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Help needed at the Helm! 
AT OUR AGM, now set for 14th June 2019, I shall be standing 

down as Society Chairman after six years of service in the role. 

The search is on, therefore, for a successor to take over at the 

helm and steer our Society’s path into the future. 

Please think about this for a moment!  If you do not want to 

stand yourself, then perhaps there is someone you might like to 

nominate to do so.  Why not ask them if they are interested?  

They might not have thought about it. 

The ship is in good shape, the membership is buoyant and much 

of the work of the Society either falls within defined projects or is 

already delegated to established groups, so the role of Society 

Chairman is not as onerous or daunting as it might at first 

appear.  A lot of the responsibility is also shared collectively by “the Trustees”. 

I cannot claim the way ahead looks calm; but then who wants to be in the doldrums?  There are 

changes on the horizon that will affect us all, and we are moving into uncharted waters.  Change 

can bring opportunities.  At a local level, campaigners for Town and Parish councils have recently 

triggered Community Governance Reviews which must proceed on the same timescale as 

arrangements to transition from our Councils as we know them to a single Unitary Authority – the 

Buckinghamshire Council – with its first elections in 2020. 

Like most voluntary organisations, we are continually on the lookout for more volunteers to 

sustain our activities.  Malcolm Connell has temporarily taken over the duty of maintaining our 

membership records, but we are already on the lookout for his successor in that role.  Eileen 

Walters is still actively involved in running our programme of events, but from a distance, and 

needs more local helpers.  If you have a view on what events we should be organising including 

talks, outings and open days, perhaps you would like to be our next 

Events Manager? Or Volunteer Co-ordinator? 

In case anyone is wondering, I still hope to continue as Editor of this 

Newsletter for some time yet – and there are lots of heritage-related 

things I’d like to write about too.  Malcolm (my unsung Deputy Editor) 

and I were astonished when we realised recently this would be our 

30th edition!  I hope you enjoy it – and look forward to seeing many of 

you at Pann Mill in May. 

Jackie Kay 
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Planning This Quarter 

A GREAT DEAL of effort this quarter was given to our campaign to de-culvert the River Wye, with letters 

to the local press, regular posts on social media (Facebook and the Bucks Free Press’s web pages) 

and even on the radio, with two interviews on Wycombe Sound.  Then, in February, we received the 

Inspector’s 167 pages of “Main Modifications” to the Local Plan for which the Public Examination 

ended in September.  These modifications are “mandatory” on the Council and will be incorporated in 

their final Plan, but before that, there is an opportunity to challenge the modifications themselves, 

which involves a great deal of analysis.  And finally, Andrew Taylor, our very able Group Chairman of 

the past few years, handed over the reins of his office to his successor at the end of February. 

De-culverting  The Society supports bringing the 

waterways of the town back to the surface, 

particularly at present, the River Wye along the 

Oxford Road in front of Sainsbury’s, where the 

suggested scheme, as we have repeatedly had to 

make clear to many people, does not require 

removal of the Abbey Way flyover or impede the 

operation of the Oxford Road roundabout.  The 

graphics at the foot of this page show the 

remarkable way de-culverting could uplift that 

part of our town.  The graphics have been used 

on our website and our campaign has resulted in 

copious exchanges on Facebook.  After receiving 

the proposal in December, the WDC Cabinet are 

now awaiting a full report from their portfolio-

holder for Planning, Cllr David Johncock.  We 

know that every opinion expressed can help and 

we encourage all readers to make their views 

known by writing to, or emailing, the 10 

members of the WDC Cabinet.  (Google 

“Wycombe District Council Cabinet” for the 

addresses.)  Facebook users are encouraged to 

make their “friends” do so too. 

Frogmoor Some time ago, Dandara Homes 

bought The Chilterns Centre, for redevelopment 

for flats.  We have heard that they may now be 

seeking possession from the remaining business 

tenants before proceeding.  We hope that their 

involvement will help towards the long-overdue 

improvement of Frogmoor.  With or without a 

replacement fountain, almost any progress 

would be good news. 

Meanwhile, we understand that the new 

manager of HWBidCo Ltd (the Business 

Improvement District Company), Melanie 

Williams, is tackling the problem of anti-social 

elements who have been allowed to blight this 

public space recently.  Melanie is well-versed in 

her role, having previously been High Wycombe's 

Town Centre Manager, before HWBiDCo came 

into existence, overseen by the commercial 

interests in the town centre and with bigger 

budgets for events.  Stories have emerged in the 

Bucks Free Press that her Town Ranger is 

moving people on who are begging in the 

streets, sometimes aggressively.  Whilst this is 

controversial, it is part of a joint initiative 

between WDC, HWBiDCo, Wycombe Homeless 

Connection, the police and One Recovery Bucks 

to tackle an issue that prevents many from 

coming to enjoy our town centre. 

Reserve Housing Sites The planning application 

for the Abbey Barn South reserve site has now 

effectively been approved.  The Group continued 

to object (as did the developers themselves and 

some councillors) to the proposal that the 

commercial element of this development take 

the form of storage and distribution rather than, 

for example, a care facility, which could employ 

as many people and would be environmentally 

more satisfactory.  We were disappointed and 

indeed, surprised, that one of the arguments 

used in the Planning Committee to oppose 

another Extracare facility was that “care homes” 

go against Care Quality Commission guidance 

which says that older people thrive best when 

they remain in their own homes as long as 

possible.  In reality ExtraCare build “Retirement 

Villages”, like the one at Hughenden Gardens, 

whose main selling point is that, by providing 

appropriate help and support, they enable 

people to stay in their own homes as long as 

possible, quite the opposite of what was being 

said.  People in responsible positions must have 

known this – why did they not correct the 

debate? 

