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S o c i e t y g e t s s e t

f o r 2 1 s t c e l e b r a t i o n
COME and meet your fellow members in celebrating the Society's twentyfirst birthday in November. There will be a special
celebratory evening in the Oak Room Suite, Town Hall, on Friday 10 November at 7.30pm for 8pm until 11pm. Come and
participate in the buffet meal, in cutting the birthday cake, and in drinking a toast to the Society's achievements and to its
future success. We look forward to hearing some amusing and appropriate comments from our President, Mr L J Mayes.
There will be a jazz group to make music for our enjoyment; for dancing or just for listening. The bar will be open through-
out the evening.

All members are warmly invited. Tickets are available price £7 form all Executive Committee members (see list under AGM
report on page 2). We look forward to seeing you there.

2 1 s t A n n i v e r s a r y Y e a r
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a n n u a r G E n e R a L
M E E T I N G
A s u c c e s s f u l AGM was h e l d on 27 Apr i l
a t the Royal B r i t i s h Legion H a l l ,
a b o u t 60 members b e i n g p r e s e n t .
R e p o r t s f rom the Hon S e c a n d Hon
T r e a s u r e r   w e r e   d i s t r i b u t e d   a n d   t h e s e
i n d i c a t e d a c o n t i n u i n g h i g h l e v e l o f
a c t i v i t y by t h e S o c i e t y. Both r e p o r t s
were a c c e p t e d by the Meeting. Appeals
w e r e m a d e t o m e m b e r s t o v o l u n t e e r t o
a s s i s t w i t h bo th p l a n n i n g and
p u b l i c i t y .

The f o l l o w i n g O f fi c e r s and E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s w e r e e l e c t e d :

P r e s i d e n t : Mr L J Mayes
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t s : Mis s M Nash a n d C l l r
M r s K P e a t e y J P
Chai rman: Mr R J Lawson (HW 28047)
Vi c e - c h a i r m a n : Mrs E Roe (HW 32575)
Hon S e c r e t a r y : Mr J S Gore (HW 26671)
Hon T r e a s u r e r : Mr N G i l e s
C o m m i t t e e : Mr C Adams (HW 2 8 9 9 6 ) , Mr
B Honess (HW 37242) , Mrs P Kea rney,
Mrs M King (HW 23968) (Pann M i l l
Group), Mr J Lee (HW 29456), Mrs P
Phil l ips (HW 31049), Mr R J
Rippington, Mr J Scruton (HW25933)
(Planning S e c r e t a r y ) , Mr R L Sims (HW
440800) (Minu tes S e c r e t a r y ) , Mrs J
Tully (Penn 3253) , Mrs A Woodward (HW
27978) (Membership S e c r e t a r y ) .

T h i s l e a v e s o n e v a c a n c y o n t h e
C o m m i t t e e w h i c h i t i s p e r m i s s i b l e t o
fi l l by c o - o p t i o n .

c r e a t u r e s and p l a n t s to be found
there. Perhaps the most i n t r i g u i n g of
the many o r c h i d s t o b e s e e n w a s t h e

g h o s t o r c h i d ; i t s u r v i v e s on l e a f
l i t t e r in the beech woods, is almost
co lour less and i n v i s i b l e , and yet
n a t u r a l i s t s queue up to get a glimpse
of it! Good luck, BBONT, in your
invaluable w i l d l i f e p r e s e r v a t i o n
work!

J o h n G o r e

DAS DOIDE DARED
We r e c o r d w i t h r e g r e t the d e a t h on 17
June 1989 o f Mrs Maimie M a r t i n , wife
o f Wing Commander Derek M a r t i n .
T o g e t h e r they w e r e f o r many y e a r s
t i r e l e s s c a m p a i g n e r s f o r the conserv-
a t i o n o f t h e C h i l t e r n s , and as
a c t i v e m e m b e r s o f t h e C h i l t e r n
S o c i e t y s u p p o r t e d the same c a u s e s
a s o u r own S o c i e t y at p u b l i c enqu-
i r i e s e t c a f f e c t i n g High Wycombe and
d i s t r i c t . Maimie was an e l e c t e d
member o f the E x e c u t i v e o f the C h i l t
e r n S o c i e t y f o r 20 y e a r s and was one
of t h e f o u n d e r s o f t h e C h i l t e r n O p e n
Air Museum. She s e t a fi n e e x a m p l e of
d e d i c a t i o n to p u b l i c l i f e , be ing
a c t i v e in l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t , p o l i t i c s
and t h e c h u r c h . We s y m p a t h i s e w i t h
Derek Martin in h i s bereavement.

