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H i g h W y c o m b e S o c i e t y 2 1 s t a n n i v e r s a r y
What b e t t e r way to s p e n d a d a y ? I h a v e h i r e d t h e h o r s e - d r a w n boat "Kennet
Valley" for yet another t r i p o n the popula r r u n b e t w e e n K i n t b u r y and
H u n g e r f o r d a d e l i g h t f u l s t r e t c h of t h e Kennet and Avon Canal system.
I n t e r e s t e d ?

Date: Saturday June 7. 1989. Leaving Wycombe by
coach 10am - r e tu rn ETA 5pm. Cost.: Combined
boat and coach $5.75 per person. (This charge

o n   t h e   t o t a l   c o s t   o f   n i r e   a s s u m i n g   5 3
a d u l t s wi l l be booking and with no reductions
for children). Bring your own lunch. Light
r e f r e s h m e n t s a v a i l a b l e on boat. To avoid
d i sappo in tmen t book early. Derek Woods. 19
Adelaide Road. High Wycombe. Phone HW 20284.



Designer Tycombe
At the January Quarterly Meeting, Mr Christopher Royffe talked informally to
the S o c i e t y about the landscaping p roposa l s for the c e n t r e of High Wycombe.

Born i n t h e town, Mr Royffe was e d u c a t e d a t t h e Roya l Grammar School
P o l y t e c h n i c , and d i d p o s t - g r a d u a t e work o n u r b a n d e s i g n a t Manches te r

Univers i ty. He i s now a p a r t n e r in Landscape Design Assoc ia t e s . a growing
company w i t h e x p e r i e n c e o f s e v e r a l town-cent re improvement schemes.

Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council commissioned Mr R o y f f e ' s fi r m t o l o o k a t t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t o f t h e town c e n t r e i n c l u d i n g a c c e s s roads . The fi r s t p r i o r i t y in
a n y such s tudy i s to i d e n t i f y the problems and the second is to plan how to
solve them. Mr Royffe c i t e de x a m p l e s o f town c e n t r e s s u c h P e t e r b o r o u g h

and Norwich which have been made s a f e r and more p l e a s a n t by u s i n g p e d e s t r i a n
s p a c e s .

In High Wycombe t h e p r o b l e m s t o be f a c e d w e r e t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f o l d
b u i l d i n g s by t h e r a s h o f 60s developments, and t r a f fi c which i s h o s t i l e to
pedestrians. While shopping f a c i l i t i e s a re a l r e a d y improving, the s t r e e t -
s c a p e i s not. Mr R o y f f e ' s aim w a s t o s h o w w h a t a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e a v a i l a b l e .

S a f e r and more p l e a s a n t p l a c e s a r e needed f o r p e o p l e t o shop a n d m e e t .

F r o g m o o r, f o r i n s t a n c e , i s the t o w n - c e n t r e ' s l a r g e s t o p e n s p a c e , s o a

t r a f fi c - f r e e p laza seems logical. S i m i l a r l y, i f t r a f fi c i s t aken o u t o f t h e

High S t r e e t , a b e t t e r e n v i r o n m e n t would be c r e a t e d . The D i s t r i c t Counc i l
c l a i m t h a t two p r o j e c t s d e p e n d u p o n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a N o r   t h e r n

Relief Road, which in the Society's view is highly contentious.

Repaving around the L i t t l e Market House has a l r e a d y been completed, a s h a s a

t r a f fi c - i m p r o v e m e n t scheme by Marks & Spencer's corner, where the p r e v e n t i o n
o f   t r a f f i c   t u r n i n g from Church S t r e e t i n t o P r i o r y Road a n d C a s t l e S t r e e t h a s

g r e a t l y e a s e d the "Kamikaze" c r o s s - o v e r p o i n t f o r p e d e s t r i a n s . Many o t h e r

p r o j e c t s a r e planned t o improve the ove ra l l appearance of the town, such as
pavements and gardens around the Town Hall and L i b r a r y ; the improvement o f
t h e subway from t h e C o l l e g e t o St Mary S t r e e t ; b e t t e r s i g n p o s t s t h roughou t
the town; a n d r e l a y i n g o f pavements w i t h more d u r a b l e and b e t t e r q u a l i t y
m a t e r i a l s . w e l c o m e i d e a i s to b r i n g t h e R i v e r Wye back t o l i f e by
u n c o v e r i n g i t w h e r e i t passes through Bridge S t r e e t c a r p a r k .

these improvements w i l l , it is hoped, r e s t o r e High Wycombe t o i t s p l a c e
a s a m a j o r B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e town, but many unanswered q u e s t i o n s remain, s u c h

a s : What a b o u t t h e F a l c o n ? How w i l l t he E n t e r t a i n m e n t s C e n t r e be i n t e g -
t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n Why i s t h e H i g h S t r e e t in Mr Royffe ' s

i l l u s t r a t i o n s o d o t t e d a b o u t w i t h b i t s a n d p i e c e s r a t h e r t h a n l o o k i n g
the broad c l a s s i c Bucks market town High S t r e e t i t h a s always We h a v e
only to look at old p r i n t s t o s e e how i t s h o u l d look.