Meanwhile, an outline planning application has 

at last been submitted for the Gomm Valley 
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development, now to be known as “Little 

Haldens”.  In the view of some Group members, 

this was the most beautiful of the reserve sites, 

and its development will perhaps be the most-

lamented.  The work done by the developer’s 

designers to create something that makes the 

most of the special environment is impressive, 

but they are proposing to put as many as 1000 

dwellings (rather than the previously envisaged 

400) on the site and, in the ruling of the Local 

Plan Inspector, such numbers may be 

achievable if a “high quality and bespoke 

architectural response is adopted”.  But the 

increased number of dwellings is bound to place 

a greater strain on the infrastructure required to 

support it. 

Bassetsbury Triangle – Park Home site On 12th 

December, the Wycombe District Council 

Planning Committee declared itself “minded to” 

grant Planning Permission for the former 

allotments to be developed into a Park Home 

site, despite objections from many, including the 

Society, and, unfortunately, without a proposed 

condition that residents be over 50.  Subject to 

any further objections based on the Local Plan 

Inspector’s rulings, once other conditions have 

been agreed, the development will be carried 

out; and this will now include work to the old 

railway bed between Bassetsbury Lane and 

London Road for its regular use by pedestrians 

and cyclists. 

Big and small A word of clarification about the 

Group’s work in screening, and objecting to, the 

planning applications that we receive every 

week: the Group can object, on behalf of the 

Society, to any inappropriate development, 

whoever it is proposed by and whatever its size.  

The criterion is the same, namely, whether the 

proposal accords with a well-planned town and 

its environment, although we do have to ration 

our resources, only becoming involved in 

“householder applications” where these involve 

important matters of principle. 

A recent example of an unusual development 

which we decided was appropriate, is a proposal 

for a building on the Desborough Road car park.  

With five-storeys providing 58 residential units 

(subject to planning permission) it is intended to 

provide temporary accommodation for those in 

need, and in so doing it will replace a building 

currently used for this purpose out at 

Saunderton.  Details of this proposed 

development are on the WDC website along with 

other plans for the ‘Desborough Area renewal’. 

Air Quality (or lack of it!)  Our colleagues in the 

Transport Group took part in a recent 

consultation by WDC on their new Air Quality 

Strategy intended to tackle the damage that 

pollution causes to the health of townspeople.  

From the planning point of view, we were 

pleased to see that certain developments will 

now be required to include electric vehicle 

charging points.  It’s the future! 

Heritage The Society's “Mills” information 

board, on Paul's Row, has survived, unscathed, 

so far and has encouraged Andrew Taylor to 

propose others, the first of which would be in 

Church Street, about the public house which 

once nearly blocked the road there and possibly 

also the building opposite which now houses 

another establishment, The Mad Squirrel! 

The Listed Brunel Train Shed On 12th 

December, the WDC Cabinet agreed to effect a 

Compulsory Purchase of this important part of 

our heritage, with a view to allowing 

regeneration and the creation of a new “Station 

Square” 

ANTAS, the Association for North Thames 

Amenity Societies, is now no more.  The High 

Wycombe Society received a payment of £63.15 

in the final distribution of ANTAS funds to 

former members. 

May I end this quarter's offering with some 

words of praise for Group members who have 

rendered exceptional service.  First, Chris 

Woodman, far from “disengaging” as he has 

surely earned the right to do, has been busier 

than ever, particularly in driving forwards de-

culverting and keeping a close eye on the 

controversial town centre roadworks (the 

“Master Plan”).  He is also taking a keen 

personal interest in the structural changes to 

local government.  Second, Heather Morley, 

despite many other community commitments, 

has been helping Chris with the de-culverting 

campaign as well as continuing to press for 

improvements to the Town Centre.  She has also 

agreed to take over as our Chairman from 

Andrew Taylor, who is my third candidate for 

special mention.  We will miss his steady hand 

as he and his wife, from Japan, “go travelling”.  

To all those members, our thanks. 

To any readers interested in Planning, qualified 

or not, please speak to Heather or Chris about 

attending our good-natured meetings, once a 

month, and sharing the workload. 

Tony Hatton 

Chris Woodman being interviewed by Mick Lewis at 
Wycombe Sound - with Paul Harrod in the background. 

Photo Luke Davis 
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PROPONENTS OF a High Wycombe Town Council have been collecting signatures on a petition which 

calls on WDC to conduct a Community Governance Review (CGR) with a view to achieving their aim: a 

directly elected council and town mayor with the same powers as those granted to Marlow, Princes 

Risborough and Aylesbury town councils.  Meanwhile, separate petitions from residents in the areas of 

Micklefield, Totteridge and Terriers, and most recently Sands, have also been presented to WDC 

calling for CGRs to establish smaller parish councils in their areas. 

 

Against a backdrop of uncertainty of how the “unparished areas” would fare under the new unitary 

Buckinghamshire Council, campaigners for a Town Council have told us what they hope to achieve, 

why they consider it important and their fears if they are not successful (see below).  The Editor would 

like to hear what readers think. 

