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HORIPAGE CETRE FOR HIGH WYCOMBE AND DISTRICT:

As a r e s u l t o f the a r t i c l e in our Autumn N e w s l e t t e r , we have r e c e i v e d
the fo l lowing l e t t e r from Ivan Spa rkes , L i b r a r i a n , which we a r e very
p leased to p u b l i s h .

I.G. Sparkes,
124 Green H i l l ,

High Wycombe, Bucks
HP13 5Q3

Dear Mr. S c r u t o n ,
I was ve ry p l e a s e d t o s e e a r e v i e w of t h e

H e r i t a g e E x h i b i t i o n which was r e c e n t l y held in the Gu i ldha l l in
the Autumn e d i t i o n o f y o u r n e w s l e t t e r . The r e p o r t s t r e s s e s t h e
importance of such a p r o j e c t , and I am only too g lad to have been
a b l e t o c o - o p e r a t e i n a s c h e m e w h i c h a r o s e o u t o f a c o n v e r s a t i o n
between C o u n c i l l o r Mrs. Peatey and e x - C o u n c i l l o r Jim Harvey l a s t
y e a r . I f ee l that the impetus came out of the town, out of the
g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t in t h e a r e a f o s t e r e d by i n d i v i d u a l s and by
o r g a n i s a t i o n s such as yours, who r e c a l l the early days i n Wycombe.

The s p o n s o r s h i p by the D i s t r i c t Counci l has
enabled the p l ann ing o f the c o n t e n t s o f the e x h i b i t i o n t o range
o v e r t h e w h o l e o f the D i s t r i c t Counc i l , and so not l i m i t i t to what
could have been a r a t h e r pa roch ia l view o f High Wycombe i t s e l f .

The O c t o b e r p r e v i e w in t h e G u i l d h a l l was
u s e f u l in t h a t i t showed t h e wide i n t e r e s t i n t h e o ld p h o t o g r a p h s ,
and i t was valuable in that i t produced items which will be able
t o be d i s p l a y e d in f u t u r e y e a r s . The idea o f a ' H e r i t a g e
Exhibition' is a simple fact , for i t grows as our knowledge grows;
so we look f o r w a r d to c h a n g i n g i t s e m p h a s i s a n d c o n t e n t a s t i m e
goes on, and t h e r e f o r e i t s h o u l d b e a b l e t o r e fl e c t s o m e t h i n g o f
the beauty and changing h i s to ry of the Thames and Chi l te rns in
which i t i s s e t .

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

I . G . S p a r k e s .
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PLANNING.

The involvement of the Society in planning matters i s probably
our most important function, and we do our utmost to respond to
i m p o r t a n t p l ann ing a p p l i c a t i o n s and p r o p o s a l s . T h i s i s a m o s t
d i f fi c u l t m a t t e r f o r a v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i s a t i o n , b u t i t i s one we
m u s t n o t i g n o r e . I t i s beyond t h e s c o p e o f a N e w s l e t t e r to g i v e
d e t a i l s of a l l the work undertaken, but we do manage to publish
in fo rma t ion about the more i m p o r t a n t developments . The f o l l o w i n g
i tems have c l a i m e d o u r a t t e n t i o n r e c e n t l y .

Green B e l t . A draf t Ministry C i r cu la r, wnich was published
r e c e n t l y by the Depa r tmen t o f t h e Env i ronmen t , was c l e a r l y a
t h r e a t to the Green B e l t p o l i c i e s and t h e d o c u m e n t c a u s e d
w i d e s p r e a d a l a r m . The gene ra l response was very s t r o n g
o p p o s i t i o n , and we suppor t ed the campaign waged by t h e Council
fo r the P ro tec t ion of Rural England. As a r e s u l t the Department
decided to withdraw t h e Circular for r - d r a f t i n g . In t h e G u a r d i a n
of 11th January, 1984, i t was s t a t e d tha t "Mr. J e n k i n s has g i v e n
a s s u r e n c e s   t h a t t h e Government i s committed to m a i n t a i n i n g
e x i s t i n g Green Bel t b o u n d a r i e s " . In s t r k i n g c o n t r a s t was t h e
announcement i n the Times of 10th January, 1984, that the

the Environment has given permiss ion for 400 houses,
shops, and more t h a n 50 i n d u s t r i a l u n i t s , to be b u i l t on 99
of Green Belt land a t Shotgate, Basildon, Essex. This must s u r e l y
c a s t g r a v e d o u b t s on the a s s u r a n c e s o f Mr. J e n k i n s .

