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L i g   P l a m i n g
HOUSING IN JIGH WYCOMBE AND DISTRICT - A PLEA FOR HELP

As our Members and A f fi l i a t e d Soc ie t i e s w i l l no doubt know, the Secretary
of S t a t e s t i l l wishes to impose 2700 e x t r a houses on South 3ucks, w i th
the Wycombe D i s t r i c t a l l o t t e d t h e l i o n ' s s h a r e o f 1800. This proposal
has been made d e s p i t e the s t r o n g recommendation to reduce the n u m b e r t o
2000 made by t h e P a n e l i n t h e i r r e p o r t o f t h e d e t a i l e d E x a m i n a t i o n in
P u b l i c , which was h e l d in F e b r u a r y 1983. At t h i s Examina t ion the High
Wycombe Society was o n e of 700 objectors to the additional housing, andthese included the County and Wycombe Di s t r i c t Councils, and many other
organ i sa t ions . The Secretary of State admits that the addi t ional 2700
houses will r e s u l t i n the l o s s of green fi e l d s i t e s , but considers th i s• of con 1108 tes
of l e s s impor tance than t h e encouragement o f p r i v a t e ownership in p l a c e s
where p e o p l e wish to l i v e . This i s a dangerous ph i losophy in a p l ace l i k e
South Bucks, which i s under tremendous pressure and should c lea r ly be an
area of g r e a t r e s t r a i n t . What i t r e a l l y amounts to i s the re luc tance of
any M i n i s t e r to admi t he might be wrong. The Panel was a d i s t i n g u i s h e d
one and t h e i r du ty was c a r r i e d out i n the most d e m o c r a t i c manner p o s s i b l e .
To r e f u s e t o a g r e e wi th the most i m p o r t a n t recommendation made by the Panel
makes a f a r c e o f the democra t i c p r o c e s s .

This i s a m a t t e r o f g r e a t concern to a l l t hose l i v i n g in Wycombe and D i s t r i c t
and we a s k f o r the support of a l l our members and A f fi l i a t e d Socie t ies inour e f f o r t s t o c o n v i n c e t h e Sec re t a ry of S t a t e t h a t the Panel was r i g h t .Although r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a r e supposed to be s e n t by 1st October, the D. of E.
has stated that a few days grace will be permitted, so please hurry.
The a d d r e s s t o w r i t e t o i s :

Regional Director,
D e p a r t m e n t of the Environment,

C h a r l e s House,
375 Kensington High S t r e e t ,

L o n d o n W14 80H

q u o t i n g r e f e r e n c e E1 /5044 /490 /3

Ted K e a r n e y
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I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e i s a new o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n s i d e r the f u t u r e o f our Town
Centre now that the o r i g i n a l s t ra tegy is in some d i s a r r a y. The w i t h d r a w a l o f
the Bus Company from the plan to r e l o c a t e t h e Bus S t a t i o n b e h i n d t h e H i g h
Street must be a severe blow to the D i s t r i c t Council, but i t s disappointment i s
not shared by large numbers of local people. The Town Centre Strategy document
was really thrust upon the town without any real or widespread public discussion,
and we hope that much g rea t e r general involvement will be sought in the
p r e p a r a t i o n o f fu tu re p l a n s .

Before t h e u n f o r t u n a t e combina t ion o f Bus S t a t i o n and M u l t i - s t o r e y Car Park
was proposed, the D i s t r i c t Council had made a very d i f f e r e n t p r o p o s a l i n an
unpub l i shed Draft Long Term S t r a t e g y S t a t emen t . In t h i s t h e p l a n f o r t h e s i t e
behind t h e High S t r e e t was c o n s i d e r e d . I t was s t a t e d t h a t ' t h e development o f
the area, South o f t h e High S t r e e t makes a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the town, and.
in addition to the public parking mentioned (before) the civic/community complex
should also be promoted in th i s area which adjoins the e x i s t i n g l i b r a r y and town
ha l l . This complex should include an element of special ised small scale shopping
a n d should, i f poss ib le , incorporate a centre for the v isual and performing a r t s ,
and be c a r e f u l l y in tegra ted with the High S t ree t environmental improvement
scheme, so a s to ach ieve a development t h a t w i l l r e - i n f o r c e and enhance the
s t a t u s of the h i s t o r i c part of the town c e n t r e ' .