The Case for a Town Council in High Wycombe

THE STRUGGLE to create a town council in High 

Wycombe is vital to every resident who cherishes 

democracy and the right to a say in their own 

local affairs.  If a town council is not created, 

High Wycombe will be left without an effective 

voice.  It will have no focal point to rally around 

if, say, one day there are again plans to build a 

road across The Rye. 

This town will have no effective official local 

forum to stand up for residents.  Say if someone 

wanted to put a new incinerator or nuclear waste 

plant in Bucks - where do you think it would go? 

High Wycombe? – or in one of the many areas 

which do have town and parish councils to fight 

their corner?  Extreme examples perhaps but it’s 

our fear that the democratic deficit will leave 

High Wycombe as the dumping ground for 

Bucks. 

To put it into context, there are almost 170 

parish and town councils in this county.  As well 

as injecting pride into their areas, they provide 

an essential protection for their residents as 

official bodies to be consulted upon in local 

affairs.  Their existence is needed now more 

than ever since it was agreed that all district 

councils and the county council should be 

replaced by one massive unitary authority. 

This new authority, based probably in Aylesbury, 

will mean an end to Wycombe District Council.  

Marlow, Amersham, Chesham, Aylesbury, and 

Beaconsfield will, however, still retain their town 

councils which will be able to feed into this giant 

new authority.  But, for some reason, the 

powers-that-be in the Wycombe District do not 

believe we need the same. 

A High Wycombe Town Council has been 

deemed too bureaucratic, expensive and 

unnecessary.  So, if that’s the case, why not 

scrap every other parish-body in Bucks and save 

millions?  We will tell you why – because it would 

create an outcry among the villages and 

parishes who couldn’t stand to lose their 

democratic voice.  So, all High Wycombe wants 

is parity.  We don’t want to be frozen out while 

the other areas lobby and chivvy for position. 

We also don’t believe it costs more because it is 

possible for a High Wycombe Town Council to 

make more efficient use of the funds previously 

managed by WDC on behalf of the town.  A town 

council could maintain the same precept levels 

and deliver more than the current arrangements, 

plus have access to CIL (Community 

Infrastructure Levy) funds, grants and loans 

currently not available. 

Meanwhile, one of the other fears is that the 

absence of a town council will rob High 

Wycombe of its ancient mayoralty.  The office of 

mayor is currently run out of WDC by a group of 

councillors called the Charter Trustees.  When 

WDC dies, so may the mayoralty unless 

something drastic is done.  A town council would 

be the solution. 

A town council would also restore much-needed 

pride to High Wycombe because we would have 

an official body concentrating on just this one 

town rather than sharing resources with Marlow 

and Risborough etc. 

Don’t forget, the High Wycombe Society 

basically came about because a man called Jack 

Scruton cared enough to fight to save The Rye 

from an inner relief road in the 1960s.  Where, 

though, were the Jack Scrutons of the day in the 

early 2000s when the NHS took away key 

services from Wycombe Hospital? 

Maybe a town council could have saved NHS 

services, maybe it couldn’t?  But the point is that 

without this democratically-elected body, we 

stand so much less of a chance of protecting our 

town.  No one would have believed A&E would be 

lost to High Wycombe, or that someone would 

try to build a road across our Rye.  So what hell 

is next to be unleashed?  No one knows – but 

without a town council to watch over us and fight 

for our rights, our future is so much more 

frightening. 

Written by Steve Cohen,  
Contributions from Trevor Snaith, Cllr Khalil 

Ahmed, Nigel Vickery, Frances Alexander  
- Past Mayors of High Wycombe 
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Will it work or won’t it? 
WE ALL MUST be aware of the current roadworks to turn traffic in Queen Victoria Road (in front of the 

WDC offices) into two-way.  This is said to shorten many peak time journeys, and it certainly would 

shorten the mileage going from, say, the station, and proceeding west over the flyover or south up 

Marlow Hill, instead of going around the Law courts. 

The published plans show only one lane exiting 

from the “magic roundabout” then widening to 

two lanes going north, the right-hand lane to go 

straight up Amersham Hill, the left one going 

into the High Street OR merging with the one to 

its right going up Crendon Street.  Is this 

another “merge in turn” situation like the 

unpopular one coming out of the Retail Park? 

This seems a bit fraught.  Crendon Street isn’t 

particularly wide here. 

At the end of the day, the success or not of this 

scheme, will depend on clearing the traffic going 

up Amersham Hill.  This is subject to the 

replacement traffic lights at the High Street 

junction, and the phasing of the lights at the 

Station exit and the pedestrian lights above the 

junction with Totteridge Road.  If not, the 

increased load on the mini roundabout at the 

south end of Queen Victoria Road will clog up 

the magic roundabout.  We hope these new 

lights will be carefully programmed, and not 

subject to the limitations of many of the existing 

lights, where after a power disturbance, they 

default to a basic setting which usually results in 

severe delays until somebody notices, and they 

get reset. 

These works are part of the Town Centre master 

plan that will also include the new route to the 

magic roundabout from Oxford Road through the 

gasworks site and Suffield Road.  We shan’t get 

the benefit of this until the gasworks link is built.  

The acid test will come if the flyover is closed, 

since traffic modelling shows this makes 

congestion “slightly” worse.  Not sure we want 

anything worse! 

