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Season’s Greetings! 

THIS NEWSLETTER comes to you with Good Wishes for the Festive Season.  For unavoidable 

reasons it is leaving my desk a little on the late side, so if you still receive it before Christmas, it 

will be thanks to a supreme effort on the part of our proof readers, printer and postmen, the 

unsung heroes of this endeavour.  If instead, you don’t receive it until the New Year, then please 

accept my apologies for its tardiness. 

As we go to press, there are many exciting things happening both in the Society and in our Town.  

The mill is minus its buckets! (see p12).  The “Save Our Film Archive” project is getting 

underway. (see p4).  It’s proving difficult to pin down dates for some events in 2019 but it’s full 

steam ahead for the postponed visit to Leighton Buzzard light rail (see p7).  In the meantime, we 

have had an exclusive chance to see inside the former Wheatsheaf Inn at No.2 High Street (see 

p11), and we also applaud the recent news that WDC are taking positive action to bring the 

Brunel Shed into use. 

After our celebrations in the Summer, our “real” Golden Anniversary in November passed without 

ceremony.  Who can predict what our Society might achieve in its second half-century? 

Jackie Kay 
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Planning This Quarter 

ONCE AGAIN the Local Plan Examination was at the forefront of our minds at the start of this quarter, 

and there is also news to report regarding the Reserve Sites and de-culverting the Wye.  There was a 

Quality Counts! tour to Bicester involving members of the Planning Group (see p8) and we sadly 

accepted the news that the Association of North Thames Amenity Societies (ANTAS) would cease 

operation (see p14)  

Wycombe Local Plan Examination 

The final session of the local plan examination 

began on 26th September and was attended by 

Chris Woodman.  The latest ONS (Office for 

National Statistics) estimates of future 

household formation meant that previous 

estimates of housing need to 2041 were too 

high.  Chris hoped that this would mean that 

some Green Belt and AONB sites might be 

saved.  The Inspector is expected to decide what 

changes she is minded to make by the end of 

November with a draft report being issued to 

WDC at the end of March 2019. 

Reserve Sites 

On Abbey Barn South it appears that Berkeley 

Homes have submitted a large set of 

amendments to their application which 

unfortunately includes an acceptance of WDC’s 

request that the employment element be for 

business, or more alarmingly, storage and 

distribution use rather than a care home.  The 

change appears to have little support outside 

WDC.  The High Wycombe Society have sent a 

strong letter of objection to WDC citing, among 

other things, constant heavy traffic on minor 

narrow roads through Flackwell Heath, Daws Hill 

Lane with its schools, and Abbey Barn Lane.  

There is also the lack of employment 

opportunities. 

Progress on de-culverting The Wye 

Chris Woodman recently took part in a Field Trip 

organised by WDC and in collaboration with the 

Chiltern Rangers to see restoration work carried 

out on the Wye.  The trip started by boarding a 

coach to Grafton Street and Desborough 

Recreation Ground to see the work that had 

been done in a wildlife friendly way.  A river full 

of vegetation but with the watercourses passable 

for all kinds of wildlife.  Careful modification of 

river beds can make it easier for fish to swim 

upstream and also improve the prospect of 

getting mammals such as otters and voles on 

the river.  The group then travelled across town 

to Funges Farm which is a restricted 

environmental site.  Children come here on 

school trips for pond dipping and various 

outdoor studies.  The trip ended in front of the 

Swan Theatre and Police Station, where 

improvements were made in 2016. 

Following on a week or so later from this tour, 

Cllr Hugh McCarthy gave an eloquent 

presentation to the Town Committee on 13th 

November about de-culverting the Wye through 

the town, and particularly along Oxford Road 

outside Sainsbury's.  He thought that the River 

Wye was "The Jewel in Wycombe's Crown" and it 

was a shame to have such a treasure buried 

underground.  He stated that although the Eden 

Centre was flourishing at the moment, retail 

shopping was on the decline and something else 

was needed to bring footfall to the town.  People 

are coming back to live in towns and spend 

leisure time there so restaurants, cafés and 

shops on a waterfront setting would bring new 

life to High Wycombe.  Water, especially flowing 

water, has a calming effect. 

On the practical side the culverts in Oxford Road 

are nearing the end of their useful life and would 

require substantial sums of money to be spent 

on them.  They do not support wild life: fish will 

not swim in or through them.  On the other 

hand, bringing the river to life again above 

ground would probably cost about £3 million 

(including contingency planning) more than 

simply adapting the layout to fit in with the 

scheme already done west of Bellfield road.  

Where these schemes have been carried out in 

other parts of the country there has been a 

payback of £7 for every £1 spent on de-

culverting.  This really is a crunch time decision.  

If de-culverting of this stretch is not carried out 

now it would cost more to do in the future and 

is unlikely to happen. 

Gomm Valley 

Human + Nature are now the agents for Aviva, 

the new owners of the Gomm Valley site.  The 

whole development will be called Little Haldens 

which can be taken to mean the secluded valley.  

It is much more than a housing development.  It 

is a place that is designed to host and grow an 

active community and support more 

environmentally sustainable ways of living.  H+N 

hope it will be the greenest, most elegant new 

place in England.  The focal point of the 

development will be Little Haldens Square at the 

base of the valley which will contain a primary 

school, assisted living, local store, Men in Sheds 

café, restaurant and apartments.  It will be the 

Urban Village.  Other developments will be 

clustered into separate villages - Orchard Village 

will occupy the upper eastern end of the valley 

and, as its name implies, be in a setting of fruit 

trees.  It will also contain the larger 4 to 5 

bedroomed houses.  Hillside Village will be sited 

on the eastern edge of the site above Little 

Gomm Wood and will have terraced housing 

probably the 2 to 3 bedroomed units.  In all, it is 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 3 NEWSLETTER WINTER 2018 
 

 

 

envisaged that about 970 housing units will be 

built but will occupy only 7% of this large site.  

It is intended to enlarge the Local Wildlife Site 

by over 40% and to bring it and the nationally- 

protected SSSI under the same management 

with the intention of regenerating the chalk 

grassland and increasing the wildlife.  More 

trees and hedges will be planted. 

