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L o c a l W a l k s f o r N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t Week

S p r i n g i s s p r u n g ! Why n o t g e t ou t
a n d e x p l o r e some o f t h e d e l i g h t s
and t r e a s u r e s o f High wycombe, so
o f t e n o v e r l o o k e d or t a k e n f o r g r a n t -
e d ! We a r e r e p e a t i n g t h e Town a n d
W a t e r T r a i l s , w h i c h p r o v e d SO
p o p u l a r l a s t y e a r •

As b e f o r e , the walks w i l l f o l l ow
the t r a i l s , p u b l i s h e d by t h e s o c i e t y .
So t h a t members may j o i n bo th walks ,
we a r e o r g a n i s i n g them on c o n s e c u t i v e
S u n d a y s •

T h e To w n T r a i l s t a r t s a t t h e P a r i s h
C h u r c h p o r c h a n d i n c l u d e s a s h o r t
g u i d e d t o u r o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e
Water Tr a i l b e g i n s a t Pann M i l l , on t h e corner of the Rye,
f o l l o w i n g t h e Dyke t o w a r d s t h e w a t e r f a l l a n d r e t u r n i n g a l o n g t h e
Wy e .

The two t r a i l s w i l l t a k e p l a c e
on S u n d a y 2 6 t h A p r i l and
Sunday 3 r d May• B o t h w a l k s
s t a r t a t 2 . 0 p . m . , fi n i s h i n g
abou t 3 . 4 5 p . m . at Pann M i l l ,
w h e r e r e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e
a v a i l a b l e .

Br ing your family and f r i e n d s .

E v e r y o n e w e l c o m e !

B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n a n d
a n n i e   W o o d w a r d

W e ' r e R u n n i n g a S t a l l

The S o c i e t y w i l l be r u n n i n g a s t a l l i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d of t h e
P a r i s h C h u r c h o n S a t u r d a y 2 n d May from 8 . 3 0 a . m . t o 1 p . m . a s
p a r t o f o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t week. Thetown w i l l b e c r o w d e d o n t h i s Bank H o l i d a y w e e k e n d , a n d i t w i l l b ea fi n e o p p o r t u n i t y for p u b l i c i s i n g the work of the s o c i e t y, and,
most i m p o r t a n t l y, f o r r e c r u i t i n g new members. Come and s u p p o r t
and t e l l y o u r f r i e n d s .

We s h a l l b e s e l l i n g S o c i e t y p u b l i c a t i o n s , s e c o n d - h a n d books a n d ,as a s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n fo r p a s s e r s - b y, home-made cakes and swee ts ,w h i c h a r e a l w a y s p o p u l a r . The P a r i s h C h u r c h R e s t o r a t i o n A p p e a lwi l l be s e l l i n g some of t h e i r items a l o n g s i d e , and i t is proposed
to d o n a t e t h e d a y ' s p r o fi t s t o t h i s a p p e a l . ( s e e N e w s l e t t e r No.63 Summer 1986 f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e a p p e a l ) .

To be s u c c e s s f u l , we s h a l l o b v i o u s l y need a l o t of h e l p from
members, b o t h to p r o v i d e a p l e n t i f u l s u p p l y of c a k e s an d s w e e t s ,
a n d t o look a f t e r t h e s t a l l . I f you a r e ab le t o h e l p i n any way,p l e a s e get in touch w i t h John Gore on H.W. 26671 or Evelyn Rowe
o n H . W. 3 2 5 7 5 . T h e n
w i l l

w e c a n w o r k o u t a r o t a a n d b e s u r e t h a t t h e r e
be enough to s e l l . We w i l l g l a d l y r e i m b u r s e you f o r t h e c o s t



3

of t h e i n g r e d i e n t s , i f you wish. Cakes and sweets may be de l i ve r-
ed to Evelyn Rowe, 3 London Road, on F r i d a y 1st May i f you are not
a b l e t o t a k e t h e m t o t h e s t a l l on the Sa tu rday morning.

J o h n G o r e

And Surveying t h e Town Centre
Our newly formed H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s Group w i l l c a r r y ou t a s tudyo f t he town cent re and will prepare a survey repor t f o r discussion
w i t h t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l C o n s e r v a t i o n O f fi c e r .

J a c k S c r u t o n

XXXXX

S o c i a l E v e n t s

By t h e t ime you r e a d t h i s , t he Music H a l l , h e l d on 10 th A p r i l ,
s h o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   a   r e s o u n d i n g   s u c c e s s ! am m o s t g r a t e f u l f o r t h e
e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t o f C o m m i t t e e members i n s e l l i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y
90 t i c k e t s . However, I have been d i s a p p o i n t e d by the l a c k o f
r e s p o n s e from members in g e n e r a l . T h e r e may b e t w o r e a s o n s .
F i r s t l y t h e d a t e m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n c o n v e n i e n t . S e c o n d l y ( p e r h a p s
more l i k e l y ) , you d i d not want to come anyway.

T h i s i s n o t i n t e n d e d t o b e a r e p r o a c h . I am s e r i o u s l y w o n d e r i n g
whether, as an Amenity Soc ie ty, we should be expending l a rge
a m o u n t s o f t ime and energy i n o r g a n i s i n g s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s , which
members do not wish to support , or whether we should confine our-

Do, P l e a s e , l e t u s know your v i e w s - w h a t t y p e s o f s o c i a l
a c t i v i t i e s , i f any, would you l i k e the Committee t o provide?

a n n i e N o o d w a r d

X X X X X

H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s Group

I t h a s b e e n f e l t f o r s o m e t i m e t h a t we s h o u l d e s t a b l i s h o n c e m o r e
a G r o u p t o d e a l w i t h H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s a n d k i n d r e d s u b j e c t s .
A s u c c e s s f u l g r o u p e x i s t e d for a long t ime w i t h i n t h e S o c i e t y , and
our e f fi c i e n c y h a s s u f f e r e d s i n c e it f o l d e d u p . A s a r e s u l t o f a n
e a r l i e r a p p e a l , Mr. Max H a l e v o l u n t e e r e d t o b e t h e s e c r e t a r y of a
n e w G r o u p . E n c o u r a g e d b y t h i s we h e l d a m e e t i n g o f t h o s e i n t e r -
e s t e d o n 3 1 s t May, a n d a new G r o u p h a s now b e e n f o r m e d . The Group
hopes to d e a l w i t h a v a r i e t y of t o p i c s , b u t a s a s t a r t t h e members
w i l l c a r r y o u t a s u r v e y of t h e town c e n t r e d u r i n g E n v i r o n m e n t w e e k .
The r e s u l t o f t h i s w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d w i t h t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n
O f fi c e r o f Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l . H o p e f u l l y i t w i l l l e a d t o a
v a r i e t y o f i m p r o v e m e n t s . Anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s new G r o u p
s h o u l d communicate w i t h Max Hale , 51 Keep H i l l Dr ive , High Wycombe
HP11 IDT. Te l e p h o n e - H igh Wycombe 2 5 5 7 5 .
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P a u l ' s Row G a r d e n

T h i r t e e n y e a r s a g o t h e High Wycombe S o c i e t y c r e a t e d a s m a l l g r e e n
o a s i s i n t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a o n what was a d e r e l i c t b u i l d i n g
s i t e . The r u b b l e h e a p e d t o g e t h e r was c o v e r e d w i t h t o p s o i l a n d
g r a s s e d , t u r v e s w e r e l a i d t o c r e a t e a lawn a n d Gean a n d Norway
Maple were p l a n t e d . An Elm p l a n k , reminder of the r a v a g e of Dutch
Elm D i s e a s e , p r o v i d e d a s e a t , a n d t h e P a u l ' s Row Garden, complete
w i t h name p l a q u e ( l a t e r s t o l e n ) was w e l l u s e d and a p p r e c i a t e d ,
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e s u m m e r . I t w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l p a t r o n i s e d
b y o v e r fl o w f r o m t h e t a r m a c f o r e c o u r t o f t h e A n g e l p u b a d j a c e n t ,
t o w h i c h our " g a r d e n e r s " r e t u r n e d h u n d r e d s of g l a s s e s . We c o u l d '
h a v e r e t u r n e d h u n d r e d s o f b i r o s t o t h e B e t t i n g S hop t o o !

W i l d c a t s h a d a r e g u l a r r e f u g e a t t h e r e a r of t h e g a r d e n , a n d t h e
o n l y u n w e l c o m e v i s i t o r was a p a r k e d m o t o r b i k e w h i c h was g r a c i o u s -
l y moved o f f . C r o c u s s e s i n t h e lawn have been p l e a s a n t show i n

In r e c e n t y e a r s t h e g a r d e n h a s shown need of improvement . The
s e a t was d e s t r o y e d by an un l awfu l t r e e f e l l i n g when a f e n c e was
e r e c t e d f o r t h e p u b . were l e f t to a r r a n g e t h e removal of the
f a l l e n t r e e and the mess. Sadly, j u s t as recons t ruc t ion work was
b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n by a g r o u p of young p e o p l e from t h e Roundhouse ,under t h e d i r e c t i o n of Mrs . C r o x o n , w e h a v e t o s a y g o o d b y e t o o u r
g a r d e n . T h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l now w i s h t o t e r m i n a t e t h e l i c e n s ein o rder to b u i l d a new p u b l i c h a l l t h e r e to r e p l a c e Newlands H a l l ,which i s to go in the Octagon r e n o v a t i o n .

We are s o r r y to lose th i s small valuable space, but , as in most
t h i n g s , c r e a t i o n was more e n t h u s i a s t i c t han m a i n t e n a n c e , and
a p p e a l s f o r v o l u n t e e r h e l p r e c e i v e d l i t t l e r e s p o n s e from
membership. I t was fun to hear t h e c l a t t e r o f the lawnmower so
c l o s e t o t h e c e n t r e of t o w n .

Ba rba ra R i p p i n g t o n

Wycombe
A r t s Fes t ival

In March we had great p leasure in welcoming Brian Lymbery, the
D e p u t y D i r e c t o r o f t h e C i v i c T r u s t t o s p e a k t o Members a n d f r i e n d s
on "A F u t u r e f o r t h e P a s t " a s the S o c i e t y ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the
A r t s F e s t i v a l .

A f t e r a g i v i n g a b r i e f o u t l i n e o f t h e h i s t o r y of the Trust and i t s
ob jec t ives we were e n t h r a l l e d by a most a b l y presented display of
s l i d e s of b u i l d i n g s and s c e n e s o f n o t e accompanied by an impeccab lecommentary. With 1000 s o c i e t i e s a f fi l i a t e d to the Trust they havean u n r i v a l l e d k n o w l e d g e of t h e p r o b l e m s c o n f r o n t i n g t h e a m e n i t y
a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l m o v e m e n t . H i s reminder to "Delay n o t , to do w e l l "
i s v e r y a p p r o p r i a t e b u t r e m i n d s u s a l l t h e m o r e of t h e p r e s s u r e s t h e
Society i s under and the great need for more manpower r e s o u r c e s to
r e s p o n d .

Mr. Lymbery i s g o i n g on to j o i n the e n v i r o n m e n t a l UJ P r o j e c t 2000
we s h a l l w a t c h w i t h i n t e r e s t t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h a t new o r g a n i -

s a t i o n . A v o t e o f t h a n k s t o Mr. Lymbery was h e a r t i l y e n d o r s e d by
t h e w e l l a t t e n d e d m e e t i n g .

E v e l y n Rowe
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We s l e y C h u r c h

The l o n g s t r u g g l e by t h e wesley C h u r c h t o c a r r y o u t d e v e l o p m e n t s
at t h e i r s i t e in P r i o r y Road h a s now d r aw n t o a c l o s e . The
e a r l i e r schemes to b u i l d a mass ive o f fi c e b l o c k , r i v a l l i n g Thame
House, was r e f u s e d , and i n t h i s we s u p p o r t e d the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l .

The l a t e s t scheme, which has won a p p r o v a l , conforms i n p a r t w i t h
the Local Plan, as it provides for some housing, which i s a good
i d e a i n t h i s t o w n c e n t r e p o s i t i o n . w h e r e t h e a p p r o v a l e x c e e d s t h e
L o c a l P l a n i s t h e p e r m i s s i o n g i v e n f o r a s m a l l s p e c u l a t i v e o f fi c e
d e v e l o p m e n t i n p l a c e o f t h e o l d M a n s e . It i s c l a i m e d t h a t t h i s i s
n e e d e d i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e h o u s i n g in o r d e r t o p r o v i d e t h e f u n d i n g f o r
r a d i c a l changes to t h e Church to p r o v i d e a new h a l l , t he e x i s t i n g
o n e h a v i n g g o n e b e y o n d r e p a i r a f t e r a l ong p e r i o d of n e g l e c t a n d
two fi r e s . The i n t e r i o r of the Church, which i s a fi n e e x a m p l e o f
Vi c t o r i a n g a l l e r i e s and pews, i s to be removed, and the b u i l d i n g
u s e d a s b o t h C h u r c h a n d h a l l .

The C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s , d u r i n g p r e v i o u s c o n fl i c t s , u s e d t h e q u a l i t y
o f t h e i n t e r i o r t o s u p p o r t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e e n o r m o u s o f fi c e
b l o c k . I t w a s r e f e r r e d t o a s " b r e a t h t a k i n g " . It i s d i f fi c u l t n o t
t o become c y n i c a l when s t u d y i n g t h e p r e s e n t a p p r o v a l . as t w o C h u r c h
b u i l d i n g s w i l l b e d e m o l i s h e d a n d t h e t h i r d w i l l become a s h e l l , the
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l o u g h t t o a l t e r t h e b o u n d a r y of t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n
A r e a • T h i s b o u n d a r y w a s e x t e n d e d d e l i b e r a t e l y i n o r d e r t o i n c l u d e
t h e t h r e e C h u r c h b u i l d i n g s b e c a u s e o f t h e i r "Group Va l u e " !

J a c k S c r u t o n



The C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y S m a l l Wo o d l a n d P r o j e c t
I n t h r e e a h a l f y e a r s t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y S m a l l Wo o d l a n d
P r o j e c t h a s g i v e n a d v i c e t o 1 3 0 w o o d l a n d o w n e r s a n d w o r k e d
w o o d s . 1D u r i n g t h e

i n 6 3
same period i t has planted 14,000 t r e e s , nearly6,500 of them t h i s w i n t e r .

In 1982 , when i t became apparent that desp i te the pub l i c i ty given
t o t h e p l i g h t of C h i l t e r n w o o d l a n d s , n o b o d y s e e m e d p r e p a r e d t o t a k e
remedia l a c t i o n , it seemed a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t the C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y
s h o u l d t a k e t h e i n i t i a t i v e . A f t e r a y e a r o f n e g o t i a t i n g f o r g r a n t
a i d a n d p l a n n i n g t h e P r o j e c t came to l i f e on 22nd August 1983. T h e
C h i l t e r n f o r e s t e r s h a d t o l d u s t h a t t h e m o s t e n d a n g e r e d a r e a s
t h e s m a l l w o o d l a n d s

w e r e
s c a t t e r e d   o v e r t h e C h i l t e r n s a n d t h i s a r o s e

m a i n l y f rom t h ef a i l u r e o f o w n e r s t o m a n a g e t h e i r p r o p e r t y . C l e a r l y
i t w a s n o t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e P r o j e c t to p u t r i g h t a l l t he y e a r s of
n e g l e c t a n d t h a t t h e c o u r s e t o t a k e m u s t b e t h e m o t i v a t i o n o f o w n e r s
t o d o t h e job themse lves . This was a c c e p t e d a s the P r o j e c t ' s
o b j e c t i v e .

J o h n M o r r i s w a s a p p o i n t e d a s
P r o j e c t O f fi c e r and h i s job was
t o s e e k o u t o w n e r s o f s m a l l
woodlands (no t exceed ing 10
h e c t a r e s ) , a d v i s e t h e m a s t o
t h e c o r r e c t managemen t p r o c e e d -
u r e   a n d a s t o t h e g r a n t a i d
a v a i l a b l e . A s m a l l w o r k f o r c e
was s e t u p t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e
methods a d v o c a t e d , in p a r t to
e n c o u r a g e t h e o w n e r i n w h o s e
wood we w o r k e d a n d i n p a r t t o
a t t r a c t t h e a t t e n t i o n o f o t h e r
o w n e r s •   T h e   w o r k   u n d e r   t a k e n
h a s b e e n i n s m a l l a r e a s
s c a t t e r e d w i d e l y o v e r t h e
C h i l t e r n s •

T h e d i f fi c u l t i e s e n c o u n t e r e d
h a v e b e e n many a n d v a r i e d -

t h e n e e d t o t r a i n t h e i n e x -
p e r i e n c e d work-team i n t h eways of forestry, the short-tem basis of employment within the
Community Programme (from whence we d e r i v e our t eam) , t he need to
a r o u s e t h e w o o d l a n d f r a t e r n i t y a s t o o u r e x i s t e n c e and , t h e n , a s
t o t h e h e l p we c o u l d o f f e r . A l l o f t h e s e w e r e o b v i o u s f r o m t h e
o u t s e t but the l o s s o f t o o l s c o s t i n g £2000 t h r o u g h a s e r i e s of
b u r g l a r i e s w a s n o t e x p e c t e d , nor w e r e t h e many o t h e r i n c i d e n t s
t h a t b e s e t u s .