Nigel Phillips 

Buzzrail (Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway) 
27th June 2019 - £20 per person 

DETAILED PLANS are now in place for our Joint Day Out involving members of Instron, Marks & 

Spencer, John Lewis, and Sainsbury’s Retired Clubs with the High Wycombe Society.  Reserve your 

place now to avoid disappointment. 

Travel Arrangements 
9 am Heyfordian Coach pick up at the Swan 

Theatre, or 9.15 am outside Waitrose behind the 

Handy Cross Hub Park & Ride (Use the P&R car 

park for free – not the Waitrose Car Park).  

Arrival 10 - 10.15 am at Page’s Park. 

10.30 Train departs Page’s Park. 

10.55 Train arrives Stonehenge Works (nowhere 

near Salisbury Plain!).  The Craft Shop will be 

open for sale of crafts and hot and cold drinks. 

10.55 – 11.55 Visit Stonehenge Works outside 

display and museum. 

11.55 Train departs Stonehenge Works.  Guide 

available. 

12.20 Train arrives Page’s Park. 

12.20 – 12.40 Guided tour of Engine Shed 

Display. 

12.45 Coach transfer to central Leighton 

Buzzard. 

14.30 Assemble at Market Cross, High Street for 

a walk around the town seeing the more 

interesting buildings guided by the Leighton 

Buzzard Archaeological and History Society. 

16.00 Coach leaves for the return journey 

Payment Arrangements 
Cost £20 per person by cash or cheque* to Colin 

Hingston (Phone: 0771 810 3603 or   

E-mail: colinehingston@aol.com by 3rd June, 

though please note all places may be taken well 

before this date.  Numbers are limited by train 

capacity. 

*Cheques should be made payable to “Instron 

Retirement Club”. 

Colin Hingston 
 

 

mailto:colinehingston@aol.com
mailto:colinehingston@aol.com
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Inside the Bunker 

SINCE MOVING to High Wycombe from west London in 2009 I’ve enjoyed getting to know my new 

town.  In the past, there were two things that drew me to High Wycombe: one was the Nag’s Head, 

where I came to see bands in my late teens; and the other was being dragged along to CND marches 

by my mother as a young lad.  However, despite being on a peace march and visiting the Peace 

Camp, there were some things far more exciting to my ten-year-old mind: tall fences, topped with 

coils of razor-sharp barbed wire; and beyond them, machine-gun-toting American soldiers; Muscle 

cars (like I’d seen on Dukes of Hazard); a baseball diamond; guard dogs and military vehicles!  All of 

them forbidden and tantalisingly out of reach. 

Many years later, as a resident of High 

Wycombe and regular dog walker in Keep Hill 

Woods, I watched with some dismay as the 

military buildings I remembered were torn 

down to build new housing.  But, I reasoned, 

surely the use of the land for family housing is 

a more positive use than as a part of the 

machinery of war and must be for the common 

good?  I must confess, that when I saw they 

had named the new development “Pine Trees” I 

felt a stab of irritation.  What an inappropriate 

name!  It’s nestled in a Beech woodland after 

all!  Had some market research focus-group 
decided that Pine Trees would be a suitably 

generic name to resonate with their particular 

demographic? 

I wanted to find out more about the base and 

its history, so I spent a little time online, and 

that is where I came across mention of the 

Nuclear Bunker, that it was a protected 

building and still extant.  That rekindled my 

childhood memories of this secretive place.  

Within a few minutes I determined that, one 

day, by hook or by crook, I would get inside it 

and see it for myself.  Well, three years later, 

on the 23rd March 2018 I did just that; I 

managed to attend a tour of the WW2 bunker 
arranged by Subterranea Britannica.  And one 

of the first things I discovered, its Codename?  

None other than, “Pine Trees”. 

The forbidding appearance of the vehicular entrance to 
the bunker surroundings today. 

The bunker is spread over three floors and 
built in to the hill behind Wycombe Abbey 

School, so that the construction is staggered, 

with each of the upper floors offset from the 

one immediately below.  It goes back a fair way 

into the hill, with the largest space at the 

bottom, getting marginally smaller as it goes 

up.  The bottom layer was originally an empty 

void of steel lined concrete, at a width of more 

than six feet in places.  Its war-time purpose 

was as an air traffic command centre for the 

US Army Air Force.  The middle storey included 

a plotting room, and the upper storey had a 

window down on to the map table below. 

It had a few other uses post-war before its 

major refit in the 1980s.  This saw the building 

repurposed with a CBRN (Chemical, Biological, 

Radiological and Nuclear) facility designation 

and that meant that the building needed to be 

able to be air-sealed for many weeks at a time 

and function completely independently from 

the outside world. 

Repurposed in the 1980s the air pressure within the 
bunker was monitored. 

A large underground generator and diesel tank 

were built next to the bunker, making the most 

physically obvious building in the compound.  

There are large blast doors and air intakes and 

exhausts on the top.  Massive power 

distribution and batteries were built in the 

bunker’s void to manage this power.  These 

were lowered in to the bunker from the top 

entrance via the winch house and the 
interconnecting hydraulic hatches.  The void 

was packed with electrical, water, waste water 

and air processing plant.  The requirements of 

the air-conditioning far exceeded normal 

specifications of an office air-conditioner and 

that is evident in the quantity of equipment 

and pipe work; everything made at the highest 

possible engineering specification and some 

looking brand new still and ready to go back in 

to service! 
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Although much of the equipment has been removed from 
the bunker, control panels remain. 

