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The Rye and the Wye
KEEPING AN EYE on the Rye will always be a priority for our Society which is why I held the front 

page for breaking news of a proposed works compound to be sited close to Pann Mill.  A 

compound is needed to support roadworks being undertaken to Queen Victoria Road and Easton 

Street, and normally such 

things do not evoke much 

public interest.  But the size 

(80mx40m) and chosen 

location (on the Rye) make 

this an exception.  As we go 

to print, the High Wycombe 

Town Committee has 

debated the issue and 

made their opposition to 

the choice of site clear, but 

whether that will have any 

effect on the plans is by no 

means certain. 

If plans go ahead it will be 

an unsightly incursion on 

the Rye for a year, making a 

mockery of our Green Flag.  

Reassurances have been given on many environmental aspects, but questions are being raised 

including some about the legality of the proposal. 

An additional satellite compound will be on Easton Street itself, making use of the traffic island 

opposite St John’s.  For motorists, already increasingly stuck in gridlocked traffic within our town, 

it’s a grim short-term outlook.  We can only hope that the final results will be worth it. 

Jackie Kay 

KEEPING AN EYE on the Wye is equally important, 

a point endorsed at our AGM.   

While on a recent walk led by Jane Dunsterville, we 

spotted a couple of trolleys in the River Wye.  Julia 

Wassell sprang into action over the Spring Bank 

Holiday weekend, retrieving a total of 4 trolleys 

from the river. 

The plan view of the proposed compound which includes office space, a toilet block, 
drying room, parking and storage areas.  Much of the area is required for turning 
vehicles safely.  Planning permission is only needed if the cubic capacity of the 
office space exceeds 200m3.  A planning application is likely to be forthcoming. 
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Planning This Quarter

READERS WILL be aware of proposed changes to local government in Buckinghamshire, in which 

Bucks County Council, Wycombe District Council and the three other district councils will be abolished 

and replaced by either one or two unitary authorities. If, as seems likely at the time of writing, the 

single authority option wins out, this raises the spectre of planning decisions affecting High Wycombe 

being taken by Aylesbury-based officers who may not be familiar with the town.  Martin Tett, the BCC 

leader and chief proponent of the single unitary authority, has promised local planning committees for 

the major population centres, but these would be composed of councillors, whereas most planning 

decisions are delegated to council officers.  When we pressed Mr Tett on this point at a recent 

meeting, he conceded that he would be in favour of keeping locally based planning officers — so 

hopefully our current high levels of local expertise in this area will be maintained. 

Best use of development sites 

Cash-and-carry operator Costco’s decision not to 

open a new warehouse outlet next-door to ‘Next’ 

at Cressex Island leaves WDC to evaluate 

alternative proposals for regenerating the site.  

With development land scarce in the district, 

Chris Woodman has been lobbying WDC leader 

Cllr Katrina Wood to ensure that the most 

efficient possible use is made of the few sites 

that are available, objecting notably to the large 

surface car park that was planned for Costco.  

We believe that single-storey car parks are an 

unacceptable waste of space, and that new 

developments should be built as high as their 

location and local context allow: making effective 

use of volume rather than just surface area.  We 

were pleased to receive an assurance from Cllr 

Wood that future buildings on the site will be 

more than single storey, and that proposals will 

be consulted upon.  WDC hopes that 

development at Cressex Island will lead to the 

release of additional sites in town that will be 

suitable for housing. 

Tiger takes over 

Paul’s Row, which runs between the High Street 

and the university underpass, has been 

significantly enhanced by a number of new bars, 

restaurants and, indeed, union jack bunting.  So 

adding a taxi office at the end of the road to 

cater to the growing number of local revellers 

seems a great idea.  However, the building 

chosen, adjacent to the Society’s newly unveiled 

interpretation board about the River Wye and its 

mills, is Grade II listed, restricting how it can be 

altered in ways that are not well understood by 

many.  The taxi operator’s first attempt at 

signage — a banner attached to the front of the 

building — was quickly rebuffed by WDC 

officers; it was promptly removed and will be 

replaced by an attractive hanging sign for which 

planning permission has been granted.  It is said 

that Council officers again acted quickly when 

the building’s original front door was suddenly 

removed and replaced by a modern plastic 

version; the original was reinstated within 24 

hours.  The operator’s plan to convert the upper 

floors to provide accommodation for taxi drivers 

is also contentious.  We have submitted what is 

technically an objection to the planning 

application, because it is not yet clear how the 

conversion can be made compliant with fire 

regulations without infringing heritage 

requirements.  However, we hope WDC will 

continue to seek a solution that preserves the 

integrity of the building while helping Tiger Taxis 

to run its business successfully. 

Reserve sites update 

Planning Group members have continued to 

participate in Liaison Groups related to the four 

“reserve” green field sites in High Wycombe 

slated for housing development.  It’s a thankless 

task, because the sites all have their own natural 

charm, and no one really wants to see them 

bricked over.  Anyway, here is a status update.   

Back in February a planning application was 

submitted to build 550 dwellings, plus an 

ExtraCare retirement village of up to 120 

apartments, on farmland at Abbey Barn South.  

