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Annual General Meeting.
A s u c c e s s f u l A.G.M. was h e l d on Tuesday, 1 7 t h A p r i l a t t h e Royal B r i t i s h
L e g i o n H a l l . R e p o r t s f r o m t h e Hon. S e c r e t a r y a n d Hon. T r e a s u r e r w e r e
c i r c u l a t e d and accepted by the members p resen t .

The f o l l o w i n g O f fi c e r s were e l e c t e d :

P r e s i d e n t
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s

C h a i r m a n
V i c e - C h a i r m a n
Hon. S e c r e t a r y
Hon . T r e a s u r e r

Mr. Connor Wi lson
M i s s M a r j o r i e N a s h
C o u n c i l l o r Mrs . K a t h l e e n P e a t e y
Mr. Te d K e a r n e y
Mr. R. L a w s o n
Mr. J a c k S c r u t o n
Mr. To n y F l i n t

The f o l l o w i n g were e l e c t e d t o t h e Committee:

Mr. Ma lco lm B a r n e t t
M r s . A. B i r k s
M r. J o h n G o r e

Mr. B r i a n H o n e s s
Mrs . Myra K i n g

M r. R o g e r R i p p i n g t o n
u r s . E v e l y n R o e
Mr. Ron S i m s
Mrs. J a n e t Tu l l y
M r s . A n n i e W o o d w a r d

A f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s was c o n c l u d e d , t h e members p r e s e n t were a b l e to q u e s t i o n
a panel composed of Councillor Sydney Goulborn (Chairman of Planning),
Councillor P e t e r Cartwright (Chairman of Housing), Councillor D. Green
(Vice-Chairman o f Leisure and Amenities), and Mr. W. Roberts (Chief
Executive), a l l of Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council. This was a ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g
sess ion , with many quest ions about town problems i n genera l , and we a re
i n d e b t e d to members o f the panel f o r t a k i n g p a r t .

The New Town Mayor.

We would l i k e t o o f f e r o u r c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o C o u n c i l l o r B e t t y B a r r a t t on
becoming o u r Town Mayor. B e t t y has g i v e n long and v a l u a b l e s e r v i c e t o t h e
community, both as a teacher and as a Councillor, and the honour i s r ichly
d e s e r v e d . B e t t y and h e r hasband James have been members o f the S o c i e t y
since 1969, and we have always valued thei r support. T h i s i s t h e second
time one of our members has been honoured, and we hope that Be t t y ' s term
o f o f fi c e w i l l be a s s u c c e s s f u l a s t h a t o f K a t h l e e n P e a t e y ' s . We f e e l
s u r e t h a t s h e w i l l be s u p p o r t e d by the whole community.



A Sense of Place.

accep t ab i l i t y. Although one cannot be s p e c i fi c about what exactly cons t i tu tes
a sense of place, ( i t is more of an emotional response than a funct ional
requirement) , one can a t l e a s t point to c e r t a i n determining f a c t o r s c r i t i c a l
t o t h e c r e a t i o n o f s e n s e o f p l a c e . In my v i e w t h e s e w o u l d b e b a s i c a l l y a s
f o l l o w s : -

* The design brief
* The s c a l e o f t h e development
* The massing or form of the development in r e l a t i o n to

the s u r r o u n d i n g b u i l d i n g s and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
* The hierarchy of space (from public external space to

p r i v a t e i n t e r n a l s p a c e )
* The u s e of m a t e r i a l s

M a t t e r s s u c h as e l eva t iona l t rea tment , a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , veh icu la r access ,
decorat ion e t c . , although important, a re secondary to the l i k e l y success of a
development in terms o f " p l a c e " . Land v a l u e s , l o c a l a u t h o r i t y s t r u c t u r e
plans and highway engineers' requirements a re t o t a l l y i r r e l evan t .