Mr R o y f f e ' s informal l e c t u r e s t y l e s u i t e d the keen and a t t e n t i v e a u d i e n c e .
a n d h e a r i s w e r e d t h e m a n y q u e s t i o n s in a p r o f e s s i o n a l way. This was a very
r e v e a l i n g evening for those i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e f u t u r e o f High Wycombe.
Whatever one might think about a "Designer Wycombe", th is project does s h o w
a b a s i c c o m m i t m e n t f r o m w h i c h should a l l u l t i m a t e l y b e n e fi t .
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Future plans for fligh Zilycombe
I m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g o u r
town and d i s t r i c t a r e abou t t o be
made. The Local Plan has reached i t s
fi n a l s t a g e , w i th the recommendations
of the Government Inspector now being
c o n s i d e r e d , and the S e c r e t a r y o f
S t a t e h a s p u b l i s h e d h i s p r o p o s e d
m o d i fi c a t i o n s t o the County S t r u c t u r e
Plan. T h e s e two s e t s o f p r o p o s a l s a r e
of the g r e a t e s t importance for the
f u t u r e o f o u r town. The t h r e e
p r i n c i p a l i t e m s a r e t h o s e c o n c e r n e d
w i t h h o u s i n g , t h e f u t u r e o f t h e G r e e n
Belt and AONB, and road p roposa l s .

HOUSING

T h e r e h a s b e e n a m a r k e d d i f f e r e n c e o f
o p i n i o n b e t w e e n t h e C o u n t y a n d o u r
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e
a m o u n t o f h o u s i n g w h i c h s h o u l d b e
p r o v i d e d f o r t h e p e r i o d o f 1986 -
2001. The County proposed 7,200.
While o u r D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l p r o p o s e d
9.840. The S t r u c t u r e P l an P a n e l
proposed 8,600 a s a compromise. The
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e
i n c r e a s e p r o p o s e d by t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l would a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y
invo lve e x t e n s i v e b u i l d i n g on t h e
w h i l e l a n d a r o u n d H i g h Wycombe a n d
t h a t t h e r e had a l r e a d y been a
s u b s t a n t i a l body o f o b j e c t i o n t o t h e
s m a l l e r i n c r e a s e p r o p o s e d i n t h e
a l t e r a t i o n s . The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e
s t a t ed f u r t h e r " t h a t t he r e i s a need
to d e a l c a r e f u l l y w i t h t he l o c a l
environment." He proposed t h e r e f o r e
tha t t h e t o t a l number o f d w e l l i n g s
s h o u l d be 6,600. This p r o p o s a l w i l l
most c e r t a i n l y be welcomed by a l l
t h o s e w h o c a r e a b o u t t h e n e e d t o
p r o t e c t t he c o u n t r y s i d e a r o u n d o u r
t o w n . T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s wh ich w i l l b e
made by c o n v e r s i o n s a n d i n - fi l l i n g
w i t h i n t h e u r b a n a r e a a r e d i f fi c u l t
to f o r e c a s t but u n d o u b t e d l y t h e s e
w i l l be s u b s t a n t i a l .

GREEN BELT

The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e c o n s i d e r s t h a t

the f u t u r e o f t h e G r e e n B e l t a n d t h e
white land, much of which i s i n the
AONB. should be a ma t t e r fo r the
local plan to decide. He tu rned down
the p o s s i b i l i t y o f i n c l u d i n g W a l t e r s
Ash and Naphill in the Green Belt,
and t h i s w i l l be a g r e a t
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t t o the l o c a l
r e s i d e n t s . The Local P l a n I n s p e c t o r
s u g g e s t e d tha t G r e e n Bel t l a n d w e s t
o f Hammersley Lane a n d a t R a y n e r s
s h o u l d b e t a k e n o u t o f t h e G r e e n
Belt, w h i c h wou ld p l a c e t h e l a n d in a
much more v u l n e r a b l e p o s i t i o n . The
suggestion met with fi e r c e l o c a l
o p p o s i t i o n and the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l
d e c i d e d t o r e t a i n t h e t w o a r e a s i n
the Green Belt.

TRANSPORT AND ROADS
F o l l o w i n g t h e P u b l i c E n q u i r y i n t o t h e
Loca l P l a n h e l d l a s t May a t w h i c h t h e
S o c i e t y made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a b o u t
s e v e r a l m a t t e r s , n o t a b l y on the
p r o p o s a l s f o r new r o a d s . t h e
I n s p e c t o r h a s now p u b l i s h e d h i s
comments , c o n c l u s i o n s and
recommendations. H i s r e p o r t i s
ava i l ab l e for i n s p e c t i o n . and indeed
p u r c h a s e , a t t h e P l a n n i n g O f fi c e a t
the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l O f fi c e s . The new
roads which the Soc ie ty were, and
s t i l l a re , p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned
a b o u t a r e the Frogmoor D i v e r s i o n , the
N o r t h e r n R e l i e f Road from Temple End
to the Law Courts and the A404
d i v e r s i o n f rom H a z l e m e r e t o Te m p l e
End. Whilst the I n s p e c t o r had no
p o w e r t o r e c o m m e n d a n y a l t e r a t i o n s t o
the Plan in r e s p e c t o f r o a d s , he d i d
make some i n t e r e s t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s
which j u s t i fi e d t h e p o i n t s made by
the S o c i e t y and o t h e r o b j e c t o r s . He
wrote: "Although the Plan p r e s e n t l y
s e e k s to p r o t e c t pos s ib l e r o u t e s , the
c a s e f o r t h e o b j e c t o r s mus t b e
relevant in that the p r o p o s a l s ,
whether a p p r o p r i a t e or not , a r e based
on very o l d s t u d i e s . The s o l u t i o n s
were a r r i v e d a t w h e n l e s s w a s k n o w n
and a p p r e c i a t e d o f t h e i m p a c t of new
roads on the b u i l t environment. The



