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Winter is Here 
AS 2017 draws to a close, it’s time to say Thank You to the very many people who 

have helped the Society over the past year and who are poised to make 2018 a 

year to remember, too.  We would still like to engage more people at all levels: as 

members, as volunteers, as supporters and as trustees; there are lots of opportunities 

for all who care about our town so please consider not only what you can do, but also 

who among your family and friends might also like to get involved.  Since the last 

Newsletter, Malcolm Connell has agreed to serve as Acting Treasurer until such time as a 

more permanent candidate is found.  We still need someone willing to help with 

Membership.  We are deeply appreciative of Sheila Fooks’ ongoing contribution in this 

area, but surely there is someone who would now like to take this on? 

Our Planning and Transport groups might be expected to be enjoying a well-earned rest 

after their work on the Publication version of the Local Plan, but there is another 

consultation which affects us all, open until 8th January 2018, on the options for making 

Queen Victoria Road and Easton Street two-way traffic. (see PTQ p2).  Would 

putting a wiggly path through the Library Gardens be an enhancement or a 

complete travesty?  There’s still time to express your views to BCC/WDC and we 

encourage you all to do so.  This subject has almost eclipsed the good news that 

after nine years, there is now hope that the Old Library building will be brought 

back into use.  There’s more good news on our High Street too (see p14 for an update 

on the former Wheatsheaf Inn). 

2018 is a special year for the Society.  It was in the Autumn of 1968, after months of 

speculation, that the decision was taken to form a new Society, an action we intend to 

celebrate in August (see p15).  This is only one highlight of an ambitious programme of 

events devised by Eileen Walters and her team so be sure to note the 

dates in your new diaries (see p16 and others). 

Meanwhile, please enjoy your Newsletter and the festive period ahead.  I 

look forward to seeing you in the New Year, perhaps for a dip into 

nostalgia in January, perhaps on an outing in February or failing that in 

March when as well as recalling Wycombe’s role in the advance of 

Women’s suffrage we will need to have a quorum of members present to 

effect a couple of small changes in our constitution (see p3). 
Jackie Kay 
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Planning This Quarter 

THIS QUARTER’S work was dominated by the Group’s analysis and response to the “Publication 

Version” of the Local Plan – representing WDC’s final thoughts before the new Wycombe District Local 

Plan goes to an Inspector for public examination.  In October the joint BCC/WDC proposals for Queen 

Victoria Road and Easton Street became available, leading to a public exhibition in November.  

Meanwhile the steady flow of new planning applications continued.  At the time of writing there are 35 

planning applications applicable in our area which have received, or need, our attention.  It would be 

good to have some more members on our Group to share our work. 

New Local Plan  WDC issued the Publication 

Version of the Local Plan on 16th October.  

Representations had to be received by 11.59pm 

on 27th November and will be forwarded to a 

Planning Inspector for his decisions following a 

Public Examination in 2018.  The Plan is 397 

pages long (not including maps).  We just had to 

print a mere 237 pages because large chunks 

are devoted to areas outside High Wycombe, 

particularly Princes Risborough where a major, 

controversial expansion is planned.  The Council 

also issued a long, detailed table arguing that 

the document is now “sound”.  The 

Government’s rules say that there are only very 

limited grounds on which the Inspector may 

entertain representations to alter the Plan, the 

chief one being that it is not “sound”.  Overall, 

we found WDC had made some helpful changes 

since the previous draft.  We were particularly 

pleased to see improved recognition of the 

importance of the historic environment, which 

had been strangely lacking before.  We have 

prepared representations on several points 

including the need to make the best use 

“vertically” of development land (see below), the 

problem of garish shopfronts and the proposed 

removal of certain areas from the Green Belt.  

All these changes, we argued, are required to 

make the Plan “sound” and consistent with the 

National Planning Policy Framework. 

Queen Victoria Road and Easton Street  The 

joint proposals by BCC and WDC to change 

Queen Victoria Road and Easton Street to allow 

two-way traffic were the subject of an exhibition 

under the Guildhall on 24th -25th  November.  We 

had already staged a mini-exhibition about it at 

the Society’s meeting on 20th October.  The 

project was earlier approved in principle by WDC 

Councillors.  The purpose of the changes is to 

improve the traffic flow and journey times.  

However, there are possible drawbacks.  It is not 

yet clear whether right turns will be permitted 

from Easton Street into Crendon Street; without 

this, some of the potential benefit would be lost.  

Nor is it clear what the impact would be on the 

mini-roundabout at the bottom of Queen Victoria 

Road, which is crucial, at least in the evenings, 

to the proper operation of the whole “Magic 

Roundabout” gyratory.  And in order to make 

one of the three lanes in Queen Victoria Road 

southbound, the carriageway will need to be 

slightly wider, with a narrower pavement on the 

Town Hall side.  To accommodate “peak 

pedestrian flows” BCC suggested that an 

additional footpath should pass through the 

much-loved Library Gardens.  However, following 

criticism at an earlier presentation to the District 

Council Town Committee, BCC has developed an 

Option 2 which would leave the Library Gardens 

intact but cost an extra £400,000.  A meeting 

was set up for us to discuss this with BCC, at 

their suggestion, in early December.  At that 

meeting we shall be looking for evidence about 

those alleged pedestrian flows and we shall also 

be asking for evidence that these changes do not 

have a detrimental impact on north-south 

through flows on the A404 Amersham 

Hill/Marlow Hill, in both the morning and 

evening rush-hours. 

Opening up the River Wye  We were pleased to 

learn that Wycombe District Council’s Review 

Commission has set up a “Task and Finish 

Group” on the River Wye, chaired by Cllr Hugh 

McCarthy.  We wish the Group success in its 

work.  Opening up the river will make it easier to 

tell the town’s residents about the town’s 

colourful history, and it will be an environmental 

asset.  Nowadays, most towns that have a river 

are all the better for it. 

Making the best use of land  We received a 

thorough reply from the WDC Leader, Cllr 

Katrina Wood, to our letter arguing that surface-

level car parks are a dreadful waste of 

development potential.  Her reply emphasised 

that one should not focus exclusively on land for 

housing and that land for commercial 

development is also essential to the economic 

wellbeing of the District.  However, failing to 

build upwards is wasteful, whatever purpose that 

extra space is put to.  We have taken up the 

point in our representations on the Local Plan 

and shall see if we can convince the Inspector of 

our case. 

