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JONATHAN PORRITI.
At the High Wycombe Society Quarter ly Meeting held in the B r i t i s h Legion on
Thursday, 20 th Sep tember, 1984, a l a r g e , a t t e n t i v e a u d i e n c e heard J o n a t h a n
P o r r i t t , D i rec to r of Friends of the Earth, expound the d e fi c i e n c i e s of
conservation i n this country, with par t icular emphasis on acid r a in and
a g r i c u l t u r a l w a s t e .

Mr. P o r r i t t r e g r e t t e d the s lowness o f the Government in commit t ing i t s e l f to
i n v e s t i g a t i n g a c i d r a i n , and q u e s t i o n e d the s e n s e o f i t s spending €5m to
d u p l i c a t e r e s e a r c h which had a l r e a d y been unde r t aken in Sweden d e m o n s t r a t i n g
the l ink between a c i d r a i n and environmental damage. Only a f t e r at tending
a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e d e v o t e d to t h e s u b j e c t d i d o u r G o v e r n m e n t M i n i s t e r s
- b e g i n t o show c o n c e r n . . . . hav ing l e a r n e d t h a t Cologne Ca thedra l i s b e i n g
recons t ruc ted completely, s tone by s tone , s ince much of the o r i g i n a l i s
retrievably destroyed by acid rain. A t t e n t i o n i s now f o c u s s e d on o u r
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s badly a f f e c t e d Westminster Abbey, St. Pau l ' s , and
many o t h e r s .

In 1982 the Friends of the Earth named the CEGB "Pol lu ters of the Year" , to
w h i c h t h e i r r e s p o n s e w a s t h a t c o n t r o l m e a s u r e s w o u l d a d d 20% - 30% t o t h e c o s t s
of e l e c t r i c i t y.
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Two y e a r s l a t e r we have the r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d House o f Commons Envi ronmenta l
Committee Repor t which names the CEGB a s prime c u l p r i t f o r p o l l u t i n g t h e a i r
with sulphur dioxide, one of the main contr ibutors to acid r a i n , but cost of
control measures seems to have dropped, the Government claiming
6% t o t h e p r i c e o f e l e c t r i c i t y and t h e CEGB s a y i n g the i n c r e a s e would be
approximately 10%. W h i l s t such a rguments c o n t i n u e , t h i s c o u n t r y i s blamed f o r
60% o f t h e p o l l u t i o n in S c a n d i n a v i a , due to the d i r e c t i o n o f t r a d e winds , and
b u i l d i n g s , f o r e s t s and l a k e s a r e d e s t r o y e d and p o i s o n e d . Mr. P o r r i t t made a
plea f o r a d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f wealth, where qua l i ty o f l i f e would be
valued more highly than p r o fi t , and he questioned the necess i ty fo r constant
growth in i n d u s t r y.
Turning h i s a t t e n t i o n to a g r i c u l t u r e , Mr. P o r r i t t sa id tha t 6 - 7 mi l l i on tons
o f s t r a w w e r e b u r n e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y each y e a r , a t an a n n u a l c o s t in damage to
the environment, to w i l d l i f e , hedges, t r ee s and l o s s o f produce, of £500m -
money which could be p u t t o more c o n s t r u c t i v e u s e . The a u d i e n c e w e r e c l e a r l y
in agreement t h a t smuts from burning straw have been a considerable nuisance
i n the Wycombe a r e a i n r e c e n t y e a r s . R e s e a r c h h a s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t s t r a w
could be purposeful ly used f o r such a s an imal f eed o r b e d d i n g , f o r s t r a w fi b r e
o r b i o g a s . The agr icul tura l indus t ry ' s over dependence on pesticides, inorganic
f e r t i l i z e r s a n d m e c h a n i c a l v e h i c l e s w a s d e p l o r e d . The blame, however, l ay n o
with the farmer, but with the system of g ran t s and subs id i e s , which encourages
l a n d m a n a g e m e n t on a l a r g e s c a l e and ownersh ip by l a r g e c o r p o r a t i o n s . T h i s
c a u s e s smal l farms t o be d r i v e n out o f b u s i n e s s and r e s u l t s i n unemployment
and d e s t r u c t i o n of ru ra l communities, b e s i d e s the l o s s o f well tended meadows
and f o r e s t .
E l o q u e n t l y Mr. P o r r i t t urged c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r the a r t o f good h u s b a n d r y, f o r
l i f e l i v e d i n harmony w i t h the e a r t h . We need t o c o n s i d e r more f u l l y n o t j u s t
the present, but the longer future and the legacy we leave for following

The d i f fi c u l t y of the task was not glossed over, and quest ions
f o l l o w i n g r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e a u d i e n c e h a d much t o c o n s i d e r and t h i n k a b o u t .

PAUL'S ROW GARDEN.
How many o f u s , I wonder, w h i l s t u n d e r t a k i n g t h e c h o r e o f shopp ing , o r w a i t i n g
f o r a p a r t n e r ( a lways l a t e ) , l ong f o r a g r e e n o a s i s , somewhere t o r e s t our f e e t ,
r e l a x our mind, and contemplate . We have t r i e d to provide one i n the Paul ' s
Row Garden, sandwiched between Keen's Photographers and the Angel Pub. C r e a t e d
from a d e r e l i c t b u i l d i n g s i t e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 y e a r s a g o , the High Wycombe
S o c i e t y h a s m a i n t a i n e d t h i s g a r d e n through w i n t e r f r o s t s and summer d r o u g h t , and
a l t h o u g h i n t i m e s o f few v o l u n t e e r s i t h a s w a r r a n t e d c r i t i c i s m --- l i t t e r i s a
constant problem - - - we feel i t i s worth working f o r . Wi t h r e c e n t new r e c r u i t s
(more are always welcome), the garden has new hope and vigour. L o o k f o r t h e
bulbs i n Spring - crocus, muscari and snowdrops were planted r ecen t ly. T h e
rockery needs improving and we want a s t u r d y t u b . I f you have t i m e , i d e a s o r
material (plants, tub, soi l , rocks) to offer, please contact me on High Wycombe
26616.
THE GLOVES.
Are y o u r t i n y hands f r o z e n , o r d i d you , i n a f e v e r o f p a s s i o n , throw down two
g a u n t l e t s ? Was an i ron fi s t concealed ins ide the woolly glove, or were they
used t o c o n c e a l g r e e n fi n g e r s ? ( I f t h e l a t t e r p l e a s e j o i n t h e Garden Force a b o v e ) .
Pe rhaps they were dropped a s a cue to an a d m i r e r - - p ick up g l o v e s and fo l l ow
me! Whatever the r e a s o n a p a i r o f w o o l l y g l o v e s l e f t behind a t the l a s t
Q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g a w a i t t h e i r o w n e r . B e i g e i n c o l o u r w i t h f a i r i s l e r o u n d t h e
palms - gallant Jack Scruton has them in care.

Barbara R i p p i n g t o n .
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND THE CONSERVATION AREA.

The need to be c o n s t a n t l y v i g i l a n t to p r o t e c t l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s and t h e
Conserva t ion Area i s i l l u s t r a t e d by some recen t planning a p p l i c a t i o n s .

McDonald's H a m b u rg e r s . 4 1 High S t r e e t .
Having gained planning permission to occupy t h i s l is ted bui lding, McDonald's
sought to draw a t t e n t i o n to the bu i ld ing by the i n s e r t i o n of an i l luminated
fasc ia and the dreaded big M's, plus an illuminated hanging sign. We opposed
the a p p l i c a t i o n s and we a r e p l e a s e d to r ecord t h a t the D i s t r i c t Counci l has
r e f u s e d them as be ing most u n s u i t a b l e f o r t h i s l i s t e d b u i l d i n g .

Automatic Telling Machines for Building Societies.
Local B u i l d i n g S o c i e t i e s a r e v e r y a n x i o u s to i n s e r t t h e s e machines w i t h i n
reach o f the g e n e r a l pub l i c , but they can be d i s fi g u r i n g , e spec ia l ly when the
b u i l d i n g i s a fi n e one. Two a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e s e machines by the H a l i f a x
a n d t h e Wo o l w i c h w o u l d m a r t h e i r H i g h S t r e e t f r o n t a g e s i f g i v e n a p p r o v a l . T h e
H a l i f a x b u i l d i n g a t No. 35A i s a very fi n e b r i c k and s t o n e s t r u c t u r e , and t h e

The o n e a t t h e Wo o l w i c h

l i s t e d b u i l d i n g .

Leicester Building Society. No. 39 High Street.
Have you n o t i c e d the i l l u m i n a t e d l e t t e r i n g on the i n s i d e o f the windows
of this very dist inguished l i s t e d building, and the boards hanging on the
r a i l i n g s , t e l l i n g the world t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g i s occupied by the L e i c e s t e r
B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y ? T h e s e and o t h e r window d i s p l a y s harm t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h i s
fi n e b u i l d i n g . They were p l aced t h e r e w i t h o u t p l a n n i n g p e r m i s s i o n and t h e
L e i c e s t e r B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y r e f u s e d to remove them, f o r c i n g o u r D i s t r i c t Council
to u n d e r t a k e the l eng thy and t e d i o u s enforcement a c t i o n .

The G r a p e s . N o . 4 H i g h S t r e e t .
This s o l i d and f a m i l i a r Vi c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g h a s now ceased t o be a pub , hav ing
been bought by a l a r g e development Company. An a p p l i c a t i o n has now been
submi t t ed f o r i t s d e m o l i t i o n and t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n o f a k ind o f r e p l i c a , with
s h o p s a n d o f fi c e s . We h a v e o p p o s e d t h e d e m o l i t i o n a n d we h o p e t h e D i s t r i c t
Council w i l l r e f u s e the a p p l i c a t i o n . The same Company i s c o n fi d e n t t h a t i t
wi l l soon buy the Antelope, the del ightful l i s t e d pub in Church Square. The
Company claims that i t will ' r e fu rb i sh ' the building, and we al l know what
t h a t u s u a l l y means! Perhaps Wycombe w i l l a c h i e v e the un ique d i s t i n c t i o n o f
l o s i n g a l l i t s pubs . The Red Cow, The Red Cross K n i g h t , and the Exchange
wi l l d isappear due to developments around Frogmoor. The l o s s o f t h e G r a p e s and
t h e A n t e l o p e in a d d i t i o n means t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n i s now v e r y s e r i o u s . I f
wea l thy development Companies p e r s u a d e brewers to s e l l , there seems to be
l i t t l e anyone can do to keep the b u i l d i n g a s a pub.

J a c k S c r u t o n .
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PLANNING.
There i s no doubt thut the most important ro l e f o r the Society l i e s
in t a k i n g an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t in p l a n n i n g . T h i s t a x e s o u r l i m i t e d
resources to the utmost, and i t is tempting to think tha t we could perhaps
s w i t c h o u r a t t e n t i o n t o t a s k s which a r e l e s s demanding. However, we
intend to continue our i n t e r e s t , choosing careful ly the issues which are
i m p o r t a n t . I t i s easy to g i v e t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t we a r e c o n t i n u a l l y i n
oppos i t ion and neve r support anyone. This i s q u i t e u n t r u e , o f c o u r s e .
We have of ten supported plans which we think are b e n e fi c i a l , many of which
have b e e n i n t r o d u c e d by t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council - such t h i n g s a s t h e
General Improvement Areas f o r the Western and Eas t e rn Areas, improvements
to the River Wye, and those parts of the Town Centre Strategy which will
lead to environmental improvements and p e d e s t r i a n i s a t i o n . We h a v e o f t e n
suppor ted the D i s t r i c t Council a t P l a n n i n g I n q u i r i e s and in opposing
appeals to the Secretary o f S t a t e . However, the re have been times when
we have opposed plans which we be l i eve to be harmful. I n p a r t i c u l a r we
have opposed the move o f the Bus S t a t i o n to a p l a c e behind the High S t r e e t ,
and t h e p l a n s t o b u i l d the s o - c a l l e d N o r t h e r n R e l i e f Road.

We must not shrink from this kind of opposition and we cer ta in ly d i d n ' t
w i t h r e g a r d to the r e c e n t a p p l i c a t i o n by t h e D i s t r i c t Counc i l to b u i l d
an i n d u s t r i a l e s t a t e to accommodate High Tech. e n t e r p r i s e s on land a t
C r e s s e x n e a r t o t h e motorway. This a p p l i c a t i o n i s causing concern because
o f i t s fl a g r a n t d i s r e g a r d o f the County S t r u c t u r e P l a n and t h e env i ronmenta l
changes which would o c c u r. Our misgivings were shared by the County Planning
Officer and by the Wycombe District Manufacturers' Association, but the
County C o u n c i l l o r s c o n c e r n e d p r e f e r r e d to i g n o r e t h e s e , and l i s t e n e d i n s t e a d
to a has t i l y contrived device of our D i s t r i c t Council. Th i s d id no t t r y t o
r e f u t e the very se r ious ob jec t ions ; ins tead i t gave a " fi r m commitment" t h a t
when the Local Plan is prepared, there will be some form of compensation, i n
t h a t   u n p l e a s a n t   i n d u s t r y   i n   t h e town c e n t r e w i l l be pe r suaded t o move away
and h o u s i n g m i g h t be s u b s t i t u t e d . This kind of delusion has been held before,but as the Manufacturers ' Association knows, i t would be an unlikely
p o s s i b i l i t y. Even i f i t could be achieved, i t would s t i l l leave an
i n d u s t r i a l complex a t Cressex on the doors tep o f the Holmer Farm e s t a t e , thei n h a b i t a n t s o f which have l i t t l e o r no idea o f what i s planned, and the
c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r t h e m .

This kind of appl ica t ion is far too serious to be given the go-ahead when
the Local Plan wi l l be considered soon, and which w i l l involve d e t a i l e d
d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t the t own ' s fu ture . I f major d e p a r t u r e s o f t h i s k ind a r e
allowed, they will not only des t roy the v a l i d i t y of the S t ruc tu re Plan, butw i l l a l s o leave no th ing t o be r e s o lv ed by the Local Plan.

As t h e a p p l i c a t i o n i s a ma jo r d e p a r t u r e from the S t r u c t u r e P l a n , the
m a t t e r i s b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . We hope he w i l l
c a l l i n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a P u b l i c I n q u i r y .
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Map of Cressex a r e a , showing t h e proposed s i t u a t i o n o f the High. Tech
I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e n e a r t o H o l m e r F a r m E s t a t e . See a r t i c l e on Page 4.
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AFFILIATIONS T O THE SOCIETY.

Recent ly the Women's I n s t i t u t e movement decided t ha t they should take awider i n t e r e s t i n env i ronmenta l m a t t e r s , and to lend t h e i r widespread suppo r tto improving the q u a l i t y of l i f e throughout the coun t ry. As a r e s u l t o f t h i s
d e c i s i o n , and because Te r r i e r s and To t t e r i d g e W.I. had jo ined
without being approached, we wrote to the Headquarters of theWomen's I n s t i t u t e s i n th i s area and we were given permission to
seek the support of the local Branches. As a r e s u l t , the
f o l l o w i n g W. I . Branches have become a f fi l i a t e d members and
we welcome t h i s support . We a r e s u r e t h e a f fi l i a t i o n s
will provide us with important local support and knowledge,
and i n o u r t u r n we a r e s u r e we c a n h e l p t h e v a r i o u s w . I . s .
i n t h e i r work t o improve the env i ronment .

Downley Evening.
H a z l e m e r e A f t e r n o o n .
West Wycombe.
Naphi l l Af te rnoon .

Loudwater.
Booker Af te rnoon .
Booker Evening.
Hazlemere Evening.

We a r e a l s o p l e a s e d t o welcome t h e a f fi l i a t i o n o f t h e r e c e n t l y fo rmed
S a f f r o n P l a t t R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . They w i l l a c t a s watchdogs o f t h i s
key area, which covers the G.I.A. recently adopted by the Dis t r i c t Council,
a n d a l s o i n c l u d e s a v i t a l p a r t o f t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n Area .

Janet Tul ly.
Membership S e c r e t a r y .
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MEETING BETWEEN THE HIGH WYCOMBE CHAMBER OF TRADE, THE HIGH WYCOMBE
SOCIETY, AND LOCAL RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATIONS.
This meeting, held o n 26th September, was successful, and much common
ground was found and d i s c u s s e d . Th i s i s n o t to say t h a t t h e r e w a s
agreement between the p a r t i e s on a l l top ics , nor was t h i s to be expected.
I t was a p i t y tha ton ly four R e s i d e n t s ' Assoc i a t i ons bothered to a t t e n d ,
when f a r more had b e e n e x p e c t e d . The f o u r c o n c e r n e d w e r e E a s t o f Amersham
H i l l R.A., Hughenvale R.A., Saffron P l a t t R.A. and Deeds Grove R.A.

The Agenda p r e p a r e d by the High Wycombe S o c i e t y was found t o be an a c c e p t a b l e
bas i s and the following summary h ighl igh ts the main points of the discussion.
Town Centre proposals.
The r e - s i t i n g of the Bus Sta t ion , with i t s at tendant Multi-Storey Car Park,
came i n f o r c o n s i d e r a b l e c r i t i c i s m . I t was thought t h a t many people would
have a long walk with heavy shopping (especial ly bad fo r the e lde r ly ) . I t
would be a n eyesore on the proposed s i t e , whereas an inconspicuous a l i g h t i n g /
loading cen t re with passenger weather p ro tec t ion would be more acceptable .
The e ffec t of the additional t r a f fi c on Abbey Way was a lso queried. T h e
representa t ives of the Chamber of Trade were a l so fu r the r concerned about
the s i t e s ince the cen t re of g rav i ty of the town was tending to move
westwards towards B r i d g e S t r e e t . They would be h a p p i e r to see t h e Br idge
S t r e e t s i t e developed i n accordance with t h e i r own publ ished p l a n s , with
the present Bus Sta t ion retained and improved, and not converted in to s to res .
I t was agreed that moving the bus r e p a i r s ec t ion and bus parking to another
s i t e could open the way f o r considerable environmental improvement o f the
p r e s e n t s i t e .

There was general agreement that the Octagon needed to be u graded. This
could mean closing access a t n ight .
T h e f u t u r e o f t h e H i g h S t r e e t , and Crendon S t r e e t .
T h i s was bound up w i t h t h e p r o p o s a l s f o r p e d e s t r i a n i s a t i o n . T h e C o u n c i l
was now i n s i s t i n g t h a t t h i s depended on t h e p r o v i s i o n o f a N o r t h e r n R e l i e f
Road and t h e changes t o Frogmoor. F r e e i n g t h e H i g h S t r e e t f r o m t r a f fi c
had general approval, but the Chamber drew a t t e n t i o n to problems of access .
The Society and Res iden ts ' Associat ions expressed worr ies about the
spread of banks, building Societies, Estate Agents and Offices in this
area , and the new th rea t of the disappearing pubs.
The f u t u r e o f Frogmoor.
This was discussed in some de t a i l and the re was genera l agreement t h a t
the a r e a d e s e r v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e improvement. P l a n s had been drawn up by
the Council and i t was agreed t h a t these should be supported. T h e a r e a
w i l l change c o n s i d e r a b l y, w i th t h e new S a i n s b u r y S t o r e (which has been
heavily c r i t i c i s e d by the Society f o r i t s des ign) , the extensive new shopping
mall l i nk ing to an enlarged Marks and Spencer. The e f f e c t on shopping
h a b i t s w i l l have to be s e e n .

Environmental improvements i n t h e Town Centre.
The Chamber h a s made e f f o r t s to improve t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e High S t r e e t
during the Summer with flower baskets on the lamp standards. A s p e c i a l
e f f o r t would be u n d e r t a k e n f o r C h r i s t m a s t o improve window d i s p l a y s ( i n c l u d i n g
the Octagon), and provide f e s t i v e decorat ions. The S o c i e t y c r i t i c i s e d
t h e way t h e Brand image used by m u l t i p l e s d i s fi g u r e d the town c e n t r e , and
the poor qual i ty of some fascias using p l a s t i c mater ia ls and gar i sh c o l o u r s .
The Chamber thought that i t was i n e v i t a b l e and qu i t e na tura l f o r mul t ip l e s
to use their brand image, and that in the main they had acted rather better
than in some towns.
There was g e n e r a l ag reement t h a t t h e town c e n t r e would be g r e a t l y improved
by a t t e n t i o n to b e t t e r paving, improved s t r e e t " f u r n i t u r e " , landscaping, and
improvement t o t h e marke t s t a l l s .
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Provision o f a n A r t s Centre.
This i s r a the r a touchy subject , since many people are doubtful i f such an
amenity would ever r e a l i z e i t s f u l l p o t e n t i a l . However, there i s nowhere
now i n Wycombe where t h e a t r e o r fi l m s can be shown s a t i s f a c t o r i l y to a n
a u d i e n c e , o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , any l i v e p e r f o r m a n c e , a p a r t from t h e Town
H a l l , o r s o m e t i m e s t h e P a r i s h C h u r c h . The S o c i e t y was o f the o p i n i o n t h a t
the proposed new bus s t a t i o n s i t e was the i d e a l p l a c e f o r such a c i v i c
b u i l d i n g . The Chamber had c o n s i d e r e d some p r o v i s i o n l u x x i r i d g e i n t h e i r
p l a n f o r Br idge S t r e e t . There was no g e n e r a l c o n s e n s u s .

We f e e l t h a t t h i s k ind o f d i s c u s s i o n i s worth hav ing and we would l i k e
to thank t h e Chamber and the f o u r R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s f o r tak ing p a r t .
I t seems e s s e n t i a l t h a t a s many views a s p o s s i b l e a r e d i s c u s s e d a b o l t t h e
f u t u r e o f o u r town b e f o r e i t s f u t u r e i s s e t l i t e r a l l y i n c o n c r e t e . We
look forward to more d i scuss ions i n the f u t u r e , with perhaps an Agenda
d e v i s e d by the Chamber o f Trade .

Ted Kearney•
C h a i r m a n .

The TREASURER.

With the d e p a r t u r e on e a r l y r e t i r e m e n t o f Mr. A.C. F l i n t , Manager a t
t h e Midland Bank, Cornmarket , we l o s e o u r T r e a s u r e r ; i n h i s p l a c e we
a r e v e r y p l e a s e d t o welcome h i s s u c c e s s o r , Mr. Ken Atack .

I t i s time t h a t we acknowledged the s u p p o r t the Midland Bank h a s g i v e n
t o t h e S o c i e t y by a l l o w i n g i t s Manager to be o u r T r e a s u r e r . A p a r t
from knowing t h a t o u r / y o u r monies a r e in good hands and wel l managed,
t h e s e good peop le have a lways taken a keen i n t e r e s t in t h e w o r k o f t h e
S o c i e t y and a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g s and s o c i a l e v e n t s whenever p o s s i b l e .
Thank y o u M i d l a n d f o r l i s t e n i n g t o o u r p l e a many y e a r s a g o a n d we l o o k
f o r w a r d t o w e l c o m i n g Mr. Atack d u r i n g h i s s t i n t w i t h t h e S o c i e t y .

E v e l y n Roe .

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS.
We h a v e had q u i t e a good r e s p o n s e t o o u r a p p e a l t o members who had
not renewed the i r subscr ip t ions , but unfortunately there
an u n c o m f o r t a b l e number o f 60 i n a r r e a r s . Are YOU one o f the g u i l t y ?

We a r e i n t o t h e second h a l f o f our fi n a n c i a l y e a r and we need o u r
members' subscript ions in order to carry on with our work. P o s t a l
c h a r g e s h a v e i n c r e a s e d r e c e n t l y , and t e l e p h o n e c h a rg e s a r e t o go up
soon, so you w i l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t y o u r fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t i s v i t a l i f
we a re to continue as an a c t i v e , car ing Socie ty.

J a n e t T u l l y .
Membership S e c r e t a r y.
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TREES AND WATER INTERESTS GROUP•
Work has commenced on the nex t phase o f the Pann Mi l l P r o j e c t . T h e M i l l s i t e
has been r e sound ing to the c l a t t e r o f hammers and c h i s e l s , a s t h e w i l l i n g band
of v o l u n t e e r s have been s t r i p p i n g t h e l ime s c a l e from t h e w a t e r w h e e l .
s l u i c e ga te , located immediately in f ront of the wheel, has been removed f o r
r e p a i r s , and a temporary t r a s h t r ay, formed from chestnut palings, has been

u p s t r e a m , a d j a c e n t t o t h e Thames Water Board b r i d g e and main c u l v e r t fo r
t h e s t r e a m .

The timbers and components of the Hurst Frame, which wi l l bear the weight o f
t h e m i l l s t o n e s , have appeared on s i t e by kind p e r m i s s i o n o f C h r i s Wa l l i s o f
t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y .

I t i s l i k e l y t h a t a temporary workshop and m a t e r i a l s s t o r e w i l l be needed on
the Pann Mill i s l a n d , when the i n t e r n a l machinery renovat ion commences in
e a r n e s t .

Te c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e h a s b e e n s o u g h t f r o m a number o f l o c a l e n g i n e e r i n g
companies, and one p a r t i c u l a r l y well-known name may ye t fi g u r e on our not ice
b o a r d o f a c c r e d i t a t i o n s f o r work done and s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d .

Any new volunteers wishing to p a r t i c i p a t e in t h i s exc i t ing p r o j e c t , should
contact Chris Woodman i n i t i a l l y , on Tel. number High Wycombe 28106.
coming months t h e r e w i l l be many c h a l l e n g i n g t a s k s f o r t h o s e members o f t h e
Society who want to "see a s l i c e of the a c t i o n " , under the supervis ion of our
resident engineer, Brian Honess - well he does go home, sometimes!

R o g e r L a w s o n .
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RESIDENTIAL INFILL AND BACKLAND DEVELOPMENT.

The most r e c e n t fi g u r e s which I have s e e n , i n d i c a t e t h a t around t h r e e
m i l l i o n new homes w i l l need to be b u i l t i n t h i s c o u n t r y by t h e end o f the
c e n t u r y, i n o r d e r to cope w i t h t h e demand. I f development i s n o t t o be
c a r r i e d o u t on g r e e n fi e l d s i t e s , t h e p r e s s u r e t o b u i l d w i t h i n e x i s t i n g
suburban and urban a r e a s on i n fi l l and back land s i t e s w i l l be enormous.
High Wycombe w i l l no t e s c a p e the p r e s s u r e which t h i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l p l a c e
on p o t e n t i a l s i t e s o f t h i s t y p e .

Given the abysmal ly low s t a n d a r d o f d e s i g n o f most s p e c u l a t i v e hous ing
since the war, i t i s c r i t i c a l that such i n fi l l and backland development
p r o p o s a l s a r e moni tored very c a r e f u l l y i f they a r e to enhance r a t h e r than
deg rade an a l r e a d y impover ished b u i l t env i ronment .

R e s i d e n t i a l deve lopments w i l l need to be des igned more s e n s i t i v e l y to dea l
wi th m a t t e r s such a s o v e r l o o k i n g and overshadowing o f e x i s t i n g d w e l l i n g s .
The b u i l d i n g s themse lves w i l l need to be c o n s i d e r a b l y more a t t r a c t i v e to
look a t . Existing t r ees wi l l need to be re ta ined , and generally speaking
t h e p l a n t i n g o f new t r e e s and s h r u b s w i l l be n e c e s s a r y t o s o f t e n and s c r e e n
the new b u i l d i n g s . The s c a l e o f such deve lopments w i l l need t o be
sympathetic to the surroundings, and the roads and pavements more careful ly
c o n s i d e r e d i n r e s p e c t o f l a y o u t and s u r f a c e fi n i s h e s .

A l l o f t h e s e t h i n g s a r e g e n e r a l l y i g n o r e d by most s p e c u l a t i v e d e v e l o p e r s ,
mainly because they r e q u i r e c o n s i d e r a b l e t h o u g h t , d e s i g n s k i l l and money.
For tunate ly, Planning au tho r i t i e s now recognise t he i r r e spons ib i l i ty i n t h i s
a r e a , and u s u a l l y a t t a c h c o n d i t i o n s to the p l a n n i n g consen t r e u i r i n g the
d e v e l o p e r to submi t h i s l a n d s c a p i n g scheme to them and have i t approved
before the commencement of building work, but continued pressure from
S o c i e t i e s such a s ou r s i s e s s e n t i a l i f the s t a n d a r d o f t h e s e deve lopments
i s to be r a i s e d .

I b e l i e v e i t i s r i g h t t h a t an Amenity S o c i e t y should v i g o r o u s l y oppose
those schemes which ignore these additional cons t ra in t s , and give support
to those schemes which respond s e n s i t i v e l y to t h e i r s i t e s and s u r r o u n d i n g s .
I f you believe, as many do, that i t i s impossible fo r modern r e s i d e n t i a l
development to respond in this way, then may I suggest a short trip to the
v i l l a g e of Bledlow, where, opposi te Lord Car r ing ton ' s house, you will find
o n e o f the bes t examples, in my opinion, of modern i n fi l l housing in th is
c o u n t r y. Th i s p a r t i c u l a r scheme r e p r e s e n t s the s t a n d a r d by which I b e l i e v e
i n fi l l and back land development p r o p o s a l s should be measured.

M a l c o l m B a r n e t t .
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A CRY FOR HELP.
The S o c i e t y has b u i l t up a good r e p u t a t i o n f o r the v a r i e t y o f
i t s a c t i v i t i e s , and in p a r t i c u l a r we are proud of our record
o f fi n e s p e a k e r s . We a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y a n x i o u s to p r o v i d e a
l i v e l y programme i n f u t u r e , and to do t h i s we now need a Programme
S e c r e t a r y. This post i s not too arduous, i s i n t e r e s t i n g , and
g i v e s g r e a t scope f o r ind iv idua l i n i t i a t i v e . We would be d e l i g h t e d -
and r e l i e v e d ! - t o have a v o l u n t e e r t o fi l l t h i s p o s t . T h e r e w o u l d
be a very g e n t l e i n t r o d u c t i o n and much h e l p g i v e n . T h e H o n .
S e c r e t a r y would be very p l eased to h e a r from a S o c i e t y member
w i l l i n g to have a go.

F u t u r e Programme.

Wednesday, 23rd January, 1985
i n t h e Royal B r i t i s h Legion,
St. Mary Street , High Wycombe,
a t 8 p.m.

Mike F a r l e y , F i e l d O f fi c e r , Bucks
County C o u n c i l , w i l l g i v e an
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k a b o u t Archaeology
in Buckinghamshire, with a t i t l e
o f h i s own c h o i c e .

Tuesday, 23rd April, 1985, in
the Royal B r i t i s h Leg ion , S t .
Mary S t r ee t , High Wycombe,
a t 7 . 4 5 p.m.

Annual General Meet ing o f the
S o c i e t y to be fo l lowed by
e n t e r t a i n m e n t a n d r e f r e s h m e n t s .

Tuesday, 11 t h J u n e , 1985, in
the Royal B r i t i s h Legion, S t .
Mary S t r ee t , High Wycombe.

Brian Williamson, F ie ld O f fi c e r of
the B.B.O.N.T., wil l give an
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k a b o u t B.B.O.N.T. and
i t s R e s e r v e s .

At a d a t e t o be a r r a n g e d -
possibly i n September or October,
1985.

Edward Cullinan, well known arch i tec t ,
w i l l t a l k a b o u t h i s work and
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n g e n e r a l . F u r t h e r
d e t a i l s i n o u r n e x t N e w s l e t t e r .

MARJORIE NASH.
Before starting the main business of the Quarterly meeting, the Society
h a d a l i t t l e o f i t s own b u s i n e s s t o a t t e n d t o . Marjorie Nash, one of
our two Vice-Presidents , had j u s t reached her 80th Birthday, and i n
recogni t ion o f t h i s , she was presen ted by our o t h e r Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t ,
Kathleen Peatey, with a delightful l i t t l e painting by Lorna Cassidy.
Marjorie has been a c t i v e i n local a f f a i r s a l l her l i f e , and has been a
s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r o f the S o c i e t y, and t h i s o f c o u r s e she c o n t i n u e s t o be .
Having been born i n Wycombe and l i v e d he re a l l h e r l i f e , she has s een
massive changes take place , and y e t desp i t e t h a t , she remains a
p e r p e t u a l l y c h e e r f u l pe r son ! We congra tu la te her on reaching 80 years ,
and w i s h h e r every h a p p i n e s s f o r the f u t u r e .

AND FINALLY . . . We a r e a l w a y s i n t e r e s t e d t o know w h a t o u r m e m b e r s
a r e t h i n k i n g about the v a r i o u s i s sues t ha t a f f e c t the town of High
Wycombe. I f any members want t o comment on any r e l e v a n t s u b j e c t through
the medium o f our Newsletter, please write to the Hon. Secretary. We d o
not presume that everyone agrees with everything we p r i n t . I f you d i s a g r e e
about opinions expressed, why not wri te end t e l l u s ? (We w ou ld a l s o
welcome comments i n our f avour ! ) . I f there i s something happening to the
environment in your a r e a which has escaped our n o t i c e , p l e a s e l e t us know.

Anna B i r k s .
E d i t o r .