Room after room of equipment, control panels 

and pipe work fill the lower floors and crawl 
spaces, whereas the higher floors are now 

empty and resemble dilapidated office spaces.  

Electrical panels and cooling vents give clues to 

the tactical technology that would once have 

been working here but have long since been 

spirited away in secrecy. 

When “Top Secret” is not secure enough! 

Cryptic messages and warning signs provide 

evidence of the level of secrecy that was once 

deployed here in the cold war.  Despite already 

being deep inside a top security US base and 

then in an even higher security compound and 

ultimately in a completely secure bunker - 

there were rooms that still needed further 

clearance to enter!  One room was designated 

SCIF (Secure Compartmentalised Intelligence 

Facility) which Wikipedia claims is higher than 

Top Secret, if that is not an oxymoron. 

To enter the bunker from the bottom floor 
there are two entrances.  These are via 

innocuous looking neighbouring concrete 

portals at the bottom of short passages.  One of 

these is designated as a ‘dirty’ entrance and 

goes via a decontamination unit.  Here you will 

find showers, a chute for contaminated 

clothing and a worrying radio link by a secure 

door, where you may find you have to negotiate 

your way back in to the bunker!   

The ten-year-old me, who is still thriving it 

would appear, found having access to this time 

capsule of recently secret history, thoroughly 

enthralling, and I am delighted to have had the 

opportunity to explore the site.  It is very hard 
not to come away impressed at the engineering 

and the ambition and execution of something 

that would have been so critical had the cold 

war gone hot.  It’s with some relief that such a 

facility is now just a protected building and no 

longer needed in active service. 

Ed Silvester 

 

Save Our Films Archive (SOFA) update. 

MOST READERS will already be aware of the large number of cans containing reels of 16mm film of 

Wycombe now in the safe guardianship of our Society, and of our plans to preserve this local heritage 

for the future.  Hopefully you are also aware of our efforts to raise funds to this end.  There is a 

justgiving campaign set up at www.justgiving.com/campaign/SaveOurFilmArchive.  Our Treasurer is 

also happy to receive donations by more traditional means e.g. cheque made payable to “High 

Wycombe Society – Save Our Film Archive” 

We have received some generous donations, 

both from members and from other local folk 

who just care about our town and its history.  

Wycombe District Council have also recognised 

the value of the films and awarded us a grant of 

£1,500, an echo of the far-sighted financial 

support previously given to the High Wycombe 

Film Society to make some of the films. 

We have raised sufficient funds to begin the 

process of digitizing (14 reels to date), not 

always an easy process due to the condition of 

the material but APG Video of Hazlemere are 

doing a great job.  Sometimes we know the 

content/subject of the film; on other occasions 

we have enjoyed some delightful surprises 

including Bertram Mills circus on the Rye, 

coverage of the Annual Wycombe Show, long 

forgotten Wycombe Wanderers Games at Loakes 

park, Royal visits, dog racing and air shows at 

Booker. 

The Society owes it to the town and district to 

preserve this rich visual heritage.  It is a 

fantastic record of some of our local inhabitants 

who are often unknowingly the real stars.  In the 

coming months there will be several 

opportunities to attend showings of some of 

these films including an evening contribution to 

the Wycombe Arts Festival on Friday 17th May. 

Stuart King 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/SaveOurFilmArchive
http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/SaveOurFilmArchive
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Some Lesser-known Things 
QUESTION: What do the singer Ozzy Osbourne, King Zog of Albania, Field Marshall Sir George 

Nugent and Sir Philip Rose (long-time friend and solicitor of Benjamin Disraeli) all have in common? 

Need some more clues?   

How about a tin of golden syrup, a cedar tree planted at the time of the Crusades, a Lexmark 

printer and a car called “the White Mouse”?  

Still baffled? 

ANSWER: they all featured in Mike Dewey’s talk to the Society on 23rd January 2019!

The unifying theme and title of Mike’s talk was 

“The lesser-known grand houses of South 

Bucks - and their residents”, which he 

illustrated with details from the histories of 

four such places: Beel House near Little 

Chalfont; Parmoor House in Frieth; Westthorpe 

House in Little Marlow; and the Rayner’s estate 

in Penn. 

 

Beel House near Little Chalfont 

Beel House, we were told, was once home to 

Abram Arthur Lyle, who in 1883 created the 

Lyle’s Golden Syrup brand (now in the 

Guinness Book of Records as the most long-

standing unchanged brand) with a logo that 

depicting a scene from the biblical story of 

Samson in which a dead lion carcass is 

inhabited by bees.  The house has 

accommodated many famous residents since 
then including the actor Dirk Bogarde, the TV 

presenter and politician Robert Kilroy-Silk and 

the singer Ozzy Osbourne. 