The details seem in line with previous developer 

presentations, but we await details of measures 

to improve the site’s biodiversity that have been 

promised by the developer, Berkeley Homes.  At 

the time of writing we have commented only in 

favour of the ExtraCare facility, which WDC 

opposes.  We believe new homes provided by 

ExtraCare would be far preferable to what would 

likely otherwise be storage and distribution 

facilities; the latter would generate additional 

heavy traffic through Flackwell Heath, Daws Hill 

and onto London Road, but would generate few 

if any local jobs. 

After a long period of silence, a WDC sponsored 

“design partnership” has presented a “design 

approach” to developing Abbey Barn North.  

This contains some interesting ideas and was 

generally well received by the Liaison Group.  

However, the plans suggest that Abbey Barn 

Lane will be re-routed through the eastern side 

of the site.  On the face of it, this is undesirable 

because it would appear to entail the destruction 

of woodland.  No developer has yet been 

identified; the four landowners (which include 

WDC) intend to submit their own outline 

planning application and then look for a 

developer. 

An outline planning application for up to 102 

dwellings has been submitted for Ashwells field.  
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The proposed widening of Cock Lane faces 

strong local opposition, not least from the Tylers 

Green Residents Society.  Consideration of the 

application is reportedly being delayed by Bucks 

County Council, which is responsible for local 

roads.  Meanwhile, an entity called Human 

Nature is staging what seems an unusually 

lavish three-day public engagement event on 

plans for the ecologically sensitive Gomm Valley 

site. 

A development brief for Terriers Farm, 

incorporating recommendations by the Liaison 

Group, has been approved by WDC.  Further up 

the road, the Liaison Group and WDC are dealing 

with a developer seeking access across Terriers 

Common to the cricket ground near Terriers 

House.  It is hoped that access can be provided 

from Terriers Farm instead. 

Keep Green Farm green! 

While the Society was forced by the weight of 

years of local and national policy to accept the 

principle of developing the reserve sites, we 

remain strongly opposed to plans to develop 

land that was once part of Green Farm at 

Glynswood, just off Hughenden Road.  Despite 

lying in both the Green Belt and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, this site has been 

controversially designated for development in 

the draft Local Plan recently submitted to 

central government for approval.  The Society 

has consistently opposed this designation and 

will continue to do so in the forthcoming Local 

Plan examination – a timetable for which, 

running from mid-July to September, has just 

been announced.  The identity of the landowner 

is shrouded in secrecy, but developer Inland 

Homes recently held a low-key “consultation” 

and intends to submit a planning application.  

While this is not expected to be determined until 

the Local Plan is adopted, it is disturbing to 

learn from the developer that WDC does not 

consider 50 houses to be a “major development” 

in the AONB, which would be forbidden except 

under exceptional circumstances — of which 

there are none. 

Andrew Taylor 

Halifax Crash at Green Farm 

OUR SOCIETY WEBSITE includes a feature to allow general inquiries to be entered on a form.  These 

are received by our Secretary, Tony Hatton, who in turn routes them to other people within the Society 

as he sees fit to assist in responding.  One such inquiry recently asked if we could provide information 

about a crash during WW2, of a Handley Page Halifax, four-engined bomber, at Green Farm, 

Hughenden, on 7th December 1942.  While it was relatively easy to locate Green Farm on historical 

maps of the area, it wasn’t long before the inquiry was sent to Ian Simmons and me to see if we could 

add anything from our knowledge of Wycombe’s aviation history. 

I was able to identify the aeroplane only after a 

little investigation and correspondence with the 

inquirer, Alan Crowland, as it transpired that he 

had initially given the wrong date for the crash.  

Having identified the correct date, Alan also 

supplied some additional details about the 

incident as it relates to an aeroplane of 158 

Squadron, for which he is the squadron 

archivist. 

The Halifax was returning from a raid on 

Mannheim, but it had been hit by flak in the 

target area and struggled back from the 

continent losing fuel.  The crew eventually found 

themselves lost over southern England with 

empty fuel tanks.  They baled out in the 

Bracknell area, with the pilot the last to leave, 

having set the autopilot for 180 degrees in the 

vain hope of the abandoned aeroplane making it 

to the sea!  The pilot landed on a roof at 

Sandhurst and received an interesting reception. 

The abandoned Halifax flew on to crash at Green 

Farm, fortunately, as far as we are aware, 

without any loss of life. 

Coincidentally, Inland Homes had an exhibition 

on the 26th April in the Guildhall, about a 

proposed housing development at this very site!  

One wonders if Inland Homes get their way, 

whether they will find any remains of the Halifax.  

The High Wycombe Society are opposed to this 

development as it is in the Green Belt and also 

in the AONB. 

Dave Scott

 

 

Update on Special General Meeting 
On Friday 23rd March at 7.30 pm the Special General Meeting of the Society went ahead as planned, 

quorum was established, and the minor constitutional changes proposed by the Trustees regarding 

quorum and data protection (as outlined in the Spring Newsletter) were approved unanimously.  The 

updated Constitution is now accessible on the Society’s website and the Charity Commission have 

been informed of the resolution to change. 
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The National Planning Policy Framework – a 
Personal View 

REVISIONS OF Government guidance on planning matters since 2010 have been driven by two, 

perhaps three, pressures: the Government’s wish to ease the current housing shortage and get more 

homes built; developers’ desire for an easier life and to ensure that any blame for lack of affordable 

housing is directed anywhere but at themselves; and the Government’s declared support for “localism” 

– the devolution of decision-making down from Government towards local government machinery. 

