please 
contact Nick Giles on 01296 395518 or Chairman 
Roger Lawson on 01494 528047.  The job 
description, if you want to see such a thing, was in 
our Summer Newsletter (which you can find in our 
website newsletter archive if you’ve lost your copy)! 
 

 

Coach Trip? 
In recent years, our shared car trips have been well 
supported and a great success (see pp.9 and 11).  

But for some more distant visits, there is a case for 
hiring a coach – it’s more convivial, more relaxing, 
and has a smaller carbon footprint, and our 
questionnaire at the last AGM indicated a measure 
of support for the idea.  The price per seat for the 
travel to Bletchley Park, for example, would be 
about £10.00 per head.  If you think a coach trip 
there or to anywhere else would be a good (or bad!) 
idea, please let Jackie Kay know on 01494 534876.  
We’ll ask the Chairman to take a poll at the next 
quarterly meeting! 
 

 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and 
All Members 
The last Forum, on 14 November, was the occasion 
for a successful exchange of news and views (see 
p.7) and, indeed, we had two visiting speakers.  The 
next Forum is set for 6th March, so if you want to 
join in the discussion and feedback with Group 
Leaders, particularly on local planning, transport 
matters and the Rye, do come along to the Friends’ 
Meeting House on that date.  You can phone the 
Hon. Sec. on 01494 523263 (or email her at the 
address on our website) to suggest or give notice of 
issues. 
 

 

Thank you… 
... to all those creative and hard-working members 
who have contributed copy for this issue.  Material 
for the Spring 2009 issue should reach me at 29 
Maybrook Gardens High Wycombe HP13 6PJ 
(01494 528106) by 20 February, please. 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2009  

Friday, 9th January 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: The Ridgeway – The History And Wildlife Of 
Europe's Oldest Road.  Speaker: John Tyler, zoologist and 
conservationist.  

Friday, 27th February, 
7.30pm, Environment Centre on 
Holywell Mead 

Quiz Night for Members and their friends.  See above. 

Friday, 6th March 
7.30pm, Friends’ Meeting House, 
25 London Road 

Forum for Affiliated Groups and All Members (see above). 

Friday, 3rd April, 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: Annual General Meeting followed by Reports from 
the Society’s Groups. 

Sunday, 10th May 
11.00am–5.00pm 

National Mills Day.  Pann Mill open 11a.m–5 p.m. 
Bric-a-brac  stall, Teas & Cakes, sale of flour (water level permitting).  
Also Annual Town Trail, 2.30pm, meet at Parish Church, finish at 
Pann Mill; and Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

 

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 