Reserve Sites for Housing  The work of the joint 

WDC/developers/residents Liaison Groups 

continues.  We attended a developer 

presentation on Abbey Barn South (the large 

area off Daws Hill Lane next to the ex-RAF High 

Wycombe Pine Trees site).  WDC has always 

stipulated that it wants this to be a “mixed use 

development” with a commercial element.  The 

developers feel this would compromise the value 

of their housing and are proposing that instead 
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there should be an ExtraCare home for older 

people.  (Newsletter readers will know that there 

is already an ExtraCare Village rising to a 

considerable height in the Hughenden Corridor!)  

We await developments. 

On the Gomm Valley & Ashwells site (which I 

have always considered the most beautiful of the 

reserve sites that are destined to be lost to 

housing) there is argument about the role of the 

site’s spine road.  Should this be designed to 

encourage through traffic towards Tylers Green, 

bypassing the southern stretch of the congested 

Cock Lane?  Although this sounds a good idea, 

Tylers Green residents think it would encourage 

increased traffic and are opposing it. 

Leigh Street and Birch House  In the Autumn 

Newsletter we reported tension between the 

planners and the crime advisors (i.e. the police) 

over the issue of “permeability” (pedestrian 

through-access).  Our concerns were heightened 

when we saw a modified application which 

suggested the developers now proposed full 

“gating” of the scheme.  We were subsequently 

advised that this is to limit vehicular access (and 

parking), not pedestrians, but this aspect clearly 

needs watching.  As we noted in our last report, 

we do not want this development to become a 

rich, forbidden enclave in the Desborough area. 

Chris Woodman 
 

 
 

 

Notice of a Short Special General Meeting 

IN RECENT YEARS, the starting times of AGM meetings have been delayed in order to establish the 

Quorum specified in Paragraph 12(2) of our constitution as (a) Twenty members entitled to vote upon 

the business to be conducted at the meeting; or (b) one tenth of the total membership at the time, 

whichever is the greater.  With a membership in the region of 400, this requires 40 members to be 

present to transact any business.  It is proposed to retain the safeguard of twenty members but halve 

the proportion of the total membership required to be present in the event that this is greater. 

We would also like to correct the wording of paragraph 8(4) in our constitution which currently 

suggests that members have a right to inspect the register of the names and addresses of all 

members.  This is contrary to our understanding of Data Protection law. 

For the above reasons, The Trustees hereby give notice of a Special General Meeting, to be 

held at the start of the Society event at 7.30 pm on Friday 23rd March at The Riverside to 

consider and effect two minor changes to the Constitution as follow: 

Paragraph 12(2) (b) to change “one tenth” to “one twentieth” 

Paragraph 8(4) to delete the phrase “which must be made available to any member to inspect 

on request” but to add “The register entry pertaining to any member must be made available 

to them to inspect on their request.” 

It is to be hoped that the above changes can be achieved with minimal delay to the start of the planned 

event for the evening.  If any member has any objection to either of the above proposed amendments 

would they kindly inform the Secretary in advance.  Member organisations wishing to exercise their 

right to vote are also hereby reminded that written notice of the name of their representative must be 

sent to the Secretary. (email: secretary@highwycombesociety.org.uk) 

Tony Hatton 

GDPR and Common Sense 

DATA PROTECTION Laws are changing.  A new four-letter acronym is on the tips of administrative 

tongues, GDPR – the General Data Protection Regulation – comes into effect in mid-2018.  This has 

prompted us, in common with many organisations, to start to review the data we hold and our 

procedures for handling it.  Fortunately, we are not big data users.  We don’t do unsolicited sales calls 

or mailshots, but we do keep contact data relating to our members and supporters and we endeavour 

to do so responsibly, respecting the principles of Data Protection.  As a result of the new law we plan 

to change the wording on our membership application form so that new Society members explicitly 

give their “consent” for us to use their contact data.  If you are already a member of the Society, our 

understanding is that you wish us to use the contact details you have supplied to us to keep you 

informed of Society activities (and other subjects we think may be of interest) via this Newsletter and 

occasional other correspondence.  If anyone has any concerns about this, or any expertise to offer to 

help us comply with the change in legislation then please get in touch. 

mailto:secretary@highwycombesociety.org.uk
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Evelyn Roe (1928-2017) 

A LARGE CONGREGATION attended Trinity United Reformed church in London Road on 21st 

September for the funeral and service of thanksgiving for the life of Evelyn Roe, Vice-President of the 

High Wycombe Society, who had been consistently involved since the mid 1960’s in defending and 

explaining the history and heritage of High Wycombe, and continually caring for the Rye Open Space, 

opposite her home, that is so greatly valued by our Society members and members of the general 

public. 

I felt privileged when Evelyn’s family asked me 

to make a tribute reflecting on her long 

association with the Rye Protection Society from 

which evolved the High Wycombe Society in 

1968.  Since many of those attending the 

Service were from outside the town, I attempted 

tbriefly to explain the events that led to the 

formation of the Rye Protection Society; the 

public petition 

circulated by the London 

Road residents: Jack 

Scruton, Jim Cottrell, 

Evelyn and Roy Roe who 

were to thwart the 

Chepping Wycombe 

Council’s attempt to 

drive a diversionary 

route of the A40 across 

a corner of the Rye.  

Jack Scruton’s 

victorious appearance 

before a Joint 

Committee of the House 

of Lords and the 

Commons resulted in a 

more sensible routing of 

the road.  These intrepid 

London Road families 

were founder members 

of the Rye Protection 

Society and were 

instigators of the 

evolving of that body to become the High 

Wycombe Society with its wider remit to 

environmental concerns.  But now I would like to 

enlarge upon the enormous contribution that 

Evelyn has made to our Society since its 

inception, initially holding the post of the First 

Membership and Publicity Secretary for a 15-

year term.  After Roy’s death in 2002, Evelyn 

continued to involve herself in the Society’s 

actions and enterprises, primarily as a long-term 

member of the Executive Committee where her 

wise counsels were much appreciated, and also 

as Vice Chairman for many years.  Evelyn was 

one of the Society’s representatives on the 

Revive the Wye group sponsored by Wycombe 

District Council, and she made sure that any 

work carried out on that chalk stream that we 

call the river Wye, was equally protective of the 

townsfolk’s cherished asset, the Rye. 

Evelyn’s caring support 

for the wellbeing of other 

Society members was 

evidenced by the 

hospitality that was 

given to Myra Barratt, 

then leader of the Pann 

Millers and to Margaret 

Simmons, the greatly 

missed gardener, in the 

form of shelter from 

inclement weather and a 

welcome biscuit or slice 

of cake to accompany a 

cup of tea on many 

occasions. 