o b j e c t o r s s eek and a r e e n t i t l e d t o D i s t r i c t a n d C o u n t y C o u n c i l s w i l l a c t
h a v e more d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n . Some on the Inspector's suggestions and
o f the road p r o p o s a l s a r e s t i l l i n i t i a t e new s t u d i e s i n t o t r a f fi c
d i s t a n t and beyond the pe r iod o f the problems. We c o n fi d e n t l y expect that
Plan. Neve r the l e s s the c o n t r i b u t i o n s u c h s t u d i e s would come to the
of the Highway Author i ty t o the Plan c o n c l u s i o n t h a t d r i v i n g new r o a d s
might have been a new t r a f fi c study, t h r o u g h b u i l t - u p a r e a s comes nowhere
some d e t a i l i n g o f p r o p o s a l s and a near so lv ing the problems, but on the
b a l a n c i n g o f highway and c o n t r a r y, c r e a t e s new problems or
environmental factors." We hope the shif ts them elsewhere. John Gore.

Tomorrouis toun
THE High Wycombe town cen t r e proposals are r e p o r t e d elsewhere i n the

Newsletter. These proposals by the Dis t r ic t Council were put to the public
l a s t A u g u s t to o b t a i n t h e i r r e a c t i o n and to s eek t he i r o p i n i o n s and ideas.
About 76 p e o p l e r e sponded to t h e consul ta t ion. This i s ve ry d i s a p p o i n t i n g
a s i t was exciting opportunity for those interested in the town c e n t r e

to make t h e i r v iews known on the p r o p o s a l s w h i c h w i l l s e t t h e p a t t e r n

the next 5 to 10 y e a r s and cou ld be expec ted t o l a s t some 20 to 30 y e a r s .

The Heritage Group responded on behalf of the Society, and i t s ideas and
o p i n i o n s , w h i c h o t h e r members to f o r m u l a t e t h e i r own. a r e
s u m m a r i s e d   a s   b e l o w :

FALCON INN: It was cons idered tha t the fa te o f the Falcon Inn was an e a r l y
t e s t of the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s r e so lve in meeting i t s own r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
i n r e s p e c t of p l a n n i n g f o r c o m m e r c e a n d l e i s u r e hand in hand, a n d
emphasising the h i s t o r y and charac te r of the town.

NORTHERN RELIEF ROAD: As t h e t o w n w i l l o n l y be g e t t i n g a p e d e s t r i a n
p r i o r i t y s y s t e m i n s t e a d of a f u l l y p e d e s t r i a n i s e d system. i s the c o s t o f
the road together with i t s environmental impact f u l l y j u s t i fi e d ?

FOCAL POINTS: The group suggested focal p o i n t s of i n t e r e s t which could take
the form o f scu lp tu re or s t a t u e s sponsored by local i n d u s t r i e s and
e n t e r p r i s e s and incorpora ted i n t o an overa l l theme.

DISABLED PEOPLE As people become o l d e r , many are l i a b l e to fi n d themselves
d i s a b l e d in some form or other. If they are c o n fi n e d to a wheelchair then
the r i d ing q u a l i t y of the footway will be important to them. If they have
d i f fi c u l t y i n g e t t i n g up from the s i t t i n g p o s i t i o n t h e n arm r e s t s on p u b l i c
s e a t s w i l l h e l p . The c a r e f u l u s e o f d i f f e r e n t t e x t u r e d p a v i n g m a t e r i a l c a n

a s s i s t p a r t i a l l y - s i g h t e d people to fi n d t h e i r way.

a l s o c o m m e n t e d o n p a v i n g m a t e r i a l s , t r e e p l a n t i n g , s t r e e t
f u r n i t u r e , parking and the p o s i t i o n i n g and a r r a n g e m e n t o f s e a t i n g .

Finally, i f the Di s t r i c t Council is to be e n c o u r a g e d to c o n t i n u e t o s e e k

publ ic o p in io n , p a r t i c u l a r l y on m a t t e r s r e l a t e d t o the town c e n t r e , then
m e m b e r s m u s t make a p o i n t i n d i v i d u a l l y w h e n e v e r t h e

o p p o r t u n i t y occurs.

DON HIDE
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c o n t r a r y to t h e Loca l Plan, w h i c h
proposes a mixture o f housing types
in l a r g e d e v e l o p m e n t s . We s u p p o r t the
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l and have p r e s s e d f o r
s o m e t h i n g b e t t e r o n t h i s s i t e .

STEWART AND ARNOLD CHOCOLATE FACTORY

W i t h r e g a r d t o t h e f u t u r e o f t h i s
i m p o r t a n t s i t e , f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s
h a v e t a k e n p l a c e w i t h the County
P l a n n i n g O f fi c e r and County E n g i n e e r.
a n d s e r i o u s o b j e c t i o n s h a v e b e e n m a d e
about the amount of employment and
t r a f fi c g e n e r a t i o n i f t h e s i t e i s
u s e d s o l e l y f o r o f fi c e development.
As a r e s u l t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n h a s b e e n
r e f u s e d a n d f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n w i l l
no doubt t a k e p lace . It i s hoped t ha t
t h e s i t e w i l l b e d e v e l o p e d f o r m o r e

a p p r o p r i a t e town c e n t r e uses , which
may i n c l u d e a mix of r e t a i l , o f fi c e
a n d communi ty use. C e r t a i n l y t h e r e i s
an o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n c o r p o r a t e some
kind o f town cen t r e housing.

JOHN NORTH PLAYING FIELDS. MARLOW
HILL

L i k e many o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s , t h e
B u c k s   C o u n t y   C o u n c i l   i s comply ing
w i t h g o v e r n m e n t wishes by s e i z i n g
e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s p o s e o f
p l a y i n g fi e l d s wh ich a r e c o n s i d e r e d
t o be s u r p l u s t o r e q u i r e m e n t s . This
s h o r t - s i g h t e d and r e l e n t l e s s p u r s u i t
o f p r o fi t i s c a u s i n g g r e a t c o n c e r n i n
m a n y q u a r t e r s , w h i c h i s n o t
s u r p r i s i n g i n view o f p resen t and
f u t u r e n e e d s o f r e c r e a t i o n a n d o p e n
s p a c e . T h e fi n e s i t e o f t h e J o h n
N o r t h P l a y i n g F i e l d s i s now the
s u b j e c t o f a n a p p l i c a t i o n for 98
d e t a c h e d h o u s e s . We u n d e r s t a n d t h a t
the p l a n d o e s n o t p l e a s e t h e D i s t r i c t
Council , which is not surpr is ing . The
p l a n l a c k s i m a g i n a t i o n a n d i s
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FROGMOOR DIVERSION

We r e p o r t e d on p r e v i o u s l y o n t h e

Public E n q u i r y r e l a t i n g t o t h e
compulsory purchase of land for the
n e w r o a d t o b y p a s s Frogmoor in o u r
Autumn 1988 n e w s l e t t e r . The S e c r e t a r y
of S t a t e for Transpor t has n o w

d e c i d e d t h a t t h e s c h e m e s h o u l d go
a h e a d . T h i s means t h e r e w i l l be a new
roundabout a t Temple End, and a dua l -
c a r r i g e w a y r o a d from
Oxford Road roundabou t p a s s i n g b e t w e e n
t h e C l o c k H o u s e ( f o r m e r I n t i m a t e

S a i n s b u r y ' s
from Frogmoor to S a i n s b u r y ' s

V i c t o r i a n r a i l w a y v i a d u c t w i l l h a v e
t o b e d e m o l i s h e d t o m a k e way f o r t h e
r o a d . We s t i l l t h i n k t h a t B e l l fi e l d
R o a d c o u l d h a v e c a r r i e d t h e t r a f fi c
w h i c h n e e d s t o b e d i v e r t e d t o e n a b l e
Frogmoor t o be p e d e s t r i a n i s e d .

CONINGSBY ROAD

Many a r e a s o f High Wycombe have
s u f f e r e d deve lopment p r e s s u r e s , bu t
Coningsby R o a d mus t s u r e l y be the
m o s t u n f o r t u n a t e v ic t im. A o n c e
p l e a s a n t a n d c o m p a r a t i v e l y q u i e t
r e s i d e n t i a l r o a d i s now o v e r w h e l m e d



EMB.

w i t h a l l k i n d s o f p r o b l e m s a n d
e s p e c i a l l y t r a f fi c . The l a t e s t
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r h o u s i n g o n t h e
a d j a c e n t old a l l o t m e n t l a n d i s
c a u s i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n c e r n t o l o c a l
r e s i d e n t s and o t h e r s f u r t h e r a fi e l d .
i n c l u d i n g t h i s S o c i e t y . T h e
prominence of t h e s i t e a n d o t h e r
f a c t o r s s h o u l d h a v e p e r s u a d e d t h e
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l t h a t t h i s was not
t h e place for housing, b u t t h e
o p p o s i t i o n was o f no a v a i l . The s i t e
n e e d s very s p e c i a l s k i l l s f a r removed
from t h o s e d i s p l a y e d i n t h e p l a n s
s u b m i t t e d . We hope t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l w i l l do e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e
t o r e d u c e t h e i m p a c t of t h e
development. After a l l i t i s Council
l a n d !

