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Policy Paper No. 7 - Roads

The proposed four Road options which were placed before the people of
Wycombe and Dis t r i c t caused a storm of protest from the majority of
those who responded. We feel sure that most of us were very much
re l ieved by the recommendation o f the D i s t r i c t Council J o i n t Committee
to place the proposals in abeyance. Whether any of them will be taken

will remain.

We a r e s t i l l c o n c e r n e d two o f t h e r ecommenda t ions . One is t he
proposal that the "corridors" d e fi n i n g the r o u t e s of t h e r o a d s s h o u l d
b e p ro tec t ed fo r an i n d e fi n i t e per iod . T h i s has a l r e a d y c a u s e d d i s t r e s s

among those who l ive in or near They fear
and they d e s e r v e much

sympa thy. We hope the Council wi l l decide on a much shor te r period
while they car ry out the i r proposed moni tor ing.

T h e o t h e r recommendation - to r e t a i n the Frogmoor Relief Road - seems
Q u i t e a p a r t f rom the g r e a t expense, i t would lead to

c o n s i d e r a b l e d e m o l i t i o n o f much shops, and the c rea t ion of a

ponderous roundabout out of keeping with Temple End. We have suggested
tha t dur ing an i n t e r im per iod the p o s s i b i l i t y of us ing B e l l fi e l d Road
s h o u l d be e x p l o r e d . T h i s c o u l d be a s e n s i b l e s o l u t i o n u s e d i n
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the proposed r o u n d a b o u t s a t b o t h e n d s .
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Wycombe D i s t r i c t Area Plan - Policy Paper No. 8 - Town Centre

After the convulsions brought about by Paper 7 on Roads, i t was something
of a r e l i e f to s t u d y P o l i c y Paper No. 8, the last of the Policy Papers.
The District Council's proposals for the Town Centre should command a
g o o d d e a l o f suppor t , but we had some r e s e r v a t i o n s about a number of items.
The following i s a summary of some of t h e more i m p o r t a n t comments f r o m t h e
S o c i e t y .

Shops and O f fi c e s

We e x p r e s s e d a l a r m about t h e i n c r e a s i n g number o f O f fi c e s known
euphemis t i ca l ly as "quasi-retail" because they attract customers. Premises
such as Building S o c i e t i e s , Es t a t e Agents and Banks a re beginning to
dominate the Town Centre , nudging out normal shops. E a s t o n S t r e e t h a s
almost gone, and the High Street is becoming a dead place. The D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l has c l a i m e d that they are really shops, hence the term "quasi-retail",
and they consider it is hardly a change of use. We hope they do their
utmost to p r e v e n t any more i n t r u s i o n s .

We supported the High S t ree t market and hope that any further ex tens ions of
the Market wi l l be s i t e d in the High S t r e e t .

The upper fl o o r s of many premises seem to be unoccupied. We have suggested
a survey with the possibil i ty of using them resident ia l ly, although we are
aware o f some o f t h e p r o b l e m s .

We c a n n o t a g r e e w i t h t h e l a r g e s c a l e p l a n s s u b m i t t e d by t h e P r u d e n t i a l to
develop the s i t e to the south of the High Street. A l a rge o f fi c e block
would not only be contrary to Structure Plan policy, but i t would ruin the
oppor tuni ty which e x i s t s for a much more imaginative development. We have
suggested a mixed development to include s p e c i a l i s t shops, c ra f t workshops
and some h o u s i n g . Such a scheme would b r i n g a g r e a t d e a l o f l i f e and
i n t e r e s t near to our fi n e High Street.
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T r a f fi c C o n s i d e r a t i o n s

We s t r e s s e d the need fo r p o s i t i v e t r a f fi c r e s t r i c t i o n s and urged the Council
t o g r adua l l y br ing about the t r a f fi c f ree a reas depic ted in t he i r document.
So many towns have adopted t r a f fi c f ree schemes and found them a boon i n
s o m a n y w a y s . Shopping becomes a pleasure, town centres become human again,
and the l o c a l t r a d e r s fi n d t h e i r t rade i n c r e a s i n g . High Wycombe is
certainly behind the times and we hope the Council will do something
p o s i t i v e a t l a s t .

Frogmoor

Since the formation o f the Society we have pressed for some kind of a c t i o n
about poor old Frogmoor. Schemes have been prepared and then abandoned on
financial grounds, and we wonder if the Council are now determined to do
something. This barren place was once held in great affection by the
townsfolk, and many b i t t e r feelings are held about the neglect and lack of
i n t e r e s t which has brought about the present scene. We s u p p o r t any scheme
which brings about some improvement, but we are opposed to the construction
of the massive road to take t r a f fi c away from Frogmoor. We think there is
a b e t t e r s o l u t i o n .