Those of us who are 

long-serving members of 

the Society will not 

easily forget the 

friendship and pleasure 

of working alongside 

Evelyn in the projects, 

exhibitions and meetings 

that are our Society’s continuing commitment to 

High Wycombe.  Outside our own arena, we will 

remember that the Sheriff of Buckinghamshire 

presented a citation to Evelyn in 2007 to 

recognise her “great and valuable services to the 

community”, specifically to the Priory Centre 

which coordinated the work of the charitable 

organisations in the town for so many years. 

Roger Lawson 

P.S. The family of Evelyn Roe have since been in touch to express their thanks to all those who 

attended her funeral and helped make the occasion a fitting tribute and a wonderful celebration of her 

life.  Her six children including two sets of twins, fourteen grandchildren and one great grandchild were 

all there.  As well as Evelyn’s work for our Society, amongst her many other achievements, they will 

remember her role with the Central Aid Society and with the Citizens Advice Bureau, her role as a 

parent-governor of what is now Hamilton School, her contribution to Meals on Wheels and as chair of 

the Ladies Circle of the local Round Table, as well as her role in setting up the Priory Centre 

(mentioned above) of which she was the Chair for twenty years.  Evelyn was a truly remarkable lady 

whose memory lives on in all who knew her. 
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William Hannan Print – Appeal 

 
THOSE WHO FOLLOW the Nostalgia pages in the Bucks Free Press will already be aware that 

Society Trustee, Willie Reid, has joined forces with regular Nostalgia columnist and Society Member, 

Mike Dewey, on a quest to unravel the mysteries within and surrounding the above picture.  It is 

the most well-known historical image of our town, reproduced courtesy of Wycombe Museum.  It 

depicts our High Street in 1772 in great detail, with identifiable characters going about their work. 

Many copies of this picture exist with minor 

variations as engravings and prints, some with 

accompanying narrative descriptions.  High 

Wycombe Society members who visited the 

County Museum store in the Summer may 

remember Willie Reid taking a magnifying glass 
to the copy brought out for us to peruse there, 

whilst a colour version can be seen in a 

permanent display at Wycombe Museum.  It 

provides a key bit of evidence that there was no 

red lion statue in the High Street at this date.  

But tantalisingly, no-one seems to know what 

happened to the original painting.  Many of 

William Hannan’s other works including 

several views of West Wycombe Park, are now 

in public ownership.  (One is in the 

Government Art Collection.  Two are with the 
National Trust at Dorneywood.)  Another less 

identifiable landscape is in the Chequers’ 

collection.  But is there an original painting of 

the above scene?  A treasured item in a private 

collection, perhaps?  Does anyone know? 

Wycombe Women and Power 
IN 1918 the Representation of the People Act granted some women the right to vote in British 

parliamentary elections for the first time.  In anticipation of the centenary of the Act, earlier this 

year the Women’s Local Government Society (WLGS) launched a search for a hundred local pioneer 

suffragists to receive National recognition. 

Willie Reid, on behalf of the High Wycombe 

Society and in consultation with people at 

Wycombe Abbey School, has nominated Dame 

Frances Dove to be included on that list.  On 

23rd March 2018, we have invited Lesley 

Clarke, Chairman of the WLGS to share a 

platform with Willie Reid to talk about the 

Suffrage Pioneers’ project and Wycombe’s own 

contributors to the suffrage cause.  The title of 

their presentation “Burning to get the Vote” 

which alludes to the activities of the 

suffragettes at Saunderton, was also used by 

Colin Cartwright as the title of his book on 

women’s suffrage in Buckinghamshire. 

The WLGS won’t be the only organisation 

recognising the centenary.  The National Trust 

recently announced a year-long programme of 

events at some of their properties entitled 

“Women in Power”.  Cliveden will be paying 

tribute to the career of Nancy Astor, while the 

National Trust will also be exploring some anti-

suffragist views including those of its co-

founder, Octavia Hill. 
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Holmer Green Heroes of World War I 

A NEW BOOK written by our Society President, Stuart King and co-author Chris Peers, is a result of a 

project set up to identify the men behind the names on the War Memorial in the village of Holmer 

Green.  Staff and students at Holmer Green Senior School were also involved. 

Holmer Green was a small village of 150 houses 

around the time of the 1911 census.  The book 

is well-adorned with old photographs 

throughout, and initially sets the scene 

highlighting village life, people and industry over 

100 years ago. 

As in Wycombe, many men were employed in 

chair making, and in the case of Holmer Green, 

in the local factory of Dancer and Hearn.  Other 

cottage crafts included 

straw-plait and lace-

making.  There was also 

a thriving tennis racket 

manufacturer.  Cherry 

orchards abounded in 

the area and men and 

boys left their usual 

occupations to help pick 

the seasonal fruit which 

was then sent by train to 

Covent Garden.  Local 

shops provided most 

daily needs and thriving 

churches and popular 

inns helped to create a 

lively community. 

But in August 1914, as 

in so many other towns 

and villages, life was 

about to change for ever 

as men left their families behind and went off to 

fight in the Great War.  Fourteen would not 

survive that epic confrontation. 

For the reader, these men are brought to life 

firstly through diligent research into their 

families’ histories, some going back 200 years.  

Grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters, wives, 

children are all mentioned, as is the house 

where they lived and their various occupations.  

Memories of residents, gathered and passed on 

over many decades, often complete a vivid pen-

portrait of each man. 

The reader is then transported to the battlefields 

where each of these brave soldiers fought their 

last battle.  A well-researched account is given of 

regimental activity leading up to each man’s 

death.  By this time, you feel so well-acquainted 

with each man’s life that you can almost feel the 

loss to the families and 

the village as the fatal 

news of their loved ones 

comes through. 

But this is not a book 

that dwells on war – 

there are no battles or 

battlefields in the 250 

photos contained within 

it. 

Instead what emerges is 

a labour of love, a fitting 

tribute to the 14 men of 

Holmer Green who, like 

700,000 other British 

soldiers, paid the 

ultimate price in that 

muddy, bloody slaughter 

fought just over the 

Channel 100 years ago. 

As part of the project authors Stuart and Chris 

visited all 14 graves with the Holmer Green 

Royal British Legion standard bearers.  Tribute 

ceremonies were conducted at every site and 

wreaths laid in remembrance.  And in the village 

of Holmer Green itself, on the centenary of each 

death, a memorial service and parade is being 

held at which eulogies are read and wreaths laid. 