FLORRIE ONSLOW

g r e a t s e n s e o f l o s s t h a t we h e a r d o f t h e d e a t h o f F l o r r i e
Onslow. She had been a loyal member of the High
y e a r s a n d g r e a t love f o r h e r n a t i v e town. a n d a d e s i r e t h a t i t s
b e a u t y s h o u l d be p r e s e r v e d . The h e r p r e v i o u s p u p i l s
p r o v e that s h e was loved a n d r e s p e c t e d by them a n d t h a t her i n t e r e s t in t h e
t o w n a n d i t s e n v i r o n m e n t h a d t o t h e m a n d r e m e m b e r e d

F l o r r i e พ อ ร a warm h e a r t e d , i n t e l l i g e n t woman, w i t h a c o m m e n d a b l e s e n s e of
o r d e r a n d d i s c i p l i n e ( s a d l y l a c k i n g today!). I sha l l always remember the
c o u r a g e a n d c o m p l e t e l a c k o f s e l f p i t y du r ing the last yea r s . when from a
v e r y a c t i v e l i f e s h e w a s c o n fi n e d to her house. but s t i l l w e l c o m e d h e r
f r i e n d s w i t h u s u a l b r i g h t m a n n e r t a l k e d i n t e r e s t i n g l y o f o l d
Wycombe a n d friendship, s t i l l rememberedvividly and w i t h m u c h a ffec t ion .

We sha l l miss Florrie. She was a c h a r a c t e r i n t h e b e s t sense. Her a f f e c t i o n
fo r Wycombe and i t s people wi l l long be remembered, not only by members of
the High Wycombe Soc i e ty, but by her many friends. I was p r o u d t o be one o f
them.

M a r j o r i e N a s h

HUGHENDEN VALLEY APPEAL

Attached t o t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i s an appeal n o t i c e from the Nat ional Tr u s t in
respec t of Naphill Farm. This S o c i e t y p rominen t p a r t o v e r a long
p e r i o d i n the s u c c e s s f u l b a t t l e t o s ave the Hughenden Va l l e y from the g o l f
c o u r s e development. I n order t o p r o t e c t i o n t h i s most
i m p o r t a n t a p p r o a c h t o High Wycombe i t i s necessary for the Nat iona l Tr u s t
to complete the purchase of Naphi l l Farm. We make a very spec i a l p l e a to
a l l our a f fi l i a t e d . o rg a n i s a t i o n s , members and f r i e n d s t o h e l p t h i s v e r y
worthy cause by responding t o the appeal . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e l o v e l y
Hughenden Va l l e y s h o u l d be k e p t for t h e b e n e fi t of the whole community, so
p l e a s e be generous .

Roger Lawson, Cha i rman 6



N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t W e e k

T h i s i s t h e o n e week in the year when the environment - everyone's local
surroundings - is in the cen t r e s t a g e , when voluntary groups, counci ls ,
fi r m s , s c h o o l s , t h e media. a n d p e o p l e l i k e o u r s e l v e s p u l l t o g e t h e r to h e l p
make B r i t a i n ' s Environment B e t t e r.

Although the word "Environment" is increasingly linked with the world-wide
c o n c e r n for t h e v a s t a n d e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s of a c i d rain, the
d e s t r u c t i o n o f the t ropica l r a i n f o r e s t s , the d e p l e t i o n of the ozone layer
and the d i s p o s a l of toxic and o t h e r waste, what can and does a f f e c t the
happiness and wel l -being of vast numbers of p e o p l e i s t h e n o i s e , s c r u f fi n e s s
a n d o t h e r p o l l u t a n t s o f our su r round ings , and the t h r e a t of planning
p r o p o s a l s w h i c h l e a v e u s a t a d i s a d v a n t a g e .

In Environment Week the s p o t l i g h t i s on the loca l scene and on fi n d i n g ways
to t ack le local blackspots. A lot i s being a t tempted in High Wycombe and
d i s t r i c t . Watch the local p r e s s f o r i n i t i a t i v e s by the County and D i s t r i c t
Councils and o t h e r groups. Here in the High Wycombe Society we have a fu l l
programme in p repa ra t ion and hope that a s m a n y members a s p o s s i b l e w i l l
p a r t i c i p a t e .

On S a t u r d a y 22 A p r i l we a re p l a n n i n g to have a L i t t e r b l i t z to clear up some
o p e n s p a c e s w i t h t he a g r e e m e n t o f the D i s t r i c t Council , probably in
association with the Beys' Brigade. Please contact John Gore HW26671 for
de t a i l s . S t rong g l o v e s and gum b o o t s should be brought along.

On Sundas 23 April we will be j o i n i n g the Wycombe Urban Wild Life Group f o r
a gu ided walk through Keep H i l l Woods. P l e a s e phone Roger Wilding HW438374
f o r d e t a i l s .

the Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall at which the speaker a f t e r the AGM will be

On Sunday 30 Apr i l we w i l l be r e p e a t i n g our p o p u l a r Town and Water T r a i l s
s t a r t i n g from the P a r i s h Church a n d Pann M i l l r e s p e c t i v e l y at 2.15pm.
R e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t P a n n M i l l a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n of w a l k s .