So it was that in December 2010, Greg Clarke 

announced that he intended to get rid of the 

1,300 pages of Planning Policy Documents on 

every imaginable topic and replace it with a 

single NPPF of, it turned out, 65 pages.  The 

Government consulted diligently about its new 

NPPF (as the law now effectively requires) and a 

great effort by the Campaign to Protect Rural 

England (CPRE) and the National Trust achieved 

many valuable changes.  There was much 

bewailing at the time of the loss of those 1,300 

pages of priceless experience and, indeed, the 

NPPF was later supplemented by many pages of 

National Planning Practice Guidance. 

But the end result was that the sky did not fall 

down.  The withdrawal of those 1,300 pages of 

guidance may have added to the work of local 

authorities who have had to decide their own 

detailed policies, but the NPPF has taken its 

position as a concise statement of central 

government policy which is constantly referred 

to by developers, planning authorities, objectors 

and inspectors alike. 

Nonetheless the housing shortage has not gone 

away, and developers still want to blame anyone 

but themselves for it!  So this year the 

Government is consulting about a redraft of the 

NPPF but, guess what, the end result will not be 

a huge change.  The new draft suggests Planning 

Authorities should impose shorter timescales for 

developers to progress their projects, and it 

encourages authorities to define the housing mix 

that they want in their areas.  Civic Voice have 

rightly pointed out that the document seems 

designed more for the needs of the south-east 

than for far-flung northern England.  They have 

also pointed out that the requirement for 

“sustainable development” is being weakened in 

a subtle way.  There is an interesting history to 

this term.  Admirably defined by the Norwegian 

Prime Minister Gro-Harlem Brundtland in 1987 

as “development which meets the need of the 

present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs”, the 

term was hijacked by the NPPF which defined it 

as development that strikes the right balance 

between economic, social and environmental 

roles.  Remarkably, the Brundtland definition 

makes a token re-entry in the new NPPF, being 

referred to as a “very high level” definition of 

sustainable development, but the wording 

referring to the three “roles” is weaker. 

And while, overall, the new NPPF has many 

small changes for the good, there are many 

other details that will be argued over.  It gives 

ringing protection to Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty – save in “exceptional 

circumstances” or “in the public interest”.  It 

walks the familiar tightrope on Green Belts, 

saying that new build in the Green Belt is 

“inappropriate” but that Green Belt boundaries 

can be “reviewed”.  It introduces protection for 

ancient trees but, as the Wildlife Trusts point 

out, it fails to mention Local Wildlife Sites.   

So, my forecast would be that the various 

groups whose interests overlap with ours – Civic 

Voice, the Wildlife Trusts, the National Trust and 

CPRE – will continue to have a beneficial 

influence but at the end of it, life for planners, 

developers and the public will not be greatly 

changed when the new NPPF comes into force. 

Chris Woodman

 

ANTAS 
ANTAS, the Association of North Thames Amenity Societies, which brings together civic societies in 

Bucks and Herts twice a year, held its spring meeting at Aylesbury on 21st April.  ANTAS has a track 

record of getting first-rate speakers for its meetings and this was no exception.  WDC’s own Head of 

Planning & Sustainability, Penelope Tollitt, gave an excellent presentation about how her planning 

officers, at a time of severe financial restraint, can, by offering helpful services and charging 

accordingly, deliver revenue as well as excellent decision-making and strategic planning.  The slides for 

the presentation can be found on the ANTAS website at www.antas.org.uk.  It is unfortunate that 

ANTAS may be forced to wind itself up through a lack of volunteers from its member societies to do 

the minimal work needed to keep its Management Committee going. 

http://www.antas.org.uk/
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Unveiling: Our River’s Past 

THE WEATHER was a little unkind to us on the morning of 28th April, an incentive to keep the speech-

making short while unveiling the Bridge Mill information board in Pauls Row, and I would like to thank 

all who made the effort to attend despite the drizzle. 

The project had been in 

gestation for a while so there 

were many people to thank for 

its eventual completion, not 

least, John Callaghan at WDC, 

credited as the project’s 

instigator for his polite 

suggestion that the Society 

might like to take the task on. 

Thanks were due to Mel at the 

Bucks County Museum Resource 

Centre for the reproduction of a 

painting by Francis Colmer; and 

to those who helped research the 

history, draft the wording and 

design the layout (including David 

Snoxell and Andrew Taylor). 

Our Hon. Secretary Tony Hatton 

oversaw the project through its 

highs and lows from the initial 

search for a location to the 

eventual manufacture of the sign.  

Thanks were due to Rebecca 

Nutley at BCC for the site 

eventually chosen. 

And throughout, Damar signs 

provided patient support and 

expertise in the execution of our 

wishes.  Mick Lewis covered the 

event for Wycombe Sound.  As 

hoped, the new addition to the 

streetscape seems to be 

attracting attention from curious 

passers-by. 