The main thoroughfare will begin from Gomm 

Road and wind sinuously up the side of the 

valley at a gradient that is comfortable to walk 

and cycle along.  There will be an access 

junction on Cock Lane opposite the Showman's 

site and another on Hammersley Lane above the 

railway bridge but below Robinson Road.  In 

order to reduce the carbon footprint, it is 

intended to run a shuttle bus service at peak 

times to the Railway Station and the Town 

Centre.  Parking will be provided on site, but it is 

hoped that people will not find it necessary to 

own more than one car. 

This is a highly ambitious project which could 

pave the way for green and sustainable 

developments in the future. 

Janet Tully 

 

Who’s Doing What Now? 

IN NOVEMBER we welcomed a newcomer to our Trustees’ meetings.  For a long time we have had an 

advertisement on our website for someone willing to attend our meetings and take minutes.  So we 

were both surprised and excited to receive an inquiry from a new member, Stephanie Johnson, asking 

if the opportunity still existed.  Stephanie, who has recently moved to High Wycombe, impressed us all 

by her speed typing during her first meeting in November and has set herself a high standard with her 

first set of minutes. 

Sadly, this was also the first meeting at which 

we had to acknowledge Eileen Walters’ decision 

to resign as a trustee due to a change in her 

personal circumstances.  Eileen works extremely 

hard for the Society in a number of capacities 

and has represented the Programme and 

Membership functions on the Board since Mary 

Woodman relinquished her role as a trustee – 

Eileen’s contribution at this level will be missed.  

For some time, the Programme and Membership 

group which Eileen leads has been very thinly 

stretched in all of its activities.  So we are again 

appealing for anyone who would be interested in 

helping. 

Specifically, once again we find we need a 

volunteer to keep the Membership Records in 

good shape.  A primary function of this role is to 

welcome new members and help assimilate 

them into the work of the Society. 

Three months ago, it was Chris Woodman’s 

decision to relinquish some of his long-held 

responsibilities which was causing some angst 

and we appealed for volunteers.  We are pleased 

to say that this appeal bore fruit. 

Those of you who elect to receive email 

notifications from the Society, may have noticed 

that these now come from a new email address 

hwsbulletin@gmail.com.  If you think you may 

have stopped receiving communications from 

the Society, please check your SPAM folders and 

enable receipt from this address.  The person 

who has taken over Chris’s role in gently 

reminding you of Society events is Sharon 
Herron who is a member of the Programme and 

Membership group and is often to be found 

helping with refreshments on Pann Mill Open 

Days. 

We also appealed for someone to take over 

Chris’s newsletter distribution role and were 

delighted when Andy Cole agreed to do so.  

Andy is an established member of the Planning 

Group and has been a Society postman for many 

years. 

Planning Group have been adjusting to the need 

to share the responsibility for the “Planning this 

Quarter” column in this publication, but there 

are other major changes on the horizon.  

Andrew Taylor has announced that he will be 

stepping down as Chairman of the group with 

effect from the end of January.  Andrew’s 

carefully measured approach to the role will be a 

hard act to follow.  Andrew has exciting travel 

plans ahead and we wish him and Yuki well for 

the future. 

The Planning Group meets monthly to consider 

planning applications and is also the primary 

contact between the Society and WDC on 

matters concerning the High Wycombe Town 

Centre.  If you think you could help strengthen 

its activities, or have views on what it should be 

doing, we would like to hear from you. 

With a column inch to spare, perhaps I should 

also here remind readers that according to the 

terms of our Constitution, the trustees all stand 

down at each AGM and both our Hon Secretary 

and myself are already serving beyond the 

desired number of years in our respective officer 

positions.  If you would be interested in 

becoming a trustee of the Society, there is no 

need to wait until the AGM to make your interest 

known.  We meet approx. 6 times a year. 

Jackie Kay 

 

 

mailto:hwsbulletin@gmail.com
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Save Our Film Archive 

SINCE THE LAST newsletter, we have obtained estimates for digitising the High Wycombe Film 

Society Films, a necessary first step towards both their longer-term conservation and making their 

contents more widely accessible.  We have set up an online ‘justgiving’ campaign at 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/saveourfilmarchive/ for people who wish to donate directly to the 

cause.  Cheques may also be made payable to “High Wycombe Society – Save Our Film Archive” 

and sent direct to our Treasurer; and we can also accept direct bank transfers to the Save Our Film 

Archive bank account: Sort code is 40-24-17; Account No. 52650657.  We have designed a poster 

which has been distributed electronically to members who receive emails from us and we have 

started to publicise the project on social media. 

The launch of the ‘justgiving’ 

page triggered a small flurry of 

donations and a generous offer 

from APG Video in Hazlemere 

to digitise two of the films for 

free, an offer which we were 

pleased to take up.  As a result, 

we now have a digitised copy of 

“The town that nearly died of 

traffic”, an important title in 

our town’s history. 

We were delighted also to be 

contacted by Tim Smithson, 

son of the late John Smithson, 

who created very many of the 

films in the collection.  Once 

made aware of our plans, Tim 

has enthusiastically supported 

the venture, providing 

photographs and newspaper 

cuttings from his father’s 

records. 

Tim confirmed that John Smithson had worked 

for the BBC and been the camera man on the 

very first episode of Dr Who.  Very many of the 

films were originally created with the intention of 

becoming a long-term 

documentary archive of the 

district.  Newspaper reports in 

the mid-1980s confirm that 

Wycombe District Council and 

Wycombe Museum were both 

enthusiastic supporters of the 

filming and the prospect of 

securing this record for 

posterity.  WDC provided 

funding for a number of years 

and gave some direction for 

events to be included in the 

footage. 

No-one at that time 

anticipated the technological 

changes which would so 

rapidly narrow the future 

audience for 16mm film and 

ultimately lead to the films 

being “at risk” of destruction.  

We look forward to bringing 

you more news on this project in due course as 

it progresses. 

Jackie Kay and  
Stuart King.