Our a f fi l i a t e d s o c i e t i e s will a l s o be p l ay ing an a c t i v e part in Environment
Week. Hazlemere Residents Association are taking part in a L i t t e r b l i t z incooperation with Hazlemere Parish Council, and West Wycombe Women's
I n s t i t u t e a r e g iv ing a t a l k on l o c a l h i s t o r y i n Environment Week. They wil l
a l s o be o f f e r i n g guided t o u r s o f t h e v i l l a g e and S t Lawrence ' s church ( t h e
one with the golden b a l l ) l a t e r i n the s e a s o n .

Please he lp to make t h i s y e a r ' s Environment Week the best yet!

BOTTLE BNK

- Supporting—
ENVIRONMENT
22 APRILWEEK [MAI

C I V I C Brtish
TRUST 1 9 8 9 TELECOM 7



N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t W e e k
GRUST

Explore hidden depths of TycombeForge t about the weekend in P a r i s !
Leave y o u r b u c k e t and s p a d e a t home
it w i l l be too c h i l l y a t the s e a s i d e !
I n s t e a d v e n t u r e f o r t h i n t o t he h e a r t
of High Wycombe on May Day Bank
H o l i d a y Sunday. 3 0 t h April.

Town a n d w a t e r t r a i l s w i l l b e
o r g a n i s e d to f o l l o w t h e s o c i e t y ' s
p u b l i s h e d w a l k s .

The Town Tra i l b e g i n s a t the P a r i s h
Church Porch w i t h a g u i d e d t o u r o f
All S a i n t s by John G o r e . The w a l k
then e x p l o r e s the c e n t r e o f t h e

Conservation Area, ending up on the
Rye.

The Water T r a i l s t a r t s at Pann Mill,
walking along Wendover Way by the
Dyke t o t h e b a c k s t r e a m and r e t u r n i n g a l o n g t he R i v e r Wye. Both t r a i l s

s t a r t at 2.15pn. fi n i s h i n g a t
approximately 4.15 at Pann Mill.
where r e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l be a v a i l a b l e
and p r o g r e s s on r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e
m i l l may be s e e n .

The wa lks were popular and w e l l -
a t t e n d e d l a s t year. so do b r ing your
f r i e n d s a n d e n s u r e a n o t h e r e n j o y a b l e
a f t e r n o o n . We canno t p romise
u n c h a r t e d t e r r a i n , but we can show
you p a r t s of The Rye and town c e n t r e
you have n e v e r s e e n w i t h t r e a s u r e s
a n d c u r i o s i t i e s you have never
no t iced . We look forward to your
c o m p a n y .

J a c k S c r u t o n
B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n
A n n i e Wo o d w a r d

We w i s h t o e x t e n d a warm w e l c o m e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s : -

Ms B Thompson of Dashwood Avenue, High Wycombe; Mrs V J Beadle of Hi l l Farm
Road, Marlow Bottom; Mr and Mrs C S Jones of Willow Chase, Hazlemere; Ms M

H i l l , High Wycombe; Mr and Mrs B M Andrews o f
Amersham Road, High Wycombe; Mrs S H Connor L i t t l e Mis senden ;
McAvoy of Meadow Walk, Tylers Green; Mr C J Gregory of Easton Terrace, High
Wycombe.
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Heritage

drawing by Lorna Cassidy

THE OLD HIGH SCHOOL, BENJAMIN ROAD.
Since the c l o s i n g of the school with
the d e p a r t u r e of the Lady Verney
g i r l s , we have been c o n c e r n e d a b o u t
the fu tu re of the s i t e , and
e s p e c i a l l y t h e f a t e o f the o r i g i n a l
E d w a r d i a n b u i l d i n g . We have a l w a y s
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t f o r h i s t o r i c a l a n d
a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e a s o n s t h i s b u i l d i n g
should be protected.

An a p p l i c a t i o n h a s now been s u b m i t t e d
by t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l for
o u t l i n e permiss ion for housing
development on the s i t e . There i s n o
doubt tha t the u s e o f t h e s i t e for
hous ing i s s e n s i b l e a n d much t o b e
p r e f e r r e d t o c o m m e r c i a l deve lopmen t
in view of i t s position, but we
c o n s i d e r t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s
should be kept and allowed to play
t h e i r p a r t in a n y new development. A
number o f a t t r a c t i v e u s e s s p r i n g to
m i n d such a s a communal cen t r e for
local people , e s p e c i a l l y the elderly.
or f o r o t h e r community p u r p o s e s . We
h a v e a s k e d t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l f o r a
meeting to d i s c u s s t h i s important
building.

J a c k S c r u t o n

THE FALCON HOTEL

D e s p i t e t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e
Planning Officer to allow the Falcon
Hote l to become r e t a i l shops. the
P l a n n i n g Commit tee r e f u s e d t h e

application, and a Public Inquiry
w i l l be held. We s h a l l c o n t i n u e to
p r e s s f o r t h e r e t e n t i o n o f o u r only
town c e n t r e h o t e l , a n d it i s
e n c o u r a g i n g to s e e t h a t o u r

c o u n c i l l o r s t h i n k a s we do.

THE RYE AND HOLYWELL. MEAD

The r o a d by t h e H e a l t h C e n t r e h a s
been much improved, bu t c a r s a re
s t i l l parked there i l l e g a l l y by t h o s e
who a r e n o t b o n a - fi d e v i s i t o r s t o t h e
Centre. Many of the owners w o r k i n
t h e t o w n a n d t h e c a r s a r e l e f t t h e r e
for long per iods to d i s fi g u r e t h e
e n t r a n c e to t he Rye . The D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l h a s f o u n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o
solve the problem. Another problem is
the a b u s e by m o t r i s t s and motor
c y c l i s t s who u s e the a p p r o a c h r o a d t o
t h e S w i m m i n g P o o l a r e a at H o l y w e l l
Mead. Excessive speeds a r e a t h r e a t
t o a d u l t s a n d c h i l d r e n u s i n g t h e o p e n
s p a c e . We a r e a s k i n g t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l t o r e p l a c e t h e s p e e d l i m i t
n o t i c e a n d t o i n s t a l l r a m p s .

9



heritage contrued...
CASTLE HILL, HIGH WYCOMBE
We a r e v e r y r e l i e v e d t h a t t h e t h r e a t t o t h e b e a u t i f u l h o u s e and g r o u n d s a t
C a s t l e H i l l h a s b e e n l i f t e d . The D i s t r i c t Counc i l had toyed w i t h the i d e a o f
t r a n s f e r r i n g the C h a i r Museum
t h e t o w n centre, and then disposing of the Castle Hill site. We made the
s t r o n g e s t p o s s i b l e o b j e c t i o n s the sugges t ion , and a re p leased tha t the
L e i s u r e and Ameni t ies Committee h a s t u r n e d t h e p l a n down. The s i t e i s of the

importance h i s t o r i c a l l y, a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y and as a place of beauty
in the midst of the hur ly b u r l y o f the town. I t i s c e r t a i n l y the r i g h t place
for the Museum and o t h e r l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s , and i t a l s o i n c l u d e s t h e s i t e
a n d r e m a i n s o f a Motte and Bailey medieval castle, w h i c h i s a S c h e d u l e d
Ancien t Monument. The s i t e i s a c e n t r e o f i n t e r e s t fo r la rge numbers of
v i s i t o r s , i n c l u d i n g many c h i l d r e n from local schools. Have you been t h e r e
l a t e l y ?

CORRECTION

T h e   l a s t   N e w s l e t t e r   ( C h r i s t m a s   1 9 8 8 )
s h o u l d h a v e b e e n Number 71, no t
Number 70. Would you p l e a s e amend
y o u r c o p y i f you k e e p them. 包

SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Now tha t Sp r ing i s in the a i r , why not get out and explore High Wycombe witht h e a i d o f one o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s T r a i l s : High lycombe - a walk t h r o u g h t h ec o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a a n d A l a t e r T r a i l r o u n d t h e R i v e r H'ye in High
B o t h Wycombe.

a r e good value for money a t 25p each, and thes a r e ava i lab le from theT o u r i s t I n f o r m a t i o n Bureau a t t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l O f fi c e s o r a t one o fQ u a r t e r l s o u r

3 0 A p r i l
Meetings. There w i l l be gu ided t o u r s round t h e s e T r a i l s on Sundayd u r i n g N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t Week : s e e e l s e w h e r e i n t h i sA   l e a f l e t   o n N e w s l e t t e r .t h e h i s t o r y o f P a n n M i l l i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e a t 25p.

We a r e happy to reproduce t h i s c a r t o o n
by t h e l a t e J i m C o t t r e l l w h i c h fi r s t .
a p p e a r e d i n N e w s l e t t e r No 22 i n Autumn
1974, by kind permiss ion of Mrs Marg-
• a r e t C o t t r e l l .

RE
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IT'S EASY WITH THE PAMPHLET.
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Urban Zildlite Group forms
The l a s t n e w s l e t t e r announced t h e s o m e t h i n g to o f f e r you i n r e t u r n for
f o r m a t i o n o f an u r b a n w i l d l i f e g r o u p a s m a l l a n n u a l membersh ip f e e .
in High Wycombe. At present the group

m e r e l y c o n s i s t s of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f
l o c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d a few o t h e r
p e r s o n s   i n t e r e s t e d   i n   n a t u r e
c o n s e r v a t i o n who a r e m e e t i n g o n c e a
month t o d i s c u s s a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r the
l a u n c h o f the g r o u p d u r i n g
Environment Week in April. The fi n a l
pre- launch meet ing o f the group w i l l
be he ld a t 7.30pm on April 4.

If you c a r e about the c o n s e r v a t i o n o f
w i l d l i f e w i th in the c o n fi n e s o f High
Wycombe and a r e i n t e r e s t e d in j o i n i n g
o t h e r p e o p l e who s h a r e you r c o n c e r n
and w i s h t o h e l p w i t h w i l d l i f e
s u r v e y s o r p r a c t i c a l m a n a g e m e n t
t a s k s , take p a r t in guided walks,
a t t e n d indoor meetings about w i l d l i f e
s u b j e c t s o r a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n

c r e a t i n g your own w i l d l i f e garden,
the Wycombe Urban Wi l d l i f e Group has

The G r o u p ' s l a u n c h e v e n t w i l l t a k e
p l a c e o n S u n d a y A p r i l 23 t o c o i n c i d e
w i t h the s t a r t o f Env i ronment Week
when a g u i d e d w a l k i s p l a n n e d a r o u n d
Keep H i l l Woods. It w i l l s t a r t f rom
the Swimming Pool, Holywell Mead, at
2.30pm. One o f the w a l k ' s l e a d e r s
will be Maurice Young of the Berks.
Bucks and Oxon N a t u r a l i s t s T r u s t
(BBONT). He i s t a l k i n g on t h e s u b j e c t
o f " W i l d l i f e in t h e Wycombe Area" a t

the S o c i e t y ' s annual meeting on A p r i l
2 7 : n o d o u b t a c o m m e r c i a l o n b e h a l f
o f t h e Wycombe U r b an W i l d l i f e G r o u p
w i l l be i n t r o d u c e d a t some p o i n t
d u r i n g h i s talk.
Once t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e l a u n c h w a l k
h a v e b e e n fi n i s h e d t h e r e w i l l b e
p l e n t y of l oca l p u b l i c i t y. I f you want
t o t a k e p a r t a n d a r e n o t s u r e o f the
d e t a i l s p l e a s e g ive me a r i n g on High
Wycombe 438374.

Roger Wilding

Gilaflowers in Tycombe district
Dr A J Showler delighted the Heritage Group and friends at their February
m e e t i n g when h e t o l d them a b o u t t h e
w h i c h h a v e

many and v a r i e d t y p e s w i l d fl o w e r s
b e e n o b s e r v e d i n High Wycombe and d i s t r i c t . He and some

S o c i e t y o f
a r e a s   u n d e r   o b s e r v a t i o n   w a s   a High Wycombe a n d

Flackwell Heath and Hughenden Valley. Some 663 species have been i d e n t i fi e d
to da te , out of a to ta l of over 2000 extant in the B r i t i s h I s l e s . This is
above the n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e for a n a r e a of
s u r p r i s i n g   v a r i e t y in t hese p a r t s . We were
p a r t i c u l a r l y p l eased t o see s l i d e s of over 30 types of o rch id
l o c a l l y . P l a n t s a r e j u s t o n e more p a r t o f o u r h e r i t a g e which we mus t make
e v e r y e f f o r t t o c o n s e r v e .
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Do swan song for the swan
"An emblem t h a t h a s honou red High Wycombe f o r c e n t u r i e s s h o u l d n o t be thrown
out . " 'The swan i s a gracefu l c r e a t u r e which is a fi e r c e p r o t e c t o r i t s
e n v i r o n m e n t . "

With comments l i k e t h e s e f rom members who s t r o n g l y m a i n t a i n t h a t t h e swan
logo is the most appropriate one for the Society, E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e
has decided that this is not the time for a change. Swan lovers can breathe

a g a i n ! Thank you t o a l l who responded.

You may have looked in va in f o r the s o l u t i o n to the logo qu i z in the l a s t
Newsletter. Sorry for the oversight. The answers are, of course, as follows:
(A) National Trust (B) Midland Bank (C) Chiltern Society (D) World Wildlfie
Fund f o r Nature.

J o h n G o r e

Some dates for your diary...
S a t u r d a y 22 A p r i l - Monday 1 May NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT WEEK

(See e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s N e w s l e t t e r )

S a t u r d a y 22 A p r i l 1989

Sunday 23 A p r i l 1989

Thursday 27 A p r i l 1989 7.45pm
a t Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l

Sunday 30 A p r i l 1989 . . . . a m

L i t t e r b l i t z - a l l members welcome
D e t a i l s f r o m J o h n G o r e HW26671

Wycombe Urban Wild Life Group:
Guided walk through Keep Hil l Woods
D e t a i l s from Roger Wilding HW438374

Annual General Meeting, followed
by Wild L i f e i n the Wycombe Area
M a u r i c e Young BBONT

Keep H i l l Woods N a t u r e T r a i l
D e t a i l s from Jack Scruton HW25933

Sunday 30 A p r i l 1989 2 . 1 5 pm Town T r a i l s t a r t i n g at P a r i s h Church
south porch
Water Tra i l s t a r t i n g a t Pann Mill
Teas 4.15pm approx a t Pann Mill

Saturday 17 June 1989

T h u r s d a y 22 J u n e 1989 8pm
at Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall

T h u r s d a y 5 O c t o b e r 1989 8pm
at Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l

Friday 10 November 1989 8pm
Oak Room, Town H a l l

T r i p on K e n n e t & Avon C a n a l b y
horse-drawn ba rge . For d e t a i l s and
booking, p l ease con tac t Derek Woods
HW20284

The Future o f Leisure i n High Wye-
combe W N R o b e r t s L e i s u r e M a n a g e r
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l

Open S p a c e s o f B r i t a i n
Kate Ashbrook Open Spaces S o c i e t y

2 1 s t B i r t h d a y C e l e b r a t i o n o f H i g h
Wycombe Socie ty ( d e t a i l s l a t e r )
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