Willie Reid

Earning and Learning in Turning 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, The Worshipful Company of Turners, one of the oldest Livery Companies of the 

City of London, honoured our President, Stuart King, with a Gold Medal for his achievements in the 

craft.  Originally set up in medieval times as a guild to protect the interests of its member craftsmen 

who earned their livings practising the ‘art or mysterie’ of turning, the Company’s work in the twenty-

first century includes hosting a “Wizardry in Wood” exhibition every four years.  While we have to wait 

for 2020 for the next one, examples of Stuart’s work which were exhibited in 2016 can still be seen on 

the Company’s website.  The Company also now engages in educational charitable activities and 

recently donated a lathe to Chesham Grammar school.  Stuart was called upon to demonstrate his 

skills to aspirant turners there. 

Stuart King manning the Holmer Green stall at BLHN 
(see also p13)   Photo: Jackie Kay 
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WWI trail launch and a Happy Birthday to WHAT 

TWO VERY PLEASANT functions have been held recently 

at Wycombe Museum. 

THE FIRST, on the afternoon of Tuesday 31st October 

celebrated the launch of the new WWI Heritage Trail, the 

result of a collaborative project involving many different 

groups of people in our town.  Many contributors met 

one another for the first time at this event.  There were 
speeches of appreciation, drinks, a slide show, props for 

photo opportunities and that essential ingredient which 

fuels all volunteer activity: plenty of cake! 

If you haven’t yet done so, you can take a look at the end 

result of the project at www.wycombetrails.org. and if 

you’re stuck for family entertainment over the festive 

season and have a smartphone to hand, then why not 

suggest a family walk? 

A virtual onscreen soldier will greet you at the Tourist 

Information Office and guide you round the town, leaving 

you at Wycombe Museum.  On your way you’ll also meet 

Society members Sally Scagell and Malcolm Connell in 

their respective WWI disguises as a Red Cross volunteer 

and a tailor. 

We would love to hear from anyone who has tried it out 

so please let us know (via the Editor) what you think if 

you do! 

THE SECOND EVENT took place on Wednesday 29th November, when the trustees of WHAT, the 

Wycombe Heritage and Arts Trust, together with Wycombe Museum staff, welcomed invited guests 

to celebrate their first official birthday.  Simon Kearey, Chairman of WHAT gave an overview of the 

Trust’s achievements leading up to and during its first year of operation.  Catherine Grigg gave a 

short presentation on the Collections themselves; and Hannah Ellams outlined some of the plans 

for future ventures including collaboration with Bucks New University on a social history project.  

 

 

From Rations to Fashions

OUR 2018 PROGRAMME of events starts on 
17th January when we invite you to take a 

break from the January Sales to attend a 

daytime talk at the Riverside.  Mike Dewey, 

nostalgia columnist from the Bucks Free 

Press, will speak on the subject of “Rations 

to Fashions – an account of the Wycombe 

Shopping experience from 1945 to 1960”. 

Some Society members have told us that it 

is difficult to attend evening meetings in the 

winter months, so please note that this 

meeting will be in the afternoon, starting at 

2.30 p.m. – Don’t miss it! 

Do you remember the queues outside 

Murray’s department store at the start of 

their sales as pictured here? 

Are any of our readers in the picture? 

 

 

 

Society Members Sally Scagell and Malcolm 
Connell promoting the WWI Heritage Trail app in 
which they appear, 

Murrays Department Store attracted queues for its sales 
Photo from the SWOP collection - courtesy of Wycombe Library 

http://www.wycombetrails.org/
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Christmas Guildhall Puzzle 
by Clarsach 

This is the third time that Clarsach has set a Christmas Challenge for our readers, combining her 

skills in cryptic crossword compilation with a sprinkling of local knowledge about High 

Wycombe.  This time she has drawn her inspiration from the Guildhall, a choice which she says 

tested her grid-generation software to its limits.  A few of the clues (opposite) tested members of 

the editorial team to their limits too! 

Good Luck! 
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Across 

 2  Youth starts learning at Durham (3) 

 4  Breathe and sing this (3) 

 5  Accidental note raised by setter? (5) 

10  Peer or peep? (3) 

11  Informer found in lawn (5) 

16  Left over items for future use (6) 

17  Grey, pearly shellfish (6) 

19  Phased reformed? (6) 

21  Coarse and soil covered (6) 

23  Tibetan to help carry your shopping up the biggest 

hill? (6) 

24  Dry for a moment (3) 

26  Irish spirit in little pot? (6) 

27  Pale like teacher's fingers (6) 

28  Note reflecting on short time (5) 

29  Rang the changes to pedal East (6) 

30  How the traffic moves up Amersham Hill (6) 

31  Mythical creature shows us how the wind blows (7) 

32  Reformed priest displaying a lively wit (6) 

33  Armed chair for sculptor (6) 

36  Quality displayed by 33 (13) 

42  Cleaned up when done? (6) 

45  Stone without friends (4) 

46  Can found at end of table (4) 

47  Due set arranged for training exercises (6) 

48  Micawber whisked brew away for Muscovite (4) 

49  Soft drink business near US city (4) 

50  Ship turned in windless evening (6) 

51  Trading market in Home Counties (2) 

52  Very quiet proxy (2) 

53  American state (2) 

54  Three toed sloth or sweet fish (2) 

55  Short treat heard holding a wheel (4) 

56  Sharp tasting green wood (4) 

57  Artist using lathe (6) 

58  A thousand irritate religious centre (4) 

59  Wise partner for onions? (4) 

60  Spot these centre stage? (6) 

61  Hardly notice storm enclosed in this? (6) 

64  Piece of news - only one (4) 

66  Responds lost about Southern lakes (5) 

68  Egg shaped ground for Surrey (4) 

70  Mediterranean conflict heated up (6) 

73  Cockney in control at this tree (3) 

74  Initially set out for a rest on this? (4) 

75  At this tree, I'd hear you (3) 

76  Tree found in Loakes Park (3) 

77  Car to relax on? (4) 

78  Money lost about - what remains? (3) 

79  Myself? (2) 

80  Dad's assistant (2) 

81  Over and about (2) 

82  Atlantic Time (2) 

Down 

 1  Sit on this to manage meeting (5) 

 2  Friend takes a turn round circuit (3) 

 3  Laconic and thirsty (3) 

 5  Jaunty electrician to stop car in steamy 

surroundings (6) 