John Smithson with his 16mm camera 
attending a local event 



www.highwycombesociety.org.uk 5 NEWSLETTER WINTER 2018 
 

 

 

Hughenden Gardens Village – Officially Open 

HAVING WRITTEN several times in the Newsletter about all the impressive development taking place on 

the Hughenden Corridor, it was my pleasure to attend the official opening of Hughenden Gardens 

Village on behalf of the Society on 25th September.  Not that it wasn’t open already – 120 residents 

(aged from 55 up) had already been moving in during the summer (already including four Society 

members with more to join them soon) and the place already looks well lived-in.  It was an uplifting 

occasion.  Giving welcoming speeches, Mick Laverty, national chairman of the Extracare Charitable 

Trust, was followed by the “chains” (Cllrs Netta Glover and Tony Green, chairmen of BCC and WDC 

respectively) and then, movingly, by a retired couple – Pamela Walker, 78, who explained how her 

husband, Bryan, 88, was a new man with the security and care he was now receiving.  Then guests 

split into groups for a village tour. 

I was impressed by the holistic approach taken 

towards care.  The gardening club has a 

greenhouse and small raised allotments.  The 

snooker room looked really up-to-scratch, as did 

the indoor green bowling rink, and the 

comprehensively-equipped fitness centre/gym.  I 

left a Society newsletter and entry forms in the 

small and homely 

library/IT suite.  There 

was a wide range of 

clubs and activities, 

many organised by 

residents, and activities 

for dementia patients 

such as a cooking class.  

Not that there was 

nowhere else to cook 

and eat:  all the 260 

apartments have a 

kitchen and there is a 

bistro for those who like 

to eat communally.  

Near the entrance and 

the reception, there is a 

small convenience store with groceries and non-

prescription medications, and a lovely roof-top 

bar with wonderful views to the hillside across 

Hughenden Road.  And for your appearance 

there is a hair salon and a beauty bar. 

But perhaps the best thing about this village is 

that it is located on the new, aptly-named 

Hughenden Boulevard (until now, called the 

“spine road”) – a broad road with wide footpaths 

and trees – taking you towards the Spindle and 

Thread pub, Morrisons and the town in one 

direction and through the ex-De La Rue 

Hughenden Quarter and the beautiful 

Hughenden Park and Manor in the other.  Across 

the Boulevard is the 

Hughenden Stream 

(well, most of the time!) 

with a new footpath 

beside it. 

Of the Village’s 260 

apartments, 75 are for 

rent and 185 for 

“outright sale” – 

although when you no 

longer need it you must 

sell it back to the 

charity, and don’t forget 

the monthly service 

charge.  Nothing comes 

for free, but at HGV you 

get a lot for your money. 

Society members will get a chance to see 

Hughenden Gardens Village on 12th December. 

Chris Woodman 
 

Residents Pamela and Bryan Walker describe life at 
Hughenden Gardens Village 

Photo: Chris Woodman 
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Expulsion of Jews from Wycombe, 1234 AD 

THE EXPULSION of Jews from Wycombe by writ of Henry III’s administration to the Sherriff of 

Buckinghamshire on 27th November 1234 comes up from time to time in discussions about the 

history of our town.  This article will attempt to set that order in its historical and national context 

and explain its overall significance. 

First, we must examine the order itself, which 

can be found in the Close Rolls, written in 

medieval Latin and preserved in the National 

Archives.  The hand writing is difficult to read 

but in 1908 the Close Rolls of Henry III were 

transcribed into print.  Translations can vary 

but probably the most reliable is:  

Concerning the removal of Jews from Wycombe.  
Order to the sheriff of Buckinghamshire that he 
does not allow any Jew henceforth to reside in 
the town of Wycombe, but that he causes the 
Jews who are residing there to be removed 
without delay; and that they are to reside in 
other towns in which they have been 
accustomed to reside before.  Witness the king 
at Harrow, 27th day of November. 

It should be noted that there is no indication of 

how many Jews lived in Wycombe, that they 

are to be ‘removed’ not prosecuted or 

imprisoned and they are to reside in other 

towns where they have lived before.  Their 

property was not being confiscated and there 
was no ban on them returning to visit the 

town.  We have no indication as to why they 

were being expelled or that there was any local 

demand or petition behind the order.  1235 is 

usually given as the year Jews left Wycombe 

which was hardly a delay, especially in winter.  

There are no records to tell us how the order 

was executed and whether all Jews left and 

there is no suggestion of violence.  We need to 

look at the national situation for clues as to the 

motivation for the order. 

Before the Conquest there were no Jews living 

in England.  In about 1070 William the 

Conqueror brought Jews from Rouen to settle 
in England primarily to establish a 

rudimentary money lending (banking) system.  

They settled in several towns, mainly London, 

Canterbury, Norwich, York, Winchester, Oxford 

and Lincoln.  Towns from which Jews were 

expelled were Bury St Edmunds (1196), 

Leicester (1231 by Simon de Montfort), 

Southampton (1236), Berkhamsted (1242), 

Newbury (1244).  This culminated in the total 

expulsion of Jews from England in July 1290 

by Edward I under the Edict of Expulsion, 220 

years after they had arrived.  Jews were 

allowed to return in 1650 under Cromwell. 

But when did Jews first settle in Wycombe 

(‘Wycumb’ in the order) and how big a 
community was it by 1234?  There is very little 

documentary evidence to go on and no 

archaeological evidence.  Ashford’s ‘History of 

High Wycombe from its Origins to 1880’ notes 

“Salomon and Walder, merchants of Wycombe, 

are mentioned in the Pipe Rolls of Richard I 

(1189-1199), both apparently because they are 

Jews, or had dealings with Jews, and with 

Hervey and possibly Saward, are the only 

merchants of the time whose names have 

survived”.  There is a passing reference in 

British History Online to the mortgaging of the 

manor of Hughenden to the Jews in the early 

13th century.  However, Prof. Paul Brand, FBA, 
Emeritus Fellow at All Souls, Oxford has 

expressed strong doubts that Walder (alias 

Walter) and Salomon (also a Christian name) 

were Jews.  He was prompted to do so in email 

correspondence with Jackie Kay in response to 

a question she asked at a lecture delivered to 

the Buckinghamshire branch of the Historical 

Association. 

