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B U R O P E A N   A R C H I T E C T U R A L ,   M E R I T A G E   Y I A R

Michae l Hammett o f t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s A r c h i t e c t s S e c t i o n h a s t a k e n
a leading p a r t i n t h e work of the J o i n t Committee and h i s enthusiasm has helped
a grea t dea l i n b r ing ing about improvements in the High S t r e e t and Easton Street .
We a s k e d h i m f o r h i s v i e w s a b o u t t h e w o r k o f t h e C o m m i t t e e a n d h e h a s s e n t u s
t h e f o l l o w i n g :

THE EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE YEAR COMMITTEE

1975 - E u r o p e a n A r c h i t e c t u r a l H e r i t a g e Year - t h e c l i m a x o f a campa ign
s p o n s o r e d by t h e C o u n c i l o f Europe t o s t i m u l a t e t h e p e o p l e o f t h e s e v e n t e e n
member s t a t e s t o r ecogn i se , e v a l u a t e and cons ider t h e c a r e , c o n d i t i o n and
q u a l i t y o f t h e b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e c o n c e r n i s w i t h t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d e n v i r o n m e n t t h a t a f f e c t s u s e v e r y
d a y • The a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r e a s u r e s , our g r e a t c a t h e d r a l s , abbeys, g r e a t houses
a n d s h o w p l a c e s c i t i e s a r e r e c o g n i s e d a n d r e v e r e d by a l l , b u t in t h i s y e a r we a r e
e n c o u r a g e d t o look a t t h e towns and v i l l a g e s w i t h which we a r e f a m i l i a r and t o
s e e t h e m for what they have been, what they have become and what they might be.

The P r e s i d e n t of t h e UK Council f o r EAHY, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh,
encouraged us by pointing out that "There is no town, or v i l lage , o r h o u s i n g
e s t a t e which cannot do some th ing t o he lp ; no p r o j e c t i s t o o b i g a n d n o a c t i o n t o o
s m a l l t o make t h i s campaign a s u c c e s s . "

P e n t   C a n d   -   t h i t e e : 1 8 7 4

As r e p o r t e d i n t h e A u t u m n 1 9 7 4 "News -
l e t t e r " the Wycombe S o c i e t y and t h e Wycombe
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l formed a J o i n t C o m m i t t e e t o
i m p l e m e n t t h e EAHY c a m p a i g n i n High Wycombe.
The C o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t s o f C o u n c i l l o r D e r e k
S l o w e ( C h a i r m a n ) a n d C o u n c i l l o r C l i f f o r d P r o u t
who r e p r e s e n t the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , C o u n c i l l o r
R o b e r t Darby r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e High Wycombe
Charter Tr u s t e e s , Jack Sc ru ton , Wal te r Davies
( L a t e r l y Jim C o t t r e l l i n h i s s t e a d ) a n d R o s s

B r i t a i n r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e Wycombe S o c i e t y,
Martin Pearson the deputy D i s t r i c t S e c r e t a r y
a n d J o h n B e n n e w i t h a n d M i c h a e l H a m m e t t o f t h e
Technica l S e r v i c e s Dept, and the Department
of P l a n n i n g and A r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l r e s p e c t i v e l y .

For t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s fi r s t m e e t i n g W a l t e r
D a v i e s p r o d u c e d a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t o f a s u r v e y
o f t h e c e n t r a l a r e a o f High Wycombe c a r r i e d
o u t by t h e A c t i o n G r o u p o f t h e Wycombe S o c i e t y .
This e x c e l l e n t document was g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d
a s a r e v i e w o f d e s i r a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d
f o r m e d t h e b a s i s f o r a f u r t h e r " a c t i o n c h e c k
l i s t " .

R e s o u r c e s d i c t a t e d t h a t t h e s c o p e o f t h e
w o r k o f t h e C o m m i t t e e b e l i m i t e d i f e f f e c t s
were n o t t o be weakened by o v e r a m b i t i o n . I t
was a g r e e d t h e r e f o r e t o p r e p a r e a d e t a i l e d
" a c t i o n check l i s t " o f the improvements t h a t
c o u l d be made t o p r o p e r t i e s and s p a c e s in and
around the Market. Square, the High S t r e e t and
Easton Street. The Committee has no diroct.
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fi n a n c i a l assistance to offer property owners a n d

t o b e i n t h e s p i r i t of g o o d w i l l , and e n c o u r a g e m e n t .
s o a l l a p p r o a c h e s h a v e h a d