 6  Cheerful dwarf from fairy tale (5) 

 7  Bare ashes fence this empty ground (4) 

 8  If 60 are this - STOP! (3) 

 9  Second thoughts after closing? (2) 

11  Ready, Steady, ..? (2) 

12  Much loved local open area sounds twisted (3) 

13  Spanish step back - As fast as you can! (4) 

14  Back harbours in tantrum (5) 

15  Place support to sit here? (6) 

16  Type of fish or quiet measure (5) 

18  Arrange to shear birds? (5) 

19  Old wood, GB, for playwright (4) 

20  Note lost in Centre - only a bit found? (4) 

22  Bark at disc behind lopped tree (4) 

24  Wicked function? (3) 

25  Agents from across the pond (3) 

33  Shunt tec off for old joke (8) 

34  Follow on politely (5,3) 

35  Twice daily tide on Marlow Hill (4,4) 

36  Mock a BBC version of chair (4,4) 

37  Indicator of rising costs (3) 

38  American press agent cover a JP's retreat for 

teatime treat (8) 

39  Much old ale and presents on Christmas sleigh? (8) 

40  This humour made you sick? (3) 

41  Find a partridge here at Christmas (4,4) 

42  Neat joint from last of bird (8) 

43  Planet he mixed up with Nellie? (8) 

44  Hold Spin setting released for these mammals? (8) 

61  Join forces (4,2) 

62  Plants providing fruit for wine-making (6) 

63  Polynesian dish made from a couple of tourist 

attractions? (6) 

64  Break fast after sunset (5) 

65  Cor!  Was it mine? (2) 

66  Quiet end to war (5) 

67  Local beach to west of town? (5) 

68  All right, that's agreed (2) 

69  Sole, curd or balm? (5) 

70  Can this wood be eaten pickled? (6) 

71  Large car on my land (6) 

72  Garments ready to dish out (6) 
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Talking about the Mill 

“WE HAVE a page to fill in the Newsletter” said the Editor. “Never mind” said I, “something will turn 

up to fill it”.  “Of course it will” she said “so get writing!  Something about Pann Mill will do nicely.” 

Well, the first thing we need to do is thank the 

volunteers who have come along to recent work 

mornings and helped with various jobs, 

notably raking up the leaves that have fallen 

with the frosts.  Some warm, 

damp weather encouraged 

the trees around the mill to 
put on a large amount of leaf 

this year, all of which falls off 

in the autumn.  Some of the 

trees like the walnut are very 

good and shed their leaves 

rapidly and completely with 

the change of season but 

many need a few hard frosts 

to encourage them.  Since we 

nowadays do not seem to get 

such weather until rather late 

in the year the leaf fall is 

spread over a considerable 

time.  Having a few extra 

people is therefore very 

helpful as it lets the millers 

get on with other tasks such 

as de-mossing the roof, 
repairing a window that had 

been attacked by vandals 

again and other maintenance. 

A few weeks ago we attacked 

the old compost bin and last 

year’s leaf mold and spread 

the lot over the garden.  Then 

turned the newer compost 

into the empty bin – this 

gardening lark is hard work.  

So now is a good time to 

thank our gardening team, 

Wendy, Julie, Dave and Irene, 

who have done such a good 

job since Margaret left.  

Regrettably they have now 

decided that they can no 
longer continue so we bid 

them farewell and once more 

ask if anyone can help 

maintain the garden.  You 

can take on as much as you 

like from a single plot to the whole thing, come 

and go at any reasonable time and if you come 

on a Mill Team work morning join us for coffee.  

For more information contact me or any of the 

Millers. 

The Mill Team love to meet people and talk 

about the mill, its heritage and milling 

generally as you will have realised when you 

come to Open Days.  We are happy to welcome 

groups to view the mill, particularly from local 

schools.  We try to run the machinery on such 

occasions although we do not usually make 

flour.  Recently we were visited by a group from 

Windsor Day Centre Supporting Adults with 

Learning Disabilities who enjoyed our offering. 

Occasionally we are asked for 

the use of Margaret’s Garden 

which we are also happy to 
help with.  It has been used 

for wedding photographs, by 

local art groups and most 

recently by the Friends of the 

Wye for a barbecue.  A few 

weeks ago, a visiting local 

artist spent the morning 

producing a very nice 

painting of the mill that can 

be seen on the Society 

Facebook page. 

As well as entertaining at 

Pann Mill we are also happy 

to visit other organisations to 

provide an illustrated talk. 

These talks can be tailored to 

the recipients so in the last 

few months we have visited 
the Thames Valley Austin 7 

Owners Club and Hughenden 

Court Retirement Living.  For 

the Austin 7 owners we 

concentrated on the 

technology of the mill (yes, it 

is actually very clever – ask 

us) while at Hughenden 

Court we looked more at the 

history and some pretty 

pictures.  Both groups were 

very happy with the 

presentations.  If you would 

like us to come to your club 

then get in touch.  We do not 

make a charge but a donation 

to mill funds is much 

appreciated. 

So why not come and join us? 

We are a friendly group and 

there is always something to 

do and we can use most 

skills.  Even if you don’t think that you have 

any you may be surprised at what you learn.  

All we ask is a willingness to have a go.  Just 

get in touch or simply come along to the mill 

on a 1st or 3rd Sunday in the month between 

9.30 and 12.30.  We have a tea or coffee break 

when there are also biscuits and occasionally 

even cake. 

Malcolm Connell 

Above: Scraping moss off the mill roof 
Below: Coffee and Tea for 12 

Photos: Jackie Kay 
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Austin and Morris 

EVERYONE REMEMBERS their first car.  Mine was an Austin Mini, and all of its successors have come 

from the same stable, the latest being a Rover 75 and a MG TF.  With that in mind, the advertised talk 

at the Riverside on 20th October 2017 to be given by Julian Hunt on the subject of “Lord Austin of 

Longbridge” was a firm fixture in my diary “not to be missed”.  It was made even more interesting by 

the speaker’s decision to include the background of William Morris, Lord Nuffield.  Tony Mealing 

helped get the evening off to a good start by arriving in his immaculate 1932 Austin 12/4 which 

attracted a great deal of interest parked outside the venue. 

Herbert Austin started his career sheep shearing 

for Lord Wolsley in Australia.  The mechanical 

shearers were not too efficient and eventually 

Austin came back to the UK to manufacture 

parts that were beyond Australian capability at 

that time.  He soon moved to making cars for 

Wolsley, but eventually fell out with him and 

started his own factory in Longbridge in1911. 

By 1917 the factory had branched into making 

aeroplanes and armoured cars for the war effort, 

using a mostly female workforce.  Like other 

major employers he built a village estate for his 

workers, but unusually it was a Canadian timber 

design.  By the end of the war, the factory had 

produced around 200 aeroplanes and 350 

armoured cars, and millions of shells. 

Postwar the demand for an expensive 

gentleman’s cabriolet type of vehicle had waned 

and Austin wanted to make a car for the people 

– literally a Volkswagen!  By 1929, 100,000 

Austin 7s were on the road, and were redesigned 

in the 1930s with softer lines. 