There is an account in Palgrave’s Dictionary of 

Medieval Anglo-Jewish History, of Aaron, the 

Jew of Wycombe, who may have lived there and 

was accused of murdering a child and 

outlawed by the Buckinghamshire Eyre in the 

period 1241-46.  This may suggest that not all 
Jews left Wycombe in 1235.  There was also a 

Jacob of Wycombe in the Oxford Jewish 

community who was a juror in two enquiries in 

1290 shortly before the expulsion from 

England.  (Our thanks to Prof. P Brand for 

providing this information). 

Medieval Latin documents can be hard to decipher, but fortunately there are reputable translations available. 
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It looks as if Jews did not come to Wycombe 

until the late 12th century.  The paucity of 

references to them suggests those that came 

were few in number.  It would have been less 

than 50 years that they were settled in 

Wycombe which is perhaps short for an 

established community to take root.  Until 

1225 Wycombe was largely controlled by the 

Lord of the Manor (the Bassets) who under the 

feudal system would have been the main 

arbiter of who could live there.  The Jews, 

however, had been given by William the 
Conqueror, and confirmed in each successive 

reign, a privileged status, outside the feudal 

system, as servants of the King, to whom they 

owed allegiance rather than to the Barons.  

They were considered the King’s chattels in 

much the same manner as serfs were to the 

Barons. 

By 1125 Jewish merchants and moneylenders 

were concentrated in the Jewry quarter of 

London and spreading out to other cities.  By 

1175 Jews were providing a quarter of the 

annual income of the Crown through taxation.  

Only Jews were allowed to be moneylenders, 

which stirred the envy of an emerging 
Christian bourgeoisie and the jealousy of the 

masses. 

As to the motivation for the expulsion of Jews 

from Wycombe and other towns and their 

concentration in towns with bigger Jewish 

populations this could have been for a variety 

of reasons - control, administration, trade, 

finance/loans, taxation, even for greater 

protection.  It seems that for the first hundred 

years Jews and Christians got on well, with 

Jews funding the building of churches.  But 

from the end of the 12th century there was a 

gradual increase in anti-Semitism, much of it 

generated by church leaders such as St 

Bernard of Clairvaux, St Anselm of Canterbury 

and Pope Gregory VII.  Jewish privileges and 

protection were regularly denounced. 

Through the thirteenth century Jews were 

increasingly targeted, over-taxed by Henry III 

and his successor Edward I and less protected 

by the Crown.  The Church too began to take a 

hard line, based on dubious theology, requiring 

Jews to attend conversion sermons.  This fed 

through to the population who in some towns 

petitioned the Crown to remove their Jews.  

There were false accusations and occasional 

massacres and persecutions.  After the Statute 

of Jewry, 1275, requiring Jews to wear badges, 

many left for France.  By 1290 about 2500 

remained.  They left carrying safe passes and 

their possessions from August 1290 for 
Scotland and France and some are thought to 

have gone on to Poland and Egypt. 

David Snoxell 

 

 

Book Now for 
“BUZZRAIL” 2019 

Thursday 27th June 

Only £20! 
 

The postponed Society visit to the Leighton Buzzard Light Railway (originally planned for December 

2018) has now been re-arranged for Thursday 27th June 2019.  We will be sharing the occasion with 

the “Instron Retirement Club” and will have use of a steam hauled, narrow-gauge train.  The cost of the 

day will be £20.  As this is likely to be a very popular event Eileen has requested that any Society 

members wishing to attend should let her know by the end of January 2019.  You can reserve your 

place by emailing: programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

Or, if you prefer, just send payment direct to the Treasurer, Colin Hingston, at 65 Dean Garden Rise, 

High Wycombe, HP11 1RF.  Please note that on this occasion our Treasurer has requested that 

cheques should be made directly payable to “Instron Retirement Club”. 

 

mailto:programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk
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Quality Counts! 2018 

THIS YEAR’s Quality Counts! Tour on 18th October was a trip to Bicester, a town which has already 

grown hugely since 1950 and is now undergoing a further doubling in size, with a massive 13,000 new 

dwellings spread over four sites ringing the town, and now enjoying official Garden Town status.  The 

sites we visited were very varied.  We saw three housing sites, plus a heritage/commercial site which 

was fascinating, though we may struggle to think of a way for Wycombe to emulate it. 

Elmsbrook Eco Town, 393 homes (91 built so 

far) is the first stage of the NW Bicester 

development that will total 6,000 homes when 

complete, and it boasts that it is a true zero-

carbon development.  All homes meet 

Sustainable Homes Level 5 

standard, with triple 

glazing, rainwater 

harvesting, 34m2 of solar 

electrical panels on the 

roof, and connection to a 

combined heat and power 

district heating plant that 

can provide heat and hot 

water to 1,100 homes, and 

the school, shops and the 

rest of the Local Centre. 

The Eco Business Centre is a striking building 

accommodating 125 workplaces for local and 

start-up businesses.  Some 

of us weren’t sure which 

was more attractive – the 

Business Centre or the 

power plant!  There is 

100mbps fibre internet and 

each home gets a tablet to 

monitor energy generation 

and consumption and see 

live bus departures.  There 

is 40% green space to 

encourage healthy life-

styles, and the aim is to 

reduce car dependence 

from 67.5% to 50%: there 

is a hail-and-ride bus!  If 

despite all that you still 

have a heart attack, every 

home is within 400m of an 

automated defibrillator!  

So, there’s no excuse for 

dying before your time! 

Graven Hill could not be 

more different.  It is an ex-

MOD site with outline 

permission for 1,900 

homes and 1million sq.ft. of commercial space 

with scope for 2,000 new jobs/apprenticeships.  

What makes it unique is that it is entirely “self-

build”.  No, this doesn’t mean that everyone 

must be a bricklayer!  Plot purchasers can build 

their homes themselves, or they can appoint a 

contractor to build for them, or they can buy a 

“kit home”.  Purchasers can club together and 

work as a group if they wish.  A Local 

Development Order specifies basic parameters 

(maximum height, approved materials), and 

there are limits to how long you may take for 

your home to be completed.  The whole 

development is overseen by the Graven Hill 

Village Development Company, wholly owned by 

Cherwell District Council, 

and we had the privilege of 

being shown around the site 

(from a coach, because 

there was much building 

underway although some 

homes were already 

occupied) by a director of 

the company. 