To a l l owners and /o r tenants of p r o p e r t i e s in the study a rea a l e t t e r
w a s w r i t t e n e x p l a i n i n g t h e a i m s o f EAHY a n d t h e l o c a l C o m m i t t e e a n d a s k i n g f o r
t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n in t h e c a m p a i g n . S u b s e q u e n t l y o w n e r s w e r e a d v i s e d o f t h e
C o m m i t t e e ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e i r p r o p e r t y and a s k e d i f t h e y would under-
t a k e t h e improvemen t work s u g g e s t e d . N a t u r a l l y t h e a p p r o a c h e s h a d t o s u g g e s t
m o d e s t w o r k w h i c h c o u l d r e a s o n a b l y b e e x p e c t e d a s a v o l u n t a r y g e s t u r e . S u c h w o r k
a s r e d e c o r a t i o n , r e p a i r s , m a i n t e n a n c e and removal o f d e b r i s and redundant fi t t i n g s
w e r e c o n s i d e r e d a p p r o p r i a t e . T h e s e w o r k s we re n e c e s s a r y anyway in good p r e m i s e s
m a n a g e m e n t a n d w i t h c o - o r d i n a t e d e f f o r t s a v a l u a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t t o t h e o v e r a l l
s t r e e t s c e n e c o u l d be e f f e c t e d .

R e s p o n s e h a g b e e n e n c o u r a g i n g . S e v e r a l owners h a v e r e d e c o r a t e d t h e i r

p r e m i s e s . W h e t h e r t h e y w o u l d h a v e d o n e s o a n y w a y i s a m a t t e r o f c o n j e c t u r e b u t
i n s e v e r a l c a s e s t h e a d v i c e o f t h e C o m m i t t e e w a s r e q u e s t e d i n t h e s e l e c t i o n o f
colour schemes and, in o t h e r s , maintenance work has obviously been s t imu la t ed by
t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s . Some owners have removed redundant c a b l e s , s igns
a n d TV a e r i a l s a n d u n d e r t a k e n maintenance work t o b u i l d i n g and grounds a l l to
genera l good e f f e c t . The GPO has e m b a r k e d on a p rogramme o f c l e a r i n g r e d u n d a n t
c a b l i n g and improving u n t i d y i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

E a r l y r e s p o n s e s have s t i m u l a t e d o t h e r s t o j o i n i n t h e s p i r i t o f improvement
and we h a v e r e c e n t l y u p d a t e d our "check l i s t " and w r i t t e n t o owners again t o e i t h e r
t h a n k them f o r t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n or t o a s k i f t h e y c a n now u n d e r t a k e t h e improve-
ments s u g g e s t e d . T h e r e a r e s t i l l n o t a b l e d e fi c i e n c i e s i n some p a r t s of t h e two
s t r e e t s a n d we h o p e t o s e e s o m e a c t i o n o f i m p r o v e m e n t b e f o r e t h e i m p e t u s i s l o s t .

Many o f you w i l l have s een t h e EAHY E x h i b i t i o n at the G u i l d h a l l d u r i n g t h e
Wycombe Arts F e s t i v a l in the Spr ing in which we s e t out to h i g h l i g h t our towns,
a t t r a c t i v e b u i l d i n g s and townscape - to po in t out our h e r i t a g e in f a c t - as well
a s t o i d e n t i f y some o f t h e n e g l e c t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i m p r o v e m e n t s . Comments
f r o m v i s i t o r s w e r e a p p r e c i a t i v e a n d c o n s t r u c t i v e a n d we f e l t t h a t i t was a s u c c e s s f u l
v e n t u r e .

Our Video tape " fi l m " and colour s l i d e s e x h i b i t s a t the Wycombe Show a r e
a g a i n a i m e d a t t h o s e a s p e c t s o f o u r town we f e e l t o b e v a l u a b l e a n d w o r t h o u r
c o m m u n a l c o n c e r n . We a l s o repor ted on our "Action Check L i s t " work and were p leased
t o show Doug H o d s o n ' s photo-
g r a p h s o f C h u r t o n House in
E a s t o n S t r e e t - t h e r e s t o r a t i o n
o f w h i c h g a i n e d him a n EAHY Award
o f M e r i t .

A l t h o u g h t h e C o m m i t t e e . ' s
t a s k h a s been in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h
t h e " A c t i o n C h e c k L i s t " a n d t h e
Exh ib i t ions ,we have a l s o suppor ted
a n d p r o m o t e d two o t h e r i m p o r t a n t
s c h e m e s . The fi r s t i s t h e
r e s t o r a t i o n of The To l l House , t h e
f u t u r e o f w h i c h s e e m s r a t h e r
u n c e r t a i n a t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g ,
a n d t h e o t h e r i s t h e r e s t o r a t i o n
o f P a n n M i l l Wa t e r Wheel a n d g e a r .
T h e C o u n c i l h a s a p p r o v e d i n
p r i n c i p l e t h e t u r n i n g o f t h e w h e e l
and it i s hoped t h a t t h e p r o j e c t
w i l l be r e a l i s e d w i t h v o l u n t a r y
work by an i n t e r e s t e d group.