CUILDUFE ID TUYCOMBE
After the formal bus iness of the AGM,
Maur ice Young o f the Berks, Bucks &
Oxon Naturalists' Trust gave an
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on " W i l d L i f e i n t h e

Wycombe Area". We were p l e a s a n t l y
s u r p r i s e d t o l e a r n t h a t BBONT
s u p e r v i s e s and manages s e v e r a l n a t u r e
r e s e r v e s q u i t e c l o s e to t h e town o f
High Wycombe, each with i ts own
s p e c i e s o f fl o r a and f a u n a . We were
t r e a t e d t o a r i c h d i s p l a y o f c o l o u r e d
s l i d e s i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e many t y p e s o f
hab i t a t and the amazing v a r i e t y of



PLaIDIDE
Redfords Playing Field,
To t t e r idge

A very s e r i o u s t h r e a t has a r i s e n
concerning t h i s popular and
e s s e n t i a l playing fi e l d . The
County, in i t s c o n t i n u a l d r i v e to
s e l l l a n d w h i c h i t c o n s i d e r s i s
s u r p l u s t o r e q u i r e m e n t s , h a s
a p p l i e d to use the major i ty of
•the p l a y i n g fi e l d f o r hous ing . The
a p p l i c a t i o n i g n o r e s c o m p l e t e l y
the needs of the local community
a n d i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t ha t
there is great oppos i t ion to the
p roposa l s . We have made the
s t r o n g e s t p o s s i b l e   o b j e c t i o n s   t o
the County and D i s t r i c t Counci ls ,
a n d we h a v e a l s o a s k e d t h e
National Playing F i e ld s '
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r i t s s u p p o r t .

The Pit, Bel lfield Road

The d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s l a n d h a s
b e c o m e a s t r u g g l e between the
a m b i t i o n s o f Mr Beeks t o b u i l d
something, no mat te r what, and
the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l t o oppose. Mr B e e k s h a s
a p p l i e d t o u s e t h e l a n d f o r
i n d u s t r i a l purposes d e s p i t e the
f a c t t h a t t h i s wou ld be c o n t r a r y
t o t h e new L o c a l P l a n . A L o c a l
Inquiry i s to be held o n 1 3 t h

July. Another a p p l i c a t i o n to u s e
the s i t e for housing has a l s o
b e e n s u b m i t t e d by Mr B e e k s . B o t h
a p p l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d e p r o v i s i o n
for a new S a l v a t i o n H a l l a s a
kind of "planning gain" . We have
s u p p o r t e d t h e C o u n c i l i n i t s

f o r t h e
S a l v a t i o n Army H a l l i s b e i n g u s e d
in t h i s way. The present ha l l in
Frogmoor i s a f a m i l i a r Edwardian
b u i l d i n g in t h e r i g h t p l a c e a n d
i s no way " c r u m b l i n g " a s has been
s u g g e s t e d .

J a c k S c r u t o n

Stewart and Arnold

T h e S o c i e t y o p p o s e d t h i s
a p p l i c a t i o n t o b u i l d o f fi c e s on
the old fac tory s i t e , and, we
s u g g e s t e d a mixed u s e for
s h o p p i n g , h o u s i n g and community
p u r p o s e s . B e c a u s e o f t r a f fi c

p r o b l e m s we a r e r e l i e v e d t o hear
t h a t t h e o f fi c e u s e h a s b e e n
refused. We now have a sp lendid
o p p o r t u n i t y t o b r i n g t h i s d i smal
s i t e b a c k t o l i fe .

Wo u l d n ' t i t be e n c o u r a g i n g to see
t h e r e t u r n o f t h o s e s p e c i a l i s t
shops long gone? A good
r e s t a u r a n t , and a few houses,
p e r h a p s ? Some communi ty u s e would
be most welcome. The e n t i r e a r e a
c o u l d b e p e d e s t r i a n i s e d , and a s

t he g r a n d p i e c e de r e s i s t a n c e t h e
Counc i l c o u l d r i d us once and for
al l , o f that eyesore, Bridge
S t r e e t Car Park, and r e i n s t a t e
t h e Wye.

T h i s c o u l d b e the b e g i n n i n g o f
the r e v i v a l o f t h i s h i s t o r i c and
once v e r y a t t r a c t i v e town. How
sad i f we a l l o w t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y
t o b e w a s t e d o n y e t a n o t h e r
b o r i n g S u p e r s t o r e .

