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How Many Worthies in 2011? 
LEAFING THROUGH the Society’s excellent new book, “Pioneers of Progress – A Celebration”, we 
were struck by just how many personalities in the 18th and 19th centuries made a real difference 
in our town.  There was Benjamin Drewett who set up the first school for ordinary children, there 
were Samuel Treacher and Thomas Widgington who built up the town’s chairmaking industry, 
John Turner and Thomas Lucas who founded the Cottage Hospital – the list extends to 18 
“worthies” in all, and that’s not to mention the four national statesmen with Buckinghamshire 
associations – John Hampden, William Penn, Edmund Burke and Benjamin Disraeli. 

So it was in 1911.  But if a new “Progress Window” were to be donated to High Wycombe today, 
whom could it celebrate?  Some hard-working, committed District and County Councillors whose 
names, nonetheless, will probably be forgotten in 30 years’ time, let alone a century hence?  
Perhaps our own Jack Scruton, who led the fight to save The Rye from grievous encroachment in 
the 1960s!  But the reality today is that it is usually organisations, and committees, even 
bureaucracies, which make the difference.  It is the charities which set up and run the hospices 
for the dying, the organisations like ours which fight for sustainable development (“development 
which meets the needs of the present whilst not compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs”), the groups which wage battle to protect our wildlife, our countryside and 
our landscapes, even the Council Divisions whose directors, heads and staff try to make sure that 
day-to-day decisions on planning, housing and community issues benefit all the town’s 
inhabitants. 

There will be no new Progress Window in 2011.  But that does not mean that people are not 
working away diligently and conscientiously for the common good.  Spare a thought, indeed, for 
our team of 14 researchers – gluttons for history – who, led by Jackie Kay, have slaved away these 
past two years to produce such an impressive record of the personalities of earlier times.  In 
1911, there was a window, and a eulogy delivered at the unveiling and published in the South 
Bucks Free Press.  Today, we also have an exhibition and a book.  Perhaps in 2111, Wycombe 
people will come to read the book and reflect again on how things once were, 200 years before! 

Chris Woodman 
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Planning This Quarter 
IT WAS a mixed bag of issues this quarter, with everyone still a little disoriented by the Government’s 
Localism initiative and unsure of what it really means for the future.  Meanwhile, it is apparent that the 
Government’s declared intention of enabling local “neighbourhoods” to approve development is one-
sided to the point of arrant hypocrisy.  The people of Bourne End have firmly decided they do not want 
a new Tesco store in their midst, and have been backed by their local Councillors and by the Planning 
Committee.  But Tesco, backed by their billions, will surely appeal and the Council have decided they 
cannot afford to employ top counsel to fight their case.  Localism is for developers, not the people. 

Wycombe Community Stadium  Readers of the 
Bucks Free Press, which has served the 
Community rather well in its reporting of this 
topic, will be largely up-to-date.  Cllr 
Collingwood did an excellent job, within the 
powers available to him as the Chairman of the 
WDC Improvement and Scrutiny Commission, to 
challenge the Cabinet’s resolve to press ahead 
with the project with Booker Air Park as its “site 
with the best potential”.  But the rules laid down 
by the (last) Government for local Cabinet 
decision-making only enable him to force the 
Cabinet to consider the matter again, not to 
change the decision.  So when he proposed that 
there should be prior consideration of whether 
the proposal was compatible with Green Belt 
policy, the Cabinet was within its rights to insist 
that this will be considered as part of the 
necessary planning application.  Under the pre-
Local Government Act 2000 machinery, such a 
decision would have been taken by a 
representatively-constituted Committee or by the 
full Council.  (See also member Ron Sims’ letter on 
p.11; many other members feel the same.) 

Kingswood First School site  The Group were 
invited to an exhibition in December on the 
future of this 1.87ha Bucks County Council site, 
on the corner of Totteridge Lane and Totteridge 
Drive, where BCC propose there should be a day 
care hospice in the centre of the site and 41 new 
dwellings.  The Group commented at the 
exhibition, and then on the subsequent planning 
applications, that while we supported the 
hospice proposal, we objected to the loss of 
open space, and considered there should be 
pedestrian access to the site from the west to 
enable people to use, and support, local shops. 

Rye Swimming Pool  We can hardly believe that 
the Rye Swimming Pool is to re-open – a real 
triumph for local protesters, but also for the 
Council’s willingness to talk to people who can 
make it happen.  The Planning Group and the 
Friends of the Rye Group attended a meeting 
with the charity, Fusion Lifestyle, and were 
assured that there will be a planning application 
and that any building will be within the present 
walls.  The chief points about which the Groups 
must be vigilant are car parking (which might 
overflow on to surrounding streets) and tennis 
court floodlights which might upset wildlife. 

Notice Boards on the Rye  Ever vigilant about 
encroachment and permanent clutter on this 
unique Open Space, the Friends of the Rye 
sought the Group’s advice on whether the new 
notice board close to Pann Mill fell legally within 
the Council’s permitted development powers 
without a planning application.  It did not, and 
we sought enforcement action (by the Council on 
itself!).  The Council’s lawyers noted that if the 
two halves of the notice-board were unbolted 
from one another, each would then be within the 
size allowed without planning permission, and 
the necessary unbolting was done.  We all found 
this use by the Council of what is effectively a 
legal loophole very disappointing.  A case can be 
made for a notice board in that position, but the 
way to hammer out pros and cons, and possible 
adjustments, is through a planning application, 
which the people of Wycombe were denied. 