Before lunch there was a 

more light-hearted visit – 

but with the finest sights of 

the day – to the historic site of RAF Bicester, 

considered the best-preserved of all RAF World 

War II (and indeed, before 

that, WWI) airfields, having 

been entered on Historic 

England’s At Risk Register in 

2008.  Now it is a thriving 

focus for firms providing 

specialist services in historic 

motor vehicle restoration 

and repair.  We were 

fortunate to be able to visit 

it, because too many visitors 

are a distraction from their 

work.  The businesses were 

varied within their field – 

“Want an exhaust system 

made to your design? – We’ll 

do it for you, Sir.”  “And if 

it’s classic upholstery or 

walnut fascias we have 

someone who can do that.”  

It was an impressive and 

charming example of the 

synergy that happens when 

you name the specialist field 

and invite people to come.  

(see p14 for a photo of some 

of the vehicles on site when we visited.) 

Our final call was to Kingsmere in SW Bicester 

which received outline planning application for 

1,585 dwellings in 2008, with Phase 2 for 726 

homes being approved recently.  The quadrant-

shaped site has a good bypass and a central 

well-landscaped spine road.  The entire site is 

owned by Countryside Properties who have 

broken the site into large plots which they have 

sold to more familiar names – Bellway, 

The hail and ride eco-bus serving the eco-town 

Which one gets your vote?: the Business 
centre(above) or the District heat and power 
plant (below) 
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Persimmon, Taylor Wimpey etc. – but they have 

imposed a strong design code so that the 

development has a coherent appearance.  The 

site’s special selling point is its sports village, 

being delivered by the District Council.  Outside 

there are pitches and a cycling/jogging track, 

while the large two-storey “pavilion” can take 

150 seated guests and houses a hot food service 

as well as all the usual sports centre facilities. 

Our overall impression from our visit?   

First, the vast scale of this expansion of Bicester, 

which still has its historic and attractive centre.  

It lies on the now-declared Cambridge to Oxford 

development corridor and therefore has some-

thing in common with Aylesbury, which is also a 

designated growth area, lying on a branch of the 

new East-West Rail Link.  Thinking back to the 

Quality Counts! Tour to Aylesbury in 2013, 

Bicester is definitely making a better and more 

attractive job of it – or perhaps town planning 

practice has just improved in the last five years!  

Cherwell certainly seems an able and go-ahead 

District Council.   

Then at the detailed level, we were struck by the 

importance of getting the relationship between 

housing, the roads, the parking and the people 

right.  Some of the newest sites seemed rather 

lifeless.  Partly that is just a matter of waiting for 

planting to mature and natural urban clutter to 

arise, but a modest level of on-street parking 

helps, and front entrances are important too.  

Even a modest echo of a front garden with a 

space that can contain potted plants or signs of 

children can help.  Contrast this with dwellings 

that front directly on to the street (see the new 

development at the bottom of our Gordon Road!) 

or alternative models where the car parking is 

round the back, encouraging people to use their 

back doors as their main entrance.  And we also 

noted that it is often the people with the good 

fortune to live on the edge of the development or 

fringing the larger recreation areas who have a 

better environment and outlook than those who 

just have a view of the town. 

Graven Hill was of course utterly different.  

However effective the guidance is in imposing 

planning coherence (and it probably is), the self-

build concept rejoices in an element of chaos 

like the planning-free London Docklands.  But 

although still only fractionally complete it 

already looks lived-in and homely in a “we’re all 

pioneers together” sort of way!  It takes a 

particularly gung-ho and can-do council to set 

up this kind of development. 

Congratulations to our officers at Wycombe 

District Council for arranging such a stimulating 

day – and for providing such illuminating notes 

which I have shamelessly poached – in places! 

Chris Woodman 

 

Edge of town location for the lucky residents of this street 

in Kingsmere! 

 

Graven Hill “self-build” – so much building underway but some already occupied! 

(All Photos in this article were supplied by Chris Woodman) 

 

Large two-storey pavilion seats 150 guests and serves 

hot food. 
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The Man Who Created Airco 

A FEW YEARS ago we were treated to a talk by David Scott and Ian Simmons about High 

Wycombe’s contribution to aviation and on 12th October they were with us again to expand on the 

life of a man who they only briefly mentioned previously: George Holt Thomas. 

Most people today, even in the aeronautics 

industry, will never have heard of George Holt 

Thomas, nor his company, the Aircraft 

Manufacturing Company commonly known as 

Airco.  However, it was said in “The Aeroplane” 

in 1917 that “No one has done more to develop 

aviation from a practical point of view than Mr 

G H Thomas”.  He lived for a time in Wooburn 

Green and later at North Dean.  Holt Thomas, 

as he was generally known, was closely 

associated with Geoffrey de Havilland and had 

factories in High Wycombe as well as many 

other places. 

David took us on an interesting trip through 

Holt Thomas’ life from his birth in Brixton in 

1870 to his death in Nice in 1929.  Originally 

from a newspaper and publishing family he 

developed a deep interest in early aviation and 

was responsible for organising the first British 

flying display in Blackpool in 1909, only six 

years after the Wright Brothers’ made the first 

recorded powered flight.  Later that year he 

also arranged flying displays at Brooklands and 

Sandown Park, both of which later becoming 

important flying centres.  Three years later 

Holt Thomas started the Aircraft 

Manufacturing Company Ltd intending to 

produce the French Farman aircraft in the UK.  

He also obtained licenses to manufacture 

“Gnome” and “Le Rhone” aero engines that had 

been developed in France and were considered 

the best available.  Unfortunately, the 

Government at the time were ignoring this 

newly developing industry and Holt Thomas 

received very little official support. 

Early in 1914 Holt Thomas obtained the 

services of Geoffrey de Havilland when they 

met at Farnborough, and de Havilland offered 

to work on aircraft designs for Airco.  This 

partnership contributed greatly to the success 

of the Royal Flying Corps and the nascent RAF 

during the First World War when Airco 

provided many very effective aircraft.  There 

were plans to build aircraft in a large new 

factory in High Wycombe but the war ended 

before the factory started production.  The 

factory site later became the homes of Broome 

and Wade and Harrisons. 