K a r e n I s a a c s
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DERIZOGE
The County C o u n c i l h a s p r o p o s e d
t h a t t h e o l d G r a m m a r S c h o o l i n
E a s t o n S t r e e t s h o u l d be c o n v e r t e d
to o f fi c e s , with one of the
Vi c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g s demolished,
and e x t r a o f fi c e s b u i l t i n i t s
place. The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s
p r o p o s e d tha t the b u i l d i n g s s h o u l d
be l i s t e d as a good example of

Arthur Vernon 's work in the town
and a l s o because o f t h e i r pa r t in
t h e long and c o n t i n u o u s h i s t o r y o f
Grammar School e d u c a t i o n f rom
E l i z a b e t h a n t i m e s t o t h e p r e s e n t
day. We have w r i t t e n a l s o t o the
Department o f the Env i ronmen t
s u p p o r t i n g l i s t i n g a n d h a v e a l s o
a s k e d t h e V i c t o r i a n S o c i e t y f o r
i t s support.

JOIN CDE CIDIC TRUST
The Benefits of Joining For t h e fi r s t t ime i n i t s 30 y e a r
Perhaps the main reward will be the knowledge that h i s t o r y , t h e C iv ic T r u s t i s i n v i t i n g
you are contributing to the care of Britain's cities, p e r s o n a 1 membership. Prince Charles,
towns and villages. But there are tangible benefits t h e i r P a t r o n , h a s become Member No 1.
as well: T h a n k s t o t h e i n fl u e n c e o f t h e C i v i c

Trust in framingAs a full member, you get:

• bi-monthly issues of Heritage Outlook, the
Trust's own quality house journal keeping you
in touch with current environmental issues.

l e g i s l a t i o n , we have
in t h i s country n e a r l y 6000 conserva-
t ion a r e a s p r o t e c t e d a g a i n s t i n d i s c r
iminate deve lopmen t , laws to p r o t e c t
our v a l u a b l e o l d e r b u i d i n g s , and

• the opportunity to attend prestigious events,
including the Civic Trust Awards, the Building a
Better Britain Exhibition; and the Trust's
Annual Conference for Communities.

Green B e l t s a round m a n y o f o u r

cities. The C i v i c T r u s t h a s i n i t i a -
t e d many p ioneer ing schemes f o r
p r o t e c t i n g a n d i m p r o v i n e the

• the chance to join the Trust's programme of
organised tours to places and developments of
i n t e r e s t .

environment; for example, National
E n v i r o n m e n t We e k . I t i s t h e u m b r e l l a
o r g a n i s a t i o n f o r n e a r l y 1000 l o c a l
c i v i c and a m e n i t y s o c i e t i e s l i k e o u r• up to 20% discount on all Civic Trust

publications. own; now, everyone, both m e m b e r s a n d
non-members o f l o c a l s o c i e t i e s , i s to

Plus be g i v e n the o p p o r t u n i t y o f b e l o n g i n g
to the Civic Trust d i r e c t l y. Ful l• two entries for the price of one to leading

English Heritage attractions.

• free initial research into your family tree by
qualified genealogists.

Membersh ip c o s t s £25 p e r y e a r , w i t h
b e n e fi t s l i s t e d o n t h e a d j a c e n t
panel; whilst Local Membership, con-
fi n e d t o members o f l o c a l s o c i e t i e s ,
c o s t s $15 per y e a r , but w i t h o u t the• details of Town Walks to help you enjoy the

historic centres of Britain. "plus" benefits. Apply to the Hon Sec
or to the Civic Tr u s t , 17 Car l ton

• discounts in leading hotels and restaurants.

• The Times "Museum Passport" for concessions
at museums and galleries throughout Britain.

• British Rail family railcards, for ½ to ⅓ off
standard fares.

House Te r r a c e , London SWIY 5AW f o r a
l e a fl e t w i t h e n r o l m e n t form i f y o u
a re i n t e r e s t e d in joining.

