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Commemorating World War One 
TWO MOVING EVENTS came together in High Wycombe on Tuesday 19th May to remember the 

local men who died in the First World War – the official opening of the New War Office Gates on the 

Rye by Lord Carrington and afterwards a service of commemoration in All Saints’ Parish Church. 

The Gates are a replica of the War Office Gates 

which the third Lord Carrington acquired in 

1908 for a drive entrance to his residence, 

Daws Hill Lodge.  The new gates, restored 

railings and lamp posts are a considerable 

enhancement to this lovely corner of the Rye 

and a fitting contribution to the town’s WW1 

commemorations. 

This had been a 

joint project 

between Wycombe 
Abbey which raised 

the funds, 

Wycombe District 

Council which 

erected an 

information board 

on the history of 

the Gates and the 

High Wycombe 

Society which kept 

up the pressure, 

produced the text 

and photos and 

helped bring 
everything together.  Despite threatening 

clouds the ceremony took place in front of the 

Gates.  The Headmistress addressed a small 

crowd of Wycombe worthies, which included 

Frances Alexander, who as mayor in 1994 

started a campaign for the restoration of the 

historic railings, Members of Wycombe District 

Council, Charter Trustees, the Mayor and Lord 

Lieutenant. 

The Headmistress announced that the Gates 

were a memorial to Viscount Wendover, who 

was mortally wounded at the second battle of 

Ypres and died exactly one hundred years ago 

on 19th May.  In his reply Lord Carrington 
noted his family’s continuing links with 

Wycombe and congratulated the School on 

their impressive new gates.  Lord Carrington 

cut the ribbon and the party proceeded to the 

Abbey for tea.  Afterwards town councillors 

formed a civic procession from the Abbey to All 

Saints as the church bells rang out. 

The service, which had been conceived as a 

contribution to Wycombe’s WW1 

commemorations, remembered the 500 

Wycombe men who did not return from the 

Great War, including nine who are remembered 

in plaques, pews and stained glass windows 

and for whom citations were read in front of 

their memorials.  Lord Carrington laid flowers 

at the Wendover 

memorial.  Candles 

were lit by the 
Chairman of WDC, 

Cllr Lesley Clarke in 

front of the 

sanctuary reredos 

screen, carved in 

1922 and inscribed 

‘Remember the men 

of High Wycombe 

who died for their 

country, 1914-18’; 

by Roy Page, 

Headmaster of the 

RGS, for four old 

boys which included 
Frederick Youens VC; by the Bishop of 

Buckingham, in front of the Shaw Window for 

the three sons of The Rev. E D Shaw, first 

Bishop of Buckingham, Vicar of All Saints’ 

from 1895-1911; and by Church Warden Janet 

Billington for Capt. Gregson-Ellis. 

The age range of the nine men was 20 to 32. 

One was married (Gregson-Ellis) and one 

(Wendover) baptised in All Saints.  They had all 

volunteered early in the war and joined seven 

different regiments, two with the Oxford and 

Bucks Light Infantry.  All but Viscount 

Wendover, who is interred in the Carrington 

vault at Moulsoe, were either buried in France 
or Belgium or their bodies were not recovered 

though they are all remembered on the great 

WWI memorials of the battlefields.  It was an 

inspiring service reminding us that All Saints 

remains the parish church for all the people of 

High Wycombe. 

David Snoxell 

Christ Church Memories 
David Snoxell’s article in our Spring newsletter prompted member Stan Cole to get in touch with his 

memories of Christ Church, the church on Crendon Street which was demolished in 1966.  He told 

us that he was a member of the congregation from 1952 until its closure, and he recalled the 

succession of vicars and fellow members of the congregation.  Mr Cole delivered the parish 

newsletters and confirmed that the parish was so small that the task could be accomplished in 15 

minutes or so.  Many readers will know Stan Cole’s son, Andy, a member of the Planning Group 

who was baptized at Christ Church. 

Lord Carrington prepares to cut the tape, aided by the new Town 
Clerk, Mr Paul Deacon, while the Mayor of High Wycombe looks on. 
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