 

Parmoor House in Frieth 

King Zog of Albania, his Hungarian wife 

Geraldine and son prince Leka lived at 

Parmoor House from 1941 to 1946.  Prior to 

that the house had a long association with the 

Cripps family.  Charles Alfred Cripps QC was 

the first to become Lord Parmoor.  As a 

politician after the Great War, he was 

instrumental in setting up the League of 

Nations.  Among the many visitors to Parmoor 

House during his time were the founder of the 

boy scout movement Lord Baden Powell, the 

physicist Albert Einstein, the Emperor of 

Ethiopia Haile Selassie, the first Prime Minister 

of India Jawaharlal Nehru with his daughter 

Indira, and of course family members including 

a young Stafford, who would make his mark as 
post-war Chancellor of the Exchequer Sir 

Stafford Cripps.  The house later became home 

to the Community of St Katherine of Alexandria 

and is now home to the Sue Ryder Prayer 

Fellowship.  In the grounds is an ancient cedar 

tree, said to date from the time of the 

Crusades. 

 

Westthorpe House in Little Marlow                
Photo by Knight Frank     http://www.knightfrank.co.uk/ 

The grounds of Westthorpe House, once home 

to Field Marshal Sir George Nugent, are 

believed to have been used as a Prisoner of War 

camp during the second world war.  The house 

itself took on a new lease of life in modern 

times when it was converted to be used as 
commercial premises and became the UK 

Headquarters of Lexmark International Inc. 

The Rayner’s Estate was formed from two 

farming estates.  Its first and most famous 

resident was Sir Philip Rose, solicitor and 

lifelong friend of Benjamin Disraeli.  He was 
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also instrumental in founding a “Hospital for 

Consumption and Diseases of the Chest” – 

better known today as the Royal Brompton 

Hospital. 

 

The Rayners Estate lodge on the London Road.   
SWOP ref. HWS:20538 

His son, also Sir Philip Rose was an early 

motorist.  The “White Mouse” car belonged to 

him. 

Jackie Kay 
 

 
The “White Mouse” open-topped car parked outside 
Rayner’s House in 1906. 
Photo Courtesy of Chepping Wycombe Parish Council 
SWOP ref. RHW:51910 

 
 

Fireplaces Bearing Witness to History
CHIMNEY PIECE or MANTEL PIECE? – the terminology can be confusing – but in this article the 

term ‘fireplace’ is used interchangeably with ‘chimney piece’, and the term ‘mantel’ is reserved for 
the shelf above the fireplace surround.  It may seem a trifle eccentric as a subject for the 

Newsletter, but throughout history fireplaces have played a central role in homes and public 

buildings and have witnessed many important events.  In many a grand room, they have served to 

fulfil a decorative function, providing a focal place, far transcending their purely utilitarian role, 

even in the days before central heating. 

In the Map Room of the Foreign Office, built by 

George Gilbert Scott between 1861 and 1868, 

there is a painting of Wellington and Nelson 

meeting for the first and only time 

in front of the fireplace in the old 

Colonial Office in Downing Street in 

1805.  This fireplace and others 

from the East India Office in 

Leadenhall Street in the City were 
salvaged and re-erected in the new 

Foreign Office, incorporating the 

Office for War and Colonies and the 

India Office, built by Matthew Digby 

Wyatt in 1866.  The India Office 

Council Chamber, from which the 

Indian Empire was governed, 1868-

1947, overlooking the Durbar 

Court, also contains a magnificent 

marble fireplace designed by 

Rysbrack in 1730 for Leadenhall 

Street which completely dwarfs the 

Chamber.  I have sat opposite it 

during meetings, studying the 
sculptures on either side depicting 

Britannia receiving the riches of the East, while 

of course fully absorbed in the issues under 

discussion! 

When I first worked in the Foreign Office in 

1970, as the latest new entrant, my first job of 

the day (at 10 am) was to lay and light the fire 

in an ornate Victorian cast iron 

fireplace, in readiness for the female 

boss who came in at 10.30 am and 

expected to see a blazing fire.  Her 

desk was positioned at an angle to 

the fire while the desks of the three 
young male recruits, who were to 

become ambassadors, occupied each 

corner.  Before officials used 

typewriters, we wrote with pen (not 

quilled) and ink.  We wore fingerless 

woollen gloves in the depths of 

winter and occasionally warmed our 

hands in front of the fire.  At three 

pulls of the bell cord, hanging beside 

the fireplace, a messenger in 

uniform would bring in more coal. 

In the main entrance to Wycombe 

District Council’s Offices, erected in 

1932, stands an eighteenth-century 
carved wood fireplace with mantel 

and roundel above.  It originally came from a 

house in Church Street, belonging to John Le 

Marchant (born Amiens, 1766-1812).  Above 

Often overlooked in WDC 
entrance – Photo: D Snoxell 
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the entrance to the Chilterns Shopping Centre 

there is a slate plaque on the wall which 

records that the “Founder of the Royal Military 

Academy General John Gaspard Le Marchant 

lived at a house on this site from 1799-1812”.  

Le Marchant died in the battle of Salamanca 

under Wellington’s command in the Peninsular 

War.  A monument was erected to him in St 

Paul’s Cathedral.  He was predeceased by his 

wife Mary who died in childbirth (her tenth) in 

1811 and was buried in the North Aisle of the 

parish church, though thanks to Street’s 
restoration, 1874-77, the tomb stone is no 

longer there.  One can imagine that the family 

in winter spent a lot of their time in front of 

their fireplace. 

Later the house became Wycombe’s first library 

before it moved with the fireplace to the newly 

constructed library in Queen Victoria Street in 

1932.  Le Marchant’s house was subsequently 

demolished.  When the library moved to the 

Eden Centre in 2008 the fireplace was moved 

across the street to its current location.  The 

roundel depicts Aeneas and his family fleeing 

from the burning city of Troy. 