مكب! 
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T h e C o m m i t t e e is h o p e f u l t h a t EAHY 1975 w i l l be an
a new a t t i t u d e t o o u r h e r i t a g e a n d t h a t a n a c t i v e communal c o n c e r n
i n t o t h e f u t u r e .

i n a u g u r a l year f o r
w i l l c o n t i n u e

t h e d i s t r i c t
w i l l t a k e some encouragement from t h e s u c c e s s e s a c h i e v e d in High Wycombe s o t h a t
t h e i n t e r e s t now s t i m u l a t e d s h o u l d n o t be a l l o w e d t o f a d e a w a y.

TERRIERS FARM

In view of a Planning a p p l i c a t i o n which has been submit ted for housing
d e v e l o p m e n t at Te r r i e r s Farm, we asked John Wi l l son , Planning O f fi c e r of the
C h i l t e r n Society t o comment in view of t h i s new t h r e a t t o the Area of Outstanding
N a t u r a l B e a u t y. T h e s e a r e h i s comments:

" S u r e l y t h e fi n a l p r o o f t h a t n o t h i n g e v e r c h a n g e s i s t h e p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n
r e c e n t l y s u b m i t t e d f o r r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a t , b e l i e v e i t or n o t , - Te r r i e r s
F a r m . T h o s e w i t h a l l w i l l remember the "H.7" Inqu i ry, d i smissed
the Department of the Environment a f t e r a b a t t l e r o y a l , and £2000 of Amenity
S o c i e t y money s p e n t (wh ich noth ing t o the P u b l i c money s p e n t ! ) . This p resen t
a p p l i c a t i o n ( two some 57 a c r e s o f l a n d d e s i g n a t e d a s p a r t o f t h e
A r e a s o f O u t s t a n d i n g Natural Beauty, in a h igh ly s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , s e p a r a t i n g
u r b a n Wycombe from b u i l t - u p H a z l e m e r e .

It is e s s e n t i a l t ha t t h i s sector of the A.O. N.B. f r o n t l i ne be defended at
a l l cos t s . Once breached the p r e c e d e n t w i l l condemn t h e g r e e n p e r i m e t e r o f Wycombe
t o t h e f a t e t h a t h a s a l r e a d y o v e r t a k e t h e h i l l r i d g e s o f Downley, B o w e r d e a n ,
Loudwate r, C r e s s e x e t c . etc. We repeat a g a i n , in our opinion the s e a r c h for housing
s i t e s should be d i r e c t e d towards the c e n t r a l a r e a s of the town, where, only too
a p p a r e n t a r e t h e d i s g r a c e f u l open d e r e l i c t s i t e s u s e d s o l e l y for d u m p i n g o l d c a r s ,
and t h e g rowth of willow herb. Are we insane t o t o l e r a t e such waste and yet a t the
s a m e t i m e a p a t h e t i c a l l y a c c e p t t h a t more of our inva luab le a g r i c u l t u r a l land,
beautiful land at tha t , is to founder beneath yet another anonymous speculative
d e v e l o p m e n t c o m p a n y ?

A c o n s t r u c t i v e a c t i o n on b e h a l f o f t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l would be
t o i n d i c a t e t h a t m f u r t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n s over a c e r t a i n a r e a (say f acre) w i l l be
permit ted u n t i l fi n a l agreement i s reached over the County S t r u c t u r e and Local
p lans . It i s absurd t h a t f u r t h e r p u b l i c money may have to be spen t in s ee ing
through a l l the hours of another Inqui ry, a f t e r an i d e n t i c a l Inquiry a shor t time
a g o " ,
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OPEN C A R PARKS OR HOUSING

H i g h Wycome seems to have more than i t s f a i r share of Open Car Parks, some
o f them n o t o r i o u s e y e s o r e s , a n d a l l of them extremely was te fu l o f land i n c e n t r a l

a r e a s o f t h e town. I t is b e l i e v e d t h a t b e c a u s e o f them o u r e x p e n s i v e m u l t i - s t o r e y
c a r p a r k s a r e b e i n g much u n d e r - u s e d . I s i t not t i m e t h a t we s h o u l d r i d o u r s e l v e s
o f some o f t h e s e open p a r k s ? W i t h the need for housing in the c e n t r a l p a r t s o f
o u r town r a t h e r t h a n e a t i n g up t h e surrounding countryside, could not they be used
f o r t h a t p u r p o s e ? We h a v e made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a b o u t t h e o l d R a i l w a y P l a c e a n d
Saff ron Road area and we feel very s t r o n g l y t h a t t h i s a rea and o t h e r s should be
given t h e h ighes t p r i o r i t y by the D i s t r i c t Counci l .

We have now had an encouraging reply from Mr. Pendri l l , Chief Executive of
t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l i n w h i c h i t w a s agreed that the a r e a is eminently s u i t a b l e
fo r housing, a l though i t could be used for o the r purposes . I t h a s b e e n u n d e r a
blight because of rather vague road proposals which have not been buried, but it
is s t i l l t h r ea t ened with fur ther road proposals in the Wycombe Area Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
S t u d y . However, the Chief Executive's letter is very realistic about this, stating
t h a t the Council would be opposed to the s t e r i l i s a t i o n of the land because o f a l o n g

t e r m p r o p o s a l which might never r each f r u i t i o n .