C o n s i d e r t h e m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r p a r k / b u s s t a t i o n p r o p o s a l s to t h e s o u t h o f High
Wycombe's High S t r e e t . Th i s i s commonly b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o a s " t h e new bus
s t a t i on" , when i t i s predominantly a new mult i -s torey car park with a bus/
p a s s e n g e r i n t e r c h a n g e on the ground fl o o r .

The f a c t t ha t the Planning Committee has approved t h i s development in p r i n c i p l e ,
s u b j e c t t o c o n s t r a i n t s r e l a t i n g t o such r e l a t i v e l y minor i t e m s a s d e t a i l e d
design, landscaping, and highway access, should give cause for great concern to
a l l t hose who a r e concerned c u s t o d i a n s o f t h i s town. The r e a l f a i l u r e o f t h e
proposals l i e in such primary matters as the design b r i e f , the scale and the
m a s s i n g .

The b r i e f i s i l l -conceived i n as much as to propose a mult i -s torey car park and
bus s t a t i o n on a prime town cen t re s i t e , s l ap bang i n the middle of a Conservation
Area, i s the kind of lunat ic p r a i r i e planning that prevailed in the 1960s. B u s
Station maybe, but multi-storey car park, never. Th i s s i t e should be deve loped
a s a mixed use multi-purpose f a c i l i t y , incorporating small r e t a i l o u t l e t s ,
c u l t u r a l , r e c r e a t i o n a l a n d l e i s u r e f a c i l i t i e s . Only by d i v e r s i t y o f u s e c a n

th i s pa r t of the town be kept a l i v e . I t would a l s o p r o v i d e the o p p o r t u n i t y t
use tha t sect ion o f t h e r ive r Wye which runs to the south of the s i t e for amenity
p u r p o s e s . Only with th is kind of b r i e f can a sense of place, so v i t a l to th is
p a r t o f the town cen t r e , begin to emerge.

The s c a l e of the proposals bear no r e l a t i o n to the s c a l e of any of the surrounding
bui ldings, largely because of the nature of the b r i e f , and not because of
i n s e n s i t i v e a r c h i t e c t s . No amount o f d e t a i l e d d e s i g n can r e c t i f y t h i s . M u l t i -
s t o r e y c a r parks by t h e i r very nature are l a rge scale monolithic s t ruc tu re s .

The e s s e n c e o f a C o n s e r v a t i o n Area i s n o t t h a t i t c o n t a i n s a r c h i t e c t u r a l
masterpieces , or that i t has l a rge numbers of l i s t e d bu i ld ings , bu t t ha t the
c o l l e c t i v e e ffec t of a l l the buildings and spaces between buildings, i s one of
a s e n s e o f p l a c e . The proposed c a r p a r k , occupying a l m o s t the e n t i r e s i t e and
r i s i n g to fi v e s to reys in he ight and breadth , does nothing to add to the sense of
p l a c e i n t h i s C o n s e r v a t i o n Area. I t i s s t a r k e v i d e n c e t h a t o u r e l e c t e d
r ep re sen t a t i ve s , guided by profess ional planning o f fi c e r s and e s t a t e agents ,
canno t d i s t i n g u i s h be tween t h a t which i s c r u c i a l t o s e n s i t i v e development and
t h a t which i s i n c i d e n t a l .

M a l c o l m B a r n e t t .
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Irees and Water Interest Group (TWIG) •
Bix Bottom (Warburg Reserve) Vi s i t .

Following Nigel Phi l l ips ' excellent t a l k with glorious colour slides
a t the S o c i e t y ' s Quar te r ly meeting, the T.W.I.G. took up h i s i n v i t a t i o n
to v i s i t Bix Bottom, and went along on 13th May.

Nigel P h i l l i p s , the f u l l - t i m e warden, gave us a f a s c i n a t i n g tour. A
g r a s s s n a k e a n d a s l o w worm w e r e f o u n d and g e n t l y e x a m i n e d . T h e fl o r a
and f a u n a w e r e p o i n t e d o u t t o u s i n d e t a i l b y o u r h o s t , and t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n
work was e x p l a i n e d . We can on ly recommend r e a d e r s who have n o t been t o the
r e s e r v e , which i s n e a r Hen ley, to do s o , and i f they can a r r a n g e a booked
p a r t y t hen a g u i d e w i l l be p rov ided f o r a modest f e e .
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Pann M i l l Museum.

T h e C o n s t r u c t i o n .

The Pann M i l l P r o j e c t i s now so f a r advanced t h a t t h e c o l o u r f u l n o t i c e
b o a r d , p a i n t e d by Myra King , and e r e c t e d i n a Rush a t t h e r e q u e s t o f
Marks and Spencer PLC, now j o y f u l l y announces "Pann Mill Museum". The
pr imary c o n t r a c t o r , T . J . Bateman and Co. L t d . , i s a l o c a l company which
h a s completed t h e b u i l d i n g wi th j u s t i fi a b l e p r i d e , and we e n d o r s e t h e i r
choice of the joinery sub-contractor, ADW Joinery.

The roof i s now complete, and the exis t ing Pann Mill machinery i s well
p r o t e c t e d by a very s u b s t a n t i a l b u i l d i n g . Members o f T.W. I .G . a r e making
good progress in the de - sea l ing o f the w a t e r wheel, and B r i a n Honess, with
Chris Wall is , Chairman of the Chi l tern Society Histor ic Buildings Group,
h a s commenced t h e r e n o v a t i o n w o r k o n t h e m a c h i n e r y .

The e x t e r i o r wooden c l a d d i n g h a s been t o t a l l y w e a t h e r - p r o o f e d i n a l l a r e a s
by t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f a p r e s e r v a t i v e s t a i n , which wag s k i l f u l l y b rushed on
by T.W.I.G. with gusto, assisted by three willing volunteers from the l a t
High Wycombe ( Tr i n i t y Reform Church) Boys Brigade Company. The oak window
frames have now been o i l e d .

The brown t imbe r p r e s e r v a t i v e h a s a l r e a d y mellowed t h e b u i l d i n g i n t o i t s
p leasant surroundings, and many enqui r ies and i n t e r
fo r thcoming from p a s s e r s - b y on the Rye.

The High Wycombe Socie ty ' s contribution has been insp i r a t ion , co-ordination,
the Architect , the or ig ina l cost of the Mill survey, two exhibit ions on
the mi l l s of the River Wye, and the his tory and geography of the River,
and n o t l e a s t u n d i l u t e d en thus i a sm. The Pann M i l l Fund h a s a l r e a d y p a i d
f o r t o o l s a n d t imbe r p r e s e r v a t i v e .

N e x t . . the machinery!!

B.H.
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The O f fi c i a l Opening Ceremony.
This took place on the evening of Wednesday,
13th J u n e , a t t h e m i l l s i t e . M a r k s a n d
Spencer a r r a n g e d a r e c e p t i o n f o r the Chairman
of Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council, Councillor
Sydney Goulborn, the Town M a y o r , Councillor
B e t t y B a r r a t t , Chairmen o f Commit tees ,
O f fi c e r s of the Council, M and S S t a f f , and

T a c t u d e n   t h e a e   h e d   w o r t e d   o n   t h e   o u t t n g .
The Manager o f the Wycombe S t o r e , Mr. A . J . 1884-198
T u r n e r , summarised t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f M and s
in t he i r Centenary Year, and presented a la rge
cheque to the Chairman of the Council, who
responded with kind words about M and S and the High Wycombe S o c i e t y ' s
c o n t r i b u t i o n to Pann M i l l . There fo l lowed t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a framed
c e r t i fi c a t e from t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council to the Vice-Chairman o f
the Society to mark the timely and valued contr ibut ion from the Lottery
Pund to the b u i l d i n g ' s completion.
Roger Lawson r e p l i e d f o r the S o c i e t y w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e t h a n k s t o M and s
and the D i s t r i c t Council, and with p r a i s e to the con t rac to r s . I t d o e s
indeed seem t o be j u s t a l i t t l e w h i l e ago t h a t members o f T. w. I . G .
a r r a n g e d t o t u r n t h e wheel a t Pann Mill f o r members o f Marks and Spencer
on a Sunday morning in O c t o b e r, 1982. Th i s was due t o t h e h e l p f u l
p u b l i c i t y i n the S t a r newspaper, which recounted the wheel turning on
Wycombe Show day that year. I t i s g r a t i f y i n g to r e a l i s e how much h a s
b e e n a c h i e v e d i n s u c h a s h o r t t ime.