William Morris started making bicycles in 1893, 

and had moved into cars by 1908, initially 

assembling them from US parts.  By 1913 the 

first famous bull-nosed Morris Oxford appeared, 

made in Cowley. 

The first middle-sized Morris Minor appeared in 

1928, and Morris acquired the Wolsley name in 

1927.  He built one of the first production lines 

in 1934, and went on to buy the Riley motor car 

company in 1938.  The designer Alec Issigonis 

designed the Morris Minor that we all know in 

1949, and iterations of this design continued for 

many years. 

However, by 1952 competition started to bite 

and the two empires were merged to form the 

British Motor Corporation.  This put the 

marques of Austin, Austin-Healey, Morris, Riley, 

Wolsley, and by 1966 Jaguar in the same 

company.  From then on, many models were the 

same, but carrying different badges to give 

different trim levels.  William Morris was the first 

chairman, but was quickly replaced by Austin’s 

Leonard (Lord) Stokes. 

The Company was highly unionized and not 

making much money, owing to badly handled 

industrial relations.  Shop steward Derek 

Robinson, more familiarly known to all as “Red 

Robbo” was the big name in this area. 

In 1968, BMC was merged with Leyland trucks 

to become British Leyland, also acquiring the 

Triumph name.  Julian took us through a string 

of models, with many significant milestones 

including the Pininfarina Italian design look, the 

iconic Mini-Minor, and the first hatchbacks. 

All these designs – front wheel drive, transverse 

engine, split rear seats and hatchback are now 

practically universal with all manufacturers, but 

were seen here first.  Unfortunately, the level of 

innovation was not matched by build quality, 

and later mergers with Honda and latterly BMW 

were necessary to get this right. 

Sadly, it all happened too late, and, with no 

government prepared to come to its rescue, it 

has all now gone. 

What car can I get next? 

Nigel Phillips 

 

 

Wycombe Lotto Update 
OUR THANKS are due to the first few people who have taken the opportunity to buy Wycombe Lotto 

tickets selecting the High Wycombe Society (from among the very many good local causes now 

registered with the scheme) as the ‘local Good Cause’ they wish to support.  As a result of their actions 

we have already received a modest sum in donations (50% of the ticket price paid). 

Readers wishing to purchase tickets are reminded that they can do so online at: 

https://www.wycombelotto.co.uk/.  But what about people who don’t have the means to enter online?  

This is one of the most frequently asked questions, and we are pleased to be able to publish a 

dedicated Wycombe Lotto number 01494 578444 where you can register and set up payments. 

 

https://www.wycombelotto.co.uk/
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Red Lion House 

EARLIER THIS YEAR we received an intriguing inquiry about 

a property in Wycombe Marsh:  Did we know anything about 

the history of Red Lion House on the London Road? and 

would we be interested in taking a look at it as it had some 

interesting internal features? The inquirer was Sam Wright, 

Managing Director of “Right at Home Wycombe and District” 

one of the organisations now based there. 

How could we resist?  The building stands opposite St Anne’s 

church, adjacent to the Retail Park.  Before visiting, however, 

I set about finding out what I could from other sources.  Many 

old maps are readily available online thanks to the National 

Library of Scotland.  Studying these soon confirmed that in 

the nineteenth century a building on the site had been the 

Red Lion Inn.  References in trade directories confirmed it 

would have been a well-known landmark for anyone making 

their way from London to Oxford via Wycombe along that 

stretch of the Beaconsfield to Stokenchurch turnpike. It was 

the last stagecoach stop before entering the Borough. 

Nineteenth century copies of The Bucks Herald (available 

online to all who hold a Bucks library card) carried reports of its use on several occasions for 

holding inquests.  Some instances clearly related to local accidents as in a rather gruesome case of 
a Mrs Ball who fell between the horses and the coach while boarding the Blenheim, Oxford and 

London coach at the Red Lion and was crushed to death.  Another report tells of an accident 

involving three loads of chairs being transported at Holtspur.  A rather more surprising verdict was 

of a seven-year old child who died of “hydrophobia after being bitten by a dog” in 1877, (today we 

would say rabies).  There was another sad case of a 23-year-old committing suicide using Black’s 

vermin powder, where the verdict recorded was “temporary insanity”.  As well as inquests, David 

Snoxell advised me that the inn was used for the auction of the land on which St Anne’s church 

was built. 

Conservation Architect, Tony Mealing, joined me on 

my visit and Sam was delighted to show us both 

round the offices, which abound with exposed old 

beams and modern features, including an indoor roof 

with gable window at the top of the stairwell. 

To Tony’s trained eye, the building presented one 
puzzle after another as he identified beams which 

were no longer in their original locations.  The frame 

suggested a construction date of 1750-1780, 

consistent with the documentary evidence and its 

place on the turnpike, but many of the timbers had 

been used in earlier buildings, and there were also 

later changes.  There were anomalies in the 

paintwork, with scarring clearly visible where older soffits had once been, coinciding with the 

supposed bottoms of floor joists whose positions were deduced from the tenon holes left in a cross 

beam.  Paintwork higher than the soffit line indicated the painting was older, and not as Tony first 

supposed, on an end wall of the building.  Perhaps the timber framed building went on for another 

bay originally and this was lost with Victorian re-facing work.  The building clearly had a first floor 

at some point.  Then there was a mystery concerning some purlin sticking out of a wall.  The rafters 

in this case should be clasped at the ridge with no ridge runner or ridge board.  So the older 
building had a Victorian façade, with a recent rebuild.  But then there was a further anomaly with 

some older paintwork running up under the ground floor soffit, the timber there crudely lime 

plastered over, and then painted.  The blue colour was under a later brown.  Tony’s enthusiasm 

was infectious as he advised that this could be much older.  He would recommend asking the 

Bucks County Council archaeological services for an opinion.  It might be nothing, but could place 

that part of the building into the 1600’s. 

Jackie Kay (and Tony Mealing) 
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Autumn Days in Aylesbury 

IT’S BECOMING a bit of a tradition to fly the metaphorical High Wycombe Society flag in Aylesbury 

during the Autumn.  First there’s BLHN, the Bucks Local History Network conference which brings 

together fellow local historians across Buckinghamshire; then there’s the ANTAS AGM where we 

have the opportunity to meet up with our peers from fellow amenity societies in the North Thames 

region; now there’s a new organisation with the acronym BAHN to consider, not to mention the 

fledgling History fair at the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies.  All seem to have settled on our 

County Town as their preferred location, albeit at quite different venues. 

