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Deru committee
members announced

Names elected
The fo l lowing o f fi c e r s and
c o m m i t t e e members w e r e e l e c t e d
a t the Annual Meeting•
P r e s i d e n t : Mr L J Mayes.
Vice-presidents: Miss MNash
and Councillor Mrs K Peatey JP.
Chairman: Mr R J Lawson.
Vi c e - c h a i r m a n : Mrs E Roe.
S e c r e t a r y : Mr J S Gore.
T r e a s u r e r : Mr N G i l e s .
Committee: Mr C Adams, Mr B
H o n e s s , Mrs P K e a r n e y , Mrs M
King (Pann Mill Group), Mr J
Lee, Mr G Neal, Mrs P Phillips,
Mr R J Rippington, Mr J Scruton
(Planning Secretary), Mr R I
Sims (Minutes Secretary), Mrs J
Tully, Mrs A Woodward (Member-
ship Secretary).

1 l s e a t s were t a k e n a t t h e
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hal l on
Thursday ? April f o r t h i s
y e a r ' s Annual General Meeting,
which preceded t h e l e c t u r e
given by Professor Al ice
Coleman (see report on page 3 )

The large a t t endance made fo r a l i v e l y
meeting, which was briskly conducted by our
Chairman, Roger Lawson. The r e p o r t s by the
Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer were
d i s t r i b u t e d and accepted by members, a s were
the changes proposed for an i n c r e a s e i n
s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s , d e t a i l s of which w i l l be
s e n t to a l l members and a f fi l i a t e d A s s o c i a t i o n s .

The Chairman announced t h a t Jack Scruton
wished t o r e t i r e from the pos t o f Hon.
Secretary, which he had held from the inception
of the Society in 1968. However, Jack was
w i l l i n g t o serve on the Executive Committee as
Planning Secretary, but would appreciate help
with t h e ever i n c r e a s i n g load o f planning
a p p l i c a t i o n s from any member of the
Society in teres ted in th i s type of
work.



ur new pres iden t - L J Mayes

Members of the Socie ty are d e l i g h t e d to learn t h a t Mr L J Mayes
h a s c o n s e n t e d t o be o u r new P r e s i d e n t . Mr Mayes i s o f c o u r s e w e l l
known and widely r e spec t ed High Wycombe p e r s o n a l i t y. Mr Mayes
fi r s t came to High Wycombe from Watford in 1932 t o be the " t r a i n e d a s

assistant" at the then newly-opened Borough Library in Queen Victoria
Road. Four years l a t e r , at the age of 25, he was appointed Borough

Librarian, a post which he held unt i l his retirement some 17 years ago. He developed
an i n t e r e s t in local h is tory, which culminated in the publication of several books
on the history o f the Borough, on chairmaking and papermaking. With Councillor Avery
he b u i l t up a working co l lec t ion of exh ib i t s r e l a t i ng to chairmaking and other local
i n d u s t r i e s , which has been developed into what is now the Wycombe ghair Museum. He
also in i t i a ted the l ib ra ry ' s unique collect ion of local photographs.

Returning to the l ibrary after wartime service in the RAF, he s ta r ted a new venture:
making tape-recordings of in te res t ing local people fo r p o s t e r i t y. Since h i s r e t i r e -
ment, Mr Mayes has been a popular lecturer on a range of subjects relating to the
Ch i l t e rns and the River Thames (where he l ived on a house-boat f o r a number of
years) and the social history of people at work ard at le i sure . He has recently
s t a r t e d record ing h i s l ec tu re s as " t a lk ing books" fo r the b l i n d . He keeps fi t by
w a l k i n g and c y c l i n g in the C h i l t e r n s and beyond .