We hope t h a t when a d e c i s i o n has been reached about the Study e a r l y next yea r,
t h a t t h e l a n d w i l l be g i v e n up f o r h o u s i n g .

G A I L E Y C A R AVA N S

The prominent s i t e occupied by Gai ley Caravans near Wycombe Marsh has long
been one o f the many u n a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e s a long the A.40. We now h e a r t h a t t h e

D i s t r i c t Council P lann ing Committee has r e f u s e d an e x t e n s i o n o f the l e a s e for the
s i t i n g of c a r a v a n s . I n s t e a d they wish t o use the l and f o r hous ing . We s t r o n g l y
s u p p o r t t h i s d e c i s i o n a n d hope t h a t the same a t t i t u d e w i l l p r e v a i l w i t h r e g a r d to
Open Car Pa rks m e n t i o n e d a b o v e .

WYCOMBE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

A public meeting was held in the Town Hall, High Wycombe, on Tuesday 21st
October, to d i s c u s s t h i s v i t a l s u b j e c t and to h e a r t h e views o f members o f t h e

p u b l i c . There seemed to be genera l approval for the r e p o r t , but s t r o n g fea r s
were expressed about the p l i g h t of p u b l i c t r anspor t and the s t e e p l y r i s i n g f a r e s .

The High Wycombe S o c i e t y ' s Planning Group submit ted pre l iminary views t o the
p a n e l a n d we t h o u g h t i t m i g h t i n t e r e s t our members a n d A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s i f we
p r i n t e d below the more important proposals and s u g g e s t i o n s :

1. A more appeal ing publ ic t ranspor t system i s needed to he lp r e l i e v e
c o n g e s t i o n .

2 . T h e r e s h o u l d be no s i g n i fi c a n t i n c r e a s e in "on o r o f f " s t r e e t p a r k i n g
i n t h e t o w n c e n t r e . O f f s t r e e t p a r k i n g s h o u l d be o f s h o r t d u r a t i o n .

3 . We a r e s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t a n y m a j o r h i g h w a y i m p r o v e m e n t s or new r o a d s
t h e s e would e n c o u r a g e more t r a f fi c to e n t e r the Town c e n t r e .

4 . We a r e a g a i n s t b u s - o n l y s t r e e t s i f t h i s means a l l o w i n g b u s e s t h r o u g h
p e d e s t r i a n p r e c i n c t s .

5. Tr a f fi c l i g h t s a t To t t e r i d g e Road/Amersham Hil l should be i n s t a l l e d
i m m e d i a t e l y f o r s a f e t y r e a s o n s .
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BUS STOP
REQUEST

6. N e w l a n d s s h o u l d b e t h e b u s t e r m i m s
w h e r e o n e i s r e q u i r e d i n t h e t o w n c e n t r e :
O t h e r n o n - t e r m i n a t i n g r o u t e s s h o u l d g o
v i a t h e k a i l w a y S t a t i o n .

7. P u b l i c Open C a r P a r k s in o r n e a r t h e
To w n c e n t r e s h o u l d be u s e d f o r new
h o u s i n g .

8. We a r e very s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t the widening
of the A.404 (Amersham H i l l ) .

9. We wish t o s e e immedia t e ly t h e a d o p t i o n
of p e d e s t r i a n p r e c i n c t s in p a r t s of High
S t r e e t , Church S t r e e t and W h i t e Hart
S t r e e t .

10. We made a number o f s u g g e s t i o n s f o r
i m p r o v i n g t h e i n n e r c i r c u l a t i o n of
t r a f fi c .

11. A p e d e s t r i a n cross-over should be
provided under the A.404 to a l low sa fe r
a c c e s s f o r c h i l d r e n t o a n d f r o m t h e

r a i l w a y s t a t i o n .

Mr. Parker-Jervis , the Chairman at the
5 .c . p u b l i c meeting, in complaining about the

comparatively spa r se a t t endance , i n v i t e d

"I was reading here how the e v e r y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n l o c a l t r a n s p o r t
p r o b l e m s to send t h e i r comments on t h e

bus serurce could be improved " Study t o the County Engineer and Surveyor

and didn't notice one draw up forme, at County. O f fi c e s , Aylesbury be fore 1st
December, 1975. We hope tha t many of our
m e m b e r s a n d A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s w i l l
r e s p o n d t o t h i s a p p e a l .