The Royal Military College, which later became 
the RMC Sandhurst and then merged with the 

Royal Military Academy, was founded in the 

Antelope Inn on the High Street, next to the 

Red Lion.  There is a slate plaque above The 

Works to commemorate the “RMC 1799-1813 

on the site of the Antelope Inn, its 

headquarters”. 

Another local property with interesting 

‘itinerant’ fireplaces is Daws Hill house.  Two 

are mentioned in the English Heritage listing of 

1973: “In farmhouse on ground floor finely 

carved wood chimneypiece and over mantel, 

probably imported, first half of 18th century.  In 

the Oak Drawing room, former cart stable, 
panelling from Gayhurst, said to date from the 

time of Sir Kenelm Digby.  In the White 

Drawing room, former threshing barn with bay 

added, ceiling panels by Kaufman, marble 

carved chimneypiece from Carrington House, 

Whitehall.” 

This marble chimneypiece was designed by the 

architect Sir William Chambers for the Great 

Drawing Room at Gower House, the Earl of 

Gower’s London residence, built by Chambers 

1765-1774 at Whitehall Place, the site of the 

Palace of Whitehall, which belonged to the 

crown and burnt down in 1698.  The house 

was sold on a 56-year lease in 1807 to the first 
Lord Carrington and was thereafter called 

Carrington House.  The lease was extended in 

1846 but in 1886 the Treasury decided to 

requisition the site in order to build a new War 

Office.  Chambers’ Palladian masterpiece was 

sadly demolished. 

The fireplace was first salvaged by Lord 

Carrington and installed in the dining room of 

Wycombe Abbey.  Then in 1896 he transferred 

it to what became the White Drawing Room in 

Daws Hill House.  The chimneypiece was sold 

again at auction in 1995 for £76,200 and in 

1998 the V & A purchased it for £125,000 with 

support from the Art Fund and National 
Heritage Fund.  A replacement fire place, 

possibly reproduction, was installed in the 

White Drawing Room.  After 112 years in 

Whitehall the fireplace spent 110 years in 

Wycombe and the last 20 years in retirement in 

the V&A.  It must have witnessed many great 

events, dinners and balls.  One such was a ball 

in 1871 in honour of the Crown Prince and 

Princess of Germany, Queen Victoria’s eldest 

daughter.  Present were the Prince of Wales, 

the future George V and Disraeli. 

In the Oak Drawing Room at Daws Hill House 

is a fireplace which came from the sixteenth 

century manor house at Gayhurst in North 
Bucks on which the 2nd Lord Carrington took a 

21-year lease in 1856.  There he employed the 

architect William Burges on restoring the 

mansion.  He removed the Jacobean panelling 

from the Long Gallery to Lady Carrington’s 

sitting room in Wycombe Abbey in 1858, where 

it remained until it was moved in 1896 to Daws 

Hill.  Incorporated into the panelling is what 

looks like a 17th century stone fireplace with 

above it the arms thought to be those of Sir 

Kenelm Digby who lived at Gayhurst. 

David Snoxell

Formerly in Daws Hill House – now at the V&A  

Copyright Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

Fireplace at Daws Hill                 Photo Chris Woodman 
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Footpaths – Find them or lose them

IN 2019 we plan to walk the remaining footpaths to the South and West of High Wycombe centre, 

including the areas of Sands, Castlefield and Cressex.  If you know these areas well, it would be great if 

you could join us or recommend some convenient parking spaces or coffee shops we could use.

The first three walks will take place on Monday 

25th March, Sunday 14th April and Monday 

20th May.  Our intention is to start mid-morning, 

have a break for lunch and then finish back at 

our starting point in the afternoon.  Total 

distance will be between 3 and 6 miles.  You are 

welcome to join us for only part of the day if you 

prefer. 

 

I will contact everyone who has previously 

walked with us or expressed an interest in doing 

so to confirm starting dates and times. 

We would welcome more people (readers and 

friends) who would like to join us.  Please 

contact me on val.hinkins@btinternet.com or 

01494 534754 to be added to my list. 

Val Hinkins

Walking Wycombe with Willie 

Join Willie Reid on a free guided walking tour of High Wycombe - 2.5 miles in 2.5 hours - starting at 

Wycombe Museum in Priory Avenue at 10.15 on one of the following dates: 16th March, 6th April, 18th 

May or 3rd June. 

Hear about the industry that made Wycombe 

famous throughout the world and learn about 

Wycombe's serial criminal.  Find out about one 

of only 2 British prime ministers who have also 

been military generals: one was the Duke of 

Wellington, the other lived in Wycombe.  

Discover the world-renowned institution that 

started life in the town and why a Wycombe 

Wanderers score is in the Guinness Book of 

Records.  And gaze upon what will still be 

Wycombe's claim to European fame even after 

we leave the EU. 

A shorter variation of the above walk, lasting just 

one hour, will take place on Monday 8th April and 

Monday 20th May at 10.00 from Pann Mill on 

The Rye and finish at Frogmoor.  This will be flat 

and wheelchair and buggy friendly. 