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e a i d f r o m t h e M a n p o w e r S e r v i c e s C o m m i s s i o n we
h a v e d e p e n d e d o n g r a n t a i d f r o m t h e C h i l t e r n l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s ,
t h e C o u n t r y s i d e Commission and d o n a t i o n s , the l a t t e r mainly from
t h e o w n e r s we h a v e h e l p e d a n d t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y . I n t h r e e
years we have s p e n t £155,000; which i s not very much with which
t o m a i n t a i n a w o r k f o r c e of 14 p e o p l e , a v e h i c l e , o f fi c e e q u i p -
ment and a l l t h e t o o l s and s u p p l i e d r e q u i r e d . T r a n s p o r t i s a
m a j o r e x p e n s e . Imag ine t h e c o s t and p r o b l e m s in s e n d i n g t h e
w o r k - p a r t y w i t h t o o l s a n d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d y o u n g t r e e s f o r p l a n t i n g
i n some d i s t a n t w o o d l a n d .
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D u r i n g t h e f o u r t h y e a r t h e t empo o f a c t i v i t y h a s m a r k e d l y i n -
c r e a s e d s o t h a t t h e r e i s now enough work to c a u s e p r e s s u r e and

e m p t o y i s   m o s t   o f   t h e   w o r k   w o u t a   n e t   h a v e   a r t s e n   b u t   f o e   t o d   r o j e c t s
a r e u n d e r t a k i n g j o b s t h a t would o t h e r w i s e have been l e f t

u n d o n e a n d we hope t h i s wil l lead to increas ing work for local
c o n t r a c t o r s .

What o f t h e f u t u r e ? The P r o j e c t i s s u p p o s e d t o e n d in A u g u s t
1 9 8 8 . T h e r e i s a n o b v i o u s need for i t to c o n t i n u e , p r o b a b l y for
a v e r y l o n g t i m e . We a r e i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of c o n t -i n u a t i o n a n d o f t h e f o r m i t w i l l t a k e . T h e r e a r e many q u e s t i o n s t o
b e a n s w e r e d . Wha teve r h a p p e n s t h e r e w i l l s t i l l be u r g e n t need for
w o r k w i t h i n t h e C h i l t e r n smal l woodlands i f t h e y a r e t o be saved
f rom d i s a s t e r and, with i t , a sad change in t h e face of the
C h i l t e r n l a n d s c a p e .

C h a r l e s M i l l s
Vice Chairman, C h i l t e r n s o c i e t y

Planning
The F u t u r e of Development P l a n s

The Government a r e seek ing t o s t r e a m l i n e the e x i s t i n g s t r a t e g i c
development p l ann ing p r o c e d u r e s to speed up the r e v i s i o n of
s t r a t e g i c d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s . The i r p r o p o s a l s a r e s e t o u t i n t h e
C o n s u l t a t i o n Paper 'The F u t u r e o f Development P l a n s ' p u b l i s h e d   i n
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 6 . Some of the proposals have mer i t , but o thers have
r a i s e d f e a r s i n t h e m i n d s o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s . P o s s i b l y t h e m o s tc o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t h e o n e t o a b o l i s h County S t r u c t u r e P l a n s .

D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s
f o l l o w up w i t h Loca l Development P l a n s confo rming w i t h County
s t r a t e g y , w o u l d b e r e p l a c e d by a s i n g l e - t i e r s t r u c t u r e . C o u n t y
C o u n c i l s w o u l d t h e n p r o d u c e p o l i c y s t a t e m e n t s , but D i s t r i c t Counci l swould take over t h e major s t r a t e g i c p l ann ing r o l e , and the s o l e
s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g document w o u l d be t h e D i s t r i c t D e v e l o p m e n t P l a n .

The H i g h Wycombe S o c i e t y , a l o n g w i t h many o t h e r a m e n i t y s o c i e t i e s
both n a t i o n a l and l o c a l , i s ex t remely concerned about t h e possi-
b i l i t y of t h i s p r o p o s a l becoming l a w, and we have w r i t t e n t o t h e
s e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r t h e Environment e x p r e s s i n g our m i s g i v i n g s .
With the i n c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e for the development o f huge o u t - o f -
t o w n r e t a i l and l e i s u r e complexes, not to mention g r e e n - fi e l d
hous ing schemes, a n d a t a t i m e when i t a p p e a r s t h a t more a n d m o r e
o f o u r s o - c a l l e d ' r e d u n d a n t ' f a r m i n g l a n d may become a v a i l a b l e for
i l l - c o n s i d e r e d development , t h i s i s no t the moment for weakening
o u r l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d p l a n n i n g s y s t e m . R e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r l o n g -
t e r m s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g d e c i s i o n s s h o u l d b e s e t a t a h i g h e r l e v e l
than D i s t r i c t s , which i n e v i t a b l y have f a i r l y narrow s h o r t - t e r m
i n t e r e s t s . Also, we b e l i e v e t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g t w o - t i e r s y s t e m
p r o v i d e s a v a l u a b l e c h e c k a g a i n s t p o s s i b l e i r r e s p o n s i b l e d e c i s i o n s
by D i s t r i c t s , in the same way t h e the House o f Lords p r o v i d e s f o r
u s e f u l " s e c o n d t h o u g h t s ' o n some l e g i s l a t i o n r u s h e d t h r o u g h t h e
H o u s e o f C o m m o n s .

We h o p e t h e G o v e r n m e n t w i l l r e s p o n d t o a m e n i t y s o c i e t y r e p r e s e n t -
a t i o n s and e n s u r e t h a t s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g , which w i l l a f f e c t our
n a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e a n d t h e b e a u t y o f o u r c o u n t r y s i d e f o r d e c a d e s
ahead , i f not for ever, i s not rushed, but made subject to the
w i d e s t p o s s i b l e c o n s u l t a t i o n a n d a g r e e m e n t .

J o h n G o r e
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We a r e p l e a s e d t o i n c l u d e t h i s i t e m f r o m G l o r i a L e fl a i v e :

So Who W i l l P r o t e c t O u r N a t i o n a l H e r i t a g e ?

The s c a l e o f o p p o s i t i o n to Mi. George S u t e r ' s u n p o p u l a r g o l f
s c h e m e a t H u g h e n d e n a n d N a p h i l l i s u n p r e c e d e n t e d . T h e D i s t r i c t

ing s o many w r i t t e n o b j e c t i o n s .
g reen-eyed p e o p l e ' by Mr. S u t e r ) inc lude Bucks County Counc i l , The
C o u n t r y s i d e Commiss ion , The N a t i o n a l I r u s t , The C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y ,
T h e Open Spaces S o c i e t y , T h e Counci l f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n o f Rura l
England, The Ramblers ' A s s o c i a t i o n , Hughenden P a r i s h C o u n c i l , west
W y c o m b e P a r i s h C o u n c i l , The H i g h wycombe s o c i e t y , a n d Downley
P r e s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y . In a d d i t i o n , over the l a s t 18 months,
h u n d r e d s   o f   l e t t e r s h a v e b e e n s e n t by i n d i v i d u a l s
a n d 1 0 R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s h a v e a l s o o b j e c t e d .

In s p i t e of t h i s the wycombe P l a n n i n g Committee v o t e d 15 t o 10 t o
progress t h i s s c h e m e . Arguments have included precedence, bad
bus iness d e c i s i o n s , d i seases of c a t t l e , access roads and j u s t a b o u t
e v e r y r e d h e r r i n g a c l e v e r l o b b y c o u l d t h r o w i n- e x c e p t w h a t
t h e p u b l i c c a r e a b o u t .

So why t h e d e c i s i o n ? What i s the b i g deal for us the p u b l i c ?

A p o s i t i v e c a s e by c o n t r a s t i s v e r y s i m p l e a n d v e r y s t r o n g . I t i s
t h e Area o f O u t s t a n d i n g N a t u r a l B e a u t y • The A N B s a r e a N a t i o n a l
A s s e t , n o t j u s t of l o c a l i m p o r t a n c e , and t h e r e a r e n ' t many o f them.
The Government equates them with National Parks, such as the Lake
D i s t r i c t . Golf c o u r s e s a r e a t t r a c t i v e enough in t h e c o u n t r y s i d e

g e n e r a l l y . B u t w o u l d a n y o n e s e r i o u s l y s u g g e s t p u t t i n g g o l f c o u r s e s
i n L a n g d a l e o r B o r r o w d a l e ? Any why n o t ? The w o r d s u s e d a r e
' m a n i c u r e d ' o r ' s u b u r b a n i s e d ' l a n d s c a p e . I f i t i s wrong f o r t h e
N a t i o n a l P a r k s , t h e n , a c c o r d i n g to t h e Government , i t i s wrong f o r
t h e C h i l t e r n AONB.

Most p e o p l e who l i v e in t h e AONB a r e aware o f t h e i r good f o r t u n e
and can imagine the l i k e l y consequences of the s i n s e n s i t i v e
a t t e n t i o n s o f d e v e l o p e r s a n d t h e i r a l l i e s . C e r t a i n l y t h e D e p a r t m e n t
of t h e E n v i r o n m e n t made n o b o n e s a b o u t t h r o w i n g o u t a s i m i l a r g o l f
c o u r s e s c h e m e t h i s y e a r f o r t h e K e n t Downe AUNB.

I n t h e e n d t h e r e a l i s s u e i s w h e t h e r we c a r e a n o u g h t o s a v e t h i s
u n i q u e N a t i o n a l H e r i t a g e for our c h i l d r e n , and to say 'NO' t o any
d e v e l o p m e n t l i a b l e t o e r o d e p r o g r e s s i v e l y t h e b e a u t y of our v e r y
s p e c i a l CHILTERNS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY.

G l o i r a L e fl a i v e

A f fi l i a t e d S o c i e t i e s

We a r e p l e a s e d t o w e l c o m e t h e a f fi l i a t i o n t o t h e s o c i e t y o f t h e
r e c e n t l y f o r m e d C o n i n g s b y Road R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . T h i s
e n e r g e t i c R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n i s m o s t c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e
s e r i o u s e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r e s s u r e s o n t h e r o a d f rom d e v e l o p m e n t s
on b a c k l a n d , a s w e l l a s fl a t c o n v e r s i o n s . f u r t h e r a c t i v i t i e s ,
such as improved local amenit ies (road cleaning e t c . ) , a
N e i g h b o u r h o o d W a t c h S c h e m e a n d S o c i a l a n d I n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s
a r e a l s o p l a n n e d .
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We a l s o w i s h t o e x t e n d a warm w e l c o m e t o t h e T e r r i e r s E v e n i n g
Women's I n s t i t u t e , r e c e n t l y a f fi l i a t e d to the s o c i e t y . s i n c e t h e
Women ' s I n s t i t u t e s ' r e c e n t n a t i o n a l c o m m i t m e n t t o become m o r e
i n v o l v e d i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , w e h a v e b e e n p l e a s e d t o h a v e a f fi l i a -
t i o n s f r o m 10 l o c a l I n s t i t u t e s . T h e S o c i e t y i s a t p r e s e n t
concerned a b o u t deve lopmenta l p r e s s u r e s i n t h e Te r r i e r s a r e a ,
i n p a r t i c u l a r , Geralds Road.

A n n i e w o o d w a r d

C a n t h e P h o e n i x R i s e A f r e s h ?

A t l a s t ! The Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s d e c l a r e d t h e Hughenden
Road an 'Area o f Genera l Improvemen t ' . But h a s t h i s measure come
soon enough to s a l v a g e a n y t h i n g of v a l u e f rom t h e mess which e x i s t s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y towards t h e lower r e a c h e s of t h e Hughenden Road.

In the High wycombe s o c i e t y ' s r e s p o n s e to t h e Town C e n t r e s t r a t e g y
document p u b l i s h e d t o w a r d s t h e end of l a s t y e a r , t he s o c i e t y
d e s c r i b e d t h i s a r e a a s a ' d i s a s t e r z o n e ' . O b v i o u s l y we w e r e n o t
a l o n e in t h i s o p i n i o n and t h e Counci l ha s d e c i d e d to a c t .

R e s i d e n t s w e r e i n v i t e d t o a m e e t i n g c h a i r e d by C o u n c i l l o r P e t e r
C a r t w r i g h t t o a n n o u n c e t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e G . I . A . A b o o k l e t
h a s a l s o b e e n i s s u e d d e s c r i b i n g t h e i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e s c h e m e f r o m
which I quo t e the fo l l owing p a s s a g e : "The C o u n c i l ' s p r o p o s a l s f o r
i m p r o v i n g t h e e n v i r o n m e n t of t h e a r e a , i n c l u d e t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f
f r o n t g a r d e n b o u n d a r y w a l l s t o p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g H u g h e n d e n Road
a n d c e r t a i n o t h e r r o a d s i n t h e a r e a , t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r improve-
m e n t s t o t h e f r o n t a g e s of t h e s e p r o p e r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g p r o p e r
p r o v i s i o n f o r c a r p a r k i n g " .

Members o f t h e a u d i e n c e d i d r a i s e t h e q u e s t i o n a s t o why r e s i d e n t s
h a d b e e n a l l o w e d t o r e m o v e t h e i r b o u n d a r y w a l l s i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e
s i m p l y t o a c c o m o d a t e a p a r k e d c a r i n what was a f r o n t g a r d e n .
"Addi t ional ly" , the booklet cont inues , " i n v e s t i g a t i o n s wi l l be
c a r r i e d o u t i n t o o t h e r w a y s i n w h i c h p a r k i n g p r o b l e m s i n t h e a r e a
c a n b e r e s o l v e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e i n t r o d u c t i o n of o n e - w a y
t r a f fi c schemes. In a d d i t i o n to these major envi ronmenta l improve-
m e n t s o t h e r w o r k s o f l a n d s c a p i n g a n d t r e e p l a n t i n g a r e b e i n g c o n -
s i d e r e d " . G a r d e n s h a v e g r e a t v i s u a l i m p a c t o n t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s
and can add immeasurably t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , so l e t us hope for
i m p r o v e m e n t s h e r e .

So a l s o can w a t e r w a y s , and i n t h i s a r e a we a r e f o r t u n a t e to have• t h e
l o v e l y Hughen b r o o k r u n n i n g f r o m i t s s o u r c e a t S p r i n g R i s i n g j u s t
a t t h e f o o t of C r y e r s H i l l down t h r o u g h t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t a n d
H u g h e n d e n P a r k g r o u n d s a n d t h e n on t h r o u g h , b e h i n d t h e b a c k g a r d e n s
of the houses fl a n k i n g Hughenden Road, e v e n t u a l l y being cu lve r t ed
a s i t n e a r s t h e t o w n c e n t r e . A l o t of i t s r o u t e i s f o l l o w e d b y a
public footpath much used by the town's r e s i d e n t s , but where i t i s
b o r d e r e d a l s o by f a c t o r y p r e m i s e s i t a p p e a r s t o b e t r e a t e d l i k e an
o p e n r e f u s e t i p . C o u l d i t o n c e a g a i n become a t h i n g of b e a u t y for
t h e t o w n ' s b e n e fi t ?

The b o o k l e t a l s o s t a t e s " Wi t h g o o d c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e
r e s i d e n t s a n d t h e C o u n c i l , t h e a r e a c a n b e made a much m o r e
p l e a s a n t p l a c e i n which t o l i v e " . Dare we b e l i e v e t h a t t h e d e c a y
i s t o b e h a l t e d ? I for one very much hope so , and I am s u r e we a l l
wish t h e Council e v e r y s u c c e s s i n i t s endeavou r s .

C o l i n A d a m s
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Alan Weyman a n d F r i e n d s

A l a n Weyman i s v e r y w e l l known on t h e m u s i c a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t
s c e n e i n t h e High Wycombe D i s t r i c t and much s o u g h t a f t e r by
amateur m u s i c a l s o c i e t i e s . His c h a r i s m a c o u p l e s a m a g n i fi c e n t
b a r i t o n e v o i c e w i t h dynamic s t a g e p r e s e n c e , which he has used
in a n e x t e n s i v e r a n g e o f r o l e s .

When not p e r f o r m i n g i n ' s e t p i e c e s ' A l a n ' s l o v e o f m u s i c b r i n g s
h i m a n d h i s f r i e n d s t o g e t h e r f r o m t i m e t o t i m e t o p e r f o r m a
s e l e c t i o n o f s o n g s o f t h e i r own c h o i c e . We a r e v e r y l u c k y t o h a v e
persuaded h i m and h i s f r i e n d s Barbara Brown, Jackie Jackson and
p i a n i s t P a u l B e e c h e y t o p r e s e n t f o r u s a n e v e n i n g of p o p u l a r s o n g s
from m u s i c a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t and l i g h t c l a s s i c a l r e p e r t o i r e , which
w i l l be v a r i e d , e n t e r t a i n i n g and fun.

T h i s i s to be on F r i d a y 1 2 t h J u n e a t t h e Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n , S t .
M a r y ' s S t r e e t a t 8 p . m . T i c k e t s £ 2 . 0 0 e x c l u d i n g r e f r e s h m e n t s . We
know th i s w i l l be a very popular event, so book your place ear ly -
b r i n g your f r i e n d s .

B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n

J o h n L e w i s P a r t n e r s h i p

The a p p l i c a t i o n by t h e J o h n L e w i s P a r t n e r s h i p t o e s t a b l i s h a l a r g e
s h o p p i n g c o m p l e x o n l a n d o v e r l o o k i n g t h e M40 i n t h e B o o k e r / C r e s s e x
a r e a d o e s n o t m e e t w i t h u n i v e r s a l a p p r o v a l . The S o c i e t y h a s
e x p r e s s e d d e e p m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t t h e v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e t r a f fi c a n d
o t h e r p r o b l e m s w h i c h w i l l a r i s e if a p p r o v a l i s g i v e n . O n e o f o u r
members, Ken B a r c l a y , i s a l o c a l r e s i d e n t f e a r f u l of the f u t u r e ,
a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n from Ken g i v e s h i s i m p r e s s i o n o f
the s e r i o u s problems which l i e ahead .

" G r o w i n g M i n i - t o w n w i l l h a v e e v e r y t h i n g " . . .

( T h i s i s a q u o t e from a Bucks F r e e P r e s s f e a t u r e a r t i c l e l a s t y e a r ) .
We who h a v e t o l i v e i n t h e Boom Town f e e l i t s h o u l d h a v e a d d e d
" inc lud ing t r a f fi c jams, conges t i on , poor environment, no i se ,
p o l l u t i o n a n d d a n g e r " . The M i n i - t o w n r e f e r r e d t o i s a c t u a l l y B o o k e r ,
s t i l l a r e l a t i v e l y q u i e t r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a on t h e s o u t h e r n e d g e of
t h e t o w n . However t h e wycombe D i s t r i c t Counci l i s i n t e n t o n changing
a l l t h a t f o r a bag o f g o l d . Our fi e l d s and r e c r e a t i o n a l a r e a s a r e
h i g h l y p r i z e d commercial deve lopment a r e a s . Never mind the o l d ,
t h e y o u n g , t h e f a m i l i e s . F o r g e t t h e C r e s s e x M a s t e r P l a n - t h e
Council can and i s making m i l l i o n s from our g r een fi e l d s . A s a
s h o r t t e r m m e a s u r e , t h e C o u n c i l w i l l n e v e r h a v e i t so g o o d , w i t h
£6 mi l l i on from ASDA, £8 mi l l i on from Booker Business Park, £7
m i l l i o n f rom J o h n L e w i s . T h e C o u n c i l h a s j u s t a b o u t s o l d a l l t h e
fi e l d s w e h a d , a n d n o w t h e r e s i d e n t s h a v e t h e r e s t o f t h e i r l i v e s
t o " e n j o y " commercial d e v e l o p m e n t , w h o l e s a l e o u t l e t s and super S t o r e s .
W a h t e v e r h a p p e n e d t o P l a n n i n g ? Wa t e v e r

W h a t e v e r h a p p e n e d t o P l a n n i n g ? W h a t e v e r h a p p e n e d t o l o c a l p e o p l e ' s
e x p e c t a t i o n s ? Whatever h a p p e n e d t o H i g h Wycombe?

Ken B a r c l a y
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Ted Kearney

Our Pres iden t , Ted Kearney, d ied o n 2 9 t h March, a f t e r a long
i l l n e s s . H e had s t r u g g l e d b r a v e l y but t h e m o u n t i n g odds p r o v e d
t o o m u c h f o r h i m . T e d w a s
a n d

C h a i r m a n o f t h e S o c i e t y f o r many y e a r s ,
he w a s an example to a l l of u s , w i t h h i s d e d i c a t i o n t o our aims

a n d h i s a b i l i t y t o d r a w t h e b e s t o u t o f t h o s e who w o r k e d w i t h h i m .No m a t t e r how h a r d p r e s s e d he was w i t h o t h e r c o m m i t m e n t s , h e a l w a y sm a d e a s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t t o a t t e n d C o m m i t t e e a n d s o c i e t y m e e t i n g s ,a n d he made many major a n d s k i l f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o o u r p r o j e c t sa n d e x h i b i t i o n s . We w i l l m i s s T e d s o m u c h . W h e n e v e r w e t h o u g h t
about him, we thought too of L o t t i e , h i s w i f e and loving companion.Her g r e a t q u a l i t i e s and courage a r e so we l l known to u s , and t h e s es h e d e m o n s t r a t e d so w o n d e r f u l l y d u r i n g T e d ' s i l l n e s s . T h i s h a s
b e e n a d i f fi c u l t t i m e f o r h e r a n d we a r e s u r e t h a t t h e i r many
f r i e n d s w i l l p r o v i d e some k i n d o f s o l a c e d u r i n g t h e m o n t h s a h e a d .

J a c k S c r u t o n

Lorna Cassiay
Frogmoor V i a d u c t

S a d l y, we w i l l be s a y i n g ' g o o d b y e ' t o t h e Frogmoor Vi a d u c t t h i s
summer. I t i s coming down a t a c o s t of £100 ,000 t o make way f o r
t h e new F r o g m o o r R e l i e f R o a d .

Lorna C a s s i d y o rg a n i s e d a good fi g h t to save i t , c o l l e c t i n ghundreds of s i g n a t u r e s (and we thank a l l of you who s e n t y o u r s i n ,
b u t d e s p i t e a p l e a t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , i t h a s t o b e d e m o l i s h e d .

I w e n t a l o n g w i t h L o r n a a n d F r a n c e s A l e x a n d e r t o meet t h e h i g h w a y
e n g i n e e r s a t County H a l l , Ay l e s b u r y, and we
e n g i n e e r ' s o f fi c e p r o m p t l y and t r e a t e d w i t h g r e a t sympathy and
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . They r e a l l y d o n ' t want to pull i t down, bu t t h e r e
a r e s t a n d a r d s t o w h i c h new r o a d s h a v e t o be c o n s t r u c t e d .

b e t w e e n t h e a r c h e s o f t h e o l d d i s u s e d v i a d u c t . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a v e b e g g e d for t h i s new r o a d , a n d t h e y h a v e a l l
been t a l k i n g about i t for n e a r l y 20 y e a r s , so i t i s time they go t
on with i t (well , when they have the funds) . And they do r e a l i s e
t h a t t he re are p robab ly l o t s of people who don ' t want the new road,
but the D i s t r i c t Council lors have approved i t , so i t has to be .
That i s the o f fi c i a l v i e w, and a t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g i t p r e v a i l s .
Lorna i s going to present the p e t i t i o n t o the D i s t r i c t Council, and
a s k them t o r e c o n s i d e r . I ' m s u r e we a l l s e c o n d t h a t .

A n n a B i r k s
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• Future Programme
28th A p r i l i n t h e B r i t i s h
Legion Hall at 8 p.m. i n n u a l General Meeting, followed by a

t a l k a b o u t U r b a n w i l d l i f e s i t e s by a
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of BBONI.

2 7 t h A p r i l - 5 th May To w n a n d w a t e r T r a i l s o n 2 6 t h a p r i l
a n d 3rd May. Town T r a i l m e e t a t t h e
P a r i s h C h u r c h a t 2 p . m . Water T r a i l
m e e t a t P a n n M i l l a t 2 p . m .
S t a l l a t t h e P a r i s h C h u r c h o n 2 n d May
f rom 8 . 3 0 a . m .

1 2 t h J u n e i n t h e B r i t i s h
L e g i o n H a l l a t 8 p . m .

M u s i c a l E v e n i n g w i t h A l a n Neyman a n d
F r i e n d s - T i c k e t s £ 2 e a c h f r o m
B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n H. .v. 2 6 6 1 6

2 2 n d O c t o b e r Mr. John Boyes, S o c i e t y f o r t h e
P r o t e c t i o n of a n c i e n t B u i l d i n g s -

' w i n d a n d V a t e r f a l l s '

XXXXXXXxXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX

Quarter ly Meeting 12th F e b r u a r y 1987
C h r i s t o p h e r Swanwick, Chief P l a n n i n g O f fi c e r o f wycombe D i s t r i c t
Counc i l had a g r e e d t o t a l k a b o u t t h e work of h i s D e p a r t m e n t , and
t h e i s s u e s a n d p r o b l e m s t h a t p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s . T h e r e w a s a
g r a t i f y i n g l y l a r g e and r e s p o n s i v e a u d i e n c e , and Mr. Swanwick
m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r c l o s e i n t e r e s t w i t h h i s comments , a n d t h e c o l o u r
s l i d e s w h i c h i l l u s t r a t e d t h e p o i n t s w h i c h h e w i s h e d t o i n t r o d u c e .

T h e r e was n o a t t e m p t t o s k i r t r o u n d t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e s o f t h e
t o w n c e n t r e O c t a g o n r e f u r b i s h m e n t , t h e A r t s C e n t r e s i t e b e h i n d
t h e High S t r e e t , and the c o n t i n u a l a n d u n r e m i t t i n g p r e s s u r e s
p l a c e d on the l o c a l envi ronment by p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s . I n d e e d
t h e c e n t r a l theme was ( i n e s s e n c e ) ' c o n t i n u i n g change and how to
f a c e up t o i t ' . MI. Swanwick d i d no t deny t h a t d i s a s t r o u s , or a t
b e s t , dismal planning dec is ions had been made in High wycombe
( a l b e i t l a rg e l y before h i s a r r i v a l a t w.D.C.).

N e v e r t h e l e s s , he p r e s e n t e d a r o b u s t b r i e f on h i s D e p a r t m e n t ' s
a t t e m p t s to p r o d u c e a c o h e r e n t Area P l a n , and t o oppose t h e l e a s t
accep tab le , and to modify and/or accept the planning a p p l i c a t i o n s
w i t h i n h e r e n t m e r i t . The town c e n t r e shop f a s c i a s were d i s c u s s e d ,
w i th pho tographed examples , to good e f f e c t .

The p r e s e n t Government's a t t i t u d e to Planning Pol icy, and the
p r o b l e m s i n h e r e n t i n the farmlands, which are l i k e l y t o be surplus
f o o d p r o d u c t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t s , w e r e a l s o n o t e d a n d i l l u s t r a t e d ,
w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e g a r d t o t h e A r e a s o f O u t s t a n d i n g N a t u r a l B e a u t y,
a n d G r e e n B e l t .

The evening conc luded w i t h p e r t i n e n t q u e s t i o n s which Mr. swanwick
a n s w e r e d   b r i s k l y   w i t h   a   w e l c o m e   f r a n k n e s s . we a r e g r a t e f u l t o h im
f o r g i v i n g u p h i s t i m e t o t h e S o c i e t y , a n d J a c k S c r u t o n ' s Vo t e of
Thanks had a c c u r a t e l y and amus ing ly r e f e r r e d t o t h e b u s t l i n g
a c t i v i t y i n t h e P l a n n i n g Depa r tmen t , and the p redominance o f
charming l ady p l ann ing a s s i s t a n t s t o deal w i t h t h e u n i n t e r r u p t e d
fl o w o f c a l l e r s and e n q u i r e r s t o t h e o f fi c e .

R o g e r L a w s o n