H I S TO R I C BUILDINGS GROUP

Old Chequers
We were i n t r i g u e d t o read i n t h e "Bucks Free P r e s s " about t h e S e c r e t S e s s i o n

h e l d by t h e P l a n n i n g ( C o n t r o l & Development) Commit tee o f the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l t o
d i s c u s s the " t a c t i c s " for the C o u n c i l ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a t the forthcoming Public
Enquiry. I t w i l l be remembered t h a t the Council re fused to accep t a purchase
notice served on them by the Developers; on the grounds that the building was capable
of beneficia l use; and yet, we are inclined to believe the "Bucks F r e e P r e s s " when they
say " i t is no s e c r e t t h a t t h e c o u n c i l would l i k e t h e b u i l d i n g p u l l e d down".

As an Amenity Society engaged in the ba t t l e for the preservation of this building
w e a r e i n no way f u r i o u s w i t h t h e C o u n c i l f o r n o t a l l o w i n g us t o l i s t e n t o t h e i r
d e l i b e r a t i o n s ; we a r e q u i t e con ten t t o wa i t f o r t h e C o u n c i l ' s " t a c t i c s " t o man i fe s t
t h e m s e l v e s a t the Enquiry, and confident that as a r e su l t of these t a c t i c s , or in s p i t e
of them - whichever may prove to be the case - it w i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d fo r a t h i r d t i m e

t h a t t h e bu i ld ing is capable and worthy of res to ra t ion . Of course , we s h a l l , in
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y a n d w i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f S o c i e t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e

coun t ry, make our u s u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e d e b a t e . As c i t i z e n s and R a t e p a y e r s we
r a t h e r s a d t h a t t h e C o u n c i l should have found it necessary to devise their " tac t ics"

in s e c r e t .

Wa l t e r Kraft.
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TOLL HOUSE

On 2 4 t h S e p t e m b e r t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l d i s c u s s e d t h e To l l House a n d

w h e t h e r a p p r o v a l s h o u l d be g i v e n f o r i t s d e m o l i t i o n as r e q u e s t e d by t h e S p o r t s C l u b .

The q u e s t i o n was deba ted f o r a long t ime in a very t h o u g h t f u l way and t h e r e was much

support for the restoration if possible. At t h e s u g g e s t i o n o f t h e C o u n c i l we a r e

s e e k i n g fi n a n c i a l h e l p f rom t h e v a r i o u s N a t i o n a l a n d o t h e r S o c i e t i e s w h o s u p p o r t e d

u s . It seems u n l i k e l y, de sp i t e the i r sympathy, tha t they will be able to provide funds.
Their incomes a re s t r i c t l y l imi ted , with b a r e l y s u f fi c i e n t t o c o v e r day t o day r u n n i n g

e x p e n s e s . The C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y has made a generous o f f e r of £100, but of course
need a good d e a l more t o b r i d g e the gap, u n l e s s we c a n fi n d o t h e r m e a n s o f r e s t o r i n g

t h e b u i l d i n g .

It would be possible to leave the building properly landscaped, as a picturesque
r u i n , t o await a more favourable time for res tora t ion, but we would like to see it
p rope r ly r e s t o r e d . The s i t u a t i o n i s no t h o p e l e s s . The b u i l d i n g is no t i n t h e way
o f any o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i t i s not a n u i s a n c e t o a n y o n e a p a r t from i t s d e r e l i c t

appearance, and tha t could be r e c t i fi e d with a l i t t l e e f f o r t . We do know t h a t two
l o c a l fi r m s might be w i l l i n g t o he lp with roof and t imbers a t a low c o s t , or even
f o r nothing. It has a l s o been s u g g e s t e d w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l and b y A r t h u r

P e r c i v a l , Sec r e t a ry of the EAHY Committee, t ha t s t u d e n t s in the Bui ld ing Sec t ion of
the C o l l e g e o f Te c h n o l o g y migh t be i n t e r e s t e d in t h e b u i l d i n g a s a p r o j e c t . A n o t h e r

s o u r c e of h e l p c o u l d be a g r a n t from t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l from t h e fund s e t a s i d e

for H i s t o r i c Bui ld ings under the 1962 H i s t o r i c Bui ld ings A c t . The C o u n t y C o u n c i l

a r e w i l l i n g t o h e l p so p e r h a p s our own C o u n c i l w i l l do l ikewise.

The f a t e o f t h e To l l House i s t o be d e b a t e d a g a i n by t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l on 12th
November and we w i l l make a p l e a on t h e l i n e s o f t h i s a r t i c l e .

I f t h e b u i l d i n g could be r e s t o r e d it would not be a r e p l i c a a s over 2 / 3 r d s of the
Toll House a r e s t i l l t he r e . It would be i r on i c i f t h i s p r o j e c t to c e l e b r a t e EAHY
should culminate in a demol i t ion j o b i n s t ead . As many as 40 local fi r m s a n d m a n y

individuals contributed to our Appeal Fund in addition to our own members and Affil ia ted
S o c i e t i e s . I f any member o r A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t y would l i k e t o o f f e r f u r t h e r fi n a n c i a l

help, Jim Cottrel l at 13 London Road would be glad to receive donations made p a y a b l e t o

"The T o l l House Appea l Fund.