BLHN – the Bucks Local History Network 

conference is run by the Bucks Archaeological 

Society – and has, for the past few years been 

held at the Oculus, a large venue that easily 

accommodates the 200 or so participants the 

event attracts.  This year, on 30th September 

seven members of the High Wycombe Society 

took part, enjoying the series of talks on offer 

and manning a small exhibition with a 

Wycombe flavour related to the overall theme of 

the day – Buckinghamshire Land and People. 

Society Member Christine Clark was among 

those acknowledged for her work for the Bucks 

Garden Trust.  Their research and recording 
work is being published in a series of booklets 

which can also be accessed online on the 

Bucks Gardens Trust website.  Of particular 

interest to date for High Wycombe based 

readers will be the studies which have been 

undertaken of Castle Hill house grounds and of 

Wycombe Cemetery. 

Our display included Willie Reid’s photographs 

of the milestones along the Beaconsfield 

Stokenchurch turnpike; these attracted the 

attention of Peter Gulland, whose book on the 

Toll Roads of Buckinghamshire was launched 

at the BLHN event.  I hope to publish a review 

of this in the New Year. 

ANTAS – the Association of North Thames 

Amenity Societies - held its AGM on 7th October 

at Aylesbury Town Hall, a modern modest-

sized room close to the County Museum.  

There were four of us present from High 

Wycombe: Tony Fooks in his capacity as Vice 

Patron of ANTAS, Lesley Clarke in her capacity 

as Hon Secretary of ANTAS, Chris Woodman 

who is the long-serving ANTAS webmaster and 

myself.  The Guest speaker this year was Joan 

Humble, Chairman of Civic Voice, who gave us 

an overview of the activities and outlook of that 

organisation, encouraging societies to join and 

explaining that the term Associate Membership 
had recently been proposed to cover 

organisations such as ANTAS who would pay a 

lower-than-standard subscription but not 

thereby be able to pass on the same level of 

benefits to all members.  Tony Grice, Chairman 

of ANTAS, in his report, made an impassioned 

plea for more people to stand to serve on the 

ANTAS committee.  He has since been in touch 

to enforce the message that ANTAS needs more 

committee members if it is to fulfil a useful role 

as a collective voice for organisation members.  

Lesley Clarke has stood down from her role. 

BAHN – the Bucks Archives History Network –  

is a new venture being set up by the Centre for 

Buckinghamshire Studies which can be 

expected to appeal to many of the same 

participants as BLHN although it has a 

different emphasis.  The aim is to bring 

together those with common archives-related 

interests.  The High Wycombe Society was 

invited to send a representative to the 
inaugural meeting at the Judge’s lodgings in 

Aylesbury.  I felt privileged to be among the 50 

or so participants each asked to introduce 

ourselves in a session which was slickly run by 

the County Archivist, Laura Cotton.  Also there 

from High Wycombe were a number of familiar 

faces from Wycombe Museum and Bucks New 

University. 

The CBS History Fair - We initially declined to 

take part in The History Fair at the Centre for 

Buckinghamshire Studies.  It’s not logical to 

expect people to go to Aylesbury to find out 

about Pann Mill or join the Society, and we 

could see no other reason to set up a stall 
there.  But our President was there with his 

Holmer Green hat on (see p6 for details of his 

book), and when we saw the wide-ranging 

speaking programme, Eileen Walters and I 

decided we would go along to the free event.  

We were delighted to discover that the talks 

were taking place in the Judge’s lodgings 

across the road from CBS.  Arriving just in 

time for one on the Women of Bletchley Park; 

we grabbed a lunch before relaxing to Professor 

Beckett’s overview of his research into the 

“safe” Duke of Stowe, which was followed by an 

interesting talk on the first aviators to land at 

Halton during army manoeuvres prior to the 
first World War.  The speaker was the curator 

of the Trenchard Museum at Halton to which 

there is a planned Society visit on the Society 

programme for 2018. 

Jackie Kay 
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Footpaths – Find them or lose them 

SINCE THE last edition of the Newsletter we have undertaken four separate walks.  The first three 

checked all the footpaths to the North of Oxford Street and West Wycombe Road and to the West of 

Amersham Road.  Our latest excursion covered 

some short rights of way near the Royal Grammar 

School, Totteridge recreation ground and Kings 

Wood.  We then strayed into Hughenden Parish to 

form a circuit before returning via Lady’s Mile and 

further footpaths into the centre of town. 

I am pleased to say that all the footpaths we have 

used so far appear to be well used and 

maintained to a high standard.  We’ve noted only 

a few minor points and missing or hard to read 

signs, which we will report to Bucks County 

Council. 

With Christmas fast approaching we will have a 

break for the next couple of months.  It will also 

allow time to study a book which the Society has 

bought to assist with the project.  The 2nd Edition 

of Phil Wadey and Sarah Bucks’ book “Rights of 

Way - Restoring the Record” is recommended 

reading for all involved in helping to verify the 

Definitive Map of Rights of Way. 

I will be organising some more walks in a new 

area of High Wycombe early in 2018.  If you 

would like to join us, please contact me so I can 

add you to my list of eager walkers.  I can be 

reached via e-mail at Val.Hinkins@btinternet.com 

(preferred) or on telephone no. 01494 534754.  

Please leave a message if I am not there. 

Val Hinkins
 

 

2/3 High Street – the former Wheatsheaf Inn 

THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Historic Buildings Trust has taken a long lease of 2/3 High Street, High 

Wycombe, from Wycombe District Council.  This property, formerly the Wheatsheaf Inn, was 

featured in the High Wycombe Society Newsletter in Autumn 2016. 

BHBT’s first step is to thoroughly investigate 

the structure of the building as well as 

research its history, and we’d like to thank 
Jackie Kay for kindly sharing the High 

Wycombe Society’s information with the Trust. 

So, you may notice some very minor works 

going on in the next few months as Oxley 

Conservation open up parts of the building 

which have been covered with modern 

boarding, carpets etc.  This should enable us to 

establish the various phases and history of the 

building as it has changed over the centuries 

and this information will be used to produce a 

plan for its conservation and sensitive repair. 

The future of this fascinating and important 

reminder of the town’s past will depend on 

securing a viable end-use and the Trust is 

considering how best to engage with the local 

community during 2018 before making any 

decisions. 

Meanwhile I would be pleased to hear about 

any of your memories associated with the 

building.  Personally I remember visiting Cyril 

Roberts to have my photo taken in 1980 – 

something which all new recruits at Equity & 

Law were obliged to do! 

Marian Miller 
 

Marian Miller is a trustee of The 

Buckinghamshire Historic Buildings Trust.  