After the war British officialdom again failed to 

support the aviation industry, but despite 

attempts to develop a scheduled air service 

between London and Paris by the end of 1920 it 

was clear that the dream was over.  Airco was 

sold off and Holt Thomas retired to his farm at 

North Dean where he concentrated on raising a 

herd of prize-winning Friesian cattle.  

Holt Thomas was clearly a very far-sighted 

man devoted to the early aeronautical industry 

and what it might become.  Unfortunately, the 

Governments of the day were totally 

unimaginative and unsupportive and, as has 

happened many times since, were content to let 

other countries receive the plaudits and 

benefits. 
Malcolm Connell 

Ancient Trees 

ANCIENT TREES were on the agenda on Monday 19th November when the High Wycombe Society 

joined forces with Wycombe Wildlife Group for an evening to remember.  The guest speaker was the 

renowned founder and president of the Ancient Tree Forum, Ted Green MBE. 

Chairman of Wycombe Wildlife Group, Roger 
Wilding, initiated proceedings.  Ted Green 

knew his subject inside out and kept his 

audience entertained while gently challenging 

them with his definite views.  Recognising that 

conservation funds are finite, he drew attention 

to instances in which large sums of money had 

been spent by organisations such as English 

Heritage on preserving “piles of stones” and 

made the point that the same sum of money 

spent on natural conservation could go a long 

way. 

Drawing on his experience as Conservation 

Consultant for the Crown Estate at Windsor, 

he enthused about replanting schemes.  He 

surprised some of the audience with his views 
about forests, much preferring to see 

magnificent trees allowed to grow to their full 

potential within parkland settings.  In forests 

the same trees have to compete for resources 

and do not develop as well.  Individual trees 

cannot contribute as much to the climate as 

they can if given more room.  He therefore 

favoured planting native broad-leafed trees in 

parkland.  Our President, Stuart King helped 

manage a question and answer session and 

bring the event to a close with a Vote of 

Thanks, leaving the audience with a lingering 

thought: Without Trees, we would all be dead! 

Stuart King
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Town Centre Properties 

THE OPTIMISTIC tone of Estate Agents’ literature is the butt of many a joke, but beneath their shiny 

sales veneer, Estate Agents’ leaflets contain much factual information needed by potential purchasers.  

At our Pann Mill Open Day in September, on behalf of the Society I was delighted to take receipt of a 

collection of Auction brochures for properties in the centre of High Wycombe.  They had been acquired 

over a significant period of time: the earliest in the 1950s and the latest in the 1980s.  Taken together 

they give a potted history of significant changes in parts of the town. 

Immediately identified as of particular interest 

to Society members was a brochure for Pann 

Mill which was prepared 

for auction in 1968.  Its 

cover includes an aerial 

photograph of the mill 

buildings and the east 

end of our town.  Within 

it we learn that the 

property comprises “a 

former Water Grist Mill 

of some 4810 square 

feet floor area, adjoined 

by the Miller’s House 

and Office of 1170 

square feet with 

vehicular access from 

Easton Street on which it 

has a frontage of 240 

feet.” 

Another brochure which 

abounds with fascinating 

details relates to the 

sale of the Red Lion 

Hotel before it morphed 

into Woolworth’s. 

Archives of this sort are 

fascinating but are only 

useful if they can be 

made accessible, so I 

set about thinking how 

we might make them 

available online. 

It was a relatively straightforward task to scan 

the brochures and provide a page on our Society 

website to act as an index for them.  Please visit: 

www.highwycombesociety.org.uk/historic-

property-auction-details and see what you think. 

Unfortunately, the collection does not include 

any details specifically for No.2 the High Street, 

a property whose plight has been of interest to 

the Society for some time.  The lady who 

brought the above brochures, Mrs Ann Biggs, 

however, shared our concern for the former 

Wheatsheaf Inn (see previous Newsletters), now 

owned by WDC and leased to the 

Buckinghamshire Historic Buildings Trust 

(BHBT).  She asked if we knew about “Annie’s 

room”, a small area on the first floor of the 

property which was historically only accessible 

via ladders from the courtyard at the back.  We 

didn’t, but we were pleased to be able to put her 

in touch with our friends at BHBT who were 

equally keen to talk to 

anyone who knew about 

the property.  We were 

rewarded by an 

opportunity to visit the 

property with her.  On 

13th November, Stuart 

King, Tony Mealing and I 

visited the building.   

Readers will know that 

the condition of the 

building has been of 

concern to the Society 

for some time, so it was 

with some trepidation 

that we received 

instructions to bring 

torches for viewing the 

cellar, and to wear 

sturdy shoes for 

balancing on the joists 

where the floorboards 

had been taken up. 

For the architects in our 

party, the building 

presented a mine of 

information as they 

examined in turn the 

timbers and their joints 

along with other features 

such as the occasional 

fragment of wallpaper.  

From the huge cellar which extends under 

neighbouring properties to the surprisingly 

spacious uppermost floor, which has survived 

with the least change over the centuries, the 

building oozes with character. 

Also exploring with us was BHBT trustee Marian 

Miller, who has compiled a very thorough history 

of the building. 

We look forward to bringing you more news over 

the coming year and are hopeful that we will be 

able to offer more members and supporters the 

opportunity to view this architectural gem in the 

not-too-distant future.  The future of the building 

still hangs in the balance.   

 

Jackie Kay 

Inside the former Wheatsheaf Inn 
Above: a small plaque on the 1st floor reminded 
modern visitors of its place in the history of our town. 
Below: a glimpse of some of the timbers 
                                                       Photos: Stuart King 

http://www.highwycombesociety.org.uk/historic-property-auction-details
http://www.highwycombesociety.org.uk/historic-property-auction-details
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Society Nostalgia 

OUR THANKS are due to Roger Lawson, who identified the tree-planting occasion highlighted in the 

Autumn newsletter and sent in some related newspaper cuttings which verified the identities of 
many of the participants in the event, including himself.  In November 1986 the Society celebrated 

its coming of age by planting an Ash Tree in the grounds of Wycombe Museum.  Included in the 

picture were the WDC Chairman at the time, Cllr Len Hampton and Cllr Mrs Kathleen Peatey.  

