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Ann Simone 
IF YOU HAVE been a member of the High Wycombe Society for 

any length of time you will certainly know the name of Ann 

Simone if not the person.  You will probably also have seen her 

smiling face graciously welcoming you to the Society’s 

meetings and events, and asking you to sign in. 

Ann joined the Society when she moved to High Wycombe, 

soon after her return to England.  She had lived in Italy for 20 

years where she worked for the U.N. Food and Agricultural 

Organisation, becoming an administrator, and was on her way 

to becoming an executive when she met and married her 

handsome Sicilian husband Michele (pronounced Mikayle) who 

wanted to live in England. 

I remember her telling me about learning to drive in Rome 

around the Coliseum and then the epic drive back to the U.K. 

in their Renault Dauphine. 

She wanted to find out about her new home and thought the 

local civic society would be a good place to start.  She also 

wanted to contribute something back to the town. 

She certainly did that.  For many years she was an active leading member of the Programme and 

Membership group.  She singlehandedly researched and published the “Timeline” for the Society’s 

40th anniversary, without the aid of a computer, to which she had a total aversion!  This was displayed 

again at the 50th anniversary lunch at Wycombe Abbey with an update for the last 10 years. 

Ann also instigated the High Wycombe Society’s “Lunch Club” and was the initial organiser and 

contact.  This has become a great success and gives members who cannot get to meetings, or who 

want some company, a chance to meet up informally and swap ideas once a month and have a nice 

lunch as well. 

Ann took a major part in planning and organising the Pann Mill Open Days.  She took care of many 

details including ensuring that agreed safety measures were in place.  She set up the necessary floats 

and later collected the takings at the end of the day, which she would take home, count and bank for 

the Society.  These tasks became more difficult over the last few years.  If ever there was a special 

occasion, she could be relied upon to know just what was needed, a skill she had acquired during her 

days as a P.A. in London. 

The other big love of her life was the National Trust.  She had received a life membership on her 

retirement, and she became a key figure in the local group, stepping into the role of chairperson when 

the need arose.  Ann was remarkably observant and didn’t like to see things wasted.  On one occasion 

when a set of plates and some cutlery were deemed to be of no further use for the National Trust 

group, she promptly acquired them for use by the High Wycombe Society. 

In recent years ill health took its toll, with a fall last year resulting in a broken ankle making it difficult 

to get around.  Being fiercely independent she was determined to go away on holiday one more time 

and she was full of praise for the assistance she received at the airport.  Sadly this was to be her last 

trip abroad as failing health took over.  She spent her final few weeks in the Shelburne Lodge care 

home where she died on 15th May. 

I would like to think that I was a friend and not just a colleague.  We spent some holidays together in 

an effort to avoid paying single supplements, and she was good fun to be with and not averse to doing 

silly things, ousting all preconceived ideas about her.  I for one will miss her. 

Eileen Walters 

Editorial P.S. Ann’s unsung services as a proofreader extraordinaire will also be missed by the 

Newsletter Editorial team.  She never complained when a fast turnaround was requested.  As the first 

recipient of the final draft of each edition and the last ‘gatekeeper’ before it went to print, her 

intelligent diplomatic questioning saved many a contributor (as well as this Editor) from minor 

embarrassments over the years.  She also always had a welcome cup of tea for the Editor on 

completion!  I believe it was Ann who first recruited me to the High Wycombe Society, back in the days 

when Wycombe had an Annual Show on the Rye; and when, much later, I took on the role of 

Programme Secretary I found her to be a delightfully helpful and supportive colleague.                  JK 

Ann at Pann Mill in 2014 
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