J i m C o t t r e l l

N
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T R E E S GROUP

On Saturday October 10th, a massive onslaught on o u r Nursery bed a t Magpie
Wood was u n d e r t a k e n by two members o f t h e Group w i th t h e ve ry k i n d and a b l e
assistance of the 7th High Wycombe Baptist Rangers. Weeds had grown alarmingly
through the Summer and without the he lp given the task would have been formidable.

Desp i te rumours to t h e c o n t r a r y , the Desborough S t r e e t Playground scheme is
not yet d e a d . The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l i s d e t e r m i n e d t h a t money a l l o c a t e d f o r the

s h o u l d be spen t on it a l t h o u g h r e s u l t s o f e n q u i r i e s c a s t d o u b t s on whether
the money is s t i l l ava i l ab le . We hope to report more pos i t ive ly in the next
N e w s l e t t e r .

Our woods are abundant with a g lor ious var ie ty of fungi a t this time of the
y e a r and an i n t e r e s t i n g fo ray through Kingswood was unde r t aken on Sa tu rday October
25th with d o - i t - y o u r s e l f i d e n t i fi c a t i o n of specimens at M i c k l e fi e l d Environmental
S t u d i e s C e n t r e a f t e r w a r d s . With enthusiasm s t i l l h igh , some of us jo ined the
B r i t i s h Microbiology Soc ie ty f o r a fo ray through Savernake F o r e s t the following d a y .
Here, over one hundred d i fferent species were found including a previously unknown
one and four specimens were gent t o Kew for i d e n t i fi c a t i o n . The t r u l y exper t l e a d e r -
sh ip of Prof. Richard Jennings was most s t i m u l a t i n g . Anyone i n t e r e s t e d in j o i n i n g
a f o r a y to be l ed by him next Spr ing s h o u l d w r i t e to me a t 52a Booker Lane, High
Wycombe ( T e l . High Wycombe 2 6 6 1 6 )

I n • 5C.

"You naughty man, you've beer
nibbling strange fungus again,"

Watchdogs have a l e r t e d u s t h a t t r e e s

a r e b e i n g f e l l e d in B r a n c h Wood. The
F o r e s t r y Commission a s s u r e d us t h a t t h i s i s

part of the West Wycombe Es t a t e ' s convenant
with them, and r ep lan t ing w i l l t a k e p l ace
hopefully next Spring. Hearnton Wood, L i t t l e
Cockshoot Wood, Tilbury Wood, Hellbottom
Wood and Lees Wood wi l l be s i m i l a r l y
a f f e c t e d i n t h e f u t u r e . Removal o f t r e e s i n
s m a l l a r e a s and r e p l a n t i n g i s t h e i r p o l i c y
t o e n s u r e the f u t u r e o f the wood, t o k e e p
the stock h e a l t h y, and provide t r e e s of
varying age. Perimeter t r e e s th rea ten ing t e
e n d a n g e r h o u s e s a r e a l s o t o b e r e m o v e d . We

f e e l , approval is g iven t o b u i l d houses a n d

e s t a t e s f a r t o o c l o s e to t h e edge of woods,
causing t h e i r per imeter t r ees t o b e r e m o v e d
a f t e r the h o u s e s a r e e s t a b l i s h e d a n d t h u s
d i m i n i s h i n g t h e s i z e o f t h e wood . When w i l l

t h i s s t o p . Perhaps a minimum d i s t a n c e should
be decided, beyond which the boundary

not t r a n g r e s s . T h i s i s
s o m e t h i n g we s h a l l h a v e t o t a k e u p w i t h t h e
P l a n n i n g a u t h o r i t y .

Mr. Hall from TRADA's London H.Q. has
a g r e e d to t a l k t o members o f t h e T r o o s g r o u p

in t h e n e a r future. Members o f t h e Group
w i l l b e n o t i fi e d a s s o o n a s a d a t e h a s b e e n

dec ided . The meeting w i l l p robably be h e l d
i n t h e F r i e n d s " M e e t i n g H o u s e a t 5 a L o n d o n
Road a n d r e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e p r o v i d e d .

B a r b a r a Ripp ing ton .



8 -

C O R N
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WATER GROUP
P a n n M i l l W a t e r W h e e l

As a r e g u l t o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t o t h e
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l made by t h e J o i n t EAHY
Committee, permission has been given f o r the
t u r n i n g o f t he Wa t e r Wheel a t Pann M i l l . The
Wate r Group o f t h e S o c i e t y i s w i l l i n g t o h e l p
w i t h t h i s w o r k i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l E n g i n e e r and o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d
b o d i e s . The work seems to be in two p h a s e s .
F i r s t we must s e e t h a t t h e w h e e l i s " t u r n a b l e "
and if so we must go on to the c l e a r i n g of the
channel t o e n a b l e t h e w a t e r to fl o w f r e e l y . I f
t h e t a s k i s a c c o m p l i s h e d i t i s i n t e n d e d to
have the wheel t u rn ing o c c a s i o n a l l y, for
s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s a n d w i t h a d e q u a t e s u p e r v i s i o n .
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d in t h e p r o j e c t is a s k e d t o
c o n t a c t the Hon. S e c r e t a r y . It s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y
h e l p to r e j u v e n a t e o u r Wa t e r G r o u p .