Daws Hill and Abbey Barn South  The Planning 
and Transport Groups were invited to a meeting 
with the Council Leader about these sites.  Daws 
Hill, the former RAF base, has been sold to a 
developer.  All the existing American-built 
properties will be demolished (because they do 
not meet UK standards?) and it is suggested that 
550 new homes will be built on the site.  
Furthermore, it is proposed that a similar 
number of dwellings will be built on the adjacent 
Abbey Barn South site (earmarked for 
development for many years, and included as a 
housing site in WDC’s government-approved 
Core Strategy).  Finally, there is a third site, on 
land owned by the Carrington estate, with 
broadly similar potential.  The loss of green 
space is considerable, and the transport 
implications are huge.  As we go to press, the 
Planning and Transport Groups are considering 
their response. 

De La Rue site  Following the Inspector’s 
rejection of Carey’s appeal some months ago of 
their proposals for this prominent site adjoining 
Hughenden Park, we and others were consulted 
about options for the contentious “Block A” 
overlooking the park.  We and most other 
respondents favoured the “traditional” design, 
whereas English Heritage (described by a well-
informed member of the Group as “populated by 
purists”) decried that as “mock Georgian” and 
favoured the “modern” option.  Overall, this 
must be judged a success for the appeal system. 

concluded on p.10
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Wycombe Pioneers of Progress 
A Centenary Celebration 

SOCIETY MEMBERS engaged in the Oak Room Windows 
Centenary Project have recently been finalising arrangements for 
loans of exhibits for the community showcases at High Wycombe 
Library.  From April through June this year, visitors to the library 
will be able to see a number of diverse items all of which relate to 
the project in one way or another. 

The showcase displays are a prelude and backdrop for the main 
project exhibition which is being held as part of the Society’s 
offering for the Wycombe Arts Festival. 

“Pioneers of Progress” was an expression coined back in 1911 by 
the Deputy Mayor of High Wycombe, Councillor Wharton, at the 
initial unveiling of the stained glass windows in what was then the 
Red Room at the Town Hall.  He used it to describe the 17 men 
and one woman named in the central memorial window – the 
window that we know today as “the Progress Window”.  A hundred 
years on, our Wycombe Pioneers of Progress exhibition focuses on 
the people commemorated in that window, their lives and 
contributions to our town.  They were pioneers in many different 
aspects of life including education, publishing, industry, politics 
and health care. 

If the following is just a list of names to you, then please come to 
the exhibition to learn more: Hannah Ball, Benjamin Drewett, 
Henry Kingston, William Butler, William Judson, John Parker, 
John Bates, Samuel Treacher, Thomas Widgington, Daniel Hearn, 
Robert John Smith, Charles Grey, James George Tatem, George 
Harman, Robert Wheeler, John Turner, Thomas Lucas, James 
Oliff Griffits.  We have enjoyed delving into each of their lives and 
now want to share what we have found out.  Taken together, their 
contributions provide a rich insight into life in High Wycombe’s 
not too distant past. 

The Progress window was donated to the town 
by Charles Walter Raffety, an elderly gentleman 
who had lived in High Wycombe throughout his 
life and who therefore had first-hand 
recollections of some of the pioneers of the 
previous century whom he chose to honour.  
He gained the affectionate title of the Grand 
Old Man of High Wycombe, possibly partly on 
account of his Gladstonian politics, but also as 
an appreciation of his many imaginative 
philanthropic acts.  A number of his descen-
dants have been in touch with project 
members. 

In addition to the exhibition, we are pleased to 
announce that we have completed the 
production of a related book, which is now on 
sale at £12 (see p.11).  We are delighted that 
The Swan Theatre Group have agreed to open 

up the Oak Room for people to view the 
windows on selected mornings during May, 
and that one of our members – Sally Scagell – 
has tailored her popular cemetery tours to 
feature the final resting places of many of the 
Pioneers. 

Jackie Kay 

Society members who have participated in the 
Oak Room Windows Centenary Project, which 
was initiated and led by Jackie Kay, include: 
Christine Clark, Malcolm Connell, Trevor Dean, 
Mike Dewey, Chris Featherstone, Denise 
Lindsay, Chris Low, Mary Mason, Kathleen 
Peatey, Margaret Rayner, Sally Scagell, 
Margaret Simmons, David Snoxell, Chris 
Woodman and Mary Woodman. 

An exhibition on the Mezzanine Level of High Wycombe Library 
4 May – 31 May 2011 (during normal library opening hours) 

All Members of the Society are invited to view our work  
and are requested to help publicise the event to others who may be interested. 

Photo by Martin Kipping



THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY 4 NEWSLETTER SPRING 2011 
 
 

Quarterly Meeting 

Archaeology – All Stones and Bones? 
AT THE January 21st quarterly meeting, Dr Jill Eyers, Director of Chiltern Archaeology, first posed 
the question and then set about answering it with what she described as “an archaeology medley”. 
In a talk delivered with great enthusiasm and passion and sprinkled with humour Dr Eyers took 
her audience on a whirlwind tour not just of Britain but also the world of the practice and 
profession of archaeology. 