Deculverting: Our River’s future 

IN THE NARRATIVE on the above information board, mention is made of WDC’s intention to uncover 

the river where possible.  Chris Woodman has been representing the Society on this subject after we, 

along with representatives of Revive the Wye and Friends of the Wye, were approached in connection 

with the next stage of the Town Centre Masterplan which envisages deculverting the river Wye outside 

Sainsburys.  This is now under consideration by one of WDC's "Task & Finish” groups chaired by Cllr 

Hugh McCarthy.  You may have seen some relevant recent correspondence in the Bucks Free Press by 

Chris Woodman and Cllr McCarthy.  Chris says “It is an attractive scheme, but some Councillors have 

been hesitating, mindful of the possible cost.  Deculverting High Wycombe's waterways was one of our 

published aims going back almost to the founding of our Society.”  To clarify the Society’s current 

position Chris sought the agreement of the Trustees to give a short presentation on the matter at our 

AGM which we were more than happy to accommodate.  (Stop Press: at the AGM, members endorsed 

the view that the Society should have a clear policy in support of de-culverting our waterways.) 

Jackie Kay  

Above: Tony Hatton and Jackie Kay 
unveiling the board  

Photo: Georgina Tilbury 
Below: Witnesses to the unveiling 

Photo: Stuart King  
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Suffragists and Suffragettes 

SOMEHOW IT all came together on the evening of 23rd March.  Our thanks are due to Willie Reid who 

first suggested that the subject of women’s suffrage as seen from a local standpoint, both the 

campaign to achieve it and its legacy today, could best be tackled not by a single guest speaker, but 

by three speakers each covering a different aspect.  Accordingly, we decided to give it a try. 

First up was Cllr. Lesley Clarke O.B.E. who, as 

Chair of the Women’s Local Government Society 

(WLGS), has been instrumental in efforts to 

commemorate the centenary of the 

Representation of the People Act by honouring 

100 suffrage pioneers, that is 

people (not necessarily 

women) whose contributions 

to the suffrage cause did not 

necessarily achieve the 

national appreciation they 

deserved at the time.  Lesley 

spoke of the practical 

difficulties involved in getting 

the project off the ground 

including the familiar problem 

of funding not being available 

once enough work had been 

undertaken to define the 

project. 

We were pleased to learn that 

the Society’s nominee, Dame 

Frances Dove, had made it 

onto the list of one hundred 

suffrage pioneers, which 

includes a mix of suffragists 

and suffragettes and can be 

viewed on the WLGS website. 

Lesley ended her talk with an indication of 

further events to come.  The anniversary of the 

birthday of Emmeline Pankhurst on 15th July will 

be marked nationally.  Locally, there will be a 

Suffrage Pioneers’ March in which participants 

will be encouraged to wear something purple. 

Next to present was Willie Reid, who had 

researched the life story of Miss Dove.  He 

illustrated his talk with photographs obtained 

from St Leonard’s School in St Andrews, where 

Miss Dove taught and became head before she 

founded Wycombe Abbey. 

Miss Dove was not only a pioneering 

headmistress at Wycombe Abbey but also on the 

governing body of other local schools.  She 

engaged actively in local politics, becoming a 

councillor at the first opportunity (when women 

could stand for local election in 1907) and she 

narrowly missed becoming Mayor the next year 

when her candidacy was opposed because of her 

gender.  She lost her seat in 1913.  All this, long 

before she obtained the right to vote in 1918.  

She continued to serve educational causes 

throughout her retirement, including long service 

on the Council of Girton College where she had 

previously studied. 

There was only time for passing mention of the 

Dove Window in All Saints’ Church, a tangible 

part of her legacy in town.  It commemorates 32 

women for their service through the ages.  Three 

ex-mayors in the audience commented on the 

fact that it was positioned to 

be seen from the Mayor’s 

chair during Civic Services.  A 

point of fascination for Willie, 

however, is the one man, 

prominently featured in the 

centre of the window, King 

Malcolm III of Scotland, who 

was the husband of Saint 

Margaret of Scotland. 

Finally, we welcomed James 

Mercer-Kelly, Senior Deputy 

Head of Wycombe Abbey 

School.  He talked to us about 

Dame Frances’ legacy in the 

widest possible sense.  He 

drew attention to the unusual 

founding principles which 

Miss Dove laid out.  She 

wanted her girls to “help 

others” in society.  Miss 

Dove’s thinking was of 

providing education for citizenship.  Many of the 

school’s charitable endeavours today can be 

traced back to Miss Dove’s initiatives.  Locally, 

she founded the Central Aid Society to help the 

poor of the town some of whom could often be 

seen begging at Wycombe Abbey gates.  The 

charity still provides a service today; it is based 

in Desborough Road and accepts donations of 

money, food, goods and furniture. 

On the international scene, an early relationship 

was established with Melanesia.  Early editions 

of the school gazette describe the charitable 

initiatives set up to help provide aid to this area 

of the world.  The relationship with Melanesia 

has been maintained through the decades since 

and we were shown a recent picture of the 

Archbishop of Melanesia on a visit to Wycombe 

Abbey. 

Wycombe Abbey has an international outlook 

and has recently set up a school in China.  The 

modern facilities at Changzhou will eventually 

cater for 1500 pupils from kindergarten through 

to preparation for university entrance and there 

are plans for a second school.  Providing 

education for world citizenship, a natural 

progression from Dame Frances’ work. 