Va c a n t S i t e s

The tragedy of the Bridge Street car park was s t ressed, with the colossal
e r r o r o f c u l v e r t i n g the r iver. We do not accept that it Has to be a car
park.

T h e r e i s no doubt t h a t t h i s car p a r k is hideous and the worst p o s s i b l e
i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e town c e n t r e .

We have suggested that the vacant s i t e ad j acen t to the Dovecote Car Park
should be used for shopping, and that the Temple End a r e a s h o u l d b e
improved.

s u p p o r t the Council's intention to use the vacant s i te at Saffron Pla t t
for housing. T h i s E a s t e r n d e s e r t i s c e r t a i n l y a b l o t on t h e l a n d s c a p e .
We want to see a l i v e l y community of mixed ages l i v ing there once more and
we hope t h a t t h e C o u n c i l w i l l move q u i c k l y .

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s n o t i n c l u d e d i n P o l i c y P a p e r

We were s u r p r i s e d about the lack of comment about t r e e p l a n t i n g . We feel
t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r a b l e t r e e p l a n t i n g in some p a r t s of the town
centre , and spec ia l p rov is ion be made by the replacement of t r e e s in
t r o u b l e .

No men t ion has been made about t h e p r o v i s i o n o f an A r t s C e n t r e . We f e e l
the need i s a very rea l one and j u s t as important as the p rov i s ion of a
S p o r t s C e n t r e .

No men t ion was made e i t h e r of the p r o p o s e d new Counc i l O f fi c e s . If t h e
plan does go ahead we hope t h a t i t w i l l not be j u s t a f u n c t i o n a l box.
T h e s i t e ad jacen t to the p resen t Council O f fi c e s in Queen Vi c t o r i a Road
is a very prominent one and we feel that a high q u a l i t y design is e s s e n t i a l
i n order to match the high s tandard s e t by the o t h e r publ ic bu i ld ings in
the v i c i n i t y.
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The R y e

Recently the Thames Water a u t h o r i t y r e su r r ec t ed an old planning a p p r o v a l
t o b u i l d an a c c e s s on t h e Rye at t h e Pann M i l l Wa t e r Works . T h i s new
a p p l i c a t i o n was opposed by the Rye Society and the High Wycombe Society on
legal and planning grounds. We be l i eve that the g r e a t major i ty
of the townsfolk do not want any infr ingements of the Rye. S t r a n g e l y t h e
Planning O f fi c e r supported the a p p l i c a t i o n . For tunate ly i t r ece ived s h o r t
s h i f t from the Councillors and was refused. It seems tha t the Rye is in
good hands.

T e r r i e r s F a r m

Recently another a p p l i c a t i o n was submitted by Costain Homes to bu i ld 108
h o u s e s a t T e r r i e r s F a r m . This i s p a r t of the area k n o w n as H 7 and any
a p p l i c a t i o n s to bu i ld on t h i s land is bound to meet massive h o s t i l i t y . We

opposed the a p p l i c a t i o n for number o f r e a s o n s . I t would not s a t i s f y
local need fo r low-cost housing and t h e r e would be a l o s s of a g r i c u l t u r a l
land. Kingshi l l land forms a na tu ra l town boundary and the open count rys ide
beyond, which is part of the AONB, needs to be protected. Any development
t h e r e would c r e a t e s e r i o u s t r a f fi c problems.

The D i s t r i c t Council maintained t h e i r oppos i t ion for s imi l a r reasons and
because the proposal does not conform with the Structure Plan. T h e

application was refused, but Costain Homes may well appeal against the
d e c i s i o n .

Counci l f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f R u r a l E n g l a n d ( P e n n C o u n t r y Branch)

The Penn Country Branch of the C.P.R.E. was formed on 20th October 1930,
and has worked cont inuously s ince then i n defence o f the local environment.
T h i s i s t h e G o l d e n J u b i l e e Yea r o f t h e B r a n c h and we wou ld l i k e t o
c o n g r a t u l a t e them on t h i s long and e f f e c t i v e b a t t l e to p ro tec t so many
prec ious th ings in t h i s a r ea .

We have always worked c l o s e l y with them and have welcomed t h e i r suppor t
on many occas ions . We hope the Branch wi l l cont inue to fl o u r i s h - they
are cer ta in ly needed more than ever. We look fo rward to c o n t i n u i n g our
a s s o c i a t i o n in the years ahead.

Rosemary Shooter

HISTORIC BUILDINGS GROUP

Bright Lights in the High S t r e e t s

The High St ree t has i t s share of i l luminated s igns and f a s c i a boards for
which permission was given some time ago, before i t was dec la red a
C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a . There i s nothing t h a t c a n b e d o n e t o a l t e r t h i s

s i tua t ion . The D i s t r i c t Council have s e t themselves a g a i n s t any i l l u m i n a t i o n s
o f t h i s k i n d and the Socie ty suppor ts them wholehear ted ly. However, some
firms do not wait to seek planning permission but erect illuminated f a s c i a s
and s igns and hope to ge t away with it. Fortunately, the Council is prepared
to take enforcement ac t ion a g a i n s t them and we hope they wi l l cont inue to
do t h i s .

If e v e r y shop in t h e s t r e e t had an i l l umina ted sign and f a s c i a board i t
would be the r u i n a t i o n of our very fi n d High S t r e e t .
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We have found recently that the desire for bright l i g h t s has spread to the
High Street in West Wycombe. The George and Dragon Hote l has submi t t ed t h r e e
a p p l i c a t i o n s fo r ex t r a l a n t e r n s and i l l u m i n a t i o n s on the b u i l d i n g . We h a v e

opposed these a p p l i c a t i o n s as we f e e l t h a t i l l u m i n a t i o n s o n t h i s s c a l e would

d i s fi g u r e not only the building on which they were placed but also the whole
c h a r a c t e r of v i l l a g e s t r e e t .

W e s t Wycombe

In our l a s t Newsletter, we wrote of a Public Enquiry about the way four cottages
i n West Wycombe High S t r e e t s h o u l d be r e s t o r e d . The Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council
and the National Tr u s t f e l t t h a t the co t t ages must be r e s to red and modernised
but they d i f f e r e d in the way i t should be accomplished. T h e T r u s t w a n t e d t o

remove some of t h e s m a l l e x t e n s i o n s and o l d chimney s t a c k s b u t t h e Counc i l
thought these should be kept as they were characterist ic of this outstanding
C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a .

We have now rece ived the dec i s ion of the Secre tary of S t a t e . The Inspec to r
agreed that it was a very narrow d e c i s i o n he had to make b u t he came down
on the side of the National Trust. We have no hard feelings in this matter

are quite sure that the National Trust will bring these cottages up to
the high standard which they have reached in the rest of the vil lage.

Janet Tully

The Old Chequers

The b a t t l e for t h e Old C h e q u e r s c o n t i n u e s . The d e c i s i o n o f t h e D i s t r i c t
Council Planning Committee to permit demolition caused l i t t l e surprise.
The Old Town Counc i l i s on r e c o r d as wanting the building demolished "at
the earliest opportunity" as long ago as 1972.

In co -ope ra t i on with the C h i l t e r n Soc i e ty, and with some c r u c i a l a s s i s t a n c e
from the Society for the P r o t e c t i o n of Ancient Buildings, we have sent a
l e t t e r to the Department of the Environment asking for the dec i s ion o f the
Council to be called in, giving reasons why the decision could not be
a l l o w e d to s t a n d . Our le t te r is at present being considered and may go to
the Sec re ta ry of S t a t e for a d e c i s i o n . Meanwhile, the Council has been
reques ted by the D of E to hold i t s hand.

The Bucks Archaeological Society, previously the only dissenting voice among
the Societies consulted, has now decided to support our stand.

We do hope, most s i n c e r e l y, that the Old Chequers can be s a v e d   w i t h o u t   a

t h i r d Public I n q u i r y, but i f need be we are ready for this. U n f o r t u n a t e l y
what is at stake is not merely the survival of one timber framed building,
important though it i s , but the wider question of whether o r n o t l i s t e d
bu i ld ings a re p r o t e c t e d by law in any real sense of the words.

Wa l t e r K r a f t
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Walkabouts i n Chesham and High Wycombe

On a glorious summer's day, 11th May, we paid a v i s i t to Chesham and ourf r i e n d s in t h e Chesham S o c i e t y took us on a t o u r of the town. Arnold Baines
was a delightful guide with h i s unique knowledge of the town and i ts history.
Chesham has many i n t e r e s t i n g buildings and other fea tures , not l e a s t the
River Chess and the w a t e r meadows. A v i s i t to the Council Chamber was a
fi n e climax. Here, Mr Baines showed us the co lourfu l t a p e s t r y o f Chesham's
h i s t o r y . Our v i s i t came t o an end w i t h a m o s t d e l i c i o u s c r e a m t e a s e r v e d
in the garden of a member of the Chesham S o c i e t y.

A r e t u r n v i s i t was paid by the Chesham Society when they came to Wycombe on
7th September. Again, the weather was beau t i fu l and helped a great deal
i n o u r w a n d e r i n g s . After a br ief look a t bu i ld ings i n Easton S t r e e t and a
glance at the High Street, we visited the Mayor's Parlour where we met
Councillor Mrs Kathleen Peatey, our Town Mayor and Ivan Sparkes, our
Lib ra r i an . A masterly summary of High Wycombe's history from Ivan was
followed by a d e l i g h t f u l account of Mayors and r e g a l i a from Kathleen. All
o f u s were fascinated by the famous Ledger Book and other ancient documents
and c h a r t e r s and i t was d i f fi c u l t to drag the party away to continue the
walk. We followed part of the Water T r a i l as f a r as Marsh Green Mill where
some o f o u r members had p r e p a r e d most welcome r e f r e s h m e n t s and S h e i l a and
Keith Latimer had k indly allowed u s t h e u s e o f t h e i r love ly garden.

We f e e l the two v i s i t s have been very worthwhile and have c r ea t ed a bond
be tween o u r two S o c i e t i e s and we a re indebted to a l l those who helped to
make them s o s u c c e s s f u l .

Stuart King

INDUSTRIA • DATA
HIGH WYCOMBE
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Not Q u i t e "Bonnets o v e r t h e Windmill"

Having fixed a date for the v i s i t to Lacey Green Windmill, fondly we imagined
i t would take place in Autumn sunshine. Came the day and o u r i l l u s i o n s w e r e

rudely sha t t e red by gale force winds, dr iv ing rain and low temperatures.

Arriving at the s i t e , reluctantly we lef t the warmth of our cars to huddle in
shivering groups, wondering if anyone was a t home. Then a bearded, t in-hatted
b r i g a n d - l i k e c h a r a c t e r appeared in the doorway of the windmill and ye l l ed a t
us to ge t ins ide qu i ck ly. Thankfully we rushed for s h e l t e r , crowding around
on t h e g round fl o o r . On closer inspection, the 'brigand' turned out to be none
other than Chris Wal l i s !

Over the years, Chris and his gal lant band of volunteers, have used their
weekends in help ing to r e s t o r e t h i s grand o ld s t r u c t u r e . Chris explained
about the work involved and we marvel led. Following him from fl o o r to floor,

up and down ladders, ducking under beams, we were fi l l e d with
admiration for the progress a l ready achieved. We l i s t e n e d in awe as he
unfolded a t a l e of sheer d e d i c a t i o n and de te rmina t ion on the p a r t of a l l
concerned in the work. We heard of the mammoth task that faced them in the
beginning, the d i f fi c u l t i e s t o be overcome and t h e p a i n s t a k i n g e f f o r t r e q u i r e d
f o r s u c h a long term p r o j e c t .

The end is surely in sight, for happily the work is well advanced. From a
sagging, d e r e l i c t s t r u c t u r e , the 300 year old Windmill is now wate rproof ,
a n d s t a n d s p r o u d l y e r e c t w a i t i n g fo r the s a i l s to be fi x e d . I n t h e n o t

d i s t a n t fu tu re we can hope to see it f u l fi l l i n g i t s t rue des t iny once again
- t h a t o f g r i n d i n g c o r n .

E l s i e B. Fowler

LACEY GREEN WINDMILL, Circa 1650
now being restored by The Chiltern Society
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WATER GROUP

Wycombe Show

On Saturday 6th September, we managed to turn the Water Wheel at Penn Mill
- or r a the r we aga in persuaded the wa te r t o run down the M i l l s t r eam to do
t h i s . The o ld wheel was i n a co -ope ra t i ve mood and was eager to tu rn again .
C h r i s Woodman had a r r a n g e d an a t t r a c t i v e mini e x h i b i t i o n about the work of
the Society, and this , together with the wheel, was seen by large numbers of
v i s i t e r s t o the Wycombe Show. Our thanks are due to Chris Woodman, Colin
Kennedy and Hugh Harrison for all their help, and to the Woodman children for
s e l l i n g so many Town and Water T r a i l s .

S h e i l a L a t i m e r

Tr e e s Group

In our last Newsletter we welcomed the news that the Wycombe Distr ict Council
would appoint a new Arbor icu l tu ra l i s t following the departure of Mr Martin
Ward. We have since learned t h a t , despi te our appeal, they have made the
regrettable decision not to fi l l the vacancy a t present. The o u t l o o k f o r
t r e e s t h e r e f o r e l o o k s b leak . With no m o n e y for tree planting this year, the
r e t e n t i o n o f an A r b o r i c u l t u r a l i s t i s most important to advise on the c a r e ,
maintenance, p r o t e c t i o n and r e t e n t i o n o f those t r e e s we have. Without such
a p e r s o n w i t h the time, education a n d t r a i n i n g to look a f t e r t r e e i n t e r e s t s

there is l i t t l e hope for the future of trees in the Wycombe Dis t r i c t . The
Planning Department receives many app l ica t ions each month to top, lop or fel l
t r ees , and their decisions on these appl ica t ions gives us no confidence tha t
the Department has any real knowledge or care for trees.

The la tes t and very serious case concerns Planning Application W/ 6623/80,
which involves f e l l i ng over 100 trees at Penn to make room for development.
The area is described by the Technical Services Officer as "classic unspoilt
C h i l t e r n Woodland . . . subject to Tree Preservation Order" - - - the strongest
p o s s i b l e reason, i t would s e e m fo r r e s i s t i n g development. The P l a n n i n g
Department have g i v e n o u t l i n e planning permission --- because they have t h r ee
times i n the pas t l o s t appeals to develop in the a r ea , which, they say, c r e a t e s
a precedent, therefore "the chance of winning an appeal on amenity ground is
not considered l ikely". What deplorable reasoning! What about the precedent
they a r e now c r e a t i n g - - - t o allow development of unspoilt Chiltern Woodland,
to allow fe l l ing of at least 100 trees covered by T.P.O. How, af ter th i s ,
can they oppose development anywhere by defending trees?

What a re the D i s t r i c t Council a f r a i d of? Is i t the cos t of the appeals - - -
the time and effort taken by correspondence in defending their decision?
The c o s t a n d a m o u n t o f w o r k i n v o l v e d i s no more than ours in our Soc i e ty, and
we a re not paid! Is o u r l o c a l c o u n c i l so impoverished that i t cannot a f f o r d
t o t a k e t h e advice of i t s trained expert, but must submit without protest to
d e c i s i o n s of t he pas t? Since those past decisions we have lost many, many
trees to development and our tree cover nationally and locally grows e v e r

s c a r c e r .

As the Woodland Trust says (Bucks Free Press 17.10.80 p.8) "Regrettably i t is
only when t r e e s v a n i s h from t h e scene tha t p e o p l e compla in of the m i s s i n g
amenity or the spo i l ed view . . . by then it is too l a t e . Trees take decades,
e v e n c e n t u r i e s to grow and enhance the landscape, but only a few seconds to
cut down"

C o n t d . . . .
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S u r e l y each c a s e s h o u l d be t r e a t e d on i t s m e r i t and w i t h t r e e s v a n i s h i n g
a l l around, and in our area no hope of replacement, the c a s e for protection
grows e v e r s t r o n g e r . I t seems the Dis t r ic t Council prefer the easy way out,
Heaven help our trees!

Barbara Rippington

Heri tage Group

S i n c e p r o g r e s s i s t r a n s i t o r y and a l l m u s t d e c a y , o u r Group h a s deemed i t
d e s i r a b l e and fun to u n d e r t a k e an o n - t h e - s p o t o b s e r v a t i o n of t h e High S t r e e t ,
i t s r e c e n t improvements and a r e a s s t i l l in need .

Hence the formidable s i g h t of the massed throngs of the Her i tage Group was
in var ious s tages of a l e r t n e s s on a splendid autumnal Sunday

morning, c l ip-boards and sens ib i l i t ies , ready and alive (mostly) to their
s u r r o u n d i n g s .

A fi r s t g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n was the u n e x p e c t e d h u s t l e and b u s t l e of the Sunday
morning High Street ; a fine melee of various churchgoers, hamburger buyers,
newspaper s e l l e r s and the s teady bui ld up of those awai t ing opening time.

However, a l l d i s t r a c t i o n s were soon ignored as the s e r i o u s business began.
General ly i t proved to be a r e l a t i v e l y encouraging morning with q u i t e as
much to p r a i s e and e n c o u r a g e a s t h e r e was to d e p l o r e and d e p r e s s .

While many minor improvements were suggested, shops such as Berrys , Emers and
Cyril Roberts continue to delight and recent improvements to the Abbey National,
t h e Bakehouse and t h e Co-op we f e l t s h o u l d be thanked for t h e i r a c t i o n s .

On the black side, we deplored aes the t ica l ly the lavatorial aspect of Win
H o n g , fascia displays such as Parkers, Fads, Argos and Nationwide. L i t t l e
a c t i o n seems p o s s i b l e on legal grounds and appeals on any other f a l l on deaf
e a r s .

Continued a c t i o n was proposed on several f ron t s inc luding the L i t t l e Market
H o u s e and t h e G u i l d h a l l .

By a most s t r ange co inc idence , t h i s worthy group managed to reach the Wycombe
Society garden, situated next door to the Angel public house at precisely
12.10 and i t was again deemed desirable to partake of both locations, t h e r e i n
to d iscuss our fi n d i n g s . JS having purchased a round o f dr inks ( t h i s being
noted in o f fi c i a l documents), and no-one being willing to buy a second, a
most p l e a s a n t and rewarding walkabout terminated happ i ly.

F o r some time the Group has been p re s s ing the var ious occupants of the fi n e
L i s t e d t e r r a c e Nos. 24 - 27 High St ree t to carry out a comprehensive scheme
of decoration. The Bristol and West Building Society had recently disposed
o f t h e i r u g l y b o x s i g n , s u b s t i t u t i n g c o p p e r l e t t e r i n g . T h i s g a v e u s h o p e
f o r f u r t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d we were not d i sappo in ted . On the day fol lowing
the walkabout, the scaffo ld ing went up and the pa in t e r s , woodworm men and others
moved in. This i s a splendid te r race and when the work i s fi n i s h e d i t w i l l
b e a t r e m e n d o u s asse t to the High S t r e e t .

B i l l Willson

C o n t d . . . .
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E x h i b i t i o n o f P i c t u r e s a n d P r i n t s o f High Wycombe

The Public Library, High Wycombe, November 27th - December 16th 9.30 am - 8.00 p.m.
This is an exhibition of collages (torn paper and newspaper), water colours,
lithographs, screen prints and etchings all depicting scenes in and around High
Wycombe.

Recently, at Burleighfield House I reprinted nearly a l l the etching plates I had
done o v e r t h e l a s t t w e n t y or so y e a r s . This was for a t r i p I made by b i cyc l e to
Kelkheim near F r a n k f u r t in Germany l a s t E a s t e r . We h a d i n v i t e d s o m e G e r m a n s t o
come from Kelkheim and help mount an e x h i b i t i o n "Views of Kelkheim' as part of the
Arts Fest ival here in March. They took a s u i t c a s e of forty etchings of mine back
w i t h   t h e m .

The e x h i b i t i o n there was a g r e a t success and I so ld about t h i r t y fi v e p r i n t s .
Strangely enough, the most popular was a view of some par t ly demolished houses
by the river t h a t used to run bes ide the Oxford Road.

This has encouraged me to mount up and frame more of these views so t h a t
comprehensive collection of available works can be shown in High Wycombe.

Perhaps I should expla in that an e tch ing is worked on a copper or z inc p l a t e .
The v i e w h a s t o be done mi r ro r wise so t h a t when p r i n t e d i t appears the r i g h t way
round. In the p a s t I have devised var ious ways of achieving t h i s f e a t . I remember
even s i t t i n g by the r i v e r in the Oxford Road look ing at the b u i l d i n g s o p p o s i t e
through a m i r r o r. More o f t e n I t raced the o u t l i n e then worked back to f r o n t . . . .

one thinks mirrorwise a f t e r a while. Sometimes I took photographs and p r i n t e d them
back to f r o n t . All these e f f o r t s have enabled me to see the changes in Wycombe
as n o t h i n g e l s e c o u l d have done . There was a real urgency to depict certain buildings
b e f o r e they were d e m o l i s h e d .

٣١
٠

Or ig ina l l y the p l a t e s were
p r i n t e d in black ink but i n these
l a s t p r i n t i n g s I have used colours
and t r i e d t o e v o k e t h e c e r t a i n
a t m o s p h e r e of t h e s e los t p l a c e s .
Sometimes t h e r e i s s t i l l t ha t hope
tha t by showing the meri ts of some
neglec ted corner it may be rescued
before i t i s too l a t e .

Lorna CassidyT
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'Colour i n Architecture' lecture at the Guildhall

On Wednesday, 22nd October 1980 Tom Porter came from Oxford to give the Society
an e x c l u s i v e talk on the topic of Colour in Architecture.

With the use of two p r o j e c t o r s he launched us i n t o the world o f colour with an
i l l u s t r a t i o n t ha t the Elgin Marbles from the f r i eze of the Parthenon were once
the t echn ico lour fi l m s t r i p of the C l a s s i c a l Age of Greece. The English Vi c t o r i a n
painter, Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, produced a famous painting recording Greek
a r t i s t s deco ra t ing these r e l i e f s and the French sculptor, Rodin, was reported
t o have s a i d after viewing this controversial painting "I believe i t here",
thumping h i s heart, "that these were no t coloured" .

On the t h e o r e t i c a l s ide we were given a lot of new colour terms to th ink w i t h ,
colours to slim by and colours to grow by, colour preference, the biological
o r d e r of colour, colour used lexically and stereoplast ic colour.

In the next part of the lecture we were introduced to the way architects a r e

using the language of colour in the i r buildings today. Some a r c h i t e c t s u s e

colour to hide the e x t e r i o r su r face o r shape of a b u i l d i n g , s i m i l a r to a
camouflage. Others use colour as did Frank Lloyd Wright, who painted an o u t
of the way theatre bright purple in order to a t t rac t a t t en t ion , or l ike Piano
and Rogers who, for the new Pompidou Centre in Par i s , o rches t ra ted a l l the
v i s i b l e s t r u c t u r e in b r i g h t co lou r s .

Finally, we came to the subject of supergraphics in America: a hugh blank wall
converted into a waving American fl a g , a building held together by a nut and
b o l t and an e n t i r e wall pa in t ed with a piece of Ravel's music. In Oxford,
a n d m u c h nea re r home, we saw how a neglec ted and underused pedes t r i an tunnel
had become a student colour project and once transformed by pa in t ing with
five bright colours more people used the tunnel, local traders improved their
business and the project eliminated wall g r a f fi t i .

Tom Porter teaches at Oxford Polytechnic and has travelled extensively, particularly
in America where he has v i s i t e d the U n i v e r s i t i e s o f Harvard and Oklahoma.
He is shortly to publish another book on colour in architecture, with an
introduction by the President of the Royal Academy, the architect Sir Hugh
C a s s o n .

David Wasley
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HOSPICE
RUINS

BYORDER

HOTBED OF COLOUR: A PRESERVATION TACTIC FOR THE HOSPICE.

The R u i n s o f S t . J o h n ' s Hospice

We are worried about the condition of the Ruins of St. John's Hospice in Easton
S t r e e t . T h e s t o n e w o r k i s in poor s h a p e and a f a i r amount o f r e m e d i a l work i s
needed. We have heard that the County Council, who own the s i t e , may be able
to p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s a r y f u n d s s o o n . We hope so , as work should b e u n d e r t a k e n
u rg e n t l y.
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Nat ional Trus t , Wycombe C e n t r e

The National Trus t , Wycombe Centre gave a co l l ec t ing box to the Trus t recently
at a small ceremony when the presentation was made by the Centre's Chairman,
Mr Donald Bedford to the Trust's Regional Land Agent, Mr Robin M i l l s . The
Town Mayor, C l l r . Mrs Kathleen Peatey was present toge the r with many Centre

The box has been built at the top of West Wycombe Hill and already
pounds have been col lec ted from i t .

An appeal has been launched by the Trust for the a c q u i s i t i o n of the Boars ta l l
Duck Decoy near Br i l l . It is s u r r o u n d e d by 13 a c r e s o f woodland and once

purchased wi l l be managed by the Berks, Bucks and Oxon N a t u r a l i s t Trus t .
R e s t o r a t i o n work has s t a r t e d and the N a t i o n a l T r u s t i s a s s i s t e d by v o l u n t a r y

work p a r t i e s . As w e l l a s improvement s t o the Nature Tr a i l , a c i r cu la to ry walk
for handicapped v i s i t o r s will be prepared and i t i s hoped to open i t to the
pub l i c next yea r.

The Wycombe Centre is a c t i v e in he lp ing to r a i s e funds for the appeal and for
other local Trust needs.

O l i v i a P r i c e

Wild L i f e o f t h e C h i l t e r n s

On 8th October 1980, a joint meeting was held of the High Wycombe Socie ty and
the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Naturalists ' Trust, in the Guildhall. Susan Cowdy,
a Vi c e P r e s i d e n t of t h e T r u s t , s p o k e in h e r i n i m i t a b l e way and showed s u p e r b

s l i d e s . Her message was one fo r a l l of us - the grave threa t now facing the
fl o r a and fauna o f Bucks and the need f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f the h a b i t a t s which
remain. New houses and factories, roads, new agricultural methods and a
growing p o p u l a t i o n have reduced c o n s i d e r a b l y t h e a r e a s f o r w i ld l i f e . The

constant inroads of scrub vegetat ion, the ploughing of downland, the draining
of wet land, the disappearance of water features and the re len t less pounding
of human feet a r e a l l taking t h e i r t o l l .

It was clear from her talk that B.B.O.N.T. is prepared to fight for th i s v i t a l
cause and Mrs Cowdy showed many examples of the devoted work c a r r i e d out by
members of the Trust in p ro tec t ing rare species of animals and plants and the
ex t raord inary amount o f time members are prepared to s a c r i fi c e in o rde r to
ca r ry out t h i s work.

This jo in t meeting was a g r ea t s u c c e s s   a n d i t d e m o n s t r a t e d tha t t h e r e i s

scope for Amenity S o c i e t i e s such ours to help the Trus t i n t h i s ve ry i m p o r t a n t

Jack Scruton

B B O N T

C o n t d . . . .
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High Wycombe D i s t r i c t Arts A s s o c i a t i o n

I am d e l i g h t e d to report t h a t the High Wycombe Society is now a f fi l i a t e d t o
the Wycombe Dis t r ic t Arts Association. The Arts Association, which was formed
in 1978, aims to promote the development and improvement of the Arts wi th in
the d i s t r i c t . Many socie t ies are already a f fi l i a t e d to the Association, including
"The Four Ways Drama Group", "High Wycombe Camera Club", and the "New Wycombe
Arts" and the u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e of the Associa t ion is t o e s t a b l i s h a n A r t s

C e n t r e to s e r v e t h e w h o l e d i s t r i c t .

At p r e s e n t t h e Chairman is Mrs E Powton and the S e c r e t a r y, Mrs E Dean.

An e x c i t i n g development for the Wycombe Arts Assoc ia t ion i s the recen t assignment
of Mr David Wright as the Ar ts O f fi c e r f o r Buckinghamshire. This is a completely
new appointment designed to co -o rd ina t e the Arts wi th in the County, and hopeful ly
to a f fi l i a t e the County to a Regional Arts Assoc ia t ion .

With the assistance of the New Arts Officer it is hoped that there will be a
wider and more varied programme of Arts Events in the Wycombe Dis t r i c t . I t is
hoped to s t age :

Berthold Brech t ' s
"The Good Woman of Setzuan" by the Aron Touring
Company in December and p e r f o r m a n c e s by t h e
Royal Shakespeare Company and Opera 80 a r e
planned for the New Year.

Brennie Halse

Christmas Greet ings

On b e h a l f of the Executive Committee, may I wish a l l members and f r i e n d s o f the
Society a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and P r o s p e r o u s New Ye a r .

Ted Kearney

LATE NEWS

A MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 8.00 P.M. ON MONDAY 12TH JANUARY 1981 AT THE FRIENDS

MEETING HOUSE, LONDON ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE TO DISCUSS THE FORMATION OF A NEW
GROUP IN THE SOCIETY WHICH WILL EMBRACE THE WATER, TREES AND WOODLANDS GROUPS.
ANYONE INTERESTED SHOULD ATTEND THIS MEETING.
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Rosemary S h o o t e r

Rosemary has been Secretary of our Planning Group for a number of years and
the S o c i e t y i s i n d e b t e d to he r f o r he r v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h i s important
p a r t o f o u r w o r k . Despite many calls upon her time, she has always managed to
squeeze in work for the Soc ie ty. R o s e m a r y and Ken Shooter a r e now p r e p a r i n g
t o m o v e t o D o r s e t a n d a n o t h e r Secre tary must be found as soon as p o s s i b l e .
We s h a l l certainly miss Rosemary's humour and Ken's background support.

T h e w o r k i s i n t e r e s t i n g and i t can be fi t t e d in to the b u s i e s t r o u t i n e . An
i n t e r e s t in the welfare of the town and some typing ab i l i t y would be needed.
I f any members f e e l s he or she can help, p l ease contact the Hon. Secre ta ry as
s o o n p o s s i b l e .

S h e i l a L a t i m e r

Like Mrs Shooter, Sheila has helped the Society a great deal by her work as
Sec re t a ry of the Water Group. She has found the work interesting and very
worthwhile, but she is now heavily committed in other directions and has asked
to be replaced.

We are thinking of forming a group to embrace both Water and Woodlands, but
a lot depends on whether we can find a successor to Sheila. We hope that
someone i n the Soc ie ty wil l vo lun t ee r to help us by a c t i n g as S e c r e t a r y.

Please contact the Hon. S e c r e t a r y.

Te d K e a r n e y - Chairman

Keeping Warm i n Winter

The D i s t r i c t Counc i l E n v i r o n m e n t a l
word tha t grants to help with the insu la t ion of roof spaces have been increased
from $50 t o $65 (or 66% of the cost of the work, whichever is the less), but
i n t h e c a s e of e l d e r l y p e o p l e in s p e c i a l n e e d t h e amount o f g r a n t h a s b e e n
i n c r e a s e d t o 90% of the cost of the work up to a maximum of £90.

Further information from Mr Scott, H W 26100 Extension 353.

Future Programme of Events •

Wednesday, 28th January 1981

Monday 16th March to Saturday
28th March 1981

Thursday 9th April, 1981

Quarterly Meeting in the Carrington Room
of the Guildhall, beginning at 8 p.m.
John Few w i l l t a l k about the work of
F r i e n d s o f t h e E a r t h .

Annual Socie ty Exh ib i t ion in the Gui ldhal l
as p a r t of the Wycombe Arts F e s t i v a l .
We hope to deal with the theme of Changing
Shopping Pa t t e rn s i n the Town Centre.
Annual General Meeting in the Guildhall,
beginning a t 8.p.m.
John Sa le , D i s t r i c t Office r of the Forest ry
Commission, wi l l t a lk about Trees and
Woodlands around High Wycombe.