P e t e r Morgan

1, .. / / 1

"YOU'RE RATHER PREMATURE,
WE HAVEN'T EVEN FREED THE
WHEEL YET.".

THOUGHT F O R T H E DAY

T a k e n f r o m a p a m p h l e t o f t h e
C o u n c i l f o r t h e P r o t e c t i o n
o f Rura l E n g l a n d :

"Every year-accord ing
t o t h e o f fi c i a l G o v e r n m e n t
s t a t i s t i c s - m o r e t h a n 1 0 0
s q u a r e m i l e s o f c o u n t r y s i d e
in England and Wales
d i sappea r s"

J . C .

"Would you care To borrow my aid can?"

HIGH WYCOMBE A S I T WAS
Are you looking for ideas fo r Christmas p re sen t s? Perhaps you can not do b e t t e r

fo r one of them than t o buy our L i b r a r i a n ' s l a t e s t book "High Wycombe As It Was". Ivan
Sparkes has got together a f a s c i n a t i n g c o l l e c t i o n of o ld photographs and information
about High Wycombe in daysgone by. I t will appeal to a l l ages and is a very good buy
a t £ 1 . 2 0 f r o m l o c a l b o o k s e l l e r s
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R e g i s t r a t i o n of the Rye and ad jo in ing lands of Wendover Way.
Keep H i l l , Dyke Mead and Holywell Mead as Town Greens.
(Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n A c t o f 1965)

Derek Woods, the indefatigable Hon. Secretary of the Rye Protection
Society, has sent us the following information about the legal argument
waged r e c e n t l y a t Aylesbury be fo re Mr. S e t t l e , Q.C. concerning t h e s t a t u s
o f t h e Rye a n d a d j o i n i n g l a n d s :

"Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t o f o l l o w up an e a r l i e r o b j e c t i o n
'of the former Borough Council t o t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n of the Rye and o the r s
Town Greens wi th in the meaning of Sec t ion 22(1) of the above-mentioned Act.
When one bears in mind that Batchelors Acre, New Windsor, - a school play-
g r o u n d d u r i n g t h e week a n d a c a r p a r k a t weekends a n d a n a r e a w h e r e i n n o

sports have been played for over 85 years, has been deemed a Town Green, one
w i l l fi n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e a s o n s f o r a u t h o r i t y r e f u s i n g t o
c e r t i f y the Rye as the loca l Town Green - which has been i n use f o r the
playing of spo r t s fo r many years. (We have evidence of games being played
on t h e Rye a s f a r back a s 1 7 7 4 ) .

Following a Hearing before the Commons Commissioner a t Aylesbury on t h e
1 6 t h O c t o b e r i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t on t h e l e g a l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f one word i n t h e
C h e p p i n g Wycombe Local A c t o f 1927 t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h i s town were d e n i e d
( a l t h o u g h t h e c o s t s o f d e f r a y i n g t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e l o c a l a c t w e r e met by
l o c a l r a t e p a y e r s ) the r i g h t t o p lay games and spo r t s a s of r i g h t on these lands .
T h a t we o n l y wander upon the anc ien t Rye and play games - perhaps unhindered -
by c o n s e n t o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n .

T h i s i s b e c a u s e t h e word " d e t e r m i n e d " was i n s e r t e d i n t o t h e 1927 A c t a n d
h a s t h e meaning accord ing t o Mr. S e t t l e Q.C., Commons Commissioner, of say ing
t h e s e l a n d s may on ly be u s e d f o r c e r t a i n games as p e r m i t t e d ( d e t e r m i n e d ) by t h e
C o r p o r a t i o n and not as of anc ien t r i g h t as r e f e r r e d t o in P a r k e r ' s His to ry of
Wycombe 1862-1878."

J.COTTREN.