Several members of the Society also identified Barbara Rippington, Marjorie Nash and Joan Gore.  

Ian Stone has also been in touch with a number of photographs of other anniversaries. 

Roger provided information about several later tree-plantings carried out by the Society.  Near Pann 

Mill a Red Chestnut was planted in memory of Sam Tordoff, a founder member of the Society; a 

Maple was planted in memory of Jim Cottrell, whose memory also lives on in a number of cartoons; 

and an Oak tree was planted in recognition of the public service of Kathleen Peatey. 

We seem to be missing something! 

WELL, the waterwheel at Pann Mill is. 

If you go to the Mill in the near future you will find that the wheel is devoid of buckets.  They have 

been removed so that the frames can be painted and prepared for installing the new ones.  Some of 

the old buckets were worn so thin that they were easy to carry.  No, I hadn’t been on the Irish stout 

for those who remember the old adverts. 

The new buckets have now been returned to us 

having been galvanised and are waiting to be 

painted.  To do this efficiently we want to lay out a 

number of buckets on the lawn where there is 

room to get round them easily.  Unfortunately, the 

wind and rain at this time of year does not help so 

we have to do it in the shed, which takes somewhat 

longer.  Consequently, the wheel will stay in its 

naked glory for a while yet.  Maybe we will consider 
a large party tent to work in.  There are 48 buckets 

to be painted so if anyone would like a little 

relaxing therapy on the mornings of the first and 

third Sundays of a month then you would be 

welcome to join us.  

Those of you who have been round High Wycombe 

for some years may remember that this is not the first time that the waterwheel has flaunted itself.  

In 1988 the buckets were removed so that the wheel could be cleaned and painted.  At that time the 

frame was shot-blasted to remove many decades of corrosion, paint and other stuff, but none of the 

current Mill Team expect to ever be doing that again.  Indeed, once the new buckets have been 

installed we do not expect to have to touch them again for many years.  

Malcolm Connell 

Spot the difference

1988 2018 

My Goodness, my … 
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Wycombe Abbey – Return Visits 

SUCCESSFUL AS IT WAS, the Society’s Golden Anniversary event in the Summer, for some of our 

members at least, kindled an appetite to spend longer exploring and learning about particular features 

of Wycombe Abbey and its grounds.  We are very grateful to the staff at Wycombe Abbey who have 

since enabled two quite different return visits for Society members: the first was for me to see at close 

quarters the hatchments held in storage at the school; the second was for those who particularly 

wanted to take a longer walk and to visit Daws Hill House. 

The first invitation arose from the detailed 

research I undertook on the hatchments in the 

ceiling of Big School and my questioning the 

absence of a number of hatchments known to 

have previously been hung in the hall.  At the 

end of August, I was invited to examine the 

“missing” hatchments which have been in 

storage for some time.  Several of the 

hatchments had undergone some restoration 

work but I was particularly pleased to see the 

hatchment of the first Marquis of Lansdowne. 

The second visit was arranged by Willie Reid for 

those who particularly wanted to take a longer 

walk through the grounds and to visit Daws Hill 

House.  This had to be deferred until half-term.  

On Wednesday 24th October nine members of 

the Society took advantage of the opportunity.  

We were welcomed by the new Commercial 

Manager, Clare Brazier. 

The third Lord Carrington moved to Daws Hill 

House with his family when Wycombe Abbey 

School was founded and it contains many 

interesting features, some of which came from 

other properties. 

The walk through the grounds also presented 

several points of interest.  Willie came armed 

with maps to help identify the course of the old 

road to Marlow.  One of our party was inspired 

enough to try to locate the exact spot from 

which William Turner painted the view which is 

in the Tate Gallery. 

We were also interested to see the entrance to 

the Ice House and the Pinetrees memorial.  The 

Bunker was off limits, but we note with interest, 

that English Heritage have recently advertised a 

visit to it. 

Jackie Kay 
 

Stained Glass Souvenirs 

HIGH WYCOMBE is fortunate to have many interesting examples of Stained Glass, both at All Saints’ 

church in the centre of town and at various other locations.  Long standing members of the Society will 

remember the project in 2011 which marked the centenary of the stained glass in the Oak Room.  The 

Society has recently published a couple of souvenir leaflets to draw attention to two other windows of 

topical interest in 2018: the first relates to the Dove Window in All Saints’ church; the second to the 

WWI memorial window on the old staircase at the Guildhall. 

The Dove Window leaflets proved a hit with 

participants on a Suffrage Walk led by Willie 

Reid on Monday 19th November.  An orchestral 

rehearsal was taking place in All Saints’ which 

prevented the party from examining the window 

at the time, but several said they would return to 

look at it. 

The intention with the WWI memorial window 

leaflet is to make a small supply available to 

WDC to place near the location of the window on 

the guildhall staircase. 

I am also giving some thought to providing 

downloadable versions on our website and 

display versions. 

Jackie Kay 

. 
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Footpaths - Find Them or Lose Them 

NOW THAT the weather has taken a wintry turn, effort has been directed towards consolidating the 

notes and observations made on our walks earlier in the year and determining appropriate actions.  

Regular readers may remember that the purpose of the “Footpaths project” as it has become known is 

to identify any currently understood Rights of Way which are at risk of being lost if they are not 

correctly shown on the Definitive Map. 

To date we have identified four anomalies in 

need of further investigation.  On Thursday 29th 

November, I was invited to join a meeting with 

Elaine Jewell (Head of Community Services) and 

Andy Sherwood at WDC in which we asked if 

WDC could take the appropriate action to get the 

paths recorded. 

Two of these would seem to be straightforward 

and non-controversial omissions.  They are 

across land where WDC is the undisputed 

landowner and the simplest solution would be 

for WDC to apply for their inclusion on the 

Definitive Map as the landowner. 

The other two cases are a little more 

complicated.  In the first, there is some 

uncertainty about the exact boundaries of land 

ownership and there is some confusing related 

signage.  WDC have offered to help us determine 

the current status. 

The fourth instance concerns a footpath which 

has been blocked at one end preventing people 

accessing it.  The onus will be on us to prove the 

extent of the Right of Way.  This may lead to us 

making an application for an additional link to 

be added to the Definitive map. 

