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SEASON'S GREETINGS.
This Newsletter may reach you a f t e r the Christmas holiday and a t a time when
you a r e not fee l ing so f u l l o f cheer, with the dreary days o f winter to be got
t h r o u g h somehow! Your Execu t i ve Committee hope t h a t you had a ve ry happy
C h r i s t m a s a n d t h a t 1 9 8 5 w i l l b e a g o o d y e a r f o r a l l o u r m e m b e r s a n d a f fi l i a t e d
Soc i e t i e s . We look forward to your continued support during the yea r - i t
l o o k s a s i f we a r e g o i n g t o need i t more t h a n e v e r .

Ted Kearney. Chairman.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS.

Congratulations to the Chamber of Trade (and the Wycombe District Council), for
p r o v i d i n g l i g h t s f o r Chr i s tmas in the Town C e n t r e . The n o t i o n t o i n v i t e Howard
J o n e s to s w i t c h on the l i g h t s c e r t a i n l y s e t the town a l i g h t .
open top bus a l o n g t h e High S t r e e t and i n t o a crowded Frogmoor was e x c i t i n g and
showed the Wycombe people at t h e i r best, with people of a l l ages to greet their
pop s t a r and to a p p l a u d the s w i t e h i n g on o f the l i g h t s . And w h a t a r e l i e f t o
the Chamber o f Trade when t h e l i g h t s came on w i t h o u t a h i t c h ! T h e C h a m b e r
deserves p r a i s e f o r i t s perseverance, and so does the bus d r i v e r f o r avoiding
a l l the young fans who dodged peri lously i n f ron t of the bus! We hope that
l o c a l t r a d e r s w i l l b e n e fi t from a l l t h e i r e f f o r t s .

Jack S c r u t o n .

PLANNING.
New Bus S t a t i on and Multi-Storey Car Park .
A p p a r e n t l y we a r e n o t a l o n e i n o p p o s i t i o n to the p l a n s t o b u i l d a new Bus S t a t i o n
and M u l t i - S t o r e y Car Park beh ind the High S t r e e t . The B r i t i s h Legion i n S t .
Mary S t r e e t i s most a p p r e h e n s i v e a b o u t the impact which would be made on i t s
b u i l d i n g and o u t l o o k , and i s convinced t h a t the t o t a l e f f e c t w i l l be r u i n o u s .
The Liberal Club i s a lso worried, and we bel ieve the Prudential Insurance
Company i s a l s o r e s i s t i n g . A Compulsory P u r c h a s e O r d e r h a s been s u b m i t t e d by
the D i s t r i c t Council to the Department of the Environment, and a Public Inquiry
i s l i k e l y •
Green H111.
Between 6 th and 12 th November took p l a c e the impor tan t Pub l i c Inqu i ry concerning
Green H i l l , where J e a n e s Developments a r e hop ing t o b u i l d h o u s e s o n t h e b e a u t i f u l
slope running from Green Wood and Green Hi l l Wood down to the Hughenden Road.
Houses we may need, but not i n this p a r t o f the Chiltern Area of Natural Beauty,
and t h e a p p l i c a t i o n a r o u s e d fi e r c e o p p o s i t i o n from the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s and from
t h i s S o c i e t y i n s u p p o r t o f the Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l . I t was ensou rag ing to
see the l a rge number of local r es iden t s who at tended, some of whom spoke on
b e h a l f o f the Brands H i l l and Green H i l l R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s . + Two W a r d
Councillors, Councillors Secker and Sherwood, spent a great deal of time a t the
I n q u i r y i n s u p p o r t o f t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s .
The fi n a l d e c i s i o n w i l l be c r u c i a l , i n view o f the g r e a t impor tance and beau ty
o f t h e H u g h e n d e n V a l l e y . We m u s t a l l h o p e t h a t t h e I n s p e c t o r w i l l r e c o m m e n d
r e t u s a l o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n and t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e w i l l d i s m i s s t h e
A p p e a l .



Wesley C h u r c h , H a l l a n d M a n s e .
The Wesley Churcn, backed by a fi r m of d e v e l o p e r s , made a f u r t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n
to b u i l a an o f fi c e block on the r r i o r y Road s i t e , and i n the p r o c e s s to demol isn
t h e C h u r c h H a l l a n d M a n s e . From t h e p roceeds a new H a l l was p lanned and f u n a s
would be provided f o r long term maintenance, with of course subs tan t i a l reward
to t h e d e v e l o p e r s f o r b r i n g i n g i t a l l a b o u t .
We supported the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council i s t h e i r oppos i t ion to the proposals ,
and there were o ther bodies who were a l s o d i s tu rbed , including the Vic tor ian
S o c i e t y, the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society, the Bucks Housing
Association, and most of all the residents of Castle Place, who would have had
a f e a r f u l o u t l o o k i n the overpower ing p r e s e n c e o f a towering o f fi c e b l o c k and
e x t e r n a l c a r p a r k .

We apprec ia te t ha t the Wesleyans do have maintenance problems, but to at tempt
to s o l v e t h e s e i n the f a s h i o n proposed would have caused s e r i o u s problems.
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council r i g h t l y refused the a p p l i c a t i o n for overwhelming
r e a s o n s .

There is no doubt that a sens ib le and much wor th ie r so lu t i on would be t o
explore the poss ib i l i ty of housing, which is sorely needed near the Town Centre.
The money gained would not be so g r e a t , but the cont r ibu t ion to the Town's
w e l f a r e would b e s o much more b e n e fi c i a l .

I t i s surpris ing that the concern over maintenance voiced by the Church i s not
matched by s imp le p rudence . • dF o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e s e v e r a l s l a t e s h a v e b e e n
missing from the Hall roof , allowing a great deal of water to penetrate the
b u i l d i n g •

Wa l t e r K r a f t .

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT WEEK - 27th APRIL TO 6th MAY, 1985.
The Civic Trust has decided that i t i s time the Amenity movement came out of
the shadows and showed the people in each l o c a l i t y t h e kind of work carr ied out
by each S o c i e t y. There a re a 1000 or so Soc ie t ies , a l l playing a useful p a r t
in t h e i r communities, but i t i s doubtful i f people outside the movement have
much i d e a o f t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t s .

In o r d e r to bring this work to the notice of the whole country, the Civic Trust
has decided to ask a l l S o c i e t i e s to suppor t an Environment Week, from 27th April
t o 6th May, 1985. Your Committee f e e l s very s t rongly that we should support
t h i s campaign, which will probably be given prominence on T. V. , Radio and the
Nat iona l p r e s s .

We hope to s tage an Exhibition in the Public Library depicting the work of the
Society, and also arrange a display and activity on the Pann Mill s i te . We
hope to publish an i l lus t ra ted booklet about the Mill, giving an account of
i t s l o n g h i s t o r y . We a r e a l so planning a musical evening with supper i n the
Oak Room on Saturday, 4th May, which we hope will be well supported. We h a v e
ar ranged with the County A r c h i t e c t f o r the fl o o d l i g h t i n g o f the Hospice Ruins
to c e l e b r a t e both the 700th Town Anniversary of the Mayoralty and o f Environment
Week. We a r e h o p i n g t h a t t h e Bucks F r e e P r e s s w i l l look k i n d l y on o u r work
and g i v e gene rous cove rage .
We hope t h a t o u r members and a f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s w i l l he lp us to make the week
a g r e a t s u c c e s s . I f any members h a v e i d e a s a b o u t f u r t h e r ways o f c e l e b r a t i n g
the week, your Hon. Secre ta ry would be pleased to hear bou t them.
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PANN MILI - FLOUR OF THE WYE.
1984 was c e r t a i n l y a very good y e a r f o r t h e h e r i t a g e o f fl o u r m i l l i n g on t h e
R i v e r Wye. Pann M i l l , whose corn mi l l i ng h i s to ry s t a r t e d i n Saxon times,
had by June, 1984, received a splendid new bui ld ing with s u f fi c i e n t in ternal
space for winnowing, mil l ing, and sieving wholemeal fl o u r , together witn
i n t e r n a l s l u i c e ga t e con t ro l s , a s a c k h o i s t , and e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ion , a l l
I r o w t h e p o w e r u f w a t e r ! Th i s b u i l d i n g i s t h e fi r s t i m p o r t a n t s t e p towards
co rn and g r i s t m i l l i ng once more, o n t h i s unique m i l l s i t e . Marks and Spencer
ce lebra ted t h e i r centenary year i n High Wycombe by giving our town the mill
b u i l d i n g i n 1984, a i d e d wi th t ime ly fi n a n c i a l h e l p from t h e L o t t e r y Fund
administered by the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council, who own the s i t e .
Every weekend s ince the end of June, vo lunteers of the Society have made
c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s on t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e m i l l b u i l d i n g . His tor ic timbers,
m i l l p a r t s , and m a t e r i a l s f o r a temporary workshop have a r r i v e d i n p r e p a r a t i o n
f o r the time when internal r e s t o r a t i o n begins in earnes t . T h e W a t e r W h e e l i s
nea r ing c o m p l e t i o n o f the l ime s c a l e d e s c a l i n g s t a g e , and wi l l soon be ready
f o r "shot b l a s t i n g " , followed immediately by a modern pa in t system to p r o t e c t
the wheel in the y e a r s t o come. New paddles, new cast iron "starts", large
b o l t s and t h e i r n u t s , w i l l a l s o be needed to f u l l y r e s t o r e t h e 16 f o o t d i a m e t e r
u n d e r s h o t Water Wheel to i t s former g l o r y !

E s s e n t i a l m i l l w r i g h t i n g t o o l s have been p u r c h a s e s from a newly formed "Pann
Mill Fund". The A i r fl o w Community has p rov ided the i n i t i a t i v e by d o n a t i n g
€1000, and i s to be congratulated for this generosi ty, and in being the fi r s t
to come forward now that the machinery i s being res tored .
We w i l l always need money, but o the r Companies and ind iv idua l s a r e helping with
t h e o f f e r o f m a t e r i a l s a n d s e r v i c e s f r e e o f c h a r g e . "Barnes Branch", of Brook
St ree t , have delivered English oak timbers fo r a new water wheel s lu ice gate,
and I son too l Company, of Baker S t r e e t , a re supplying the s t a i n l e s s s t e e l t i e
b a r s a n d a s s o c i a t e d b l o c k s and w a s h e r s . Even an Enfie ld , Middlesex, Company
c a l l e d "County and C a p i c a l Meta l s L t d . " has s u p p l i e d the s t a i n l e s s w a t e r b a r
mater ia l f r ee of charge. All money, ma t e r i a l s and se rv ices donated w i l l
r ece ive f u l l a c c r e d i t a t i o n in the form of a permanent display fo r v i s i t o r s to
s e e i n s i d e the completed m i l l .

Christopher Wallis of the Chiltern Society, has been of enormous help to the
r e s t o r a t i o n , with generous g i f t s of h i s t o r i c timbers, mi l l ing p a r t s , workshop
mater ia l s , and not l e a s t his time! This i n s p i t e of heavy commitments in
r e s t o r i n g many h i s t o r i c m i l l s t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y.

F ina l ly, whi ls t 1984 was a very good year for Pann Mill, the top priori ty for
1985 will be the e rec t ion of a temporary workshop c lose t o t h e Thames Water
Pumping S t a t i o n on the m i l l i s l a n d . I f a n y High Wycombe S o c i e t y member w i s h e s
to share the p r i v i l e g e of r e s t o r i n g Pann Will , then he or she can do no b e t t e r
than h e l p to e r e c t t h i s workshop soon. So p l e a s e dont h e s i t a t e to phone High
Wycombe 37242 and a s k f o r B r i a n !

B r i a n   H o n e s s .

SPRING NEWSLETTER.
I f any members o f A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s have any a r t i c l e s o r o t h e r m a t e r i a l
for our Spring Newsletter, please send i t to reach our Editor by 15th March,
1985. The a d d r e s s i s :

Anna Birks , Inver Farm, Radnage, Bledlow Ridge, Bucks.
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CIVIC TRUST AWARD SITE.
We w o u l d b e r e m i s s i f we f a i l e d t o c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l f o r
i t s e f fi c i e n c y i n r e - i n s t a t i n g the C i v i c T r u s t Award s i t e by the s i d e o f
t h e C o u n c i l o f fi c e s . Indeed i t gives us great pleasure to do so, as i t s
f o r m e r d e l i g h t f u l appeal i s a l m o s t comple te ly r e g a i n e d .

The p r o v i s i o n o f an a c c e s s road t o t h e r e a r o f t h e Council o f fi c e s was a
n e c e s s i t y, Council o f fi c i a l s f e l t , f o r the s a f e t r a n s f e r o f cash to
s e c u r i t y v e h i c l e s , and t h e new b r i c k road has been s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y
d e s i g n e d . Perhaps the metal p o l e s a r e r a t h e r u n s i g h t l y , but t h e
moto r ing p u b l i c needs to be p r e v e n t e d from t r a n s g r e s s i n g .

Could we s i m u l t a n e o u s l y award o u r s e l v e s a pa t on the back f o r the
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h i s p a r t o f the award scheme a r e a ? We f e e l t h a t i t i s
due i n no s m a l l way t o o u r e f f o r t s t h a t the t u r f h a s been r e l a i d . S o m e
members o f t h e Counci l t h o u g h t i t would be a good idea t o p u t the whole
area under hard s u r f a c i n , for ex t ra car parking. But the Soc ie ty ' s
de te rmined r e s i s t a n c e to each new p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n p layed a l a r g e
par t in persuading the Planning Committee that the s i t e must not be used
as a Car Park, and ensured tha t the green grass returned.

Anna B i r k s .

FUTURE PROGRAMME.
P l e a s e make a n o t e o f t h e s e i n y o u r d i a r y and g i v e them a s much s u p p o r t
a s p o s s i b l e .

Wednesday, 23rd January,
1985. 8 p.m. i n the
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hal l ,
S t . Mary S t r e e t .

Tuesday, 23rd April, 1985.
7 . 4 5 p.m. i n t h e Royal B r i t i s h
Legion Hal l , St . Mary S t r e e t .
Saturday, 16th March, 1985
t o Saturday, 30th March,
1985, i n the Guildhall,
High Wycombe.

S a t u r d a y, 27th A p r i l , 1985 to
Monday, 6th May, 1985.

Tuesday, l l t h June, 1985, i n
the Royal Br i t i sh Legion Hall ,
St . Mary S t r e e t , a t 8 p.m.
At a d a t e t o b e a r r a n g e d -
p o s s i b l y i n September o r
October, 1985.

Ron S i m s .

Mike F a r l e y, County F i e l d A r c h a e o l o g i s t .
An i l l u s t r a t e d l e c t u r e looking a t r ecen t
d iscover ies of the County's buried pas t .

Annual Genera l Meet ing o f the S o c i e t y.
To be followed by musical enter ta inment .
Ref re shmen t s a v a i l a b l e .
Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l E x h i b i t i o n f r o m 1 0
a.m. to 6 p.m. d a i l y except Sunday. T o
ce lebra te 700th Anniversary of Town's
Mayoralty. (At the moment there i s some
u n c e r t a i n t y c o n c e r n i n g p r o v i s i o n o f s c r e e n s ) .
National Environment Week with a va r i e ty of
a c t i v i t i e s . F u r t h e r d e t a i l s i n t h i s
Newsle t te r and l a t e r .
Brian Williamson, Field O f fi c e r of the
B. B.O,N.T., will g i v e an i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k
a b o u t B.B.O.N.T. and i t s R e s e r v e s .

Edward C u l l i n a n , we l l known a r c h i t e c t , w i l l
t a l k a b o u t h i s w o r k a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e i n

g e n e r a l . F u r t h e r d e t a i l s l a t e r .


