
High Wycombe Society
SECRETARY: J SCRUTON 17 LONDON ROAD HIGH WYCOMBE BUCKS

Telephone 25933

NEWSLETTER No. 43 SPRING 1981

M a l c o l m D e a n

The Wycombe Dis t r i c t Council has suffered a great loss with the death of
Malcolm Dean, the Planning Officer and Architect , and he will be greatly
missed by his friends and colleagues. Since the formation of the Society
we met Mr Dean on many occasions and always found him w i l l i n g to l i s t e n
to another point of view. He carried out his very difficult job with great
i n t e g r i t y, backed by a profound knowledge of a r ch i t e c tu r e and the European
h e r i t a g e . He had a passionate be l i e f in the need to t reasure the good
things which remain with us and was a champion of the aims of conse rva t ion .

On 26th February a memorial s e r v i c e was he ld i n Hambleden P a r i s h Church
which was a t tended by a large number o f h i s f r i e n d s . A most moving t r i b u t e
w a s paid by Miss G Belson, Chairman of the Planning Committee, and in this
s h e revealed his many g i f t s , not only in his work but in his musical ab i l i t i e s
and the a r t s general ly. His death i s a severe blow to the D i s t r i c t Council
a n d

J a c k Scruton

PLANNING GROUP

Development Control

The latest D. of E. Circular, 22/80 - Development Control, Policy and Practice
- h a s aroused deep misgivings in many parts of the country, not only within
the Amenity movement, but a l so among the ranks of local a u t h o r i t i e s . I t
seeks to secure a speeding up of the planning system, and to remove
o b s t a c l e s i n t h e pa th of deve lopers . Speed does not always s p e l l e f fi c i e n c y .
Quick dec i s ions a re of ten f a u l t y. Our planning procedures have fau l t s , but
by and large they are s e n s i b l e and prevent wholesale abuse. They m u s t
n o t b e d i s m a n t l e d we hope t h a t l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l r e s i s t t h e
u n w a r r a n t e d pressure to relax their controls.

C o n t d . . . .
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Housing i n South Bucks

The d e c i s i o n by the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e to i n c r e a s e the hous ing a l l o c a t i o n
for South Bucks in order to accommodate 7,500 addit ional people up to 1991,
despite the protests of the County Council, i s causing deep concern, especially
in the areas concerned. T h e v u l n e r a b l e "white" areas, such as H.7 (Hazelmere),
H.6 (Green Hi l l ) , and the Gomm Val ley could be th rea tened . T h e s e a n d o t h e r

"white" areas are p rec ious s t r e t c h e s of count rys ide fo r a number of reasons ,
and they must be defended at a l l c o s t s . W i t h t h e p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e

u n c e r t a i n t i e s i t i s f o o l i s h in the extreme to impose t h i s burden on Wycombe
and D i s t r i c t . T h e n e e d could e a s i l y be examined at t h e p e r i o d i c r e v i e w s
of the S t r u c t u r e P l a n . The r e a s o n s advanced by t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e a r e
w i t h o u t r e a l s u b s t a n c e and i t w o u l d be e x t r e m e f o l l y t o s a c r i fi c e o p e n
countryside because of them. The p r i n c i p a l local housing concern must be the
people already here in n e e d of homes who are unable to buy one of the very
large number at p r e sen t a v a i l a b l e . T h i s means s a t i s f y i n g the genuine loca l
need of those on the wai t ing l i s t by means of local a u t h o r i t y housing o r

some form of jo in t venture developments, and using s m a l l s i t e s w i t h i n t h e

present boundar ies of the town. The S a f f r o n P l a t t and A l b e r t S t r e e t s i t e s
are examples and there are undoubtedly others within the d i s t r i c t .

T h e B i f f a T i p I n q u i r y

Congratulations to the residents of Loudwater and Dis t r ic t for the great
v i c t o r y in the B i f f a Tip I n q u i r y. The defence of the important Dareham
Valley was conducted with vigour and great s k i l l , and with t h e knowledge
that they were r ight . The prospect of the t ip has haunted a large number
of people for a long time and we can imagine the enormous r e l i e f on hear ing
the Secretary of State's decision. We would l i k e t o t h a n k E r i c A l e x a n d e r
for presenting evidence on behalf of the Society in support of the local
r e s i d e n t s .

To t t e r i d g e House and Sports F i e l d

Applicat ions were submitted fo r b u i l d i n g fi v e houses near to t h i s fi n e
house and to make use o f the Sports F ie ld t o b u i l d 40 h o u s e s and a b l o c k of
fl a t s . The decision about the five houses has been deferred, but the building
o f h o u s e s on the Sports Field has been re fused . Among o t h e r o b j e c t i o n s t h e
l o c a l residents feel very strongly that the Sports ground should be retained
and that e x t r a housing would c r e a t e severe t r a f fi c problems. We suppor t
them in t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n .

Jackson's Site, Bourne End

Jackson's of Bourne End have made several a p p l i c a t i o n s t o e s t a b l i s h
warehousing on the mil l s i t e and to make use o f the old Spor ts F i e ld for
f u r t h e r w a r e h o u s i n g o r i n d u s t r i a l u s e . The l o c a l r e s i d e n t s have opposed
t h e a p p l i c a t i o n s for a number of reasons, including t r a f fi c , the effect on
t h e l o c a l e n v i r o n m e n t and the loss of a Sports Field, which c o u l d and s h o u l d
be used for the benefit of the local community, deprived as i t is of
r e c r e a t i o n a l s p a c e . T h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s agreed with them and r e f u s e d
the var ious a p p l i c a t i o n s . The latest application is for warehousing on the
m i l l s i t e a n d t o u s e t h e S p o r t s F i e l d f o r h o u s i n g . The l o c a l r e s i d e n t s h a v e

again opposed the applications and the Society will support them.

Ted Kearney

C o n t d . . . .
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HISTORIC BUILDING GROUP

Open Air Museum, Chalfont S t . G i l e s

We are arranging a v i s i t to the Open Air Museum on Saturday afternoon, 20th
June 1 9 8 1 . The Museum w i l l not n o r m a l l y b e o p e n on Sa turdays , but the
Museum a u t h o r i t y i s to make spec ia l arrangements for our v i s i t and to
p r o v i d e g u i d e s to accompany our party in a tour of the in teres t ing buildings
already erected. In addit ion to th i s tour there will be an opportunity
to follow the Nature t r a i l l a i d in the beau t i fu l grounds of Newland Park.
A p i c n i c tea can be t a k e n .

The Coach would leave at 2.00 p.m. and return to High Wycombe about 5.30 p . m .
A number of our members have a l ready i n d i c a t e d a t our l a s t Quar ter ly Meeting
that they would l i k e to go. Members who would l i k e to be included should
contact Derek Woods, 19 Adelaide Road, High Wycombe - Telephone High Wycombe
20284.

D e r e k Woods

0 1 d C h e q u e r s

Despite the strongest possible plea from the Chiltern Society and this
Society, supported by the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings,
to "cal l in" the application to demolish the Old Chequers, t h e Secretary
o f S t a t e h a s d e c i d e d t o t a k e no a c t i o n and h e h a s t h e r e f o r e a l l o w e d t h e
Dis t r ic t Council's decision to demolish to stand. In view of the past
history and the two decisions of the Secretary of State in refusing previous
requests for demolition, we find the refusal to intervene most baffling.
Despite a l l the brave s ta tements made by the Government and o the r s in
authority, it seems that our historic buildings are s t i l l without proper
protection and that until legislat ion is tightened up many more will disappear
n e e d l e s s l y.

A f t e r such a b i t t e r b low i t i s t e m p t i n g to lose i n t e r e s t in fi g h t i n g for
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s . I n s t e a d t h e two S o c i e t i e s a r e r e s o l v e d t o c o n t i n u e
with t h i s never ending b a t t l e and do our utmost to prevent a r e p e t i t i o n of
the Old Chequers d i s a s t e r .

J a c k S c r u t o n

Conservation Area, High Wycombe

A Planning Appl ica t ion was made r e c e n t l y to bu i ld 40 fl a t s a t t h e c o r n e r
of Priory Road and Priory Avenue and this would have meant the disappearance
of two fi n e V i c t o r i a n h o u s e s w i t h i n t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a . A f t e r r e f u s a l
by the D i s t r i c t Council the a p p l i c a n t a p p e a l e d , b u t t he S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e
has decided tha t the Council was r i g h t to r e f u s e . I t was a plan out of
k e e p i n g w i t h the a r e a and was a great over-development of t h e s i t e . T h e
l o s s o f t h e fi n e h o u s e s was a l s o an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r . T h i s was a v e r y
p l e a s i n g d e c i s i o n and we were very glad to support the D i s t r i c t Council in
t h e i r r e f u s a l .

C o n t d . . . .
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New C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a s a n d S p e c i a l A r e a s

Recently, Wycombe Distr ict Council has approved Three new Conservation
Areas and five new Special Areas within the High Wycombe District
P l a n A r e a .

One new Conservation Area is Four Ashes which includes four L i s t ed Bui ldings
- Brands House, Rockhalls Farmhouse and the barns at Rockhalls Farm
have been sympathe t ica l ly r e s t o r e d . The garden walls o f Brands House are
a l s o l i s t e d .
n e w s t a t u s .

Another new C o n s e r v a t i o n Area i s an e x t e n s i o n to t h e p r e s e n t Ty l e r s Green
and Penn C.A. a t T y l e r s G r e e n . This inc ludes two L i s t e d Bui ld ings - the
Old Rectory and Tyler End, and a large t r ac t of open common.

The t h i r d new C o n s e r v a t i o n Area i s A b b o t s b r o o k a d j o i n i n g t h e e x i s t i n g Well
End C o n s e r v a t i o n Area. Although there are no Listed Buildings within
the area, i t is nevertheless a pleasant, well-laid out residential area
with a t r i b u t a r y of the Thames running through i t .

There are fi v e new Special Areas to add to the four a l ready des igna ted -
Flackwell Heath, Lane End, Downley Common and Saffron P l a t t . Special Areas
are those w h i l s t no t considered to be o f s u f fi c i e n t q u a l i t y t o be des igna ted
Conservation Areas, a re recognised as possessing a special local in te res t
and also s i g n i fi c a n t l y contribute to the character of the loca l i ty. Within
these areas, any planning proposals will be given the same consideration
as is given to Conservation Area proposals to e n s u r e t h a t t h e y a r e in
sympathy with the charector of the a rea as a whole.

One new Special Area is Amersham Road with Lucas Road and Rectory Avenue.
The re i s one L i s t e d B u i l d i n g in the a r e a - the Royal Grammer School.
Terriers Special Area includes large parts of open land on either side
o f t h e Amersham Road and the two Listed Buildings, Terriers Lodge and 201,
Amersham Road. A l e n g t h of West Wycombe Road i s t h e t h i r d a r e a c h o s e n
and Mill End House i s a L i s t ed Building wi th in the a rea . Hedsor Road, Bourne
End is another des igna ted area and possesses th ree L i s t ed Buildings -
Hollands, Jeffries and a Toll House. Frogmoor has a l s o been chosen as a
Special Area and while i t i s something of a tarmac jungle a t the moment,
i t i s hoped that by des igna t ing it a Special Area, the Local A u t h o r i t y
w i l l be e n a b l e d t o t a k e a c t i o n t o r e s t o r e it to s o m e t h i n g o f i t s former
g l o r y .

Janet Tully
HERITAGE GROUP

Good News A b o u t t h e G . I . A . o f G r e e n S t r e e t

As many of our members wi l l remember, the Council proposed some time ago
t h a t the area around Green S t r e e t in the Western p a r t o f the town should
be declared a General Improvement Area, with housing restored and the local
environment improved g e n e r a l l y. The local i n h a b i t a n t s in general

C o n t d . . . .
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welcomed the proposals and an a t t r a c t i v e scheme was drawn up by the
E n v i r o n m e n t a l H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t . The Scheme r e m a i n e d f r o z e n b e c a u s e o f

financia l r e s t r i c t i o n s , but happily these have been removed, and the new
1980 Housing Act has encouraged the work to go ahead. The f u l l Counc i l
made a formal d e c l a r a t i o n a t t h e i r meeting on 2nd March and t h e S e c r e t a r y
of S t a t e has been informed. Two houses wil l be prepared as show houses to
i l l u s t r a t e possible improvements, and i t is hoped that the local people
wi l l seek financ ia l help from the funds ava i lab le in order to improve t he i r

Other work to improve the local environment, such as t r e e p l an t ing
and better t r a f fi c and car parking arrangements will be undertaken g r a d u a l l y.

We hope to see the Western Desert reclaimed and become a showpiece f o r

Wycombe.

B i l l W i l l s o n

Queen Mother's 80th Birthday Celebrations
We are indebted to some of our members and local business organisations for
donations to the tree fund to buy trees and plant them in celebration of the
80th Bi r thday c e l e b r a t i o n s of the Queen Mother. The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s
agreed to provide a sum equal to our fund up to a maximum of £100, the money
coming from the Lot tery Fund. We a re very g r a t e f u l for t h i s he lp and we
hope to obtain trees in time for a Spring planting. If de lays do occur,
the work will be undertaken in e a r l y Autumn. Young people taking par t in
the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme have volunteered to undertake the planting.
This seems an admirable arrangement i n view o f the f a c t that t h i s year i s
the 25th Anniversary of the Scheme.

Quar te r ly Meeting

On 28th January Mr Few from the Friends o f the Earth at Watford gave a
t a lk to our members and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the local group of the Friends
o f t h e E a r t h . The t a l k was most i n t e r e s t i n g and deserved a l a rge a t t endance .
Mr Few described eloquently the major concerns of the Friends of the Earth
and brought home to us in a vivid way the urgent need to husband our fi n i t e
resources, and to look a f t e r this poor old planet. We c e r t a i n l y need h i s
organisation and many more people should think se r ious ly of ways in which
they can help to prevent the sad waste of materials , and the many threats
to our environment, inc luding the wanton d e s t r u c t i o n o f wild l i f e . As Mr.
Few emphasised, we must learn to l ive with, ra ther than a t the expense of,
o u r n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t .

Roger Lawson

Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l - H i g h Wycombe S o c i e t y E x h i b i t i o n

At the time o f go ing to p r e s s we are p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r ou r Annual E x h i b i t i o n
as p a r t of the Wycombe Arts Festival. The theme we have chosen is "Shopping
in Wycombe - Past and Present". It has been the most d i f fi c u l t and yet the
most fascinating Exhibition we have attempted and we hope i t will be a
s u c c e s s . I t c o n t r a s t s shopping i n Vi c t o r i a n Wycombe with subsequent t i m e s
and we are indebted to a l a rg e number o f people and o rg a n i s a t i o n s fo r t h e i r
help. Although much of the work has f a l l e n on our Her i tage Group, many o t h e r s
r a l l i e d t o t h e c a l l f o r h e l p . In add i t i on we would l i k e to thank a l l those
members who have agreed to look a f t e r the Exhibition.

C o n t d . . . .
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Future Programme

Thursday, 9th April 1981

S a t u r d a y a f t e rnoon , 20th
June 1981.

Wednesday 7th October
1981.

Annual General Meeting in the Guildhall at
8.00 p.m.
Bernard Beard, Chief Forester in charge of
the C h i l t e r n F o r e s t , w i l l g i v e an
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k about the Trees and
Woodlands around High Wycombe.

Vis i t to Open Air Museum, C h a l f o n t S t . G i l e s ,
to tour the h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s and fol low
the Newland Park na ture t r a i l . Coach leaves
Wycombe a t 2.00 p.m. and r e t u r n s about
5.30 p.m.

I l l u s t r a t e d t a l k byQuarterly Meeting iThe Making of a NaturalD e n y s O v e n d e n o n
History Book". In the G u i l d h a l l , High
Wycombe, beginning at 8.00 p.m.