Housing. The Department of the Environment published another d r a f t
C i r c u l a r , c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n o f l a n d f o r hous ing .
seemed an ominous document end would have placed the house b u i l d i n g
i n d u s t r y in the d r i v i n g s e a t . The C i r c u l a r met with widespread
o p p o s i t i o n . We s e n t o u r r e a s o n s f o r opposing d i r e c t l y to the
Department and to Ray Whitney, our M.P. We have j u s t b e e n n o t i fi e d
that th i s Ci rcu lar has a l so been withdrawn, but of course i t is to
be r e - d r a f t e d ready f o r the next b a t t l e !

Lown Centre: The Town C e n t r e D r a f t S t r a t e g y S t a t e m e n t , p u b l i s h e d in
J u l y , 1983, on which we s u b m i t t e d d e t a i l e d comments on 30th S e p t e m b e r,
1 9 5 3 , h a s b e e n a d o p t e d , p r a c t i c a l l y v e r b a t i m , in N o v e m b e r, 1 9 8 3 .
Ine exercise in public participation unbelievably f rui t less .
The County C o u n c i l have included in the i r transport po l ic ies programme
finance for both land and capital expenditure for urban r e l i e f
measures in High Wycombe. The sums for 1986/7, 1987/8 and 1988/9
a r e e l m i l l i o n e a c h y e a r . This s t i l l needs min i s t e r i a l approval.
We s a i d i n o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h a t the proposed R e l i e f Road woula
c r e a t e f a r more problems than i t might s o l v e . A l t h o u g h t h e
Government, and both Councils, are committed to the s t r i c t e s t economy,
we have l i t t l e hope of stopping £3 mi l l ions being spent on urban road
r e l i e f measures in High Wycombe. We do, however, hope to persuadethe a u t h o r i t i e s to spend i t more s ens ib ly than i s
Money could be s p e n t on improving r o a d s and t r a f fi c c o n d i t i o n s w i t h o u t
c a r v i n g up the town w i t h " r e l i e f r o a d s " and d e s t r o y i n g
We could think of many more urgent needs, but i f money is to
on r o a d s , l e t i t be s p e n t r e s p o n s i b l y.

Ted K e a r n e y .
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PLENING (Cont):
An a t t e m p t by Bovis Homes to deve lop a p i ece o f the A.o.N.3.
ad jo in ing Cryers H i l l a n d P r o v o s t w o o d w a s r e f u s e d b y o u r

D i s t r i c t Council, supported by the Hughenden Residents '
A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t h e S o c i e t y. B o v i s H o m e s appealed, but
f o r u n a t e l y t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e a g r e e d w i t h t h e I n s p e c t o r
i n h i s s u p p o r t of the o b j e c t i o n s . To develop the land would
h a v e b e e n m o s t u n f o r t u n a t e . T h i s i s a g o o d e x a m p l e of t h e way
l o c a l r e s i d e n t s a n d t h e S c c i e t y c a n g i v e e f f e c t i v e s u p p o r t t o
t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l .

HISTORIC BEILDINGS AND CONSERVAZION AREA.

Access to the rear of District council offices.
A n u m b e r o f a t t e m p t s h a v e b e e n made t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e ve ry
special area by the River a t the Council O f fi c e s . Two a p p l i c a t i o n s
to c r e a t e a d d i t i o n a l c a r pa rk ing were re fused by t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e . R e c e n t l y a f u r t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n was
m a d e t o b u i l d a n a c c e s s t o t h e r e a r d o o r o f t h e O f fi c e s f o r
v e h i c l e s to c o l l e c t money. Th i s would have marred, the a r e a and
s e e m e d u n n e c e s s a r y . We a g a i n o p p o s e d t h e i n t r u s i o n a n d t h e
P lann ing Committee re fused the a p p l i c a t i o n . The d e t e r m i n e d s t a n d
taken by the Committee has been a g r e a t encouragement , and we hope
t h i s s p e c i a l p l a c e , which earned a C i v i c Trust Award, wi l l now be
r e s t o r e d t o i t s f o r m e r b e a u t y and n o t u sed f o r some o t h e r p u r p o s e .

WESLEY CHURCH.

After a long and, at time, tense s t rugg le , the Secretary of S ta t e
h a s d i s m i s s e d t h e appeal o f the Wesley Church, i n which the Church
a u t h o r i t i e s s o u g h t to d e m o l i s h t h e H a l l a n d M a n s e , a n d b u i l d a v e r y
l a r g e o f fi c e b l o c k a n d new H a l l . The appeal had been opposed by
the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Counc i l , suppor t ed by the S o c i e t y and the Bucks
Archae log ica l S o c i e t y. T h e r e a s o n s f o r r e f u s a l g i v e n by t h e M i n i s t r y
I n s p e c t o r w e r e ve ry much t h e same a s those submi t t ed by those opposed
t o t h e p r o p o s a l s . The m a i n o n e was t h e c o n fl i c t w i t h t h e C o u n t y
St ruc ture Plan, para . 230, which is designed to prevent specula t ive
growth in t h i s a r e a - a r e g u l a t i o n which should no doubt have been
u s e d more o f t e n in r e c e n t y e a r s . The I n s p e c t o r i n c l u d e d o t h e r
impor tan t r e a s o n s f o r r e f u s a l . These w e r e t h e d o m i n a t i n g s c a l e o f
the proposed o f fi c e block i n our town c e n t r e , i t s e f f e c t on t h e
p l e a s a n t r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a o fC a s t l e Place, t h e c e r t a i n t y of a s e v e r e

pa rk ing problem, the l o s s o f f a m i l i a r b u i l d i n g s , and t h e s e v e r e l o n g -
t e r m d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e s t r e e t s c e n e .

The maintenance of the Church, Hall and Manse i s a problem which
s h o u l d n o t b e s o l v e d i n t h e m a n n e r proposed . We h a v e a l w a y s
s u g g e s t e d t h a t p e r m i s s i o n s h o u l d be g r a n t e d f o r s u i t a b l e h o u s i n g
a d j a c e n t t o C a s t l e P l a c e - a n a d m i r a b l e p l a c e f o r p e o p l e t o l i v e
i n t h e town c e n t r e . We b e l i e v e t h a t o u r D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l a g r e e
t h a t t h i s c o u l d p r o v i d e a n a d e q u te s o l u t i o n .

J a c k S c r u t o n .
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I.W.I.G. - TREES AUD WATER INCEREST GROUP.
e s s i n g about i n w a t e r i s u s u a l l y a most e n j o y a b l e e x p e r i e n c e ,
e s p e c i a l l y when the e x e r c i s e h e l p s to improve o u r R i v e r Wye.
On S a t u r d a y, 4 t h F e b r u a r y, members of TWIG wi l l meet a t 10 a.m.
a t t h e Loudwater Boys' Club (which l i e s behind the White B l a c k b i r d
p u b , i n o r d e r t o c l e a r t h e r i v e r . Any members who would l i k e to
he lp would be very welcome. W e l l i e s o r w a d e r s a r e r e q u i r e d .

Roger Lawson.

MELERSHIP SUBSCRIPAIONS.
Vie had q u i t e a good r e s p o n s e t o o u r a p p e a l t o members who were n o t
up to date with t he i r subsc r ip t ions , but unfor tunate ly there are s t i l l
a n u n c o m f o r t a b l e n u m b e r o u t s t a n d i n g . We m u s t t h e r e f o r e make t h i s
f u r t h e r appeal to those who a r e s t i l l o u t s t a n d i n : . we a r e c o m i n g
t . the end of the fi n a n c i a l y e a r and our fi n a n c i e l s i t u a t i o n i s
causing us a areat deal of worry.

I would like to ask those people who pay by Banker's Order to check
t h a t they a r e paying the c o r r e c t c u r r e n t r a t e of s u b s c r i p t i o n , which
is 82 for I n d i v i d u a l s nd 83 f o r f a m i l y membership. T h i s i s
f a i r l y painless method of payment, but i t needs to be watched and
k e p t up to d a t e .

J a n e t   T u l l y .
Hembership Secre ta ry, 107 Cock Lane, l i h Wycombe.

The Birthday Party held on 4th November, 1983, was a great success,
and two members of the teem responsible for the major pert of the
a r rangemen t s have provided the fo l lowing record of t h e i r own
f e e l i n g s .

A f t e r some i n i t i a l u n c e r t a i n t y a s t o w h e t h e r t h e S o c i e t y s h o u l d h o l d
a 15th Birthday Party or not, there can be no doubts that i t was
s u c c e s s   a n d   e n j o y e d   b y   e v e r y o n e .

a g r e a t

November 4 t h saw 80 of us a s s e m b l e d i n t h e Oak Room b e i n g e n t e r t a i n e d
a n d w i n e d a n d d i n e d . A fi r s t class buffet supper was provided by
four of the committee ladies, with the expert help of Pat Thacker and
Diana Stone, who also created a marvellous 15th Birthday cake.

unaccompanied songs; and bric and Frances Alexander giving us food f o r
thought wi th t h e i r s a t i r i c a l poems.

After supper, the birthday cake was cut and handed round, and then a s

a complete s u r p r i s e to Jack Scruton, our in t repid Hon. Secre ta ry, a
cake was p r e s e n t e d to h in wi th thanks f o r 15 y e a r s s t e r l i n g work f o r
the S o c i e t y. Altogether a very successful evening, which happily ra i sed
some welcome e x t r a c a s h f o r the S o c i e t y . We w i l l a l l be l o o k i n g forward
to the next one w i t h g r e a t a n t i c i p a t i o n .

Anna B i r k s .
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Recipe for a successful 15th Birthday Party - 100 portions.
I n g r e d i e n t s :

I birthday cake, decorated with High Wycombe Society motifs.
100 plates, knives andf o r k s .
100 s a u s a g e s .
100 s l i c e s o f c o l d m e a t .
13 mus i c i ans from Wel l e sbourne .
30 p o r t i o n s of pizza.

4   q u i c h e s .
200 p a t s o f b u t t e r .

8 Ta v e r n e r s s i n g e r s .
1 0 0 b a k e d p o t a t o e s
100 bread r o l l s .

11 bowls o f v a r i e d s a l a d .
A p a i r o f Alexanders .
Assorted gateaux and f ru i t .

200 printed servie t tes .

Add wine to t a s t e .

Assemble a l l together in a s u i t a b l e receptacle ( e .g . the Oak Room).
A w a i t a r r i v a l o f g u e s t s .

Firstly blend together the musicians, singers and Alexanders with the
a i d o f a w i t t y and e l o q u e n t M.C. Garnish with presentation to
f a i t h f u l Hon. S e c .

After a while serve rest of edible ingredients.

By now the original mix should be perfectly balanced.
enjoy this delicious confection until time runs out.
Wash up a n d c l e a r a w a y.

Continue to
At midnight, stop.

(Gently prise away from their chairs any guests s t i l l remaining a f t e r
12 0 ' c l o c k ) .

from A kitchen assistant.

BARN DANCE.

Come to our Patrick's night Barn Dance on Saturday, 17th March, from
7.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. a t the Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hal l , St . Mary S t r e e t .
We h a v e a r r a n g e d a n e w band - Wicked W i l l i e ' s Barn Dance Band - and a new
c a l l e r , and we a r e looking forward to a c o l o u r f u l even ing . T h e r e w i l l b e
a l i c e n c e d b a r , which wi l l i n c l u d e s o f t d r i n k s .

Pr ice per t i c k e t : £3.50, to include buffe t supper. I f you would l ike
to take p a r t p l e a s e g e t i n t o u ch w i t h

Barbara Rippington - High Wycombe 26616, or
A n n i e Woodward - High Wycombe 2 7 9 7 8 .
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DISTIVAL EXIBINION:
We a r e p l ann ing to s tege o u r F e s t i v a l E x h i b i t i o n in the G u i l d h a l l from
Saturday, 24th March, 1984, to Saturday, 7th Apri l , 1984. T h e t h e m e
"A Walk down t h e R i v e r Wye from West Wycombe t o Bourne End" fi t s i n
very well, and for tu i tous ly, with this yea r ' s European campaign for the
pro tec t ion of watery vlaces , e n t i t l e d "The Weter ' s Edge".

Our previous E x h i b i t i o n s have been s u c c e s s f u l because of t h e s u p p o r t of
members, e s p e c i a l l y in manning the E x h i b i t i o n , and we a r e c o n fi d e n t

s u p p o r t w i l l be f o r t h c o m i n g t h i s y e a r . Ine Hon. S e c r e t a r y
would l i k e to h e a r from any memoer who would be w i l l i n g t o he lp i n
look ing a f t e r the E x h i b i t i o n f o r a per iod o f 2 hours . Some m e m b e r s may
be a b l e to c a r r y ou t more t h a n o n e s e s s i o n . The o p e n i n g h o u r s i e r e f rom
10 a in . to 6 p.m. da i l y except Sundays.

An a d u l t M a y - fl y. O n e o f t h e s e r i e s o f d rawings by Krys tyna Barrow
which a r e to be used in the E x h i b i t i o n .
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FUTURE PROGRAMME.
Tuesday, 7th February,
1 9 8 4 .
Guildhall , High Wycombe
a t 8 p.m.

Nigel P h i l l i p s , B.B.O.N.T. Warden o f
the Warburg Nature Reserve, Bix Bottom,

Honey the 118ve and lu trote talk
C o n s e r v a t i o n . A joint meeting with
BBONT.

Barn Dance, with Wicked Wi l l i e ' s Barn
Dance Band. Licensed Bar and Buffet
supper.

Saturday, 17th March,
1984.
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall ,
St. Mary Street, High Wycombe,
from 7.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.

Saturday, 24th March, 1984,
to Saturday, 7 th Apri l , 1984,
from 10 a.n. to 6 p.m. daily
e x c e p t S u n d a y s .

Tuesday, 17th April, 1984.
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l ,
S t . M a r y S t r e e t , H i g h Wycombe,
a t 8 p.m.

Socie ty ' s Festival Exhibition - "A
Walk down the R i v e r Wye from West
Wycombe to Bourne End". To i n c l u d e
e x h i b i t s d e p i c t i n g h i s t o r y o f the
r i v e r , n a t u r a l h i s to ry and
envi ronmenta l importance o f the r i v e r .

Annual G e n e r a l Meeting®
A f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s p a r t o f t h e
m e e t i n g , v a r i o u s D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l
C h a i r m e n o f C o m m i t t e e s w i l l a t t e n d to
a n s w e r q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e town a n d i t s
f u t u r e .

I l l u s t r a t e d talk by Arthur Percival ,
M.B.E. , FSA., o f the Civ ic Tr u s t -

"Town P r i d e - o r S h a m e ? " .

Tuesday, 5th June, 1984.
Royal Brit ish Legion Hall,
St. Mary Street, High Wycombe,
a t 8 p.m.

Thursday, 20th September,
Royal British Legion Hall,
St. Mary Street, High Wycombe,
a t 8 p . m .

S teve B i l l c l i f f e , D i r e c t o r o f the
Fr i ends o f the E a r t h , w i l l t a lk about
t h e work a n d a i m s o f t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e
E a r t h .

We hope to arrange a summer outing to the historic town of
Thame, with a conducted tour of the old town. F u r t h e r d e t a i l s
in our next Newslet ter.

P l e a s e make a n o t e o f t h e s e events i n your d i a r i e s and try
to give them your f u l l e s t support .

Ron Sims.