Jackie Kay 

Miss Dove on the campaign trail to become 
Mayor.   

Photo Courtesy of St Leonard’s School 
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Exciting Times at the Mill 

SUNDAY 13th MAY Supported by all the delightful stalls, with plants, books and bric-a-brac, 

delicious teas and cakes, not to mention the delight of being able to purchase real local flour milled 
before your very eyes, our team of fine millers explained the mysteries of all those cogs, and what 

might be up those steep narrow stairs.  A fine sunny day, by good fortune, and the huge powerful 

wheel turning rather faster than usual, after the rain we'd had. 

And there was more ... I was invited to explain 

my presence - over Local Radio! Wonderful 

Wycombe Sound had set up right there, at the 

Mill. 

I was due to lead two walks, first to explain 

about the Machine-breakers' Riot of 1830, and 

after lunch, a more general look at mills, how 
they work, where they are, who owned them, 

what did they make?  My favourite subject; I 

haven't had so much fun for years!  Given that 

there are 27 identifiable sites, if you live in 

High Wycombe, there will definitely be one near 

you, your own local Mill. 

The visitors were a delight.  But I did have to 

draw the line at trying to lead a walk which 

included two small girls who could not be 

parted from their scooters.  The long walk in 

the morning started where Capability Brown 

created a lake, cascade and grotto, and 

followed the two rivers to see two of the mills 

which had been attacked in the Riot, a 
delightful gatehouse, and the remarkable 

spring which feeds the Back Stream. 

A change of pace in the afternoon took care of 

some family visitors, asking excellent questions 

about how the water actually generated the 

power, not as obvious as it seems.  I had been 

lucky, arriving early, to catch one of our very 

knowledgeable Miller volunteers who explained 

why three channels of water come out under 

the bridge to join the Wye, when it appears 

that only two come in.  The old original route 

comes in via the Waterworks, and runs round 

the back, with the bigger new route cut by the 

Council in the fifties to reduce flooding.  So, we 
followed exactly how it all worked, how it can 

be shut off to stop the wheel, and that when I 

arrived there had been men climbing inside the 

wheel, how the neighbours down-stream feel 

about us (allegedly) flooding them, and how to 

stop that.  Then we discussed 

Domesday, and Roger de Panil.  Yes, 

wide-ranging questions from lovely 

interested faces. 

Maybe the biggest excitement came with 

a shy question from a lovely lady: 'had 

there really been a mill somewhere 
round here with a miller named 

Allnutt'? 

Well, YES! I used to live there.  It’s 

Marsh Green Mill, just near the 

Swimming Pool, the second mill to be 

attacked in the Riot.  I had brought lots 

of pictures along, which always help a 

lot, and quickly found her the old family 

mill!  Yes indeed, it was really true, and 

so I gave her an introduction to David 

Snoxell, member of The High Wycombe 

Society, who now lives in the mill house. 

An amazing end to a wonderful day.  Thank 

you, Pann Mill! 

Jane Dunsterville 

Wycombe Sound Presenters at Pann Mill: Sally (with Roving mic) 
and Mimi with technician Liam 

Marsh Green Mill as depicted by Jane 
Dunsterville in 1965 
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BAS in High Wycombe 

ONE OF THE FIRST events to be booked in the High Wycombe Society 2018 Programme was the 

afternoon meeting on the first day of the Wycombe Arts Festival to be jointly hosted by ourselves 
and the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society who are currently celebrating their 170-year 

anniversary.  To this 

meeting we invited Leslie 

Webster, former Senior 

Keeper of Anglo-Saxon 

and Viking finds at the 

British Museum, to 

speak about the Saxon 

Burial at Taplow. 

A week beforehand, (on 

21st April), Mike Farley 

and fellow members of 

BAS manned a stall on 

Wycombe Market, not 
just to boost publicity 

for the forthcoming talk 

but also to engage 

passers-by in the practice of archaeology.  Members 

of the public were invited to handle and identify the 

“finds” which ranged from fossils through to 

fragments of twentieth century items.  An added 

unplanned boost to the occasion came in the form of 

the Mayor and his entourage, whose annual 
inspection of the market happened to coincide with 

the date BAS had booked. 

Further boosts to publicity came from Mike Dewey 

who carried the story of the Taplow excavations on 

his nostalgia page in the Bucks Free Press, and a 

team from Wycombe Sound, covering the Wycombe 

Arts Festival, who went to Aylesbury to record an interview with Mike Farley. 

Long-standing members of the High Wycombe Society may remember a Shared Car Outing to 

Taplow Court in June 2010 when they saw the “tump” which remains to this day at the location of 

the burial.  The name Taplow is derived from Taeppa’s Hloew.  Taeppa was the name of the lord 

who was buried there in the 7th century.  Other members of the Society will remember that the 

troop of female Morris dancers who helped us celebrate the saving of the Rye with a Big Picnic were 

called the Taeppa’s Tump dancers, thus keeping the name alive in the 21st century. 

On the day of the talk itself, 28th April, a number of mini-exhibitions were set up around the hall.  
The BAS display included large pictures of the excavations of the villa on the Rye; while our own 

display featured the contributions made by Wycombe people to BAS in the past, focusing on three 

individuals: John Parker, Coningsby Disraeli and Francis Colmer.  There was a table manned by 

Wycombe Museum as well as a stall at which recent BAS publications could be purchased. 