This admirable plan was put aside when there was f e l t to be a need to use the
e x i s t i n g bus s t a t i o n for large departmental s t o r e s , and the s i t e to the south
o f t h e High S t r e e t s a c r i fi c e d f o r a new bus s t a t i o n and m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r p a r k .

The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l i s a n x i o u s t o b u i l d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e Ar t s C e n t r e and t h i s
deserves widespread support, although we have heard dis turbing rumours that the
p r e s e n t L ibra ry b u i l d i n g i s t h r e a t e n e d and the Town Hall i s t o be invaded.
Certainly the town needs ex t r a Library f a c i l i t i e s , but there is surely scope
for considerable ex t r a space without removing a f ami l i a r bui ld ing which fi t s
in very well wi th t h e o t h e r Civic b u i l d i n g s . In the Town Centre S t r a t e g y
Document t h e r e was no men t ion o f any i n t e r f e r e n c e wi th t h e L i b r a r y o r t h e Town
H a l l .

The one o b s t a c l e to a c h i e v i n g g r e a t t h i n g s on a supe rb s i t e i s the p r e s e n t
d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e C o u n c i l t o b u i l d a m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r park - something
a l t o g e t h e r a t odds w i t h the need to r e - i n f o r c e and enhance the s t a t u s o f the
h i s t o r i c p a r t o f t h e town c e n t r e .

J a c k S c r u t o n

No Second Golf Course f o r High ilycombe
Cows may s a f e l y graze on Church Farm, Hughenden Va l l e y, and on Naphill Farm,
Naphil l , a t l e a s t f o r the time being. The f a c t t h a t d a i r y farming i s no l o n g e r
a s p r o fi t a b l e a s i t was un t i l r ecen t ly, with bu t t e r mountains and milk lakes ,
was c o n s i d e r e d an i n a d e q u a t e reason f o r t u r n i n g 195 a c r e s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l land
in to a Golf Course in compet i t ion with the Counc i l ' s own Golf Course.

The Planning O f fi c e r ' s report to the Planning Committee ran into 9 pages, and
so, t h i s was only a br ie f summary. Thus, 2 l e t t e r s from the High lycombe

were compressed, very f a i r l y , to a mere 7 l i n e s . There had been 298
o t h e r l e t t e r s o f o p p o s i t i o n , a p a r t from r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , a l l more o r l ess
unfavourable from the Hughenden Parish Council, County Engineer, County
Planning Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, National Farmers Union, National
Trust, Ramblers Association, C.P.R.E., and the Chiltern Society.
The a p p l i c a t i o n was r e f u s e d because the p r o p o s a l would be d e t r i m e n t a l to the
c h a r a c t e r a n d a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e C h i l t e r n Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,and no evidence had been adduced to j u s t i fy the loss of ag r i cu l tu ra l land.

Wa l t e r K r a f t
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Ca rn iva l Day

Sunday 30th June, and the morning sees o u r Hon. Sec. and C h a i r m a n in Nest
Wycombe vil lage transforming a horse and car t into an olde worlde haywain.
With an expert piece of carpentry by Colin Adams, decorations by Elizabeth
Robins and le t t e r ing by Krystyna, it soon looks admirable. A quick pint of
Guinness a t the Swan f o r Sammy t h e h o r s e and he i s r eady to pu l l o u r entry
in the C a r n i v a l p r o c e s s i o n . The entourage leaves f o r Mill End Road.

Owen Hudson, the owner of the horse and c a r t , and his fr iend Joan dress up as
C a v a l i e r and C i n d e r e l l a and a r e joined by Roger Lawson as l 6 t h Century n o b l e -
man, young Paul Honess as Robin Hood, Elizabeth Williams, Myra King and
Frances Wil l iams a s s e r v i n g wenches. T h e costumes were kindly h i r e d t o us
by J o l l i f f e ' s o f Marlow a t s p e c i a l d i s c o u n t ) . The p rocess ion s e t s o f f a t
2 o'clock, we bring up the rear in case Sammy leaves a memento on the road.

At the Rye, fi n a l dest inat ion of the procession, great a c t i v i t y is t a k i n g
place a t Pann Mi l l . E x p l o i t i n g our e x c e l l e n t l oca t ion , a team of members
se l l homemade cakes and squash (kindly donated by Marks and Spencers) and
draw the publ ic ' s a t ten t ion to the mill. They are dressed as mil lers in
clothing donated by Rank Hovis McDougal, and we also have sacks of s t o n e g r o u n d
fl o u r to s e l l d o n a t e d by P i t s t o n e Farm. de take £170 which leaves us a p r o fi t
of £130 a f t e r expenses, and th i s goes to the Pann Mill Project. A large sack
o f o a t s is Sammy's reward .

The s t a l l s , a rena e v e n t s and f u n f a i r on the Rye a l l added to the exc i t emen t
of the best Carnival day ever seen i n lycombe, held in celebration of the 700
y e a r s o f the Mayora l ty. I t was undoub ted ly a g r e a t succes s for a l l concerned
not l e a s t because o f the e x c e l l e n t wea the r. Our s p e c i a l t h a n k s to Owen
Hudson f o r h i s h o r s e and c a r t - what would we have done w i t h o u t him!

HICHOWICOMBE

I l l u s t r a t i o n by E l i z a b e t h Wi l l i ams
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L i t t l e Boxes

I t h a s long been a s o u r c e o f amusement to me to s e e how when houses change
hands t h e y f r e q u e n t l y change c h a r a c t e r too. Ex t ens ions a r e added
outwards or upwards, sometimes in both d i r e c t i o n s , f r o n t doors a re changed,
porches s tuck on, windows are a l t e r e d and, worst of a l l , stone cladding
a p p e a r s . Whi l s t t h i s can be seen a s an e x p r e s s i o n of the new owners wish
t o impose h i s / h e r p e r s o n a l i t y on the dwelling, the change is of ten so great
that I wonder what appealed to them about i t in the fi r s t place. Almost
invariably the house looks s o r r i e r for the change, ' t a r t ed up' in accessories
i t w a s n ' t m a d e f o r a n d d o e s n ' t q u i t e k n o w h o w to wear, ou t o f sympathy wi th
i t s neighbours and embarrassedly self-conscious, especial ly in terraces.
Apologising f o r i t s owners lack of understanding, i t evokes p i t y.

This y e a r ' s Vi c t o r i a n S o c i e t y Annual p u b l i s h e s an a r t i c l e by Roger France ,
t u t o r in Urban Conservat ion a t Oxford Po ly technic , who w r i t e s with deep
concern a t what he c a l l s 'permit ted development or permitted d e s t r u c t i o n ' .
Character of places, he says, i s defined by a conglomeration of de ta i l -
fences, porches, cobbled su r f aces , building ma te r i a l s , in the same way that
people are defined by complexion of the i r skin, character of the i r wrinkles
and their h a i r s t y l e , r a t h e r than by the shape of t h e i r skeleton.

This d e t a i l on b u i l d i n g s i s exempt from plann ing c o n t r o l . I t i s p e r m i t t e d
under the General Development Order, schedule 1 of Ar t i c l e 3. H e r e a r e l i s t e d
23 categories where works of development can take place without planning
consen t i n c l u d i n g , i n the ca se o f d w e l l i n g houses :
up to a maximum of 15% of the cubic content of the o r ig ina l house (or up to
10% f o r t e r r a c e d h o u s e s )
the e r e c t i o n o f porches up to 2 squa re m e t r e s i n a r e a
v e h i c l e h a r d s t a n d i n g s
b u i l d i n g s o r e n c l o s u r e s i n c i d e n t a l to the enjoyment o f the d w e l l i n g house -
(how i s t h i s d e fi n e d ? )

T h e r e f o r e t h i s tacky b u i l d i n g development t a k e s p l a c e . Tacky because i t i s
r a r e l y u n d e r t a k e n by q u a l i fi e d a r c h i t e c t s o r d e s i g n e r s . I t i s u s u a l l y done
by small builders, 'cowboys' or do-it-yourself enthusiasts, and both the
qual i ty of the ma te r i a l s and the workmanship are quest ionable . And there i s
a lack o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . S tone c l a d d i n g i s c a u s i n g d i s q u i e t i n some a r e a s .
Lambeth Counci l has r e c e n t l y warned h o u s e h o l d e r s t h a t i t can s e r i o u s l y damage
t h e i r houses, reduce t h e i r value and ruin the look of the s t r e e t , point ing out
that water can penetrate the j o i n t s , freeze and force off the cladding, as
w e l l a s i n c r e a s e t h e r i s k o f d r y r o t . I s l i n g t o n has warned s i m i l a r l y .

However, i f the l o c a l au tho r i t y f e e l s , or i s persuaded s u f fi c i e n t l y , they can
a c t under an A r t i c l e 4 D i r e c t i o n . A r t i c l e 3 s p e c i fi e s ' i f . . . the S e c r e t a r y
of S t a t e o r t h e . . . l o c a l p l a n n i n g a u t h o r i t y i s s a t i s fi e d . . . t h a t development

c o n t i n u e d n e x t p a g e . . . .
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s h o u l d n o t b e c a r r i e d o u t i n a n y p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . . . u n l e s s pe rmiss ion i s
g r a n t e d . . . t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e o r t h e . . . local p l ann ing a u t h o r i t y m a y
d i rec t that the permission granted by Art icle 3 . . . shall not apply . . . '

Local P l a n n i n g A u t h o r i t i e s a r e renowned f o r s ay ing they a r e too s h o r t of
s t a f f , o r t h a t they have o t h e r more p r e s s i n g s o c i a l p r i o r i t i e s . I t i s up t o
u s t o i n i t i a t e p r o p o s a l s and p r e s s f o r agreed s t a n d a r d s o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y w i t h
r e s p e c t to a l l f e a t u r e s o f Schedule 1 o f A r t i c l e 3 o f the General Development
Orders in o u r a r e a .

Barbara Ripp ing ton

A M A Trees!
National Tree Week 16-24 November 1985

To mark the 40th anniversary of the end of World War 2 this year, the Tree
Council propose 'Harmony Woods', to celebrate the harmony that has since
developed between nations, and in hope of harmony continuing.

Two i d e a s are s u g g e s t e d . One i s t o p l a n t a new wood on land c u r r e n t l y
v a c a n t o r d e r e l i c t . The o t h e r i s to r e s t o r e t o good c o n d i t i o n a n e g l e c t e d
a r e a o f woodland o r s c r u b . We c a n do e i t h e r o r b o t h . Since 1985 i s
a l s o I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year w i t h s p e c i a l emphasis on t r e e p l a n t i n g we
s h o u l d i n v o l v e a s many y o u n g p e o p l e a s p o s s i b l e - a n d we w a n t t o i n v o l v e
y o u .

Can you recommend to us a vacant o r d e r e l i c t p lo t su i t ab l e for planting?
Or do you know o f a wood o r s c r u b l a n d w h i c h n e e d s r e s t o r i n g ? Can you
h e l p u s ? Your s u g g e s t i o n s w i l l be welcomed by o u r Hon. S e c r e t a r y •

P r i e s t fi e l d s Arboretum

l id you know t h a t b e s i d e s t h e many famous charms t h a t c o n t r i b u t e to the
beauty of the Chilterns, the area also possesses a small private Arboretum?
Almost on our doorstep, at Lit t le Kingshill, Priestfields has over 70
specimen t r e e s , most of which are Conifers , and includes severa l r a r e
v a r i e t i e s s u c h as Northern Japanese Hemlock, Chinese Sweet Gum and
H i m a l a y a n S p r u c e .

P l a n t e d by Thomas P r i e s t app rox ima te ly6 0 years ago, the Arboretum became
neglected and overgrown but has recently been 'rescued' by Merelene Davis,
e d i t o r of The Dendrologist , a quar te r ly journal f o r t ree en thus ia s t s .
A f t e r v a l u a b l e c l e a r a n c e work unde r t aken by the C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y Small
Woodlands Project Team the possibility of 'opening up' the Arboretum
became a r e a l i t y . The c h e c k l i s t o f t r e e s drawn up by Alan Mitchel l , author
of Trees of Great Britain and N. Europe, twenty years ago had to be
r e c h e c k e d - m o s t w e r e f o u n d s t i l l t o be t h e r e - t h e t r e e s h a d t o b e
labelled for identification in the Guide, and a route for visitors marked
o u t .

P r i e s t s fi e l d , now managed by 'Friends of P r i e s t s fi e l d ' group, has an Open
Day twice a year - the next one will be on Sunday 13th October 1985, and a
v i s i t by t h e High Wycombe Society i s planned. Do come and see the nine
different kinds of Spruce, (I had to ident i fy these, with books i n hand i t

So much v a r i e t y
on a 2 - a c r e s i t e i s a d e l i g h t t o s e e . I f you can come wi th us p l e a s e
contact Barbara Rippington on High Wycombe 26616.

Barba ra Rippington
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Wycombe Half-Marathon

After four years , the Wycombe Half-Merathon i s an es tab l i shed par t of the
l o c a l s c e n e . No o t h e r l o c a l e v e n t a t t r a c t s s u c h w i d e s p r e a d i n t e r e s t a n d

with over €40,000 being r a i s ed by the runners for char i ty in each o f t h e l a s t

two years, i t i s also the biggest fund r a i s i n g event in the District with
many l o c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s b e n e fi t i n g from the e f f o r t s of some 2 ,500 compet i -
t o r s . The a b i l i t y o f i n d i v i d u a l r u n n e r s to r a i s e l a rg e sums o f money through
s p o n s o r s h i p i s such t h a t many o r g a n i s a t i o n s s e e i t a s a d i s a s t e r i f t h e i r
r u n n e r s a r e n o t among those a c c e p t e d by the c l o s i n g d a t e . The even t i s
always h e a v i l y o v e r - s u b s c r i b e d .

The pr imary reason f o r the even t in the eyes o f the o r g a n i s e r s i s n o t ,
n o w e v e r , a s a c h a r i t y e v e n t , b u t a s a l a r g e s c a l e p r o m o t i o n o f the S p o r t s
C o u n c i l ' s ' S p o r t f o r A l l ' C a m p a i g n d e s i g n e d t o a c h i e v e maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n
r e g a r d l e s s o f a b i l i t y , a g e o r s e x . The numbers o f p e o p l e pounding the s t r e e t s
i n and around High Wycombe i n the weeks and months p r i o r to the even t in J u l y
shows j u s t how well t h i s o b j e c t i v e has been a c h i e v e d .

Another i m p o r t a n t impact o f the even t has been the way i n which i t has
promoted High Wycombe and Wycombe D i s t r i c t , w h i l s t the ma jo r i ty of runners
come f r o m 20 m i l e s a r o u n d H i g h Wycombe, t h e e v e n t a t t r a c t s c o m p e t i t o r s f r o m
a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y a n d a number f r o m E u r o p e . The Wycombe Hal f -Mara thon i s
h e l d i n h i g h r e g a r d by r e g u l a r c o m p e t i t o r s in t h i s type o f even t and r e c e i v e :
favourable comments from some of the country 's leading runners. In p a r t i c u l a r,
i t i s noted f o r the q u a l i t y of i t s p r i z e s , the e f fi c i e n t o rgan isa t ion and i t s
c o u r s e .

With some £2,500 worth of pr izes , a medal for every fi n i s h e r , together with
f r u i t and chocolate a l l donated by l o c a l businesses , the p r ize l i s t i s one of
the most i m p r e s s i v e amongst the many e v e n t s up and
down the c o u n t r y.

The o r g a n i s a t i o n r e p r e s e n t s 12 months work by a
s m a l l e n t h u s i a s t i c C o m m i t t e e w i t h some 300
volunteers on duty on the day to ensure that
a l l runs smoothly. A major community e f f o r t .

For those unfamiliar with the course, the h i l l
t h r o u g h the g rounds o f Wycombe Abbey School l e a v e s
a never to be forgotten memory, b u t the
m a g n i fi c e n t s e t t i n g o f the Rye p r o v i d e s an e q u a l l y
s p e c t a c u l a r b a c k d r o p f o r t h e s t a r t and fi n i s h o f
t h e e v e n t t h a t few o t h e r s can m a t c h .

Typical of the reac t ion of fi r s t time v i s i t o r s
t h i s y e a r was t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f r u n n e r s f rom
High Wycombe's Twin Town to be , Kelkheim, who
were overwhelmed, fi r s t l y by the manner in which
so many people turned out and took the runners to the i r hearts and secondly,
by ' y o u r m a g n i fi c e n t Ry e ' .

Wycombe Half-Marathon has captured the imagination of many people, but i s n ' t
i t n i c e t o see the Rye used i n t h i s way by so many e n t h u s i a s t i c people
i n t e n t o f e n j o y i n g t h e m s e l v e s .

w. J . Wel l s
R a c e D i r e c t o r

We are de l igh t ed t h a t the Half-Marathon is so successfu l and makes such
e x c e l l e n t use o f o u r wonderful Rye. Our thanks t o B i l l Wel l s f o r c o n t r i b u t i n g
th i s a r t i c l e , and to him and h i s committee fo r pu t t ing in such long hours
vo lun ta r i l y t o organise the Half-Marathon each y e a r.

Ed.
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WEA Berks Bucks & Oxon
W O R K E R S E D U C A T I O N A L A S S O C I AT I O N C o n t a c t Mr. Newton

Bourne End 25083

The WEA have w r i t t e n to inform us t h a t they a r e runn ing an evening cou r se
'Monks, Rakes and C a v a l i e r s ' , commencing 23rd September a t Hellesbourne
School , K i n g s h i l l Road, High lycombe f o r t en weeks from 7 . 3 0 - 9 pm.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s N e w s l e t t e r is going to p r i n t a f t e r the s t a r t of the course,
b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s some o f o u r m e m b e r s may w e l l w i s h t o a t t e n d t h e r e m a i n i n g
l e c t u r e s •

The subject will be country houses near High lycombe, (though the t i t l e 'Monks,
Rakes and Cava l i e r s ' does not make t h i s immediately obvious!) , and some of the
people who have lived in them (ah! c l a r i fi c a t i o n ! ) from the middle ages to the
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y. The cou r se wi l l i nc lude :

W a t h e   t o r   o u .Medieval and Tudor beginnings - Stonor, Mapledurham and the Catholic
fight for survival, and Bisham with its crusading knights and rich Tudors.
C i v i l War D i v i s i o n s - C l a y d o n a n d t h e Ve r n e y s

Baroque Grandeur - Blenheim and the C h u r c h i l l s

E igh t een th Century e legance and decadence - Bas i ldon Park and e s t
Wycombe a n d t h e H e l l fi r e C l u b

Nine teen th and twen t ie th century wealth and p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e
Waddesdon and the Rothchilds, Cliveden and the Astors, Hughenden and Disraeli.

The fee for the ten-week course would be £12.00, but i t will be possible to join
the course and pay pro r a t a , and there are reductions f o r OAPs and t h e u n w a g e d .

Country Towns

'Country Towns' i s the l a t e s t phrase to be coined to fi l l every Green Belt
P r o t e c t o r ' s h e a r t w i t h d r e a d . A conso r t ium o f n i n e o f t h e l a r g e s t house-
builders in Britain has come up with t h i s i d e a , and have already planned
several which they would like to build a few miles outside the M25 ring road.
Tillingham Hall in Essex, a 760-acre s i t e o f productive farmland has already
been p lanned i n o u t l i n e by t h e c o n s o r t i u m and t h e p l a n s embrace 5000 houses
f o r a p o p u l a t i o n o f 15000 p l u s a m i l l i o n s q u a r e f e e t o f f a c t o r y , o f fi c e and
w a r e h o u s e a c c o m o d a t i o n .

CPRE report on this in their magazine 'Countryside Campaigner' and also reveal
t h a t the c o n s o r t i u m have poo led t h e i r r e s o u r c e s and w i l l be p repared to spend
C¿million on each appeal for the 'country towns'. Not a l l are planned for the
Green Belt, but Tillingham Hall i s , and could there be one for Bucks?

The b u i l d e r s o b v i o u s l y have g r e a t c o n fi d e n c e in t h e i r i d e a s , and a r e a r g u i n g
t h a t t h e Department o f t h e Environment have m i s c a l c u l a t e d f u t u r e hous ing
requirements for the South-East, and that an extra 3000 acres a y e a r should be
made avai lable fo r bui lding. I t seems almost cer ta in that a public inquiry
will be held in to Tillingham Hall , probably ea r l y in 1986. I t will be very
in te res t ing to see what the outcome will be.