Val Hinkins 

ANTAS – the final chapter 

THERE WAS a sombre mood on Saturday 13th October as delegates from Civic Societies across the 

region gathered in Aylesbury for a final AGM in the name of ANTAS – the Association for North Thames 

Amenity Societies.  A motion calling for ANTAS to be wound up had been circulated prior to the 

meeting and those unable to attend in person had been solicited for their opinions in advance.

Readers may remember that the organisation 

received a stay of execution two years ago, when 

the constitution was changed to reflect a more 

realistic outlook, but this time the prevailing 

opinion was that the organisation had run its 

natural course.  Much as many of the delegates 

appreciated the opportunity to meet with their 

peers, it was no longer possible to find 

volunteers to serve on the governing body to 

function in accordance with its constitution.  

Several delegates spoke quite eloquently about 

the reason for ANTAS’ formation and its past 

achievements.  The formal motion to wind up 

the organisation was passed with no opposition. 

It was, however, agreed that the ANTAS website 

would remain functional for a period of two 

years to enable access to its archives.  The 

current committee would continue to serve to 

effect the winding up of the association. 

With the cessation of ANTAS, our Society’s 

remaining link with Civic Voice is also now 

severed.  Tony Fooks addressed the meeting and 

explained that it would be up to each Society to 

determine their ongoing relationship with the 

national organisation. 

John Shaw from Chiltern Rangers had been 

invited as a guest speaker to the event and gave 

a lively and interesting account of Chiltern 

Rangers’ activities as a combined conservation 

organisation and social enterprise. 

Jackie Kay 

Scene at Bicester on the Quality Counts! Tour (see p8)                                                        Photo: Chris Woodman 
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Clarsach’s Christmas Challenge 
Note: if you get stuck, a message in the shaded squares may offer some assistance 

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27

28 29

30 31

32 33

 
 

Across 

 1 Rum rate adjusted in error? (7) 

 5 Six legged animals divided by belief (7) 

 9 Oriental gold may be moved to board here (5) 

 10 Destination of well-earned voyage for seasonal 

donor? (5,4) 

 11 Map left in ceramic jar (4) 

 12 Burnt vegetable? (5) 

 13 Initially two owls fill up on bean curd (4) 

 16 Final page in future work on-line (8) 

 17 Step back for favourites? (4) 

 20 Military alliance turns around this (4) 

 21 Man pares churned cheese (8) 

 25 Fat duck - Not bad! (4) 

 26 Train carriage (5) 

 27 Summit starts to follow up Japanese initiative (4) 

 30 Free regulars in Latvia will gambol yet (9) 

 31 A French bed hidden in the dark (5) 

 32 Hold budget around the States (7) 

 33 Thicken stew here (7) 
 

Down 

 1 Hidden, under cover CID sleep out (8) 

 2 Doctor owed nothing about this giant tree (7) 

 3 Those people seen in both eyes (4) 

 4 Play chimes if up to this? (8) 

 5 In middle of bright snow rarely send one to Coventry 

(6) 

 6 Flash amber to conceal fake (4) 

 7 Cosy bar mixes dangerous cocktail in these? (7) 

 8 Measure and prepare walls for papering? (4,2) 

 14 Ruler found in California - a long way from home 

(5) 

 15 Conditions found with these in parts of the school 

year? (5) 

 18 PR lackey fiddled post accounting for salaries (3,5) 

 19 Lonesome camper, short of time, gives only 10% 

(3,2,3) 

 20 Away, Sir!  Prepared to soar through these (7) 

 22 Crush what Spanish left behind in school? (7) 

 23 Proposes nothing in low-heeled shoes (6) 

 24 Jeer turned into a small amount of sympathy (3,3) 

 28 Impish delight in unaccompanied air (4) 

 29 Clean and deposit to be cleared away (4) 
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr and Mrs W Dorricott 

Mr Ashwin Patel 

Mrs Stephanie Johnson 

Mr Tim Smithson 

Ms Julia Goddard 

Mr Simon Robertson 

Obituaries 
We regret to inform members of the deaths of: 

Mr R.E. Morcom 

Mrs S Chamberlin 
 
 

 

A reminder from BCC - Whilst the roadworks 

continue in Queen Victoria Road and Easton St, 

the Park and Ride service is free to use during 

the week (and now on Saturdays in December). 

 

Our programme for 2019 kicks off on 23rd 

January 2019 when, following the success of last 

year’s event, we have invited Mike Dewey back to 

speak to us in the afternoon.  Mike says he will 

take us on a journey to some of the lesser known 

grand houses of South Bucks and tell us about 

the interesting people who have occupied them 

over the years. 

 

Our Thanks to Mick Lewis for suggesting a group 

visit to the National War Graves Commission 

H.Q. at Maidenhead.  Arrangements are in hand 

for this to go ahead in March. 

In May 2019, films can be expected to feature 

prominently in our contribution to the Wycombe 

Arts Festival.  Date(s) of events are yet to be 

determined. 

Our thanks to Dave Scott for suggesting a  

Behind-the-Scenes visit to the Energy from Waste 

plant near Bicester.  We hope to be able to give 

further details of this visit in the Spring 

newsletter. 

 

There’s just room to say Thank You to the many 

members who renewed their subscriptions in 

response to last quarter’s appeal.  Please be 

aware that if you have not renewed your 

subscription or given us explicit consent to 

contact you, we will be removing your contact 

details from our newsletter distribution list. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Contributions Please. 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th February 2019 

You can also get in touch with the Editorial 

Team via the Society’s facebook page. 

 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2019  

Wednesday 23rd January 

2 p.m. The Riverside 

Talk by Mike Dewey entitled “Lesser Known Grand Houses of South 

Bucks” 

March 

Date to be determined 

Visit to the National War Graves Commission HQ at Maidenhead. 

Sunday 12th May Pann Mill Open Day – to coincide with National Mills Weekend. 

Thursday 27th June 

9 a.m. departure 

Visit to Leighton Buzzard Light Railway (see p7) 

Sunday 14th July – 

Provisional date only - to be 

confirmed 

Pann Mill Open Day 

Sunday 15th September Pann Mill Open Day – to coincide with Heritage Open Days 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 

mailto:newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk

