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E I G H T Y E A R S O L D

Formed in November 1968, the Society is now eight y e a r s old,
a n d w e f e e l tha t we h a v e a c h i e v e d a good d e a l d u r i n g tha t t i m e . T h e

Society has increased in numbers slowly, but surely, and has attracted
considerable suppor t from many organisa t ions in the town. T h e w o r k
load has cer ta in ly increased, and we have become involved in a wide
v a r i e t y of a c t i v i t i e s . P e r h a p s o u r p r i n c i p a l o n e s can b e s u m m a r i s e d
t h u s : -

Widespread correspondence with many official bodies,
Socie t ies and individuals.

Frequent attendance a t Public Inquiries.

Prac t i ca l work for the community in c lear ing woodlands,
r i v e r s a n d ponds , a n d in c a r r y i n g out p r o j e c t s s u c h a s
helping with the preparat ion of chi ldren 's playgrounds,
creating gardens, and organising tree planting schemes.
Arranging group and quarter ly meetings covering many
topics associated with the work of the Society.

Wo r k in separate Groups to deal with Planning, Tr e e s
and Woodlands, Rivers and Water Features, Historic
Buildings, and Conservation Area problems.

Prepar ing a success ion of highly successful exhibitions.

Prepar ing and distributing a quarter ly Newsletter of
high s t a n d a r d .

Arranging a s e r i e s of social ac t iv i t ies which have given
g r e a t p l e a s u r e .
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Although we seem to be a successful Amenity Society, your
Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e i s r a t h e r wor r i ed . It will be i m p o s s i b l e to

keep up these activities and many others unless our financial situation
is a hea l thy one. O u r s is not! We depend a lmos t ent i rely on the
p a y m e n t o f subscript ions by m e m b e r s and affil ia ted Societies. The
money is vital - and so is the confidence which a large paid-up
membersh ip can give to the Executive Committee.
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PUT YOURSELF IN THE RIGHT GROUP.

W i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r i s e n c l o s e d a r e m i n d e r to t h o s e w h o h a v e

not yet paid their subscriptions. We need this help urgently, so we
as k al l the m e m b e r s and affil ia ted Societies concerned to respond to

this appeal, so that the Society can continue and expand i t s work for
the community of High Wycombe and District.

Ted Kearney
Chairman.

PLANNING G R O U P

Te r r i e r s F a r m - Public Inquiry

The Public Inquiry into the recent application for permission to
build 140 houses on some 11 a c r e s of Te r r i e r s F a r m lasted 4 days,

during which 11 witnesses gave evidence, with the Chiltern and High
Wycombe Societies appearing in support of the District Council, who
opposed the application. The Report issued on the ear l ie r H. 7 Inquiry
was not an easy starting point for the opposition, but it was pointed out
t h a t t h o s e w h o i n 1 9 7 3 c l a m o u r e d f o r t h e r e l e a s e of e v e r m o r e l a n d in

r u r a l a r e a s for the housing of Londoners have been proved wrong, in

as much a s the G. L.C. itself now wants its people back.
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We were fortunate in having a s a witness M r. Jeff Hawkins,
who spoke with supreme authority, and who pointed out that the land
was good farming land, and that if there was a demand for houses,
the re was a lso a demand fo r f a rms ; not to speak of the press ing
N a t i o n a l n e e d f o r m o r e h o m e food p r o d u c t i o n . T h e l o s s o f 11 a c r e s
of farm land may seem insignificant on a National scale, but so i s
t h e a d d i t i o n to t h e N a t i o n a l s t o c k o f a m e r e 140 h o u s e s . O n e m u s t

always compare comparables . What one m u s t ask in this context is
whether the loss of 11 a c r e s of irreplaceable, good farm land can be
justified by the gain of 140 houses, which in any case need not be
built in that pa r t i cu la r location.

One final point was the obvious fact that this proposed
development would merely be a beginning, by establishing a bridgehead
into the open country west of Kingshill Road, and there is no knowing
w h e r e it m i g h t end.

We await the decision with grave concern.

Housing Deve lopmen t a t C r e s s e x

The District Council have published their new proposal for
housing development at Cressex , and have c i rcula ted this to all res idents
of Cressex Road, inviting them to comment within 28 days. They do
not seem to invite objections from anyone else. Nevertheless, the High
Wycombe Society will object, in no uncertain terms. We are not only
support ing the C r e s s e x and D i s t r i c t R e s i d e n t s ' Assoc i a t i on in this

objection, but we think that the development a s now proposed will be
bad for the town. We also object to the procedure adopted, which, if
allowed, would deprive the public of their proper rights.