Civic Tr u s t

The C i v i c T r u s t would l i k e t o s e t u p
a n e t w o r k o f l o c a l a g e n t s who w i l l
r e c e i v e a c o m m i s s i o n o n r e c r u i t i n g
new members. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d s h o u l d
c o n t a c t t h e C i v i c T r u s t Membersh ip
Secretary (Mr Linden Dyason) on
0 1 - 8 3 9 6 5 5 2 or w r i t e t o t h e
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d a d d r e s s .



by
Joba Gores

OVER THE S H O P
Crime and v a n d a l i s m in town c e n t r e s
a t n i g h t c o u l d w e l l be r e d u c e d if
more people a c t u a l l y l ived there .
What is more, bu i ld ings might be
b e t t e r m a i n t a i n e d . U n t i l abou t 30
y e a r s   a g o   t h e r e   w a s   a   m u c h   h e a l t h i e r
s i tuat ion; most upper fl o o r s of shops
w e r e o c c u p i e d by f a m i l i e s , a n d town

centres were l i v ing e n t i t i e s by day
and night.

English Heritage are a t tempt ing to
encourage upper floor occupat ion with
t h e i r t r a v e l l i n g e x h i b i t i o n "Over t h e
Shop" [English Heritage Conservat ion
Bulletin February 1989]. Since 1983
they have v i s i t e d more t h a n 6 0 l o c a l
a u t h o r i t y a r e a s and have s t i m u l a t e d
number of individual schemes, notably
in Ipswich and Cambridge.

a d o z e n h o u s e s h a v e
f a r and t h e s e h a v e p r o v i d e d 38 u n i t s
of accommodation a t an average g r a n t
c o s t o f £8400. Owners were o f f e r e d
75% g r a n t s f o r making the
a c c o m m o d a t i o n h a b i t a b l e .

The scheme h a s r e v i t a l i s e d p a r t o f
t h e h i s t o r i c t o w n c e n t r e a n d i n c r e a s -
ed t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a f f o r d a b l e
h o u s i n g f o r rental . Both t h i s and the
Cambr idge programme h a v e l e d to an
improvement i n t h e t o w n s c a p e in a
s h o r t t ime and have p roved the c o s t
e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n b o t h
for t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y and f o r the
p r o p e r t y o w n e r . Maybe we in High
Wycombe c o u l d a l s o b e n e fi t f rom a
scheme like t h i s .

John G o r e

21ST OUTIVERSARY SHOUL
Much has happened in High Wycombe and
d i s t r i c t i n t h e p a s t t w e n t y o n e y e a r s
during the l i f e of the High Wycombe
Society. The Society was formed in
November 1968 i n t h e wake o f t h e
successful s t r ugg l e by the Rye Prot--
e c t i o n S o c i e t y to p reven t a new road
from m u t i l a t i n g the Rye. It was too
l a t e to campaign agains t much of the
o r g a n i s e d v a n d a l i s m of the 60s, but
it has been a c t i v e ever s i n c e , not
just nega t ive ly a g a i n s t developments
judged to be d e t r i m e n t a l , b u t a l s o
p o s i t i v e l y for p r o j e c t s aimed a t
enhancing our local environment. The
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e S o c i e t y s i n c e i t s
f o u n d a t i o n w i l l be p r e s e n t e d i n a n
e x h i b i t i o n o f p h o t o g r a p h s , d r a w i n g s ,

maps, c a r t o o n s and o t h e r documents on
the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y s t a i r c a s e from
4-23 September during Library opening
hours. Admission, of course, is free.
D o n ' t m i s s it!

HUGHENDEN VALLEY APPECU
The High Wycombe S o c i e t y h a s made a
d o n a t i o n o f £100 to t h e Hughenden
Va l l e y Appeal made by t he N a t i o n a l
Trust to ensure the p r o t e c t i o n of
Naphill Farm. The Executive Committee
voted €50 from the S o c i e t y ' s funds,
and members at the AGM d o n a t e d £50 i n
a s p e c i a l c o l l e c t i o n . Any f u r t h e r
d o n a t i o n s may b e s e n t t o : - T h e
National Tr u s t , Hughenden Valley
Appeal, PO Box No 211, High Wycombe,
HP13 6QF.

COLLICILLOR PEATEDD
Congra tu la t ions t o Kathleen Peatey,
one of the S o c i e t y ' s joint
Vice-Presidents, on taking o f fi c e as
Chairman of the Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l . We wish her a s u c c e s s f u l
year in this important posi t ion,
e s p e c i a l l y a s h e r theme i s t o be the
improvement of the environment.
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ZZALKING ThE TRAILS
Walking the S o c i e t y ' s Town Tr a i l
a r o u n d t h e t o w n - c e n t r e c o n s e r v a t i o n
a r e a and the Water Tr a i l around the
Rye i s o n e o f t h e r e g u l a r a t t r a c t i o n s
of Environment Week, and t h i s year
was no exception. I t can be d o n e

q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y w i t h o u t f e a r o f
bor ing r e p e t i t i o n ; each time t h e r e i s
s o m e t h i n g o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l o r
h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t to l e a r n e v e n i n a
Wycombe which h a s l o s t many o f i t s

y e a r , t h e
a t t e n d a n c e was n o t a s g r e a t a s l a s t ,
b u t two keen g r o u p s of s i x o r s e v e n
s p e n t a p l e a s a n t two a n d a h a l f h o u r s
meandering from the Par i sh Church to
Pann Mill g u i d e d by B a r b a r a R i p p i n g -
ton and A n n i e Woodward. T h e r e we w e r e
met by a s i m i l a r s i z e d g r o u p who had
r e t u r n e d from c i r c u m n a v i g a t i n g the
Rye u n d e r t h e e x p e r i e n c e d g u i d a n c e of
Jack Scruton. To g e t h e r we e n j o y e d a
welcome cup o f t ea and d e l i c i o u s
home-made c a k e s p r o v i d e d by Diana
S t o n e a n d h e r t e a m o f h e l p e r s .
"Thankyou" to a l l who c o n t r i b u t e d . If
you haven ' t t r i e d the t r a i l s before ,
why d o n ' t you come next t ime?

The l a t e J im C o t t r e l l p l a y e d a
c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t in fi r s t d e v i s i n g
t h e t r a i l s . He re we r e p r o d u c e two o f
h i s c a r t o o n s t a k e n f r o m N e w s l e t t e r No
25 Summer 1975 (by k i n d p e r m i s s i o n o f
Mrs M C o t t r e l l ) g i v i n g h i s i m p r e s s i o n
o f what might have happened on the
Town Trail. For the u n i n i t i a t e d ,
Coltman's was at 29 High Street,
which is now occupied by the Woolwich
B u i l d i n g Soc i e ty.

EDVIRODDEDE TUEEK
The Her i tage Group, in p a r t n e r s h i p with
Berks, Bucks and Oxon N a t u r a l i s t s Trus t
(BBONT) and the Wycombe Urban Wild Life
Group, s u r v e y e d the o l d Counc i l N a t u r e
T r a i l in Keep H i l l Woods and a r e v i s e d
t r a i l has now been devised. Del ight fu l
i l l u s t r a t i o n s by Frances Wilding have
ben i n c l u d e d . We a r e now c o n s u l t i n g t h e
L e i s u r e D i v i s i o n o f t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l w i t h a view to p u b l i c a t i o n . SYCAMORE

DON HIDE D r a w i n g s f o r t r a i l by F r a n c e s Wi l d i n g

СОД MANS

rin Cotell.
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Dewsletter

AS WE WERE - FROM THE NEWSLETTER F I L E

10 YEARS AGO (NO 37)

M J Jeanes' appeal to bui ld on Green
H i l l F a r m s i t e d i s m i s s e d a f t e r P u b l i c
Enquiry at which the S o c i e t y appeared .
B i f f a apply to se t up r e f u s e t i p o n

Green Belt land between Loudwater and
B e a c o n s fi e l d . C o l i n Kennedy d r a w s u p
plans f o r a b u i l d i n g to house Pann
Mi l l machinery.
I. J Mayes speaks on "The Pubs of
Wycombe"

20 YEARS AGO (NO 2)

The owners of the o l d C h e q u e r s I n n o n
the corner of W h i t e Hart S t r e e t and
Church Street apply f o r d e m o l i t i o n
w i t h a view to redeve lopment ; S o c i e t y
p r o m i s e s a fi g h t . S o c i e t y o b j e c t s a t a
Public Enquiry to the p r o p o s e d c l o s u r e
o f the High Wycombe-Bourne End r a i l w a y
line. Plans a f o o t to b u i l d Sports
Centre at the top of Marlow Hill.
Derek Woods o r g a n i s e s c o a c h and c a n a l
trips for Society members. (He's s t i l l
at it. I s this a r e c o r d ? E d . )

BUILDIDE IN DARIODL
Our Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l l e c t u r e r
this year was George Perkin, a r c h i t
ect and j o u r n a l i s t , who eloquently
d e m o n s t r a t e d in w o r d s a n d p i c t u r e s
how new b u i l d i n g s can be d e s i g n e d t o
be placed harmoniously amongst arch
i t e c t u r e o f e a r l i e r per iods . This he
d i d w i th i l l u s t r a t i o n s from towns and
c i t i e s in t h e U n i t e d Kingdom and
abroad. He ev en showed how a m u l t i
storey c a r park c o u l d be made to fi t
i n t o an o l d town qui te h a p p i l y
wi thou t g r a t i n g on the s e n s i t i v i t i e s
of c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ! Mr P e r k i n went
on to show the impor tance o f roof
scape in a c h i e v i n g harmony. He made

his point by modifying the roofscape
of the City o f London (on a s l i d e ! )
and gave it a look which was a lmos t

Venetian in style. Oh for an archi
t e c t w e l l - v e r s e d in harmonious d e s i g n
to work on o u r new E n t e r t a i n m e n t s
C e n t r e !

WHOODLADD T R U S T
The Woodland T r u s t i s a n a t i o n a l

charits which aims t o s a f e g u a r d t r e e s
by r a i s i n g money to buy and look
a f t e r woods which might o t h e r w i s e be
d e s t r o y e d and which are v i t a l l y
i m p o r t a n t t o o u r w i l d l i f e . They a l s o
p l a n t new t r e e s t o c r e a t e new w o o d s .
Already they a re one of the country's
l a r g e s t n o n - c o m m e r c i a l woodland
l a n d o w n e r s and so far have r a i s e d
over fl o m i l l i o n for c o n s e r v a t i o n . If
you are i n t e r e s t e d in j o i n i n g the
Tr u s t or in fi n d i n g out more about.
it, p l e a s e contact The Woodland
Trust, Autumn Park, Grantham, Lines,

NG3: 61L.

RECRULT a N e W MEMPER
In this 21st Anniversary Year make a
s p e c i a l e f f o r t t o e n r o l new members
to make us a more e f f e c t i v e Society.
Our Membership S e c r e t a r y, Mrs Annie
Woodward, is ready and eager to s ign
on your f r i e n d s and neighbours . Phone
her on HW 27978.
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OLD BEACONSFIELD TALK.
Many a r c h i t e c t u r a l s e c r e t s were
revea led on the evening of 16th May.
when J o h n B r o a d b e n t t r e a t e d u s t o a
f a s c i n a t i n g t a l k on Old Beaconsfie ld ,
a t t h e F r i e n d s Mee t ing House. T h i s was
a n e v e n t o r g a n i s e d by t h e H e r i t a g e
Group, and very enjoyable i t was, too.
F i r s t of a l l , Mr Broadbent expla ined
how B e a c o n s fi e l d came t o e x i s t ,
c e n t u r i e s ago , when f a r m e r s f r o m t h e

s u r r o u n d i n g C h i l t e r n s s e t t l e d i n t h e
a r e a near an ancient c ross roads . Now
f o r t h o s e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s e c r e t s : Mr
Broadbent disclosed, with the aid of
some lovely s l i d e s , t h a t many Tudor and
M e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g s a r e h i d d e n b e h i n d
those genteel Georgian facades. The
g i v e - a w a y i n m o s t c a s e s i s t h e r o o f .
Look u p a n d you w i l l s e e t h e s t e e p l y -
s loped roof of the o r i g i n a l bu i ld ing .
John B r o a d b e n t h a s spen t o v e r 30 y e a r s
research ing B e a c o n s fi e l d ' s r i c h
h i s t o r y, and not only the buildings,
but t h e p e o p l e who h a v e i n h a b i t e d them
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c e n t u r i e s . I was amazed
t o d i s c o v e r how many pubs t h e r e were -
a n d i n d e e d s t i l l a r e - i n t h i s l i t t l e
town, many o f them h a v i n g s p r u n g from
s i m p l e a l e h o u s e s , when some
M e d e i v a l o r T u d o r h o u s e w i f e wou ld h a v e
brewed a l e to d r ink i n p re fe rence to the
dodgy water of the day. It seems t h a t
food s c a r e s a r e n o t h i n g new! F i n a l l y we
were i n v i t e d to ask ques t ions (and
i s n ' t i t a lways t h e way t h a t you
remember t h e v e r y t h i n g you h a d b e e n
w o n d e r i n g about f o r y e a r s on t h e way
home!) a n d s o e n d e d a memorab le
evening. We w i l l now look a t
Beaconsfie ld wi th renewed i n t e r e s t !

DENISE LINDSAY

C h A R I T U s Ta L L
Members and f r i e n d s o f t h e High Wycombe
S o c i e t y c o n t r i b u t e d many l o v e l y t h i n g s
t o be s o l d on t h e c h a r i t y s t a l l in t he
C o r n m a r k e t o n E a s t e r S a t u r d a y .
Cus tomers were w a i t i n g f o r u s when we
fi r s t a r r i v e d a t 7.20am. The lovely
cakes we were suppl ied with were p r i ced
at not rock-bottom p r i c e s , a s i t i s
u n f a i r i f t h e y a r e s o l d t o o c h e a p l y

a f t e r p e o p l e h a v e s p e n t t ime a n d money
making them. Much haggling went on
w i t h one g e n t l e m a n r e p e a t e d l y o f f e r i n g
c a s h i f we would reduce our p r i c e s :
but , u n f o r t u n a t e l y, we d i d not reduce
the p r i c e o f a m u s i c s t a n d
t o g e t r i d o f

s u f fi c i e n t l y
it. We t o o k i t i n t u r n s

t o g o t o t h e G u i l d h a l l t o l o o k a t t h e
s p l e n d i d p a i n t i n g o f Lorna C a s s i d y on
show there. Some b o o k s a n d c r o c k e r y
w h i c h we h a d l e f t a t m i d d a y w e r e g l a d l y
bought by o t h e r s t a l l h o l d e r s ; and s o m e
s e c o n d - h a n d c l o t h e s we re g r a t e f u l l y
r e c e i v e d by t h e soup k i t c h e n s t a n d i n g
in t h e Dovecot c a r p a r k n e a r

Sainsburys. It was g r e a t f u n , a n d we
made 138.46. We met many n i c e p e o p l e
who e x p r e s s e d s u p p o r t f o r the High
Wycombe S o c i e t y , though none c o u l d be
p e r s u a d e d t o join . They w e r e f e a r f u l
f o r t h e f u t u r e o f the town and s a d
a b o u t many o f t h e changes made a l r e a d y.
Thank you t o a l l who g a v e u s t h i n g s t o
s e l l , and/or bought things from us.

PEGGY PHILLIPS

Much o f t h e c r e d i t f o r t h e s u c c e s s o f
t h e c h a r i t y s t a l l s h o u l d g o t o Peggy
P h i l l i p s h e r s e l f for o rgan i s ing the
s t a l l and g e t t i n g good p r i c e s fo r the
produce - Hon Sec.
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a F f I L a T I O n s
The High Wycombe S o c i e t y i s a f fi l i a t -
ed t o a number o f n a t i o n a l a n d l o c a l
s o c i e t i e s w i t h i n t e r e s t s i n v a r i o u s
conserva t ion fi e l d s ; s i m i l a r l y, a
number o f l o c a l s o c i e t i e s a n d r e s i d
e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s   a r e   a f f i l i a t e d   t o
us. We a r e f r e q u e n t l y a b l e to o f f e r
h e l p t o o n e o r o t h e r o f t h e s e soc i e t -
i e s ; and o f t e n in r e t u r n we o b t a i n
v a l u a b l e a d v i c e a n d s u p p o r t f rom t h e m
i n d e a l i n g w i t h p a r t i c u l a r problems.
Many o f t h e s o c i e t i e s s e n d u s t h e i r

j ou rna l s , magazines o r n e w s l e t t e r s o n

a month ly o r q u a r t e r l y basis . These
c o n t a i n a w e a l t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s y i e l d i n g m a n y u s e f u l
i d e a s f o r f u r t h e r i n g the o b j e c t i v e s
o f o u r own S o c i e t y.

Some j o u r n a l s a r e o f p a r t i c u l a r int-
e res t to the Heritage Group, whereas
o t h e r s a r e o n l y s een by members o f
the E x e c u t i v e Commit tee . The EC would
l i k e t o s p r e a d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n more
wide ly and i n v i t e s members to volunt-
e e r t o f o l l o w t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f o n e
o r more s o c i e t i e s more c l o s e l y , p e r -
haps r e p o r t i n g on t h e i r fi n d i n g s in
t h e N e w s l e t t e r. I f anyone i s i n t e r e s
ted, p lease c o n t a c t t he Hon Sec. I t
would be p a r t i c u l a r l y helpful i f
someone would a g r e e to l i a i s e w i t h
t h e Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l .

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s a l i s t o f s o c i e t i e s
and t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h e r e a r e o f
c o u r s e many l o c a l a f fi l i a t e d r e s i d -
e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s which do not send
u s any i n f o r m a t i o n o n a r e g u l a r
b a s i s .

C i v i c Trust H e r i t a g e O u t l o o k ;
C o u n c i l f o r t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f R u r a l
E n g l a n d C o u n t r y s i d e C a m p a i g n e r ;
Open S p a c e s S o c i e t y Open Space ;
V i c t o r i a n S o c i e t y News; S o c i e t y f o r
t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f A n c i e n t B u i l d i n g s
News; T r e e s Counc i l Tr e e News;
C e n t r e f o r E n v i r o n m e n t a l I n t e r p r e t -
a t i o n ; Europa Nostra; C h i l t e r n
S o c i e t y C h i l t e r n News; Wycombe &
D i s t r i c t A r t s A s s o c i a t i o n ; Penn &
T y l e r s G r e e n RA; Hughenden P a r k RA;
B o o k e r Common & Wo o d s P r o t e c t i o n
S o c i e t y ; Chesham S o c i e t y ; Ay l e s b u r y
Society; Amershan Socie ty ; Pr iory
Centre; Wycombe Arts Festival.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT WEEK:
LITTERBLITZ

LACK o f s u i t a b l e p u b l i c i t y a b o u t
t h e e v e n t may h a v e a c c o u n t e d f o r
t h e few members o f the High
Wycombe S o c i e t y who t u r n e d out
e a r l y o n t h e m o r n i n g o f A p r i l 22
to j o i n w i t h t h e T r i n i t y Reformed
C h u r c h Boys B r i g a d e in a
L i t t e r b l i t z a t Keep Hill Wood.
Small numbers d i d n o t d e t e r t h e
" b l i t z e r s " f rom h a v i n g a good t r y
a t c l e a r i n g the wood o f the
beverage cans , g l a s s b o t t l e s and
s n a c k f o o d p l a s t i c bags t h a t
congregate i n l i t t l e d e l l s and
a r o u n d t h e b e n c h e s i n t e n d e d f o r
t i r e d ramblers . The c o u n t r y o f
o r i g i n o f much o f t h e d e b r i s
s u g g e s t s t h a t a n e a r b y m i l i t a r y
e s t a b l i s h m e n t c o u l d do wel l i n
t h e i r o r g a n i s i n g o f r e g u l a r
b l i t z e s o f l i t t e r in t h i s s c e n i c
wood. We were g r a t e f u l t o the Boys
Br igade f o r t h e h o t soup t h a t was
delivered by a "chuck wagon" just
i n t i m e t o r e v i v e o u r fl a g g i n g
s p i r i t s . Count less p l a s t i c bags of
c o l l e c t e d l i t t e r w e r e d e p o s i t i e d
i n t h e s k i p provided by Bucks
County Council , and one
a p p r e c i a t i v e member o f t h e p u b l i c
has subsequent ly been kind enough
t o w r i t e t o t h e l o c a l p r e s s t o
a c k n o w l e d g e t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e
High Wycombe S o c i e t y in t h e woods
a t t h e s t a r t o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t
Week.

Roger Lawson
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w e l c o m e t h e f o l l o w i n g new m e m b e r s who

r e c e n t l y j o i n e d the S o c i e t y : -

Miss J M F ie ld , Wargrave, Berks

Mr P C Robins, Amersham Hill, High Wycombe

Mr C Sherwood, Bowden Lane, High Wycombe

Mr & Mrs P J Tozer, Hughenden Avenue, H Wycombe

Dr E Woodward, The Haystacks, High Wycombe

Mrs J James, Wordsworth Road, High Wycombe

Miss P Brooks, Plomer Green Ave, High Wycombe

Mr & Mrs N J P h i l l i p s , Pinewood Road, Sands

Mr A B Lowe, Copes Shroves, Hazlemere

We a l s o w e l c o m e t h e r e - a f fi l i a t i o n o f
Deangarden Wood R e s i d e n t s ' Assoc ia t ion

D AT E S FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 4 Sep tember - S a t u r d a y High Wycombe S o c i e t y 21s t
23 Sep tember 1989 Anniversa ry e x h i b i t i o n
C e n t r a l L i b r a r y s t a i r c a s e

Thursday 5 O c t o b e r 1989 8pm
at Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall

Friday 10 November 1989 8pm
Oak Room, Town Hall

Open S p a c e s o f B r i t a i n
Kate Ashbrook Open Spaces Society

21st Birthday Ce lebra t ion of High
Wycombe S o c i e t y ( d e t a i l s i n t h i s
N e w s l e t t e r - book now)

N a t i o n a l T r e e WeekS a t u r d a y 25 November
Sunday 3 December 1989

Press go cribater oi
K Digh Tycombe

Bucking hamshize
~ thankyou.


