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FROGMOOR

The Trust Deed o f 1877, when
by Alderman G r i f fi t h s , s t a t e s :

t h e Frogmoor was g i v e n t o t h e Town C o u n c i l

"Hereby conveyed to the Mayor, Alderman and Burgesses of
High Wycombe and t h e i r successors to be held and enjoyed
for the purposes of a Public Garden, Public Walks or
P leasu re Ground and to be maintained and kept up for the
u s e o f t h e P u b l i c f o r e v e r "

Since t h a t time Frogmoor has d e t e r i o r a t e d and is now hardly a place of
p l e a s u r e . The strange thing is that people s t i l l congregate there despite
the depress ing s u r r o u n d i n g s . Obviously the re i s a need for an open a rea
a n d i t s e e m s t i m e f o r t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e g i f t to be honoured.

In t h e i r l a t e s t Local Plan document the D i s t r i c t Council have suggested
t h a t Frogmoor and Temple End should be dec la red a Special a rea as i t r e t a i n s
some interesting buildings and remnants of Wycombe's old character. There
is enormous scope for improvements and we hope the Distr ict Council will
have another look a t the 1973 plan of landscaping which was put aside
because of lack of funds. Improvements to Frogmoor would be a real shot
in the arm and would do a g r e a t deal t o l i f t up our s p i r i t s . How m u c h b e t t e r
t o s i t i n a garden i n s t e a d o f a conc re t e and tarmac jungle!

FESTIVAL EXHIBITION, MARCH 1980

We are planning our contribution to the Wycombe Arts Fes t iva l , 1980, and
we hope to s t a g e an Exh ib i t ion about the Woodlands and Watery f e a t u r e s o f
Wycombe, dealing with our surrounding woodlands, and the River Wye. I t

is possible tha t some of our members may be able to help with material ,
such as o ld photographs o f l o c a l woodlands and the R i v e r, documents, and
o t h e r w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l . I f you h a v e a n y t h i n g w h i c h may be u s e f u l p l e a s e l e t
the Hon. Secretary know. Great care would be taken in using material, which
o f c o u r s e w o u l d be r e t u r n e d t o t h e o w n e r.

Jack Scruton
HISTORICAL BUILDINGS GROUP

The Old Chequers

Our p r i n c i p a l w i t n e s s at the Public Inqu i ry i n 1973 - Chris Wal l i s -
p r e p a r e d a comprehensive l i s t of ques t i ons and que r i e s cha l l eng ing the
a c t i o n t aken by t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council in demol i sh ing t h e upper s t o r e y
o f t h e Old C h e q u e r s . T h e s e w e r e submit ted to the Council , but they a r e
n o t p r e p a r e d t o a n s w e r them. We have sent full de t a i l s of the t ragic events
to the Secretary of State and we have been informed that a "substantive reply"
w i l l be sent soon. I t i s apparen t t h a t the owners of the l e a se a re p lanning
to submit an a p p l i c a t i o n to demolish the r e s t o f the b u i l d i n g and t o r ep lace
i t w i t h a r e p l i c a , and i n t h i s they w i l l have the suppor t o f the D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l .

C o n t d . . . .
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The attempt was made a t both Public Inqu i r i e s by the deve lopers , and
supported by the local a u t h o r i t y, that a r e p l i c a should be accepted in
place of the genuine h i s t o r i c bu i ld ing . T h i s i d e a was r e j e c t e d
a building was considered of "no historic interest", and a very inferior
s u b s t i t u t e .

T h e f u t u r e o f t h e b u i l d i n g and s i t e i s v e r y u n c e r t a i n . I f t h e C h e q u e r s
i s d e m o l i s h e d i t w i l l b e a grievous loss and one which was wholly
u n n e c e s s a r y   a n d   u n d e s e r v e d . Newcomers to the town w i l l have known only
an"eyesore", but'locals'and those who have been here f o r a w h i l e w i l l
remember i t before i t was imprisoned in i t s   u n n e c e s s a r y s c a f f o l d i n g - a
bu i ld ing of g r ea t a t t r a c t i o n with i t s t r i p l e gables and i t s v i t a l p o s i t i o n
in the Conservat ion Area. To l o s e t h e C h e q u e r s w i l l m e a n t h e l o s s o f t h e
l a s t s u b s t a n t i a l t i m b e r - f r a m e d b u i l d i n g in t h e town, a n d i t w i l l b e a c o n s t a n t
r eminder o f t h e v u l n e r a b i l i t y o f our d w i n d l i n g h e r i t a g e .

A V I S I T TO AVEBURY

We are hoping to arrange a coach t r i p in the Summer, perhaps in May or
June, to v i s i t Avebury, with i t s Stone C i r c l e , and a wealth o f i n t e r e s t i n g

historical features, including fine timber-framed houses, an Elizabethanmansion, and absorbing museums. you a r e i n t e r e s t e d in g o i n g on s u c h
an outing, please contact Walter Newall, 2 Plomer Hill - Tel. H.W. 21332.

GEORGIAN BUILDINGS

On November 28th a very i n t e r e s t i n g joint meeting of the Ch i l t e rn Socie ty
and High Wycombe Society took p lace in the G u i l d h a l l , when Mr Arthur
Radley of the Georgian Group spoke about "The Protection of Georgian
Buildings", and showed superb slides of buildings lost, saved, or under
t h r e a t . His t a l k e m p h a s i s e d t h e c h a n g i n g mood r e g a r d i n g our s p l e n d i d
Georgian h e r i t a g e , which was u n t i l r ecen t times looked upon by many people
w i t h s o m e t h i n g a p p r o a c h i n g c o n t e m p t . Mr R a d l e y i n s p i r e d us w i t h a
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o d o a l l we c a n to p r o t e c t our remaining Georgian heritage.
Our thanks again to Mike Hammett fo r he lp ing with the s l i d e s a n d f o r
providing an i n t e r e s t i n g mini e x h i b i t of Georgian b u i l d i n g s in High Wycombe.
Our thanks too to Janet Tul ly and he lpers for providing in m i r a c u l o u s
fashion ref reshments , d e s p i t e the daunting d i f fi c u l t i e s .

J a c k S c r u t o n
PLANNING GROUP

C o u n t y S t r u c t u r e P l a n

The Secre ta ry of S t a t e proposed a s e r i e s o f amendments to t h e County
S t r u c t u r e Plan, and a l l those ind iv idua l s and o rg a n i s a t i o n s who took p a r t
in t h e o r i g i n a l d i s c u s s i o n s were i n v i t e d t o comment b e f o r e fi n a l d e c i s i o n s
were made. Some o f t h e a m e n d m e n t s were a s e r i o u s threa t to fu ture Green
Belt boundaries, and would
c o u n t r y s i d e .

weaken the p r o t e c t i o n for o ther a reas of open
Proposals to increase the popula t ion fi g u r e s fo r the South

of the County seemed to lack a sound foundat ion and would l e a d t o n e e d l e s s
loss o f our dwind l ing c o u n t r y s i d e . We opposed these amendments, as did the
Ch i l t e rn Society and the Council fo r the P ro tec t ion o f Rural England.
We f e l t that the boundaries of the town should remain. Otherwise smaller
a n d s e p a r a t e communities near to Wycombe could e a s i l y b e s w a l l o w e d . T h e r e
a r e many o u t s t a n d i n g P l a n n i n g   A p p l i c a t i o n s   w i t h i n   t h e   t o w n   b o u n d a r i e s   s t i l l

to be taken up, and "deser t areas used as temporary" open car parks, or
s imply l y i n g i d l e . To use our prec ious countrys ide and valuable a g r i c u l t u r a l
land, while there are o p p o r t u n i t i e s elsewhere, would be a m o v e o f e x t r e m e
folly.
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We have now heard t h a t the Secre tary of S t a t e has approved t h e S t r u c t u r e
Plan and the increase of predicted population figures. We d o n o t k n o w
yet about the decision regarding our other objections, but we a r e n o t
o p t i m i s t i c .

LOCAL PLANS

Continuing their policy of consulting the general public about the creation
of a Local Plan for High Wycombe and Dis t r i c t , the Wycombe Dis t r ic t Council
has now p u b l i s h e d t h r e e more documents f o r d i s c u s s i o n .

These are No. 4 Community F a c i l i t i e s and Recreat ions (20p)
No. 5 Landscape and the Rural Environment (30p)
No. 6 Townscape and Urban Environment (30p)

The Wycombe Dis t r ic t Council would be very pleased if as many people as
p o s s i b l e would read the documents and make t h e i r comments on the form provided.
The procedure is a s imple one. We hope many of our members w i l l do t h i s .
The Local Plan w i l l a f f e c t a l l of us very c l o s e l y and the Council i s anxious
t o p r o d u c e t h e b e s t p o s s i b l e plan.

Copies a r e on s a l e at the Wycombe D i s t r i c t O f fi c e s a t 80 Oxford Road
Queen Vi c t o r i a Road.

a n d

THE "BIFFA" APPLICATION

The Planning Appl ica t ion by the B i f f a o rg a n i s a t i o n to use land in the Green
B e l t n e a r L o u d w a t e r as a dump f o r waste m a t e r i a l s was refused by the Wycombe
Dis t r ic t Council, with nearly all the Councillors vehemently opposed to the
plan. The campaign against this s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o t h e Loudwate r a r e a had
the support of a l l the local residents and organisations, including the High
Wycombe Society. The fie rce opposition was j u s t i fi e d and we hope the County
Council Planning Committee w i l l f ee l the s a m e w a y.

JACKSON'S MILL, BOURNE END

An a p p l i c a t i o n has been submi t t ed to demolish i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s at
Jackson's Mill s i t e a t Bourne End and to bu i ld two very la rge warehouses -
one to replace the industr ia l buildings, and the other to swallow land which
o n c e f o r m e d p a r t of the well known Jackson's Playing Field.
The Bourne End Residents ' Association have opposed the appl ica t ion because
of the very s e r i o u s consequences which could a r i s e , w i th r e g a r d to the e f f e c t
on local residents, the increasing t r a f fi c , the loss of the open a r ea , and
the probable destruction of fine trees. We have supported them and we hope
t h a t the D i s t r i c t Counci l w i l l no t a l l ow t h i s enormous i n t r u s i o n i n t o an a r e a
incapable o f a b s o r b i n g such punishment .

The D i s t r i c t C o u c i l has s a i d t h a t Bourne End l a c k s p r o p e r r e s i d e n t i a l
f ac i l i t i e s . Here is a remedy for this situation. Jackson's Old Sports F ie ldshould be bought o r l eased f o r the b e n e fi t o f the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s .

C o n t d . . . .
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OLD WATERCRESS BEDS, BOWDEN LANE SU

Our efforts t o s a v e t h e land l y i n g b e t w e e n Bowden Lane and Bassetsbury Lane
have failed. T h i s l a n d was e a r m a r k e d o n the Town Map for use as Public Open
Space, but the District Council f a i l e d t o s e i z e t h e opportunity to buy the

land, and it has n o w received p l a n n i n g a p p r o v a l f o r one house.

All our pleas t o officials a n d C o u n c i l l o r s f e l l o n deaf ea r s , apart from one
or two notable exceptions. T h e community h a s lost a piece of land which
could have been a very fi n e cont inuat ion o f t h e Ry e and Holywell Mead, and
a stretch o f t h e a t t r a c t i v e b a c k s t r e a m w i l l r e m a i n always in p r i v a t e hands.
This i s a most d i s a p p o i n t i n g a n d d i s h e a r t e n i n g r e s u l t .

TREES GROUP Rosemary S h o o t e r

Braving b i t t e r ly c o l d w e a t h e r 2 8 F i r s t a n d M i d d l e Schools from Wycombe and
Marlow took part in National T r e e P lan t ing week from November 10th to 18th

this year. T h i s i s n o w fi r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d a s a n a n n u a l event and was obviously
enjoyed by all w h o t o o k p a r t , i n c l u d i n g t h e Mayor a n d Mayoress of High Wycombe,

Councillor and M r s R o b i n s o n , a n d Mr C h a i r m a n o f the Wycombe D i s t r i c t
Council. Trees w e r e p l a n t e dand Imb es Holdings Phase 1, Holmets Farm Estate,
Hughenden P a r k , t h e Cemetery i n Hampden Road, a n d t h e Ridgeway and Bobmoor
Lane, Marlow.The s e l e c t i o n o f t r e e s c h o s e n t o p l a n t w a s very pleasing, and
included Oak, Hornbeam, P o p l a r , Beech a n d Robinia.

On Saturday, December 8 t h , members o f t h e S o c i e t y planted a Hornbeam t r e e o n

the Rye i n memory o f J i m C o t t r e l l . P a t r i c k Reyntiens, speaking to the sizeable
gathering, said h e w a s s u r e t h a t w h i l s t J i m w o u l d enjoy Heaven - Heaven would
enjoy J i m . J a c k S c r u t o n o u t l i n e db r i e fl y t h e v e r y a c t i v e pa r t Jim had taken
in Wycombe l i f e .W e a r e g r a t e f u lt o M a r t i n Wa r d , Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council
arboriculturalist, f o r g i v i n g h i s own t i m e t o s u p e r v i s e the planting.

T E T A



5 -

We hope you have a l l seen the fi n e p l a q u e made by M a r t i n Kipping and now
i n s t a l l e d in P a u l ' s Row Garden to inform the publ ic of the o r i g i n a n d p u r p o s e
of the garden. This was unvei led by the Mayor of High Wycombe in a simple
c e r e m o n y on S a t u r d a y November 3 r d . Ideas for improving other d e r e l i c t areas
by c r e a t i n g gardens are being c i r c u l a t e d .
v o l u n t e e r s

The task is not d i f fi c u l t , but
are needed. Please contact Jack Scruton if you a re i n t e r e s t e d .

WATER GROUP Barbara Rippington
GOOD NEWS! PROPOSED CULVERTING OF THE MILL STREAM AT RYE MILL GARAGE

In our last Newsletter we mentioned a Public Inquiry which had been held to
d e c i d e t h e a p p l i c a t i o n by Rye Mill Garage to c u l v e r t the Mill Stream, and
use the c o v e r i n g for d i sp l ay ing cars.

The d e c i s i o n of the In spec to r was a g a i n s t the Garage a n d i n f a v o u r o f t h e
District Council supported by the Society. He considered that the display
of c a r s in such c l o s e proximity to our beau t i fu l Rye and the adjacent
Conservation Area would be unwise, and would mar the sudden and u n e x p e c t e d
view of the open space when approached from the East. He c o n s i d e r e d t h a t
although the Mill stream had been neglected, it was a public amenity, and
s h o u l d n o t be c o v e r e d up.

S i n c e t h e I n q u i r y t h e M i l l s t r e a m has been c l e a n e d by t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l
and now looks far more a t t r a c t i v e .

NOT SUCH GOOD NEWS. PANN MILL MACHINERY
Al though we managed to get planning permission for rehousing the Pann Mill
machinery, we have failed to get a grant to pay for the work. The D i s t r i c t
Counc i l has j u s t i n f o r m e d us that the a p p l i c a t i o n was c o n s i d e r e d by t h e
Lottery Sub-Committee, the Recreation and Amenities Committee, and the
Finance and General Purposes Committee, but they felt unable to approve a
grant at the present time despite f ee l ing a great deal of sympathy for the
project . This is a g rea t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t a s i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a w o r t h w h i l e
v e n t u r e . The w h e e l a n d m a c h i n e r y are i n t e r e s t i n g p ieces of our i n d u s t r i a l
archaelogy, but housed in a very dismal way. The Pann Mill s i t e is a very
b e a u t i f u l one and ought to have something a good deal be t t e r in t h i s prominent
p o s i t i o n .

Sheila Latimer
H E R I TA G E GROUP

The Group has approached the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council about two problems
w h i c h h a v e d e fi e d s o l u t i o n f o r a l o n g t i m e - t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a t r a f fi c

f r e e H i g h S t r e e t , o r s o m e t h i n g a p p r o a c h i n g t h a t , a n d the need to do s o m e t h i n g
about poor old Frogmoor, (See page one).

TRAFFIC IN THE HIGH STREET

We have again s t r e s s e d that the removal or reduct ion of High Street t r a f fi c
would not be a novelty pecul iar to High Wycombe. Similar schemes o p e r a t e
success fu l ly a l l over t h i s country and throughout Europe, and have b e n e fi t e d
everybody, including local traders. The s h o p p e r s and o t h e r p e d e s t r i a n s of
High Wycombe have su ffe red long enough and some kind of speedy ac t ion i s
needed .

C o n t d . . . .
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CO-OP STORES, HIGH STREET
Have you no t i ced the Co-op S to res i n the High S t r e e t ? Af ter years of neg l ec t
the d u l l conc re t e s l a b has been p a i n t e d , new sash windows i n s e r t e d t o m a t c h
a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s , a n d a much s u p e r i o r s h o p f r o n t i n s t a l l e d . We h a v e moaned
a b o u t t h e b u i l d i n g f o r a l o n g t i m e , b u t now l e t us p r a i s e t h i s fi n e e f f o r t -
and hope they w i l l ca r ry on the good work on t h e i r l i s t e d b u i l d i n g next door.

QUARTERLY MEETING B i l l Wilson

On 17th October, Mr Robert Huddleston, a practising landscape architect,
spoke to us about "British Landscaping i n Decline", and showed s o m e fi n e
slides to i l l u s t r a t e his point of view.

Since the great days o f the 18th and 19th Centuries, we seem to have lost
g r o u n d compared wi th o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , and much o f our landscaping today
is shoddy and u n a t t r a c t i v e . He c o n s i d e r s t h a t we s h o u l d p a y f a r more a t t e n t i o n
to t ree planting and durable schemes including paving, and not be so obsessed
with bedding plants and grassy areas, which often create maintenance problems
and a r e n o t cheaper i n the long run. He was o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t t h e f u t u r e .
Some of our landscaping equals the b e s t i n the world and he f e e l s s u r e we can
r e a c h t h e top once more .

Mr Huddleston was most i n t e r e s t i n g and deserves our p r a i s e too f o r h i s
wi l l i ngness to t r a v e l from B r i s t o l and r e t u r n the re a f t e r a very demanding
se s s ion in the Gu i ldha l l .

J a c k S c r u t o n
FUTURE EVENTS

Wednesday
23rd January 1980
7.45 p.m. in the Gui ldhal l

Quarterly Meeting. Tony Aldous,
E n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d A r c h i t e c t u r a l J o u r n a l i s t
To p i c o f h i s own c h o i c e .

Wednesday
30th January 1980
7.30 p.m. i n t h e L e c t u r e
H a l l o f t h e C o l l e g e o f
Higher E d u c a t i o n
Queen A l e x a n d r a Road.

Meeting arranged in con junc t ion wi th the
Bucks Archaelogical Soc ie ty and the
High Wycombe Socie ty. L e c t u r e on " A i r
Photography and the Archaeologist" by D R
Wilson, Senior Assistant in R e s e a r c h t o
P ro fe s so r S t . Joseph a t Cambridge Univers i ty

Friday
2 5 t h A p r i l 1980
8 p.m. in the Gui ldhal l

Annual General Meeting o f the Soc ie ty
F i l m S h o w :
"A Better Br i t a in" and "Environment in
t h e B a l a n c e "

F r i d a y
4 t h J u l y 1980
8 p . m . t o midnight
Wednesday
2 2 n d O c t o b e r 1 9 8 0
8 pm i n t h e G u i l d h a l l

D a n c e t o m u s i c o f New C r u s a d e r s S t e e l B a n d
Ve n u e t o be a r r a n g e d .

Q u a r t e r l y Meeting. Tom P o r t e r , w r i t e r and
Senior Lecturer a t the Oxford Polytechnic,
w i l l give i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on "Colour in
A r c h i t e c t u r e "



JIM. COTTRELL'S
HORMBEAM FROM
THE RYE...



LATE NEWS

HEAVY LORRIES

A National Inquiry is now undertaking a wide ranging study of heavy lorries
and their e f f ec t upon people and Many Amenity S o c i e t i e s ,including our Society, love submitted evidence to the Inquiry pasel, tie th
C i v i c T r u s t h a s c o m p i l e d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e p o r t b a s e d
q u a r t e r s .

upon evidence
T h e T r u s t h a s consistently opposed the increase in numbers of heavylorries and the constant pressure from the road lobby to introduce heavier

l o r r i e s .

Recent reports confirming the extensive damage to our roads by the heavy lorry
should be timely ammunition.

The Civic Tr u s t has drawn a t t e n t i o n to the ever worsening s i t u a t i o n and has
s t a t e d that u n l e s s the n a t u r e o f the problem is properly understood, deteriorat ion
w i l l c o n t i n u e .

Ian Stone

POSTMEN - AND WOMEN®.

be unable to d i s t r i b u t e so many l e t t e r s and Newslet ters but for our
valiant "postmen" and "postwomen" , who plod around the i r area d e l i v e r i n g them.
If we had to use postage stamps for a l l our correspondence we would soon be
bankrupt. We are very grateful for this great help and would like to hear
f rom anyone e l s e w i l l i n g to help in t h i s way. Volunteers should con tac t the
Hon. Sec re t a ry.

AGM of the Historic Buildings Group
This was held in the Guildhall on 5th December, with Ted Kearney in the Chair.
Janet Tully produced a comprehensive report of the year's activities, and a

new Committee was e l e c t e d , comprising the previous members plus t w o n e w o n e s -

L o u i s e S c u l l and Ena P e r k i n s .

The Main a t t r a c t i o n o f the evening was the County Field Archaeologist, Mike
Farley, B.A., who gave us a very interest ing talk on the Archaeology of Buildings.
It was a change for the Group to hear about looking for evidence of bu i ld ings
under the ground or j u s t on the surface, rather than those that we s e e a l l
around us and which are i n everyday use. Mr Far ley s t a r t e d by saying that most
evidence of e a r l y b u i l d i n g s o f the Neo l i th i c times cons i s t ed of post ho les .
These were excavated, measured and then drawn on a p lan . With a l i t t l e
imagination it was p o s s i b l e to c r e a t e a f a i r l y accura te p i c t u r e of those ea r ly
t i m e s . We w e r e t h e n taken on a journey through the Iron Age, the Roman occupation,
S a x o n settlements, right through to deserted Medieval vi l lages . The sl ides used
w e r e e x c e l l e n t a n d we are indebted to Mr Far ley fo r a f a s c i n a t i n g evening.

Stuart King