Dr Eyers’ training as a geologist was strongly in 
evidence as she began her tour with the stones 
of Stonehenge and illustrated how the 
traditional views of prehistoric humans hauling 
the bluestones from the Prescelly hills has 
been undergoing some revision of late. The 
ultimate source of the stones was not in doubt 
but the evidence for quarrying at the source 
site is lacking, and so there is a strong 
argument that the actual stones used at the 
bluestone circle at Stonehenge were glacial 
erratics moved some way from their original 
Welsh hilltop home by natural processes, 
though not all the way to Salisbury Plain. 

Continuing the stone theme, Dr Eyers 
illustrated how the character of a locale was 
strongly influenced by the stones used for its 
buildings. She showed how all was not always 
as it seems when stone was used in buildings, 
as the sources were not always truly local in 
nature. She used close-up views of the various 
types of stone to illustrate the rich variety and 
beauty of geology that we enjoy in this country. 

The activities of the Romans, familiar to High 
Wycombe folk with the villa on the Rye and 
other sites, was brought into focus with the 
recent work on the Hambleden (Yewden) site 
which recently featured on television. First dug 
many years ago, recent attention has focussed 
on the 97 infant burials that were discovered 
and the possibility that ‘foul play’ was involved. 
It is hoped that, by using some of the latest 

isotope techniques as applied to human teeth, 
some light may be shed on the long-standing 
mystery of why there were so many infant 
burials associated with the site. Along with the 
Romano-British bones, stones made an 
indirect reappearance through the minerals 
that are incorporated in the clays used to make 
pots. One particularly interesting find from 
Hambleden is a pot with the name ‘Sillomina’ 
crudely scratched on its surface. Was this 
woman involved in the infant deaths, and was 
this from a female burial? 

Pottery sherds are the most common finds on 
archaeological sites. Mostly they are the 
common-or-garden domestic wares which 
underpin everyday human activities, such as 
cooking. However, there are exceptions and Dr 
Eyers provided an insight into the mass 
production of the very distinctive red, glossy, 
high-status Roman Samian ware imported 
from Gaul (parts of modern-day France and 
Germany) and how this can be used to help 
archaeologists date sites and features. For 
Samian ware, even the names of specific 
designers/potters are known as the individuals 
concerned would add their name to their wares 
– a sort of ancient product brand. 

Local archaeology has a special meaning for Dr 
Eyers as she unveiled the story of discovering 
and excavating prehistoric flints on her 
allotment at Cadmore End. A distinctive 
feature of the flint materials was the ‘notched 

Some of the “eighty-plus” flints that Stan 
and his late wife Pauline found in their 
back garden over the past 30 years. 
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scraper’, presumably used for stripping bark 
from small branches in preparation  for other 
uses, perhaps arrows. What are the chances of 
an archaeologist finding worked flints on their 
allotment, she asked. The answer lies in her 
comments about ‘knowing what to look for’. 
Archaeology is all around us: you just need to 
look for it. (This is well illustrated by your 
reporter’s case with over 80 prehistoric worked 
flints coming from his own back-garden in 
High Wycombe.) 

The value of geophysical fieldwork and the 
(mis)use of old maps was also considered. On 
Downley Common, local volunteers had sought 
and eventually found a brick kiln recorded on 
an old map. Further investigation of the 
Downley map evidence also revealed the 
skulduggery of local land owners in planting 
and ‘acquiring’ pieces of land, with Benjamin 
Disraeli – no less – being identified as one such 
culprit. Fortunately a ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ 
between local landowners was all that was 

necessary to settle the matter and all 
concerned were spared the ignominy of a court 
case. One wonders whether such matters 
would be so easily and amicably settled today! 

When asked what her ‘special’ find would be, 
Dr Eyers said she would choose the humble 
‘pot-boiler’. These are stones which would be 
heated in a fire and then dropped into water to 
raise its temperature and boil the contents of a 
pot. While a humble stone, this everyday ‘tool’ 
creates a special link with the people of our 
past and defines much of what archaeology is 
about – the study of people through the 
artefacts that they leave behind. A lot of what 
archaeology deals with will never be explained, 
but for Dr Eyers the ‘mystery’ of archaeology 
was part of it fascination. The evening was 
certainly full of mystery and fascination and 
the ‘medley’ provided by the speaker was a 
series of tunes which was well worth listening 
to. 

Stanley P. Cauvain 
 

 

Pann Mill – Accessibility 
MANY YEARS ago there was a bridge across the leat at Pann Mill a little way back from the 
waterwheel.  Due to other building works over the years, the exact position is unknown but there 
are several indications of its approximate site.  We also do not know when the bridge was 
demolished, and if anyone can help with information we would be grateful to hear it.  So, as part of 
the winter maintenance work, the Pann Mill Team decided to install a replacement bridge and 
construct paths to it and thus provide much easier access to view the wheel from above.  This work 
is proceeding apace and the bridge should be open for use at the May Open Day.  The photos show 
the path under construction across the daffodil slope (sorry Margaret, but the bulbs were 
transplanted) and the footway of the bridge being fixed in place on the steel bearers. 

Anyone is welcome to come and see the work progressing: we are at the Mill on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays in the month between 9:30 and 12:30.  Of course we hope that you will stay and help, for 
which you will be rewarded with tea and biscuits, but moral support is always welcome. 

Malcolm Connell 

Please come and see the new bridge and wheelchair-friendly path at one of our 
Pann Mill Open Days in 2011. 

Creating the panels of the new path.  Group Leader
Robert Turner, centre, wields a non-traditional cordless
electric drill, supervised by Raymond Chamberlin, left,
and John Mumford, right. 

The outline of the new disabled-friendly path.  These
photographs were taken in March, before the garden
reached its glorious spring show, nurtured by Pann Mill
gardener, Margaret Simmons, hard at work in the
distance. 
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British Restaurants in Wycombe 
and Bacon Badger! 

MANY MEMBERS will know one of our longest-serving members, Olivia Price.  Born in 1914, she 
came to Wycombe in 1938.  A domestic science teacher herself, she married Tom, who was a 
chemistry teacher at the Royal Grammar School.  For a while she was a Committee member of our 
predecessor organisation, the Rye Protection Society, which, led by Jack Scruton, successfully 
fought off plans to divert the A40 across the Rye in the 1960s.  As you would expect, she has some 
remarkable memories.  We spent several hours talking to her recently.  We asked her, “Did they 
have something called a ‘British Kitchen’ in High Wycombe?”  And she was away… 

“No, a British Restaurant.  There were 
two.  And I used to run them!  After we 
were married: in those days, married 
women didn’t go out to work, and then 
it was announced by the Government – 
it was the Second World War – that any 
woman who was married and didn’t 
have children had to go out to work.  
That was me.  So I had to look for a job.  
And an advertisement appeared in the 
Bucks Free Press asking for someone who 
would run the civic restaurant.  Well it was 
right up my street because that’s where my 
training had been, in catering, you see.  So I 
went down there and I got this job of course – 
because I lived locally, and I knew people, and 
it was easy. 

And the Town Hall was turned into a British 
Restaurant, and it was a big, big success right 
from the word go.  We got in there a big 
mixture of people, shop assistants, clerks, 
factory workers, shoppers.  The number of 
people coming into that building went well into 
a hundred, and we charged 9d for the first 
course, and something less for the second.  
And the staff I had consisted of people that 
were employed – who were paid – and 
voluntary workers, because a lot of these 
women like me could get out of going into a job 
if they did voluntary work, you see.  And so I 
had about eight or nine paid people, and three 
or four volunteers.  And the volunteers, if you 
don’t mind my saying so, were sometimes a 
b___ nuisance.  Because if they didn’t want to 
come in, they didn’t come in, and you couldn’t 
rely on them, whereas the women who were 
coming in and were paid 9d an hour always 
turned up, and they were lovely women, and I 
got to know a lot about Bucks through them.   

And I had quite a large staff, and the kitchen 
was in that building between the Town Hall 
and the Police Station.  I don’t know what it’s 
used for now, but the door is still there, there’s 
a little green door.  And you went up the steps 
into the kitchen and that led into the Town 
Hall, where the meals were.  And the tables 
that we had are still in existence and I’ve seen 
them recently, I think I’ve seen them in the 
Guildhall, stacked up on that podium, and 
they were 8 ft long and 3 ft wide.  And they had 

an oak border going round.  And they 
seated eight people, and the Town Hall 
floor was crowded with these tables.  
And I think we had a caretaker to put 
them up. 

Two Courses 
Because, you see, we were a permanent 
fixture, the Town Hall wasn’t let for 
anything else very much, and if you go 
in there now, and I haven’t been there 

for a very long time, the kitchen had a serving 
hatch which led straight into the Town Hall, 
and all these artisans coming along, the 
workmen, and the policemen, and the 
postmen, and anyone, the public who wanted 
to, came along and they had things like bacon 
badger and steak-and-kidney pudding, and 
stews, and mince, and fish, and two courses 
we did, a main course and a pudding – I think 
we did soup, I can’t remember, I think we did.   

You don’t know what bacon badger is?  You 
haven’t lived.  If you were a housewife with five 
or six children, not much money, you made 
some suet pastry, you know what that is.  You 
rolled it out, like that, as big as your tin, a 
round tin that long, and you didn’t cook the 
mince, you mixed it up with onions and 
anything else you’d got, and you rolled it out, 
and you put the meat on it, like that, and then 
you rolled it up like that, and there was a clasp 
on the end, and then you put it into a steamer.  
Now, I’m talking about the days when we did 
hundreds of meals, and we had a big steamer, 
nearly as big as that.  And you opened the 
steam and all the steam would come up and 
you shot these bacon badgers in and we would 
have to do quite a lot, because you’d chop 
them up into about 10 portions so if you had a 
hundred people you had to have 10 tins.  And 
it was called bacon badger, and you sliced it up 
like that, and you gave them a piece about that 
big, and they would have a nice slice of bacon 
badger – I don’t know why it was called bacon 
badger – because it was supposed to have 
bacon in it, I suppose, and they would have 
green vegetables, whatever it was.   

And of course that was off the ration, you see.  
If you went to any restaurant, you didn’t give 
up your ration.  Tom and I on our 
anniversaries used to go up to London and go 
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to a restaurant, and no, you didn’t have to give 
any ration for it, you see.  That was another 
reason why these places were so popular.  I 
was married in 1940, and I got that job in 
about 1941 or ’42 and that’s when they were 
set up, in wartime.  Lots of towns had them, 
and there was one at Oxford, the building is 
still there.  Lots of towns had them, where 
there was the demand, and there was here 
because we had all these factory workers, and 
the Town Hall was good and central.  Perhaps 
some of the factories had their own cafeterias.  
But there were a lot of people who didn’t work 
in the factories.  I remember now a chap whose 
name was Sparks, it’s funny, he used to work 
in the electricity department, I thought that 
was funny, and that was next to Hearn’s, the 
Gas Light and Coke company, he worked there.  
And we had bank clerks, men and women, 
some factory workers, but my recollection is 
the people we got in were women out shopping, 
clerks, office workers – of course and there 
were quite a lot – I knew a lot of them, oh, they 
used to come in and we all knew each other, it 
was great.  It was 9d. for the first course and 
less for the pudding.  And we opened on 
Sundays – I worked 7 days a week.  We weren’t 
so busy on Sunday, but did open for a long 
time.  And when the money was taken at the 
end of the day, I used to go and put it in the 
bank.  The bank was shut, there was a door in 
the wall, I used to put these bags in. 

Another British Restaurant in the West 
And I’ve told you, that this restaurant started 
in about 1941, and after a few years it was so 
popular, there was a great need for another 
one.  And the Borough Council got the tenancy 
of a building in Oakridge Road. If you go along 
West Wycombe Road, you come to Oakridge 
Road, you turn down Oakridge Road, and on 
one corner was a pub (still there) and on the 
other corner was the Pineapple Café and next 
to the Pineapple was a disused factory, and the 
Borough Council got the tenancy of it, and that 
was turned into a civic restaurant, the second 
one, still during the war.  I can’t remember if 
we used the factory building, or if it was a new 
building.  It was a long, white building, one 
storey, and that was turned into the second 
civic restaurant.  It was never as popular but it 
did have a lot of factory workers because it was 
in the middle of the factory area.  And I ran 
them both, the two.  And I used to go on the 
bus from the High Street down to the 
Pineapple, to split my time up between the two, 
and – same menu, same prices – and it ran for 
several years, but it was never so well used, 
because you see it wasn’t needed on Saturdays 
and Sundays, because the factories were 
closed.  And the bulk of the people who came 
in there were factory workers. 

And you know, I never, never remember 
anybody complaining, about the price, or the 

food, or the queues.  Yes, it was the war, and it 
was a less acquisitive time, and of course we 
knew each other, we knew so many people, 
shopkeepers, you’d go in the next day and buy 
your ration of butter and the next day they 
were at the lunch and it was a small town.  So 
I ran the two and then of course gradually the 
need for them dropped off.  But I was there a 
long time.  I wasn’t a voluntary worker, I was 
paid, oh, yes!  I had to apply for the job.  But it 
was a piece of cake.  I was on the spot, I knew 
a lot of people, I’d lived here some time, Tom 
was working here. 

I don’t know if they had any other applicants!” 

Olivia Price 

Bucks Bacon Badger (serves 4) 

Ingredients 

8-10 oz (225 - 275g) bacon pieces 
1 onion, finely chopped 
1 potato, finely diced 

(for the pastry) 

2 cups (225 g) self-raising flour 
4 oz (100 g) shredded suet 
1/2 level tsp salt 
1 tbsp chopped parsley 
About 8 tbsp cold water 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 400°F (200°C) mark 6. 

2. Remove the rind and bone from the bacon 
and cut the lean meat into small pieces. Put 
them in a bowl, add the onion and potato 
and mix well. 

To make the pastry 

1. Put the flour, suet, salt and parsley in a 
bowl and mix to a soft but not sticky dough 
with the water.  

2. Roll out on a lightly floured surface to a 
rectangle 15 x 12 in. (37.5 x 30cm). Brush 
the edges with water. 

3. Spread the filling over the pastry to within 1 
in. (2.5cm) of the edges. Loosely roll up the 
pastry like a Swiss roll and seal the ends 
firmly. 

4. Lift onto a piece of greased foil and cover 
loosely. Place on a baking sheet and bake in 
the oven for 45 minutes. 

5. Open the foil and cook for a further 15 
minutes to allow the top to brown. Cut in 
slices and serve hot. 

(From CookItSimply.com) 

It seems it was Winston Churchill who decided 
that “British Restaurants” was a better title 
than “Community Feeding Centres”, as the 
Ministry of Food establishments were originally 
called.–Ed. 
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The Chairman Down Under  

“A-roving He Will Go…” 
Recently your Chairman and Mrs Chairman 
have been fortunate in taking a trip by air and 
by sea to “Down Under”.  The ports of call in 
Australia and New Zealand were only an 
introductory taster to the pleasures and 
delights in the heritage and the built and 
natural environments of those countries. 

Two locations stand out in our memories 
because the visits to them drew parallels with 
what the High Wycombe Society does rather 
well – Heritage walks every year around the 
town centre, commencing at the Parish 
Church.  Due to the disastrous damage by 
earthquake to Christchurch, NZ, only two 
weeks earlier, we landed instead at a pleasant 
small town called Akoroa located within an 
inlet, a sweeping bay with green hills all 
around.  A local lady resident, complete with 
microphone (and son carrying the portable 
amplifier) conducted our group around the 
town detailing the history and lives of the 
founding settlers. 

When the British colonising authority learnt 
that a French ship had arrived at the inlet, 
they sent their own man-of-war to stake a 
specific claim.  Fortunately the situation was 
resolved peaceably by negotiation.  One result 
was that many street names are French and 
many locals bear testimony to French 
ancestors by their family surnames. 

Akoroa was a base or whaling vessels, 
operating in the Pacific Ocean, in the days of 
sailing ships.  The final product, whale oil, had 
many commercial uses, including lamp oil. 

Our lady guide made a quiet tourist coastal 
town come alive to the shipborne visitors.  It 
also helped that it was a lovely sunny day, as 
indeed it was when we came ashore at another 
pleasant New Zealand town called Napier.  This 
larger town had been entirely flattened by an 
earthquake in 1931, as evidenced by the 

pictures and publications in the tourist centre, 
housed in the old fire station.  This had been 
partially damaged but had been rebuilt and 
subsequently converted to a tourist informa-
tion shop and video cinema. 

The rebuilding of the town had been 
comprehensively planned and completed to the 
then-prevailing style of the early 1930s – Art 
Deco, and this was the theme throughout the 
new buildings that were constructed to replace 
the ruins that  were left by the earthquake. 

Bold colours and Art Deco lines to the facades 
were applied to the reconstruction which, 
inevitably, had to be completed by building 
methods that gave earthquake-proof strength 
to the structures. 

Here again our lady guide gave us a valuable 
insight to the history of the original town and 
its founding citizens, and the subsequent 
rebuilding of the stricken town from 1932.  It 
was heartening to see that coordinated overall 
design, encouraged by the planners in the 
permitted developments, had resulted in a new 
town of great charm and visual delight, which 
we shall not easily forget.  We had travelled 
great distances to visit the impressive coastal 
cities and towns in both Australia and New 
Zealand, but the guided walking tours in the 
two towns described here, were particularly 
memorable, and indeed, we hope that 
participants in our own High Wycombe Town 
Trail feel similarly impressed and enlightened. 

Roger Lawson 

Your Editor was fascinated to discover the 
website of the Akoroa Civic Trust, which is “one 
of the most active and effective guardians of the 
town’s historic character and charm”. 

The Editor and Mrs. Editor likewise do not pass 
up opportunities for town trails in other parts.  
Try Buntingford in Herts. some time! 

Akoroa, NZ – a picture postcard destination. 

Pots for melting whale blubber on board ship bear 
testimony to an earlier, crueller age.  The last whale 
caught in New Zealand waters was in 1964. 
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The Boundary Stones of High Wycombe 
DURING MY year as Mayor of High Wycombe, I did not fundraise for a specific charity, but 
dedicated it to “Loving High Wycombe”, and asked societies, schools, businesses and individuals to 
do something to make our town more attractive. I believe that if you do something small for your 
town, you will hold it in greater affection.  Gardens were created, trees planted and projects 
completed, and I still smile when the flowers shine in the window boxes of Reynolds, Parry-Jones 
and Crawford – as they have done since that year. 

One project that I set myself was to mark as 
many as possible of High Wycombe town’s 
eighteen boundary stones – placed long before 
the railway came to the town.  Jo Tiddy from 
Wycombe District Council did much of the 
research.  Their former positions are shown by 
the numbers on the map. 

 No. 1 was outside the museum, now 
marked with – “Site of boundary stone”. 

 No. 3 is almost hidden by layers of asphalt 
along Birdcage Walk.  Its “Ancient 
Boundary Stone” plaque has disappeared 
but will be replaced shortly. 

 No. 4 is high in the back wall of 1, London 

Road. 

 No. 5 is on the corner of Stuart Road. 

Stones Nos. 6-12 and 14-16 are missing and 
their sites are not marked, but… 

 Nos. 6 and 7 were located on the Rye, and 
No. 8 at Wycombe Abbey. 

 Proceeding along the back entrance of 
Wycombe Hospital to Loakes Road, there 
is a possible 9th stone as you take a sharp 
right turn.  It is impossible to trace the 
path across Eden, or perhaps West End 
Street was the west end of the boundary – 
what do you think? 

17 

18 

16 
15 
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12 

11 10 
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This map shows the boundary of the old municipal borough as it stood in 1832.  In that year, the boundary was
extended, and the borough went all the way from Bassetsbury to Oakridge Road. 
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 In Bull Lane there is a stone that could be 

a Boundary Stone and has a plaque – 
probably No. 13.  According to the map 
there was little of the old town to the west 
of the Hughenden Brook and north of the 
West Wycombe Road. 

The boundary goes along, I think, close to Arch 
Way, to beyond the railway bridge at Temple 
End and then to Benjamin Road, along Priory 
Avenue and past Priory Rd School. 

 There is a plaque (stone No.17) at the 
school but placed facing the playground, 
so that it could be seen by the children. 

 At the Vicarage wall a plaque records the 
Stone No.18 and the circle is completed. 

Stone No. 2 was on the corner of Birdcage Walk 
and Amersham Hill, and I thought a plaque 
should be installed after the forecourt had been 
refurbished. This has taken a little while!  
Recently I asked Chiltern Railways if a “Site of 
Boundary Stone” plaque could be placed in the 
vicinity.   

Now I have always had the greatest admiration 
for Chiltern Railways.  They are the best in the 
country, having been given a lease longer than 
any other rail company!  And they have 
triumphed again. 

They found, in their landscaping, a large stone 
which, it must be admitted, has a presence to 
it.  Not only was the stone dug up, it was 
recognised as important, and before long, will 
be part of the town once more, with a plaque 
telling a little about the tradition of Beating the 
Bounds, and, moreover, inscribed “Ancient 
Boundary Stone”. 

Frances Alexander 

Mayor of High Wycombe 1998/9 
Member of the High Wycombe Society since 1970 

Volunteering 
The Chairman writes to all members… 

I am becoming increasingly concerned at the 
amount of time and effort that our most 
committed members of the Society, our 
Executive Committee, and Programme and 
Membership personnel, are having to spend in 
drumming up individual volunteers to erect our 
gazebos and man our various stalls on Pann Mill 
Open Days. 

We are blessed with the good fortune of having 
so many “grass roots” members who respond to 
the call, but in common with other local 
charitable and voluntary bodies we are finding it 
something of a challenge to interest newly 
recruited (and long-established) friends in 
joining in with our various activities in a  more 
constructive and active participation.  Please 
remember that we cannot keep  on relying upon 
“the usual suspects” to keep the Society  on a 
bold forward programme and stance.  They will 
eventually become tired and disillusioned, and 
will retire from active roles. 

We have vacancies on our Executive Committee, 
and a rather stretched Programme and 
Membership Group that does inspirational work, 
and could be supplemented by, say, a new 
member of that Group to “motivate” volunteers 
for our Pann Mill Open Days – or serve the teas! 

Please, please consider whether this Society’s 
work, in so many aspects, is worth supporting 
more specifically and actively – by you!  Our 
officers’ contact details are well publicised on 
your membership card. 

Let’s be hearing from you.   

Roger Lawson 
Chairman 

(To help, please turn to p.12.) 
 

 

Planning This Quarter (continued from p.2) 

“Community Facilities”  The Group were 
represented at a meeting called by WDC to 
consider new planning guidance on this subject.  
There will be more details of progress on this 
subject in the Summer Newsletter. 

High Heavens Waste Transfer Site  BCC is 
planning to build WTSs at High Heavens and 
Amersham, where waste would be “bulked” 
together and then transported to the county’s 
site at Calvert (many miles away) for 
incineration.  The Group believes that rail 
solutions should be sought, but BCC are 
believed to be planning a new road from High 
Heavens to the M40 at Handy Cross, which 
would be damaging in itself and may well be 
linked to WDC’s aspirations for transport links to 
their proposed stadium at Booker Air Park. 

HS2  The Planning Group has been keeping a 

watching brief and attending events.  High 
Wycombe is not directly affected by the current 
route option, but anyone who loves the Chilterns 
must be very concerned. 

High Wycombe Railway Station  The Planning 
and Transport Groups only discovered by 
“accident” about the County Council’s curious 
decision to outlaw right turns from Amersham 
Hill into Castle Street, thus forcing drivers from 
up the Hill who need to reach that street to 
divert down Priory Road through the 20mph 
zone.  To run a 6-month trial with this 
restriction, rather than without (to see if there 
are any problems) seems bizarre.  Rumour has 
it that this is the only way to force Arriva to serve 
the Railway Station.  Meanwhile, car drivers also 
can enter the railway station and exit to Castle 
Street; BCC reckon they have made this illegal 
too, although the signs are far from prominent. 
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Letters 
In our Winter Newsletter, we included the full 
text of the Society’s response to Wycombe 
District Council’s consultation on the stadium 
proposal, in which they suggested building a 
new “Community Stadium” on the Green Belt, 
and adjoining the AONB, at Booker Air Park.  
The Society’s position was pretty hostile, but not 
hostile enough, it seems, for everyone.–Ed. 

The Green Belt and the AONB 
In your recent Newsletter and at recent 
committee meetings, you and Tony have been 
far too kind to the District Council.  You have 
been conned!  The District Council no longer 
deserves the way we treat them. 

Some years ago, more than I care to remember, 
Wycombe Wanderers applied for planning 
permission to move to Sands. 

The District Council at that time quite properly 
refused permission because the land at Sands 
was in both the Green Belt and the AONB. 

On appeal, the Inspector from the Ministry 
decided to allow the appeal. 

(There was a rumour, which was repeated to 
me on Friday night at another meeting I 
attended, that the Inspector was sacked for 
making this decision.  Unfortunately, I have no 
means of checking whether or not the rumour 
was correct but the person who said it was 
talking as if she knew.  That’s how rumours 
start anyway.) 

Since then we have seen off Property Eye who 
also thought that they could improve the Green 
Belt by building on it.  How long will it be 
before they come back? 

What is going on at Warrendene Road?  I have 
let this one slip by without giving it my 
attention. 