Q u e .
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR

International Women's Year has not passed by unnoticed in High Wycombe.
A committee was set up under the chairmanship of Councillor Mrs. Florence
Wright, to organise and coordinate events. There was a d e l i g h t f u l Musical
evening a t Wycombe Abbey School, and Fourways Drama group p roduced"Pe t t i coa t
Rebel l ion" . There was a competi t ion for s c h o o l g i r l s - the r e s u l t s of which
were seen u n t i l t h e end of October in the Library. The B u s i n e s s a n d P r o f e s s -

i o n a l Women's c l u b d o n a t e d a g a r d e n s e a t f o r t h e use of t h e e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s

of Ashbrook in Park S t r e e t , and the Nat ional Housewives ' R e g i s t e r a r e d i s p l a y i n g
p i c t u r e s of no tab le women in the Bus S t a t i o n . They have p roduced a n a t t r a c t i v e

b o o k l e t about t h e p o r t r a i t s and International Women's Year, price 10p available
f r o m J a c k i e Downie ( Te l . HW. 2 5 0 0 0 )

International Women's Year is about widening the horizons of all our women-
folk , encouraging them to take t h e i r places bes ide men wherever dec is ions

made, and he lp ing men to realise that everyone has d i f f e r i n g t a l e n t s t h a t may be
u t i l i s e d for the b e n e fi t of the whole community.

ada arrier talents that any be
F r a n c e s A l e x a n d e r .

EQUALRIGHTS
MEN

WOM
EN

"HOLD THE BANNER STRAIN, WERE NOT GETN THE MESAGE ACROS"
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QUARTERLY MEETINGS

On 19th September John Ligertwood t a lked t o us in the G u i l d h a l l about
County Houses in Bucks. This was a most i n t e r e s t i n g even ing , w i th s u p e r b
s l i d e s of h i s t o r y, and a m u s i n g a n e c d o t e s . Mr. L i g e r t w o o d c e r t a i n l y i n f e c t e d
t h o s e p r e s e n t w i t h h i s e n t h u s i a s m and love f o r t h e s e u n i q u e h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s .
The message was c l e a r - u n l e s s a good u s e can be found f o r them they w i l l f a l l
i n t o d e c a y and a v i t a l p a r t of our h e r i t a g e w i l l disappear.

Our next Q u a r t e r l y Meet ing w i l l be h e l d in the G u i l d h a l l in J a n u a r y, 1976.
D e t a i l s o f t h i s m e e t i n g w i l l be p u b l i s h e d l a t e r .

HELP THE AGED. High Wycombe, Marlow a n d D i s t r i c t Appeal
The High Wycombe S o c i e t y s u p p o r t s t h e a ims of Help t h e Aged and we hope

t h a t s o m e o f our m e m b e r s a n d A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s w i l l b e a b l e t o s u p p o r t t h e
Annual Appeal t o h e l p aged r e f u g e e s and t h e d e s t i t u t e o v e r s e a s .

Money is u rgen t ly needed and any donat ions should be s e n t to Hon, Tr e a s u r e r ,
Help the Aged, L/A High Wycombe, Marlow and Dis t r ic t Appeal, Barclays Bank Ltd.,
2 Dashwood Avenue, High Wycombe, or 10 High Street , Marlow. Cheques should be
made p a y a b l e t o He lp t h e Aged.

Good c l o t h i n g , e s p e c i a l l y Lightweight C l o t h i n g , and Blankets a re a l s o needed.
These may be handed i n on 4th or 5th November to the Gift Shop at 19, High Street ,
High Wycombe. In a d d i t i o n many churches i n High Wycombe, Marlow and d i s t r i c t w i l l
be open on t h e s e two d a y s t o r e c e i v e g i f t s .

Dorothy Saunders I r e g r e t to repor t t h e death of Dorothy Saunders on 30th
S e p t e m b e r i n Amersham H o s p i t a l a f t e r a s h o r t i l l n e s s . Dorothy was f o r many
years a much loved teacher a t Sp r ing Gardens School and many people i n t h e
town, fo r tuna t e enough t o have been taught by h e r, w i l l t e s t i f y t o her g r e a t
s o l i c i t u d e f o r t h e c h i l d r e n i n her ca r e . Dorothy w a s a v a l u e d m e m b e r o f t h e
S o c i e t y and we s h a l l miss h e r .

F l o r r i e O n s l o w.

Edward Sweetland, A.R.P.S.
It i s w i t h deep r e g r e t tha t I have t o r e p o r t the d e a t h of Mr.C. E.Sweetland.

The S o c i e t y in t e n d e r i n g t h e i r c o n d o l e n c e s t o h i s r e l a t i v e s s h a r e i n t h e i r
g r i e f a t a s a d l o s s . He d i sp layed the b e s t of q u a l i t i e s in man, both in
h i s own p e r s o n a l i t y and in the high s t a n d a r d s ach i ev ed by h i s work.

The " S w e e t l a n d " p h o t o g r a p h i c s t u d i o was founded p r i o r t o t h e t u r n o f t h e
c e n t u r y in succeeding h i s f a t h e r , Mr. C.E. Sweetland mixed with h i s
p r o f e s s i o n a l s k i l l a form of charm and kindness which i s r a r e . He allowed many
of h i s p i c t u r e s of Old Wycombe t o be d i sp layed at e x h i b i t i o n s s t a g e d by t h e
S o c i e t y a n d t h e town has become a l l t h e r i c h e r b y t h e p r e s e n c e o f s u c h a r e c o r d .

D. J . Woods