A further walk entitled “Road, rail, river and 

riots” will start at the Wycombe Lido car park on 

Monday 6th May at 10.00.  From there we will 

follow the Wye towards Wycombe Marsh and 

then back along Kingsmead Rd and Bassetsbury 

Lane.  It tells the history of the Oxford-London 

road; the old railway line to Wycombe from 

Maidenhead and some of the mills on the river 

and the riots of 1830; Bassetsbury Manor and 

the Roman villa discovered on The Rye.  It is 2.5 

miles long and takes 2.5 hours. 

 

No need to book on any of the walks - just turn 

up.  Any donations will go to 

www.streetkidsdirect.org.uk

 

Solution to Clarsach’s 

Christmas Challenge 

The hidden message (which may or may not 

have helped you) was: 

“High Wycombe Society  

Fifty Golden Years” 

The above words can be read in the solution starting at 
the squares marked thus:  

 
 
 

E
1

R R
2

A T
3

U M
4

I
5

N S
6

E C
7

T S
8

C E H I G H A I

L
9

O D G E S
10

A N T A C R U Z

I W Y C O M B E

P
11

L O T C
12

H A R D T
13

O F U

S O C
14

I E T
15

Y P

E
16

N D P A P E R P
17

E T S

D L F P
18

R O
19

A
20

X I S P
21

A R M E S
22

A N

F
23

I F T
24

Y S Q E

L
25

A R D C
26

O A C H F
27

U J I

O W G
28

O L D
29

E N

A
30

V A I L A B L E U
31

N L I T

T Y E A R S C E

S
32

U S P E N D K
33

I T C H E N
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mailto:val.hinkins@btinternet.com
http://www.streetkidsdirect.org.uk/
http://www.streetkidsdirect.org.uk/
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Notices 

New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr James Cadle and family 

Ms Melanie Williams 

Obituaries 
We regret to inform members of the death of: 

Mrs R Guha 
 

 

 

Wycombe Sound.  Building on the success of 

last year, Wycombe Sound will again be at Pann 

Mill on 12th May with an Outside Broadcast 

Team. 

Wycombe Heath is the subject of a new book by 

Miles Green of the Penn & Tylers Green Society.  

Miles has accepted an invitation to be our guest 

speaker at our AGM on 14th June. 

Do you have an A4 scanner and a lot of 
patience?  Could you help convert old paper 

copies of newsletters into pdf versions for 

inclusion in our online newsletter archive?  It’s a 

mundane task but would be much appreciated. 

Do we know what you can do? 

The High Wycombe Society is grateful to all our 

regular volunteers without whom nothing would 

happen.  If you would like to volunteer with us 

and we haven’t yet managed to deploy you to 

our mutual advantage then please drop a note to 

volunteer@highwycombesociety.org.uk telling us 

how you would like to help.  Details of specific 

roles are in the “Volunteering” section of our 

website, but we are always happy to hear from 

people who just want to lend a hand, or perhaps 

take on a more substantial role.  Let us know! 

Contributions Please. 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this 

issue of the Newsletter.  Please send material for 

the next edition addressed to me, Jackie Kay, as 

The Editor at 19 Hepplewhite Close, High 

Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6BZ (Tel: 01494 

534876), or preferably by email to: 

newslettereditor@highwycombesociety.org.uk 

All contributions to the next edition must be 

received by 20th May 2019 

You can also get in touch with the Editorial 

Team via the Society’s facebook page. 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2019  

Monday 25th March Footpaths walk 1 of 3 – register interest with Val Hinkins (see p11) 

Saturday 30th March Fundraising Film Show at Holmer Green Village Centre in aid of the 

SOFA project (see p7) 

Saturday 6th April Walking with Willie – start at Wycombe Museum at 10.15 (see p11) 

Monday 8th April Walking with Willie – start at Pann Mill at 10.00 (see p11) 

Sunday 14th April Footpaths walk 2 of 3 – register interest with Val Hinkins (see p11) 

Monday 6th May “Road, Rail, River and Riots” - Walking with Willie – Start at Wycombe 

Lido carpark at 10.00 am. (see p11) 

Sunday 12th May 

11.00-17.00 

Pann Mill Open Day – National Mills Weekend – Our first Open Day of 

the Year.  Volunteers needed!  (see above) 

Friday 17th May 

7.30 pm. The Riverside 

Wycombe Arts Festival Film Show – A chance to see some of the old 

films in their newly digitised form.  (see p11) 

Saturday 18th May Walking with Willie – start at Wycombe Museum at 10.15 (see p11) 

Monday 20th May A choice of walks: Walking with Willie (start at Pann Mill at 10.00) or 

Footpaths walk 3 of 3 – register interest with Val Hinkins (see p11) 

Monday 3rd June Walking with Willie – start at Wycombe Museum at 10.15 (see p11) 

Friday 14th June 

7.30 pm. The Riverside 

AGM followed by talk – Miles Green Chairman of Penn & Tyler’s Green 

Society will talk about “Wycombe Heath” (see above) 

Thursday 27th June Outing to Leighton Buzzard Light Railway (see p5) 

Sunday 14th July Pann Mill Open Day 

Thursday 1st August Ever wondered what happens to your rubbish?  A group visit to 

Greatmoor recycling plant may answer your questions - To register your 

interest please email programme@highwycombesociety.org.uk or sign 

up at one of our events.  Places will be limited. 

Sunday 15th September Pann Mill Open Day 
  

Put these dates in 

your diary now!!! 
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