Seats rapidly filled in the Sanctuary of Trinity United Reformed Church, necessitating latecomers to 

be politely directed to the gallery.  Leslie’s command of her subject was in little doubt as she guided 

us fluently through the nature and extent of the grave goods found at Taplow, comparing, and 

contrasting them in detail with similar finds in other Saxon burials including the better-known one 

at Sutton Hoo.  It was a curator’s view, the interest being in what could be deduced from the 

detailed appearance and manufacture of the objects.  Not being an archaeologist, I was not 

previously aware, for example, how much could be deduced from the “wear patterns” on goods. 

For our President, Stuart King, who is an active member of BAS, it was a special day and I was 

delighted when he offered to do the Vote of Thanks.  For those of you who missed Leslie’s talk, or 

for any of you who would like to hear her speak again, Leslie is billed to cover this subject again on 
the Marlow Archaeological Society programme in the Autumn - Thursday 8th November to be 

precise. 

Jackie Kay

Above: Mike Farley meets the Mayor; and HWS member Ian Simmons is challenged to 
identify one of the finds.  Below: the stall set out with finds for the public to identify. 
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The Man Who Created AIRCO 

THEY’VE DONE IT AGAIN!  After their ground-breaking and exhaustive “High Wycombe’s 
Contribution to Aviation” in 2008, Dave Scott and Ian Simmons have crafted a beautifully-produced 

volume about the life of local pioneer and entrepreneur George Holt Thomas, 1870-1929, who was 

the father of the British aircraft-manufacturing industry.  With a career that began in publishing as 

a director of Graphic Illustrated in 1899, after the first powered flight in Europe (in France) in 1906, 

Holt Thomas devoted all his energy to the development of British aviation. 

In 1911 he started his own company, the 

unglamorously named “Aeroplane Supply 

Company” which in due course morphed into 

“Airco”, teaming up with the young Geoffrey de 
Havilland and manufacturing the early models 

of the famous series of “DH” designs.  Airco’s 

heyday was during the First World War.  In 

1917, The Aeroplane magazine said, “No one 

has done more to develop aviation from every 

practical point of view than Mr. G. H. Thomas, 

the founder of the Aircraft Manufacturing 

Company”.  In that year, Holt Thomas had 

built the huge building in High Wycombe 

which we would come to know as the Broom-

Wade factory, but the war was over before it 

could be used for its intended purpose.   

Holt Thomas thought that the British 

Government should do more to foster British 

aviation, and after the war he focused on the 
new industry of air travel, where he blamed the 

Government for doing less than the French and 

Dutch.   Eventually he declined a knighthood 

and withdrew completely, a sadly embittered 

man, devoting his final years to breeding 

Friesian cattle at North Dean, north of our 

town, all meticulously documented in this 

book.  (Holt Thomas’ descendants provided 

much documentation about his later activities.)  

To this day, the village hall is in Holt Thomas’ 

“friesian” black and white colour scheme! 

There are many fascinating features to this 

book.  To me, its record of the early days of 
British aviation – with its sad accident rate 

which Holt Thomas did so much to counter – is 

the best bit.  But the pictures are glorious, a 

wonderful evocation of the period – how about 

the official photograph of the “Inverted Flight 

Dinner” in 1914, or Holt Thomas chatting 

nonchalantly, hand in pocket, to the King with 

Queen Mary at the Airco works.  Others will lap 

up the politicking after WWI (when even 

Winston Churchill said it was not the job of 

Government to shore up the airlines) or the 

chapter about cows! 

So, whatever your interests, there’s something 

in this for you!  You can buy a copy of the book 
directly from Dave Scott for £10 (contact first 

by email davescott321@btinternet.com or come 

to his talk on 12th October (see p12)).  Normal 

price will be £12 plus £3 for post and packing 

if required.  Copies are also on sale at 

Wycombe Museum.  All profits go to Thames 

Valley Air Ambulance. 

Chris Woodman

Showcasing WWI in Wycombe 
WHEN THE CENTRE for Buckinghamshire Studies(CBS) announced their intention to hold an event 

“Showcasing WWI” at the Wycombe Arts Centre on Saturday 12th May, my first reaction was that we 

should support it, but the choice of date was unfortunate, as it was the same weekend as our Pann 

Mill Open Day, which meant we were limited in the amount of support we could provide. 

In the middle of the Wycombe Arts Festival but 

not part of it, inevitably meant that footfall 

would be a problem, and that was before the 

decision was taken to bring the Mayor-making 

forward to that day to avoid a clash with a 

wedding in Windsor. 

Undeterred, Ian Simmons and Dave Scott 

volunteered to fly the Society flag at the event 

and put on a worthy display drawn from their 

book “Wycombe’s contribution to Aviation”.  

They also found themselves manning an 

adjacent table which included both Society 

literature and some WDC items, including 

leaflets for the Wycombe Trails WWI app which 

members of the Society helped create, posters 

for a WWI art competition, and an opportunity 

to sign up as a volunteer for a new WDC 

project concerning Conscientious Objectors.  If 

interested in this, please get in touch. 

Sadly, the WWI artefacts at the Wycombe Arts 

Centre - the triptych with the names of those 

from St John’s who fell in that conflict, and the 

ornately carved rood cross - were not 

accessible on the day. 

As well as a wide range of stalls, there was a 

programme of live music, with assorted 

refreshments and children’s activities.  It was 

good to talk to people from CBS in High 

Wycombe without the usual constraints of 

whispering in the Search Room at Aylesbury 

and I hope that the organisers will extend their 

outreach programme to visit us more often. 

Jackie Kay 

mailto:davescott321@btinternet.com
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The Nag’s Head 

THE NAG’S HEAD on the London Road closed its doors in 2012 but, after much work, it has taken 

on a new incarnation in 2018 as a block of 21 flats.  The transformation has been elegantly 

designed.  Its frontage probably looks more striking now than at any time in its previous history, 

although it has had several ‘makeovers’ in its past. 

Built in 1884, in its early days (between 1889 

and 1897) it was the HQ of Wycombe 

Wanderers where meetings including the AGM, 
and social gatherings including an annual 

dinner took place.  Matches were played on the 

Rye but soon transferred to Spring Gardens 

and by a resolution carried at the AGM on 26th 

August 1895 moved to Loakes Park, provided 

by Lord Carrington.  The Nag’s Head remained 

the Club’s HQ following the move, but the Red 

Lion in the High Street was used for changing 

facilities.  The Nag’s Head was dropped as the 

HQ in the 1897/98 season in favour of Loakes 

Park, with landlord Bill Pearce said to be 

“heartedly thanked” for the use of his premises 

for the previous eight years. 

The SWOP archive contains a photograph of 
the Nag’s Head in 1911 when it was a port of 

call for the Mayor and his entourage on their 

beating of the bounds. 

In the 1960s the Nag’s Head took on a new role 
as a live music venue with punk bands, 

including the Sex Pistols performing.  

Photographs in the High Wycombe Society 

archive from the mid 1970’s show a black 

horse above the door. 

In the 1990s the name was changed to ‘The 

Pride’ and then ‘The Office’ before reverting to 

its original name in 2005.  It continued to host 

live music events until August 2012 when it 

was sold for £472,000. 

David Snoxell 

 

The changing face of 
the Nag’s head 

1911 – Beating the 
bounds with Mayor 
Cox 

Photo Courtesy of 
Wycombe Museum 

MHW:08786 

External lamp over 
the door – Nag’s 
Head lettering in 
stained glass below 

 

c1975 

 

A black horse’s head 
and stained glass as 
before, but there is 
now a street lamp 

Refs: HWS:20524 

and HWS:20566 

 

 

 

2018 

 

Now plain Number 63 
below the Nag’s head 

Photos: David Snoxell 
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Shopping in Bygone Days 

I was very interested in Mike Dewey’s talk in January, entitled ‘From Rations to Fashions’, as it 

reminded me of some advertisements for shopping in the early 20th century. 

The Rev Arthur Browning was Vicar for the 

Parish of Penn Street with Holmer Green from 

1901-1921 and wrote a monthly newsletter, 

the majority of which were bound into volumes 

together with local adverts and other items.  
They highlight how differently we did our 

shopping when there were no supermarkets 

and a level of service long since lost. 

In the volume for 1913, there are several 

advertisements of the day, for example: 

“W. V. BARNES & SON, LTD., High Wycombe.  

Contractors for Removing and Storing 

Furniture, Desire to call special attention to 

their New Depository, recently erected, with all 

modern appliances, heating apparatus, &c. 

COAL MERCHANTS & COLLIERY AGENTS.  

Special Quotations for large Quantities, 

including Cartage to Penn Street, Holmer 

Green etc.  Truck loads to Great Western, 

Great Central and Metropolitan Stations.” 

“G. A. DARVILL & SON (Late Bond), Telegrams: 

Darvill-Bond, Little Missenden.  THE HOLMER 

GREEN DAIRY.  NEW MILK, CREAM, BUTTER 

and EGGS.  Families Waited Upon TWICE 

DAILY.  Waggonettes, Pony Trap, etc., let out on 
Hire at Moderate Charges.  CONVEYANCE TO 

WYCOMBE EVERY FRIDAY BY 

ARRANGEMENT.” 

In July 1913, the Choirs of both churches went 

to Margate for their Outing and Mr Darvell’s 

name crops up: “On Saturday we met at Mr 

Darvell’s house at a quarter to five in the 

morning, to go for our Choir Outing.  We 

waited until Mr Darvell had got his horse and 

van ready and then we got in the van and 

drove away to Great Missenden Station…” 

Using Mr Darvell’s service on a Friday, you 

could go to High Wycombe and get other 

groceries from “HOLLAND & BARRETT, The 

OXFORD TEA STORES, HIGH WYCOMBE.  Is 

the best place to obtain the Best Value for your 

Money in GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS OF 

ALL KINDS.  Everything of the Best Quality 

and is sold at the Right Price.” 

The name ‘Holland & Barrett’ is still in use 

today.  It was formed in 1870 by Alfred Slapps 

Barrett and Major William Holland.  They 

bought a grocery store in Bishop’s Stortford 

and sold groceries and clothing.  This was then 

separated into two shops and gradually more 

were established, starting in Epsom in 1900.  

The enterprise was bought by Alfred Button 

and Sons in the 1920’s and the name was 

kept.  It changed hands several times, 
becoming the chain of health food shops we 

know today. 

In January 1912 there are details of the 

services offered by Edward Sweetland.  He is a 

“Photographic Artist, WHITE HOUSE STUDIO, 

21 HIGH STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE.  Good 

Class Photography, Reasonable Prices.  

CABINETS from 10s. Doz.  CARTES DE VISITE 

from 5s. Doz. Photographs Enlarged and 

Artistically touched up.  Weddings and other 

groups.   PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.”   Two 

years later, Mr Sweetland’s advert was 

shortened, with no mention of the ’touching up’ 

and a three-digit phone number was included, 

189. 

There are two more advertisements in 1912 for 

familiar names.  One company is still in the 

town: “DAVENPORT VERNON & CO. LTD., 

General Furnishers, Cycle and Motor Agents, 

Representing All the Leading Makers.  Repairs 

of Every Description.  HIGH WYCOMBE.”  

Sadly the other one has ceased trading but it 

was offering a good service: “We respectfully 

ask all who require Smart Reliable Clothing for 

Boys and Men, to give us a trial.  We are also 

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Tailors.  HULL, 

LOOSLEY AND PEARCE, LTD., 19, 20 and 21 

Oxford Street, HIGH WYCOMBE.” 

The adverts were well laid-out with plenty of 

variety in line spacing and fonts.  The above 

does not do justice to the originals – they really 

need to be reproduced as they appeared but 

that would take up a lot of space.  However, it 

does give a flavour of the times. 

The Vicarage in Penn Street where the Rev 

Browning lived is now a private house, The Old 

Vicarage, but the church, Holy Trinity, where 

he officiated, is across the road and adjacent to 

Penn Woods.  It is still a place of worship as 

well as offering Cream Teas with home-made 

scones and cakes on every Sunday afternoon 

until the end of September. 

Hilary Hide 
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr Paul Sammut 

Dr Jonathan Moon 

Drs Laura and Ian Grant 

Sharon Heuron 

Mohammed Hanif 

Barbara Mayor 

Yvonne Buckley 

Elizabeth Mayer 

Obituaries 
We regret to inform members of the death of: 

Mr Joe Arthur 
 

 

STOP PRESS - New Treasurer 

At the HWS AGM on Friday 8th June, Colin Hingston 
was appointed as Treasurer of the Society for 2018-
2019.  Other officers and trustees agreed to serve 
again.  Further details in the Autumn edition.   Our 
thanks to all who attended, and apologies to those 
who particularly wanted to see the WWI demo which 
we had intended to include in the evening. 

Join Wycombe’s own 
Suffrage March!  Meet at 
Wycombe Museum at 
1.30pm for 2 pm departure 
on 15th July.  With Willie 
Reid – venture up to the 
cemetery to see Dame 
Frances Dove’s grave; visit 
All Saints Parish Church to 
view the Dove Window; 
witness the planting of a 
tree on The Rye; and enjoy 
light refreshments at Wycombe Abbey - all in one 
afternoon!  Thanks to Lesley Clarke for organising. 

Contributions Please. 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th August 2018 

You can also get in touch with the Editorial 

Team via the Society’s facebook page. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force on 25th May 2018.  The High Wycombe 
Society takes its responsibilities regarding your data seriously and takes all necessary steps to ensure that the 
information we hold is accurate, relevant and secure.  We will never sell or share your data with anyone 
outside the Society unless required by law to do so. 

If you are a member of the Society, we keep the personal data you give us for the purpose of sending you our 
Newsletters and other notices pertinent to our activities which will usually be by email when possible.  We 
believe that such action is covered by the “legitimate interest” section of the legislation and as such does not 
require your specific consent.  However, all our electronic communications will include an option for you to opt-
out of future mailings should you wish to do so. 

You have the right to see the data that we hold on you.  This data is not available on line so if you wish to have 
a copy to check then please write to the Secretary.  You also have the right to request that we correct any data 
that is inaccurate and to request that we delete any data when it is no longer required.  Our full Privacy Policy 
is available on the Society web site. 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2018  

Sunday 8th July (11am-5pm) Pann Mill Open Day 

Sunday 15th July  

13.30-16.30 

Suffrage Pioneers’ March begins at Wycombe Museum 

Sunday 5th August 

Wycombe Abbey School 

Lunch/afternoon 

50th Anniversary Celebration.  (12 noon – 4 pm).  As we go to press, 

there are a few tickets remaining (at £25 per head)– contact Eileen on 

01494 449902  

Sunday 16th September Pann Mill Open Day (11am-5pm) 

Friday 12th October 

The Riverside 7.30 p.m. 

Talk – by Dave Scott on George Holt Thomas’s contribution to aviation.  

Dave will be bringing copies of his book (see p9) 

Monday 19th November 

Trinity United Reformed 

Church – 7.30 pm 

Co-hosted by Wycombe Wildlife Group.  Guest Speaker: Ted Green 

MBE, Founder of the Ancient Tree Forum. 

December – date TBA Visit to Leighton Buzzard Light Railway.  Details in Autumn newsletter. 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk

