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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our Annual General Meeting was he ld in t h e Royal B r i t i s h Legion Ha l l
on Tuesday, 23rd April. The r e p o r t s o f t h e Hon. S e c r e t a r y and Hon.
I r e a s u r e r were d i s t r i b u t e d and accepted by the members, as were the
changes proposed for t h e increase in subscription r a t e s , de t a i l s of
which wi l l be sent to a l l our members and a f fi l i a t e d Associations•

Tributes were paid to t h e work of Mr. Connor Wilson, our re t i r ing
Pres ident , and his wife Nancy. I t was f e l t by a l l the members t h a t
the S o c i e t y was s u f f e r i n g a g r e a t l o s s .

A t t e n t i o n was drawn to the f a c t t h a t the Hon. S e c r e t a r y cou ld o n l y se rve
f o r a l i m i t e d p e r i o d and t h a t t h e r e was u rg e n t need to fi n d a s u c c e s s o r.
The p r o b l e m would be e a s e d i f the Soc ie ty could a l s o fi n d a P l ann ing
Secre ta ry and Programme S e c r e t a r y.

The f o l l o w i n g O f fi c e r s and Committee members were e l e c t e d .

Vice-Presidents: Miss Marjorie Nash and Councillor Mrs. K. Peatey, J .P.
Chairman: Mr. E. Kearney

Vi c e - C h a i r m a n : M r s . E. Roe

Hon. S e c r e t a r y : Mr. J . Sc ru ton

Hon. Tr e a s u r e r : Mr. K. Atack

M e m b e r s o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e :

M r s . A. Woodward
Mrs. M. King
M r s . J . Tu l l y
Mrs . J . A b r a h a l l
M r s . A. B i r k s

Mr. R. R i p p i n g t o n
Mr. R. Sims
Mr. R. Lawson
Mr. B. Honess
Mr. J . Gore

A t r i b u t e was p a i d t o Mr. M. B a r n e t t f o r h i s work on the Committee. He
now l i v e s in Henley and has t h e r e f o r e had t o leave t h e Committee.

After the business meeting, the Alexanders (Frances, Eric and Phillip) and
t h e i r f r i e n d s e n t e r t a i n e d w i t h music and songs , and s a t i r i c a l v e r s e - a
p l e a s a n t c o n t r a s t t o t h e s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s which had gone b e f o r e .

Ted Kearney. Chairman.



2 The E n t e r t a i n e r
(Rag Time Two Step)
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C I V I C TRUST SCOTT JOPLIN
Arr. and adapted by GUNTHER SCHULLER
Simplified Arr. by DAVID CARR GLOVER

G7NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTW E E K .

MUSICAL EVENING.
T h i s t o o k place on 4th June, in t h e Oak Room, and was successful because
o f t h e v a l i a n t e f f o r t s o f s o m e o f o u r m e m b e r s a n d t h e W e l l e s b o u r n M u s i c
G r o u p . We invited a number of guests, and these were introduced by our
P r e s i d e n t , Mr. Connor Wi lson . He welcomed t h e fi r s t E n v i r o n m e n t Week and
the f a c t t he t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the Civic Trus t were p resen t . C o u n c i l l o rSydney Goulborn, Chairman of the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council, CouncillorM r S . Betty Bar ra t t our Town Mayor, and Ray Whitney, M.P., spoke about the
need fo r a S o c i e t y such a s o u r s , which had earned a p l ace in the l o c a l
c o m m u n i t y.

T h i s

t r i b u t e to Mr. Wilson's g rea t work as Pres iden t . A bouquet was p r e s e n t e dto h is wife, Nancy Wilson, for her wonderful support .
Another p l e a s a n t event was the p r e s e n t a t i o n by the Midland Bank of a chequefor £500 to mark National Environment Week, the money to be used for thePann Mill p r o j e c t . The cheque was presented by Ken Atack, the High WycombeMidland Bank Manager, who is a l s o our Tr e a s u r e r.

Many people helped, but we would l i k e to g ive spec ia l thanks to L o t t i eKearney, Diana Stone, Barbara Rippington, Lesley Wasley and Pat Thacker f o r -providing the food, and to other good ladies who made s a l a d s .
•

Our Master of Ceremonies, Roger Lawson, ensured tha t the evening ran Y
smooth ly, wi th h i s usual e f fi c i e n t a n d c h e e r f u l m a n n e r .

PROVISIONS.

Husbands, wives a n d children, from a l l parts of Wycombe,
Rushing t o the Oak Room, on Saturday n igh t ,With car l oads o f ga teaux ,

Lasagne and Crockery,
Garlic bread, tableware - my, what a sight!

S a l a d s and pot p l a n t s , coming from t h e B r y a n t s ,
Covered in c l i n g film, by the kitchen door,

With tables of cutlery,
V i n a i g r e t t e and p u d d i n g s ,

A hundred p a t s o f b u t t e r - w i l l we need some more?

Freshly-baked bread r o l l s , set out on tea trays,
F r e s h f r u i t s a l a d and smal l p a p e r p l a t e s ,

W i t hbowls of t r i fl e ,
B e e r , w i n e a n d c o c k t a i l s ,

M . P. , Mayor a n d M e m b e r s - a l l f o r y o u a w a i t s !

"An O rg a n i s e r " .
(With apo log ies to John M a s e fi e l d ) .

Fm

Fine

28220
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We mounted a small Exh ib i t i on in the L ib ra ry, showing the var ious a c t i v i t i e s
o f the S o c i e t y. This proved to be very success fu l , as i t was eye-catching
and could be s t u d i e d in a very s h o r t t ime. We u s e d o u r own s c r e e n s a n d
b u i l t a b o x - l i k e s t r u c t u r e a f t e r some h a i r - r a i s i n g p r e l i m i n a r i e s , wi th p a r t s
of the s t r u c t u r e unwilling to take p a r t , and fl y i n g off in various d i r ec t i ons .
However, t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f E l i z a b e t h Williams, Myra King und Gerald White
a n d t h e L i b r a r y masking t a p e - t r iumphed i n the end! O u r t h a n k s t o I v a n
Sperkes, Librariun, and h i s s t a f f . A n n i e Woodward .

( P. S . As s h e w r o t e the a r t i c l e , Annie was u n a b l e to men t ion h e r own v e r y
considerable contr ibut ion. p e r s i s t e n c e overcame many d i f fi c u l t i e s
and e n s u r e d t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e M u s i c a l E v e n i n g ) . E d i t o r .

PANN M I L DISPLAY.

To coincide with t h e end of National Environment Week, Pann Mill was open to
v i s i t o r s on Monday, 6th May. A small e x h i b i t i o n was mounted wi th the a i d o f
a s c r e e n from Marks and Spencer, and great in te res t was shown by the public
and p a r t i e s o f s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . Br ian Honess was most i n s p i r i n g to the
children, who learnt about their local heritage.

Myra King•

PANN M I I PROJECT.

Working p a r t i e s a r e c o n t i n u i n g , to e r e c t a temporary workshop on t h e m i l l
i s l and , i n which to r e s t o r e machinery fo r the future mi l l ing process.
O f f e r s o f v o l u n t e e r l a b o u r would be mos t welcome. P lease c o n t a c t Roger
Lawson (High Wycombe 28047) or Myra King (High Wycombe 23968).

Many thanks to R i t a and Alan H i l l i n t h e k i o s k a d j a c e n t to Pann Mill f o r
p r o v i d i n g c o n c e s s i o n a r y r e f r e s h m e n t s f o r the w o r k e r s .

I . C . I . ( P a i n t s ) o f Slough have k i n d l y donated m a t e r i a l s for the weather-
proofing of the workshop. We are most g ra te fu l , as th is avoids "dipping in"
t o t h e Pann M i l l f u n d .

The Water Board ' s new channel was t e s t e d and found to g i v e a s u f fi c i e n t fl o w
o f w a t e r to t u r n the wheel . Opening and c l o s i n g t h e new s l u i c e s y s t e m was
found to be d i f fi c u l t , heavy and a wet experience.

Myra K i n g .
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Wa t e r ' s Edge Campaign

During 1984 the Water 's Edge Campaign was launched
to s t imula te i n t e r e s t in r i v e r s , streams and other
watery features , and in part icular the banks and
e d g e s o f t h e s e w h i c h a r e so v u l n e r a b l e . We s u p p o r t e d
the campaign wi th o u r River Wye E x h i b i t i o n , the Pann
M i l l p r o j e c t anc. t h e i n t e r e s t shown in o u r Wa t e r
T r a i l .

The U.K. National Committee, wishing to show recog-
n i t i o n and appreciation, has decided to award a
C e r t i fi c a t e o f M e r i t t o p a r t i c i p a n t s a n d o n e o f them
h a s been a w a r d e d to t h e S o c i e t y . The o r g a n i s e r s o f
t h e campaign hope t h a t p r a c t i c a l improvement sohemes
and projects will continue in 1985 and beyond, and we
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o g ive o u r s u p p o r t in f u t u r e .

J . Scruton

The Waters Edge
European
Campaign

PLANNING

G r e e n H i l l

The Appeal against the Council's refusal to allow the planning application
submi t t ed by J e a n e s Developments led to a P u b l i c I n q u i r y t h e r e s u l t o f
which has been pub l i shed r e c e n t l y . The I n s p e c t o r c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e
envi ronmenta l q u a l i t y o f the a r e a and i t s s i g n i fi c a n c e f o r the b e a u t i f u l
Hughenden Val ley was o f g r e a t e r importance than t h e submiss ions made
by the developer, and he recommended a refusa l . He s t a t e s , "I have no
reason to disagree with the opinion that i t is the best unspoiled valley
in the v i c i n i t y of the town, p a r t i c u l a r l y a s much o f t h e e a r l i e r deve lop-
ment of High Wycombe extended along the main val ley that contains the
London-Oxford Road." The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e agreed with h i s o p i n i o n s
and recommendation, and dismissed the Appeal.

He would l i k e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e Miss J. Thomas, Senior Assistant So l ic i to r
o f the Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council f o r t h e way s h e p r e s e n t e d t h e C o u n c i l ' s
case, and also her witnesses, Mr. Melvin, Mr. Frost , and Mr. Hennessy
(County Engineer 's Dept). A number of o rgan isa t ions supported the D i s t r i c t
Council, including the High Nycombe Society. We managed to be t h e r e th rough-
o u t t h e week and f e e l t h a t o u r e f f o r t s were o f h e l p t o t h e C o u n c i l . I t w a s
e n c o u r a g i n g t o s e e many l o c a l r e s i d e n t s p r e s e n t and w i l l i n g to s p e a k . T h e
Brands Hi l l and Green Hil l Residents' Association, and many o t h e r s , a r e o v e r -
joyed about the r e s u l t , but also very conscious of the need for constant
v i g i l a n c e in the event o f f u r t h e r a t t e m p t s to develop t h e l a n d .

The In spec to r ' s r epor t r e f e r s to the high level of permissions for
employment-generating uses which add to the local need for housing, masked
by u n d e r - o c c u p a t i o n . The Council r e a l l y must stop p l a y i n g Fa the r Chr i s tmas
to s p e c u l a t o r s w i sh ing to add t o o u r s t o c k o f empty o f fi c e s .

J a c k S c r u t o n
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I t ' s That Bus Stat ion Again!
A cloud hangs over the Conservation Area, probably the darkest in i t s
history - the Council's plan to build a bus garage, and on top of i t
a multi-storey car park, at the rear of the High S t ree t .

What is planned is a large s tee l and concrete s t r u c t u r e , about 50 f ee t high,
v i s ib l e from a fa r, an incongruous backdrop to the High Street and i t s
l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s . By v i r tue o f i t s s i z e , height , and pos i t ion , i t would
dominate the scene. Bus garages and mul t i -s torey ca r parks a re , by thei r
nature and however well designed, most u n a t t r a c t i v e . They should be tucked
away d i sc ree t ly, and not displayed blatantly as the most conspicuous
f e a t u r e o f a C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a .
smaller o f fi c e block on the s i t e were re jec ted ( i n t e r a l i a ) on environmental
g r o u n d s . What a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t a p p r o p r i a t e to a Conse rva t ion Area does
a b u s s t a t i o n and m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r park p o s s e s s which an o f fi c e b l o c k l a c k s ?
what i s happening?

Do we need a m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r pa rk a t the r e a r o f the High S t r e e t ? Leaving
aside the thorny question of whether we need any more car parks, i t seems
c l e a r t ha t no one would have chosen such an u n s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n , un less he
was looking very hard for something to put on top of the new bus garage.
There are admittedly few o ther things one can put on top of a bus garage.

Do we need a new bus s ta t ion a t the rear of the High Street? The answer i s
an emphat ic ' N o ' . The p r e s e n t bus s t a t i o n a t Newlands i s b e t t e r loca ted
t h a n t h e new b u s s t a t i o n would b e . I t was e x p r e s s l y planned a s p a r t o f the
Octagon Shopping Centre (which has the Main Post Office amongst i t s tenants)
so t h a t t r a v e l l e r s could do much of t h e b u s i n e s s unde r c o v e r. Moving the bus
s t a t i o n would d i s r u p t t h i s f a c i l i t y .
n e a r e r   t o   N e w l a n d s   t h a n   t o   t h eit to to nor or oneMost o f the shops and s u p e r m a r k e t s a r e

r e a r o f the High S t r e e t . The number o f
e x c e p t i o n s i s r e l a t i v e l y s m e l l . To move t h e b u s s t a t i o n ' f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e
of shoppers' would be standing the facts on their heads. The railway station
would be marginally nearer to the High Street , but th is is outweighed by the
fact that Crendon Street (or Corporation Street) are so much steeper than
Queens ' Square and C a s t l e S t r e e t .

The only po in t on which I ag ree wi th the Council i s t h a t the s i t e a t the rear
of the High Street is at present ' unde r-u t i l i s ed ' . This offers a splendid
o p p o r t u n i t y t o develop i t i n a way t h a t would enhance the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s o f
the Conserva t ion Area. I t would be ideal for some housing, offering wel l -
s ec luded homes r i g h t in the town c e n t r e . I t would be i d e a l f o r some w e l l -
designed, carefully chosen spec i a l i s t shops , which a r e needed.

a r i v e r walk a l o n g the much abused Hye. I t is a unique o p p o r t u n i t y f o r
imag ina t i ve development . Th i s makes i t doubly r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t the Council
b o t h wan t t o th row away this opportunity, and moreover have chosen t h i s very
s i t e to build, of all things, a bus station and m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r pa rk .
clouds pass, and d isperse . L e t u s hope t h a t t h i s one w i l l . The High Soc ie ty
is doing i t s b e s t t o h e l p i t a l o n g .

V a l t e r   K r a f t
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H i s t o r i c Bu i ld ings Group

Our Hon. Secretary a t a recent m e e t i n g
o f the S o c i e t y e x p r e s s e d concern t h a t
among o t h e r t h i n g s t h e f o r m e r H i s t o r i c
Bu i ld ings Group had n o t met fo r some-
time, anc. to a l l in ten ts and purposes
w a s i n a c t i v e . Now t h a t t h e Hycombe
History Society has been wound up,
t h i s a p p e a r s t o be an a p p r o p r i a t e
t i m e t o r e k i n d l e i n t e r e s t i n L o c a l
H i s t o r y ; to r e s t a r t , and more p a r t i -
c u l a r l y t o widen the sphere of the
H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s Group to embrace
a l l aspects of Local History as well
a s t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o u r h e r i t a g e .

With this in mind, I would invite
m e m b e r s t o c o n t a c t me b y l e t t e r o r
telephone (evenings only) as to
w h e t h e r t h e y w o u l d be i n t e r e s t e d i n
j o i n i n g the new His to ry and H e r i t a g e
G r o u p • With a smal l number we might
i n i t i a l l y meet a t the home o f a member

a n d a s m e m b e r s h i p g r o w s and. s p e a k e r s
a r e booked meet a t the F r i e n d s !
Meeting House.

Simon de Montfort (1209-65)

Please contact me: Derek Woods, 19 Adelaide Road, High lycombe, Bucks
Telephone High lycombe 20284

FUTURE PROGRAMME
Saturday l s t June 1985

Tuesday 1 l th June 1985 in t h e Royal
Brit ish Legion Hall, St. Mary St,
High Wycombe at 8 pm.

Sunday 30th June 1985. C a r n i v a l
P r o c e s s i o n from Mill End Road to the
Rye s t a r t i n g a t 2.30 pm, with Fun Fair
and s t a l l s on t h e Rye a f t e r w a r d s .

Fr iday 11th October 1985 i n the Royal
Br i t i sh Legion Hal l , St. Mary St,
High Wycombe a t 8 pm.

Canal T r i p . Now f u l l y booked.

Brian Williamson, Field Officer of
B.B.O.N.T. will give an i l l u s t r a t e d
t a l k a b o u t B . B . O . N . T. a n d i t s
R e s e r v e s .

Members o f the S o c i e t y w i l l be t a k i n g
part in the procession, and the Pann
Mill s i t e wi l l be open t o the p u b l i c
with s t a l l s and r e f r e s h m e n t s f o r s a l e .

Edward C u l l i n a n , one o f B r i t a i n ' s
most famous architects, will give
a n i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k .

GIFT FROM MR. L.J. ASHFORD

Mr. L.J. Ashford, author of the 'History of High Wycombe', has very kindly
d o n a t e d a m i n t copy o f h i s w o n d e r f u l comprehens ive book t o the S o c i e t y in
r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 700 y e a r s o f t h e t o w n ' s M a y o r a l t y and o u r e x h i b i t i o n in
the Guild Hall in March. He has suggested. t h a t we may wish to s e l l i t to
r a i s e funds f o r t h e S o c i e t y, and he w i l l s i g n i t a p p r o p r i a t e l y f o r i t s new
o w n e r . Second-hand copies of t h i s book are fetching £30 plus, and i f any
member is interested in acquiring i t , please contact Jack Scruton (Hon. Sec.)
If i t remains unsold, we may auction or raffle i t at our next social function.In the meantime, we e x t e n d o u r w a r m e s t t h a n k s to Mr. A s h f o r d f o r h i s k i n d t h o u g h t .