Now it’s the District Council’s turn to seek to 
build on the Green Belt.  Why?  Make no 
mistake about it, this “survey” was only 
conducted for the purpose of “softening up” the 
opposition.  Councillors and officials alike are 
all aware of the value of the Green Belt.  They 
had no business even including this land as 
part of their “survey”.  The cost of the survey 
should be surcharged back to the individuals 
who voted for the survey to be conducted.  The 
cost has no business being passed on to local 
ratepayers/taxpayers.  I hope the auditors 
agree with me. 

The Green Belt and AONB have been given to 
us for reasons of public enjoyment.  If we want 
to keep them, we have got to fight or they will 
be taken away from us.  Let battle commence. 

The B.B.C. has reported, in a recent News 
Programme, that David Cameron intends to 
tighten up the rules and regulations to make it 
more difficult for developers to build on Green 
Belt land.  Let’s hope he does – and the sooner 
the better. 

Yours truly, 

Ron Sims 

 

 

Come to Brooklands on 14 August 
Brooklands near Weybridge is rightly described 
as the birthplace of motor racing, with the first 
purpose-built racing circuit in the world, and 
famous steep banking to allow the cars to go 
faster in the days when turning performance 
on the flat was nothing like it is today.  It is 
now a fascinating museum, not just of motor 
racing, with many vintage racers, but also with 
preserved aircraft including a real Concorde 
and a working Concorde simulator.  The 
Society is running a coach trip there on 14 
August.  For tickets (£18.00 including entry for 
members, £19.00 for non-members, £12 for 
children) phone Eileen Walters on 01494 
449902. 

 

 
 

And Now Buy the Book! 

 

The Oak Room Windows book is in full colour 
throughout (sorry – we can’t show the blue 
cover in all its glory here!), contains over 100 
illustrations and sells for just £12.  To buy 
your copy, phone 01494 448773 or email 
wycombepioneers@highwycombesociety.org.uk. 
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Notices 
New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new members: 

Mr Ben Cook of Stokenchurch. 
Mr Simon Robertson of Hazlemere. 
Mrs Margaret Hole of Knowle, W Midlands. 
Mr Francis Dunstan of Sharrow Vale, HW. 
Mr R J Rear of Knowle, W Midlands. 
Mrs J Spurrell of Wynbury Drive, HW. 
 

 

Death 
We regret to announce the death of: 

Mr B Brown of Barton-le-Clay 

Mr Brown’s daughter, who informed us of his 
passing, told us that he much enjoyed his 
association with the Society.  We extend our 
condolences to his family and friends. 
 

 

FAGAM 
The next meeting of the Forum for Affiliated 
Groups and All Members (FAGAM) is in the 
Friends’ Meeting House on 8 July.  At these 
meetings we have very good exchanges about all 
sorts of matters of interest to the Society.  This 
is your opportunity to raise issues of concern to 
you or the affiliated group you represent, 
particularly on matters concerning planning, 
transport and The Rye.  It would be helpful, but 
not essential, if you could advise the Hon. Sec. 
in advance of any issues you intend to raise: this 

will help the Executive members to be better 
prepared. 
 

 

Helpers needed (see p.10) 
Volunteers are urgently needed at quarterly 
meetings to serve teas/coffees, and at Pann Mill 
Open Days for stewarding in the Mill, pouring 
teas, helping on stalls, baking goodies and 
putting up and taking down gazebos that have a 
mind of their own!  Once a year is fine, more if 
you are able, and it’s fun!  Just send your details 
to Mary Woodman on 01494 528106 and she 
will add you to her list of volunteers to be called 
on when needed. 

For the more technically inclined, we would love 
to have a sound “engineer” to keep an eye on the 
microphone at our quarterly meetings. 

Membership & Publicity Group 
 

 

From the Editor… 
This issue is very late, I am afraid, because your 
Editor was diverted on to other work associated 
with the Pioneers for Progress book.  Many 
thanks to all those who have contributed copy 
for this issue.  Material for the Summer 2011 
issue should reach me at 29 Maybrook Gardens 
High Wycombe HP13 6PJ (01494 528106) by 
20 May (not long now!). 

Chris Woodman (Hon Editor) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2011  

4th May to 31st May 
High Wycombe Library,  
mezzanine floor.   

Exhibition: Wycombe Pioneers of Progress – A Centenary 
Celebration.  During Library opening hours (every day except 
Mondays and public holidays). 

Thursday, 12th May and 
Tuesday, 24th May 
7.00pm in the Cemetery 

Guided Cemetery Tours: The Victorian Cemetery – A Window 
Through Time.  Leader: Sally Scagell.  For tickets, contact Ann 
Simone on 01494 448773. 

Thursdays 12th, 19th  
and 26th May, mornings 

Guided visits to see the Oak Room Windows in the Town Hall  
“in the flesh”.  Phone 01494 528106 to book your place. 

Sunday, 15th May 
11am–5pm 

Pann Mill Open Day.  Bric-a-brac stall, teas & cakes, plants, sale 
of flour (water level permitting).  Wycombe Museum children’s 
activities. 

Annual Town Trail, 2.30pm, meet at Parish Church, finish at 
Pann Mill. 

Water Trail, 2.30pm, start and finish at Pann Mill. 

Friday, 15th July 
7.30pm, Guildhall 

Quarterly Meeting: The Changing Wildlife of the Chilterns.  
Speaker: John Tyler. 

  

Put these dates in 
your diary now!!! 