The greatest waxer
had been a member o f the High Wycombe Soc ie ty fo r a year before I fi r s t

met Jack Scruton and became involved. Responding to a Soc ie ty Newsle t t e r
appeal for a Trees Group one bright Spring morning when the sap was r i s i ng
and e n e r g y m a n i f e s t in a l l young g r o w t h , I t e l e p h o n e d o f f e r i n g h e l p . The
v o i c e t h a t I spoke to was y o u t h f u l , a l e r t , i n t e r e s t e d - I was a l i t t l e
fl ippant . Soon after I called on him, unexpected, and my pre-formed image
of a dynamic young man to banter with changed immediately. He is c e r t a i n l y
dynamic and can be b a n t e r e d with b u t no one can t a l k w i t h J a c k on the

s u b j e c t o f High Wycombe f o r more t h a n t h r e e m i n u t e s w i t h o u t b e c o m i n g a w a r e o f how
much he c a r e s f o r the town, i t s people and t h e i r environment . His care i s mani fes t
in his commitment in founding and inspiring the High Wycombe Society for 20 years.
Jack has put much of his l i f e into this work - all who have helped know that in
g i v i n g a s much time and e f f o r t a s we can, he g iv ing much more. His f o r e s i g h t , h i s
a b i l i t y t o see plans - the good and bad a s p e c t s b e f o r e t h e y become c r e a t i o n s - a n d
to persuade o the r s to th ink , see the consequences, cons ide r o p t i o n s , and a c t , a r e
s p e c i a l t a l e n t s .

The g r e a t e r p a r t of h i s e f f o r t h a s been in p l a n n i n g . Commencing w i t h ' t h e Rye P r o t e c t i o n
S o c i e t y , w h i c h s a v e d t h e Rye from b e i n g s e a r e d by a road, then the High Wycombe Socie ty
and, among many others, the memorable stand to save H7, an a rea of open fi e l d s
between Hazlemere and Widmer End - do you remember t h e process ion o f p r o t e s t through
the town bearing banners, urn and effigies? Most recently, through Jack's e ffor t s
the a n c i e n t Desborough Cast le s i t e has been p r o t e c t e d from d e v e l o p m e n t . In a l l t h i s
and much more Jack has spent hundreds of hours viewing plans, at tending Council meet-
ings and speaking for the Society a t appeals. The High Wycombe Society viewpoint has

n o t a l w a y s won. D e s p i t e winning t h e c a s e f o r The Chequers t h r i c e on appea l , the
bui ld ing was los t by neglect, but Jack has laways been too concerned for Wycombe as
a whole to be de t r r eed by lost causes . His outlook i s p o s i t i v e and d i r e c t e d towards

c r e a t i v e i d e a s as much as opposing bad ones. Jack has res igned the post of S e c r e t a r y
c o n t i n u e d o n P3.



from page t w o . . .

b u t w i l l c o n t i n u e w i t h
t h e P l a n n i n g G r o u p ,
s c r u t i n i s i n g a n d r e s -
ponding on b e h a l f of
the Soc ie ty to the
ever i nc r ea s ing number
of p l a n n i n g appl ic -
a t i o n s . H i s h i g h e s t
a c c o l a d e (more o f t e n
g i v e n t o women than
men!) was "a waxer."
Jack, you're the
g r e a t e s t waxer of them
a l l . Whi le we welcome
J o h n Gore i n t h e b r a v e
pos i t i on o f Sec re t a ry
we t h a n k you f o f a l l
you have done for the
Soc ie ty dur ing 20
y e a r s i n t h a t pos t ,
and we a r e very g l a d
you ' re s t ay ing with
น ธ .

- B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n

=3=

Cutting crime and
sharp comments
from the Professor

he g u e s t s p e a k e r a t t h i s l i v e l y and s t i m -
u l a t i n g m e e t i n g was P r o f e s s o r A l i c e C o l e -
man, eminent Geographer and Director of
the Land Reseafch Unit at King's College,
London. Land use and living conditions
are A l i c e ' s p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t s , r e v -
ealed i n her p u b l i c a t i o n s which inc lude
The Planning Challenge of the Ottawa
Area and Utopia On Trial : Vision and

Real i ty i n Planned Housing. She i n i t i a t e d and d i r ec t ed
the second Land U t i l i z a t i o n Survey of B r i t a i n i n the
1960s, working with 3,000 volunteer geographers, and shehas s ince s tud ied the problems revealed by the land use
maps, 120 of which have been published. At present her
main concern is the e ffec t ofbad housing design in prom-
oting crime and social breakdown. Her work and views on
t h i s have been w e l l documented i n t h e n a t i o n a l p r e s s .

Professor Coleman has followed r e sea rch undertaken in
America by Oscar Newman, who l i s t ed 12 variables, which if
included in building design, encouraged crime. When she
a p p l i e d t h e s e v a r i a b l e s t o b u i l d i n g in Great B r i t a i n the
number increased to 16. Her research, back by graphs and
s t a t i s t i c s , shows that improved design can a l lev ia te and
e r a d i c a t e many o f the problems. This i s proved by some
of the important work she is r e spons ib le f o r on l a rg eblocks of fl a t s in inner c i t i e s . For example, by removing
walkways and p a r t i t i o n i n g c o r r i d o r s the m u l t i p l i c i t y of
escape routes for criminals is reduced, and s t ra tegic s i tes
for missi le throwing are removed. Housing res iden t s a t groun
ground fl o o r level and adding gardens provides opportun-
i t y f o r b e t t e r s u r v e i l l a n c e o f t h e a r e a and r e d u c e s anon-
imity, besides encouraging neighbourhoodliness. Accumulated
l i t t e r h a s been more than unce found t o be a h id ing place
for dead bodies.

Professor Coleman's message was earnest : good design and
remedial work to improve poor des ign i s far more c o s t -
e f f e c t i v e and of g r e a t e r long term b e n e fi t than cosmetic
f a c e - l i f t s and c o s t l y p o l i c i n g . The Dept of the Environ-
ment i s expected s h o r t l y to commission Alice Coleman to
p r o p o s e r e d e s i g n p l a n s f o r f u r t h e r s e l e c t e d e s t a t e s .
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"Walkers1 i   T r o n g u   t y   w e r   t h o e   n a s   m o v i n g   t a g e s . "

castoon by elizabeth beard
THE d e c i s i o n by the Sec re ta ry o f S t a t e t o al low Wycombe Wanderers
t o move to e s t a b l i s h a new ground a t Sands in the Green B
C h i l t e r n s AONB is one which has been g ree ted with cons t e rna t i on
in many q u a r t e r s , including the C o u n c i l ' s Planning Department.
I t seems t h a t in t h i s c a s e t h e p o l i c i e s p r o t e c t i n g t h e Green
Belt and ONB were discarded, as the Inspector considered that
t h e n e e d s of t h e h o s p i t a l mus t b e s a t i s fi e d a t a l l c o s t s . On
the su r f ace t h a t seems a worthy reason , bu t for those o f us who
a t t ended the I n q u i r y f e e l ve ry d i f f e r e n t l y about the r e s u l t . The

rys ide and a g r e a t impact on the people o f Sands. It a l s o enab les
a large developer to r ide to victory on the back of the hospi ta l ,
enabl ing him to e s t a b l i s h ano the r DIY warehouse in the place
originally meant for housing and community use.

THIS r e c e n t i n q u i r y was h e l d t o d e t e r m i n e the a p p l i c a t i o n t o
change the two farms into a golf course, together with establish-
ing farm buildings as accommodation for v i s i t o r s . The g r e a t con-
troversy hs been the subject of several applications, with
frequent amendments, using the policy of "changing the goal
posts" to weaken res is tance . After a s e r i e s of re fusa ls , the
Wycombe Dis t r ic t Council fina l ly succumbed, but pressure from
many q u a r t e r s , including the S o c i e t y, r e s u l t e d in the s e t t i n g
up of a Public Inqui ry. There i s widespread and well founded
opposition to the application, as i t is obvious that a change
t o a g o l f course would have the most s e r i o u s e f f e c t on t h i s
d e l i g h t f u l and h i s t o r i c v a l l e y .

HAVE you heard o f the l a t e s t craze o f the adu l t vers ion of
cowboys and Indians? Apparently t h i s i s becoming a l u c r a t i v e
venture for owners of woodlands and entrepeneurs, with groups
o f a d u l t s b e i n g l u r e d i n t o wood lands a t some expense in o r d e r
to sa t i s fy their innate longing to recreat their childhood by
by taking part in War Games. The pastime i s supposed to make
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them more a l e r t and able to take swi f t decis ions , and no doubt
m a k e t h e m m o r e success fu l in the new e n t e r p r i s e c u l t u r e . U n f o r -
tuna te ly the games i n fl i c t damage on woodland and t h e i r wild-
l i f e , and i n t e r f e r e with the normal use by walkers . A recent
a p p l i c a t i o n to use par t o f Deangarden Wood was opposed by the
Society, Keep Hill Residents and Deangarden R s iden t s , and by
the Countryside Commission, and fortunately the application was
refused by the Council . We have nowheard from Deangarden Wood
R.A. t h a t a woodland a t Lane End i s in use for the games. We
wonder i f planning approval has been g iven . We wil l i n v e s t i g a t e .

n 1984 The High Wycombe Society were celebrat ing the completion
of a new Mill b u i l d i n g on the Pann Mill s i t e . A donat ion from
Marks and Spencer in t h e i r centenary year made i t poss ib le for
the Trees and Water Group t o pursue our dream of r e s t o r i n g the
l a s t remaining working water wheel on the River Wye and s e l l i n g
s t o n e ground fl o u r to the people o f Wycombe. A l a rg e workshop
has been b u i l t on the back o f the s i t e where the whee l ' s buckets

starts and bolts hate been stripped, painted and now await their replacement
on the wheel. We aim t o have a fu l ly opera t iona l wheel fo r Wycombe Show i n
September. Many o the r aspects of r e s t o r a t i o n work have
continued alongside the wheel. For instance, repaint-
ing o f the wal l s o f the m i l l race and a fi n e s e t of
oak s l u i ce boards t o rep lace the o r i g i n a l s . We a t h e r

by
p r a fi n g the mill boarding i s a cont inuing process ,
but e s s e n t i a l a s many fi n e a r t e f a c t s a r e s to red with
in. Together with genera l maintenance o f the grounds, Муга
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council have replaced the willow tree,
blown down in the October g a l e s . We a r e lucky to have
a r e s i d e n t gardener i n Margaret Simmons, who i s p l a n t -

King
ing shrubs and wild flowers and keeping our s i t e t i d y. The e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h i s
project is evident at the Sunday morning work part ies . Helpers are invited to
share i n the a c t i v i t i e s . Can you help? We a r e looking f o r a person to make an
a l l - w e a t h e r d i s p l a y board to g ive a b r i e f h i s t o r y of t h i s unique wheel for
permament d ispay on the s i t e . And can anyone donate old garden t o o l s for our
s i t e ?

- Myra King (High Wycombe 23968) IN FORMAT
Pann Mill:
exciting times
on the way



B E N V I R O N M E N T
W E E K

On the trail of
a c e l e b r a t i o n

he High Wycombe Society's
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o N a t i o n a l E n v -
i r o n m e n t Week took p l a c e on
May Day - May 2nd - when the
Water and Town T r a i l s were
walked. These were adve r t i s ed
in the town by Sid Spence 's
e x c e l l e n t pos t e r s . We a r e a l s o

i n d e b t e d t o t h e Bucks F r e e P r e s s f o r t h e p u b l i c -
a t i o n o f a p rominen t p i e c e a b o u t the e v e n t s .

About 12 p e o p l e e n j o y e d t h e Wa t e r T r a i l d u r i n g
a b r i g h t a f t e rnoon of sun and sp r ing showers,
u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f t h a t i n v e t e r a t e e x p l o r e r
of the Rye, Jack Scru ton . The Town Tra i l began
with an e x c e l l e n t guided tour of the Pa r i sh
Church by John Gore. This was both informative
and i n s p i r i n g . The 35 people present were then
divided into two groups to complete the town
t r a i l , one with Barbara Rippington a s guide,
introducinga new chic elegance to the Society,

and the other with me. All groups finised at
Pann Mi l l where Diana Stone and her he lpe r s o f
had p r o v i d e d t e a and a s u p e r b a r r a y o f home-
baked goodies . Everyone had enjoyed the after-
n o o n .

Meanwhile Myra King and the Pann M i l l v o l u n t e e r s
had an o p e n a f t e r n o o n . Many v i s i t o r s c a l l e d t o
inspect the r e s t o r t a t i o n work so f a r , to see the
many a r t e f a c t s on d i sp l ay and to g e n e r a l l y
enjoy the oppor tun i ty to explore tha t corner
of the Rye. The enthusiasm and i n t e r e s t of
many local p e o p l e was most e n c o u r a g i n g .

- Annie Woodward

THE fol lowing a f fi l i a t e d s o c i e t i e s have
undertaken environmental improvements
i n t h e i r a r e a s a s t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o
E n v i r o n m e n t We e k : West Wycombe WI have
planted shrubs by the v i l l a g e h a l l ; Keep
H i l l RA have c l e a r e d t h e f o o t p a t h t o t h e
Dyke; HW Morning WI have c o l l e c t e d
l i t t e r from Pann Mill s i t e . Hughenden Park
RA have t i d i e d up part o f Tinkers Wood and
Loudwater RA cleaed l i t t e r from hedgerows
in Dereham's Lane.

TOWN TRAIL

I n stall for
a r e a l t r e a t

e a r e most g r a t e f u l to
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Counci!
fo r a l lowing the Soc ie ty
to have the c h a r i t y s t a l
u n d e r t h e L i t t l e M a r k e t
House on E a s t e r S a t u r -

•day, 2nd April , follow-
ing t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f a n o t h e r
c h a r i t y . Due t o t h e s h o r t n o t i c e
wide p u b l i c i t y of the venture
was impossible. However, about
14 members agreed to bake, supply
i t e m s f o r s a l e a n d t o man t h e
s t a l l . Home made cakes and b i s -
c u i t s , p l a n t s , second-hand books
and b r i c - a - b r a c were s o l d . I t ems
ranged from a decorated cake,
t r a y s o f s eed l ings and a wide
range of paperbacks t o a t i n o f
haggis.

The s t a l l was b u s t l i n g w i t h
customers from 8am (some eager
shoppers were e e n there before
we were!) u n t i l 1pm when supp-
l i e s and he lpe r s were exhaus t -
ed.

We were surprised and de l igh t -
ed to make £129 for the morning
work. Very s ince re thanks a r e
due t o t h e r e l a t i v e l y few
people who helped and contrib-
u t e d s o e n e r o u s l y

D i a n a S t o n e
and Annie Woodward



high Wycombe
Society heritage Group

bout a year ago The Heritage Group was reformed by a
dozen members for the purpose o f persuing the follow-
ing ob jec t ives : p ro tec t ion of conservation areas, inv-
estigation of planning applications, liaison with
other soc ie t i e s , outingsand ta lks , and raising public
awareness. As i t s fi r s t taks the Group undertook to
resurvey the Wycombe Town Centre Conservation Area, a
t a s k o r i g i n a l l y c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e p r e v i o u s g r o u p d u r i n g
European Architectural Year in 1975. The survey called
for comment on such features as buildings, s t r e e t furn-
i tu re , t r a f fi c conditions, townscape and other paraphen-

a l i a . The report includds suggestions to improve the environment with the
object o f i n t e r e s t i n g the D i s t r i c t Council and t r a d e r s in t ak ing some ac t i on .
Copies have now been d i s t r i b u t e d t o Counc i l O f fi c e r s and v a r i o u s i n t e r e s t e d
parties and we are seeking a meeting with them.

The r e p o r t was l a t e r used a s a b a s i s for a p i c t o r i a l l y mounted e x h i b i t i o n a t
• Wycombe Library. In e w of the favourable comments received, it is hoped that

f u r t h e r u s e o f t h i s m a t e r i a l w i l l be made by i n t e r e s t e d s c h o o l s . The Group
gave some thought to what it could do to qualify for monies, about 22,000,
offered by the D i s t r i c t Council t o implement a scheme fo r European Year of
the Environment. We proposed the installation of sings giving details of
h i s t o r i c i m p o r t a n c e . The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l
considered the proposal t o be very worth-
while but f e l t i t was something which
h ould be undertaken by the Council . The
g r e a t e s t need of the Group i s t o fi n d a
Secretary. Are there any volunteers?
- Don Hide.*

THE High Wycombe Soc ie ty waved i t s fl a g
during Wycombe Fes t iva l with a s t and a t
the superbly organised (by the Rotary
Club) Leisure '88 exhibition. The stand
featured our model of the Market Square.
The Society also organised a t a lk by
Miriam Moir of the Chiltern Open Air
Museum and her t a l e o f cows e a t i n g the
roof of their Iron Age House found I t s
way i n t o the Wycombe' S t a r , t h e n Today
newspaper and was even mentioned by
Derek J a m e s o n on R a d i o T w o . . . f r om l i t t l
a c o r n S .   • A t r i p to the Open Air Museum v
i s being organised by the Soc ie ty and
details can be found on pagel.

drawing by Elizabeth Beard
on age you say?Not a bad vintage! "o



Householder, spare that tree...
THIS LETTER BY OUR CHAIRMAN, ROGER owners to look with apprehension, atLAWSON WAS FIRST PUBLISHED AS A the t r e s near t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s
READER'S LETTER IN DENDROLOGIST - A South East England and to decide,
PUBLICATION FOR THE (SUBSCRIBING) probably without r e a l justification,TREE ENTHUSIAST: t h a t some s a f e and m a j e s t i c t r e e

"There has been a continuing and, I
f a i r l y n e a r t h e i r house h a s go t t o be
severely lopped or felled to protect

venture to suggest, an increasing t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n t h e f a m i l y home.
t e n d e n c y f o r b u i l d e r s and d e v e l o p e r s
of r e s i d e n t i a l e s t a t e s t o p lan t h e i r
u s t a t e and p l o t layouts so t h a t i n d -
iv idua l houses a r e f r e q u e n t l y s i t e d
immediately n e a r t o mature t r e e s .
T h i s h a s a s s i s t e d t h e d e v e l o p e to
bu i ld a s many u n i t s as poss ible onto
the available ground. Inevitably, in
time, the purchasers o f the house

f e l t obliged to cut back, or fell,
the immediately a d j a c e n t t r e s s (with
or w i t h o u t planning consent where
s t i p u l a t e d ) in order t o a l l e v i a t e
t h e i r own fears that damage may be
caused to t h e i r p roper ty. This i s
hardly natural j u s t i ce , since the
t r e e s e re t h e r e fi r s t , and i t is
o n l y t h e e l e n t l e s s d e s i r e o f devel-
opers to 'cram em in ' that causes

Consequently I fear that the consider-
a b l e s t o r m l o s s o f t r e e s i n S o u t h
East England, will now be followed by
a long perio? of pruning, lopping and
f e l l i n g b y d e v e l o p e r s who c a n u s e ,
with g r e a t e r l i b e r t y, the excuse t h a t
" these t r e e s a r e dangerous and would have
t o be f e l l e d : anyway i f ou r proposed
houses were not b u i t t h e r e . " All t r ee
aficionados should beware of the 'mini
h u r r i c a n e ' o f t r e e f e l l i g which i s
l i k e l y to occur. The l o c a l D i s t r i c t
Counc i l A r b o r i c u l t u r a l i s t i s l i k e l y t o
be even more on the d fens ive than
normal, when dealing with the correctly
completed a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r f e l l i n g o r
lopping in areas where TPOs abound, but
resident ia l properties are increasing."

the s i t i n g of houses in undes i r ab le
l o c a t i o n s . The r ecen t ex t ens ive storm
damage t o t r e e s and property a l i k e - Roger Lawson
w i l l su re ly i n fl u e n c e many house-

F U Z U R E
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P r o g R a m m e
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fall ones of the alotal Amanda

R e b o e t   S a r R   a i o h ,
High Wycombe

SEPTEMBER 9TH: John Mayes IVANSPARKES will give a tall.
on Bucks Life § Customs. at
Frend, meta gumbe

18th sePtember: visit to Chiltern
Pen H25435 er modi

T h e E d i t o r o f t h e High
Wycombe Soc i e ty News-
le t ter i s Alan Cleaver, 65

Amersham R o a d , High
Wycombe, Bucks HP13
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