A n n a B i r k s
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Pann Mill Restoration Group
Tintry weather of hail, rain and wind, this most ' typically Inglish' summer
h a s n a t u r a l l y s l o w e d down t h e p r o g r e s s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e much n e e d e d
l a rg e workshop on the Mil l I s l a n d .

A s i f t h e bad weather wasn't enough, Society volunteers have also suffered the
u n w a n t e d a t t e n t i o n s o f t h o u g h t l e s s v a n d a l s who have g r a d u a l l y broken every pane
of glass in the workshop windows. Recently our chairman Ted Kearney and I p u t
our heads t o g e t h e r and we f e e l t h a t o u r new ideas wi l l s o l v e the vandal problem.

A g e n e r o u s d o n a t i o n o f some mass ive h i n g e s t o g e t h e r wi th a l l the necessa ry
fix ings has been made by a very f r iendly blacksmith, Mr. tric Meakes of The
Forge, Lane ind, for the heavy workshop doors, and we are greatly indebted to
him f o r h i s g e n e r o s i t y . When completed t h i s l a rg e workshop w i l l p rovide
Soc ie ty v o l u n t e e r s with rea l comfort and space t o c a r r y o u t a wide v a r i e t y o f
r e s t o r a t i o n work, a l l year round, u n t i l Pann Mill is in full order once more.
P l e a s e phone Ted Kearney on H.W. 447511 o r Brian Honess on H.W. 37242 i f you can
spare some time on Sunday mornings, so that the workshop is fin i shed before the
r e a l w i n t e r i s upon u s .

EASTON STREET ( A 4 0 )

R I V E R
W Y E MILL PO

P U B L I C
T A R D E N S

W O R K S
(TEMPORARY)

M I L L
I S L A N D

PAN MILL

STREA

THAMES
WATER

P U M A
S TAT I O N

T H E R Y ER I V E R

B. HONESS AUG 1985.

con t inued n e x t p a g e . . .
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His tor ica l ly, corn mil ls a l l down the River Wye had plenty of fi s h i n t h e i r m i l l
ponds, and Pann Mill was no exception according to the records. With t h i s
thought in mind I contacted the Fisheries Section of 'Thames Water' in Oxford.
Their fi s h e r i e s e x p e r t , Mr. David Jenkins, kindly v i s i t e d Pann Mill in mid Ju ly
and what a he lpfu l , knowledgeable man he proved to be! He soon confirmed t h a t
Pann M i l l ' s deep ' L e a t ' was a b s o l u t e l y i d e a l f o r fi s h , e s p e c i a l l y Brown Tr o u t ,
o n c e some w e l l p l a c e d b o u l d e r s a r e i n t r o d u c e d t o c r e a t e t h e g e n t l e ' s w i r l s and
e d d i e s ' t h a t fi s h l o v e . The shade provided by the t r e e s and the s h e l t e r under
bou lde r s a r e j u s t what

typical of similar fi s h e r i e s elsewhere, and i f he r e c e i v e s a f a v o u r a b l e r e p l y

environment they w i l l s e t t l e q u i c k l y and should breed w e l l .

I f t h e s e r e s t o r a t i o n and c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t s a r e a l l o w e d to s u c c e e d t h e n a l l
s p e n t w i l l have been w o r t h w h i l e .

B r i a n H o n e s s

Lycombe Show

SWYCOMBE
S H O W

The 38th Nycombe Show on 7 th September proved to be
t h e b e s t in r e c e n t y e a r s a n d t h e High lycombe S o c i e t y
was p l e a s e d to t a k e p a r t . Some o f o u r F e s t i v a l
E x h i b i t i o n m a t e r i a l was d i s p l a y e d in t h e m a r q u e e
c e l e b r a t i n g the 700th Mayoral Ann ive r sa ry. T h i s
included the e a r l y maps o f t h e Borough, a r c h i v e
documents on the his tory of the mayors and models of
paper-making, the 19th Century market scene and Pann
M i l l . The m a r q u e e was f u l l o f i n t e r e s t w i t h d i s p l a y s
o f c a n i n g , lace-making and b r a s s rubbing , t o g e t h e r
w i t h a w e a l t h o f o l d p h o t o g r a p h s .

We a r e d e l i g h t e d t h a t the maps and documents we l o a n e d
are c u r r e n t l y b e i n g used a s r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l f o r
study at St. Augustine's Combined School. (This will
a l s o p lease many who t o i l e d fo r hours with the Hon.
Sec. and Walter Kra f t in the p r e p a r a t i o n o f the Exhib-
it ion material. It was worth i t after all). It may
in te res t o ther local schools to know that we have

q u i t e   a   c o l l e c t i o n   o f   m a t e r i a l   s u i t a b l e   f o r   l o c a l
h i s t o r y s t u d i e s . P l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e Hon. Sec. f o r
d e t a i l s .

Our second appearance at the Show was a t Pann Mi l l ,
where we sold t r a i l s , cards and a recently published
pamphlet on the r e s t o r a t i o n o f Pann M i l l . Much i n t e r e s t
and s u p p o r t was e x p r e s s e d in t h e p r o j e c t . T h a n k s a r e
d u e to Evelyn Roe, Brian Honess, Col in Kennedy and Ron
Simms f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e h e l p .

We were a l s o p l e a s e d t o be a b l e to he lp two o f o u r members, Jane and Ian B a r r a t t
who had a s t a l l f o r Wycombe Live Aid on the Pann Mill s i t e .
worthwhile cause, the sel l ing of t ee - sh i r t s and balloons brightened up the corner
and the approach to the Rye.

The crowds cer ta in ly enjoyed the Show's wide variety of a t t r ac t i ons and events.
But, of course, the most welcome v i s i t o r , making a special rare appearance th i s
s u m m e r w a s -

A n n i e Wo o d w a r d
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F I F u t u r e Programme
Sunday 13th October 1985 Visi t to P r i e s t s fi e l d s Arboretum, L i t t l e

Kingshi l l . C o n t a c t B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n
High lycombe 26616

Friday 25th October 1985 at the Oak
Room, Town Hall at 7.45 pm
January 1986

Edward Cullinan, eminent Br i t i sh
a r c h i t e c t g i v i n g i l l u s t r a t e d t a lk

Quar t e r ly Meet ing. To be a r r a n g e d .

Wednesday 5 th March 1986 a t the B r i t i s h Q u a r t e r l y Meeting. There w i l l be an
Legion Hall, St. Mary St, High Mycombe i l l u s t r a t e d t a lk by Roger France, Tutor
a t 8 pm in Urban Conservation at Oxford Polytechnic,

on 'Pos i t ive Prese rva t ion ' .

Thursday 24th April 1986 a t the Royal
British Legion Hall, St. Mary St, High
lycombe at 7.30 pm

S u n d a y   1 0 t h   M a y   1 9 8 6

Annual General Meeting fol lowed by an
i l l u s t r a t e d talk by Christopher Stanley
on 'Archaeology from the Ai r ' .

V i s i t to C h i l t e r n Open A i r Museum.
Contact Derek Woods on High lycombe 202

J u n e   1 9 8 6 Q u a r t e r l y Meet ing. The ' M u s i c k ' s
Monument ' g r o u p w i l l g i v e a r e c i t a l o f
B a r o q u e M u s i c . Date and v e n u e to be
a r r a n g e d .

September 1986 Visit to Sheffield Park, Haywards Heath.
C o n t a c t D e r e k Woods o n High lycombe 20284.

October 1986 Quarterly Meeting. There will be a
s p e a k e r f r o m t h e C o u n c i l f o r t h e P r e s e r v -
a t i o n o f Rural ingland.

Tr e e s Watchdog

The Society needs someone interé
in t r e e s to ac t as a watchdog with
r e g a r d to P l a n n i n g A p p l i c a t i o n s . A
v e r y l i m i t e d n u m b e r o f t h e s e a r e
r e c e i v e d by t h e D i s t r i c t Counc i l ,
s e e k i n g removal o r some k i n d o f
p r u n in g o f p r o t e c t e d t r e e s . T h e
watchdog ' s r o l e i s t o look a t t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n a n d p e r h a p s v i s i t t h e
s i t e , and dec ide whether o p p o s i t i o n
would be j u s t i fi e d . The j o b i s f a r
from onerous and could be a g r e a t
help to the Society. Anyone
i n t e r e s t e d s h o u l d c o n t a c t t h e Hon.
S e c r e t a r y .