The High Wycombe Society welcomes the news 

that BHBT have taken on this lease and we 

look forward to future news of their work. 

 

Five volunteers paused at the Disraeli monument 
Photo: Peter Sadd 

mailto:Val.Hinkins@btinternet.com
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ADVANCE NOTICE 

SUNDAY 5th AUGUST 2018 

PLANS ARE AFOOT to celebrate the High Wycombe Society’s 50th 

Anniversary in style.  We can’t give you full details yet, but we hope as 

many of you as possible will join together on Sunday 5th August 2018 to 

make it an occasion to remember.  It will be a daytime event at Wycombe 

Abbey including lunch.  Tickets will go on sale in the Spring.  In the 

meantime, those wishing to register their interest (with no commitment) 

may do so by email to programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk  This will 

also help us judge the level of interest. 
 

 

Keeping an Eye on the Rye 

DO YOU REMEMBER when the Rye last flooded?   

With the River Wye kept artificially high between Pann Mill and Rye Mill (possibly thanks to the 

Romans initially?), it is inevitable that when there is excess water it will seek an easier path down 

through the children’s play area.  At the regular twice-yearly meetings of the Friends of the Rye and 

Holywell Mead such subjects are discussed and a proposal to introduce a “swale” has been 

mentioned. 

As Andy Sherwood, Contract Manager at Wycombe District Council explains, “The objective of the 

proposed swale is to create a dry river bed (swale), a shallow trough-like depression that carries 

water during flooding.  This would be approximately 315m in length with a system to allow water in 
and out of the current river at appropriate junctions, when the river is high enough to flood.  The 

swale would have a section of more formal landscaping, including (where appropriate) native 

species, along with some larger boulders to add interest and natural play value, and larger areas of 

grassed channel to direct the flow.  It is anticipated that for most of the year the swale will remain 

dry.” 

 

 

Margaret’s Garden 
THE WEATHER has continued to be kind on 

Tuesday mornings - we have been very lucky. 

Autumn has now come to the garden but 

under the layers of leaves spring is peeping 

through.  There have been some beautiful 

Autumn Crocus around the garden - 

sometimes quite hard to find and also pretty 

little pink cyclamens. 

Leaf sweeping is now the order of the day and 

there are already mounds of them waiting to 

rot down into compost. 

Anti-social behaviour is still quite difficult to 

cope with.  It can take 30/40 minutes to tidy 

up before any gardening can get going but 

there doesn’t seem to be a solution - perhaps a 

cold winter will keep the culprits away - fingers 

crossed. 

If you have any spare plants from your garden, 

they could be used to fill a number of spaces, 

which are easy to see at this time of year. 

Julie, Wendy, Dave and Irene 

The Spindle and Thread 
AMONG THE EARLY bookings at the newly 
opened ‘Spindle and Thread’ in the Hughenden 

Quarter was one for ten members of the High 

Wycombe Society Lunch Club. 

This discerning self-organising group meet 

together socially on a monthly basis and were 

pleased to try out a new venue with a good car 

park. 

Some of the group ordered from the Carvery 

while others chose from the main menu which 

offers a range of pub food.  There are options 

for small, medium and large portions at the 

Carvery. 

The group enjoyed their lunch and found the 

service friendly and attentive.  They 

recommend others to give it a try. 

It may be worth booking, particularly in the 

run-up to Christmas. 

Information gleaned from Ann Simone! 
 

PS – Planning Group also have it in their sights 

for their annual Christmas meal 

mailto:programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new member: 

Mr Fred Venables 

Obituaries 
We regret to inform members of the death of: 

Mrs Evelyn Roe, Vice-President (see p4) 
 
 

 

BOOK NOW to avoid disappointment! 

On Tuesday 20th February, there will be a group 

visit to the Trenchard Museum at RAF Halton.  

home of the Aircraft Apprentice Scheme.  The 

museum includes aircraft, cockpits, aero 

engines, and also displays, models and 

memorabilia illustrating life, training and events 

in the Station’s history, while the adjacent 

James McCudden Flight Centre helps 

demonstrate the fundamentals of flight.  The 

visit will last approx. 2 hours.  Participants 

should make their own travel arrangements.  

Please register via email at 

programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk or 

phone Eileen on 01494 449902. 

IMPORTANT 

GENERAL MEETING 

of the HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 

at the Riverside 

on Friday 23rd March 2017 at7.30 pm 

(see p3 for further details) 

Contributions Please. 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th February 2018. 

You can also get in touch with the Editorial 

Team via the Society’s facebook page. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2018  

Wednesday 17th January 

The Riverside 2.30 p.m. 

Afternoon Talk by Mike Dewey - “From Rations to Fashions, The 

Wycombe Shopping Experience from 1945 to 1960” (see p7). 

Tuesday 20th February 

RAF Halton, 11.00 a.m. 

Visit to the Trenchard Museum at RAF Halton (see above).  Please 

register your interest via programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk or 

with Eileen on 01494 449902 

Friday 23rd March 

The Riverside 7.30 p.m. 

Short General Meeting of the Society (see p3) followed immediately by: 

Talk entitled “Burning to get the Vote” on local suffrage pioneers and 

the WLGS campaign for their recognition, by Cllr Mrs Lesley Clarke 

Chairman of WLGS and Willie Reid. (see p5) 

Saturday 28th April 

Trinity United Reformed 

Church 

2.30 p.m. 

Wycombe Arts Festival meeting.  Co-hosted by Bucks Archaeological 

Society in their 170th-year.  Talk: “Buckinghamshire’s Saxon Prince: 

the Burial at Taplow” by Leslie Webster, former Senior Keeper of the 

Anglo Saxon and Viking Collections in the British Museum. 

Sunday 13th May Pann Mill Open Day 

Friday 8th June 

The Riverside 7.30 p.m. 

AGM and demonstration of the WWI heritage trail. 

Sunday 8th July Pann Mill Open Day 

Sunday 5th August 

Wycombe Abbey School 

Lunch/afternoon 

50th Anniversary Celebration. (see p 15) 

Tickets for this event will be made available in the Spring.  Details in 

the next newsletter.  However, members may register their interest 

(with no commitment) on programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

Sunday 16th September Pann Mill Open Day 

Friday 12th October 

The Riverside 7.30 p.m. 

Talk – by Dave Scott on George Holt Thomas’s contribution to aviation. 

Monday 19th November 

Trinity United Reformed 

Church 

Co-hosted by Wycombe Wildllife Group.  Guest Speaker: Ted Green 

MBE, Founder of the Ancient Tree Forum. 

December See programme card and future newsletters for details. 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk
mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk
mailto:programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk

