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A VERY SPECIAL EDITION.

We c e l e b r a t e the fi f t i e t h i s s u e o f o u r N e w s l e t t e r wi th t h i s e d i t i o n .
As Chairman ( o r pe r son ) i t g i v e s me g r e a t p l e a s u r e t o thank and c o n g r a t u l a t e
a l l t h o s e members a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s who h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d m a t e r i a l a n d h e l p e d
t o p u b l i s h i t o v e r t h e y e a r s .
as a good example of i t s kind, combining, as i t does, s e r ious comment ona 2o t o kind, coming.I t h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e r e p u t a t i o n

l o c a l m a t t e r s o f c o n c e r n w i t h a s e n s e o f f u n .

We remember our fi r s t c a r t o o n i s t , the l a t e Jim C o t t r e l l , wi th g r e a t
a f f e c t i o n . His work could only be fo l lowed by equal t a l e n t , and we have
been d e l i g h t e d and amused by t h e pen of Krys tyna Barrow, who has he lped us
s i n c e the sad l o s s o f J im. We must a l s o thank o t h e r l o c a l a r t i s t s , and
e s p e c i a l l y E r i c F o w l e r , f o r t h e i r g r e a t h e l p i n e n l i v e n i n g o u r p a g e s w i t h
a t t r a c t i v e drawings o f local s c e n e s and b u i l d i n g s .

A fi n a l vote of thanks t o t h o s e s t a l w a r t s who a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r assembly
and d i s t r i b u t i o n , and not l eas t to our t y p i s t s and p r i n t e r s .

I , personally, look forward to the next fi f t y issues!

Ted K e a r n e y.

Examination in Public - Extra Housing i n High Wycombe?
During e a r l y F e b r u a r y t h e r e was a d e t a i l e d examina t ion a t the Aston

Hall, Aylesbury, in to proposals to amend the County Structure Plan, the
p r o v i s i o n to be made f o r the supposed

need of 7.500 people in South Buckinghamshire. Although conducted in a
c i v i l i s e d m a n n e r , the Examinat ion was a fi e r c e s t r u g g l e between a v a r i e t y
of would-be house bu i lde r s , aided by local manufacturers, and an equallyd e t e r m i n e d m i x t u r e o f t h o s e who b e l i e v e i t i s v i t a l t o s a v e v a l u a b l e
farmland and open countryside in the A.O.N.B., and who most of a l l r ea l i sed
that the future of our town i s being threatened.

The m a i n c o n c e r n was a b a t t l e a b o u t H a z l e m e r e a n d t h e G r a n g e a n d
Te r r i e r s Farms - an a r e a which has been f o u g h t over many t i m e s . The
various Res idents ' Associat ions and Amenity Soc ie t i e s worked in par tnership
with the N.F.U. and Parish Councils, and of course our D i s t r i c t Council a l so
r e s i s t e d t h e e x t r a p o p u l a t i o n . The County's ro le was necessa r i ly neu t r a l
a n d they held the ring admirably.

The d e v e l o p e r s r e l i e d h e a v i l y on a v a s t a r r a y o f s t a t i s t i c s , which
c o u l d be m a n i p u l a t e d t o show t h a t Wycombe needed a d d i t i o n a l p o p u l a t i o n
beyond that proposed by the Secretary of Sta te . They were d e s i g n e d t o
i n t i m i d a t e and weaken ou r r e s o l v e , b u t we were a b l e to r e t a i n o u r deep
suspicion of the figures and our belief that they wereperhaps nothing more
t h a n a bumper e d i t i o n o f Old Moore ' s Almanac.

We now a w a i t t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e P a n e l and t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e .
Extra housing and population of the numbers proposed could impose enormous
p r o b l e m s a t a time when the town i s hav ing s e r i o u s d i f fi c u l t i e s i n g r a p p l i n g
w i t h c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s .

Jack Scruton .



2.T h o u g h t s a b o u t o u r To w n C e n t r e .
The Bucks Free P r e s s pub l i shed a map o f the town c e n t r e on 4 th March

showing what they believed to be the Council 's plans for redevelopment.
This p u b l i c a t i o n fo l lowed a P res s Conference g i v e n j o i n t l y by Wycombe Counci l
and H i l l i e r P a r k e r , t h e e s t a t e a g e n t s h i r e d t o p roduce i d e a s . H i l l i e r P a r k e r ,
i t w i l l be remembered, were though t t o be t h e prime movers behind t h e s a l e of
the land a t Cressex f o r the new Asda S u p e r s t o r e .

I t i s l a r g e l y due to the imminent a r r i v a l o f Asda t h a t any p l a n s a t a l l
f o r Wycombe's town c e n t r e have been mooted, and du r ing the l a s t 4 y e a r s ,
w h i l s t we have a l l been w a i t i n g f o r t h e overdue D i s t r i c t P l a n t o come o u t , t h e
r a p e of Wycombe h a s o c c u r r e d in t h e form of many t h o u s a n d s of s q u a r e f e e t
new o f fi c e s . Shopping, c a r p a r k i n g , p e d e s t r i a n i s a t i o n ( e x c e p t f o r one b r i e f
f o r a y ) and o t h e r improvement schemes ( e . g . a t F r o g m o o r ) w e r e a l l shelved, and
a r e only now being brought ou t and dus t ed o f f . W h e t h e r t h a t i s b e c a u s e t h e
C o u n c i l h a v e c h a n g e d t h e i r m i n d s a b o u t t h e i m p a c t Asda w i l l h a v e - t h e y a n d
H i l l i e r P a r k e r h a v i n g i n s i s t e d two y e a r s a g o t h a t i t would n o t be s e r i o u s -
o r w h e t h e r i t i s d u e to t h e l o c a l e l e c t i o n s i n May, i s u n c l e a r .

However, the Free Press produced a very c r e d i t a b l e may, with several
i n t e r e s t i n g s u g g e s t i o n s . I f B r i t i s h Home S t o r e s a n d C & A Modes b i t e t h e
b i scu i t and take up the offe r of a l e a se on the present Bus Depot, then the
O c t a g o n w i l l be u p - g r a d e d a n d two e x t r a r e t a i l u n i t s on t h e Tu e s d a y m a r k e t
s q u a r e , t h e r e m i n d e r of t h e s q u a r e b e i n g l a i d o u t w i t h t r e e s a n d s e a t s .
Up-grad ing the Octagon might mean b e t t e r l i g h t i n g , i l l u m i n a t e d show c a s e s
o n s o m e o f the blank w a l l s , Muzak, s e a t s and a f o u n t a i n a la B r e n t Cross
o u t s i d e Murrays, s o f t e r fl o o r i n g and locked doors a t each e n t r a n c e a f t e r
s h o p h o u r s . The hated Bus Depot would go, and Wycombe would have b e t t e r
shopping f a c i l i t i e s . So f a r s o g o o d . A new Bus D e p o t on s i m i l a r l i n e s
i s n o t e n v i s a g e d . The most l i k e l y p o s s i b i l i t y i s to b u i l d a new s e r v i c i n g
and r e p a i r d e p o t on the Council 's Brook Street depot, due to be relocated a t
Booker, and have a p i c k - u p / s e t - d o w n p o i n t sou th o f the High S t r e e t to h e l p
r e v i t a l i s e the r e t a i l f a c t o r t h e r e . If they 60 for th is , they will need to
c o m p u l s o r i l y t h e P r u d e n t i a l ' s l a n d h o l d i n g t h e r e , and i f they do t h a t , they
may c o n s i d e r very s e r i o u s l y the i d e a o f b u i l d i n g an A r t s Cent re t h e r e too.

I n t h e o r y, t h i s could l i n k up n i c e l y wi th the l i b r a r y , but s i n c e the
m a p under d i scuss ion was published, the County Council have e x p r e s s e d a
d e s i r e to b u i l d a new l i b r a r y ( a f t e r the new Asda l i b r a r y ) a t the hub o f
t h i n g s , i n t h e We s t e r n p a r t o f t h e town c e n t r e . Q u i t e w h e r e t h e w r i t e r
c a n n o t e n v i s a g e , but t h i n k s a l i b r a r y and Ar t s Cent re would be happy bed-
f e l l o w s . I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t the Counc i l w i l l want t o b u i l d t h e i r A r t s
C e n t r e on B r i d g e S t r e e t C a r Park a s t h e y h a v e b e e n t i p p e d o f f t h a t i t s
g r e a t e s t fi n a n c i a l va lue would be found i n o f fi c e development .

S a i n s b u r y ' s a r e p r e s s i n g ahead wi th t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s to buy GH and
S Keen's s i t e behind the Dovecot car park, having been given the green l i g h t
by the Planning Committee for a new s t o r e , and Boots are thought to be eager to
to take ove r t h e i r e x i s t i n g shop i n the Octagon. There i s now a p l a n n i n g
a p p l i c a t i o n in to r edeve lop the Pa lace Cinema a s a depar tment s t o r e p lus 16
r e t a i l u n i t s , and i t i s to be e a r n e s t l y hoped t h a t the whole Frogmoor a r e a
w i l l be g i v e n a f a c e l i f t b e f o r e much l o n g e r . The Counci l has earmarked i n

d e v e l o p m e n t , i n c l u d i n g t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e I n t i m a t e

1 e   e o r   3   8 3 0 , 0 0 0   F e r   t h a   r e   o   t h e   n e r I f a l l the proposed
T h e a t r e b u i l d i n g , goes

a h e a d , Frogmoor may once a g a i n be a p l e a s a n t p l a c e .
B r i t i s h R a i l a re on the l o o k - o u t f o r a d e v e l o p e r t o unde r t ake a mass ive

redevelopment of t h e i r land around the s t a t i o n , hoping t ha t the developer
w i l l " throw i n " a new s t a t i o n a s p a r t o f the package. How s e r i o u s l y they
a r e s e a r c h i n g must be i n doubt u n t i l t h e i r f u t u r e p o l i c y ove r p a s s e n g e r
s e r v i c e s i n t o Marylebone i s s e t t l e d .

P e d e s t r i a n i s a t i o n w i l l e v e r be a c o n t r o v e r s i a l s u b j e c t i n Wycombe.
The Free Press sees Frogmoor and the ent i re High St ree t becoming t r a f fi c -
f r e e , but the main t r a f fi c c o n fl i c t f o r shoppe r s must be Church S t r e e t ,
Queen Square and White H a r t S t r e e t . Would i t b e p o s s i b l e t o s e n d t h e
t r a f fi c away and p e d e s t r i a n i s e t h e s e s t r e e t a s w e l l ?

A n n a B i r k s .



3 .

'OPICE

I t ' s
m u c h
better

n e r e

P l a n n i n g Gains o r P u b l i c Losses?

The above t i t l e a p p e a r s a t the head o f an a r t i c l e in the J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y
1983 issue of Heri tage Outlook, the Civic I r u s t Journal .

The a r t i c l e r a i s e s the s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n o f the l e g a l i t y , and , i n d e e d ,
the m o r a l i t y o f the growing p r a c t i c e o f some d e v e l o p e r s o f f e r i n g promises t o
do something o f " b e n e fi t " to the l o c a l community in exchange f o r p l ann ing
permission, which may or may not be r e l a t e d to the o f f e r made.
prac t ice of a local au tho r i ty seeking to " s e l l " planning permission f o r
s i m i l a r r e a s o n s i s a l s o c o n s i d e r e d .

There i s i n c r e a s i n g concern o v e r these p r a c t i c e s on the p a r t o f
Government, local a u t h o r i t i e s , d e v e l o p e r s , lawyers and o t h e r p a r t i e s whose
concern i s land deve lopment . Members o f the p u b l i c , no t l e a s t the High
Wycombe S o c i e t y, have a l s o been e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r concern .

We have had a number of i n s t a n c e s l a t e l y o f t h i s p r a c t i c e l o c a l l y , and the
i s s u e s involved have a l r e a d y been s e r i o u s l y deba ted in Committee when p l a n n i n g
a p p l i c a t i o n s h a v e been r e v e a l e d . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e d i s c u s s i o n s b e t w e e n
the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y and t h e d e v e l o p e r t a k e p l a c e behind c lo sed d o o r s , and a s
t h e a r t i c l e s t a t e s , p l a n n i n g p e r m i s s i o n can be g i v e n f o r p r o p o s a l s which a r e
n o t s t r i c t l y i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e new L o c a l P l a n s .
p a r t i c i p a t i o n can t h e r e f o r e be thwarted s i n c e t h e r e i s no s t a t u t o r y o b l i g a t i o n
on the p a r t o f the o f fi c e r s concerned o r the a p p l i c a n t s t o g i v e p u b l i c i t y t o
t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s .

The present s i t ua t i on i s succintly summed up in the a r t i c l e , where i t is
s t a t e d t h a t "With the p r e s e n t system, that which may well a f f e c t the public
i n t e r e s t can be s igned, sealed and del ivered before the p u b l i c i s aware o f
the f a c t s , o r indeed the e x i s t e n c e o f the s i t u a t i o n " .

There i s a gl immer o f hope on t h e h o r i z o n . The Department o f t h e
Env i ronmen t ' s P r o p e r t y Adviso ry Group h a s p r e p a r e d a r e p o r t on t h e s u b j e c t
w h i c h h a s b e e n w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d . The r e p o r tF i r e t   w h e t   i s   a n d   1 s   n o t   v a l t   p L a m i n e   B a i r a n d   s e c o n d ,   b e 2 g a t n i n e
for planning gain a legal and soc ia l ly acceptable part of the planning process,
a n d should i t be con t ro l l ed ( e i t h e r by s t a t u t e or Government pol icy) more
v i g o r o u s l y t h a t i t i s a t p r e s e n t ?

We w i l l watch developments wi th i n t e r e s t .



4.
Another t h r e a t t o t h e Ch i l t e rn s?

There has been a n o t h e r outbreak o f motorway v i r u s with the beg inningsou front the one po how dil too 2t The l e s i o n s b e i n g

i n e v i t a b l y s u f f e r a g r e a t deal more b e f o r e t h e i n fl a m m a t i o n s u b s i d e s . When
t h e M.25 i s fi n i s h e d i t w i l l e n c i r c l e G r e a t e r London a n d j o i n a l l o f t h e
r a d i a t i n g motorways t o g e t h e r . The M.l. wi l l jo in the M.40, which wi l l jo in
t h e M.4. a n d so o n . T h e r e i n l i e s the rub wi th the j o i n i n g o f o u r " l o c a l
motorways". The boys a t the M i n i s t r y, t o g e t h e r wi th t h e i r chums i n the
road -bu i ld ing i n d u s t r y, suddenly had a new v i s i o n . The M.40, i n s t e a d of
b e i n g the new F i s hgua rd t runk road ( o r pe rhaps a s well a s ) could be extended

of Oxford to Birmingham, and thus r e l i eve the badly bu i l t and knocked

Now a s f a r a s t h e r e s i d e n t s o f Wycombe a n d D i s t r i c t w e r e c o n c e r n e d i t
seemed t h a t t h e s e new c e n t r e s o f v i r a l i n f e c t i o n w e r e s u f fi c i e n t l y f a r away
t o have l i t t l e l o c a l i m p a c t , b u t c o n s i d e r e d t o g e t h e r t h e y pose a v e r y s e r i o u s
t h r e a t i n d e e d t o t h e C h i l t e r n s a s a w h o l e . The C h i l t e r n s w i l l f a l l i n t h e
S o u t h Eastern corner of the London, B r i s t o l , Birmingham t r i ang l e , j u s t outside
the M.25 loop, which speculators wil l fi n d i r r e s t i b l e . Such m a r v e l l o u s
communications wi th a l l p o i n t s o f the compass and such a was te o f development
p o t e n t i a l ! O t h e r , more s e n s i b l e , peop le have t r i e d to p o i n t ou t t h a t the
Birmingham M.40 extension i s not necessary, since any existing t r a f fi c
problems could be so lved by some bye -pas s b u i l d i n g a t a f r a c t i o n o f the c o s t .
We would a l s o be spa red the chaos o f widening the l o c a l s e c t i o n s o f the M. 40
t o t h r e e l a n e u s e .

The C .P.R .E . h a s p r epa red a case against the Minis t ry ' s M.40 proposals,
i n w h i c h d e t a i l p r o f e s s i o n a l l y cons ide r ed a l t e r n a t i v e s . t u s hope
t h a t i t r e c e i v e s the c o n s i d e r a t i o n i t d e s e r v e s . O u r t h a n k s a r e d u e t o b o t h
t h e C . P. R . E . and t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y f o r b r i n g i n g to o u r n o t i c e y e t a n o t h e r

h r e a t t o wha t r e m a i n s o f o u r b e a u t i f u l Coun ty.

Ted K e a r n e y.

WYCOMBE DISTRICT ARTS ASSOCIATION.
The Wycombe D i s t r i c t A r t s A s s o c i a t i o n (WDAA) i s

a " p r e s s u r e g roup" whose main aim i s t o " f u r t h e r t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c h a r i t a b l e a r t s c e n t r e i n t h e
d i s t r i c t " - to quo te from the c o n s t i t u t i o n . T othis end we have the support of other organisations,i n c l u d i n g t h e H i g h Wycombe S o c i e t y .
d i s t r i b u t e d a q u e s t i o n n a i r e to fi n d out j u s t what the
people o f Wycombe and D i s t r i c t r e a l l y f e l t about a r t s
p r o v i s i o n . Overwhelmingly they do want improved
f a c i l i t i e s - i . e . an Arts Centre! The Council have s e t up a Committeeto l o o k i n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a n A r t s C e n t r e and have a l r e a d y v i s i t e da number o f e x i s t i n g c e n t r e s to s e e how they work and what i s r e q u i r e d .

Over t h e y e a r s we h a v e worked c l o s e l y w i t h t h e Bucks A r t s F e d e r a t i o nwho have s u p p o r t e d us w i t h a d v i c e and i n f o r m a t i o n f o r
p r e s e n t a t i o n s . E a r l i e r t h i s yea r we were p leased t h a t the B.A.F. shouldr e c o g n i s e us by a s k i n g u s to h a n d l e t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f g r a n t a i d fromB.A.E. t o the s o c i e t i e s i n t h e Wycombe a r e a a f fi l i a t e d to t h e W.D.A.A.The B.A.F. w i l l d i s a p p e a r l a t e r t h i s y e a r , to be replaced by the BucksArts Assoc ia t ion , which wi l l work with the East Midlands Arts Associa t iont o e n s u r e a fl o w o f c a s h i n t o t h e County to enhance and encourage a r t sa c t i v i t y h e r e . No l o n g e r s h a l l we be t h e n a t i o n ' s " b l a c k h o l e " i n t h ep r o v i s i o n o f a r t s .

I f you would l i k e t o j o i n u s , p l e a s e c o n t a c t o u r S e c r e t a r y - DavidSlee t , 138 Deeds Grove, High Wycombe. Tel. number: H.W. 24260
E l i z a b e t h D e a n .

Vi c e C h a i r m a n - WDAA.



5.

TREES AND WATER INTERESTS GROUP (TWIG) •

TREES AND WATDR INTERESTS GROUP (TWIG) •
T h e r e h a s been a g r e a t deal to c o n c e n t r a t e the minds o f members o f

T.W. I .G . s i n c e the l a s t N e w s l e t t e r.
Pann M i l l . The survey, commissioned by the Socie ty, has been

completed by Millwrights Internat ional and handed to us. T h e c o s t o f t h i s
survey created something of a hole in the Socie ty ' s funds, but there is
gene ra l agreement t h a t the survey wi l l be the i n v a l u a b l e b a s i s f o r the
p l a n n i n g now b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n . The i n t e n t i o n i s t o r e - c r e a t e a w o r k i n g
mi l l s t r u c t u r e on the Pann Mil l s i t e , i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e machinery a l r e a d y
" i n s i t u " , but mechanically overhauled, and supplemented (hopefully) by a
Hurst Frame and grinding stones that are ava i l ab l e , held i n s t o r e , having
been rescued from o t h e r m i l l d e m o l i t i o n s .

Our g r e a t e s t en thus i a sm i s f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n a l and h e r i t a g e a s p e c t s
o f the scheme, s i n c e the r e - c r e a t e d m i l l would be a v a i l a b l e to school p a r t i e s ,
and the general publ ic a t r e g u l a r and s p e c i fi c t i m e s , a s a v i v i d i l l u s t r a t i o n

of the impor t ance of t h e River Wye w a t e r m i l l s , i n v a r i o u s g u i s e s , t o the
local economy b e f o r e the f u r n i t u r e i n d u s t r y became so fi r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d in
Wycombe.

Our main p o t e n t i a l b e n e f a c t o r has now been r e v e a l e d i n the l o c a l p r e s s ,
a s Marks and Spencer PLC, whose management and s t a f f at t h e i r Church S t r e e t
s t o r e have d i s p l a y e d an i n t e r e s t and en thus iasm which matches o u r own. T h e
Centenary of the M and S r e t a i l chain i s to be ce lebra ted i n 1984, and s t o r e s
throughout the count ry have been asked to submit to t h e i r head o f fi c e
s u g g e s t i o n s on l o c a l p r o j e c t s t h a t would b e n e fi t the community, and would be
suppo r t ed fi n a n c i a l l y a s p a r t o f the Centenary C e l e b r a t i o n s . The Wycombe
s tore has agreed to give the Pann Mill project their primary consideration.

The phas ing o f the v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f the scheme w i l l be i n fl u e n c e d by
t h e amount o f fi n a n c e t h a t i s a v a i l a b l e , s i n c e the p robab l e o u t l a y i s f a r
g r e a t e r t h a n a n y t h i n g t h a t we would have env isaged twelve months ago. T h e
fi r s t p r i o r i t y i s to o b t a i n p lann ing pe rmi s s ion f o r a r e - c r e a t e d m i l l s t r u c t u r e .
I t i s pleasing to record that Wycombe Dis t r i c t Council, who own the Pann Mill
s i t e , have been c l o s e l y involved in the p r e p a r a t o r y d i scuss ions . T h e   C o u n c i l
O f fi c e r s ' p a s t coopera t ion , in a l lowing us to turn the Pann Mill water wheel,
has been of prime importance in the i n i t i a l conception of the project .

T.W.I.G. are now actively considering how local commerce and industry
c o u l d b e r e q u e s t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e , b o t h fi n a n c i a l l y a n d / o r w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n
o f s k i l l s , in the r e - c r e a t i o n o f a working m i l l , so t h a t t h i s e x c i t i n g scheme
can be firmly es tab l i shed for an e a r l y comple t ion!

Talk by Mr. L . J . Mayes. We were extremely fo r tuna te in having Mr. L.J.
Mayes t o c o m e t o speak to T.W.I.G. and friends, on the "Mills of Wycombe",
s i n c e the Warden o f the Pa r sonage Close r e t i r e d pe r sons accommodation, o f f
Duke S t r ee t , had kindly allowed us to hold the event i n their excel lent
Common Room. Mr. ,Mayes was in s p a r k l i n g form and w e w e r e d e l i g h t e d t h a t
o u r f r i e n d s - i n - r e s i d e n c e a t P a r s o n a g e C l o s e w e r e a b l e t o j o i n us f o r t h e
evening. Mr. Mayes succeeded in convincing a l l of us that the working
m i l l s of Wycombe had indeed made a g r e a t con t r ibu t ion to the l i f e and economic
well-being of th is town, since early settlement times.



E x h i b i t i o n   a t   t e   G u i l d h a l l .

The D i s t r i c t Council has k ind ly g iven p e r m i s s i o n f o r the S o c i e t y to
h o l d an E x h i b i t i o n d u r i n g May. The pe r iod w i l l p robably be i n the
fi r s t three weeks, but a l l depends on whether the con t rac to r s are
fi n i s h e d o r n o t and whether we have succeeded in fi n d i n g enough people
t o l o o k a f t e r t h e E x h i b i t i o n a t s u c h s h o r t n o t i c e .

In view o f the c u r r e n t T.W. I .G . p r e o c c u p a t i o n wi th w a t e r m i l l s ,
r e a d e r s w i l l n o t be s u r p r i s e d to l e a r n t h a t "The M i l l s o f Wycombe"
a l i k e l y t i t l e .

I f we a re a b l e t o s t a g e the E x h i b i t i o n i t w i l l mean
r e t u r n t o t h e G u i l d h a l l a f t e r the d e c i s i o n by the F e s t i v a l Committee to
stage an e x i b i t i o n of Aust ra l ian p r i n t s , i n place of our r e l evan t l oca l
e x h i b i t i o n . I f we do succeed we hope t h a t many o f o u r members and
f r i e n d s w i l l fi n d time to v i s i t the G u i l d h a l l between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

R o g e r L a w s o n .

T r e e P l a n t i n g . On Saturday, 12th March, 1983, to celebrate her successful
y e a r a s Town Mayor, Mrs. Kathleen Peatey was i n v i t e d by t h e High Wycombe
S o c i e t y to p l a n t a t r e e o f h e r c h o i c e on the Rye. Undaunted by the c o l d ,
Society members ga thered to watch h e r fi r m in an oak, the fi r s t to be
d e l i b e r a t e l y p l a n t e d on t h e Rye. "We must p l a n t now f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s "
said Mrs. Peatey, who a l so helped to p lan t a hornbeam i n memory o f the
mother of Mrs. Tordoff , another member o f the Society.

We would l ike to draw a t t e n t i o n to the g r e a t help received
from David Frost and colleague of the D i s t r i c t Council. T h e i r c a r e f u l

p r e p a r a t i o n s ensured the s u c c e s s o f the p l a n t i n g s .
When next you go on the Rye, have a look a t the two

trees - they are on the side of the path by the Waterworks.
Myra King•



7.
HISTORIC BUILDINGS GROUP.
Survey o f H i s to r i c Buildings. The s u r v e y m e n t i o n e d in o u r l a s t N e w s l e t t e r
met with a ready response from members inv i t ed to help, and we now have a
g r e a t d e a l more i n f o r m a t i o n a s a r e s u l t . I t w o u l d s e e m t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n
of mos t o f o u r l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s i n the town and i n West Wycombe i s
s a t i s f a c t o r y, but there i s a small number which appear to be a t r i s k .
We w i l l d r aw t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e D i s t r i c t Council to them, i nc lud ing
s e v e r a l which a r e owned by the Counci l !

From t h e mass o f i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d we hope to c r e a t e a p r o p e r i n d e x
o f l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s which w i l l be of use to the S o c i e t y and o t h e r s . I n t h e
next i ssue of our News le t t e r we hope to provide a summary of our fi n d i n g s .

One o f the p u r p o s e s o f t h e County Survey i s to d i s c o v e r b u i l d i n g s worthy
of l ist ing, but which have been overlooked. Many o f them l i e i n t h e
coun t ry s ide , but undoubtedly there are some i n High Wycombe worth considering,
e s p e c i a l l y those o f the Vi c t o r i a n p e r i o d . Any s u g g e s t i o n s from members would
be w e l c o m e .

One of our members, Louise Scu l l , who l i v e s in West Wycombe and helped
wi th the Survey, r e a l i s e d once a g a i n t h e d e s t r u c t i v e e f f e c t o f h e a v y t r a f fi c
on t h i s h i s t o r i c v i l l a g e , and i n c l u d e d the se remarks in h e r r e p o r t :

"Many b u i l d i n g s , even those decorated in the l a s t y e a r , a r e now fi l t h y
a s a r e s u l t o f t h e h e a v y fl o w o f c a r s and numerous l o r r i e s (which p a s s
through the v i l l a g e to r e a c h the t r a n s p o r t c a f e a t S tud ley G r e e n - i f
they used the motorway they'd have to double back about three miles) .
The south side is most seriously affected, since t r a f fi c i s allowed to
park on the n o r t h s i d e and t h e r e f o r e the s o u t h s i d e g e t s a double dose - i t
t akes the burden o f t r a f fi c t r a v e l l i n g in bo th d i r e c t i o n s f o r much o f the
t i m e . The building of the mini roundabout a t the junc t ion to the turn o f f
to Ay l e s b u r y ( t h e p e d e s t a l ) has e x a c e r b a t e d t h i s problem. Every working
day t h e r e i s a huge t a i l back o f s t a t i o n a r y t r a f fi c from the pedes t a lthrough the v i l l a g e , mostly on the no r th side, often extending as far as
the Chorley Road, the j u n c t i o n to Radnage. Exhaust fumes h e l p t o b l a c k e n
the b u i l d i n g s and f o u l the a i r - t h i s b u i l d up a l s o r educes the p r ivacy ofthe r e s i d e n t s who l i v e so n e a r the r o a d . T h e r e h a s been a welcomeconvers ion of some b u i l d i n g s to r e s i d e n t i a l use - notably the l a s t houses ,p r e v i o u s l y r edundan t and the P a v i l i o n Cafe - now a house" .

We have r a i s e d t h i s problem w i t h the County E n g i n e e r from time t o
time, but 'no solution' has always been the response. We r e a l i s e t h a ta bye-pass i s out o f the ques t ion , but something could su re ly beaccomplished, e s p e c i a l l y with regard to heavy l o r r i e s . Perhaps thecafe a t Studley Green could be reached or l e f t , using the motorway ins teadof the A.40, and thus avoiding West Wycombe.

Vi s i t o f M r. Horsfie ld .
On 31st March a t the Fr iends ' Meeting House Mr. Hor sfie ld of the

Marlow Society spoke to a deeply interested meeting of our members about
the buildings of Marlow and d i s t r i c t , and the i n t e r e s t i n g people who had
l ived there in times past - poets , w r i t e r s , s o l d i e r s , Royalty, domineering
l a d i e s , and a s p r i n k l i n g o f c o l o u r f u l and r a t h e r shady c h a r a c t e r s .Marlow became a d i f f e r e n t place when l inked with Shel ley, Jerome K. Jerome,
the Pr ince Regent, and the famous Hoby family. Mr. H o r s fi e l d i l l u s t r a t e d
his del ightful account with his superb s l ides and fascinated us with h i s
a n e c d o t e s and phenomenal memory f o r d a t e s and i n c i d e n t s . The e v e n i n g was
a fi t t i n g companion for the most in t e res t ing walkabout we shared a l i t t l e
whi le ago wi th the Marlow S o c i e t y, w i th Mr. H o r s fi e l d a s o u r g u i d e .

Perhaps we wi l l be able to inv i te the Marlow Society to j o in us in a
High Wycombe walkabout l a t e r t h i s y e a r .

J a n e t T u l l y .



8.SAFFRON PLATT G.I.A.
The long a w a i t e d p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n mee t ing - North Town

were having a s e p a r a t e mee t ing - took p l a c e a t t h e Crendon Ha l l
on Fr iday, 31st March, with a good attendance of approximately 100.
The mee t ing was taken by C o u n c i l l o r Ken Ross, Chairman o f the
Housing Services Committee, ably supported by Mr. R. Nagle and Mr.
P. R i c k e t t s , Environmental H e a l t h O f fi c e r s , and i n t h e wings a
bevy o f C o u n c i l l o r s , Chairmen o f Committees and Ward C o u n c i l l o r s .

The m e e t i n g was r e m i n d e d o f t h e o b j e c t s o f t h e G . I . A . w i t h i t s
€34m budget ove r 5 y e a r s , to r e t a i n and improve e x i s t i n g hous ing
areas and improve the environment, that 80% of the houses could
b e n e fi t and p r o p e r t y wi th a r a t e a b l e va lue o f £225 o r l e s s could
q u a l i f y f o r 90% g r a n t s . The a r e a i s bounded by London Road t o
the Pheasant P.H., including the r ive r area from Pann Mill to Rye
M i l l , Queens Road, t h e r a i l w a y l i n e , S a f f r o n Road and Railway P l a c e .
The Council has made a s t a r t by s u r f a c i n g the Easton S t r e e t (Railway
Place) Car Park and providing and planting flower beds. I t w a s
i n t e n d e d t o l a n d s c a p e a fo rmal fl o w e r g a r d e n t o t h e O ld Q u a k e r
B u r i a l G r o u n d . The o p p o r t u n i t y had been t a k e n t o ex t end t h e G . I .A .
to take in p a r t o f the R i v e r Wye and to i nc lude the C h i l d r e n ' s p l a y
a r e a , where the local a u t h o r i t y have p l a n s to fi l l i n the padd l ing

on the grounds t h a t i t i s unhygienic, and thereby a b l e to improve
t h e r i v e r b a n k .

A l i v e l y ques t ion time fo l lowed, cover ing top i c s a s d i v e r s e as
the l o s s o f h a b i t a t f o r the b u t t e r fl i e s in any improvements to t h e
Q u a k e r B u r i a l Ground a n d n e s t i n g s i t e s f o r t h e d u c k s i n r i v e r
improvements , to heavy l o r r i e s and e a r l y morning n o i s e from c o n t a i n e r
v e h i c l e s ; the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t h i g h e r r a t e d p r o p e r t i e s and the
l o s s o f hous ing i n p r o v i d i n g new p a r k i n g a r e a s . G r e a t c o n c e r n o v e r
the proposed removal o f the p a d d l i n g / b o a t i n g poo l ; d id rep lacement
o f l e a d p i p e s q u a l i f y f o r g r a n t ; w i l l r a t e s i n c r e a s e ; e a r l i e r
c o n s u l t a t i o n   w o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   w e l c o m e d .

I n r e p l y , t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y were p ropos ing p u t t i n g high
q u a l i t y hous ing to the f r o n t o f Eas ton S t r e e t (Rai lway P l a c e ) Car
Park and in small a r e a in S a f f r o n Road, w i t h r e a r a c c e s s f o r Eas ton
t e r r a c e . Where p r o p e r t i e s a r e improved r a t e s would go up. T h e
G. I .A . funding was made up o f 90% H.M. Government and 10% l o c a l
a u t h o r i t y . T h e C o u n c i l w i s h e s t o r e s p o n d t o t h e n e e d s a n d d e s i r e s
of t h e residents - t h e message is c l e a r , l e t your local Councillorsa n d C o u n c i l O f fi c e r s h a v e y o u r v i e w s o n what y o u want to s e e done in
t h i s a r e a .

I t i s hoped t h a t t h e r e w i l l be a f o l l o w up mee t ing a t a l a t e r
d a t e .

The Socie ty ' s Tr a i l s . Evelyn Roe.

T h i s i s t h e t i m e when e m e r g e f r o m h i b e r n a t i o n a n d b e g i n
o u r l e g s a g a i n . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t some o f o u r m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s
have n o t y e t e x p e r i e n c e d the d e l i g h t s o f u s i n g the two t r a i l s p u b l i s h e d
by t h e S o c i e t y - A Walk t h r o u g h t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n Area, and A Water T r a i l
round the R i v e r Wye in High Wycombe. They a r e l i t t l e gold mines o f
i n t e r e s t i ng information and i l l u s t r a t i o n s , and cost only 15p. They c a n

be obtained a t the Council O f fi c e s , the Crendon S t r e e t Craf t Shop, the
Museum, the Cast le S t r e e t Bookshop, and W.H. Smith. P l e a s e h e l p t h e
S o c i e t y and y o u r s t a t e of hea l th by buying copies and by persuading your
f r i e n d s to do l i k e w i s e .

M a r j o r i e Nash.
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A f r i e n d o f t h e F r i e n d s .
I t wes w i t h some d i f fi c u l t y t h a t I managed t o l e a v e t h e fi r e s i d e

r e c e n t l y on a m i s e r a b l y c o l d e v e n i n g t o a t t e n d a n o p e n m e e t i n g o f t h e
F r i e n d s o f t h e E a r t h . The s p e a k e r was Mr. S t e v e B i l l c l i f f e , the
Na t iona l Campaign D i r e c t o r . T h e e f f o r t w e s w e l l w o r t h i t !

The g e n e r a l p o l i c y of the F.O.E. was o u t l i n e d , wi th d e t a i l s o f
f o r t h c o m i n g c a m p a i g n s . C u r r e n t i s s u e s a r e t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e
countryside and a l l the animals and plants in danger o f extinction,
l e s s p o l l u t i o n , energy c o n s e r v a t i o n and the r e c y c l i n g o f was te .
Over t h e 10 y e a r s s i n c e i t s fo rmat ion the F.O.E. has become a most
e f f e c t i v e n o n - p a r t y p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e group. The a i m i s t o c h a n g e
p u b l i c o p i n i o n .

Re-usable b o t t l e s , the provision of more cycle ways, and the
r e m o v a l o f l e a d f r o m pet ro l a r e a l s o of major concern.

The F. . E . is opposed to nuclear power stations, favouring greater
i n v e s t m e n t i n r enewab le s o u r c e s of e n e r g y . A f r a c t i o n o f t h e c o s t
of n u c l e a r r e s e a r c h i s s p e n t on a l t e r n a t i v e energy r e s e a r c h . The
next genera t ion a l t e r n a t i v e s (geothernal hea t , t i d a l , s o l a r and wind
power) need g r e a t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The F.O.E. i s p l a y i n g a major
p a r t i n the P u b l i c I n q u i r y i n t o the proposed c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the
P r e s s u r i s e d Wa t e r R e a c t o r by t h e C .E .G.B. a t S i z e w e l l in S u f f o l k .
The c o s t o f b u i l d i n g a n u c l e a r power s t a t i o n i s equal t o t h e c o s t of
i n s u l a t i n g h a l f t h e h o m e s i n B r i t a i n . The 200% i n c r e a s e i n t h e u s e
of n i t r a t e f e r t i l i s e r s i n r e c e n t y e a r s and the r i s k o f stomach c a n c e r s ,
resulting from nitrates in the water supply, is seen by the F.O.E . a s
the g r e a t h e a l t h t h r e a t o f the f u t u r e .

L o c a l g r o u p s o f the F.O. E. a r e i n v o l v e d in was te p a p e r c o l l e c t i o n ,
home i n s u l a t i o n and b o t t l e recyc l ing .

The n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s o f the F.O. E. a r e most commendable and
e n t i r e l y compa t ib l e wi th the c o n s e r v a t i o n aims of o u r S o c i e t y.

However, I l e f t the meet ing f e e l i n g t h a t i n d i v i d u a l e f f o r t i s
perhaps the b e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n I could make to the work o f the F.O .E .
I am i n s p e c t i n g my l i g h t b u l b s w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f chang ing to the
low e n e r g y v a r i e t y . I am a l s o wondering whether we r e a l l y do need
a l l t h o s e c h e m i c a l i n s e c t i c i d e s and p e s t i c i d e s on t h e s h e l v e s o f t h e
g a r d e n s h e d . I think you should too!

Ann Woodward.
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BARN DANCE - 19th MARCH.

We t w i r l e d , we stomped, we l e a p t and p r a n c e d , each to our own
s t y l e w i t h u n i n h i b i t e d p a n a c h e . Did you see the t i g h t e s t wh i t e
t r o u s e r s i n t o w n ? - t h e b a r e f e e t ? - t h e mad h a t s ? We e n j o y e d
i t and hope you d id too . Very s p e c i a l thanks to Myra King and Co
and Mr. and Mrs. Crook and Co, who together sold nearly h a l f the
t i c k e t s . The evening was wel l s o l d o u t and well a t t e n d e d , and
t h a n k you a l l . See you next y e a r, same time, same p lace , on
S t . P a t r i c k ' s Day, March 17th, and w e ' l l do i t a l l again.

B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n .

FUTURE EVENTS.

Please make a note of these in your Diary and give as much supportas poss ib le :

Tuesday, 7th June, 1983, in
the Royal British Legion
Hal l , St . Mary S t r e e t , a t
8 . m . m.

Quarterly Meeting. H.A.E. Ti lney-Basse t t ,D i s t r i c t O f fi c e r o f t h e F o r e s t r y
Commission, will give an i l lustrated talk
on " T r e e s and Woodlands".

Tuesday 11th October, 1983,
i n the Royal British Legion
11, St. Mary Street, at
November, 1983.

Quarterly Meeting. M i c h a e l B r o w n ,

H a k o   B a n d e c a p i n ,   w i t h   o n e   r e t e r e n c t e d
to the needs of High Wycombe.
We are hoping to arrange a musical evening
with refreshments to ce lebra te our 15th
birthday.

Please note: The Canal trip on Saturday, 4th June, 1983, has beenf u l l y booked. Derek Woods i s v e r y s o r r y t h a t some
of our members may be disappointed but he does thank
everyone concerned for t h e i r support .