V i s i t t o Wycombe Abbey Grounds.

On 1 6 t h June members o f T.W. I .G . w i t h f r i e n d s were conducted round t h e
grounds of Wycombe Abbey School by Mrs. Amanda Wright, a biology teacher
a t t h e S c h o o l . As wi th many former p r i v a t e e s t a t e s , the n a t i v e s p e c i e s
and common immigrant s h r u b s and t r e e s a r e complemented by r a r e r t ypes
such a s Sweet Gum, Turkey Oak, I n d i a n Bean Tr e e and O r i e n t a l P l a n e .
These were introduced t o provide i n t e r e s t and uniqueness style to the,
p r o p e r t y .

The wooded areas a re cons iderable , and i n t e n s i v e husbandry, which i s
r e q u i r e d , i s n o t p o s s i b l e . The g r a s s e d and open a r e a s a r e well c u t and
the e s t a t e has many p l e a s a n t v i s u a l a s p e c t s . I t may come a s a s u r p r i s e
to know that a local farmer has cattle grazing alongside Marlow Hill, in
a l a r g e fi e l d .

T.W. I .G . i s g r a t e f u l to Mrs. Wright f o r h e r k i n d n e s s in r e v e a l i n g the
s p l e n d o u r s o f the g r o u n d s , which a r e on o u r d o o r s t e p b u t n o t no rma l ly
r e v e a l e d t o u s . R o g e r   L a w s o n .
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ITY
Wycombe Abbey Lake

Discovering Thame.
Thame has much to be proud o f a s we found out dur ing a walkabout o f the town.
Our gu ide , Mr. Norman Waters met us n e a r the Church o f S t . Mary the Vi rg i n ,
and g a v e a brief resumee of t h e town's history. He ment ioned the fl o o d i n g
of the R ive r Thame, which served a s a n a t u r a l defence f o r t h e Saxons a g a i n s t
i n v a d e r s .