Planning Control

Planning Control is nearly 30 years old, and u n d e r s t a n d a b l y the
m a n d a r i n s a r e g e t t i n g r e s t l e s s . They commissioned Sir George Dobry
Q.C. to review the system, hoping, no doubt, that he would infuse
some fresh excitement into a job which must to some of them seem as
dreary by now as issuing dog licences. To his credit, Sir George did
not propose any br i l l iant and suitably expensive innovations, but
observed that on the whole the system worked satisfactorily. To work
off their f rustrat ion, some other initiative was cal led for. T h e r e c a n
be no other explanation for proposals r ecen t ly issued by the Department
of t h e E n v i r o n m e n t f o r d i s c u s s i o n to a m e n d the G e n e r a l D e v e l o p m e n t
Order.
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These proposals certainly s t i r r e d up some excitement. The
Civic Trust collected comments from many interested part ies ,
including the High Wycombe Society, and submitted a memorandum
to the Department of the Environment collating the rep l ies received.
They were uniformly unfavourable to the main proposals .

The details a r e r a the r forbidding, but the objections are
obvious even to the inexpert. Two examples m u s t s u f fi c e : -

It is proposed that planning control over new
fronts should be scrapped, even in Conservation
Areas - for administrative convenience, and;

s h o p

that District Councils may declare - by local
Development Orders - that any specified type of
development (or, a s I read it, a n d if t h e y s o

wish, all types of development!) shall be allowed
in the i r a rea without the need of planning
permission - again for administrative convenience.

OK

OPTICIAN
B A N K
GET YOUR
FIVERS HERE

0 0 v

D
YOURSELF

STRIKING

BARGAINS

B U I L D I N G
S O C I E T Y

What a scenario!

Walter Kraft.

West Central Area, High Wycombe

The District Council, looking ahead to the new Local Plan which
will determine the character and pattern of the town, have made
p r o p o s a l s to c o n t r o l the s i t u a t i o n i n the W e s t C e n t r a l A r e a un t i l s u c h
t i m e a s the P l a n i s in u se . T h e Counci l feel t ha t t h i s a r e a n e e d s
priori ty of attention, and we think most people would agree with them.
T h e a r e a c o n c e r n e d stretches from the edge of the Octagon to Chapel
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Lane, and from West Wycombe Road to the edge of the newer
residential development on the valley s ides to the south.

They have divided the t e r r i t o ry into four zones, and they have
suggested a policy for each one. They hope to achieve a relatively
harmonious balance between industry and housing, to improve the
housing stock, and to improve environmental conditions generally,
especially where there are noise and other industrial problems. T h e

main aim is to prevent any further deterioration in the area, and to
bring about improvements where possible during the interim period
b e f o r e the c r e a t i o n of the Local Plan.

They hope to succeed in these aims by the monitoring of
planning applications, ensuring that they conform with the interim
policy. We feel that it is a sens ib le plan, but we have suggested
that in some instances more positive action may be needed, especially
in places which a r e under Council control. We have drawn par t icu la r
attention to the River Wye which runs through the area and could be
improved. We have a l s o d r awn a t ten t ion to the need to s c r e e n the
ugly open c a r p a r k s . We h a v e a s k e d that the m a m m o t h open c a r
park against the Octagon be included in the scheme and that se r ious
consideration be given to the establishment of housing there, especially
for old people in view of i ts central position.

Noise

As mentioned in our last Newsletter, we hope to publish
information about the means which are available to combat noise. Local
industry is often in conflict with nearby householders and the following
ext rac t may be of in te res t to those who suffer from industr ial noise.

Applications f o r Planning Permission

The Department of the Environment has asked local authorit ies
to take into account the probable effects of noise when considering
applications for planning permission. Permission for any form of
development can be the subject of conditions to prevent or minimise
noise disburbance. Working can, for example, be restricted to particular
times, the use of noisy tools can be regulated and requirements about
n o i s e b a r r i e r s c an be m a d e .

All app l i ca t ions for planning p e r m i s s i o n a r e r e c o r d e d in the local
planning register, which is open to public inspection.

L o c a l authorities are required to publicise some applications for
noisy developments. In other c a s e s w h e r e new d e v e l o p m e n t s will

substantially affect neighbouring property, local authorities have been
asked to notify neighbours of the application, either individually, or by
posting of si te notices.
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"FOR GOODNESS SAKE TURN IT DOWN. I CAN'T TELL WHETHER
THERE'S ANY QUTSIDE NOISE OR NOT .

Any objections to a proposed development should be sent to the
l o c a l planning department. If p e r m i s s i o n for the development i s r e f u s e d
and the applicant then appeals to the appropriate Secretary of State against
the refusal, the local authority will advise you how to make your
objections known to the Secretary of State.

T r a f fi c i n t h e Town Centre

Members of the Society and of Affiliated Societies will have seen

the publicity about the current proposals to restrict traffic in the Town
Centre, and some may have made their comments to the County Engineer.

Enclosed with this Newsletter is the pamphlet explaining the
scheme, and a reply form for comments. We u r g e a l l o u r m e m b e r s

and Hon. Sec re t a r i e s of Affiliated Societies to complete and return the
reply form to the County Engineer a s s o o n a s poss ib le . If you have
already made your comments, please pass the pamphlet and reply form
to a f r i e n d o r neighbour.

The objectives of the schemes are very much in line with the
Society's proposals, and we hope everybody in the town and district will
suppor t them. It i s t ime o u r Town C e n t r e b e c a m e a m o r e c i v i l i s e d

place, with greater freedom to walk and shop. It has been shown that
in the numerous schemes ca r r i ed out in this country, and throughout

Europe, that the whole community benefits, including the shop keepers!
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Planning Watchdog

Mrs. C a s s i d y is now unable to c a r r y on a s o u r Planning
Watchdog. We need someone urgently to continue this vital job! If
any member with a little spare time would like to help in this way,
I would be m o s t grateful if he o r she could get in touch with me.
Any volunteer could sample the job for a limited period before making
any commitment .

Rosemary Shooter
Tel: High Wycombe 26964.

H. 3. - Land to the north of the A. 40 at West Wycombe Road

The Dis t r i c t Council have recent ly applied to themselves for
permiss ion to build on part of the H. 3. site. The application states
that 301 h o u s e s with a s s o c i a t e d r o a d s a r e to be c o n s t r u c t e d on
approximately 10 hectares of the site a t its Western end.

We a r e very unhappy with this application, a s piecemeal
development of this very important site will almost cer ta in ly resu l t inp o r t a n t   s t t e   w i l l   a i r o s !
yet another planning d i s a s t e r. In preparing this plan, the District
Council have ignored the important conditions on the outline document,
toge ther with the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s made for the s i t e in the High
Wycombe and District Planning Review. This application has angered
the people of Downley and Bellfield because, if passed, it will mean
that the h e a v y c o n s t r u c t i o n t r a f fi c wil l h a v e to ga in a c c e s s to the s i te

via their estate roads, a s the A. 40 access will n o t be available until

l a te r, if a t all.



- 8 -

In r e a d i n g t h i s r e p o r t you m a y w o n d e r why publ ic opinion h a s
again been ignored. To help you understand the situation, h e r e a r e
t w o q u o t e s from officers of the Wycombe District Council.

T h e fi r s t i n t h e 5 th N o v e m b e r 1 9 7 6 e d i t i o n of t h e B u c k s F r e e
Press , a Spokesman from the Council said "the Council does
own the land and can really do what they wish with it"

The other by Malcolm Dean, the D i s t r i c t P l a n n i n g O f fi c e r and
Architect, in a letter to residents around the H. 3. site,
notifying them of the new application - "Because staff
r e sou rces a r e s t r ic t ly limited, it is regre t ted that my
department cannot enter into correspondence about the application"

The Hughenden Park Estate Residents' Association, the Bellfield
R e s i d e n t s ' Association, and the High Wycombe Society, have all asked
the Department of the Environment to call this application in for a
P u b l i c Inquiry.

I a n S t o n e
C h a i r m a n ,
B e l l fi e l d R e s i d e n t s ' A s s n .

T h e P l a c e o f Bucks i n t h e South-East Planning Strategy

T h e Soc ie ty h a s r e c e i v e d a book le t f r om the D e p a r t m e n t of t h e
Environment, notifying us of a report just published by the "South East
Joint Planning Team" , which updates the 1970 Strategic Plan for the
South-East . The Society intends to buy a copy of the report, on which
comments have been invited by 14th January. A s s u m m a r i s e d i n t h e
booklet, the report should be of interest to people in Wycombe in the
fol lowing respects:-

1. T h e s t r a t e g y now a s s u m e s m i n i m a l popu la t ion g rowth
in the region as a whole, within which context it
seeks to stem, if not reverse, the outflow from
London to o t h e r p a r t s of the r e g i o n .

2. It re i tera tes the growth a reas proposed in 1970 -
Milton Keynes and Aylesbury, but not Wycombe.

3. It similarly re-affirms the 1970 "areas of restraint",
w h i c h i n c l u d e t h e C h i l t e r n s .

4. Regarding other areas , the following quotations give
a n i n d i c a t i o n : -
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"Development. . . . . . . . . . s h o u l d so far as possible
take p l ace within the g rowth a r e a s i n d i c a t e d i n the
original Strategic P l a n . . . . . . . Nevertheless, it is
r e c o g n i s e d t h a t s o m e d e v e l o p m e n t will o c c u r o u t s i d e
the growth a r e a s indicated. This is part ly because
of commitments already in the pipeline, and p a r t l y
because of the need to allow grea te r initiative to
indus t ry. Applications involving employment growth,
whether of manufacturing o r se rv ice industry, should
h a v e s y m p a t h e t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h e r e t h e r e i s a
strong case for allowing such development and
provided it is not inconsistent with other planning
objectives"

There a r e a lso some comments on the t ranspor t network, on
airport development and on planning organisation, which may be of
i n t e r e s t to o u r m e m b e r s .

It will be interest ing to see what effect the publication of this
repor t will have on the preparat ion of the County's St ructure Plan.
The County Council set up a panel to revise the draft plan, and judging
from the Bucks F r e e P r e s s ar t icle on October 22nd, their revision
gives the Society something to worry about, insofar as it proposes:-

(a) that the population of Wycombe should be allowed to
expand by 6, 500 more than originally planned;

(b) that housing provision should be increased by utilising
"small sites of between one and four acres , which
were not included in the draft plan";

(c) that provision of council housing (the only way so far
suggested of obtaining low-cost housing) should be
l e f t to t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s
(Wycombe District Council has just reduced its house-
building p r o g r a m m e f rom 600 to 230 per annum);

(d) t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e l e s s d r a s t i c r e s t r i c t i o n s o n t h e
introduction of new employment - "The policy has
been mod ified to allow manufac tu r ing indus t ry to
p r o s p e r - p rov id ing it i s s p e c i fi c a l l y r e l a t e d to the
n e e d s a n d resources of the local community"

To my mind, this adds up to a "carry on as before" policy, i.e.
lots more houses will be built, without even having the virtue of housing
local peop le in need.
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T h e p a n e l ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r r e v i s i o n of t h e d r a f t S t r u c t u r e

Plan go for approval to the full County Council meeting on November
25th.

E r i c Alexander.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS GROUP

Coltman's Old Shop - 29 High Street

We have considered what has happened to this old shop. The
restorers found it was in a really shocking condition, and in the end
the 18th Century front elevation was demolished. Of course, it had
already been altered by means of 19th and 20th Century shop windows,
but nevertheless, and in spite of the really excellent rebuilding that
has taken place - a fine piece of reproductive craftsmanship - we
regret the passing of the old colour washed building. We a r e g lad to
see that the a t t rac t ive oil j a r s have been replaced; these a r e a
survival from the past which a r e unique outside London. We a re
advised that the building needs washing over with cows' dung, a s this
has a mellowing effect and encourages the growth of lichens. T h e

building certainly looks raw and new. Strangely, it seems to affect
the appearance of Hamnett Raffety's next door.

Wi d m e r F a r m - Widmer End

Members of the Committee examined the farm and the plans for
i t s r e s t o r a t i o n . T h e p r o p o s a l s a r e excellent. T h e new owner is

expected to submit plans for the r e s to ra t ion of the ba rns and their
conversion to housing of character.

5, 5A and 6 Paul's Row

We a r e pleased to see the Antiquarian Bookshop in Paul's Row.
Its dere l ic t neighbour i s to be rebui l t in a style that will blend in with
the bookshop .

No. 9 Castle Place

We have strongly opposed the application to alter the use of this
house to offices. This little row should be kept for housing purposes.
If the P a r i s h Church is the Cathedral of South Bucks, this row i s
a l m o s t the C a t h e d r a l C l o s e and just a s important .
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T h e W i n d s o r C h a i r

Mr. Stuart King makes model Windsor chairs - that is,
m i n i a t u r e r e p r o d u c t i o n s of the m a n y v a r i e t i e s of the c h a i r s that h a v e

proved so popula r o v e r the past two c e n t u r i e s .On 27th S e p t e m b e r
he brought them to the Friends ' Meeting House, when he talked to
the Group about the History of the Windsor Chair, linking it with the
work of the Chair Bodgers and the use of many simple tools. Stuart
is a m a s t e r of his subject, and we were all fascinated by his talk
and the beaut i ful e x a m p l e s of h i s work.

J im Cottrell.

T R E E S G R O U P

كداع

Wha Е т , с т и
m u 4 m l c i l M TE.

"THAT'S WHAT COMES OF PINCHING THEIR TREES "

Tr e e s have had a cr i t ical year.
have been the drought and t r e a t m e n t by man.

T h e i r two m a j o r d i f fi c u l t i e s
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E s t a b l i s h e d t r e e s h a v e found t h e i r own a n s w e r to the fi r s t by
early leaf drop in many cases, thus having fewer leaves to feed and
transpire from. How many leafless trees are actually dead will only
be known next Spring. For many mature trees, last year's weather
appears to have benefited them a s is shown by the very heavy beech
mast this year and abundance of nuts on hazel and oak. Many holly
trees, Yew and Hawthorn a r e rich in berries. A s h a n d H o r s e
Chestnut appear to have fruited less heavily than usual.

The second difficulty, man, trees are powerless to cope with and
need all our protective help. Despite our strong protests, the Wycombe
Abbey School, District Council and County Forestry Officer found no
reason to object to the felling of 249 trees in the Abbey grounds, 57%
of which w e r e a g e d 50 y e a r s o r more. T h e s e t r e e s w e r e f e l l e d i n

o r d e r to provide three additional l a c ros se pitches to compensate the
Abbey for loss of pitches when they sold an a r e a of their land at Daws
Lane for prestige housing. The matter has s e v e r a l d i s t u r b i n g aspects:-

1. The t r ee s concerned were d i smissed by the three
authorities as being largely self-set, and therefore
of no impor tance . Why? S e l f - s e t t r e e s h a v e
grown in situ from seed, and therefore make fine,
s t r o n g s p e c i m e n s a t a young age. Transplanted
t r e e s of the s a m e a g e take y e a r s to m a k e good
growth, needing all their vitality for many s e a s o n s

to e s t a b l i s h themse lves . W i t n e s s w e a k saplings in
p l a n t a t i o n s and s t r e e t plantings.

2. Ignoring our protes ts , the Dis t r i c t Planning Officer
insis ted on this planning application being placed on
the non-controversial list, a n d a s a r e s u l t i t w a s

dealt with at a ve ry late hour by a small number of
very tired Councillors, the rest having gone home.

3. A Covenant was e s t a b l i s h e d w h e n the W a r r e n Wood
e s t a t e w a s built behind the Rye on land sold by the
A b b e y to p r o t e c t the g r o u n d s f r o m f u r t h e r abuse.
This Covenant appears to be a flimsy document, as
it does not provide any protection for the t rees i n

the Abbey grounds.

Mr. Roger Parker- Je rv i s , Chairman of the County Planning
Committee, has implied that we prefer "the dead hand of Bureaucratic
Preservation" to a proper rotation of trees. We pleaded for the
retention of the trees, as they were part of a proper rotation. To
d e s t r o y them w a s a p i e c e of v a n d a l i s m . What is needed urgently is
a b l a n k e t T r e e P r e s e r v a t i o n O r d e r c o v e r i n g the A b b e y woodlands.
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Another a r e a of grave concern is the H. 3. a r e a designated for
housing north of the A. 40 along West Wycombe Road. The Planning
Application states no trees will be felled. The whole area is covered
by young woodland emerging out of scrub. The Planning Application
h a s n o t y e t b e e n h e a r d , b u t a v a s t s w e e p h a s a l r e a d y been c l e a r e d i n
anticipation of approval. We have requested that the District
A r b o r i c u l t u r a l i s t be c a l l e d i n f o r a d v i c e on the t r e e s remaining . E v e n
small t rees left in Groups will grow more quickly into t rees of
s t a t u r e than s e m i - m a t u r e t r e e s p lan ted a f t e r the bui ld ing of h o u s e s .

The Tr e e s Group have had two delightful outings. The fi r s t to
Langley Park, Slough, when we followed the excellent Nature Trail
provided by the Bucks County Council. We were impressed by the
stately line of Sequoia Wellingtonia, approximately 90 years old, by
the many fine Turkey Oaks with their bristly acorn cups, and by the
variety of birds, including Nuthatch, Bluetit and Coaltit, which
enter ta ined us while we picnicked.

Cliveden was also a joy to visit and here the Pyramid Oaks,
Lebanon Cedar in flower, and lines of Blue Atlas Cedar were a
delight.

Both of these visits will be repeated next Spring. If you a r e
i n t e r e s t e d , p l e a s e ge t in touch with me.

We were very pleased to take part in a large scale planting of
t rees at Cressex School on Friday, 5th November. T h e t r e e s c a m e
from our Nurse ry bed, and were paid for and planted by the pupils of
the School, the whole operation superbly organised by Mrs. M. Stokes,
a teacher at the School, and also a member of the Society. When
fully grown they will do much to provide a wind break on this high
terrain, and to break up the solid brick appearance of the buildings.

We a r e deep ly indebted to M r . Reg D a v i e s f o r giving u s the u s e
of a plot of his land at Magpie Wood, Loudwater, for a Nursery bed.
Understandably, Mr. Davies now needs this land, and we shall be glad
t h e r e f o r e to h e a r if any of o u r m e m b e r s h a v e a plot of land to s p a r e
f o r u s e a s a T r e e N u r s e r y .

P r o g r e s s c o n t i n u e s with the small garden in Paul 's Row. The
wire netting is now moved from the front of the garden, thus opening
the garden for public use. Our Plant Sale in September raised £18,
which will be used to purchase a seat for the garden. The response to
the Plant Sale was most encouraging, and the var iety of garden plants
a v a i l a b l e was s u r p r i s i n g . We a r e v e r y g r a t e f u l indeed to M r. and
M r s . Hugh Osborn and family, for generously giving us the use of
their garden and their own time for the day, and to all who donated
and bought p l an t s .



- 1 4 -

Mr. R.H. Mills, of the National Trus t , informs us that a
c l e a r i n g o p e r a t i o n is p lanned f o r L i t t l e T i n k e r s Wood th is Autumn.
M a t u r e B e e c h and C h e r r y will be taken out to p r o m o t e the g rowth
of younger saplings, in order to continue the life of the wood.
Diseased Elm will be taken out and existing paths improved. Young
B e e c h and C h e r r y will be p lan ted a s r e p l a c e m e n t s be tween e x i s t i n g
paths. T h e r ide in the va l l ey bo t tom wil l be w idened and a new path
created along the eastern edge to form a c i rcular path back to the
D i s r a e l i M o n u m e n t . The t r ee s will be taken out via Coates Lane.

B a r b a r a Rippington.
Tel: High Wycombe 26616.

WAT E R G R O U P

The Group met on Saturday, 18th September, to take advantage
of the dry r iver bed to c lear Back Stream along the Rye from the
waterfall to Keep Hill Road. The sun shone on our act ivi t ies , and
the job was speedily completed. The Council have recently dredged
this very a t t rac t ive section of the r i ve r and removed a fair quantity
of reeds, and now, happily the stream is flowing again. Incidentally,
the f r e s h w a t e r s p r i n g s f u r t h e r down Back S t r e a m did no t s t o p
erupting throughout the drought, and more than one gardener took
advantage of the fact!

This last c l ea rance had whetted our appetite and fur ther
clearances a r e being planned. Volunteers are always welcome!

We w e r e d e l i g h t e d to h e a r tha t the s u m of £60 h a d b e e n a l l o c a t e d
by the High Wycombe Dis t r ic t Council for the repair of the sluice gate
at Pann Mil l . We look f o r w a r d with g r e a t hope to s e e i n g the R i v e r
Wye turning this fine water wheel again in 1977.

S h e i l a L a t i m e r .
Tel: High Wycombe 30389.

H E R I TA G E G R O U P

Members of our Group have continued looking critically at the
Conservation Area, and are achieving small successes with shops and
offices. H a s a n y o n e no t i ced that the l a r g e s p o t s of white pa in t daubed
o v e r the u p p e r s t o r e y windows of M a F i s h e r i e s s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o
have now disappeared. We hope further improvements will be made.
O v e r the last six months c o r r e s p o n d e n c e has been sen t to the London
Co-operative Society (following up an original le t ter sent by the
E.A. H. Y. Committee) concerning the archi tec tura l design and
ex te r io r decorat ion of their p r e m i s e s , which the Society has always
considered to be an "eyesore" in a key position in the town.
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A fresh approach was made to the London Head Office recently, and
we a r e now a c t i v e l y work ing with the M a n a g e m e n t a n d the Wycombe
District Council Planning O f fi c e r to help implement a new scheme for
this very prominent building. Other pro jec ts on ou r agenda over the
last few months have been concern over the shabby appearance of 25
to 27 High Street, and we hope to be involved in the redecoration of
these buildings in an advisory capacity! Another one of our projects
is 25/26 Easton Street, and we have had an exchange of correspondence
with the Property Services Agency regarding this. Hopefully, we now
wait for them to take some positive action to improve this building.

We are currently looking at a recent book issued by the Design
Council called "Street Scene" • It is cer tainly full of interest ing ideas
and suggestions for improving our environment, with plenty of
illustrations. One aspect we felt we could take further w a s street
signs, which we usually take for granted but often are unsightly,
repetitive, and obscure, or mar views of interesting buildings. Perhaps
some of our members can provide examples, especially in the Town
Centre. Another theme we will be looking into is advertising clutter.
There a r e cer tainly some new and pleasant ways of presenting this.

The fine plaque for the Hospice of St. John ruins in Easton
Street is now firmly in place. The brief history depicted has added
a g r e a t deal of in te res t to these important ruins. We a r e grateful to
Martin Kipping, who made the plaque, and to Mike Hammett for fixing
it in place on two sturdy posts.

If anybody feels i n t e r e s t e d enough to come and join o u r smal l ,
but energe t ic band - who meet every six weeks on a Monday - please
c o n t a c t the unders igned.

Rita Langton.
Tel: Bourne End 21443.

DOGS

The Government is studying the report of the Working Pa r ty set
up in 1974. At the moment it has not decided on any defini te cou r se
of action to deal with the various problems connected with dogs. The
D e p a r t m e n t of the E n v i r o n m e n t would like to h e a r what the g e n e r a l
publ ic h a s to say, before coming to any decisions.

Specific points of concern seem to be: -

1. T h e n e e d for a Wa r d e n S e r v i c e to cope with the g r e a t
increase of stray dogs, and to help with other dog
problems. The service should not be merely one of
control: the advisory and social aspects could be even
m o r e i m p o r t a n t ! T h e s e r v i c e w o u l d b e u n d e r t h e
control of Dis t r ic t Councils. ( I t i s in te res t ing to note
that about 50 local authorities have already accepted
some responsibil i ty for dealing with s t r a y dogs, by
setting up dog warden services) .
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2. The need f o r a r e a l i s t i c l i c e n c e fee of £5 (at 1975
prices), the money to be used to finance a Dog
W a r d e n Service. Dogs for the blind to be excluded.

3. T h e m i n i m u m a g e fo r ho ld ing a dog l i c e n c e to be
18 y e a r s .

4. The need to identify dogs f o r which a l i c e n c e is
held. A coloured tag on the collar could be used.

It is estimated that there a r e a million stray dogs in the
United Kingdom. In High Wycombe there is an increasing problem!
Between 1st January 1976 and 17th September 1976, 186 s t r ays were
taken to the High Wycombe Police Station. It i s known that s t r a y
dogs a r e more liable to be diseased, suffering from toxocara canis,
roundworms and salmonella (food poisoning organisms), and they carry
the grea te r risk of spreading rabies to man if this terrible disease
should obtain a foothold.

The fouling of footpaths gives r ise to very strong feelings, and
there a r e many people who a r e also worried about open spaces and
parks. The Ry e a r e a i s a good e x a m p l e of th i s c o n fl i c t . M a n y d o g s
and their owners enjoy themselves immensely in the wide expanse, but
s o m e t i m e s l e a v e behind a m e s s which is u n p l e a s a n t fo r c h i l d r e n a n d
a d u l t s us ing the o p e n space. T h e H o m e O f fi c e h a s a r g u e d tha t local
authorities should make use of their existing powers to make Byelaws
prohibiting dogs from chi ldren ' s play a r e a s , and from other places in
a park where they might cause inconvenience or d i scomfor t to other
u s e r s of the park. It was felt that a Byelaw making it an offence to
foul parks, other than footways in parks, would be unreasonable since
a person having a dog in such an a rea would have no way of preventing
the occur rence once the dog began fouling.

2 о 3
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What do you think about these and o t h e r dog p rob lems? The
D e p a r t m e n t of the E n v i r o n m e n t i s a n x i o u s to h a v e c o m m e n t s and
suggestions. If any member or Affiliated Society has any, please
l e t m e h a v e t h e m s o o n .

J a c k Scruton.

CIVIC T R U S T N E W S

Waste L a n e P r o j e c t

In our last Newsletter we mentioned the Waste Land Project ,
which has just been launched by the Civic Trust. All Amenity
Societies have been asked to provide information about waste lands
throughout the country. The Trus t will produce a report in 1977,
b a s e d on m a t e r i a l f r o m S o c i e t i e s a n d o t h e r s o u r c e s . It wi l l e x p l o r e
why waste land is formed and remains ba r r en for so long, and what
m e a s u r e s could bring about its exploitation. Examples of action,
particularly by voluntary bodies, to make use of waste land sites will
b e i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e r e p o r t .

We have responded to the Tr u s t ' s appeal. We have surveyed
the w a s t e a r e a s of the We s t e r n D e s e r t and f o r w a r d e d b r i e f d e t a i l s
with photographs. We have also sent details, photographs and slides
o f o u r garden in Paul 's Row, a s an example of action which has taken
place .

Extracts from the latest Civic Trust News

(i) A recent P r e s s release from the Conservation Society may be
of i n t e r e s t to o u r m e m b e r s : -

"Sales of our 'Re-use Paper, save Trees' envelope labels
are fast approaching 10, 000, 000. Their dramatic
popularity suggests that there is a growing awareness of
the n e e d to c o n s e r v e the l i f e - s u p p o r t s y s t e m s of s p a c e s h i p
earth"

Envelope labels may be obtained from Conservation Books,
228 London Road, Reading, Berks., RG6 1AH. Price:
50p for 100, or £3.75 for 1, 000.

(ii) Dr. William Burns, Chief Department of the Environment Planner,
speaking to the Royal Institute of Char te red Surveyors:-

"The requirements of financial discipline and the present
aspirat ions of people at large lead us to the same general
conclusion, namely that it is right to stop the headlong
rush for expensive new development and redevelopment and
i n s t e a d c o n c e n t r a t e m u c h m o r e on m a k i n g u s e of o u r e x i s t i n g
resources"
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(iii) Editorial in "Municipal Engineering": -

(iv)

"The anti-motorway case is now being argued with unprecedented
i n t e l l e c t u a l v e h e m e n c e . The amenity movement has an
important role in the environmental debate, and the more
professionalism it can bring to bear the better for all, including
those engineers who have in the past snee red a t the amateur i sm
of the amenity movement"

Peter Shore, Environment Secretary, in his speech to the U.N.
H a b i t a t C o n f e r e n c e at Va n c o u v e r : -

"The Government was placing a new, strong emphasis on public
participation as an integral, not incidental part of the planning
process"

I t w a s pensioning off the bulldozer, and replacing the general
policy of comprehensive redevelopment by a policy of gradual
r e n e w a l and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .

_11

T C

It w a s d e t e r m i n e d h e n c e f o r t h to bu i ld o n a h u m a n scale.

I t h a d d e c i d e d that the p r o b l e m s of o u r i nne r c i t y a r e a s m u s t
be tackled with renewed vigour. Bri tain 's inner city problem is no
longer over-population, but unbalanced depopulation!

It was taking building land into public ownership.

(The Civic T r u s t had an t ic ipa ted the fi r s t four of these points in
the March issue of "Civic Trust News"
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A B O O K A B O U T T H E R Y E

Local people and visitors a r e always asking about the Rye Area,
and in order to make a visit there more enjoyable, we have published
a booklet called "The Rye, High Wycombe - A Priceless Possession"
This is ou r second publishing venture, and we hope it will be a s
successful a s ou r Town Trail. Var ious knowledgeable people have
provided information, and Jim Cottrell, who once worked for Punch,
has provided delightful cartoons and illustrations. The cost is only
25p, which is very low in view of current prices. It is obtainable
from the Bookshop in Castle Street, or from the Information Desk,
Municipal Offices, Queen Victoria Road.

Any profits will be used for a good cause - they will be used to
support our Her i t age Cent re in Easton Street, and the environmental
education of children in High Wycombe. We hope all our m e m b e r s
and their friends, a n d m e m b e r s of A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s , will buy the
booklet. It is just the thing if you a r e looking for inexpensive
Chris tmas presents!

I T B R I N G S
T H E R Y E
HOME TO Y O U

Jack Scruton.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS

Our l a s t Q ua r t e r l y Meeting was held in the Guildhall on
Wednesday, 8th October, when Mr. Elliot Viney, Chairman of the
Bucks C . P. R . E . , spoke about the historic buildings of Buckingham shire
and the problems of retention and restoration. He showed a very fine
collection of slides and was most eloquent and informative in his
description of buildings and the constant th rea t s to o u r heritage.
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However, h is talk included a m e s s a g e of hope for the future. Much
good restoration work has been carried out in the County, and there
is obviously scope for much more .

A well attended meeting obviously enjoyed this very interest ing
evening. It i s n o t i c e a b l e t ha t a l though we h a v e good a t t e n d a n c e a t
our Quar te r l ey Meetings, many of our m e m b e r s have not attended
one, and the response from Affiliated Societies continues to be mos t
disappointing. We appeal to all our m e m b e r s and Affiliated Societies
to a t t e n d f u t u r e m e e t i n g s if a t al l possible .

Our next Quar t e r ly Meeting should cer tainly keep up the high
standard. George Perkin, A.R.I. B.A., will talk about "Towns

on Foot" on Wednesday, 26th January 1977. In view of the Tr a f fi c
Scheme for central Wycombe, which is now coming to the boil, his
talk will be especially relevant. Mr. Perkin was granted a
Travelling Scholarship which took him on foot through more than
70 towns in Britain, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Germany and
S w i t z e r l a n d . T h e ob jec t w a s to s e e how t h e s e towns w e r e being
improved for pedestrians and for motor vehicles as well.

Ron Sims.

TASK F O R C E

We recognise that some member s do not like Committee work
and may be unable to attend meetings and other events. H o w e v e r ,
they may feel that they could make a valuable contribution in other
w a y s . They might like to join a Task Force, which could t a c k l e
a var ie ty of outdoor a c t i v i t i e s for s h o r t pe r iods at weekends. Such
t h i n g s a s clearing r i v e r s and woodlands, t ransforming eyesores ,
Conservation A r e a projects, and so on, spr ing to mind. If sufficient
volunteers are forthcoming, they could be asked to help in rotation.

If you a r e in teres ted, please contact either B a r b a r a Rippington,
(Tel: High Wycombe 26616), or the Hon. Secretary (Tel: High Wycombe
25933).
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PROGRAMME O F COMING EVENTS

We believe the following programme will be of interest to
m e m b e r s and A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s . The speakers a r e expert in their
own field, and all the topics a r e very relevant to the work of the
Society.

Fr iday, 10th December 1976:-

Wednesday, 26th January 1977:-

Fr iday, 18th February 1977:-

Thursday, 24th March 1977:-

Wednesday, 20th April 1977:-

7. 45pm at the Friends' Meeting House,
25 London Road. Dick Amsden of the
Chiltern Society will give an i l lustrated
talk a b o u t the w o r k of the C h i l t e r n

Society Historic Buildings Group,
including the creat ion of an Open A i r
M u s e u m .

Quarterly Meeting at 7. 45pm in the
Guildhall. George Perkin, A.R.I. B.A.,
w i l l s h o w h i s s l i d e s t a k e n i n t o w n s a n d
ci t ies in various p a r t s of Europe, which
h e v i s i t ed o n a t r a v e l l i n g s c h o l a r s h i p
to study this topic. This meeting i s
particularly relevent to High Wycombe.
Frank Peers, Hon. Secretary of the
Amersham Society, will talk about Old
Amersham, using his delightful slides
of old photographs . 7.45pm in the
Friends ' Meeting House.
"Glimpses of Old Beaconsfield" - an
illustrated talk by John Broadbent,
A.R. I. B.A., A.A. Dip (Hons), in the
Friends' Meeting House at 7.45pm.
Annual G e n e r a l M e e t i n g of the Society.
Timothy Cantell of the Civic Tr u s t
will speak about s o m e a s p e c t s of the
Tr u s t ' s work. F u r t h e r detai ls later.