Mr. Waters took us fi r s t to the Church, point ing out the shot marks p i t t i n g
p a r t o f a n o u t s i d e w a l l . These w e r e c a u s e d by g u n fi r e when t h e R o y a l i s t s
f o u g h t t o t a k e Thame from t h e Cromwell ians d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War. I n s i d e t h e
Church we were shown the tomb, complete with e f fi g i e s , of Lord William and h i s
Lady. Lord William, one of Thame's greatest benefactors, founded the old
Grammar School, where John Hampden became a pup i l . In h i s l a t e r yea r s , John
Hampden was to die i n Thame, from wound suffered a t the b a t t l e o f Chalgrove
F i e l d . A p l a q u e r e c o r d i n g these events i s s i tuated in the High S t r ee t .
Unhappily t h e old Grammar School s t a n d s empty, a v i c t i m a w a i t i n g i t s f a t e . . .
p o s s i b l y a change o f u s e t o o f fi c e s !
C l o s e l y f o l l o w i n g Mr. Wa te r s so a s n o t to miss a word he s a i d , we a r r i v e d a t
t h e High S t r e e t t o fi n d some o f t h e l o v e l i e s t t imber framed b u i l d i n g s t o be
seen anywhere. The vary ing h e i g h t o f t h e i r r o o f t ops g i v e s a s k y l i n e
unsurpassed t a y other pa r t of the country. The b u i l d i n g s a r e w e l l
m a i n t a i n e d and used a s r e s i d e n c e s o r f o r commercial p u r p o s e s . One house i n
p a r t i c u l a r was of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t . On the roof was a t i ny fi g u r e instone of a sheep, depict ing the f a c t t h a t t h i s was where the shepherds l ived.Soft colour wash on the outside of these graceful old buildings added a toucho f e l e g a n c e . Even t h e P o s t O f fi c e h a g abandoned i t s R e c k i t s B l u e image i n
f a v o u r o f a n - u p - m a r k e t c o a t o f c ream wash!
At t h e t o p o f t h e High S t r e e t t h e road d i v i d e s and a c l u s t e r of b u i l d i n g s
huddle together i n the middle to form an island. Centuries ago, squa t te rss e t up camps here and de sp i t e a complaint from the Monarch a t the time, theyre ta ined "squa t te r s ' r igh t s" . E v e n t u a l l y the s i t e was b u i l t on and one o f
t h e buildings survives today - the Bird Cage Inn. Three s t o r e y s high, i t
used to house l epe r s on the top fl o o r . They were led by food put on t o long
p o l e s and pushed t h r o u g h a h o l e i n the fl o o r ! There a r e many o l d i n n s i n
Thame, some with vast cellars that run underneath the road.
Sympathetic development has occurred in some ins tances , notably to the old
b r e w e r y • T h i s h a s b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a c o l l e c t i o n of de l igh t fu l
r e s i d e n c e s . Thame i s t o be env ied i n p o s s e s s i n g so many b e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g s
as y e t untouched by the bul ldozer. O u r g r a t e f u l t h a n k t o D e r e k Woods f o r
a r r a n g i n g t h e wa lkabou t which proved t o be o f such a b s o r b i n g i n t e r e s t .

E l s i e F o w l e r .
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The town centre is a grand old muddle of buildings from different periods. Timber-framed buildings
nudge against Victorian bricks; Georgian stucco in multicolours blend with brick buildings of the
same period. Perhaps the proximity of different periods and styles offends the purists, but few people
would want to change this friendly jumble of buildings each with its own personality and history, for a
neat, tidy but uniform modern design.
(Reproduced from "Thame News'')
The Changing Face o f t h e Town Centre.
I t i s q u i t e r emarkab le how much o u r shopping and spend ing h a b i t s have changed
over the las t 10 or so years. For i t i s within this period that the appearance
of the town centre has changed so dramatically. Gone completely a r e the grocers
where you could get f lb bacon and a bag of sugar, though thankfully there are
s t i l l two o u t l e t s s e l l i n g f r e sh f r u i t and vegetables and a hot crusty bread shop
t h a t a lways s m e l l s d i v i n e .

And a l t h o u g h we a r e g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t e s t a t e a g e n t s and b u i l d i n g s o c i e t i e s
have taken over the High Street, has anyone noticed what has really taken over
from the g r o c e r ? The TAKE-AWAY! Have 90% of the population given up t h a t
q u a i n t old custom of buying raw food and tak ing i t home and cooking i t ?

I t happens so f r e q u e n t l y now t h a t a s soon a s r e t a i l p r emises become v a c a n t i n
the town c e n t r e , a planning app l i ca t i on i s submitted f o r change of use to food
t a k e - a w a y . In the l a s t year or so, seven or e igh t add i t iona l establ ishments
have opened, with a further two in the pipe-line r i g h t n o w . The most frequently
voiced complaint about take-aways is that they create l i t t e r because of a l l the
packaging needed t o e n a b l e h o t food t o be c a r r i e d o u t . L i t t e r , of course, is
not a problem in a community where c i v i c p r i d e e x i s t s , but i t does seem t h a t t h e
people who pa t ron i se take-aways a re of ten ca re l e s s with the associa ted packaging.
Do we i n Wycombe s u f f e r more than the next town in t h i s , or i s i t a na t i ona l
d i s e a s e ?

thriving on i t !
We know changes must take place as society develops, and i t i s d i f fi c u l t to try
and imagine any town centre in 20 years time; i t would be n ice to dream t h a t
a p a c k e t o f t e a could be bought in the town w i t h o u t having to go and g e t
s w a l l o w e d up i n a s u p e r m a r k e t . Anna B i r k s .

u b   I
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q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g - T a l k b y A r t h u r P e r c i v a l .
On 5th June, 1984, Mr. Arthur Percival , MBE., FSA., a prominent member of the
Civic Trust r e spons ib le for l o c a l s o c i e t i e s , came to High Wycombe f o r an
afternoon t r a i l of t h e town i n the company o f our Hon. Secretary, and i n the
evening to address members and fr iends assembled f o r the Socie ty ' s Quarterly
Meeting a t the B r i t i s h Legion H a l l .
The C i v i c T r u s t i s an independen t o r g a n i s a t i o n s e t up in 1956 by Duncan-
Sandys (now Lord Duncan-Sandys) t h e n M i n i s t e r o f Housing and Local Government.
From an o f fi c e i n C a r l t o n House Te r r a c e , w i t h a s t a f f o f 20 , i t r e p r e s e n t s
the environmental movement na t iona l ly, and gives support and guidance to a l l
local amenity soc i e t i e s regis tered with i t . Mr. Percival told u s that there
were o v e r 1000 l o c a l ameni ty s o c i e t i e s in the c o u n t r y, w i th a t o t a l membership
of 300,000 - g r e a t e r than the membership o f any of the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s ,
except the l a r g e s t , which he did not name.
Mr. Percival spoke f o r more than hour, i l l u s t r a t i n g h i s talk with many
fi n e s l i d e s . Space does not permit a f u l l r e p o r t , o r even an adequate summary.
All that can be given here i s a se lec t ion of a few s i g n i fi c a n t points .

The h e r i t a g e of a town cons i s t s l a rg e l y o f i t s b u i l d i n g s , old not so o ld , and
modern. Mr. Percival urged members of soc ie t i e s to make an e f f o r t to get to
know the bui ldings o f t he i r town, and thus to become aware of i t s cha rac te r.
When he he lped i n the s e t t i n g up o f a H e r i t a g e Cen t r e i n h i s home town o f
Faversham, he r e a l i s e d how much he had y e t t o l e a r n . He a t t r i b u t e d m u c h
dismal development not to i l l w i l l , but to lack of awareness, and to a f ee l i ng
t h a t nobody r e a l l y c a r e d . I f members of soc ie t i es became involved, and showed
that they cared, they could persuade others to care a l s o .
He s t ressed the importance of soc ie t i e s being pos i t i ve by taking the i n i t i a t i ve .
The Civic Trust seeks to encourage i n i t i a t i v e by awards, commendations and
nominal g r a n t s . Finance, i n Mr. P e r c i v a l ' s experience, need not be an
i n s u p e r a b l e o b s t a c l e . The problem was, u s u a l l y, tak ing the fi r s t s t e p . O n c e
t h i s had been t a k e n , fi n a n c e cou ld o f t e n be p rov ided through the normal forms
of fund r a i s i n g .

Of course, great e f f o r t s have to be made. The same a p p l i e d to o t h e r
d i f fi c u l t i e s , such a s County Council and D i s t r i c t Council no t speaking t o each
other, and the local society breaking through the b a r r i e r of s i lence .

Much improvement o f the urban environment can be b r o u g h t a b o u t by a l i t t l e
l a n d s c a p i n g , e s p e c i a l l y o f n e g l e c t e d s i t e s , and local amen i ty s o c i e t i e s can
often take the i n i t i a t i v e .
had been done i n th is fi e l d . His talk was most encouraging and we must thank
Mr. P e r c i v a l f o r coming to s e e us .

Wa l t e r K r a f t .

The Annual Report o f t h e C i v i c Trus t .

H e r i t a g e Outlook i s the bi-monthly journal of the Civic Trust , and excel lent
r e a d i n g f o r t h o s e concerned about t h e i r envi ronment and o t h e r r e l a t e d m a t t e r s .
Enclosed with the l a t e s t issue was the Annual Report for 1983.
The Report i s an i n t e r e s t i ng document; i t i s concerned with the way the Trust
i t s e l f and i t s regis tered soc ie t i e s (such as ours) are the Cinderellas of the
1980's, and the way the work we promote i s often derided. " T h e w e l l - b e i n g
and seemliness of our aurroundings i s not a negl ible matter - an optional
ex t ra to be appl ied when we a r e f e e l i n g fl u s h , to be fo rgo t t en when times a re
d i f fi c u l t " . How t r u e !

But i n the race f o r funds to carry out schemes, the cherry o n t h e c a k e 1 s
often l e f t off; tree planting on a housing development i s n ' t done, the
d e r e l i c t s i t e i s n ' t improved, t r a f fi c continues to intrude, shoddy design
rampages on, and toxic wastes a re s t i l l dumped. 1983 has s e e n the Green
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B e l t t h r e a t e n e d ; s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g i s d i s m i s s e d a s outmoded; normal
p l a n n i n g c o n t r o l s a r e c i r cumvented by M i n i s t e r i a l u s e o f t h e S p e c i a l
Development Order procedures; local a u t h o r i t y cu t s a r e cu t t i ng i n t o
A r c h i t e c t s and P l a n n i n g Depar tments and Environmental and C i v i c Design u n i t s .
The underground se rv i ce s of some c i t i e s reached a s t a t e o f co l l apse .
The Repor t l amen t s the low es teem in which env i ronmenta l m a t t e r s a r e he ld
and how, by the work of s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d "lobbies" they are cont inual ly
pushed i n t o second p l a c e . The Trus t l i s t s some o f the work they have
been involved i n over the l a s t year, and puts a fi r s t - c l a s s
continued ex i s t ence , but . . . . . . funds a r e low!
T h e C i v i c T r u s t d o e s a l o t o f w o r t h w h i l e w o r k a n d i t i s s a d t o r e a d t h a t
u n l e s s t h e i r income improves n o t i c e a b l y o v e r t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s , many o f
t h e i r pro jec ts wi l l have to be cut . T h i s w o u l d b e b a d f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l
a r e a s a f f e c t e d , bad f o r the people d i r e c t l y involved i n the axed p r o j e c t ,
and bad f o r t h e n a t i o n a s a whole. The T r u s t ' s m a i n i n c o m e d e r i v e s f r o m
Heritage Outlook and other publ icat ions , and i f you want to keep abreast
of events and help the Trus t i n a meaningful way, p lease use the subscr ip t ion
form r e p r o d u c e d on page 10.
To d e n y s e l f - i n t e r e s t a s a m o t i v e and to d i sda in "lobbying" i s a l l very
laudable, but one wonders i f the Trust can afford to be so high-minded.
L i f e can be cruel, and i f "lobbyistg" achieve t h e i r aims, (47-ton l o r r i e s ? )
should they not reconsider the old adage, " i f you can't beat 'em, join 'em"?

The Branded Image.
Have you e v e r s topped when out shopp ing t o look s e a r c h i n g l y a t any High S t r e e t
o r p r e c i n c t ? I dont just mean our local town, but almost anywhere up and
down the c o u n t r y. Dont you experience a sor t of déjè vue, a feeling o f
Intense f a m i l i a r i t y ? I want a newspaper or magazine - how about Smith's?
I want a chemist - how abou t Boots? And a l l those o t h e r s - I can g e t t h a t
i n Marks o r Wo o l l i e s , and so on.
What i s i t that makes us think ins tan t ly of a p a r t i c u l a r shop or s to re , even
when we a r e away from home, p e r h a p s on h o l i d a y, in a n o t h e r w i s e u n f a m i l i a r

Is i t something that has been with us since childhood, an unconscious
c o n d i t i o n i n g b r o u g h t a b o u t b e t h e "Branded Image"?

T h i s image encompasses f a c a d e s , f a s c i a s , window d r e s s i n g , i n t e r i o r l a y o u t s
a n d m e r c h a n d i s e . Wherever we a r e we have t h e deep s e n s e o f f a m i l i a r i t y , o f
n o n - s t r a n g e n e s s , o f b e i n g immedia te ly a t o u r e a s e . I h a v e h e a r d i t s a i d t h a t
we a r e su r rounded by ho lograms , e t h e r e a l images o f t h e s e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s t h a t
we can walk round or through and s t i l l perceive a l l the f ami l i a r t rappings,
even though t h e y e x i s t on ly i n the i m a g i n a t i o n . Perhaps s l i g h t l y fa r- fe tched
imagery - o r i s i t ? J u s t think about any place you have v i s i t ed - can you
s e e the holograms?
I s i t more i m p o r t a n t to r e t a i n t h i s s e n s e o f e a s e and be s u b j e c t e d to t h e
boredom o f every shopping p l a c e look ing i d e n t i c a l , o r do you t h i n k t h a t t h e
mult iples should be encouraged to develop the i r s i t e s to r e fl e c t t h e i r
l o c a t i o n s ? In o t h e r words, should t h e brand image become s u b s e r v i e n t t o
t h e l o c a l i m a g e a n d t h u s make a l l o u r t o w n s e n d c i t i e s show a m o r e i n d i v i d u a l
c h a r a c t e r . We may then be forced to ask, when in a strange place, for
W o o l l i e s o r B o o t s o r . . . . . . . i n s t e a d o f s a y i n g " I ' l l j u s t pop o v e r t o Wo o l l i e s " .
I don t know t h e a n s w e r. I n t h e meantime I ' l l j u s t i l l u m i n a t e t h o s e holograms
w i t h my l a s e r ! Ted Kearney.
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F u t u r e Programme.

The f o l l o w i n g mee t ings have been a r r a n g e d and we hope you w i l l make a n o t e
o f t h e s e i n y o u r d i a r y .

Thursday, 20th September, 1984, i n
the Royal B r i t i s h Legion H a l l , S t .
Mary Street, High Wycombe, at
8 р . m .

Wednesday, 23rd January, 1985, 1n
the Guildhall, High Wycombe at
8 р .ш .

Jonathan P o r r i t t , Director of the
Friends of the Earth, will talk
a b o u t t h e work a n d a i m s o f t h e
Friends of the Earth.
Mike Far ley, F i e l d Officer, Bucke
County Counci l , wil l give an
i l l u s t r a t e d talk about Archaeology
in Buckinghamshire, with a t i t l e of
h i s own c h o i c e .

Annual General Meeting o f t h e
S o c i e t y. Details l a t e r.

Tuesday, 23rd April, 1985, in the
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hal l , S t .
Mary Street, High Wycombe, at
7.45 p.m.
Tuesday, 1 l t h June, 1985, i n the
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall, St. Mary
Street, High Wycombe, at 8 p.I.

Brian Williamson, F i e l d O f fi c e r of
B.B.O.N.T. will give an i l l u s t r a t e d
t a l k a b o u t B.B.O.N.T. and i t s
r e s e r v e s .

Ron Sims.

HERITAGE
O U T L O O K
S U B S C R I P T I O N F O R M
Please enter mv subeription to Heritage Outlook for 6
issues bi-monthlv at €6.50. including p. & p. within the UK.
Overseas rates: Europe €10.50. All other countries €11.50.
Please also s e n d me a special blue binder with silver
lettering to hold 2 years issues and annual index at €3.50.
I would like my subscription to start with . . issue.
Back numbers available at 70p each plus 20p each postage.
I enclose my cheque for . . . . . . . . pavable to Civic Trust.
N a m e

A d d r e s s

To: Civic Trust, 17, Carlton House Terrace,
London SWIY 5AW. (Tel: 01-930 0914)


